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ON THE COVER: The Filipino community of San Francisco has participated in various civic events including the Columbus Day Parade, shown here in 1952. Leading the caravan are, from left to right, Celestino Alfafara (grandmaster of the Caballeros Dimas Alang), Rhoda Buted, Juanita Cayton Alfafara, Adele Bautista, and Fred Carino. The driver is unknown. (Courtesy of Adele Urbiztondo.)
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This book is dedicated to Victoria Manalo Draves, a Pinay daughter from South of Market, who passed away on April 11, 2010. In 1948, she won two Olympic gold medals, and she continued to mentor young athletes. A park located at Folsom and Sherman Streets in the South of Market neighborhood where she grew up is named in her honor.
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INTRODUCTION

This photographic journal is a history in images of and by Filipinos in San Francisco. Since the late 19th century, San Francisco has been a key gateway for Filipino passage into and throughout the greater U.S.. Filipinos have played a vital role in the development of the city and, in turn, the San Francisco experience has shaped the unique character of Filipino American society throughout the greater Bay Area, California, and the nation.

The range of activities of the individuals, families, and organizations chronicled here show the scope of diversity that existed amidst the Pinoy “bachelor” community—typically depicted in one-dimensional terms—that thrived in the city between World Wars. Children were raised in large, extended families, leaders established organizations with economic and political power, artists flourished, and students and workers joined in social movements. The images tell their tales—stories of a resilient community thriving in this extraordinary place despite often-difficult conditions. Here in, cherished heirlooms, is evidence of our development that confirms some perceptions and beliefs and contradicts others about Filipinos in America.

In 1898, two years after a rigged trial, conviction for sedition and treason, and the execution of Philippines national hero Jose Rizal by firing squad, independence-minded Filipino nationalists succeeded in their revolution against Spain only to be frustrated by U.S. intervention. Via the Treaty of Paris in 1898, Spain ceded the Philippine Islands (P.I.) to the U.S. by purchase. The U.S. then commenced a bloody war against “insurgents” continuing their struggle for independence. Soldiers assembled at the Presidio of San Francisco were deployed to the war from Fort Mason.More than one million Filipinos died from a gruesome combination of war-born disease and pestilence, U.S. military massacres of non-combatant civilians, and military combat. Pres. Theodore Roosevelt proclaimed an American victory in 1902—in reality, the war continued for a decade further.

The “Benevolent Assimilation” policy, announced by the succeeding president, William McKinley, instituted the first public education system in Philippine history and a political structure designed for U.S. social and economic control of the islands and military advantage in Asia. Admiral Dewey’s victory over the Spanish fleet and the purported pacification of the Philippines were celebrated by cheering throngs at the 1903 dedication of a monument that still stands in the city’s Union Square.

Anti-Asian laws that barred immigration by all “Orientals” did not apply to Filipinos because of the colonial status of the P.I. as a U.S. “territorial protectorate.” Early 20th century arrivals from the P.I. included members of the mestizo (mixed-race) aristocracy seeking mercantile opportunities, their immediate families and support staff, and merchant mariners. The latter were participants in the four-centuries-long tradition of Filipinos working in the global shipping trade. First to arrive as a recognizable cohort were government-sponsored scholars known as pensionados (men) or pensionadas (women). Upon graduation from elite private and public universities in the U.S., pensionados were to return to the P.I. and take-up academic and civic leadership roles to facilitate the Americanization of their homeland. Some brought Anglo American wives back with them.

The enduring strength of the colonial connection between Filipinos and the U.S. military is patent in the 90-year history of military bases in the Islands and five generations of Filipino and Filipino American service, most notably in the U.S. Navy, starting as early as 1898. Upon their discharge or retirement from active service, many veterans found well-paying civilian jobs in navy and private shipyards and in the merchant marine, the latter often making San Francisco their base between voyages.

Filipinos in the U.S. Army last stationed at the Presidio also settled in San Francisco. Both black and white veterans of the Spanish American and Philippine-American Wars brought their Filipina “war brides” and established multigenerational, mixed-race families here. Filipinos in the U.S. Army last stationed at the Presidio also settled in San Francisco.

Starting in 1906, workers were recruited from Visayan and Ilokano provinces directly to the sugar and pineapple plantations of Hawai’i. Like the Chinese and Japanese who preceded them, the Filipino sakadas organized and took militant measures against the abuses of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association in an effort to improve inhumane working conditions. Strikers were “blackballed”—permanently banned from the plantations. Former sakadas left Hawaii for the mainland in the 1910s and 1920s.

More workers were brought to the fields of the West Coast, lured by recruiters’ promises of jobs and enthused by stories, money orders, and photographs in letters to families “back home.” The photographs included with the letters frequently showed extremely well-dressed men in, on, and around fine automobiles and in the company of attractive Anglo American and “Latin-looking” young women. For many new arrivals, San Francisco was a stopover on the way to work in the fields and in the fishing and cannery industries of Washington and Alaska. The Alaskeros and migrant farm laborers often returned to the city for leisure time, urban jobs, and their own small businesses in the off-season. Some of these later arrivals pursued education in local high schools and area colleges and universities such as City College of San Francisco and San Francisco Teacher’s College (now San Francisco State University), the University of San Francisco, and the University of California at Berkeley. The Depression caused most to quit school and find full-time work. Many of those who completed degrees found that racism prevented them from securing employment commensurate with their education.

By the late 1910s and early 1920s, those Pinoys who preferred urban service jobs stayed in San Francisco, renting rooms on and around Kearny Street adjacent to Chinatown and multiroom apartments (“flats”) in the South of Market—now called SOMA), sometimes referred to as Central City—close to jobs in downtown restaurants, hotels, upscale private social clubs, and large department stores. On Kearny, later named “Manilatown,” bachelor Manongs lived in the numerous single-room-occupancy hotels (SROs) such as the International and the St. Paul. Filipino-owned small businesses—restaurants, barbershops, pool halls, and sundries-and-liquor stores—abounded. The working class, ethnically-mixed neighborhoods of SOMA and the Fillmore/ Western Addition offered larger apartments fit for growing families.

The Gran Oriente Filipino (GOF) Masonic Lodge and the Caballeros de Dimas Alang (CDA) of San Francisco were founded in 1921, while the Legionarios del Trabajo was established in 1924. Although categorized as legally as Mongolians and colloquially as “Orientals,” Filipinos were not subject to anti-Oriental exclusionary laws regarding property ownership. The GOF purchased property in South Park to house their temple and living quarters. The CDA acquired a building on Broadway, just north of the International Hotel. The Filipino Community, Inc., established in 1939, bought a building at 2970 California Street.

Racial covenants, however, barred most Filipinos, like all other racial minorities, from renting or purchasing homes in exclusively white neighborhoods. Access to employment, like living quarters, was defined by race. Prohibitive signs, like the infamous and oft-cited “Positively No Dogs or Filipinos Allowed,” were plentiful. Continuing anti-Asian xenophobia and the Great Depression increased anti-Filipino sentiment and violence throughout the West. In 1934, Filipinos were reclassified from “wards” and “nationals” to “aliens” and barred from entry to the United States by the Tydings-McDuffie Act.

