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			Introduction

			Maths lessons are full of problems  ...  but English lessons are quite another story. Music lessons can break all records  ...  but Geography lessons have their ups and downs. Chemistry lessons can be a gas  ...  but Biology lessons are full of life.

			P.E. lessons are one long game  ...  but History!

			History is horrible! Horrible dates to remember, horrible kings fighting horrible battles against horrible people. Sometimes it all gets horribly boring!
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			Sometimes history can be horribly unfair!
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			Sometimes it can be horribly confusing!
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			But this book is about really horrible history. The sort of thing that teachers never tell you! Teachers don’t always tell you the whole truth! Honestly!

			Teachers think you’re too young to learn about gruesome things  ...  like the way Egyptians took the brains out of their mummies! So they don’t tell you  ...  then you leave school, and you may never ever learn this vital information.

			And sometimes teachers don’t tell you things because they don’t know the facts themselves! (That’s right! Teachers do not know everything  ...  just some teachers think they do.)

			So, this book will tell you the things teachers daren’t. And by the time you’re finished you will be able to teach your teacher  ...  you’ll enjoy that!

			In this book, you’ll find lots of other interesting things:

			 ... stories to make your blood run colder than a crocodile’s claw!

			 ... things to do that will be more fun than eating a bag of chips under water!

			 ... facts that are funnier than a teacher’s joke, nastier than a tramp’s sock or sadder than a three-legged sheep. I hope you’ll find them all horrible fun!

		

	


	
		
			Egypt factfile

			The most awesome fact about the Egyptians was that their civilisation lasted an awfully long time – over 3000 years. They had been around so long that their monuments were ancient even in Greek and Roman times.
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			Time line of important events

			Egyptian time is usually measured in periods called dynasties. A dynasty was the length of time that a ruling family lasted. Each dynasty could have as many as 14 kings in the family  ...  or as few as one. There were 30 Egyptian dynasties altogether followed by two Greek ones, before Egypt finally fell to the Romans and then the Arabs. This is an awesomely quick race through time ... 

		

	


	
		
			Awesome Egyptians events

  

			
    
    	Time:

    	3200 – 2300 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	1 – 6

    

    
    	Period:

    	The Old Kingdom

    

    
    	Events:

    	Upper and Lower Egypt joined together and Nile floods controlled by drain building.

    Hieroglyphic writing in common use by scribes, and calendar invented.
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    The first pyramids built, including The Great Pyramid of Cheops.
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    	Time:

    	2300 – 2050 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	7 – 11

    

    
    	Period:

    	First Intermediate Period.

    

    
    	Events:

    	Weak rule by Pepy leads to revolution and mob violence.
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    	Starvation for many peasants.
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    	Time:

    	2050 – 1775 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	11 – 12

    

    
    	Period:

    	The Middle Kingdom

    

    
    	Events:

    	Clever Pharaohs

    

    
    	

    	Art, craft and writing very rich with huge temples being built and decorated.
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    	First bakeries in the world started in Egypt.
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    	Time:

    	1775 – 1575 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	13 – 17

    

    
    	Period:

    	Second Intermediate Period.

    

    
    	Events:

    	‘Shepherd Kings’ invaders from Asia – rule the North.

    

    
    	

    	Horses and chariots beginning to be used.
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    	First sweets in the world made in Egypt.

    

    
    	

    	Better spinning and weaving.

    

    
    	

    	New musical instruments such as oboe and tambourine.
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    	Time:

    	1575 – 1085 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	18 – 20

    

    
    	Period:

    	The New Kingdom

    

    
    	Events:

    	‘Shepherd Kings’ thrown out.
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    	The greatest period in Ancient Egypt’s history.

    

    
    	

    	Rock tombs in the Valley of the Kings started.
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    	Tutankhamun lived and died.

    

    
    	

    	Ramesses II fights Hittites in great battle at Kadesh.

    

    
    	

    	Book of the Dead written on papyrus.

    

    
    	

    	Hebrew slaves in Egypt led to freedom by Moses.
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    	Time:

    	1085 – 709 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	21 – 24

    

    
    	Period:

    	The Decadence Period

    

    
    	Events:

    	Gradual end of the Egyptian kings.

    

    
    	

    	Egypt has to use soldiers from Libya to fight its battles.
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    	Time:

    	709 – 332 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	25 – 30

    

    
    	Period:

    	The Late Period

    

    
    	Events:

    	Egypt invaded by Assyrians.

    

    
    	

    	Egypt ruled by Persian Kings.

    

    
    	

    	Nubian rulers are first people to encourage the study of History.
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    	Time:

    	332 – 30 BC

    

    
    	Dynasty:

    	The Ptolemaic Period

    

    
    	Events:

    	Egypt conquered by Alexander the Great of Greece.

    

    
    	

    	Ruled by the Ptolemy family – Greeks.
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    	Last Queen of Egypt was Cleopatra.

