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			Introduction

			History can be horrible because history, like school, can be full of bullies…
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			You’ll be having a nice, peaceful life when along comes a bully and changes all that…
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			Who do you feel sorry for? The victim, of course!

			But history is never that simple. Sooner or later the bully will meet up with an even more scary bully – usually one with better weapons…

			[image: img-5.JPG]

			Who do you feel sorry for now?

			And what does the bully do when s/he’s bullied? Give in and become a slave? Or stand up to the new bully?

			[image: img-6.JPG]
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			The Incas were a bit like that. They came along and bullied the people of Peru into handing over their wealth. Then along came the Spanish invaders (the ‘conquistadors’) and turned the Incas into slaves.

			So who do you feel sorry for?

			To be honest there are no easy answers. That’s why history is so horrible.

			Of course school history books like questions with easy answers!

			Question: ‘When did the Spanish arrive in Peru?’

			Answer: ‘1532.’

			B-O-R-I-N-G!

			But this is a horrible history and it will look at the questions that really matter. So trash that textbook and find out the terrible truth about the Incas …

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

	


	
		
			Timeline

			Early Incan timeline

			11,000 BC The first people settle in the area we now call Peru.

			[image: img-9.JPG]

			1250 BC Tribes of people begin to form in the Andes. They’re called things like Chavin and Chimu, Nazca and Tiahuanaco.

						AD 600 For a couple of hundred years the people from the Huari region will boss the western Andes. With them comes the spread of mummy burial. (That’s corpses wrapped in cloth, not burying your mother.)

                        [image: img-10.JPG]

			
			900 The Huari have gone (in a bit of a Huari) and the people split into tribes again. Most of these little states are no bigger than a single valley.

						1105 Around this time the first Incan lord, Sinchi Roca, begins to rule his tribe, but his people are not very powerful … yet.

            [image: img-11.JPG]

			
			1370 The Chimu people are the biggest bullying bosses in Peru. They’re led by Nancen Pinco who lives in Chan Chan. It seems as if these Chimu built a new palace for each new ruler and kept the old palaces going after the rulers died.
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			1438 The little Incan tribe starts to grow quickly and that means trouble. Over the next fifty years the incredible Incas will conquer all the other tribes and rule them.
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						Incan Empire timeline

			1100 The Incas start to spread out and conquer other people. Maybe a few years of dry weather left them low on food so they had to go out and pinch it.

			1438 The Chanca people attack the Incas. They’re defeated but the invasion starts the Incas fighting amongst themselves.
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			1492 Chris Columbus stumbles across America. He’ll soon be followed by Spanish conquistadors who’ll conquer the South American peoples. They haven’t reached the Incan lands yet … but give them time.

			1525 A terrible plague sweeps through the Incan homeland – probably a disease like measles or smallpox brought from Europe. The Spanish aren’t in Peru yet but their germs are!

             [image: img-15.JPG]

			Later we’ll see what happens when the Spanish arrive…

		

	


	
		
			Legendary lords

			Where do humans come from? People have wondered this since they had two brain cells to think with.

			Scientists say . . .
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			They could be right. 

			Christians say…
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			They could be right. The Bible reckons God made us in his image and some of us are very god-like, aren’t we?

			But the Incas came up with an even more sensible idea…
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			A bit like worms!

			[image: img-19.JPG]

			Lord number 1: Mighty Manco

			There are three caves at Paqari-tampu where (they say) the first Incan leader first saw the light of day. His name was Manco Capac and he popped out of one of the caves with his three brothers and four sisters. Ten groups of people appeared from the other caves, but naturally the Incas were the leaders. Then they set off on a great journey through the Andes…

			[image: img-20.JPG]

			[image: img-21.JPG]

			[image: img-22.JPG]

			[image: img-23.JPG]

			Incan legends say Manco was the first of eight Lords of Cuzco – their valley in the Andes. No one is sure how true the stories about the eight lords are. The important thing is that most Incas believed these stories.

			Lord number 2: Super Sinchi

			Another story says that when Manco Capac died there were lots of his children who could have taken his place. The people all wanted Sinchi Roca… but Sinchi was NOT expected to take the throne ahead of his brothers.

			How did he do it? With a bit of help from his mum! Would you like to be the next Prime Minister/President/King/Queen of your country? Here’s how Mama Ocllo fixed it for Sinchi…
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			The trick seemed to work and Sinchi Roca was made the new Lord of Cuzco.

			Stylish Sinchi

			Sinchi was much more peaceful than dead old Manco. He spent less time murdering people and more time inventing things. What was his greatest invention? It was something that would show all the people who the royal family were, at a glance.

			What did super Sinchi invent?

		  a) golden crowns b) purple robes c) fringe hairstyles

			[image: img-27.JPG]

            			

	  
				Answer: c) Yes, Sinchi Roca said that the Incan rulers would have their hair cut straight across the forehead. 

			

                        						Did you know…?

			Sinchi Roca started another new trend after he died! He was the first of the Incan lords to be turned into a mummy. The corpse was kept so well it was put on show in Cuzco two hundred years after he died.

