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INTRODUCTION

This book contains an amazing key that will help you unlock treasures of healing, victory, and restoration that you may have thought were out of reach for you. How well I remember the terrible cloud of darkness and depression that settled upon me many years ago. Thoughts of suicide welled up like a strong tidal wave. Into this deep darkness a super -natural light suddenly broke through and lifted me into a realm of amazing grace and triumph. A new song came into my life, and its melody and many variations of that melody have touched hundreds of thousands of people across the globe.

I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that if you have experienced dark clouds of defeat and depression, the truths in this book will help release a song of joy and the voice of triumph in your life. What song are you singing today? Is your step burdened? If you connect with the truths in this volume, you will begin singing a new song and know the Lord’s promise, “to give [you] beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness” (Is. 61:3b).

There is a gift waiting for you that you simply need to unwrap. God’s amazing love has arranged for you to have this gift. It is reserved just for you. This book is an invitation to you to receive your gift. It will never leave you. What it will do is take you from one realm of joy to another. I know it. I have experienced this personally. So can you.


Chapter One

THE LANGUAGE OF GLORY

I believe in the power of speaking in tongues. I believe because I have witnessed its power in my own experience as well as in the experiences of others. One night very late I began praying in tongues and prayed aggressively for nearly three hours. Although I did not know what I was praying for, I sensed that I was praying through to victory for something very important. I wasn’t afraid or particularly in distress, just very intent to faithfully pray with the Lord until He released me.

When the burden lifted I got up and left my office to go to bed. Going down the hall I noticed the light was still on in my daughter Anna’s room, where she was studying for college semester finals. I stuck my head in to say good night and felt impressed to ask Anna not to drive my car to school that day. “Take your mother’s Jeep,” I insisted. Anna normally drove my car to class in the mornings. I knew of no reason for my request other than the deep and distinct impression I felt. I learned long ago to pay attention to these promptings of the Holy Spirit. After I repeated my request a couple of times, Anna finally rolled her eyes at me and said, “Okay, Dad, I promise!”

A few hours later Anna was on her way to her class. That particular morning she decided to take a route she was not accustomed to. An early rain had left the road surfaces slippery. Blinded by the morning sun in her eyes, Anna lost control of the vehicle as she unexpectedly came upon a hairpin curve. The Jeep skidded off the road and slammed head-on into a tree at approximately 35 mph, pinning Anna inside. The vehicle was totaled.

By the time Bonnie and I were notified and arrived on the scene, an emergency rescue team was extracting Anna from the Jeep on a stretcher. Fire, police, and emergency rescue personnel were everywhere. One of them told Bonnie, “I’ve worked nearly 30 calls like this, and this is the first time the driver survived.” We heard similar stories from other rescue personnel who were present. In their experience, accidents of this type almost always resulted in massive injuries or death. What we heard over and over that morning from officials on the scene were the words, “It’s a miracle your daughter is alive.”

After the ambulance left for the hospital, one of the police officers present pointed again at the demolished Jeep. “Those airbags saved her life,” he said. Bonnie and I knew also that God and His angels had been on assignment. My car—the one Anna normally drove to class—was not equipped with airbags. Had she been driving my car that morning, the outcome might have been altogether different. As it was, Anna suffered bad breaks in both legs, but fully recovered with no permanent ill effects from her injuries.

That morning I understood why I had been so burdened in prayer just hours before. The Holy Spirit knew of the danger ahead of time and prompted me to pray in tongues until the burden lifted. One alert watchman can save an entire house. The thief who comes to steal, kill, and destroy will pass by a house where the watch lamps are brightly burning.

During nearly 30 years of ministry I have personally witnessed multiplied thousands of instances where people who have turned to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith after hear -ing the gospel preached have manifested confirming signs and wonders in their lives as evidence of the Lord’s presence. Blind people have received their sight and deaf people their hearing. Lame people have walked and demonized people have been delivered. Many new believers, even those who have never heard of the Holy Spirit, have spontaneously received the baptism of the Spirit, evidenced by speaking in tongues. I particularly remember one overseas crusade in which thousands responded to the gospel. As I prayed over these new converts and welcomed the Holy Spirit, He swept over the crowd in a wave, and 50,000 began speaking in tongues at one time.

Over the last century the Church has seen an outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and of the presence and power of the Lord that are unparalleled since Pentecost. God is up to something big, and speaking in tongues is just one part—one indicator of what He is doing.

From the River to the Glory

For the better part of a decade now thousands of believers have been basking in the warm flow of a spiritual renewal that has become popularly known as “the river.” Epitomized by the outpourings at the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship in Toronto, Ontario, and the Brownsville Assembly of God in Pensacola, Florida, this latter-day visitation of the Spirit of God has resulted in many lost people being saved—their lives totally transformed by the power of God—and many more believers who have received a fresh touch from the Spirit—a deepening sense of His intimate presence.

