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            Chapter 1
An Introduction to Android

              
      
      
        If you’re reading this, chances are you’ve at least heard of Android, one of the fastest-growing operating systems for smartphones. By the end of 2010, it was crowned the best-selling mobile OS worldwide. This chapter looks at what it is, how it got started, and what sets it apart from the pack.
      

      
        What is Android?
      

      
        Android is a free, open-source mobile operating system available on a variety of smartphones from different manufacturers and on a few devices in the nascent tablet market. Although the development of Android has been largely spearheaded by online info giant Google and other major tech players, it’s based on the Linux kernel, one of the most notable pieces of free, open-source software. Android’s accessibility is what sets it apart from other major smartphone players like Apple and Blackberry; while the competition puts walls around their wireless kingdoms, Android throws open the doors, allowing tens of thousands of developers to develop hundreds of thousands of available apps, creating limitless possibilities for what each Android-powered device can do.
      

      
        
          DID YOU KNOW?
        

        
          While Apple’s iPad currently dominates worldwide tablet sales (boasting a 90-percent share of the market), some analysts expect that Android-based tabs will begin to outsell Apple by 2015.
        

      

      
        Android History
      

      
        	
          2003: A small start-up, Android, Inc., is incorporated.
        

        	
          2005: Google purchases Android.
        

        	
          2007: Google, Motorola, T-Mobile, Sprint, Samsung, Intel, and other big names form the Open Handset Alliance to catapult development of Android forward.
        

        	
          2008: T-Mobile G1 becomes the first Android-powered device available through a major carrier.
        

        	
          October 2009: First Motorola Android devices released, including the Droid, first Android phone on the Verizon network.
        

        	
          January 2010: A misstep as the Android-based Nexus One by HTC is released and sold directly through Google “unlocked” (not restricted to a single carrier). Following some technical issues and widespread criticism about Google’s customer support, the Nexus One was discontinued in July of the same year.
        

        	
          December 2010: Samsung Galaxy S Tablet running Android released to lackluster reviews; Android overtakes Apple and Nokia in worldwide mobile OS sales.
        

        	
          2011: Android updates to new version 3.0, redesigned specifically with tablets in mind.
        

      

      
        What Makes Android Different?
      

      
        	
          Its Openness: Unlike Apple’s strict approval protocol for iPhone apps, the open nature of Android and ready availability of tools to help app developers means the potential app library for Android is exploding.
        

        	
          It's Customizable: Android apps can access any of a device’s core features like calling, texting, and GPS, adding to the power of the platform.
        

        	
          It's Built for Multitasking: One of Android’s big improvements over the iPhone is its ability to smoothly run numerous applications at once, performing small tasks in the background, or switching back and forth between tasks just as you might on a laptop.
        

        	
          It's Integrated for Google/Search Options: Android is fully integrated with Google’s galaxy of services, and Google’s top-notch search technology makes it simple to search email, files, the web, and just about anything else with a few taps.
        

      

      
        
          HINT
        

        
          Android is designed to fully integrate the online experience with the wireless experience. Pull up one of your contacts on your phone, and you can also see their email, current Facebook status, location, and much more.
        

      

    

              
          
  


End of sample
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