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			Introduction

			Once upon a time history lessons were all about things that happened hundreds of years ago. If you weren’t dead then you weren’t history. And it’s pretty hard to be lively about dead people. History was BORING.

			Then, in the 1980s, teachers suddenly realized that yesterday is History … and last week is practically ancient history! Parents are as interesting as Julius Caesar. History lessons changed … you couldn’t interview Julius Caesar, but you could interview parents …

			[image: img-3.jpg]

			Of course grandparents have even older memories.

			[image: img-4.jpg]

			Still, they were pretty young at the time. They may have known what happened, but they didn’t understand exactly why it happened as it did.

			And teachers can’t answer such vital questions because their teachers never told them the answers.

			[image: img-5.jpg]

			So, what you need is a history book that tells you the answers to the really important questions. How did people live? And why did they live like that? Then you can understand your history … and your grandparents! What you need is a book called Horrible Histories – The Blitzed Brits.

			And, by a strange chance, you just happen to have started reading it! So carry on…

		

	


	
		
			Blitzed Brit timeline

			27 January 1923 First meeting of the Nazi party in Germany. Leader, Adolf Hitler.

			
			15 March 1933 Adolf Hitler and his Nazis take power in Germany. They rule by terror.

			[image: img-6.jpg]

		  3 January 1938 Nervous. British Government fears Nazi invasion and promises to give a gas mask to every British schoolchild.
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			31 March 1939 British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, makes a promise to Poland … If Germany invades you then Britain and France will help.

			
			

			1 September 1939 Germany invades Poland. The British Government, afraid of war, orders women and children in the cities to be ‘evacuated’ into the safe countryside.
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					  3 September 1939 Britain declares war on Germany – World War Two begins. The air-raid sirens sound for the first time. People rush around like headless chickens looking for shelter – but it’s a false alarm.
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			8 January 1940 It’s the coldest winter for half a century. The Thames freezes. Ships bringing food to Britain are being sunk by German submarines. The Government fears a food shortage … so the first foods go on ration.
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						1 February 1940 A ‘blackout’ is ordered. No lights to be shown at night so enemy bombers can’t see where to drop their bombs. Deaths on the blacked-out roads have doubled! Speed limit of 20 m.p.h. for cars at night.
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			10 May 1940 Germany attacks Holland and Belgium. Their armies march towards France – and the English Channel … Britain next? Winston Churchill is elected Prime Minister.

		  

		  14 May 1940 Men aged 17 to 65 invited to join the Local Defence Volunteers – a million join. Later known as the Home Guard – better known as Dad’s Army.
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		  30 May 1940 The beaten British Army comes home from Dunkirk – they’re picked up on the French beaches by hundreds of little boats from England.
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			31 May 1940 A new law says:

			• All signposts have to be removed.

			• Church bells can only be rung as a sign of invasion.

			• All foreigners in the country must be locked up or made to report to the police.

			

			18 June 1940 Winston Churchill tells the people that the battle in France is lost … I expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin. The whole fury and might of the enemy must soon be turned on us.
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			10 July 1940 First of the large air raids. This is the real start of the Battle of Britain in the skies. Lady Reading (head of Women’s Voluntary Service) appeals to families to give up their aluminium pots and pans to make aeroplanes. We can all have the thrill of thinking, when we hear the news of a battle in the air, ‘Perhaps it was my saucepan that made a part of that Hurricane plane.’
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			16 July 1940 Hitler signs order for Operation Sealion the invasion of England. Order 2a is the problem. ‘The RAF must be eliminated.’ Easier said than done! Sealion never happens.
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		  13 August 1940 All-out German air raids lasting two days. Britain says that 185 enemy aircraft were shot down. (The true number was 60.)

			
			

			24 August 1940 The Germans bomb London by mistake after Hitler had told them not to! So the British bomb Berlin in revenge … so the Germans bomb London … and so it goes on.