As wonderful and refreshing as it is, “the river” is only the beginning. Signs are all around that God has opened a new phase, which we could call “the glory.” Building on “the river” experience, “the glory” seeks to take us beyond it to even deeper levels of intimacy with the Lord and greater manifestations of His presence. It seeks to reconnect us to the kind of outpouring of the Holy Spirit that came at Pentecost, marking and empowering the Church to carry out Christ’s commission to carry the gospel to every nation.

As believers in the twenty-first century, we are part of the last-days Church. It is highly possible that our generation or that of our children will witness the return of Christ. Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Mt. 24:14). There is no logistical or technological reason why that commission cannot be fulfilled within our lifetime. We have even now the means to carry it out. Jesus charged the Church with the mission of preaching the gospel and making disciples in every nation. That is her purpose, her very reason for existing as a body. Every endowment from God, every spiritual gift, every empowerment we receive from the Lord is to equip her for that mission.

The Church is the Bride of Christ, and part of the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to prepare the Bride for the coming of her Bridegroom. When Jesus comes to claim His Bride, she will appear before Him arrayed in the glorious garments of grace, faith, obedience, and holiness. By herself, the Bride can do nothing. It is the Spirit of God who anoints the Bride of Christ. As the day of the Bridegroom’s return approaches, the Spirit’s activity of preparation will increase. This is an awesome mystery. God is doing a mighty work in His people. He is transforming us into a Bride fit for His Son, and His agent in this transformation is the Holy Spirit.

As the preparer of the Bride, the Holy Spirit is like Abraham’s servant in the Book of Genesis, who was the steward and administrator of everything that Abraham owned, and who Abraham sent to find and prepare a bride for his son Isaac. He went out and chose Rebekah, who became Isaac’s wife. The Holy Spirit is like the king’s eunuch in the Book of Esther who trained and taught Esther and prepared her to go before the king.

This is the same Holy Spirit who came on the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after the resurrection of Jesus and ten days after His ascension, and filled the 120 believers who were gathered together in that upper room in Jerusalem. He is the third Person of the Godhead, coequal with God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son. When the Spirit filled those believers at Pentecost, they began to speak in tongues. The Spirit’s presence connected them with the heart and mind of God in a whole new way, and speaking in tongues was the “supernaturally natural” expression of that connection.

Speaking in tongues is “spirit talk,” a language that connects us to the glory of God just as it did for those believers at Pentecost. As we move from “the river” into “the glory,” tongues will continue to be a major part of the process.

Spiritual “Windtalkers”

Speaking in tongues is the language of glory, an outward manifestation of the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise that the Holy Spirit would come to dwell permanently in the hearts and lives of believers. The Holy Spirit gave birth to the Church and part of that birth was tongues. The Church was born speaking in tongues.


When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:1-4).



Not long ago, two events occurred in our country that brought greater public attention to one of the lesser-known stories of World War II. President George W. Bush awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian award Congress can bestow, to four surviving members of the original 29 “windtalkers”—Native Americans of the Navajo nation who served as Marines in the Pacific theater and who used their Navajo language as a communications code that the Japanese found impossible to break. At about the same time, a Hollywood motion picture named “Windtalkers” was released, which gave a fact-based but somewhat fictionalized account of the same story.

The word windtalkers refers to the Navajo way of speaking, a “talking into the wind.” A Navajo code talker was assigned to each Marine division to provide secure communication between them free from interception by the Japanese. In what undoubtedly sounded like mere gibberish to the eavesdropping enemy, these “windtalkers” used their unique language to coordinate battle plans and strategy, call in artillery fire, and give status reports. They are credited with making significant contributions to the American victories on Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, and other major battles on the islands of the Pacific.

This story of the Navajo windtalkers brought to my mind a connection with those believers long ago who talked into the “wind” of Pentecost. The Greek word pneuma, which is often translated “spirit,” also means “breath” or “wind.” The 120 believers gathered in that upper room heard “a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,” and they “began to speak with other tongues.” These newly Spirit-filled believers were spiritual “windtalkers.” They spoke in a new language that was like a “breath” of Heaven.

Just as the Japanese could not penetrate the code of the Navajo windtalkers, so the devil cannot break through the language of the Spirit. Speaking in tongues is a heavenly communication, a language that links us with the glory of God. It puts us in tune with His heart and mind. Just as the Navajo windtalkers alone could understand each other in their unique tongue, so also do spiritual windtalkers have a secure communication with the Lord, a special language or “code” that cannot be intercepted, understood, or subverted by the enemy. Speaking in tongues is the language of the realm of Heaven. The problem is that we have spiritualized and religionized it to such a point of controversy that it is easy to lose sight of its true nature and purpose—to connect us with the glory of the Lord.

