
    
      [image: First Edition]
    

  Kindle Fire: The Missing Manual

Peter Meyers


Editor
Nan Barber

Copyright © 2012 Peter Meyers, Inc.

O’Reilly books may be purchased for educational, business, or sales promotional use. Online editions are also available for most titles (http://my.safaribooksonline.com). For more information, contact our corporate/institutional sales department: 800.998.9938 or corporate@oreilly.com.


The O’Reilly logo is a registered trademark of O’Reilly Media, Inc. Kindle Fire: The Missing Manual and related trade dress are trademarks of O’Reilly Media, Inc.
Many of the designations used by manufacturers and sellers to distinguish their products are claimed as trademarks. Where those designations appear in this book, and O’Reilly Media, Inc., was aware of a trademark claim, the designations have been printed in caps or initial caps.


While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher and author assume no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.


[image: ]


Pogue Press



SPECIAL OFFER: Upgrade this ebook with O’Reilly



Click here for more information on this offer!
Please note that upgrade offers are not available from sample content.

The Missing Credits



About the Author



Peter Meyers designs, speaks, and writes about digital books. For more than two decades, he’s worked at the intersection of writing and technology. He cofounded Digital Learning Interactive, a pioneering multimedia textbook publisher (sold in 2004 to Thomson Learning). Peter has also written about the strange and wonderful effects of computers on mainstream culture for many publications, including the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, Wired, Salon, and the Village Voice. During a five-year tour of duty at O’Reilly Media he worked in the Missing Manual group, serving as managing editor and associate publisher. He’s also the author of Best iPad Apps and Breaking the Page: Transforming Books and the Reading Experience. Peter’s undergraduate degree is from Harvard, where he studied American history and literature, and he has an MFA in fiction from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He lives with his wife and two daughters in “upstate Manhattan” (aka Washington Heights). Online, you can find his blog at http://newkindofbook.com and his tweets at http://twitter.com/petermeyers.
[image: image with no caption]



About the Creative Team



Nan Barber (editor) has been working with the Missing Manual series since its inception. She lives in Massachusetts with her husband, a variety of electronic gadgets, and a stack of dictionaries. Email: nanbarber@oreilly.com.
Holly Bauer (production editor) resides in Ye Olde Cambridge, MA. She’s a production editor by day and an avid home cook, prolific DIYer, and mid-century modern furniture enthusiast by night/weekend. Email: holly@oreilly.com.
Carla Spoon (proofreader) is a freelance writer and copy editor. An avid runner, she works and feeds her tech gadget addiction from her home office in the shadow of Mount Rainier. Email: carla_spoon@comcast.net.
Ron Strauss (indexer) specializes in the indexing of information technology publications of all kinds. Ron is also an accomplished classical violist and lives in northern California with his wife and fellow indexer, Annie, and his miniature pinscher, Kanga. Email: rstrauss@mchsi.com.
Rachel Roumeliotis (technical reviewer) is an editor at O’Reilly Media, Inc. She has been a bibliophile for as long as she can remember and is very interested in seeing where the book business is going and how she can be a part of it. She has too many books both on her shelves and in her Kindles. Email: rroumeliotis@oreilly.com.

Acknowledgments



The Missing Manual series doesn’t accept ads, but I can’t resist kicking these thanks off with an uncompensated word of gratitude to the makers of Cafe du Monde. Friends, this is some writing-friendly coffee! In the department of humans that helped, Brian Sawyer gave me the green light on this project and to him I am grateful. At Amazon, both Kevin Molloy and Leslie Letts were patient, valuable guides to the Fire. They answered many questions that I would have had to spend hours hunting down on my own. On a related note, technical reviewer Rachel Roumeliotis did a thorough job of spotting missing or confusing explanations. Indexer Ron Strauss put together the subject finder at the back of this book; as a huge fan of that overlooked art, I wanted to say thanks for doing such a great job on that front. What this book contains, of course, is more than just words, and for the finely polished images and labels I wanted to tip my hat to an old pal, Rob Romano. Equally important is Holly Bauer’s work; each page layout is a beautifully crafted combo of words and pictures thanks to her fine interior design skills. Speaking of prose: My editor Nan Barber has demonstrated why she belongs in the Missing Manual Hall of Fame; thanks to her, with ample help from proofreader Carla Spoon, lots o’ flab and fuzzy verbiage got trimmed and clarified.
On the home front, this writing project couldn’t have happened if not for the help of various NYC-based SilverMeyers who pitched in on the babysitting front. My Mom and Dad, my sister Jen, Aunt Madge, and Grandma and Grandpa Silverman: Thanks to you all for freeing me up to stay in my writing cave. To my girls Willa and Esme: Thank you for giving me the incentive every day to write faster. You wee tots will always be more entertaining than any gadget. And, Ms. Esme, I hope I have succeeded in eliminating enough “boring” words to make this book interesting—that’s a tough one! Finally, to Lisa, for giving up almost a full season’s worth of weekends, for supporting her guy’s gadget jones, and for making it possible for me to do what I love: Thank you; you are the real fire in my life.
—Peter Meyers