		  [image: img-17.jpg]

			7 September 1940 Code word ‘Cromwell’ passed to home defence forces. This meant, ‘Be on your guard – it’s a good night for an invasion’. But some officers thought it meant, ‘The invasion has started’! They blew up bridges – and themselves – and generally panicked everyone.
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			7 September 1940 Germany is losing too many bombers in daylight raids. They switch to night raids. This is the real start of the blitz.

			

			14 November 1940 Air raids switch to Coventry for a while. This is where a lot of British war machinery is being made. Next morning nearly everyone claimed to know someone who’d been killed or injured in the city.

		  

		  10 May 1941 Heaviest – and last – big bombing raid on London until 1944. House of Commons wrecked. Hitler 1 – Guy Fawkes 0.
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			1 June 1941 Clothing is rationed – but not only because clothes are in short supply! It was also to set clothing workers free to work in war factories.

			

			22 June 1941 Germany invades Russia. This was a big mistake and probably lost them the War. Hitler could beat the Russian Army – he couldn’t beat the Russian winter. Snow 1 – Hitler 0.
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			September 1941 The Government orders that most iron railings should be taken down and the metal used for the war effort – Buckingham Palace included.
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			December 1941 Japanese aircraft sink American ships in the Pacific Ocean so United States of America joins the war on Britain’s side – at last.

			

			February 1942 It’s illegal to decorate cups, saucers and plates for sale – it’s a waste of precious manufacturing time that could be spent making war items.
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			February 1942 Soap is put on ration – one small bar of soap had to last you four weeks. (Some scruffy kids could make it last a year!)

		  

		  13 March 1942 The end of private motoring – only essential users will be allowed petrol. But, remember, only one family in ten owned a car anyway.
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		  June 1942 It’s illegal to make bedspreads and table-cloths.

		  

		  2 February 1943 German soldiers surrender in Stalingrad (Russia). The War is turning against them.

		  

		  8 September 1943 Now Italy declares war on their old ally, Germany!
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		  December 1943 Eighteen-year-old boys who don’t join the army are made to work in coal mines. Mr Ernest Bevin thought up this law, so the young miners became known as Bevin Boys.
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		  6 June 1944 Britain and her allies invade Europe.

		  

		  16 June 1944 The first Flying Bombs land on London. A new blitz is beginning. People nickname the V1 (Vee One) rockets ‘Doodlebugs’ and ‘Buzz bombs’. But V1 really stands for ‘Revenge Weapon 1’.

		  

		  8 September 1944 The first V2 rockets arrive. Quieter and more destructive than the Vls … but the Government doesn’t admit there are such things until 10 November!

		  

		  14 November 1944 Home Guard abolished. The danger of invasion has passed.
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		  24 April 1945 End of blackout except on coast.

		  

		  6 May 1945 Germany surrenders – end of war in Europe.

		  

		  8 May 1945 Victory in Europe (V.E. Day) – holiday and parties.
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		 		  6 August 1945 The United States drops the first atomic bomb on Japan – Japan surrenders shortly after. End of World War Two.

		  Things they shouldn’t have said
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			Neville Chamberlain, British Prime Minister, in 1938 after signing a peace treaty with Germany

			[image: img-29.jpg]

			R.H. Naylor,

			astrologer in the Sunday Express

		

	


	
		
			Beat the Blitz

			Could you have survived an air raid? Answer these questions to see what your chances would be… 

			1 The air-raid sirens sound. Planes appear overhead. You are a long way from an air raid shelter. As bombs fall do you …

		  a) run for home (shouting ‘I want my Mam!’)

			b) stand still (and cross your fingers)

			c) lie down where you are

			[image: img-30.jpg]

			2 An incendiary bomb lands near your house. This sort of bomb doesn’t explode. It just burns fiercely. As the fire spreads towards your house, do you …

			a) pour a bucket of water over it

			b) go to your nearest shelter and let it burn

			c) shovel sand or soil over it

			3 A bomb lands in your back garden. It sinks into the soil but does not explode – yet. Do you …

			a) throw stones at it so it will go off and not catch some unsuspecting passer-by

			b) tiptoe to your nearest shelter – any shelter except the one in the garden!