			Lord number 3: Lovely Lloque

			Third emperor (Lloque Yupanqui) was a pretty peaceful bloke compared to Manco. Even though he didn’t go around flattening farmers, looting lands and ruling ruthlessly he was still remembered as . . .
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			Surprisingly enough, Lloque was called ‘left-handed’ because… he was left-handed.

			Unforgettable? Well anyone who looked at Lloque would never forget him. That face would haunt your dreams for ever. He was simply the ugliest man anyone had ever seen! His sad story is soon told…

            
				People who saw him ran away.

				His chief wife couldn’t stand the sight of him.

				He had no children with his chief wife.

				He was advised to take the daughter of a neighbouring chief for a wife – she couldn’t stand the sight of him either.

				Her father forced her to marry Lloque and she gave birth to Mayta Capac.

            

			Unforgettably ugly – do you know anyone like that?

			Lord number 4: Mighty Mayta Capac

			The fourth Lord of Cuzco, Mayta Capac, was big trouble from the moment he was born.

            
				Legend said that he was born six months before he was due.

				As a newborn baby he was strong and had all his teeth.

				By the time he was a year old he was as big as an eight-year-old. (Imagine the size of his nappies!)

            

			Mayta ruled in the 1300s and began invading the tribes next to Cuzco valley. What was it that made Mayta such a nasty neighbour? The weather!

			[image: img-29.JPG]

			Mayta wasn’t going to go hungry. He was simply going to train his people to fight and go out and pinch the food and water from other tribes. He was going to be the biggest bully since Manco Capac.

			It’s not surprising, really. Stories say Mayta had grown up as a big, bad boy, picking fights with any boys he came across. (You probably know someone like that.) He wasn’t afraid to fight with bigger boys and the legends say he ‘beat them badly’.
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			While he was still a boy he picked a fight with some peasants near Cuzco and killed them. This started a revolt by their tribe and his dad had trouble keeping it under control…

			[image: img-31.JPG]

			So mighty Mayta Capac was the perfect emperor to start conquering his next-door neighbours and making them hand over their hard-earned food supplies.

			It was soon time to make Mayta a man. He had to go through the correct Incan ceremony…

			Bye-bye boyhood

			Do you know anyone who is growing into a man? Then instead of a birthday party or a school-leaver’s do, why not give them a special treat? An Incan initiation! Follow these simple Incan rules to see your pal safely into the adult world…

			[image: img-32.JPG]

			Lord number 5: Conquering Capac

			Mayta Capac made his son, Capac Yupanqui, Lord of Cuzco… then Mayta died. Most lords named their oldest son to be the next ruler. Young Capac Yupanqui wasn’t Mayta Capac’s oldest son. What was wrong with Capac Yupanqui’s older brother?

			a) he was too thick

			[image: img-33.JPG]

			b) he was too ugly
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			c) he was too kind and gentle

			[image: img-35.JPG]



			
				Answer: b) Yes, the poor lad took after his grandfather, Lloque, and was considered too ugly to be the Lord of the Incas. (Not like royals today! It seems they have to be ugly to get the job!)

			

                        			

			Capac Yupanqui was the first Incan lord to capture lands outside the Cuzco Valley where the Incas started. But he only got about 12 miles from Cuzco. He wasn’t exactly Julius Caesar or Alexander the Great, you understand.

		  Did you know . . .?

			Capac Yupanqui was known as the ‘Unforgettable King’ … unfortunately we know very little about his reign. It seems that everyone has forgotten!
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			Lord number 6: Roca on – again!

			Capac Yupanqui’s son, Inca Roca, conquered a bit more to the south-east of Cuzco but the Incas weren’t the greatest warriors, as the following story shows…
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			Lord number 7: Huacac whack, whack!

			Yahuar Huacac couldn’t have hated his Ayarmaca captivity that much. He married an Ayarmaca girl! But then he also married other wives. Not a very healthy thing to do. Today, in most countries, marrying two women will get you punished. But in Incan times it was more deadly. 

			Yahuar Huacac announced…
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			And, would you believe it, the second wife arranged for the second son of the first wife to be murdered.
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			This was followed shortly after by the emperor’s own death…
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			Lord number 8: Vicious Viracocha

			Viracocha probably ruled around the early 1400s. He wasn’t satisfied with being a ‘lord’ – he called himself ‘Creator God’. (This is a bit like your head teacher calling themselves Minister of Education. A teeny bit over the top.)

			Before Vile Vira came on the scene the Incas had attacked other tribes, conquered them, then gone home. Now Vira decided it was time they stayed there and ruled. First they decided to take over the Ayarmaca people who lived to the south of the Incas’ Cuzco valley. So what did they do?

			[image: img-44.JPG]

			Wrong! The Incas were smarter than you – that’s why they got to rule Peru, which is more than you’ll ever do. No, the Incas attacked the Urubamba! This was a valley beyond the Ayarmaca.

			[image: img-45.JPG]

			It worked. Whichever way the Ayarmaca faced they’d be stabbed in the back.

		

	




End of sample
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