The Missing Manual Series



Missing Manuals are witty, superbly written guides to computer products that don’t come with printed manuals (which is just about all of them). Each book features a handcrafted index and cross-references to specific pages (not just chapters). Recent and upcoming titles include:
Access 2010: The Missing Manualby Matthew MacDonald
Buying a Home: The Missing Manual by Nancy Conner
CSS: The Missing Manual, Second Edition, by David Sawyer McFarland
Creating a Website: The Missing Manual, Third Edition, by Matthew MacDonald
David Pogue’s Digital Photography: The Missing Manual by David Pogue
Dreamweaver CS5.5: The Missing Manual by David Sawyer McFarland
Droid 2: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Droid X2: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Excel 2010: The Missing Manual by Matthew MacDonald
Facebook: The Missing Manual, Third Edition by E.A. Vander Veer
FileMaker Pro 11: The Missing Manual by Susan Prosser and Stuart Gripman
Flash CS5.5: The Missing Manual by Chris Grover
Galaxy S II: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Galaxy Tab: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Google+: The Missing Manual by Kevin Purdy
Google Apps: The Missing Manual by Nancy Conner
Google SketchUp: The Missing Manual by Chris Grover
HTML5: The Missing Manual by Matthew MacDonald
iMovie ’11 & iDVD: The Missing Manual by David Pogue and Aaron Miller
iPad 2: The Missing Manual, Third Edition by J.D. Biersdorfer
iPhone: The Missing Manual, Fifth Edition by David Pogue
iPhone App Development: The Missing Manual by Craig Hockenberry
iPhoto ’11: The Missing Manual by David Pogue and Lesa Snider
iPod: The Missing Manual, Tenth Edition by J.D. Biersdorfer and David Pogue
JavaScript & jQuery: The Missing Manual, Second Edition by David Sawyer McFarland
Living Green: The Missing Manual by Nancy Conner
Mac OS X Lion: The Missing Manual by David Pogue
Mac OS X Snow Leopard: The Missing Manual by David Pogue
Microsoft Project 2010: The Missing Manual by Bonnie Biafore
Motorola Xoom: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Netbooks: The Missing Manual by J.D. Biersdorfer
NOOK Tablet: The Missing Manual by Preston Gralla
Office 2010: The Missing Manual by Nancy Connor, Chris Grover, and Matthew MacDonald
Office 2011 for Macintosh: The Missing Manual by Chris Grover
Palm Pre: The Missing Manual by Ed Baig
Personal Investing: The Missing Manual by Bonnie Biafore
Photoshop CS5: The Missing Manual by Lesa Snider
Photoshop Elements 10: The Missing Manual by Barbara Brundage
PHP & MySQL: The Missing Manual by Brett McLaughlin
PowerPoint 2007: The Missing Manual by E.A. Vander Veer
Premiere Elements 8: The Missing Manual by Chris Grover
QuickBase: The Missing Manual by Nancy Conner
QuickBooks 2012: The Missing Manual by Bonnie Biafore
Quicken 2009: The Missing Manual by Bonnie Biafore
Switching to the Mac: The Missing Manual, Lion Edition by David Pogue
Wikipedia: The Missing Manual by John Broughton
Windows Vista: The Missing Manual by David Pogue
Windows 7: The Missing Manual by David Pogue
Word 2007: The Missing Manual by Chris Grover
Your Body: The Missing Manual by Matthew MacDonald
Your Brain: The Missing Manual by Matthew MacDonald
Your Money: The Missing Manual by J.D. Roth
For a full list of all Missing Manuals in print, go to www.missingmanuals.com/library.html.

Introduction



WHY IS THE KINDLE Fire such a big deal? After all, Samsung, Motorola, HP—the list goes on—have built iPad wannabes…that most shoppers ignored. Amazon’s stroke of genius was deciding not to go head-to-head against Apple. Instead, they built a tablet that was vastly more affordable, much smaller, and still does what most folks want: email, ebooks, the Web, videos, and apps.
Less than two months after the Fire’s release, Amazon shared the early results. Of the many, many items it sells, the Fire had become the bestselling, most gifted, and most wished-for product. Congratulations, then, on having picked a leader in the Great Tablet Derby of the 2010s.
The Fire is deceptively powerful. Though it’s got only a few physical buttons, underneath its sleek, simple exterior lies a machine that can do as much as a “real” computer. It’s a Kindle so, of course, you can buy and read ebooks. But because it’s a multi-purpose tablet, that’s just one of its many talents. With it, you also get:
	TV set and movie screen. Bring a Fire into bed or onto the bus, and you’ve got your own personal entertainment center. Amazon’s Hollywood and TV studio dealmakers have put together a cheap and large catalog that’s big enough to rival Netflix and iTunes. Your choices, of course, are smaller than what you’d find on a normal boob tube or cineplex, but you still have thousands and thousands of titles to pick from. This particular revolution is just getting started and it’s wickedly fun for any moving image fan.

	Web browser. Most phones nowadays give you some way to surf. But even the biggest smartest phone is still around the size of your palm. The Fire’s extra real estate really helps you appreciate the Web. What you see on its shiny, multi-million colored display is pretty near close to what you see on a full-size computer. The Fire can also play multimedia Flash content (videos, games, and, yes, ads)—a checkbox that the iPad will never tick off.

	Email, chat, and social networking. It’s all here. However you connect, the Fire is ready to help. It has a nifty built-in email program and lets you install your choice of third-party apps for Facebook, Twitter, and more.