			c) tell your local ARP Warden

			4 As a raid starts you head for the Anderson Shelter in your garden. It is half underground and has a thick cushion of soil over the roof. You should be safer here than in the house. But you realise that the family cat is missing. Do you …

			a) go out and look for it and stay out until you find it

			b) stay in the shelter but leave the shelter door open so the cat can find its own way in

			c) shut the shelter door

			[image: img-31.jpg]

			5 Do you take your gas mask with you …

			a) whenever you hear the air-raid warnings sound

			b) whenever you go out and have a spare hand to carry it

			c) always

			6 An ARP warden walks down the street spinning a rattle of the sort that football supporters used to use. You don’t know what this means. Do you …

			a) shout ‘Up United!’ and follow him to see if there’s a game on

			b) ask someone what it means

			c) put your gas mask on

			7 You wake up to the sound of bombs exploding. A raid is happening and there’s been no warning! In the blackout you can see explosions coming closer and closer. Do you …

			a) watch to see where the next bomb will land

			b) get dressed and head for the nearest shelter

			c) grab your gas mask and hide under your bed

			8 You want to make your shelter more comfortable. Do you …

			a) take an electric cable from the house so you can have electric light and an electric fire

			b) fit a wooden door to keep the draught out

			c) take a candle for light and a blanket to put across the door for draughts

			9 You have no shelter at home. Do you …

			a) shelter upstairs in your bedroom

			b) go to a public shelter

			c) turn a downstairs room into a bedroom and shelter there

			[image: img-32.jpg]

            
			Answers: Mostly a) – the bad news is that you’d probably be too dead to read this. Maybe you have a death wish, maybe you haven’t listened to the Government advice, maybe you panic easily … or maybe you’re just a bit dim.

			Anyway, if you are an a) person you probably wouldn’t survive the blitz unless you were very, very lucky. It wouldn’t be wise to run around the streets in a blackout, to treat bombs like big fireworks or to stand near a window during a raid – a nearby blast might not knock your house down but the flying glass would shred you!

			Mostly b) – like many people in the War you knew what you were supposed to do but sometimes got a bit careless or forgetful. If you were lucky you could make a b) mistake and get away with it. On the other hand it could be the last mistake you ever made! The only good news is that you’re not as thick as the people who answer a).

			Mostly c) – you’ve followed all the Government advice. This gives you the best chance of surviving. Of course, it’s easy to read this and think how clever you are. It’s different actually being caught in an air raid. Even people who knew the advice could panic and make a mistake that cost them their lives.

            

			Blitzed bomb shelters

			Before the War there was a really rotten report on air raids. The Air Ministry reckoned there would be … 

			700 tons of bombs dropped on British cities every day 600,000 deaths a year

			So they …

			• printed a million burial forms – just to be on the safe side

			[image: img-33.jpg]

			• started to stockpile hundreds of cardboard coffins 

			No wonder the British people were worried!

			(The Air Ministry was wrong! In fact 300,000 died during the six years of the war … more than half of them in London.)

			

			The Ministry of Home Security took charge of Air Raid Precautions (ARP) and announced:

		  [image: img-34.jpg]

			Ministry of Home Security leaflet 3 September 1940.

			

			The Government wouldn’t build your shelter. The local council dumped the bits at your door and left you to get on with it.
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			Bomb shelter fact file

			1 The Government banned people from sheltering in the London Underground train stations during an air raid. But they couldn’t stop people buying a half-pence platform ticket and refusing to come up! In the end the Government dropped the ban.

			2 By the end of September almost 200,000 people were using the Underground for shelter every night. They were fitted out with bunk beds and a library service was provided.

			3 Some stations had closed off their toilets. If you wanted to use the toilet then you probably had to take a train to the next station. Soon ‘bucket’ toilets were provided. Yeuch!

			4 Christmas 1940 saw the Underground stations decorated with streamers, and Christmas parties were held during the air raids.

			5 If you wanted to stay in your home during the bombing then you could have a Morrison shelter. It was like a steel table with wire-mesh sides and a mattress underneath. Two adults and two small children could squeeze under – but one very fat person could get stuck!