Spiritual Power Is for Bearing Witness to Jesus

The last thing the risen Jesus said to His followers before He ascended to Heaven was:


But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8).



Jesus’ words contain two imperatives for His disciples: “You shall receive power,” and “you shall be witnesses to Me.” These two “you shalls” go together; either one is meaningless without the other. A witness to Jesus that has no spiritual power accomplishes nothing, and spiritual power that does not witness to Jesus has no purpose.

Every spiritual gift and other endowment of the Spirit, including speaking in tongues, is bestowed on believers for the ultimate purpose of equipping and enabling us to bear witness, both individually and corporately, to the saving work of Jesus Christ through His death on the cross and His bodily resurrection. Whenever we begin to focus on spiritual gifts for their own sake, whether tongues or anything else, we are headed for trouble. As Christians we are always in danger of slipping into one or the other of two extremes, both equally dangerous. Placing too little emphasis on the gifts and presence of the Holy Spirit robs us of power, while placing too much robs us of vision and direction because it takes our eyes off Jesus.

Before He went back to Heaven, Jesus charged His followers with a clear and specific commission:


Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age (Matthew 28:19-20).



Our marching orders are to make disciples in every nation and teach them to obey Jesus. To enable us to carry out His command, Jesus promised to be present with us always, and His presence always brings His power. Jesus’ presence with us enables us to proclaim the gospel with power and see lives transformed by His Spirit.

Mark records the same commission in slightly different form, but the implications are the same:


And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark 16:15-18).



Both forms of Jesus’ commission stress the preeminence of bearing witness—of preaching the gospel and making disciples—and both promise the presence of the living Lord with His people. While Matthew focuses on the fact of Jesus’ presence—“I will be with you always”—Mark emphasizes the evidence of His presence—“And these signs will follow those who believe…”

Luke likewise closes his Gospel with commissioning words from Jesus, and like Matthew and Mark, they focus on proclaiming the gospel throughout the world and on the empowering presence of the Lord that makes it possible:


Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high (Luke 24:46-49).



Our commission as believers is to preach to all nations “repentance and remission of sins” in Jesus’ name. The “Promise of My Father” refers to the Holy Spirit, who descended upon and filled the believers on the Day of Pentecost, at which time they were “endued with power from on high.” As Acts 2:4 makes clear, the initial evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit in power was that the believers “began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” This set the stage for the preaching of the gospel to the thousands of pilgrims who were in Jerusalem for the festival.

In every instance, the release of spiritual power is inextricably bound up with the mission of bearing witness to Jesus. At the same time, speaking in tongues is clearly linked to the release of spiritual power as the initial outward manifestation of that power. Even then, however, its function was to enable the multinational crowd in Jerusalem to hear and understand the gospel, each in their own language, so that all who responded would be saved.

Here, then, is a solid and unchanging biblical principle: We are given spiritual power for the purpose of bearing witness to Jesus.

The Secret of Spiritual Power

In our generation more than ever before, the world is center stage to a spiritual battle of epic proportions between the powers of darkness and the powers of light. The Church is the vanguard for the powers of light on the earth, and we need weapons equal to the fight. Human wisdom and understanding are not enough. Jesus did not say, “You shall receive knowledge when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,” nor did He say, “You shall receive wisdom when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” He said, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” We do not need any more plans or schemes or formulas based on human wisdom or ingenuity; we are already stuffed to the gills with those. What we need is power—spiritual power.

Once, during a trip to Israel, I was praying with my family at the Garden Tomb when I felt the gentle nudge of the Spirit asking me rhetorically, “Where is the power of the Church? Where is the power in your life?”

There is a secret to the power. It is the secret that gives me the confidence of knowing every time I stand before 50,000 or 100,000 people or more during a crusade that God is going to heal several thousand of them. It is the secret that assures me that signs and wonders and miracles will flow. The Holy Spirit is the avenue, the agent through whom the power comes, but that power is released into and through our lives when certain conditions are met.

Paul of Tarsus knew the secret. He revealed it in his first letter to the church in Corinth:


And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).



Did you catch that? The apostle Paul, one of the most highly educated and brilliant intellectuals of his day, determined to know nothing among the Corinthians except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. That is the key. The secret to the “demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in Paul’s preaching and ministry lay not in his great learning or in “persuasive words of human wisdom,” but in the simple message of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

In our day we have so exalted excellence of human speech and profoundness of human wisdom that the basic truth of Jesus Christ and Him crucified often appears hopelessly rustic and archaic to our jaded and sophisticated minds, too simple a concept for a complex and enlightened age. It was just this kind of thinking that Paul had in mind when he wrote:


For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.…For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:18,22-24).