	Portable picture frame. TV, movies, and the Web aren’t always enough. Sometimes the best home entertainment is the kind you make with your own family: pet photos, vacation albums, and birthday party and camping videos. If you can capture it on a digital camera or camcorder, you can show it off on the Fire. Photo sharing in particular is a blast. No longer do your friends have to squint at the cellphone screen to watch little Eddie make the diving catch. The Fire’s big enough to really light up people’s faces.

	Digital briefcase. Tired of fumbling around with printouts? With the Fire, you never have to bother printing hotel confirmations, online shopping receipts, or the work documents you want to read on the train. Out of the box, the Fire is ready to display any Microsoft Word or PDF file. A few add-on apps, which you’ll meet in Chapter 4, extend that list to almost any document type you’ve ever heard of.

	Jukebox. Amazon’s been hard at work stocking the shelves of its digital record shop. Even better, it’s designed free software that makes it easy to remain a loyal Apple fan while playing its tunes on non-iGadgets—the Fire very much included. Whether you plug in a pair of earphones, play your music aloud on the Fire’s built-in speakers, or connect a pair of legit speakers, this gadget’s great for tuning in and turning on.

	Video game player. Angry Birds, Fruit Ninja, even 21st-century versions of Pac Man and Pong—it’s all here on the Fire, plus a cool 5,000 or so other options. A quick list of key categories include: race car driving; football, soccer, and pool; word and number puzzles; card games; pinball; and strategy and adventure fests. Hardcore teenage gamers may need a dedicated gadget for high-end performance, but for the rest of us, the Fire is a pretty amazing portable arcade.

	Everything else. Speaking of apps: Anything the Fire can’t do out of the box, some developer somewhere is probably working on. Weather report videos, podcasts and worldwide radio tuners, recipe displays, sleep-inducing white noise machines, horoscope advisors, family calendar keepers. These are just a few of the apps that are currently available on the Fire. About half of these special-purpose programs are free, and most cost no more than a buck or two.



Tip
One simple way to load up on apps is via Amazon’s daily giveaway. At the very top of the Appstore (either on your Fire or on Amazon.com), a paid app’s price gets slashed to the low, low price of free. Installing Apps has details on downloading and other app suggestions. Also check out the final three chapters of this book, which are dedicated to guiding you through the many app options that await.

Under the Fire’s Hood



Under the Fire’s Hood



Making all this happen is a combination of hardware and software that matches the Fire’s exterior: simple and sufficient to get the job done. Weighing in at 14.6 ounces, the Fire packs 8 GB of storage (only about 6 GB is available for your use; the rest is occupied by the system and other built-in software). That’s enough to hold about 80 apps, plus some combination of 10 movies, 800 songs, or 6,000 books. The screen is a 16-million-color IPS display. That’s short for in-plane switching, which means that even if you’re not looking directly at the Fire, what’s on screen still looks clear. In other words: two kids in the back seat of a car both get a decent view of the movie. A full charge of the non-removable battery gets you about 8 hours of use.
Most significant is the underlying software. You may have heard that the Fire uses the Google-designed and freely available Android operating system. (Version number 2.3, nicknamed Gingerbread, for those keeping score at home.) But you’d never know it if you compared the Fire to one of the other Android-powered tablets out there—Amazon made all sorts of custom changes. You’ll read about the details in the pages ahead, but in effect, Amazon laid an easy-to-operate topcoat of its own design over the basic Android framework. Aside from the fact that Amazon gets its base layer of programming for free, the other beneficiary is you, given that many Android apps are playable on the Fire.
Note
This book covers version number 6.2.1 of the Fire’s system software. If Amazon’s past history with the other Kindle devices is any indication, the company will push out new updates with bug fixes and feature additions every couple of months.




About This Book



Tucked alongside the Fire and its power cord is a playing card–sized “getting to know your Kindle” guide. It’s enough to usher you onto the home screen, where you’ll find a bare-bones User’s Guide—the kind that covers a headline–only list of features, without telling you much about which ones are most worth your time. This Missing Manual, then, is the book that should have come in the box. In the pages ahead, you’ll learn about all the Fire’s nooks and crannies. But what’s more valuable, you’ll find out which apps and options work best and which items are still works in progress. You’ll also get real-world counsel on how to beef up the Fire’s still-developing talents with third-party apps.
About the Outline



The book is divided into five parts, each containing a handful of chapters. Everything’s arranged to help you get the most out of the Fire’s key talents, from reading and watching to staying in touch and using apps. You’ll find it helpful to start with Chapter 1 for a quick tour of the Fire’s parts and navigation. After that, read the chapters in any order you like—page-specific cross references point you to related material you’ll need to understand any explanation. What follows is a highlight reel of what each part contains:
	Part I. The first chapter explains what you need to know about how the Fire organizes its contents and how to operate its touchscreen controls. Reading Books (Chapter 2) tells the story of every Kindle’s main talent; it’s also where audio books are covered. The Newsstand (Chapter 3) is next, with coverage on finding, buying, and reading magazines and newspapers (both plain-text editions and multimedia-powered app versions). Documents and Spreadsheets (Chapter 4) is primarily for Microsoft Office fans—be they businesspeople or students—but it’s also where you’ll learn how to do things like read PDF files and load the Fire with ebooks that don’t come from Amazon.