The recruitment and immigration pattern caused an extreme imbalance in the ratio of men to women among Filipinos, typically cited as 18-to-1 or higher. State anti-miscegenation laws prohibited marriage between white and non-whites, though Pinoys often dared to be in the company of white women in full public view. Children of mixed-race or mixed ethnicity constituted a substantial portion of second generation Filipinos born before World War II.

Despite all obstacles, Filipinos made San Francisco their home and created a unique Filipino American culture and community. They established hometown and regional associations and annually celebrated December 30, Rizal Day, with princess and queen contests and fiestas. Filipino immigrants brought their abiding passion for the arts, particularly music and dance. At work, they were bellhops, laundry workers, valets, barbers, cooks, merchant mariners, and warehousemen, but in their private lives many first-generation immigrants were also highly talented musicians, writers, artists, and journalists. Their talents flavored and colored family gatherings and community celebrations with an intermingling of black, Latino, and Filipino cultural expression in the Fillmore, the Mission, and on Kearny Street. The unique Filipino, American, and San Franciscan music culture that resulted was passed down through several generations to today, with many second-and following generation Filipino Americans gaining national and international recognition in various styles of music.

In sports, Pinoys cheered their fellow Filipinos who excelled in boxing. Despite segregated public facilities and other racist prohibitions, the second-generation’s Mangos Athletic Club, founded in 1939, and the girls’ division, the Mangoettes, excelled in basketball, baseball, softball, and volleyball, competing against Filipino and non-Filipino teams in California. Several members of the Mangos won city, state, and regional titles for their schools, as well as their community-sponsored teams. Victoria Taylor Manalo Draves, a mestiza Filipina from the South of Market, overcame anti-Filipino prejudice with discipline and exceptional talent to win five United States diving championships between 1946 and 1948. In 1948, she claimed two Olympic gold medals, one in springboard, the other in platform diving—the first woman in modern Olympic history to win both events and two golds in the same Games. In 2005, a park was dedicated to her in her old neighborhood, the SOMA.

Pressured by the Filipino American community and their congressional allies at the start of World War II, Pres. Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed changes in the military draft law making Filipinos draft and volunteer eligible for service in all branches of the U.S. military in 1942. The First and Second Filipino Regiments, U.S. Army, were established in California in 1942 for duty in the Pacific. In 1943, Filipinos in the U.S. armed forces were granted the opportunity to become U.S. citizens. At the close of the war, the Filipino regiments were awarded combat honors and distinction for their heroic contributions to the liberation of their homeland. The War Brides Act (1945) allowed veterans to bring wives and children to the U.S. Independence was granted to the Philippines on July 4, 1946.

In the post–World War II period, Filipino American progressives openly criticized U.S. domestic and foreign policy. In 1944, the Gran Oriente Filipino newsletter forcefully stated: “Race prejudice is nothing but a desire to keep a people down, and misuses the term ‘inferior’ to justify unfairness and injustice. Race prejudice makes people ruthless. It invites violence; it is the opposite of good character.”

The GI Bill brought all U.S. military veterans access to higher education, well-paying civil service jobs and low-interest home loans. Filipinos began to buy homes in the Richmond and Sunset districts on the west side, despite white-only racial covenants. Others moved from the SOMA southward into the Mission, Bernal Heights, Excelsior/Outer Mission, Crocker Amazon, and Visitacion Valley neighborhoods and Daly City (of course).

During the “Cold War” era of the1950s and 1960s, Filipinos engaged San Francisco/Bay Area politics with increased vigor. They established political clubs and became leaders in the local Democratic and Republican parties, though once-powerful Filipino labor unions were slowly recovering from the chilling effects of McCarthy Era persecutions. Youthful Filipino American idealists supported the strengthening tide toward social justice. As artists, writers, and musicians, they participated in the Beat scene of North Beach, the jazz scene in the Fillmore, and San Francisco rock-n-roll culture even as their community’s conservatives promoted quiet assimilation and criticized the goals and methods of the Civil Rights movement.

The Immigration Reform Act of 1965 welcomed university-educated technicians and professionals: nurses, doctors, engineers, accountants, and teachers from nations formerly barred or subject to exceedingly low annual quotas. An expanding economy driven by democratizing effects of the GI Bill and the Civil Rights Act provided new immigrants a higher level of economic mobility that had been denied the pioneer generation. The maturing pre-World War II second generation followed first-generation relatives and friends into civil service, unionized blue collar jobs, small-businesses, and the corporate world. San Francisco swelled with new arrivals, filling the city’s neighborhoods and churches.

The Vietnam War divided the nation and the Filipino community, as well. Filipino military veterans generally tended to support the war, and many young Filipinos volunteered or were drafted to serve. Others joined the growing opposition to the war.

In the 1960s and early 1970s, Civil Rights Movement and labor leaders, such as Larry Itliong, Philip Vera Cruz, and Pete Velasco, inspired young Filipino activists in the Bay Area to join the San Francisco Auto Row protests against racial segregation and the national grape boycott. Filipinos were active in the Free Speech Movement at UC Berkeley and were leaders of the longest student-led strike in U.S. history at SF State College in 1968. The Pilipino American Collegiate Endeavor (PACE) at SFSC was a member of the Third World Liberation Front and leader in the formation and implementation of the School of Ethnic Studies at SF State, the first in the nation.

The elderly Manongs and tenants of the International Hotel (I-Hotel) began their anti-eviction resistance in 1968. They were soon joined by students from SF State, UC Berkeley, and City College of San Francisco; many were veterans of the SF State and UC Berkeley strikes. The “I-Hotel Struggle” became an iconic issue in the city and a national focal point for the defense of working class communities and affordable housing against the destructive forces of “redevelopment” projects. It nourished the flowering of Asian American literature, art, music, and dance propagated by the Kearny Street Workshop, the Asian American Theater Workshop, and similar Bay Area organizations and institutions. Despite organized resistance via political and legal action and news media, on August 4, 1977, I-Hotel tenants and their supporters were violently evicted. Staunch I-Hotel advocates, however, successfully persisted in their cause for three decades.

The 1972 declaration of martial law in the Philippines by Pres. Ferdinand Marcos deeply divided the local community. The anti-Marcos movement had many strong adherents in the San Francisco Bay Area. Organizations such as the Movement for a Free Philippines; Katipunan ng mga Demokratikong Pilipino (KDP) or Union of Democratic Filipinos; the Anti-Martial Law Coalition; Friends of the Filipino People; and the San Francisco-based Philippine News. Spurred by the assassination of Benigno Aquino in 1983, the anti-Marcos opposition organized even more broadly in San Francisco, enthusiastically working to oust Ferdinand Marcos, who was exiled to the U.S. in 1986.

Political activism has continued through the 1980s to the present day, as Filipinos persistently advocate for civil rights, low-income housing, fair wages, better working conditions, equal access to quality public education, and full equity for Filipino veteranos. San Francisco’s Filipino Americans are activists, teachers, counselors, engineers, architects, medical professionals, advocates for low income housing, writers and editors for major news outlets, on-camera television talent, producers and directors of films and videos, playwrights, actors, comedians, and more.

