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JACOB GRIMM (1785-1863)

WILHELM GRIMM (1786-1859)

© 2010 by William B. Jones, Jr.

Author of Classics lllustrated: A Cultural History

The Brothers Grimm are practically synonymous with fairy tales. For nearly 200 years, the stories they collected have played
a crucial role in the imaginative and moral experience of childhood. Although the Grimms' work was originally intended to
preserve German folk traditions, their Children's and Household Tales have transcended language and nationality and are
truly universal in their appeal

Jacob Ludwig Grimm was born in Hanau, Germany, on 4 January 1785; his brother and collaborator Wilhelm Carl Grimm
was born on 24 February 1786. One ov msw brothers, Ludwig Emil Grimm (1790-1863), became a distinguished artist who
illustrated some of his brothers' fairy tal

In 1791, the Grimms moved to Siemau, Germany‘ where their father, Philipp Wilhelm Grimm, had been appointed to a
judicial office. Jacob and Wilhelm were diligent students who spent much of their free time playing in the countryside and
learning about rural life and peasant folklore.

Their happiness was cut short in 1796 when their father died of pneumonia. Dorothea Zimmer Grimm moved her six children
from their large house, and the family became dependent on the assistance of her father and her sister, who became a kind
of "fairy godmother” to Jacob and Wilhelm. She arranged for their admission in 1798 to the Lyceum Fridericianum (high
school) in Kassel, Germany.

Jacob had an introverted, studious personality; Wilhelm was much more sociable but still equally studious. They graduated
firstin their classes in 1802 and 1803. Following in their father's professional footsteps, Jacob and Wilhelm studied law at the
University of Marburg, where again they excelled academically.

The two brothers became friends with Friedrich Karl von Savigny, a professor who pioneered the historical method of the
study of law. His influence on Jacob and Wilhelm - and their subsequent work - was immense. Savigny taught that only by
studying the evolution of the language and customs of a people can the laws of a society be understood. This approach, the
brothers learned, could also be applied to the literary heritage of a specific culture.

Jacob and Wilhelm began their efforts to recover the folk literature of the German people and to define what was distinctive
about the German identity. The Napoleonic Wars had brought the concept of nationalism to the foreground of European
thought, and many Germans longed for a means of uniting their numerous small principalities through a shared language and
culture.

Two friends of Jacob and Wilhelm, the poet Clemens Brentano and his brother-in-law Achim von Arnim, were committed to
establishing a national folk literature. In 1805, they began publishing a collection of German folk songs. Brentano wanted to
expand the scope of the work to include folk tales and asked the Grimms to assist him by collecting oral material. In time,
Brentano shelved the idea of including the stories, but Jacob and Wilhelm carried the project forward on their own, believing
that they were uncovering in the traditional folk tales of the past a deeper wisdom and a more authentic expression of the
German national character.

As they collected oral tales, the Grimms attempted to record the stories just as they had been told. A group of enthusiastic
story collectors gathered around Jacob and Wilhelm, including Dorothea Wild, who later became Wilhelm's wife. The Wilds'

" (Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, No. 501) and other tales. One of their greatest finds,
(The Enchanted Fish, No. 539), came from the Romantic painter Phillip Otto Runge, who had
scrupulously wpied the tale he had heard from fishermen.

Perhaps the most significant source of stories was a peasant woman named Katharina Dorothea Viehmann. She introduced
the Brothere Grimm 0 twenty new tales and a number of variants. Viehmann's versions were invaluable as oral

ions because she never changed a single detail when repeating the stories.

In 1812, a volume of the growing body of folk tales was published, holarly notes, under the title Kinder- und
Hausméirchen (Children’s and Household Tales). The work was not initially intended for children. A second volume appeared
in 1815; the two books contained 156 tales. Wilhelm assumed responsibility for revisions, and an expanded edition was
issued in 1819, with 170 stories. Eventually, 211 tales would be included. The Household Tales grew in popularity with
scholars, who admired the Grimms' standards for transcribing the folk material - and most importantly with children, who
gained access to magical realms.

Meanwhile, the Brothers Grimm maintained their devotion to each other and continued their close working relationship as
they pursued careers as librarians, professors, and authors. The two collaborated on the Deutsches Wérterbuch (German
Dictionary), which was completed in the 20th century. Throughout their lives, Jacob and Wilhelm held fast to the social,
cultural, and political ideals that guided all of their efforts. The greatest expression of these remains their Household Tales. In
offering the German people a common bond through fairy tales, the Brothers Grimm provided a folklore for the entire world.
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Puzzled by what had happened to him,
Hans hurried home.