	Part II. That beautiful screen you’re holding is ready to show off beautiful images—moving and still alike. Watching TV and Movies (Chapter 5) introduces you to the ever-growing commercial lineup that Amazon offers, ready for display not just on the Fire, but also on your computer and network-ready TV. For your own version of showtime, Photos and Home Videos (Chapter 6) gives you the scoop on getting your own pictures and movies onto the small screen. Listening to Music (Chapter 7) is more than just about buying and playing the 18 million songs Amazon now sells. You’ll also find out how to import any existing iTunes or Windows Media Player collections you have, as well as the kinds of apps you’ll need to play podcasts and even real radio.

	Part III. The Fire’s WiFi connection is ready to do more, of course, than just buy books and songs and movies. Email and Address Book (Chapter 8) explains how to get the most out of two apps that ship with the Fire and Browsing the Web (Chapter 9) sets you up with Silk, Amazon’s homemade Internet explorer.

	Part IV. The hundreds of thousands of special purpose programs—apps, as they’re commonly called—that have revolutionized the software industry and filled our virtual skies with Angry Birds are available, or coming soon, to your Fire. Amazon’s set up a special store (the Appstore for Android) where it vets each submission to make sure it’s Fire-compatible. The chapters here—Playing Games (Chapter 10), Creative Corner (Chapter 11), and Managing Time, Tasks, and Travel (Chapter 12)—distinguish the best from the rest, in an effort to help you spend your app budget wisely.

	Part V. Two brief, back-of-the-book help guides. The first (Settings [Appendix A]) guides you through every option in the buried-deep control room of that same name. The second (Troubleshooting and Maintenance [Appendix B]) lays out a half dozen or so remedies to the most common Fire ailments and lists links to some helpful advice and support sites.




About→These→Arrows



In order to keep the navigational pointers in this, as well as every Missing Manual, concise, we’ve adopted a simple shorthand for pointing out how to burrow through menu or button hierarchies. Rather than slowing you down with a cumbersome series of instructions—Tap the middle of the screen to summon the Options bar; on it, tap the Menu button and, from the row that pops up above it, touch Now Playing—a series of arrows helps more efficiently convey that info, like so: Options bar→Menu→Now Playing.


About MissingManuals.com



This book is loaded with web links. If you’re reading the print edition, sure, you can type in each address every time you want to visit an online pointer. Why not, though, bookmark the Missing CD page for this title (www.missingmanuals.com/cds/firemm)? There you’ll find a list of every link mentioned within these pages.
The Missing CD page also offers corrections and updates to the book. To see them, click the View Errata link. You’re invited to submit corrections and updates yourself by clicking “Submit your own errata” on the same page. To keep this book as up to date and accurate as possible, each time we print more copies, we’ll make any confirmed corrections you’ve suggested. Or go directly to the errata page at www.tinyurl.com/fire-mm.
While you’re online, you can register this book at http://oreilly.com/register. Registering means we can send you updates about the book, and you’ll be eligible for special offers like discounts on future editions of Kindle Fire: The Missing Manual.

Safari Books Online



Safari® Books Online is an on-demand digital library that lets you search over 7,500 technology books and videos.
With a subscription, you can read any page and watch any video from our library. Access new titles before they’re available in print. Copy and paste code samples, organize your favorites, download chapters, bookmark key sections, create notes, print out pages, and benefit from tons of other time-saving features.
O’Reilly Media has uploaded this book to the Safari Books Online service. To have full digital access to this book and others on similar topics from O’Reilly and other publishers, sign up for free at http://my.safaribooksonline.com.

Part I. Getting Started and Reading




Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4


Chapter 1. Out of the Box: Setting Up, Taking a Tour



[image: image with no caption]

DID YOU KNOW THAT serious gadget geeks treat device openings as YouTube-worthy rituals? They actually videotape, narrate (my hand is shaking from the fatigue of waiting in line all night…), and then post the entire experience online—from waiting in line to opening the package to a tour of the interface. Assuming your day job leaves you little time for YouTube, consider this chapter your own Kindle Fire meet ’n’ greet.
When you first unpack the Fire, you’ll notice that Amazon has kept physical buttons and ports to a bare minimum. It’s inside, once you’ve flipped Fire on, that might take a little getting used to. Here, you’ll encounter a navigational system for programs and files that looks absolutely nothing like what you’ve seen on a regular computer. Instead, think super-sized smartphone or souped-up ATM.
In the following pages, you’ll learn much more than simply how to turn the Fire on and enter your account info. You’ll see how to control the device using neither mouse nor menu. You’ll get touchscreen basics, including some taps and tricks that will make your time in TouchLand more enjoyable. Finally, you’ll take a trip into the Cloud for a brief but necessary introduction to how Amazon expects anyone with a sizable digital media collection to enjoy it all given the Fire’s small storage saddles. Fasten your seat belt—videotaping what lies ahead is strictly optional.
Parts and Ports



Amazon has made a serious commitment to minimalist hardware design—no small feat for a firm whose first device, the original Kindle, had more buttons than a tailor’s shop. There’s the 7-inch screen, of course; a black border and rubberized backside for gripping the gadget; and a mere five buttons, openings, and exits:
[image: image with no caption]

	Combo charging and USB port. On the bottom of the device is where you insert the one and only accessory that comes in the box—the power cord. Should you wish to transfer digital files directly from a Mac or PC to the Fire (a strictly optional maneuver covered in detail starting on Transferring Files from Your Computer), you can stick a USB cable here. If you’re like most people, most of the time, you’ll use this port for battery refills.

