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. to the shoemaker's shop. But the
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ALBERT LEWIS KANTER

(1897-1973)
© 2003 by William B. Jones, Jr.
Author of Classics lllustrated: A Cultural History

CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR was the brainchild of Albert Lewis Kanter, a visionary publisher who deserves to
be ranked among the great teachers of the 20th century. From 1941 to 1971, he introduced young readers to the realms
of literature, history, folklore, mythology, and science in such juvenile series as CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED, CLASSICS
ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR, CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED SPECIAL ISSUES, and THE WORLD AROUND US.

Bomn in Baranovitch, Russia on April 11, 1897, Albert Kanter came with his family to the United States in 1904. They
settled in Nashua, New Hampshire. A constant reader, Kanter continued to educate himself after leaving high school at
the age of sixteen. He worked as a traveling salesman for several years. In 1917, he married Rose Ehrenrich, and the
couple lived in Savannah, Georgia, where they had three children, Henry (Hal), William, and Saralea.

They subsequently spent several years in Miami, Florida, but when the Great Depression ended his real estate venture
there, Kanter moved his family to New York. He was employed by the Colonial Press and later by Elliott Publishing
Company. During this period, Kanter also designed a popular appointment diary for doctors and dentists and created a

In 1940, Elliott Publishing Company began issuing repackaged pairs of remaindered comics, which sparked a concej
in Kanter's mind about a differant kind of Somic book. 1 the e 19305 and early 16406, millons of youngsters tnrled to
the exploits of the new comic-book superheroes. Kanter believed that he could use the same medium to introduce young
readers to the world of great literature.

With the backing of two business partners, Kanter launched CLASSIC COMICS in October 1941 with issue No. 1, a
comics-style adaptation of The Three Musketeers. From the beginning, the series stood apart from other comic-book
iige, Eschlasiia wes dariotod ts ediftcrent liefesy ok silch e /vanhoe and A Tale of Two Cities, and featured a
biography of the author and educational fillers. No outside a g appeared on the covers or pages. And, instead of
Gcoppearing aier @ morif on thenews stand, [lles werd raprinted on & Fogular baeis and listod by NUTbGr in Gach fssu

When the new publication outgrew the space it shared with Elliott in 1942, Kanter moved the operation and, undsr the
Gilberton Company carporala name, GLASSIC COMICS entered a period of growing reedership an Increasin

acognition a3 an aducatianal tool, Kanter worked tirelassly to bromet his product and protoet s Image. In 1947, a
Tewor, iruer nams was  given to the monthly series — CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED,

Soon, Kanter's of works by , Stevenson, Verne, Twain, and other authors were
being used in schools and endorsed by educators. The series was translated and distributed in numerous foreign
Selinirios, ard thie genlel publisher was effactionatoly Ralled brasdes "Pepa Klasalker * The s/ CIASSICS
ILLUSTRATED series would eventually feature 1

In 1953, Kanter sought to reach a younger eadership with CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR. The firstissue was
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, released in October 1953. A total of seventy-seven titles were published.
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR featured fairy tales (such as The Chimney Sweep, folk tales (such as Paul Bunyan),
and myths (such as The Golden Fleece) i n comic-book format, and it proved as successful as the parent line. By 1960,
the average monthly circulation was 262,000

Subsequently, Kanter added new icatonal series to the Gilberton SeripeiiyS inaip, In 1967, ho soldfha ehiefiiisa
to Patrick Frawley, who continued publishing CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED and CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR u

1971. After recovering from a stroke in 1970, Kanter and his wife traveled extensively, visiting their grandchildren, oiher
family members, and business associates with whom he shared his interests in real estate and his passions for reading,
humor, baseiall, deep-ses fishiog, the thestre, and siish charllea

On March 17, 1973, Albert L. Kanter died, leaving behind a rich legacy for the millions of readers whose imaginations
were awakened by CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED and CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR.
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T'he elves had never worn clothing before.