Katl, your brother
will not be able to
cut any more wood
today. Take his ax
and his bag
of sandwiches
and go finish

the job.

Help! I’ve hit my}}
leg. Oh, help!
Al I cannot walk!

Karl soon [My lad, would you show
met the a little kindness to a
little man. |poor old man? I am so
hungry and so thirsty
that I think I will die if I do
not get a scrap of food.

Get out of my way! I
have nothing to give you.

Luckily for Karl, some neighbors were
chopping wood nearby. They heard him
shouting and carried him home.
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5 I hope you are going to
stop soon and let us
rest. We are
tired from
running = TI’ll stop at
after you the next inn
we come to.
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Back at Well, what

the palace ... | haveyou Just have this man
brought me? taken to your barn
full of milk, and T

you will see.

Well, well! Imagine
that! I never thought

I would see the day
when I would watch
one man drink
so much milk.
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The rain is raining all around, /
It falls on field and tree, /
It rains on the umbrellas 1'7re, /

And on the ships at sea.

AT THE SEASIDE

When I was down beside the sea
A wooden spade they gave to me
To dig the sandy shore.

My holes were empty like a cup,

In every hole the sea came up,

Till it could come no more. ﬁ

From A Child’s Garden of Verses
By Robert Louis Stevenson
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The next

No! Can’t you
see how much
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I will gladly try my luck at You have only to make her
it if there is a princess to laugh, and she will be yours!

= be had! What must a man do —
= in order to win her? Sl 5

‘This worries the king, who loves his
daughter very much. He has offered
to let her marry any man who can

You see, the princess is so serious
that nothing ever makes her laugh.
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Here, take
my daughter

And so they were married at once
and they lived happily
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HARK! HARK'!

Hark! Hark! The dogs do bark,
People are coming to town.
Some in rags and some in tags,

And some in velvet gowns.

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall;

All the King’s horses and all the King’s men

Cannot put Humpty Dumpty together again.
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No, lad. You are not dreaming.

As you have such a kind heart,

and have shared what you have

with me, I will share what I
have with you.

Do you see that tree? When
I have gone, chop it down.
You will find something at
the roots.

When the little

man left, the Simpleton

chopped away at the

tree until it fell to

the ground. And there,

sitting among the roots,
he found. ..
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At the palace,
the king had had
all of the flour
in the country
baked into a
mountain of
bread.

How wonderful
this looks! I
hardly know
where to begin. %
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And a momentlater.. . . My boy, there
is but one more
task for you.
Do this, and
the princess

is yours.

Your highness, in
order to win the
princess, three
2 times have I done
what you asked.
May I marry

her now?

I can say that safely enough. The I have always wanted
Simpleton will never marry my a ship that will sail
daughter, for he will not be able on land as well as
on water. Bring me
such a ship.
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Not long after that, the lion was
captured by some hunters. He let
out a roar that was heard
throughout the forest.
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"T'he little mouse ran to the lion
to find out what was wrong.

You laughed at me when I said that
someday I might be able to help
you. Now I will show you that I
have not forgotten your

kindness to me.
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Soon the lion was able to break
the ropes and escape.

Thank you, little mouse. You have
proved that an act of kindness, no
matter how small, is never wasted.
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THE END
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After the Simpleton had left . . . T'he Simpleton hurried back to the
forest. And in the very same spot. . .

2

Never fear, daughter. | But, father,

You will never have I want to
I marry him!

Why do you have

that strap tied feels so empty,

around your I cannot bear

stomach? S the pain.
X

My stomach

to marry that boy!

Nobody in the world

can eat a mountain
of bread! =

2>V 2000520

H)

,M//////Z/,\/

a2

D
>
”,

Yes, indeed, I ate a
whole bakery full
of rolls! But I am

Didn’t you

Come with me, stranger.
eat today?

I think I can help you.
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Ors course, the lion was very angry Oh, sit, I didn’t mean to make you
to be bothered by a mouse. So . . . angry. Please don’t eat me. Have
mercy. The day may come when I
Ha! I have you now! Very kind of will be able to do you a favor.
you to arrange for me to have
iy my lunch so handy!
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Dve ever heard! Imagine anyone as joke has put me in you, thank
small as you helping someone a good mood. 'm you! I’ll
like me. Ho! Ho! Ho! going to let you go. never
Now be off with you, forget
ﬁ//€%§\ \ and never bother ’ your
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il
It is a wonderful bird.
Its feathers are of
pure gold.