	On/off switch. This nubbin, right next to the power port, is about as big as a candy dot. In addition to letting you turn the Fire on and off, it’s also how you put it to sleep (a power-saving mode that’s quicker to rejuvenate than a cold start).
Tip
A common criticism of this first Fire is the placement of its power button. Down there on the bottom of the device, it’s way too easy to hit accidentally, say the complainers. If you agree, here’s a simple fix: rotate the Fire 180 degrees. What’s onscreen shifts to match how your Fire is oriented, and the offending button is on top, safely away from unintentional turnoffs.


	Audio port. Stick pretty much any gadget-friendly headphone in this 3.5-millimeter opening; the sounds that ensue will be for your ears only.

	Speakers. When headphone-free, the Fire plays its beats and beeps through this extremely modest pair of top-mounted stereo speakers.



[image: image with no caption]

Note
Want to connect external speakers? No problem. They’ll need their own power source (like most any that work with an iPod or computer) and have that toothpick-sized 3.5-millimeter plug.



Turning the Fire On, Making It Yours



If by some miracle of self-restraint you haven’t turned the Fire on, do so now by pressing the power button. Holding the button for a second is plenty long enough to do the trick. The device logo greets you, followed by a screen sporting some time zone’s version of now. Any finger will do as your entry key: Swipe the big orange arrow from right to left. You’ve arrived at the “Welcome to Kindle Fire” screen.
[image: image with no caption]

As you probably know, the Fire connects to the world at large via WiFi. (See the box on WiFi 101 for a WiFi primer.) Ahead, you’ll learn about plenty you can do when not in range of one of these wireless Internet zones. But the setup process and all your initial Fire fiddling are much simpler when you’re in a hotspot. Once you’re appropriately situated, your first steps are pretty straightforward:
Note
If WiFi is truly nowhere to be found (perhaps you’re unboxing on a plane), tap the link that says “Complete setup later” and then dismiss the message warning you about all the fun you’re missing out on—ebook and music buying, app downloading, and so on. When you do get within WiFi range, you need to take care of two chores: Connect to a WiFi network and register your Fire with Amazon. The Quick Settings menu (The Home Screen) is where you make both happen.

	Connect to a WiFi network. A list of available hotspots appears, with tiny lock icons next to any that require a password. Tap the name of the one you wish to log into. Apartment dwellers may need to scroll down to see the full list. (Scrolling instructions await on Tapping, Touching, Typing for touchscreen rookies. The short version: Place and hold you finger on the screen and then drag up or down in the direction you want the list to move.) If you’re seeing one of those locks, and you’ve been given the password, enter it on the screen that appears after you tap the network’s name.
[image: image with no caption]

UP TO SPEED: WiFi 101
WiFi is the only way for the Fire to browse the Web, download apps, and do email. If you don’t have much experience in the ways of WiFi (what, you don’t already have your own home WiFi network?), here are some basics that’ll help you get—and stay—connected.
	Network SSID. Geek-speak for a WiFi network’s name. On the Fire, you see this term only if you burrow deep down on the “Connect to a network” list and tap “Add a Network” to manually enter a network’s name, as described in the Note following Step 1 on Turning the Fire On, Making It Yours. Some restaurants and libraries use this term, so now you know how to translate it into plain English.

	Security. For reasons roughly similar to why front doors come with locks, most people secure the WiFi networks they set up. That way, anyone who wants to log on needs to enter a password. Over the past decade or so, a bunch of more or less incompatible security methods have gained varying degrees of popularity. When you encounter a protected network, your Fire asks you to enter a password. In most cases that’s all you need to do. (If you’re following the Note on Note, also pick the protocol flavor matching the WiFi network you’re connecting to. Fire is conversant in all the popular varieties, from oldest and least secure [WEP] to the more modern and harder-to-hack WPA. The latter comes in four flavors, all of which you find in the Add Network’s Security pull-down menu: WPA PSK, WPA2 PSK, WPA EAP, WPA2 EAP.)

	Channels. WiFi radio waves make their journey between Internet router and device using one of a dozen or so different channels. Most civilians never have any reason to pick one of these numbers manually (which range from 1 to 14) since the coordination usually happens automatically. The receiving device (like the Fire) picks up whichever channel the broadcaster (the router) uses. In Europe and Japan, channels 12, 13, and 14 are more frequently used than channels 1 and 6, which are common in North American WiFi exchanges. If you travel to either of these regions and find you’re having trouble connecting, head to Quick Settings→WiFi→Advanced Settings→Enable International Channels and pick either “Europe - Channels 12 and 13” or “Japan - Channels 12, 13 and 14” to help tune in.

	Finding a WiFi network. Starbucks, McDonald’s, and your local public library are all good places to start. Many of these establishments offer free WiFi, asking only that you first visit a web page and agree to some reasonable rules (I will not download the entire Internet or broadcast naughty images). On the Fire, the typical sequence goes like this: Go to Quick Settings→WiFi and tap whatever network name the help desk or cashier tells you to look for. In the dialog box that springs up, choose Connect. If the WiFi provider wants you to agree to some good behavior terms, you’ll see another box asking if you wish to sign in; tap OK. Then there’s the page of legalese, which typically requires you to turn on a checkbox and then tap a button to continue. Finally, tap the upper-right Close button, and you’re free to roam around the Internet.