Z|[ This can't
be right.

Haven't you ever
looked at people,
you dunderheads?
Watch me - -
I'll show you.

Where do my
thumbs go?

T'he three elves were very pleased
with themselves.

In time, they got everything
on in the right places.

Now just put
that on your
head and
you're done.

How fine
we look!

Oh, aren't we
handsome!
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But the shoemaker did
not dance. He was too
busy watching the feet of
the villagers who
whirled past him.

That evening, there was a dance in the

village square. [

I made that
pair year
before last.

.. .and those
are mine,

those seven
years ago. For
the miller's
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looked so well!
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They waited for a long time. At
last, just as the clock was
striking midnight . . .
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happened again!






OPS/contentimages/CLASSICS_CLIJ_546_ElvesShoemaker_027.jpg
o
Look! The So do the
shoes hit suits. Of The three elves began to tumble and play.

perfectly. course, 7z e
perhaps //—
.

the sleeves -

are just a
tiny bit
too long.

= S

\
W

N
W
<)

N

cock is Our night is

crowing. over, then.






OPS/contentimages/CLASSICS_CLIJ_546_ElvesShoemaker_031.jpg
THERE WAS AN OLD LADY OF FRANCE

By EDWARD LEAR

@There was an old lady of France,

@Who taught little ducklings to dance;

< When she said, "Tick-a-tack!" they only said "Quack!"

Which grieved that old lady of France.
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That afternoon, the shoemaker returned from the
market with a large roll of leather.
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But inside the shop, the shoemaker
and his wife were very, very busy.

This bit of leather is
as soft as silk. It will
be perfect for their
tiny feet.
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And my old velvet
\Q skirt makes such
\| warm, pretty jackets.

They worked all day.
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Hurry. It is Just another

I am nearly The suits are nearly time moment. I want
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Well, then, I shall
go back for the hare.

It is better -
than nothing.

But atlast. . .

Oh, deat, I cannot even
see it any longer.
I have lost it.

But when he returned to the
bed of fetns. . .

I should have been
content with what
I had, instead of
trying to get
something better.

e

The hare has gone!
Now I shall have no
dinner at all!
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"T'he shoemaker and his wife went to bed early that night. But at the
The Grand Duke of Ringo!

A King's palace . . .
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/////// The Princess of Pelf!
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% The Duke and Duchess of Il
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They say a
shoemaker
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Hours passed. The Elves worked so fast that the shoemaker /

and his wife grew dizzy watching them.
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two on your
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Hurry!

Hurry!
We have
only a
minute
more!

Not even
that! Listen - -
the cock is
crowing.
Pl 1t's about
time! I'm all
worn out!
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AESOP'S FABLES
THE GREEDY LION

One day, a hungry lion came As he was about to pounce on the hare
upon a hare, asleep on a bed a stag ran by.
of ferns.

Ah! I need look Oh, a stag is much better
no further for than a hare. What a feast
my dinner. I shall have!

He chased it for a long time.

How -- swiftly --
it -- runs!
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When the shoemaker began But by the time he had finished cutting
to work, he felt a little and shaping the leather.
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Featuring Stories by the
World's Greatest Authors
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Authors!

Over 60
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Titles!

The classics never go out of style! ﬁ

Go to trajectory.com to buy more of these cool comics!
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I do hope
they will be
pleased.

I wish I
could have
been sure

of the

size of
the shoes.

& My turn to
hammer
the heels

tonight!

Presents!
They must be
P — presents

tonight!
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Just then, the clock struck midnight.
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‘ My turn

But what
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for?
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turn to - -

on, silly!
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But there came a time when
there was less and less
work for the shoemaker

Then there came a time when there was no
work at all. The shoemaker waited and
waited for a customer. But none came.

/ T've had to

only one
order this
week,
Samantha.
%

-

do.