On August 26, 2005, an excited crowd of 700 gathered at the former site of the I-Hotel to cut the ceremonial ribbon at the official opening of the new International Hotel Senior Housing building. After 28 years of struggle, a 15-story building with 104 studio and one-bedroom apartments for low-income seniors rose up on Kearny Street. On the ground floor is the International Hotel Manilatown Center, sponsored by the Manilatown Heritage Foundation. A place to pay tribute to those evicted from the original I-Hotel in 1977 and to all the early Filipino immigrants, the center functions as a showcase for today’s artists, poets, and musicians.

The bonds of identity and community among the generations of Filipino Americans are strengthened by the work of the many nonprofit cultural, religious, and social organizations and agencies serving San Francisco.

San Francisco’s Filipinos have survived hardships and thrived. Today we are a dynamic and proud part of the city’s colorful fabric. Our challenges—and triumphs—continue.




One

COMMUNITY BUILDING HOME AND WORK

San Francisco was the gateway city for Filipinos coming to America. The earliest arrivals of the late 19th and early 20th centuries were merchant marines, aristocratic businesspeople with their families, wives, and children of buffalo soldiers, veterans of the Philippine-American War, pensionadas/os—Filipina/o students on scholarships at major U.S. universities, and a few intrepid travelers and their families. As early as the 1910s, they started families and established enduring community institutions in the Bay Area. By the 1930s, more than 50,000 had come, eager to pursue work, education, and adventure. Many would pass through San Francisco to the fields and fish canneries and to work in cities such as Stockton, Vallejo, Los Angeles, Portland, and Seattle.
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Maximo Tormes (left), was born August 18, 1882, in Sibonga, Cebu. A merchant marine, Maximo arrived in 1904, witnessed the Great San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, and became a fireman in the U.S. Army Transport Service. Julia Haya arrived in February 1913 from Bago City, Bacolod, as caregiver for a wealthy family. Julia met and eventually wed Maximo in one of the first documented Filipino marriages in Oakland, California, in 1918. Daughter Caroline was born in San Francisco in 1920. (Both photographs, Ubungen family.)
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African American veterans of the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments, U.S. Army—the buffalo soldiers—were deployed to the Philippine American War (1899–1902) from Fort Mason of the San Francisco Presidio. Maria Osano (left) of Iloilo married cavalryman Henry Hudson Pitts (standing) of Atlanta, Georgia, in 1899. She arrived in San Francisco in 1915. They owned a home on Lyon Street in the Upper Fillmore/ Western Addition neighborhood. Pitts worked for the U.S. Postal Service. (Clara Tronco/Marie Conde.)
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Veteran Arthur Gubisch, born in Glogan, Germany, in 1873, immigrated to the United States, enlisted in the U.S. Army, and was sent to the Philippines during the Spanish-American War. Gubisch remained in the Philippines with his wife until his death in 1952. His children eventually migrated to San Francisco. In this photograph, from left to right, are George Bansuelo and Else Reyes Gubisch Bansuelo with their son, Arthur Gubisch, Alvin Reyes Gubisch, and an unidentified individual. (Vidda Chan.)
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Frank Mancao recorded community life of the times in fine photographs. Here he stands (center) behind his daughter Betty. Mancao met and married Amanda Waten (left) while visiting his birthplace, Carcar, Cebu. Pictured on the right, the couple’s daughter Annie stands with an unidentified friend. The Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park is the backdrop for this 1930s photograph. (FANHS, National.)
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The Filipino Federation of America, founded by Hilario Moncado on December 27, 1925, was established in Los Angeles with lodges in San Francisco, Stockton, Seattle, and Hawaii. In this image taken in San Francisco on April 21, 1933, are, from left to right, (first row) Lapu Lapu Ramos; (second row) Hilario Moncado, president and founder, holding baby Octabo Ramos; (third row) Benito Ramos (left), supreme world council; Francisco Manigo (center), vice president; and Lauriana Ramos, women’s supreme world council. (Perez family.)
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Marquita Escaldron and Remedios Robles met in San Francisco. Marquita came in 1926 as a nanny for her Auntie Tulusina’s daughter. Marquita and Remedios married in San Francisco and together raised 10 children in the Fillmore district. (Robles family.)
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Mrs. Mary Fontanilla—the former Mary Montayre from Kauai, Hawaii, whose father was Filipino and mother Austrian—posed for this c. 1936 photograph with her husband, Benny Fontanilla, from San Juan, La Union. Their daughter Rosalind Fontanilla was born in San Francisco in 1937. The family lived on Minna Street in the South of Market. (Rosalind Fontanilla.)
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The fashionably attired Pablo Bautista strikes a languid pose in the 1930s. He sent this photograph to Cecilia Salvador to convince her to marry him. It worked. They settled first in the Fillmore district and later in the Haight-Ashbury. In his 40 years as a busboy at the St. Francis Hotel, Pablo reputedly never missed a day of work. The Bautistas were community leaders and officers of the Filipino Community of San Francisco. (Kristina Bautista.)
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Abelardo Basconcillo (middle) takes a stance with two unidentified friends on the picturesque wooden bridge in the Japanese Tea Garden of Golden Gate Park. He was a successful restauranteur and businessman. (Basconcillo family.)
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The manong/manang (respected elder man or woman) generation that arrived before World War II took great pride in their personal appearance. Artemio Espiritu Basconcillo (center) stands with two unidentified friends in front of San Francisco City Hall in the 1920s, all dressed in the very best and current style of the period. (Basconcillo family.)
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Gentlemen all, Lazaro Fabian (second from left) stands with three unidentified friends in sartorial splendor. Photographs like these—were staple accompaniment to letters and money orders sent regularly to the folks back home. They often inspired envy and emigration. (Larry Fabian.)



[image: e9781439625248_i0013.jpg]