The secret to the release of spiritual power in our lives, our churches, and our ministries is to keep ourselves focused on the simple and basic message of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” We have no other message for a lost and dying world. No other name under Heaven can bring salvation; only the name of Jesus. There is power in the name and the blood of Jesus. Sins are forgiven and lives are transformed in the name and by the blood of Jesus. Signs, wonders, and miracles flow when the gospel is preached and the name of Jesus is lifted up before the lost. Do you want to see the power of the Holy Spirit at work in you and through you? Then center your life on Jesus. Do not focus on the gifts but on the Giver; not on the power but on the One who is the source of the power.

We have two choices. Will our faith be in the wisdom of men or in the power of God? As long as we depend on human wisdom we will have a form of godliness but no power. If we emphasize peripherals—give primary attention to those things the Lord has said are secondary—we will also be disappointed in our desire to see God’s Spirit move in power. We must keep the chief thing the chief thing: Proclaim Jesus Christ and Him crucified. That and nothing else is the secret to the release of spiritual power.

Connecting to God’s Glory

God’s desire for us is that we be a people in whom His glory can dwell, both individually and corporately. He wants to release us as carriers of His glory and His power. Through the Holy Spirit He has anointed us to carry the light of His truth and life, a light that none of the powers of darkness can withstand. As believers, each of us has been ordained of God to carry the mantle of His power and authority and be vessels through whom He can reveal His glory.

As part of that mantle, the Lord has imparted to us specific “grace gifts” to equip us for our role as agents of His power. One of the most personally useful of these is speaking in tongues. The gift of tongues is a marvelous endowment of the Holy Spirit. It helps us communicate directly with the Lord. Speaking in tongues is the main avenue to our flying higher and swimming deeper in the things of God. It is a special prayer language that connects us with the glory of God, enabling us to pray in the Spirit when we do not know what or how to pray in the weakness and limitation of our human minds. There is no limitation to praying in the Spirit because it taps into the limitless mind of God.

In our own human weakness, we often have difficulty expressing the true depth of our feelings and burdens to the Lord. Praying in the Spirit helps us overcome that difficulty. As Paul explained it to the Romans:


Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God (Romans 8:26-27).



We may not know the will of God in every situation, but the Holy Spirit does, and intercedes for us accordingly. He aids us in prayer because He knows what is really going on in the realm that we do not see. He helps us aim our “prayer arrows” so that they always hit the target.

When the Spirit came the first time on the Day of Pentecost, He came with tongues. As He came then, He still comes today. Every true believer in Christ has the Holy Spirit living within, because the Spirit is the agent of God’s saving grace and without His presence there is no salvation. Not every believer speaks in tongues, however. Some have been taught that the gift of tongues ceased around the end of the first century; others, that tongues are for some but not all. Speaking in tongues is certainly not necessary for salvation, but it is a wonderful asset for prayer and for helping us grow in effective ministry and in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. I believe, therefore, that it is available for every born-again follower of Christ who desires it and seeks it humbly and in faith.

When we pray in tongues the Holy Spirit gives utterance to things that we cannot express in human language. Because it is by nature an “unknown tongue,” flowing in it calls for humility and submission on our part. We must be willing in faith to yield every part of ourselves to the King of glory—our body, mind, spirit, tongue, vocal cords. Everything yields to Jesus. To the natural mind this sounds foolish or even scary, but “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:25). That which we surrender to Jesus willingly, completely, and in humble faith He will bless and multiply exceedingly and abundantly beyond what we could ever do with our own resources.

Speaking in tongues carries many benefits for our spiritual lives. For one thing, it helps us grow more intimate with God. The more we speak in tongues the more we become possessed by the Holy Spirit. When we are exhausted and weary, speaking in tongues refreshes us in a marvelous way. It is like being in a flowing river on a hot day. Along with getting into God’s Word regularly and spending quality time with Jesus on a daily basis, speaking in tongues is one of the best ways to get refilled.

Whenever we speak in tongues, we are magnifying and glorifying God because we are praying in the language of the Spirit—the language of glory. At the same time, we are also strengthening and building ourselves up in our faith: “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life” (Jude 1:20-21). Praying in the Spirit is a means by which we can build ourselves up, as well as our families, our homes, and our churches. Speaking in tongues is not just some kind of badge we pull out once in awhile as proof that we have been baptized in the Spirit. On the contrary, it is a wonderful tool and awesome spiritual weapon that God has given us, one that we do not utilize nearly often enough.