			6 In an air raid, any shelter was better than none. In a town in south-west England a young mother was caught in the street with her baby. She quickly popped the baby into a dustbin.
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		  7 One father said, ‘We don’t need a shelter. Those Anderson shelters are just corrugated iron. They’re no more than garden sheds. Our house is stronger.’ Then he saw a house that had been flattened by a bomb. The Anderson shelter next to it had survived. He bought one the same day!

			
			8 In Middlesbrough a popular verse gave a bit of advice:

			[image: img-37.jpg]

			9 One of the nastiest facts about the air raids was that your house was unguarded while you went into a shelter. If your house was damaged then it could well be ‘looted’ – anything worthwhile was stolen. And not just by professional burglars. Neighbours might grab something of yours – so did the Air Raid Precaution Wardens, the demolition men – even the police! One family left their home when an unexploded bomb landed in their potato patch – the bomb was removed and the family returned … but there wasn’t a single potato to be found!

			[image: img-38.jpg]

			10 Even a bombed house played its part in the war effort! The rubble was carted off to the countryside to build new runways for the Royal Air Force.

			Did you know?

			Sand bags were kept at the foot of lamp posts in towns. If there was a fire-bomb then you knew where to look for sand to smother it with. Good idea? Well … dogs use lamp posts as toilets. They loved the sand bags! So when you grabbed a sand bag it was always stinking and usually mouldy – and the smelly sand often fell out of the bottom!

			Barrage balloons

			The blitzed Brits were especially afraid of dive-bombers. These aeroplanes swooped low to drop their bombs. To stop this sort of bombing, barrage balloons were invented.

			These were huge, silvery balloons, each as big as a house. They were filled with gas and floated over towns, held down by heavy steel cables. Dive-bombers were torn apart by these cables.

			Many people felt safe under the cover of these silver cigar-shaped balloons. One boy described them as ‘herds of silver elephants’ as they rose, glittering in the sun. But they also caused some problems …

			Five fearful facts about barrage balloons

			1 Sometimes the cables on a balloon snapped and the balloon floated away. They made good target practice for fighter planes.

			2 Have you ever blown up a party balloon and let go of the end? If a barrage balloon got a split in it then it would charge round the sky in a similar way.

			3 A balloon could catch fire – from a lightning strike or an enemy aeroplane attack. Then it could start to come down on the town below. It could be as deadly as a bomb landing on your roof!

			4 A loose balloon trailed its wires. If they caught overhead power cables they could leave a town without power for several hours.

			5 A trailing cable caught a Women’s Royal Air Force worker (WRAF) on the back of the head. She cried with the pain and held her head in her hands. It was just as well she did … when she got to hospital her neck was found to be broken. If she hadn’t held her head straight she would have died.

			A blitzed ghost story

			Thousands of people died in the blitz. It’s not surprising that many people have stories about death and stories of the supernatural …

			

			Megan Davies woke up suddenly. It was a nightmare that had shaken her from a peaceful sleep. She struggled to remember it. The details were faint, but the young woman knew it was something to do with her mother. There was danger in that dream. Perhaps even death.

		  It was still dark in the Welsh village cottage. Megan struck a match and lit the oil lamp. She dressed quickly and hurried down to breakfast.

			‘Penny for your thoughts,’ her mother said as the young woman chewed slowly on her toast.

			‘What was that?’

			‘I said, what are you thinking about? You look worried.’

			Megan looked away. ‘Nothing, Mam.’

			‘There’s something on your mind. What is it?’

			Megan didn’t want to tell her mother about the dream. ‘I’ve got to get to work, Mam.’

			‘I want to know what’s wrong – a problem shared is a problem halved.’

			‘I’ll tell you when I get home tonight, Mam,’ Megan promised. She grabbed her hat and ran for the bus.

			She worked as well as she could. But the gloom of the dream dampened her day. As the bus climbed the valley towards her home that evening she prayed softly to herself. She prayed that she’d never have to tell her mother about that dream.