Timoteo N. Tercenio said, “It was an exciting and productive journey, all starting with a voyage on the merchant vessel, SS President Jackson, from Manila to the port of San Francisco in 1932.” His daughter wrote, “motivated, industrious & charming, he did farm labor then bookkeeping, served in the U.S. Army—First Filipino Infantry, owned a business assembling auto parts while working for Simmons Company. Later he managed and maintained his investment properties.” (Helen “Cricket” Tercenio-Holder.)
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Kearny Street, from cross street Pine north to Pacific, was the hub of the growing community. From the 1910s to the early 1950s, Kearny was a primary destination for new arrivals in need of housing and information about jobs. Businesses such as the Luzon Restaurant, the New Luneta Café, Bataan Lunch, and smoke-shop-liquor-and-sundries stores catered to Filipino tastes and needs. Short- and long-term shelter was available at the International, the St. Paul, the Temple, and several other single-room occupancy hotels in the immediate area. Here, Fred Ubungen (left) and Caroline Tormes Ubungen enjoy coffee inside the Luzon Restaurant with three unidentified friends in the late 1930s. (Ubungen family.)
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The fraternal order of the Caballeros de Dimas Alang (CDA), modeled after the Philippines original, was established in San Francisco on December 14, 1920. Dimas Alang was the nom de plume of national hero Dr. Jose Rizal. The Filipino fraternal orders were and are dedicated to the highest humanitarian philisophical values. Philippine nationalism, mutual aid, and assistance among its members and life-long responsibility to the welfare of the homeland. (Lisa Suguitan Melnick.)
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The Legionarios del Trabajo (LDT) fraternal order was modeled on the Katipunan of the nationalist, anticolonial revolution, the freemasonry, and a trade union concept. Founded in Manila in 1912, the LDT came to San Francisco in 1924. Though Filipinas (Filipino women) were outnumbered by men at least 18 to 1, they held organized social, cultural, and economic power via sororal women’s auxiliaries of the fraternal orders. Pictured around 1940 are members of Worshipful Ligaya Lodge 135. (Abriam family.)
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The American branch of the venerable Gran Oriente Filipino, a Masonic lodge in the Philippines, was established in San Francisco in 1921 by a group of former merchant marines. They gathered at the Scottish Rite Temple on April 25, 1926, for their first joint installation of officers. The lodge purchased property in South Park in the 1930s: the lodge’s temple (on Jack London Street) and apartment houses (at 106 and 48 South Park). All are still owned and in use by the lodge. (Gran Oriente.)
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A group of townmates from Piddig, Ilocos Norte, includes Pete Ancheta, Calixto and Agustin Lucas, Vincente Suguitan, Angelo Albano, Ruperto Agcaioili, Felipe Fabian, Romuluz Hernaez, Paul Quevedo, Asisclo Pimentel, Abe Pascual, Camilo Aquino, Mariano Llanes, Mariano Aurelio, and Raymond Valentine. Not pictured are Antonio Addad, Paul Ildefonzo, and Lazaro Fabian. (Larry Fabian.)
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Officers of the San Francisco branch of the United Visayans, San Francisco, are pictured on March 30, 1930. From left to right are M. S. Cacafranca, auditor; F. Manago, secretary; J. L. Canseco, sergeant-at-arms; J. Taboada, president; C. T. Alfafara, vice president; and P. Perales, treasurer. This group, one of several, was a major contributor to the construction of the Philippine Pavilion, an exceedingly popular attraction at the International Exposition held at Treasure Island in 1939. (Lisa Suguitan Melnick.)
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Members of the Filipino Children’s Club, pictured from left to right, are (first row) Walter Yuponco, Sonny Paredes, Santos Beloy, Rohda Buted, Anata Alfafara, Jimmy Abad, and Alan Rillera; (second row) Benny Cachapero, unidentified, unidentified, Rose Cattiman, Betty Rillera, Rosita Vicente, Betty Pascual, and unidentified; (third row) Frank Beloy, Jimmy Caluen, Ralph Yngojo, Rolinda Vicente, Lourdes Suguitan, Nancy Augustin,p Velma Yuponco, Agnes Yuponco, unidentified, Celestino Alfafara Jr., Lourdes Yuponco, and unidentified; (fourth row) Buddy Rillera, Rudy Calica, Herbert Rillera, and Art Suguitan; (fifth row) Lucrecia Suguitan, Betty Paredes, Feling Lucas, Corazon, Mata, Evelyn Yuponco, Annie Caluen, Virginia Quilala, and Ester Domingo. (Calica family.)



[image: e9781439625248_i0021.jpg]

Officers of the San Francisco branch of the Santa Maria Association gathered at Native Sons Auditorium on February 24, 1933. Santa Maria is a town in Ilocos Sur. Hometown and Philippine provincial associations provided cultural activities, relief from homesickness and aid, and support in times of illness and death. Given the paucity of nuclear family structure of the “bachelor society” and the rarity of extended kin, these organizations were a vital structural element of the pre–World War II Filipino community. (Rosario Regino.)
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Members of the Filipino Mother’s Club of San Francisco, pictured November 24, 1933, included a Mrs. Estoista, Mary Rillera, Germana Suguitan, Victoria Suguitan, Virginia Marcelo, Prospera Madamba, Anastasia Abenojar, a Mrs. Calloway, Magdalena Rillera, and Inocencia Agustin. In contradiction to the overly emphasized “bachelor” character of the inter–World War community, Filipinas nurtured children and managed families. (Urbiztondo family.)
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The Bautista clan (above), whose many members settled in San Francisco in the 1920s and 1930s, poses in front of their car. From left to right are (first row) Antonia Palafox, Juan Bautista, Consuelo Bautista, and Cornelio Antonio holding Adele Bautista; (second row) Johnny Dimalanta, Ernest Bautista, Moises Banez, and a Mr. Palafox holding his daughter Rose. (Urbiztondo family.)
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The Ubungen family, friends, and relatives enjoy a day at Ocean Beach in the late 1930s. From left to right are (first row) Fred Ubungen, George Ubungen, Caroline Tormes Ubungen, Alfonso Dacumas, and unidentified; (second row) far right, Benny Fontanilla—all others unidentified; (third row) unidentified, Ciriaco Bacani, unidentified woman, Nick Carrillo (wearing sunglasses), and two unidentified men; and (standing) Julia Haya Tormes. There was a diverse mix of Filipinos from different regions of the Philippines. As the Filipino community evolved, families grew. (Ubungen family.)
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Rafael Yngojo Sr. poses with his two children, Ralph and Dolores, in 1930 on the stoop of their home on Russian Hill. (Regina Eng.)
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Children of the few families of the pre–World War II era were especially cherished. Their parents worked very hard to keep them healthy, encouraged them to do well academically, and supported their education through college, if at all possible. Rudy Calica (left) and Buddy Ribella pose for a c. early 1930s photograph in their best suits. (Urbiztondo family.)
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In the 1930s and 1940s, the movie-driven Hollywood cowboy craze hit San Francisco. Entrepreneurs brought ponies, Western costumes, and their cameras to The City’s streets for a day. Parents paid dearly for a chance to have their children in a photograph on a pony. Adele Bautista (left) and Emil Urbiztondo are the lucky children. (Urbiztondo family.)
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For children who lived in San Francisco, the front porch was also a favorite place to pass the time. Here, Marquita Robles takes pause with her first set of five children. Pictured from left to right are (first row) Remy, Jeannie, and Alfred; (second row) Shirley, Marquita, and Hansel. (Left, Larry Fabian; below, Ralph and Jeannie Yngojo.)
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The Philippine Pavilion at the Golden Gate International Exposition on Treasure Island (above) in 1939 was a source of great community pride. The souvenir program states, “In the soft light streaming through concha (Capiz shell) windows, one begins to realize that he has suddenly been transported into a country different from his own—that everything about him exudes the languorous atmosphere of the tropics, from the highly polished floor and walls of the main lobby to the neatly dressed attendants and guides who show him around and explain the different features of the exhibit.” (Ubungen family.)
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Fred Ubungen, left, and Caroline Tormes Ubungen, center, are pictured with an unidentified friend at the “T.I. Fair.” (Ubungen family.)
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The U.S. Army veterans pictured at left around 1946 are wearing military insignia patches for the 1st and 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiments. From left to right are Sgt. Andres Lumicao Velasco, PFC Jovito Velasco Liban (U.S. Ground Forces Patch), Cpl. Basilio Dangilan (U.S. Army Air Corps Patch), and Sgt. Arcadio Cabanag. The two Filipino Infantry Regiments were formed in Salinas, California, and received numerous military decorations and honors for their role in the liberation of the Philippines from 1943 to 1945. Pictured at right, Nicholas Nava enlisted in the Philippines and served through the Vietnam era to retirement—a U.S. Navy “lifer.” He and wife Lisa, a nurse, raised three daughters and a son on Treasure Island before being reassigned to the Seattle/Bremerton area. (Left, Larry Fabian; right, Palaby family.)
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Pictured at the Victory Apartments, from the left to right are Paul Cato, unidentified, Matt Fontanilla, and unidentified. Paul and Matt both hailed from San Juan, La Union, Philippines. They arrived in San Francisco in the late 1920s. Matt lived to be 100 years old, having served in the U.S. Navy during World War II. He and his wife raised three daughters in the Excelsior/Outer Mission District. (Fontanilla family.)