It is truly unfortunate that the practice of speaking in tongues has become such a point of contention in the Church. People on both sides of the issue have made the same mistake of focusing so much attention on the manifestation of tongues as to lose sight of the meaning behind it. As much a wonder as the gift of tongues is, it is merely an outward sign of an even greater wonder, that the living God has come down in the person of the Holy Spirit to literally and permanently dwell in the hearts of His people.

Pentecost was not an afterthought with God, but part of His plan from the beginning. Joel prophesied it centuries before the fact:


And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28-29).



The glory of the Lord came down on that first Pentecost after the death and resurrection of Jesus. In a similar manner, the glory of God descended on Mt. Sinai not long after He led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt. We can better understand the significance of Pentecost if we understand the significance of what happened at Mt. Sinai. In many ways, Mt. Sinai foreshadowed Pentecost.


Chapter Two

MT. SINAI: FORESHADOWING PENTECOST

A couple of years ago I was leading a conference that was held under a large tent. This particular evening the tent was full with about 1,000 people present. At one point I began singing spontaneously under the leading of the Holy Spirit, using Paul’s words from Second Corinthians:


Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).



As I started to sing people began to scream. Fortunately, they were not screaming about my singing! There was a big commotion in the middle of the crowd, and people were pointing to the top of the tent. There, just under the canvas, was a circling smoky cloud with shiny golden beams emanating from it, almost like gold lightning. The cloud stayed with us for about 30 minutes. We even recorded it on videotape, but the quality of our cameras was poor. It reappeared a few months later at another meeting, and this time we had better cameras.

All of the people who witnessed this cloud were awed by it and many were filled with the Holy Spirit afresh. We have made videotapes available for churches, and many pastors who have played the tape for their congregations report similar instances of recommitment among their people.

For me the appearance of this “glory cloud” is, in a small way, reminiscent of two related events recorded in Scripture: the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost into the midst of the infant Church to infill and empower the believers, and the descent at Mount Sinai of the “glory cloud” of God’s presence into the midst of the infant nation of Israel. Both involved the supernatural and direct presence of God with His people as well as divine-human interaction through speech. At Sinai God was establishing a nation; at Pentecost the Spirit of God was establishing a Church. Sinai was where God sought to connect directly with His people. Pentecost was the initial place where believers connected with the presence of God.

The first Christian Pentecost was not an isolated event but the culmination of a divinely preordained plan with its roots in early Jewish history. Many events in the Old Testament prefigure those of the New. A particular correlation exists between Mount Sinai and Pentecost. In many ways, Mount Sinai foreshadowed Pentecost.

Glory Like a Consuming Fire

From their earliest days as a nation, the Israelites learned to associate the glory and presence of God with cloud, smoke, and fire. As they moved from camp to camp in the wilderness, God led them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (see Ex. 13:21-22). When the Israelites camped at Sinai, God prepared to reveal His glory visibly to them so that they would obey Him and trust and follow Moses as God’s chosen leader. The people took two days to consecrate and prepare themselves, and on the third day the glory of the Lord appeared on the mountain. Once again, He came with cloud, smoke, and fire. It must have been an awesome sight.


Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up (Exodus 19:16-20).



Following this scene are four chapters listing laws that God gave to the Israelites through Moses, beginning with the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:1-17. The narrative continues in chapter 24 with Moses relating to the Israelites all the words and judgments he had received from God. Afterwards, the people offered up burnt offerings to the Lord and Moses read the “Book of the Covenant” to the people, sprinkled blood from the offerings on them, and consecrated them in the covenant (see Ex. 24:3-8). When this was completed, God summoned Moses to the top of the mountain in order to give him the stone tablets of the law. Once again, the glory of the Lord appeared in cloud and fire.


Now the glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. The sight of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights (Exodus 24:16-18).



Mount Sinai was the original “Pentecost,” where God was setting apart for Himself a distinct and unique people, “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6a), who were to enjoy a unique relationship with Him and know His constant presence among them. On that day the glory of the Lord appeared to the children of Israel as a thick covering cloud and “like a consuming fire,” and out of that cloud and fire the Lord spoke.

Centuries later, the glory of the Lord appeared like another kind of fire among another group of people. Instead of a mountain in the wilderness, the scene is an upper room in Jerusalem. Instead of former slaves newly liberated from Egypt, the people are willing bondservants of the King of kings, Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and ascended, and are worshiping and waiting expectantly as He had commanded them to do.


When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:1-4).