    

   

		  



   
    
    	Time:

    	30 BC

    

        
    	Events:

    	Egypt part of the Roman Empire.

    

    
    	

    	Egypt is used to supply food to the Roman World.
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    	Time:

    	641 AD

    

        
    	Events:

    	Egypt conquered by the Arabs.
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			Phascinating Pharaohs

			The most awesome sight that you can see in Egypt is the pyramids. And the most awesome things that you can’t see are the people who had them built – the Egyptian kings or Pharaohs. They’ve now turned to dust, bones, musky mummies and, of course, history. But how did they come about?

			Before Egypt was a country, small villages had grown up on the banks of the River. Nile. Each village had a chief. The most powerful chiefs took over other villages from neighbouring chiefs. They became kings of small kingdoms by the Nile.

			Again, the most powerful would conquer neighbours and become even more powerful. In the end there were just two awesome chiefs – the King of Upper Egypt with his white crown and the King of Lower Egypt with his Red crown.

			About 3200 BC, King Menes of Upper Egypt conquered Lower Egypt – he joined the two crowns as a symbol. The country we now know as ancient Egypt was born.

			Villages with chiefs changed to countries with kings in a matter of only 200 years. How could this change have happened so quickly? Some historians think the new leaders were an awesomely clever group of people from outside Egypt – conquerors in fact. There is proof that these early kings were taller and had much larger heads than the peasants of Egypt!

			One leading historian says they came from the East. A leading hysteric says they must have come from another planet! Their skeletons and their graves have been found  ...  their flying saucer has not. Still, no one is certain  ...  make up your own mind. In any case, wherever they came from, it was their even more awesome descendants who built the pyramids.
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			Could you have been an Egyptian king?

			To become king, first you had to marry a princess whose family held the throne. If there was more than one princess in the royal family what would you do? How could you make sure that you would be the king?

			A Kill all the other princesses except your wife?

		  B Let the other princesses marry men who might fight you for the throne?

			C Marry all of the princesses to make the throne safe?

			D Have the other princesses locked away?
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				Answer: C was the most common. There was no limit to the number of wives a king could have. The more royal princesses he could marry, the safer he would be.

			

			Your royal role

		 As a king, here are some of your duties ... 

			The Heb-sed festival

			Are you fit? The king has to prove his fitness by running round a fixed course. This is usually held after the king has ruled for 30 years. This terrible trial is held at the Heb-sed festival.
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			Religious leader

			Remember you are not just a king; you are also a god. Every morning the king has to make offerings to the other gods. This is to ask the sun to rise. If you don’t, then the sun won’t rise and the world will end! (If you are a bit lazy, don’t worry. The priests usually do this job for you – the priests will also eat the offerings to the gods as part of their payment.) One of your other powers is command over the great River Nile. Each year you perform the ceremonies to make the river rise and flood the land. This keeps the land fertile for growing crops, and the people well fed.
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			Government leader

			An important duty is to keep the two parts of Egypt together – Upper and Lower Egypt. Feeling a bit overwhelmed? Don’t worry, you have lots of officials to help you run the country.

			The royal nickname

			Of course, it’s very unlikely you would have been an Egyptian king, and much more likely you’d have been a commoner. As a commoner you’d have to mind your manners with the king. For a start, you’d be in big trouble if you called the king  ...  well  ...  “King”! If you were an ordinary Egyptian it could mean death. The Egyptians believed that their ruler was sacred. They were supposed to be in awe of him. After all, he wasn’t just a king, but a god as well. So it was very insulting to use his private name! Instead they used respectful nicknames. The most popular nickname was Pharaoh, which meant ‘Great House’ or ‘Palace’ – because the king’s body was the human ‘house’ of a god.

			Awesome army leader

			The carvings on all Egyptian monuments show the king as a conqueror. What if you lose? Don’t worry, the writers (scribes) can still say you won! Ramesses II fought the Hittites at the Battle of Qadesh in Syria – the Egyptian scribes described his great victory. The Hittite writers described the same battle – but in the Hittite story the Hittites won!
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			Is she a queen  ...  or a king?

			The king of Egypt was a man  ...  but occasionally he could be a woman. Yes, a woman could be a king! If a woman was the most powerful person in Egypt then she would rule the kingdom  ... but the Egyptians would never see her as a queen.

			For the king of Egypt was also the son of the chief god, Re. The son of Re had to be a man, didn’t he? So, the king had to be a man even if she was a woman, see! If she didn’t have the qualities of a man then the Egyptians gave them to her. She would have to have a beard  ...  so they gave her a chin wig.

			Hatshepsut was a woman-king, and she often dressed in men’s clothes to look the part. She had her name written on monuments all over Egypt. But the kings that followed Hatshepsut were so confused, and in awe of her, they scratched her name off the monuments again. They tried to pretend that woman-king Hatshepsut had never existed.
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			Cleopatra was the most famous Queen of Egypt, and she didn’t have to pretend to be a man. However, she ruled the country almost 1500 years after Hatshepsut – and she was a foreigner: a Greek.