[image: e9781439625248_i0033.jpg]

Sgt. Maj. Lazaro Fabian (left) joined the U.S. Army in 1943 and cofounded the 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiment Veterans Color Guard. Andrew A. “Anry” Jundis (right) served in the U.S. Army and was a Silver Star holder and a prisoner-of-war who survived the Bataan Death March and the Japanese concentration camp in Capas, Tarlac. (Larry Fabian, left; Vidda Chan, right.)
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Cousins proudly posed with their World War II U.S. Army uncles at Jefferson Park at Laguna, Eddy, Gough, Turk Streets. In this c. 1942 photograph are (first row) Lourdes Elizarde, Betty Liban, Rudy Liban, Harold Liban, Larry Elizarde, Jack Liban, and Lorraine Elizarde; (second row) Perfecto Cabanag, U.S. Army; Perry Balunsat; unidentified, U.S. Army; Tony Cabanag; Domingo Logan, U.S. Army; Mike Lauagan, U.S. Army; and Domingo Calata, U.S. Army. (Liban family.)
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The earliest Filipina/o communities were concentrated on Kearny Street, the Fillmore district, and the South of Market—also known in the 1960s as the Central City. After World War II, Filipinos began settling in greater numbers in the bustling South of Market. Here, friends and relatives welcome soldiers on leave. Pictured, in no particular order, are Mrs. Fe Dy, Captain Chavez, Si Ayag, Lieutenant Suatengco, Buong, Justo, Betty, Peter, and Nene. (M. C. Canlas.)
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Hollywood actor Rudy Robles invited Pacita Todtod Bobadilla, Josephine and Juanita Begley, and Stella Sulit to lunch at a San Mateo country club where his brother (in chef’s hat) worked. Pacita Todtod was a Filipina American Hollywood actress and singer and a very active leader in the Bay Area Filipino community. (Josephine Begley Alunan and Lily Alunan Dominguez.)
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Dr. Roberto V. Vallangca (left photograph), licensed in 1946 to practice chiropractic medicine, studied art privately under Maynard Dixon, George Post, Diego Rivera, and Beniamino Bufano, and published Pinoy: The First Wave: 1898–1941 in 1977. Drs. Mario Borja, internist, and Engracia Escobar, pediatrician, began their highly respected joint practice on Mission and Precita Streets in 1969. Dr. Borja was a leading member of the Filipino American Democratic Club in The City. (Bernadette Sy.)
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In the 1946 image on the left, Al Estrada and Max Ramos pose in front of Baguio Cafe, located at 930 Kearny Street. At right, Siblings Ralph (right) and Lourdes Yngojo are standing in front of their father’s store in 1944. Raphael and his brother Jose Yngojo started their Yngojo Brothers grocery store in 1939 at Webster and Post Streets. (Left, Ramos family; right, Yngojo family.)
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The Filipina/o American community in San Francisco mirrored national demographic trends as veterans returned with war brides, a second generation came of age, and families reunited after relaxed postwar naturalization and immigration laws allowed Filipinas/os to become citizens. Mary and her husband, Fred Motak, pose at Alamo Square soon after their 1946 marriage. (Motak family.)
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By the late 1940s and 1950s, a second generation was coming of age. In this 1947 photograph, young Filipino Americans enjoy time at Hamilton Park at Post and Geary Streets. From left to right are Jack Liban, unidentified, Richard Mazon, and Leon Mazon. (Liban family.)
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War brides, wives of Filipino veterans of the 1st and 2nd Filipino Infantries during World War II, socialize in one room while their husbands are in another. Seated in this 1950s photograph are (left to right) Irene Hipol with son Robert, Mrs. Evangalista with daughter Eleanor, Mrs. Calica with son Gary, Elena Pajara with son George (others unidentified). (Ellie Hipol Luis; photograph by Alex Hipol.)
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First birthdays are particularly important in the Filipino community. The first birthday of Mary Ann Poquez was celebrated on September 20, 1947. Among those in attendance were Joseph DeGuzman, Teodora DeGuzman, Emilio C. DeGuzman, Ramon Austria, and Rodolfo Reate, neighbors, friends, and family. The postwar prosperity of the Filipina/o community and their legendary hospitality are on full display here. (Maggie and Emil DeGuzman.)
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Celebrating Exequiel Kelly’s (originally Exequiel Agngarayngay) son’s first birthday, are (first row) Marina Bumagat holding Mel Bautista, Bert Acosta, Martha Cubi’s daughter, and Bobby Salvador; (second row) Jane Cubi, Rosemarie Alvaro, unidentified, Rudy Kelly, Virginia Kelly Delacruz, Justina Panso, Cecilia Bautista, unidentified, Riling Soriano Balanon, Eufemia Ancheta, and Trina Salvador; (third row) Angela Mariano, Rose Alvaro, Patricia Ancheta Tseng, Ruth Kelly, Mila Manantang, Martha Cubi, Constance Kelly, Dominga, Catalina Jacinto, and Caridad Ramos; (fourth row) four unidentified, Steve Pasion, Marilou ?, Diana Ignacio, Exequiel Kelly, Marcy Salvador, and Douglas Ramos.
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In many Filipino families, it is traditional is to have a gathering of family and friends on the first anniversary of a loved one’s death. This photograph was taken during the gathering in memory of the late Albert Suguitan on February 23, 1947. Lorenzo Calica and Douglas Regino are identified. (Regino family.)
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Kearny Street from Pine to Pacific Streets was known as Manilatown from the 1930s to the 1960s. It was the destination for new arrivals. Such businesses as the New Luneta Café, Mabuhay Gardens, Baguio Café, and Bataan Lunch catered to Filipinos. Hotels such as the Temple, St. Paul’s, and the International Hotel were temporary and long-term homes. After World War II, the expansion of San Francisco’s financial district and redevelopment dwindled the neighborhood down to several buildings on Kearny near Jackson Street. Photographs give evidence to this once thriving community. Above, a Mr. Lagrimas and his two unidentified friends show style on Kearny Street. (Alonzo family.)
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Until they lost popularity in the 1980s, queen contests had the potential to raise thousands of dollars but were also exploitative and repressive for Filipina girls, who were sometimes forced to participate by their parents. Candidates were usually the daughters of prominent community leaders. The 1948 queen contest raised almost $10,000 to pay off the mortgage of the Filipino Community Building at 2970 California Street. This photograph was taken during on May 28, 1949, at the Filipino Community building. (Lisa Suguitan Melnick; photograph by Manuel Nery.)
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The Filipino Methodist Church celebrates Mother’s Day on May 8, 1949. Thanks to Regina Eng and Harold Liban, many of the names are known. Identified in this photograph are (first row) Consuelo Liban, Peter Pabalan Jr., Rosadia Escueta, Rudy Liban, and Melvyn Escueta; (second row) Ner Cuyugan; (third row) Linda Bigornia, Natividad (Punkin) Pabalan, Frank Obien, Jack Liban, and Leon Mazon Jr.; (fourth row) Mrs. Natividad (Naty) Pinaroc, Pearl Pinaroc, Vincent Gomez Jr., Richard Mazon, and Rev. Florencio Marquez of Vallejo Methodist Church; (fifth row) Mrs. Adoracion (Doring) Binaley, Betty Liban, and Elinor Pinaroc; (sixth row) Grace Lapitan, Esther Pinaroc, Reyna Pabalan, Myrtle Lapitan, Audrey Pinaroc, and Betty Pinaroc; (seventh row) Mrs. Salud Cadelinia, a Mrs. Obien, a Mrs. Domingo, and Mrs. Vincent Gomez Sr.; (eighth row) Rev. Chun Lee (Chinese Methodist Church), Rev. Ermie Obien of Filipino Community Methodist Church, and Pete Pabalan; (ninth row) a Mr. Tenedero, Delia Cuyugan, a Mrs. Lee, Helen Marquez, Mrs. Natividad Pabalan, Maria Socorro Liban, and a Mrs. Rillera; (tenth row) MacArthur Pinaroc, Allen Rillera, and Herbert Rillera. (Abe Ignacio.)