The parallels are striking. On Mount Sinai the glory of the Lord appeared “like a consuming fire”; at Pentecost it appeared as “divided tongues, as of fire.” At Sinai there were “thunderings and lightnings”; at Pentecost, “a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind.” At Sinai God spoke to the people through Moses; at Pentecost, the people spoke to God “with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Both events centered on what I call the “thick presence” of the Holy Spirit. In both cases the glory of the Lord came down, and in the case of Pentecost, the believers were filled with the Spirit and spoke in tongues. At Pentecost the filling of the Spirit and speaking in tongues went hand in hand. This is why I contend that tongues is the prayer language of the Spirit, a heavenly language that connects us to the glory of God.

Pentecost: The Feast of Weeks

Avital connection between Mount Sinai and Pentecost has been acknowledged since ancient times. According to a rabbinical tradition that began with the great twelfth-century Jewish rabbi and philosopher Maimonides, Pentecost is associated with the giving of the Law at Sinai and the birth of Jewish national existence. Jerome, a fourth-century “church father,” translator of the Vulgate, the Latin version of the Scriptures, and one of the greatest scholars and intellectuals produced by the early Church, also recognized the connection. Comparing Pentecost with Mount Sinai, Jerome wrote, “There is Sinai, here Sion; there the trembling mountain, here the trembling house; there the flaming mountain, here the flaming tongues; there the noisy thunderings, here the sounds of many tongues; there the clangor of the ramshorn, here the notes of the gospel-trumpet.”

The oldest association of Pentecost with Mount Sinai derives from its identification with one of the three annual festivals of Israel. “Pentecost” is the Greek name for the Jewish “Feast of Weeks.” Part of the Law given at Sinai stipulated three major agricultural festivals the Israelites were to celebrate every year: the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Harvest (Pentecost) and the Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles). Occurring 50 days after Passover, Pentecost celebrated the end of the grain harvest. Its primary focus was to express gratitude to God for a good harvest. Because it was a harvest festival, Pentecost was also known as the “feast of the firstfruits.”

For Christians, the primary significance of Pentecost is the coming of the Holy Spirit to infill and indwell the Church. What connection is there between this event and the Feast of Weeks? Why did the Spirit come during a harvest celebration? When Peter spoke to the crowd in Jerusalem who had gathered because they had seen and heard the believers speaking in tongues, he explained that they were witnessing the fulfillment of a prophecy from the Book of Joel:


But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:16-21).



The prophecy of Joel that Peter quoted (Joel 2:28-32) was given originally in the context of a locust plague that had devastated Israel’s crops, followed by a severe drought. Joel promised that God would bring agricultural restoration if the people gathered together in a sacred assembly and repented. On the heels of this promise, Joel then promised that God would pour out His Spirit on people without regard to age, gender, or social status, thus linking together the ideas of material and spiritual restoration.

With the killing of the paschal lamb, Passover commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian slavery and at the same time marked the beginning of the harvest season with an offering of firstfruits. The Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost closed the season with a thanksgiving celebration for a fruitful har -vest. Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn. 1:29b) was crucified during Passover. Three days later He was raised from the dead, becoming the “first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20b). Seven weeks later, during the end-of-harvest celebration at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the young Church, the gospel was proclaimed in power, and a great spiritual “harvest”— the first of the Church era—brought 3,000 souls into the Kingdom of God.

Pentecost is not just about manifestations. It is not just about a rushing mighty wind, or divided tongues of fire. It is not even just about speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance, as important as that is. Pentecost means many things. One major focus is the harvest, the empowering of the people of God to bring lost souls into His Kingdom. Another is the transformation of life through the power of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost is also about the anointing of a holy people set apart for God’s service. In this sense, Pentecost focuses on the building of holy character.

God’s Search for Character

When God called the nation of Israel out of Egyptian slavery into freedom, He had in mind the purpose of separating unto Himself a people whom He would love with a special love and who would return that love; people whom He could empower and into whom He could build divine character. He said to them:


You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:4-6a).



God was grooming the Israelites to be children of royalty— His children—and He gave them laws and commandments to teach them how to live accordingly. Obedience to God’s voice and faithfulness to His covenant were the signature evidences of the holy character that He was looking for.

Sadly, however, that character never really took root in the hearts of the Israelites. The history of that first post-Egypt generation of Israelites is a virtually unbroken litany of grumbling, discontent, and rebellion against God and against Moses, God’s chosen leader. With a few exceptions, the Israelites never learned to think like royalty. In the midst of the freedom of God’s guiding presence, they longed for Egypt where “we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full…” (Ex. 16:3b), even though to return would mean slavery. Their obstinate refusal of God’s command to cross into the land of Canaan and take it by force resulted in their being consigned to wander in the wilderness for 40 years until all of that rebellious generation had died (see Num. 14:1-38). The Israelites’ lack of divine character prevented them from entering into intimate fellowship with the Lord and experiencing the joy of fulfilled purpose.