Certainly. But

tell me, what

kind of bird is
that under

vV
Pure gold? Well, I

never heard of such

a thing! I must call

my daughters to see
it.

What a lucky man you are,
to own such a marvelous
creature!

How beautiful
its feathers
are!
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Featuring Stories by the
World's Greatest Authors

Greatest
Authors!

Over 60
Classics Illustrated
Titles!

The classics never go out of style! ﬁ

Go to trajectory.com to buy more of these cool comics!
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The Simpleton hurried
back to the forest

where all these

strange events

began.

... and now the king wants a ship that
will sail on land as well as water. How
will I ever win the princess?

\\_\\ \\\\\Q \’ \

Yo

Ah, little man. I’'m so
glad I found you.
Perhaps you can

help me.

It will be easy, my boy. Again,
I will help you. For it was I
who drank the milk and ate
the bread. And all because
you were once kind to me.
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As Hans walked through the forest

One morning, Hans went to the forest
he came upon a little old man.

to cut wood.

Young man, would Be off with
you give me a you, stranger!
scrap of bread My bag is
from your bag, empty, and I
or a drop of amina
milk? I am
hungry and
thirsty.

Here is a bag Thank you,
of sandwiches mother.
and some good

goat’s milk. L]

Help! I’ve cut my
arm with my own ax!

was chopping
down a tree . ..

e :

-~ e e e
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the town clerk
came along. Of
course, he was
very shocked
to see the
mayor chasing
after the

three girls.
i
Q@; ——

Oh! What’s
going on
here? Help!

v
TWO men

' Take hold of his
o “ coat and pull!
working in a
nearby field
4 heard the town
clerk calling
for help. They

came running.

But as soon as they touched the clerk, the two men found they could not get
free. So now there were seven people running after the Simpleton and his
vaskgy  golden goose.

WV
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I must have a feather But when the gitl grabbed the goose
from that wonderful
goose. The Simpleton
will never miss just
one feather.

by its wing . . 4

) Help! Hilda! Help! Help!
My hand is stuck to the golden
goose! Pull me away! Help!

What’s all the noise
about? Oh, I see! You
two are pulling
feathers from the
golden goose!

y

Well, what’s good _ | No, Gretchen! No, don’t
enough for you two, touch us! Don’t touch
is good enough for { the goose!
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Not so hasty,
my lad. I

R still am not
sure you are

worthy of her.

Well, your highness,

So the king had his first wish. But then . ...
your daughter is

Though he has made my daughter laugh,
I do not want this Simpleton to be my
son-in-law. I will find a way to stop
him from marrying
Y
G

the princess.

But what more
can I do to

prove my
worth?

You must find me a man
who can drink a whole
barn full of milk.
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Once there

was a man who
had three sons.
The oldest son
was named Hans.
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The youngest
son was called
the Simpleton.
He was always
being laughed
at and treated
very badly by
everyone in
his family.
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Hurry, Karl!
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I think I hear

him coming!

I

ﬁ

l" .

( %






OPS/contentimages/CLASSICS_CLIJ_518_GoldenGoose_011.jpg
It is not nice for the innkeeper’s
daughters to run after a young
man like that. I must try

to stop them,

The Simpleton had
not gone far, when /
he passed the
mayor of
the
town.

Lili! Hilda! Gretchen!
Come back here!

amly |
K

But when the
mayor tried to
stop the girls . . .
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Help! I can’t get
my hand loose!
What is this?
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A first, the Simpleton didn’t Here is the spot where I cut
know what to do, But then.. .. When he down the tree and found

r;ached the golden goose. - - I wonder
Ah, maybe the little } € . who that man is?
man in the forest Sfeste = &
can help me! poay;
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Why are you'weeping, I am crying because I am thirsty.
sir? Are you in trouble? I have drunk a barrel of water,

but that doesn’t help. What I
need is milk.

e
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Come with me,
stranger.
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He did it! How
amazing! What
an appetite!

/==

////7/*// » TZ Ay

Well, I must | ] i =
admit that I -
am beginning

to feel a =

I doubt it. Now he is
probably thinking up
something truly impossible
for your to do.

will keep his ‘
promise and let me | |
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