[image: e9781439625248_i0048.jpg]

First Communion at Morning Star School stressed high academic standards and social justice and prepared students for leadership. Rev. Joseph Guetzloe officiated at all events accompanied by the Daughters of Mary and Joseph. Father Stoecke and the nuns of Morning Star and St. Michael’s Schools protested the internment of the San Francisco Japanese community during World War II and regularly went to the camps to minister to the congregation. (Juanita Tamayo-Lott.)
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Barbara Linda Palaby is pictured around 1953 on a kiddie ride at the old Playland at the Beach. She became a radiological technologist and raised two sons and a slow-to-mature husband in the city where they still reside. (Palaby family.)
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Helen “Cricket” Tercenio-Holder was a dancer from infancy and became a legend at the hippest soul crowd dances and clubs in the 1960s. She and her sister Bernadette attended St. Anne’s School. St. Anne’s Church is in the background. “Cricket” was an outstanding cheerleader at Lincoln High. Barbara Linda Palaby (above) transferred from Lowell High to Lincoln, where she met and befriended Cricket, who went on to become a nurse and raised two daughters. (Helen Tercenio-Holder.).
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This group in the early 1950s includes (first row) Augustine Cook, Joan Cousart, and unidentified; (second row) Jimmy Jaboneta, Matea Cook holding Douglas Cook, Steve Navarro, Atilana (Cook) Calloway holding George Cousart, and unidentified; (third row) Joanne Cook (Mrs. Augustine), Juanita (Calloway) Gutierrez, Felly (Calloway) Cook, Esperanza (Cook) Jaboneta holding Raymond Jaboneta, and Federica (Cook) Navarro holding Edward Navarro. (Frank Cook.)
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Among those attending the c. 1950 wedding of Salvador Jr. and Juanita Sorro at Filipino Community of San Francisco Hall, 2970 California Street, are Mr. and Mrs. Sorro (second and third from left), Bill Sorro (third from left in front row), and a Mrs. Robles (second row, fourth from left). (Sorro family.)
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The San Diego family poses for a picture at the restaurant they owned in the Castro in the 1950s. (Ray San Diego.)
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The Pearl of the Orient, formed in November 1950 under the leadership of Mrs. Alfonso M. Avecillia, the adult program director at the YMCA, sponsored projects including fundraising for Filipino residents of the International Hotel in San Francisco and Delano farm workers, visiting the sick, establishing a scholarship program, a Philippine cultural program lead by Helen Marte, and a cotillion for young women. Above are the officers of the Pearl of the Orient club, at the YWCA in 1962. They are, from left to right, Polly Arzaga, Gloria Abriam, Salud Cadelinia, Helen Marte, Lee Sandoval, Rose Florendo, and Mary Acdan. At left is the souvenir program cover for their cultural program: “Mutya Ng Silangan Filipino Cultural Group presents Glimpses of the Philippines in Music and Dance. October 23, 1965, at Veterans’ War Memorial Auditorium, San Francisco.” (Abriam family.)
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Auntie Feling was known for being a stylish woman. She loved mahjong and baseball. (Henry Collado.)
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Siblings Christine Bohulano and Delfin Bohulano Jr. are aboard the President Wilson in August 1951, en route to San Francisco with their mother, Concepcion, to be reunited with their father, Delfin, who had left in advance to prepare a home in Vallejo. Deflin Bohulano was a 1st Filipino Infantry Regiment veteran. They settled in Stockton but often visited their uncle Segundo Omega at the International Hotel. Christine’s daughter, Dawn Bohulano Mabalon, is a professor of history at San Francisco State University. (Dawn Bohulano Mabalon.)
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Filipinas in San Francisco were widely known for their style. Here, Robles women and friends sport spring hats and beautiful dresses. They are, from left to right, (first row) Linda and Drucilla; (second row) unidentified, Jeannie, Marquita, Betty. (Robles family.)
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Stylish for all occasions, from left to right, Connie Adlao, Gloria Magpiong, Sash (Chefela) Oyao, and Rosita Adlao said they were “Four lovely beauties when cares of the world centered on us!” (Likong family.)
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In this photograph taken in 1953 in their grandparent’s backyard are, from left to right, Jack (16), Joe (18), Marlene (12), and Roger (14). All attended Morning Star Catholic School in the Fillmore district. Joe graduated from eighth grade in 1948 as class valedictorian. (Joe Julian.)
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Filipino households often include extended families and several generations. Families open their homes to new arrivals, children whose parents are working, and those whose military fathers are stationed overseas. This photograph was taken at Dublin and Russia Streets in the Excelsior district in 1955. Ildefonzo girls Fely, Wely, Kathy, and Linda with their first cousin, Larry Fabian, along with their next-door neighbor were outside playing on a windy day. (Larry Fabian.)
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In 1952 there were seven women’s lodges in the Caballeros Dimas Alang—Maria Clara in Stockton, Saturnina Rizal in Salinas, Tangdang Sora in Los Angeles, Gregoria de Jesus in Vallejo, Dona Aurora Quezon in Watsonville, Josefa Escoda in Mountain View, and Leonor Rivera in San Francisco. Above, the San Francisco chapter meets with the Salinas lodge. Below, the Caballeros Dimas Alang celebrates its 34th anniversary with a four-tiered cake. Five officers including Celestino Alfafara. (Both, Lisa Melnick.)
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Fillmore neighbors and friends gather at Greta and Harold’s apartment. They include, from left to right, Punkin Pabalan, Lolita Elizarde, Consuelo Liban, Joannie Pena, two unidentified, Fern Gonzalo, and Grace Lapitan. (Liban family.)
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Family gatherings such as weddings bring together the large extended families spanning several generations born in the United States and recent arrivals from the Philippines. Posing in their glamorous Filipiniana attire, a bride, her parents, ring bearer, and bridesmaids pause before marching down the aisle at St. Anne’s in the Sunset in 1963. All are unidentified. (Shirley Dimapilis, the San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library.)
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Parents and elders believe that newlyweds should have a good financial foundation. The “money dance” always takes place at Filipino weddings. All pull out their wallets when they start passing out the pins. Two separate lines are formed (for men/boys and women/girls) to take turns pinning dollar bills on the bride and groom for a brief dance. (De la Cruz family.)
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San Francisco residents did not let their urban environment hinder their enjoyment of celebrations and foods in rural settings. John Ricaforte and his daughter Amelia Ricaforte Fields roast an “urban lechon” in a split oil barrel in their backyard in the Bayview Hunters Point neighborhood in the 1960s. (Amelia Fields.)
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Snow unexpectedly blanketed San Francisco on Saturday morning, January 20, 1962. Rod McLeod shared, “This was the first snow my family had seen in the city. We greeted the rare event with spontaneous joy and exuberance. We made a snowman, had snowball fights and after our clothes became stiff from the cold snow, my mother made hot chocolate and her special bibingka for us. The snow melted by mid-afternoon, but we will never forget that rare day when we played in the snow in our backyard. [From left to right are] Evelyn McLeod; Tootsie Montero; my mother, Julita [McLeod]; my little sister, Bonnie [McLeod]; Ernie Inacay, me [Rod McLeod], and Roddy Candelaria.” (Rod McLeod.)
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Flora Del Rosario, holding her daughter Lora Lee, operated a dry cleaner and laundry with her husband, Frisco Del Rosario. The business was located at 1714 Franklin Street from 1959 to 1962. (Lora Lee Del Rosario.)
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Florencia Tercenio (first row, left) worked at Notre Dame Hospital on Van Ness and Broadway around 1961–1962 and transferred to its parent company, St. Mary’s Hospital on Stanyan Street, where she remained until retirement in 1983. (Helen Tercenio-Holder.)
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At left, Lino A. Jubilado with his eldest son, Lino Jr., owned the Latin American Barber Shop located at Seventh and Mission Streets. He married Serafina Flores while stationed in the Philippines during World War II. At right, Illuminada “Lumy” Competente Luis, a war bride to Monico B. Luis Sr., stands with a Mrs. Juanillo and her son. Lumy studied at Marineloís Beauty School and owned salons in the Mission and Sunset districts. (Far left, Priscilla Jubilado; left, Ben Luis.)
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This is Standard Oil Shipping’s Stewards Department Reunion in 1978. As cooks, kitchen help, and cabin boys, or personal servants, to officers, many highly educated Filipinos with degrees—some World War II veterans—knew these were the only types of jobs available to them. In this photograph are, (first row) J. R. Dacanay, D. R. Magno, V. T. Fontanoza, M. A. Mayo, M. M. Galon, V. M. Pozon, C. M. Cuyos, D. M. Morales, and S. C. Pareja; (second row) B. K. Recarse, T. A. Fox, L. R. Mijares, J. F. Oquendo, D. R. Magalit, J. V. Valgoma, P. D. Laput, B. M. Capuyan, C. Lasprillas, A. Alagdon, O. A. Roldan, A. G. Sabado, and A. J. Flores. (Benito Capuyan III.)