Note
Some security-conscious citizens hide their WiFi network’s name from publicly viewable lists, like the one you see on Turning the Fire On, Making It Yours. If that describes you (or, more likely, your teenage WiFi administrator), scroll to the bottom of the list, tap “Enter other Wi-Fi network,” type your network’s name (in the box that says Network SSID), pick the security method from the drop-down menu of that name, and then enter a password.


	Pick a time zone. Tap to choose from the list of U.S. options, or pick from a list of worldwide alternatives by opening the “Select another time zone” menu. Then hit Continue.
Tip
When you see one of those tappable empty circles (web designers call ’em radio buttons), you don’t have to tap precisely on the button. Anywhere on the row where it’s located will do just fine.


	Register your Kindle. If you bought it yourself—that is, using your own Amazon account—the Fire has your account info already filled in, as you’ll see on the next screen, which greets you by name. If someone else purchased it for you, as a gift, say, tap Not Donald Trump and then log in using your own Amazon account. (Don’t have one? The box on Creating an Amazon Account shows you how to knock out that must-do chore.) Finally, tap the Get Started Now button.
If a software update is available—a likely occurrence in these early days of bug-squashing and feature-adding—the Fire will immediately start downloading it. Though the Fire offers you an option to pause this operation and resume later, it’s best to incorporate these changes as Amazon issues them. After digesting the new software the device shuts down; restart it by pressing the power button to pick up again from this point.

	Take a whirl through the quick start tips Amazon has scrawled on your screen. Sure, you’ve got this book, but you have no choice but to tap through each of the mini-tutorial’s Next buttons (in the lower-right corner) before you can start using the Fire. Tap Close on the last screen when you’re done. Now you’re on the home screen.




Rotation and Orientation



Sometimes you want to hold the Fire upright, like a paperback. Sometimes you want to turn it on its side for race-car driving or movie watching. The first is often referred to as portrait mode (think Mona Lisa); the sideways pivot is called landscape (think, well, a nice wide landscape). Like any modern touchscreen device, the Fire is smart enough to sense when you switch. It reorients whatever is onscreen to match the mode you’re in. Try it now to experience one of a new tablet owner’s small but delightful pleasures.
[image: image with no caption]

Note
Most apps (for ebook reading, browsing the web, and so on) will shift their contents according to how you’re holding the Fire. Sometimes, however, a no-shift order has been programmed in by an app developer. In the Fire’s own video-watching app, for example, you can hold the device in portrait mode but the show remains in landscape. Makes sense, if you think about it, considering how truncated things would look if a movie got crammed into the narrow width of portrait mode.

UP TO SPEED: Creating an Amazon Account
Amazon says it’s got more than 150 million registered customers. But that still leaves a few folks who’ve never entered this virtual store. If you’re among them, here’s how to gain access to all the shopportunities (including plenty of free samples) that await. Using any web browser, surf over to www.amazon.com and, at the top of the screen, click the “Start here” link. (You can, of course, use the Fire’s browser; tap the Web link on the top of the home screen. Head over to Chapter 9 if you need help steering that software.)
On the page that appears, enter an email address and turn on the radio button that says “No, I am a new customer.” Then click the yellow “Sign in…” button. On the next screen, fill in your name, create a password, and then click “Create account.” Amazon gives you a bunch of ways to personalize what you see in its aisles—by asking you to give a thumbs up to a bunch of products it parades in front of you. That process, amusingly called the Amazon Betterizer, is completely optional.


Turning the Fire Off



The party’s barely started, but perhaps you need a break from all this gadget-induced excitement. You have two alternatives: powering the Fire down and putting it to sleep. What’s the difference? The first saves more battery life, but requires more time to power back on (about 30 seconds, versus pretty much instantaneously to wake from sleeping). The choice, of course, is yours, but plenty of people rarely turn their Fires off completely.
To power down completely, press and hold the power button for about a second. A message appears onscreen asking you to confirm that you really want to shut down. To give your Fire a nap (and avoid having to power up again), press the power button ever so briefly; the screen goes dark. When you want to wake the Fire, press the button again and swipe the yellow unlock arrow.
Charging the Fire is simple. Plug the power cord into a standard electric wall socket and connect the USB dongle to the opening on the Fire that matches it. A full charge takes about four hours this way; you can also refill by plugging into a computer, but this method works more slowly. To check how much juice remains, in the Status bar (The Home Screen), tap Quick Settings→More and then scroll down to and tap Device, where you see a quick report listing the figure in percentage terms. Two other ways to tell: The power button glows red when charging (and green when finished), and the Status bar’s battery icon turns fully green when charging is done. During a charge, it pulses to indicate the fill-up’s in progress.
Tip
Don’t like your Fire’s assigned name (Gertrude’s 7th Kindle)? It’s what appears on the upper-left corner of the screen, as well as on Amazon’s various ebook, music, and media stores when you’re asked which device you want to send your purchase to. Name-changing is easy. On Amazon.com, use the home page’s left-hand Shop All Departments menu to navigate to Kindle→Manage Your Kindle. On the left side of the page that appears, click Manage Your Devices and then click the Edit link next to your Fire’s currently assigned name. Enter the new name you want in the pop-up window and then click Update. Patience is the final requirement: It may take a few hours for your new handle to appear on the Fire.

