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Preface

Swedish Christmas Crafts is intended to give you inspiration and ideas to make your home festive for Christmas. For me, the month before Christmas is especially nice with all the delicious food and fun things to do with family and friends. It’s always exciting to dust off the Advent candleholder and set it out in its place of honor. So dig out the old reliable gingerbread and Lucia bun recipes, and let’s get started on the Christmas preparations.



 You shouldn’t stress about Christmas. Think about what is important to you and your family, and put everything else aside for the time being.



 The days leading up to Christmas are special, so relax and enjoy the season.
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Christmasy jester’s stocking

We all recognize the classic image of Christmas stockings hanging on the mantel, waiting for children to empty them on Christmas morning. These stockings will hold a few small packages, but most importantly, they are a lot of fun to make, not to mention how pretty they are.
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This stocking is made with gorgeous purple felt and decorated with flowers. Who says you have to stick to traditional Christmas colors just because it’s Christmas? It’s always nice to have a splash of color that draws the eye. You can find felt and beads in a craft store or well-stocked fabric store. There are many colors to choose from, so don’t be afraid to mix different colors and shades—there are no rules to follow. You will find the pattern for the stockings on the pattern pages.



 Supplies needed:

Light purple felt, approximately 25.6 × 19.7 
in (65 × 50 cm) 
Dark purple felt for the flowers 
Beads in different colors and sizes 
Dark purple embroidery beads 
Embroidery floss in two complementing shades 
Embroidery needle 
Scissors 
Straight pins 
Tracing paper and pen 
Hand punch



 What to do:

1 Trace the stocking (enlarge to 200%), the flower, and the felt button from pages 90-91 and 92 and cut them out of felt. You should cut out two stocking pieces, four flowers, and three buttons.



 2 Pin the flowers to the front of the stocking and sew a big bead onto the middle of each flower.



 3 Sew a ring of small beads around the big bead, but on the back side.



 4 Sew chain stitches with the embroidery floss to make stems for the flowers.



 5 Pin the sections of the stocking to one another and sew them together with simple stitches, starting approximately 4.7 in (12 cm) down on the forward part of the leg (the side with the toe).



 6 Sew the beads onto the front of the stocking (see picture) at the same time as the simple stitches.



 7 Sew the stocking pieces together until you have 9.4 in (24 cm) left on the rear part of the leg. Fold down the upper section and sew it down at the same time as you sew the stocking together.



 8 Sew the buttons with two small beads on each.



 9 Finish by sewing a row of beads along the edge of the fold, as shown in the picture.
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Beige felt stocking

If you want a Christmas stocking that can hold a little more, perhaps this design will appeal to you. It’s made out of beige felt and is decorated with beads, buttons, and embroidery. This is an easy one to personalize, so have fun!






 This stocking looks great with all sorts of different decorations. Use buttons and beads in different sizes, and embroider with embroidery floss, pearl cotton, or thin crochet thread.



 Sew the stocking together with simple whipstitches and embroider around the beads with stem stitching. Hang the stocking with a pretty matching velvet ribbon and decorate it with a complementing Christmas ornament. The pattern for the stocking is on page 91.
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 Supplies needed:

Beige felt, approximately 15.74 × 31.5 in 
(40 × 80 cm) 
Small and large beads 
Mother-of-pearl buttons 
Embroidery floss in different colors 
Velvet ribbon, approximately 39.4 in (1 m) 
Sewing needle 
Scissors 
Tracing paper and pen 
Hand punch



 What to do:

1 Trace the stocking from the pattern page and cut out two stocking sections.



 2 Draw on the decorations and sew on the beads.



 3 Using embroidery floss or a similar thread, sew stem stitches around the beads.



 4 Place the stocking sections with their back sides together and stitch them together. Attach the beads at the same time.



 5 Make a hole in the upper part of the stocking with the hand punch and thread a velvet ribbon through the hole.
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Little green stockings

Use green beads on this stocking to give it a little shimmer.



 Attach the beads with double thread. The pattern for the stocking is on page 90, and should be enlarged to 200%.



 Sew the sections of the stocking together with traditional buttonhole stitches; you can use either embroidery floss, pearl cotton, or cotton floss. On page 90, you can see how the buttonhole stitches should be sewn. Leave an opening at the upper front edge to sew on three buttons using the same thread. Make a hole in the stocking with a hand punch. Hang the stocking using a matching grosgrain ribbon.
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Paper snowflakes

Remember those paper snowflakes from elementary school? Why not bring back old memories and use them for pretty window decorations? The impression of the snowflakes is enhanced if you also spray the edges of the window with artificial snow.



 You can use just about any type of paper. The larger snowflake is made from slightly heavier paper and the smaller ones with a fine, patterned paper. Any craft or specialty paper store will have an abundance of attractive and unusual paper. Experiment with different shapes and patterns—a heart looks nice in the snowy window. Working with a craft knife is also effective.



 Supplies needed:

Paper 
Small scissors or craft knife, a cutting 
mat, and a steel ruler



 What to do:

1 Decide which shape you want for your snowflake. If you’re making a heart, start by folding the paper in the middle, and then cut out half a heart.



 2 Fold a few more times.



 3 Cut small slits, circles, half-moons, etc.
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Felt hearts

This is a good way to make gingerbread hearts that stay fresh year after year. These cute hearts are made from a lovely thick felt, in true gingerbread color. These are perfect for hanging on a door or in a window, and if you make them smaller, they’re just the right size for hanging on the Christmas tree.




 You can find this thick type of felt in most major craft stores. Buttons are one of my big passions, so I always decorate the heart with a pretty button. Gluing it on instead of sewing it keeps the back side clean. If you want a heart that’s decorated on both sides, sew buttons back to back, one on either side of the felt. I always buy buttons when I’m traveling—I found these in a supermarket in Prague!



 Supplies needed:

Thick brown felt 
Red-and-white striped ribbon 
Decorative buttons 
Hand punch 
Craft glue 
Tracing paper and pen 
Pins 
Scissors



 What to do:

1 Trace the heart from page 93 onto a piece of paper and cut it out.



 2 Pin the paper heart to the felt and cut around the pattern.



 3 Make a hole in the felt heart with the hand punch.



 4 Attach the button with craft glue; allow the glue to dry thoroughly before continuing.



 5 Thread the ribbon through the hole and hang.
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Stars . . .

A simple and classic decoration that’s suitable both in windows and on mirrors. Stick with traditional Christmas colors, or get wild, it’s all up to you.




 Choose a sturdy paper so that the stars will hang neatly on the ribbon. Copy the star from page 92 onto a heavy piece of paper to use as a pattern. Draw the stars according to your pattern and cut them out.



 Make a small hole with a hand punch in the middle of each star. Thread the ribbon on a darning needle and pull the needle and ribbon through the stars. Pull the stars into place and hang the garland using tape.
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. . . and dots

Using round self-adhesive labels (easily available at any craft or office supply store) and some thread, you can easily make a pretty snowfall for any window in the house.




 Use either fishing line or regular white sewing thread to attach the labels. Stick the labels to each other with the thread in between. This is a great activity for younger kids who want to help you decorate. Place the snowflakes as close together or as far apart as you wish.



 When you are finished, attach the strings of snowflakes to the window frame. They are so light that a piece of tape is sufficient to hang them with.
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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