I cannot
understand it.
Your shoes are
as strong and
well-made as
they ever were.

g

You make wonderful
shoes. They just

Good morning!
Wouldn't you
like to order
a new pair
of shoes?

Oh, no. Those
that you made
me four years
ago are still
like new.

never seem to
wear out!

Never
wear out?
I wonder. ..?
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\[ And if I spent half
the night finishing
these, why am I

not tired?

I cannot
understand
it! I never
% worked in

B \&\‘ my sleep

before!
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He went quickly into the shop, but
on the table where he had left his
work was- - nothing!
What? Where is the
leather I cut out?

Samantha! Samantha,
come quickly!

The next morning the shoemaker
woke very early.

>
No lying in bed

today! I have

work to do!

Simon, what is
the matter?

Someone has - -
Oh! Samantha!
Look there!
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Bout the shoemaker had little time to
wonder further, because . . .
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Early the next morning, when
the shoemaker entered
his shop . . .

There, 1 Again,
17| 1 s e ween
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a friend of the Duke

of Ilf, who bought

his shoes here. Do
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will fit me? T
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while I slept! It is
really very queer.

And so the four new
pairs of shoes were sold
before the morning had
well begun.

How do you do! My
cousin, the Duke
of Ilf, bought

% | some shoes here.
And I should like
to order a
pair too.

Good day! I saw
the Duke's new
shoes last night,
and now I want
to buy two pairs
for myself.
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I the small village of Yendo, which is in the kingdom
of IIf, there once lived a happy, hard-working shoemaker.

His customers were always delighted
with the shoes he made.
" See how ‘
nicely they
are stitched.

Fora good many years, the
shoemaker was so busy he
cp—— hardly had time to sleep.
have such a fine
shoemaker in our

Simon, are you still V. Yes, S
working? It's neatly ¢ Samantha,
little village. ~ J& [l midnigh 1 1 know.

i But I've promised
this pair for

= tomorrow.
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He worked happily, cutting out and
shaping the leather all afternoon.
Snip and slice,

=
heel and toe.

That's the way [GURRSRE 4 1

my scissors go. \\\\\\\Q
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The shoemaker rushed to the

market to buy new leather. When

he returned, he set to work

at once. L /
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N
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A

he next day, the
shoemaker was up with the
sun, ready to work. But. . .

7K

When it grew too dark to see clearly . . .

There! The cutting
is all done. I can
sew the pieces
together tomorrow.
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After that, news of the shoemaker's And so the shoemaker became happy

fine shoes spread quickly. ps <l and hard-working once more. But one
> thing was strange. He never sewed

his shoes by day. Each night, he left

> B )
People are coming And it is such

from all over the 2 large the unfinished pairs on his table,
kingdom of IIf to kingdom! You and each morning, they were done.
order my shoes. will never

run out of N\ \ I still cannot

customers now!

\WA %
\\
4 understand it. How

<
N ‘\\ can I work all

A.t night and not
T ' r h know it?
[]

),

I just don't believe that
I get up at night and do

all that work in my sleep.

If my toe is still tied to

the bedpost in the morning,
I will know I am not the
one who is making
those shoes.

The shoemaker grew more and more
puzzled. At last he had an idea.
One night . . .

\
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Why on earth
have you tied

your toe to
the bedpost?
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She went into
the shop.

That very morning, the Duchess of Ilf was out for
a drive with her son. As their carriage passed
through the village of Yendo. . .

Those shoes in your
window are very
beautiful. May I
see them, please?

Oh, look at
those! Driver,
please stop!

Oh. Theyarereally |77/,
lovely! And they are /////// 7

: 7771 e .
o [l St
: . ow I can buy

I will take them. // 7 enough leather to

i 7,
i, T
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A e pie o
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\ /// /¢//; more pairs of shoes

And we can have 3
fresh bread and

a bit of meat
for our dinner!

)
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wonderful. We
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The classics never go out of style!
Go to trajectory.com to buy more of these cool comics!