[image: image with no caption]


The Home Screen



The home screen is the entry point to all the fun stuff on your Fire. If the Fire were a regular computer, here’s where you’d find its desktop, control panel, application launcher, and search tool…all crammed onto one screen. There’s a certain elegance to the layout here: As crowded as your Fire may some day become with ebooks, apps, tunes, and TV shows, you can always count on this screen’s navigational simplicity. Head to toe, here’s what your newest gadget looks like:
[image: image with no caption]

	The Status bar. Most of what’s here is strictly read-only: your Fire’s name, the time, the strength of your WiFi connection (represented by the industry standard stack-of-curved-lines icon), and a battery charge indicator (filled with white when you’re fully charged; green when you’re charging and plugged in). You may sometimes also see, on the left side, a number inside a circle: This Notifications circle is how apps, and the Fire itself, signal they’ve got a message for you—a new tweet or email awaits, for example. It’s tappable, as is the gear-shaped Quick Settings icon on the right side.
That gear is the secret door to all sorts of custom controls. Tap it, and down drops a panel of frequently needed virtual settings: Locked/Unlocked (to prevent, or allow, the screen’s contents from rotating as you turn the device horizontally or vertically); Volume (plus music controls, if you’ve got a tune playing); Brightness (of the screen’s display); Wi-Fi (quick access to nearby networks); Sync (coordinates where you are in the ebook you’re reading, or show you’re watching, so you can pick up in the same spot on another device); and the overstuffed More option. This last one is covered choice-by-choice in Appendix A; you’ll also meet its options on an as-needed basis throughout the main chapters of this book. Basically, it’s the Fire’s equivalent of Windows’ Control Panel or the Mac’s System Preferences.
[image: image with no caption]

Note
See an X next to the WiFi icon? It often appears after you wake the device from its sleep mode. The quickest remedy, if you know you’re in a recently visited hotspot, is simply waiting. A couple seconds and that X usually goes away. If you’re out and about and seeing it, then tap the main Web link on the top of Fire’s home screen and some entity—an airport, hotel, or restaurant WiFi system—will ask either for your credit card (to pay for hourly access) or a guest code.


	The search oval. On Day One this lookup tool may not get much of a workout—what have you got to hunt for? But as you fill up Fire, it’s a handy way to quickly find what you need. Depending on which tab you touch after tapping the oval—Library or Web—you’re poking through your own collection (of songs, books, TV shows, and so on) or the Internet at large.

	Content Libraries. Each of the seven links in this row puts you one tap away from the Fire’s starring lineup: Newsstand, Books, Music, Video, Docs, Apps, and Web. Each of these precincts gets its own chapter in the pages ahead. Enter any of them to either play with your collection or shop in the dedicated stores.

	The Carousel. A horizontally swipeable list of shortcut icons to items you’ve recently looked at: a book, an app, a TV show, or anything else on the Fire. A single tap launches whatever the icon represents. What’s here is whatever’s in the Fire’s recent memory. In other words, the system decides what’s on this shelf, not you. First time Fire starters will see an Amazon-penned user’s guide (helpful, but containing none of the gems you get in a, um, real guidebook), a welcome note from Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, and a list of any ebooks you’ve bought from his ebook shop, the Kindle Store.
Move through this carousel by holding down and tracing your finger right to left. A light touch is all it takes; you can also flick, just as you’d do when spinning a Lazy Susan: The touchscreen plays along and delivers more or less momentum, depending on how fast you flick. Notice the little white downward-pointing arrow on the lower-right corner of any ebook cover. That means the item is sitting up on Amazon’s servers; to download it, simply tap anywhere on the cover. After it downloads, tap it again, and the book appears onscreen. To get rid of anything on the Carousel, hold your finger on its icon and, from the pop-up menu, pick Remove from Carousel.
Tip
You can get back to the home screen from pretty much anywhere by tapping the middle of any app, ebook, movie, and so on; the Options bar pops up at the bottom of the Fire, and on its far left side is the Home icon. Tap it and you’re back on the main page. The universal back button—a leftward-pointing arrow—is also a handy navigational tool to know about. Tap it to return to whichever screen you just came from. Finally, pretty much every app has a Menu button; tap it to expose a row or two of further options, tailored to each app.

[image: image with no caption]


	Favorites. Here’s your turn to play home page designer. Put one-tap icons to all your favorite apps, ebooks, web pages—even playlists (Playlists: Be Your Own DJ). If you can view it on the Kindle, you can stick it on this shelf. Create as many of these one-tap-and-you’re-there bookmarks as you like. (More shelves get added as you need ’em.) The quickest way: Start looking or listening to anything and, when its icon appears in the Carousel, tap and hold its icon till the Add to Favorites option appears. Feel like redecorating? Tap, hold, and drag any icon to reposition it. Or clean out your shelves by tapping, holding, and choosing “Remove from Favorites.”