			The terrible tragedy of Tutankhamun  ...  or Would you marry your grandfather?

			King Akhenaten was a problem. He had a crazy idea that there was only one god in Egypt, Aten. And he spent so much time bothering about Aten that he forgot to defend Egypt against her enemies. The chief ministers must have been frantic.

			King Akhenaten had to go. And he went. He died suddenly and mysteriously. His Uncle Ay, the highest minister, probably had something to do with it. He saw to it that Akhenaten’s younger brother, Tutankhamun, became the new king. He was only nine when he took over the throne so he couldn’t sort out Egypt’s problems by himself. So his Uncle Ay helped him out ... and helped himself to an awesome amount of power.

			Uncle Ay sorted out the religion problems and the defence of the country. In fact, Uncle Ay ran the country while young Tutankhamun lived a quieter life with his wife, Ankhesenamun. They were very fond of hunting.

			Then Tutankhamun died. How? He could have died of natural causes  ...  but he was only 18. Or was he murdered? Maybe Tutankhamun had decided it was time to take over from Uncle Ay  ...  and maybe Uncle Ay didn’t want to let go of the power he’d enjoyed for nearly ten years.

			There were only two ways that Uncle Ay could hang on to that power. He could fight for it  ...  but he might lose in battle. Or he could kill Tutankhamun and marry the boy-king’s widow, Ankhesenamun  ...  but she was his grand-daughter.

			Ankhesenamun didn’t like the idea of marrying her grandfather one little bit  ...  would you? but what could she do? What would you have done if you’d been Ankhesenamun?
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			Ankhesenamun chose number 1 – I think I would have, too. She offered to marry Prince Zennanza, the son of the Hittite king, even though the Hittites were Egypt’s enemies! The Hittite king sent Prince Zennanza to marry Ankhesenamun  ...  but the prince never arrived! He was murdered on the way. And we can guess who arranged that!

			After her plan failed Ankhesenamun agreed to marry Grandfather Ay. And the good news? Ay became king, but he only lived another four years. That probably served him right!

			Kingly kuriosities ... 

			1 King Pepy II ruled from the age of nine till he was over 100 – awesomely longer than any other Egyptian king.

			2 King Sneferu invited 20 of his wives to row across the palace lake to entertain him. It was going well when one wife dropped her hair clip into the water. She sulked and refused to go on. The king pleaded. She refused. Finally King Sneferu had to order the court magician to find it. An ancient story says that he folded one half of the lake on top of the other and found the hair clip.
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			3 Many kings hired magicians. One knew how to cut off a goose’s head and replace it without harming the bird. Was this a bit like the sawing a lady in half trick of modern magicians? Another one could make a wild lion as tame as a pet.
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			4 King Ramesses II faced the Hittite army with no help but his pet lion  ...  and lived! He prayed to the god Amun for help. At that moment an army of allies turned up and attacked the Hittites from the back. The enemy were driven into the river where many drowned. The Hittite king agreed to make peace with Ramesses  ...  and the lion.

			5 The kings didn’t just need their mummified bodies in the afterlife. They also needed their servants. Scribes and cooks and tailors and builders and  ...  every servant they ever had on earth. Most kings were buried with models of the servants they would need.

			But the first few kings had a much more gruesome answer to the afterlife servant-problem  ...  when they died they took their human servants with them. The servants couldn’t travel to the afterlife while they were still alive, so they had to be killed!

			We don’t know if they died willingly or had to be brutally murdered. We do know that outside King Zer’s tomb, for example, there are the graves of 338 servants who were sacrificed at his funeral. It wasn’t until the eighth king, Ka’a, was buried that this ‘awesome’ custom died out.
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			Serving the king was a great honour. But would you like to have worked for him knowing that when he died, you died?

			6 The Romans ruled Egypt as part of the Roman Empire. The days of the great kingdom of Egypt were ended after over 3,000 years. Ancient Egypt has been the longest-running empire in the history of humankind. Awesome!

			7 The last kings of Egypt weren’t Egyptian, they were all Greek. After Alexander the Great conquered the country in 332 BC, the Greek Ptolemy family ruled the country for almost 300 years. The last Ptolemy ruler was awesome Queen Cleopatra. But Cleo came to a nasty end.

			Cleopatra’s lover was the Roman ruler, Julius Caesar. He had protected her from a Roman invasion – but Julius was then murdered. She had to decide which of his two successors she should support  ...  Augustus or Mark Antony? She decided to bet on Mark Antony  ...  and became his lover.

			She lost her bet. And when Mark Antony lost in a war against Augustus – Cleo was finished. The end would have been hilarious if it hadn’t been so tragic.

			Mark Antony heard that Cleopatra had killed herself. He was so upset he fell on his sword and tried to kill himself. He failed.

			Then he heard that Cleopatra hadn’t tried to kill herself She was alive! He had himself carried to her  ...  then he died of his wound. Cleopatra was so upset she then really did kill herself.
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