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The Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (HPNS) offered opportunities for employment and social networking. Above, Atilana (Cook) Calloway was a clerk typist and library assistant from 1945 to 1970. She often sang at office social events, and at home she met many challenges as a working mother. Robert Jetalado Cousart was an account supply clerk from 1945 to 1967. In the Philippines, he was known as “Tiger Roberts,” holding titles in boxing and wrestling, bantamweight division. He married Atilana’s sister, Maura. Below is the Hunters Point Shipfitters Reunion Cream of the Crop around 1980. This close-knit, highly skilled group from San Francisco took pride in their work to keep ships safe. They are, from left to right, Eufronio “Eddie” Espina, Ray Chow, Harold Liban, Hanson Hong, and Chris Camilo. (Above, Dennis Calloway; below, Harold Liban.)
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George S. Palaby (left) was a World War II 1st Filipino Regiment and Korean War veteran. He was a federal security officer on Alcatraz Island during the 1969 American Indian Movement (AIM) takeover of the island. Arthur Gabac (right), an SF State grad and three-decade veteran of the San Francisco Police Department, sits astride his motorcycle in 2010. (Left, B. L. Palaby; right, D. P. Gonzales.)
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Mr. Abriam, second from right, celebrates the holidays in the office supply room with coworkers in the federal building. (Abriam family.)
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Segundina San Juan was a staff research associate at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) medical center. The UCSF United Filipino group was an employee association which offered camaraderie and mutual support to Filipino employees at the university. (Laarni San Juan.)
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Benjamin Joseph Calica (left) was born 1934 to parents from Naguilian, La Union. He attended Roosevelt Middle School and Polytechnic High School and became an engineer. The magician (right) wrote, “To my friend Tino, Just a little souvenir and remembrance with best wishes for success. From the Filipino Magician. The only Filipino member of the SF Giants Booster Club of Northern Calif. Sincerely, Wens L. Abello.” (Left, Kelly Calica; right, Regino family.)
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Golden Gate Park is the perfect setting for family leisure activities. Here a Mr. Castaneda spends a Sunday afternoon riding the carousel with his son. (Castaneda family.)
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For many Filipino families, the iconic San Francisco photograph was of them with the Golden Gate Bridge. Posing in front of the bridge in this early 1960s image are Generosa Anolin, ? Anolin, Marcelina Capuyan, and Benito Capuyan Sr. (Capuyan family.)
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The Filipino population in the South of Market surged after 1965. Here, the Pascua family and friends pose for a picture at 10th and Howard Streets outside of St. Joseph’s Church and School. Family members include Carl Dominic Pascua, Ernest Cajulao, Donna Lacuesta Pascua, Sr. Cornelia Ramirez (principal at St. Joseph’s School), unidentified, unidentified, Venus Cajulao, Carina Lacuesta, and other friends. (Donna Pascua.)
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Leon Cathey sits with his daughters Lorraine (left) and Arlene Elizabeth on the steps of his home on Central Avenue in the Haight-Ashbury district. The maternal and paternal grandson of buffalo soldiers, he earned multiple degrees in the sciences in the United States and Europe. A marine biologist, Leon taught biology at Washington and Galileo High Schools and in the College of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco State. (Leon Cathey.)
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The Geli sisters and their family were a North Beach neighborhood legend among their peers in the 1960s and early 1970s. To do a history of this dynamic and interesting clan would require at least one heavy volume. From left to right are Mignon, Josephine, friend "Marilyn Eng, and Maria. (Mignon Geli.)
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The Filipino Professionals and Businessmen’s Association (FILPABA) of San Francisco scheduled regular meetings with elected officials to advocate for local Filipino business interests in the 1970s and 1980s. FILPABA took part in the 1974 Filipino American Friendship Day Parade with a float called Golden Gateway to Friendship. Shown here are Gerry Sy and his son, Tony. (Bernadette Sy.)
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Filipina/o medical professionals, including nurses and doctors, settled in the San Francisco Bay Area where their services were highly regarded. In the 1970s, Filipina/o doctors gather for a social night out. They are, from left to right, (first row) Dr. Ebalo, Dr. Borja, Dr. Escobar, and Dr. Vargas; (second row) Dr. Badillo, Dr. Ortiz, Dr. Hilario, Dr. Candelaria, Dr. Cristobal, Dr. Malabed, Dr. Muriera, unidentified, Dr. Catajan, and Dr. Ver. (Bernadette Sy.)
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Faustino Regino came to San Francisco in 1929 and was later joined by three more brothers. Faustino “Tino” trained as a barber, worked as a utility man during World War II, and in 1969 was hired by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service to work as an interpreter of Ilocano and Tagalog. Known as the Mayor of Kearny Street or the Mayor of Manilatown, Tino owned and operated a barbershop at 840 Kearny Street; it was a gathering place for elderly single Filipino men who exchanged news, shared stories, and played their musical instruments. Tino was always available to lend a few dollars to a sailor on shore leave or to visit a friend in the hospital. At left, Tino poses with an unidentified customer. Below, musicians are having a jam session in Tino’s barbershop. (Right, Regino family; below, photograph by D. P. Gonzales.)
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Manong-generation men often remained lifetime bachelors. The pattern of seasonal movement from work in the fields and canneries back to low-wage jobs in the cities during the off seasons was detrimental to long-term relationships and family life. Despite their “single” status, these men possessed a strong sense of community. Ever-dapper Benny Gallo (above left) and philosophical Felix Ayson (above right) were among the genuine gentlemen conversationalists who resided at the International Hotel. Below, Claudio Domingo (below, on the left), Anacleto Moniz (below, seated), and Luisa de la Cruz tended a garden in the second-floor light well of the I-Hotel. (Courtesy of the Manilatown Heritage Archive; photographs by Chris Huie.)
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The Giles family represents three generations of an African American–Filipino union. Grandmother Giles (first row, right) operated a florist shop in the Excelsior district of San Francisco and was a central figure in Filipino community social and cultural activities. The Giles children were involved in the athletic and cultural activities of their generation. Among them were surfers and musicians—the latter playing professionally in San Francisco and Hawaii as the versatile Giles Brothers Band. (Larry “King” Giles.)
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Beginning in the 1950s, old-timers and new immigrants began moving to the working-class Outer Mission and Excelsior districts. Here, the christening of the first son of the Capacillo family brought together parents, godparents, family, and friends at the Corpus Christi Church in the early 1980s. (Christine Capacillo.)
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Yolanda Bomongcag Castaneda and Jhulsany Gallanosa Futol embrace as their families express excitement over their long-awaited marriage at St. Finn Barr Catholic Church. Parents Oscar and Thelma Castaneda and Lourdes and Albert Futol Sr. are elated. The photograph is dedicated to Albert Futol Sr., who fell ill and passed away shortly after the wedding. (Futol family.)
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Mrs. Ascuncion Panlibuton and families from Antique Province, Panay Island, formed an association at Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church on Mission Street. Father Daly, an Irish priest who once lived in Antique, spoke their Kinaraya dialect. Families who have continued to be active include Andres and Meniang Belarmino; members of the Pahilga, Calibjo, and Sampior families; Steve and Carmen Monteclaro, and Remy and Pacing Baloon. (Remy Jr. is a judge in Sacramento.) St. Patrick’s is still home to a large Filipino community. (Annie Panlibutan Barnes.)
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In 1974 the Filipino Catholic Association of San Francisco hosted the 12th annual convention for the Filipino Catholic Federation of America at the Jack Tar Hotel and Saint Dominic’s Parish. Lead organizers were Ann Sabiniano, Gloria Abriam, Delia Reyes, Enrica Zabala, Darie Ann Reyes, Rose Vitin, Dick Gornot, Elvira Valencia, Patria Linato, and Nattie Bulatao. The theme was Year of Reconciliation—That We May Be One. (Abriam family.)
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The Church of the Epiphany Filipino Society, here with Madelyn Bello and unidentified friends, celebrates its anniversary in 2007 with an aloha theme. (Madelyn Bello.)
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Trinity Ordona (left) and Desiree Thompson sit atop their “Bridal Car” as they jubilantly ride through San Francisco’s main gay district, the Castro, following their wedding in Golden Gate Park on June 25, 1988. (Trinity Ordona; photograph by Julie Potratz.)



