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Dear parents and grandparents, 

When you look into the face of your little one, what is it you see looking back at you? For most the answer is simple— a miracle!

The love we give to and get back from a child is simply awesome. Nothing in our lives gives us the comfort and joy that a child can bring. But more than any other thing of value in our lives, the children God has given us need special care.

Children need someone to feed and watch over them, someone to pick them up when they fall, someone to run to when they are scared, someone to teach them about life as they grow up. Above all else, children need someone to teach them about Jesus and His importance for this life and the life to come.

If you have already read Heaven is for Real, then you know a little about our family and our son Colton’s trip to heaven.

From the very beginning, Sonja and I were captivated by the simplicity and the power of the words that came directly from Colton about his experience. We both felt strongly that his innocent, childlike descriptions of God and of heaven needed to be shared with other children. Who better to connect with a child than another child?

Heaven is for Real for Kids is just that—a child’s experience of his time in heaven, written in his voice, with his words— a book to be shared with other children.

But kids need more than just words; they need pictures too. The art was created under Colton’s direction and drawn to reflect the experience he had during his amazing trip to heaven.

You may be surprised to find some details in this book that were not included in the “grown-up” book. Colton has actually shared so many memories that not all of them could be written in just one book.

We hope that you enjoy reading and sharing this children’s edition of Heaven is for Real with your special little one. But beyond the simple enjoyment of the story, we pray that you’ll join us in the certainty of knowing that, as Colton says, “Heaven is for real, and you’re going to like it.”
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Not everyone gets to visit heaven and come back to earth, but Colton did! 
When Colton was almost four, he became very sick. His mom and dad took him to the hospital so he could get better, but while he was there an amazing thing happened. Colton closed his eyes, and when he opened them— 
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Jesus was with him!
Angels were there too, and then Jesus 
had an angel carry him to heaven.
This is Colton’s story.


Did you know that heaven is just 
like the Bible tells us?


It is wonderful, 
and it is for real!




“There are many rooms in my Father’s house. I would not tell you this if it were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you. After I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back. Then I will take you to be with me so that you may be where I am.”


—JOHN 14:2–3 
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Jesus is so happy when people get to heaven.
His smile is really bright, and His eyes sparkle.


When I looked at Jesus, I could tell how much He loved me.


Jesus really, really loves children!






While they watched, Jesus was changed. His face became bright like the sun.
And his clothes became white as light.


—MATTHEW 17:2 
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Heaven is more amazing 
than you can imagine.
I could hear beautiful music and see lots of colors.
Big, bright rainbows are everywhere you look.
The streets are gold, the gates are made of pearl, and shiny jewels are on the walls.






The foundation stones of the city walls had every kind of jewel in them. . . . The 12 gates were 12 pearls. Each gate was made from a single pearl.
The street of the city was made of pure gold. The gold was clear as glass.


—REVELATION 21:19, 21 
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Heaven is not scary—ever! There is no sun, but it never gets dark in heaven because the light of God is so bright. No one ever cries or is afraid in heaven. No one ever gets sad or mad.
Everyone is happy there!






The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it. The glory of God is its light, and the Lamb is the city’s lamp. By its light the people of the world will walk. The kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.


—REVELATION 21:23–24 
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You get to meet a lot of people in heaven.
I saw Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist, King David, Samson, Peter, 
John, and Jesus’ mom, Mary. I also got to talk to my great-grandpa
Pop. And my big sister was so excited to see me that she wouldn’t stop hugging me!





“Father, I want these people that you have given me to be with me in every place I am.
I want them to see my glory. This is the glory you gave me because you loved me before the world was made.”


—JOHN 17:24
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There are also lots of kids in heaven.


Some are older, some younger, some taller, and some are shorter than I am. They get to play games and learn things from Jesus. Heaven is a really fun place.


You will never get bored in heaven!





Jesus . . . said to them, “Let the little children come to me.
Don’t stop them. The kingdom of God belongs to people who are like these little children. I tell you the truth. You must accept the kingdom of God as a little child accepts things, or you will never enter it.” Then Jesus took the children in his arms. He put his hands on them and blessed them.


—MARK 10:14–16 
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Angels are everywhere! God’s angels are mighty and amazing!


Michael and Gabriel are the biggest—they are as tall as giants.


Michael carries a sword that is about as big as my dad.


His sword is covered in flames and is really powerful.


The angels do lots of things in heaven. They help God and sing praises to Him.


They also deliver messages and protect people on earth. Angels are very busy!






“Be careful. Don’t think these little children are worth nothing. I tell you that they have angels in heaven who are always with my Father in heaven.” 


—MATTHEW 18:10 
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God, people, angels, and even animals are in heaven. All the same types of animals that are on earth are in heaven, 
but in heaven they all get along.


You can play with any animal you like. I got to play with dogs, cats, elephants, and even kangaroos, but my favorite animals were the lions and Jesus’ big white horse.




Then wolves will live in peace with lambs. And leopards will lie down to rest with goats.
Calves, lions and young bulls will eat together. And a little child will lead them.


—ISAIAH 11:6 
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One of the most wonderful things about heaven is that no one ever gets sick or hurt there. No one ever has bumps or bruises or skinned knees. No one needs glasses or wheelchairs. In heaven, no one is old; everyone is young and healthy. And no one dies in heaven.


In heaven, you live forever with God!






I heard a loud voice from the throne. The voice said, “Now God’s home is with men. He will live with them, and they will be his people.
God himself will be with them and will be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, sadness, crying, or pain. All the old ways are gone.”


—REVELATION 21:3–4 



[image: 9781400318704_INT_0024_001]


My favorite place in heaven is near god’s throne. god the Father has a HUGE throne! Jesus sits on the right side of god. the Holy Spirit is also there. And there are angels and people worshipping god—I saw the angel gabriel.


A little chair was brought in for me, and I sat by god the Holy Spirit. I was praying for my dad because I knew he was really worried about me.


God the Father and Jesus the Son will send the 


Holy Spirit to help you when you pray.


They love you so much!




Let us, then, feel free to come before God’s throne.
Here there is grace. And we can receive mercy and grace to help us when we need it. 


—HEBREWS 4:16
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Jesus told me many things while I was in heaven. He told me to be nice to others and to talk to God in prayer. He talked to me about the markers on His hands and His feet from when He died on the cross. He did that so we could go see Him and His Dad in heaven.


The most important thing Jesus told me was how to get to heaven.


He said to believe in Him and follow Him.
That makes God very happy.




“I must not lose even one of those that God has given me, but I must raise them up on the last day. This is what the One who sent me wants me to do. Everyone who sees the Son and believes in him has eternal life.”


—JOHN 6:39–40 
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After I got to see and learn all of these amazing things, Jesus said, “Colton, you have to go back now. I am answering your dad ’s prayer.” Then I woke up, and I was in my hospital bed again.


I will never, ever forget my trip to heaven, and I will never, ever forget what Jesus wants us to know:


Jesus really, really loves children.


And Jesus really,
really loves you!




Yes, I am sure that nothing can separate us from the love God has for us. Not death, not life, not angels, not ruling spirits, nothing now, nothing in the future, no powers, nothing above us, nothing below us, or anything else in the whole world will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


—ROMANS 8:38–39 
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