			And, when she reached home, it seemed as if her prayer had been answered. Her mother was more worried about Megan being late than about her daughter’s morning mood. ‘Got a rabbit from the butcher. Nearly gone dry in the oven it has!’

			‘Sorry, Mam!’

			‘Pat’s eaten hers.’

			Megan smiled at the young evacuee girl. ‘Rabbit pie and a safe house. You’re a lucky girl.’

			Pat looked back with a slight frown. ‘No bomb shelter,’ was all she said.

			Megan sighed. ‘You don’t need bomb shelters in the country, Pat. Don’t worry … Mr Hitler isn’t going to waste his bombs on our little village.’

			Pat didn’t look too sure.

			And it was Pat who ran down the stairs later that night crying, ‘German bomber! German bomber!’

			‘Just a bad dream,’ Mrs Davies said.

			‘No!’ the girl said.

			Megan turned her head. There was the noise of an aircraft engine. ‘Probably one of the RAF out on patrol,’ she said.

			‘No!’ Pat whined. ‘I heard them every night back home! I know what they sound like!’ She dived under the only shelter the house had – the piano.

			Megan ran to the kitchen window. Her mother followed. There was a bright flash on the mountainside. Seconds later came the roar of the bomb. The glass rattled in the old frames. ‘He’s coming up from Swansea!’ she called to her mother. ‘Dropping his bombs in the fields so he’ll get away faster. Don’t worry!’

			But Megan herself was terrified. This was the dream that she’d had last night. A second flash lit the valley. Closer this time. Then a third.

			Megan screamed. ‘Mam! Under the piano!’

			But Mrs Davies stayed in the kitchen, too terrified to move.

			When the bomb hit the house she had no chance.

			Megan and Pat survived thanks to the heavy piano. 

			When the young woman woke in hospital they told her the terrible news. Her mother had died.

			Megan looked up to the ceiling. ‘Oh, God,’ she murmured. ‘I prayed that I wouldn’t have to tell Mam about that dream. Now I never will … I never can. Was that your answer to my prayer?’
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			Did You Know?

			1 On Friday 1 September 1939 the service to the 2,000 televisions in Britain was stopped. There was no television again until 1946. Seven years without television … today some people can’t go seven minutes!
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			2 Men who joined the armed forces were paid just two shillings (10p) a day at the start of the War. This was increased to three shillings (15p) by the end of the War. Many families were poor and hungry as a result. Some companies and councils paid the men just the same even though they had gone off to fight in the armed forces. (Though one mean council sacked the men so they didn’t have to pay them!)

			3 Some men didn’t have to go off to fight if they didn’t want to. Their jobs in Britain were too important. One job considered too important was teaching!

			4 Signposts were taken down. The idea was that if enemy soldiers entered the country (or parachuted in) they wouldn’t know exactly where they were. Milestones were removed. Shop signs were painted over if they gave a clue as to where they were – ‘The Bunchester Bakery’ would become ‘The ________ Bakery’ and so on. As a result a lot of British people got lost! These rules lasted until October 1944.

			5 Names of stations were removed from platforms. You didn’t know where the train had stopped unless you lived there. A helpful railway poster suggested …
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			6 There was a shortage of beer during the War. And when there was beer to drink there sometimes weren’t any glasses to drink it from. In some pubs you could only get a drink if you took your own glass!

			7 There was a new dance invented called The Blackout Stroll. Take four steps forward, three short steps and a hop … then the lights go out. You change partners in the dark and then the lights come on.

			[image: img-42.jpg]

			8 If you had more than one dog in the house during an air raid then you were advised to shut them in separate rooms – this was to stop them biting one another in the noise and panic.

			9 The Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, wanted to know why people complained about their small meat ration. He was shown a typical meat ration. ‘That would be enough for me!’ he said. The trouble was he thought he was looking at a day’s supply of meat – but it was meant to last a week!

			10 Before the War a song was banned because it was too nasty to Germany! It was called, Even Hitler Had A Mother. Then, even though Britain was at war, songwriters were nervous about writing anti-German songs.

		

	




End of sample
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