[image: e9781439625248_i0097.jpg]

Dalisay “Dali” Bocobo Balunsat (right), a University of the Philippines graduate, established the Filipiniana section at the San Francisco Public Library and was the first director of its Filipino American collection. The other individuals in this image are unidentified. (Dali Bocobo Balunsat.)
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Marilyn Manalo (left) and director Mitchell Yangson of the Filipino American Center of the San Francisco Public Library. The Center, which opened in 1996, collects and maintains material and sponsors programs and activities that document Filipino Americans and educate the general public about them. (Mitchell Yangson.)
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From 1987 to 1990, Ben Menor hosted the “Filipino-American Journal,” a segment of Asian Journal, a public affairs program on KTSF, Channel 26. The program rotated Filipino, Chinese, Japanese, and Vietnamese American community affairs content. Emil Guillermo (left), a noted television and print journalist, shared his experiences as a Filipino in mainstream American media. Daniel Phil Gonzales, Asian American Studies professor at San Francisco State University, addressed issues regarding historical portrayals of Filipinos in American media. (D. P. Gonzales; photograph by Antonio de Castro.)
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Ted Prado (left) has been a DJ for almost 25 years at KUSF, where he produces the Jukebox show. The SF Weekly voted him the Best Local Radio DJ. The Filipino-American Report aired on KMTP TV-32 in San Francisco. Its staff includes, Margaret Lacson-Ecarma (left), executive producer/anchor; Ez Ballesteros-Yap (center), associate producer/reporter/anchor; and Lorraine Mallare-Jimenez, reporter/anchor. (Left, Ted Prado; right, Pep Red Vasquez.)
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ARKIPELAGO, owned by Marie Romero (left), is a full-service, community based specialty books and arts store that serves as an information resource center for Filipinos and those interested in learning about the Philippines and Filipino Americans. Julina Togonon (right) founded the Togonon Gallery in 1994. A curatorial focus for the gallery is showcasing Asian American artists, including Filipino American minimalist painter Leo Valledor. Julina served two terms as a board member for the San Francisco Art Dealers Association (SFADA) and is a member of the Art Table for professional women in the visual arts. (Left, Marie Romero; right, Julina Tagonon.)
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In 2000, six staff members of the San Francisco Chronicle created Pinoy Pod, the first podcast channel at a major U.S. metropolitan newspaper geared to an ethnic community. The Pinoy Pod team included, from left to right, Cicero Estrella, metro reporter; Michelle De Vera, copy editor; unidentified; Leslie Guevara, city editor; Benny Evangelista, business reporter; and Benjamin Pimentel, business reporter. (Greg Macabenta.)
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