Pentecost signified the beginning of a whole new era, a new covenant of grace based on the blood of Jesus to supersede the old covenant of Law based on the blood of animal sacrifices. Through the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ, and the coming of the Holy Spirit, God intervened directly in the affairs of mankind in a totally unprecedented way. The holy character He sought would now be implanted in His people by transforming their hearts, something the Law of the old covenant was powerless to do:


I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God (Ezekiel 36:26-28).



The power to live as God requires comes from the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. It was for precisely this reason that the Spirit came at Pentecost:


For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Romans 8:3-4).



All of us who are children of God through faith in Christ are being groomed to take our places as members of the royal family. The Holy Spirit is building in us the character of God and preparing us for our eternal destiny, which is to be the Bride of Christ. Unlike the ancient Israelites who never cast off their slave mentality, we must learn to comport ourselves like the princes and princesses we are. If we are to be the Bride of the King of kings, we must learn to think and act like royalty.

Thinking Like a Royal

I was born in Africa to Indian parents. My father died when I was five years old, so I never knew him very well. One of the things we discovered about my father after he died, however, was how truly generous a man he was. Long lists turned up of widows and orphans whom he had fed and cared for that no one ever knew about. Those fortunate souls never had to worry about their groceries; my father always took care of the bill. My father had a noble character and the bearing of royalty.

My mother was brought up in the royal houses of India. Before India became consolidated as one nation under British rule, it was made up of many small kingdoms. It was in that kind of environment that my mother grew up. Because of the royal influence around her, she developed a certain noble way of carrying herself and of thinking about herself and others. Much of her demeanor rubbed off on me.

Some of her clearest memories of those years were of playing around the king’s throne while he was having an audience with some of the people in his kingdom. An audience with the king was a rare and precious thing, and those so for -tunate would bow in honor as they entered his royal presence. The royal court was in session and these petitioners had been granted the opportunity to plead their case before the king. Perhaps a nearby landowner was illegally encroaching on their land and they were seeking relief, or perhaps they were simply seeking a favor. Whatever the situation, the king would listen.

It was customary when coming before the king to bring a gift. It didn’t have to be anything great or magnificent, but was a gesture of respect and honor. After all, what could ordinary subjects give of value to a wealthy king who had everything? In return, the king always had a gift for his petitioner. Beside his throne was a large basket full of precious gems—emeralds, rubies, and diamonds. Some of the finest diamonds in the world come from India. The king would grab a handful of these gems, call the petitioner forward, and say, “Hold out your hand.” Then he would place those gems in the hand of the astonished petitioner. What this meant to a humble peasant from a tiny village was that he and his family were taken care of for life. He no longer had to worry about anything, all because he had had an audience with the king.

This made a deep impression on my mother. All her life, whenever we had guests for dinner in our home, she never let them leave without giving them a little gift. As far as I can remember, the gift was always something made of gold—a gold necklace, gold earrings—something. Her years in the royal house had taught my mother to think like a princess, and it affected everything she did. Living in the environment of the king transformed her thinking.

As believers, our “royal house” is the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is where the Holy Spirit disciples us in the glory, teaching us to think and behave like the royal children we are rather than poverty-stricken slaves. The Israelites who came out of Egypt never overcame their slave mentality and, as a consequence, forfeited their destiny. They had been under the yoke of slavery for so long that they found it impossible to think any other way.

Pentecost was where the believers first began to understand truly who they really were in Christ. Simon Peter, whose Spirit-inspired sermon that day brought 3,000 new people into the faith, described the Bride of Christ this way:


But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy (1 Peter 2:9-10).



We who know Christ are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation”—God’s special people. The Holy Spirit gives us ready access to the throne room of our King. For those fortunate individuals in my mother’s memory, coming into the presence of the king was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Through the Holy Spirit, we can have an audience with our King anytime, all the time, whenever we want. Speaking in tongues enhances our connection to the throne room. It is the language of the “royal house” of Heaven.

Tickled or Transformed?

At Sinai the “glory cloud” of God covered the mountain, and Exodus 24:18a says that “Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain.” In First Corinthians 10:1-2 Paul says, “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” In these and similar passages the “cloud” represents the Holy Spirit. Entering into the midst of the cloud is like the baptism in the Holy Spirit that came at Pentecost.

All who know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord have an open and continuing invitation from God to walk into the cloud of His glory. He wants us to experience Pentecost as a daily refreshing, not just know it as a singular event that occurred 2,000 years ago. His purpose is to build godly character in us: to transform us and make us into powerful, effective witnesses to His grace, mercy, and love. The choice we face is whether we want to be tickled or transformed.

Whenever there is a fresh move of the Holy Spirit bringing spiritual refreshing, renewal, or revival, there are always people who jump into the “river” and get caught up in the laughter, the “feel-good” sensations, the “warm fuzzies,” or other manifestations for their own sake. These folks are more interested in being “tickled” by their Father than in being transformed by the Spirit.