Now’s a good time to mention two ways to protect your Fire from prying eyes and over-enthusiastic fingers. To require a password before letting anyone onto the home screen, head to Quick Settings→More→Security and set Lock Screen Password to On. Enter, confirm again the password you want, and then tap Finish. Now anyone who turns on or wakes up your Fire will need to enter the secret code. Four choices up from Security sits Restrictions. This gate-keeping feature is handy for parents who want to let their kids use the Fire to read books or play with apps, but prevent them from getting online or buying apps. It works by slapping a passcode lock on the WiFi network. To do that, turn the sole entry in Restrictions—Enable Restrictions—On and then create a password using the process just described for Security. Next time you hand over your Fire to Junior, turn off WiFi (Quick Settings→WiFi→Off) and he’ll stay offline.

Tapping, Touching, Typing



You know how to tap. But don’t be embarrassed if all the other, not-so-obvious touchscreen gestures seem foreign. That includes the flick, the swipe, the pinch, the twist, and—they don’t call it multi-touch for nothing—those two-fingered maneuvers. Here, then, is a brief primer:
	Tapping. The touchscreen equivalent of mouse clicking. For icons and hyperlinks, a single tap is all you need. On web pages, photos, and some apps, double-tapping enlarges the spot where your finger hit. Double-tap again to return to the regular, full-page view. (Keep in mind that double-tapping doesn’t always make things bigger; when using the Kindle app to read ebooks, for example, that gesture has no effect; Playing Page Designer shows how to use the Options bar to bump up the font size.)

	Swiping. Here’s where you hold and trace your finger in either direction, left or right. Great for reviewing long rows of book covers, albums, and movies. If you swipe-and-release quickly, the items whiz along, till the software-simulated friction slows them down. Same as Vanna White spinning the big Wheel of Fortune.

	Flicking. Basically, vertical swiping. Any time you see a long, scrolling list (contacts, song titles) you can skim by moving the top of your finger quickly up- or downward. As in all touch gestures, use the fleshy tip of your finger here, not the nail (which will work, but is much harder to position).

	The two-finger spread. There isn’t any real-world equivalent to this gesture, but somehow the way it works makes sense: Take two fingers (typically the thumb and pointer), put them down on the screen next to each other, and spread them apart. This move almost always enlarges what’s onscreen. Very popular among photo and drawing apps.

	The pinch. Sometimes called the reverse spread, since it’s the previous gesture rewound. On any bit of content that’s been enlarged, place two fingers a chicken wing or so apart from each other and then pull them together. Now you get to see more stuff onscreen, albeit in a shrunken state.



The Keyboard



Voice recognition may be the future of gadget control, but the microphone-free Fire will ignore you no matter how loud you shout. Typing, then, is how you conduct searches, compose emails, and craft status updates. The downside of touchscreen typing on a relatively small device is the cramped keyboard; even a puny netbook gives you bigger tiles to press. The good news: Smart software powers the Fire’s virtual keyboard. With time-saving assists like auto-completion suggestions, keyboard labels that adjust on-the-fly to match options you’re most likely to need, and some simple auto-correct fixes, you’ll probably find this input method easy to master.
Note
What follows is an all-purpose guide to keyboarding. Many apps add custom frills, like a dedicated .com button in the web browser’s keyboard.

[image: image with no caption]

The home screen’s search bar is a good place to take the keyboard for a spin. Tap anywhere inside its oval, and up pops a five-row keyboard on the bottom of the screen. It works just as you might expect. Tap any key to type. As you do so, the keyboard sprouts a reminder, above and to the left of wherever you’ve just tapped, of the key you pressed. It’s meant to spare you the trouble of having to look up and double check the top of the screen after each tap. Make a mistake? The Delete key on the far right edge erases one character each time you hit it. Tap the Shift key once to summon an upper-case layout that sticks around for the next letter only. Tap the Shift key twice and the capital lineup sticks around till you dismiss it by tapping the Shift key again.
[image: image with no caption]

To get those tiny numbers perched in the upper-right corner of the top letter row, just tap and hold any host letter. Tap and hold q, for example, and you see an orange 1 sprout up; remove your finger to insert the number. (Change your mind? Drag your finger away till the orange key turns gray; now it won’t enter anything in the text box.)
Above the letters, a row of common punctuation marks—exclamation point, question mark, and so on—are arranged for quick access. Other useful punctuation marks are hidden under the period (.) key. Touch and hold it to see a dozen or so items: semicolon, plus sign, ampersand, and so on.
Tip
Turns out a bunch of letters sport secret, tucked away variations. Touch and hold the a for the most common accented varieties: à á â ã ä å ā æ. Other multipurpose keys include: e, y, u, i, o, s, c, and n.

You can find other, less popular variations (asterisk, pound sign) by tapping the lower-left corner’s 123!? key. Burrow even further down to more options (the British pound, the Euro, squiggly brackets) by tapping the 123!? key and then, on the screen that appears, tap the •+= key. Return from any of these odd-key expeditions by tapping the lower-left corner’s ABC key.
[image: image with no caption]

To edit a word you’ve already typed—for example, fixing the typo ckngress—tap (but don’t hold) the spot you want to fix. You don’t have to hit the exact letter, because you get an orange pointer that you can reposition by dragging, if it’s not exactly where you want it. When it’s positioned correctly—in front of the k—tap the keyboard’s Delete key and then insert an o to fix the mistake.
Note
Want to customize a handful of keyboard settings, like the sounds it makes when tapped and whether or not new sentences automatically start with a capital letter? Kindle Keyboard has the scoop.






End of sample
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