Being tickled is fine up to a point, but the time comes when the Lord says, “Enough tickling. It’s time to grow.” Growth always involves transformation, and it always involves pain. That’s why many believers would rather not bother. God did not save us to leave us the way we are. He did not give us the Holy Spirit just to tickle our fancy but to transform our heart. We are the Bride of Christ, and that means we are not to live for the world but for the Kingdom of our Bridegroom. Paul exhorted the Romans, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2). Instead of our being conformed to the world, God wants us “to be conformed to the image of His Son…” (Rom. 8:29b); instead of our having the mind of the world, He wants us to have the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16b).

Character never forms in a vacuum. It grows out of the crucible of challenge, difficulty, hardship, struggle, and pain. God allows and uses these things to test the spirit and character of the Bride. Those who are interested only in tickling often will slip away when real challenge comes. Just as Moses walked into the cloud and came out with his face shining with the glory of the Lord, God challenges us to walk into the cloud and be similarly transformed.

This transformation is real and it is readily available, but it does not happen overnight. It takes time. God is committed to transforming us into the Bride of Christ, and He always completes what He begins. As Paul assured the Philippian Christians, “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6b). The process will challenge everything in us. It will require patience, faithfulness, obedience, and the humble willingness to wait on the Lord.

The Character of Waiting

In the days between His resurrection and ascension, Jesus appeared numerous times to His followers, comforting them, encouraging them, and giving them instructions. Central to these instructions was the command to wait until the Holy Spirit was sent from the Father as He had promised:


“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God (Luke 24:49-53).




And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”…“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight….Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers (Acts 1:4-5,8-9,12-14).



In obedience to Jesus’ command, His followers waited for the fulfillment of His promise. This waiting instilled eager, expectant anticipation in their spirits and built character in their hearts. It was an active waiting: They worshiped the Lord, praised and blessed God continually in the temple, and gathered in the upper room where they “continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.”

Paul states in First Corinthians 15:6a that at one point the risen Jesus “was seen by over five hundred brethren at once,” yet on the day of Pentecost, only 120 were present in the upper room. Where were the rest? Scripture does not say, but it is at least possible that many of the others were unwilling to wait, or were distracted from following the Lord, or simply drifted away. Some may have been more interested in being tickled than in being transformed. Whatever the reason, those who were absent missed out on the blessing. It is the ones who waited who received the promise.

The Church of Jesus Christ was birthed in the womb of the glory of God. As those patient, expectant believers met together in one accord in that upper room, a sound like a rushing mighty wind filled the house and divided tongues as of fire rested upon each of them. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Waiting on the Lord strengthens faith and builds character. If we are willing to tarry, watch, and pray, we can enter into the midst of the “cloud” of God’s glory. God likes that kind of “stubbornness,” and He will pour out His Spirit.

We need to be hungry and thirsty for the Lord and be together in one accord, so the glory of God can come down. There’s something powerful about being in one accord. When we are in one accord, the glory comes! We can expect a supernatural, heavenly fire to fall from Heaven that has the ability to burn away all our impurities of mind and spirit and transform us from the people we are into the people God wants us to be. Pentecostal fire can transform us into the Bride of Christ, beautifully adorned and without spot or blemish, ready to receive her Bridegroom. Just look at Simon Peter. He spent three and one-half years with Jesus, hearing Him teach and watching Him heal diseases and cast out demons, yet when the crunch came, he denied the Lord. Pentecost changed him in a matter of minutes. The power of God came upon Peter in that rushing mighty wind and those tongues of fire and transformed him forever. It can do the same for us.

The original “Pentecost” at Mount Sinai instituted the old covenant of Law sealed by the blood of animal sacrifices, which had no power to remove sin, but symbolized and foreshadowed the blood of Jesus, whose death on the cross would usher in a new covenant of grace. This new covenant is infinitely superior to the old. First of all, where the blood of animals could do nothing about sin, the blood of Jesus has the power to cover and wash away our sin, leaving us clean and whole before God. Secondly, under the old covenant God remained essentially apart from His people, His Spirit coming only upon certain persons at certain times for certain purposes. With the coming of the new covenant and the miracle of Pentecost, the living God now abides permanently in the hearts of His people through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit. This is unprecedented in all of human history.

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was not an “addendum,” not an amendment or afterthought to God’s original plan, but of fundamental importance in and of itself. God’s purpose in the new covenant was to redeem and establish a unique people who would be His own special possession. Their uniqueness would lie in the fact that they would be a people who were filled with the very breath of God Himself. They would be baptized with His Spirit.
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