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GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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Welcome to Jordan





At the crossroads of history for more than 2000 years, the kingdom of Jordan is a treasure trove of world-class heritage sites and spectacular desert scenery.
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Ancient Allure

Jordan has welcomed high volumes of visitors since camel caravans plied the legendary King’s Highway transporting frankincense in exchange for spices. Nabataean tradesmen, Roman legionnaires, Muslim armies and zealous Crusaders have all passed through the land we now call Jordan, leaving spectacular monuments behind. In turn, these monuments have provoked a modern wave of visitors who, since the early 19th century, have been fascinated to discover this potent past or who have gone in search of the origins of their faith.

Jordan, then, is no stranger to the tourist and there are many ways to enjoy a visit – on a short package holiday, on a specialist archaeological tour, by hiring a Bedouin guide on arrival, or simply by hopping in a hire car and travelling where the fancy takes you. Minimal planning and only a modest budget is required to reach the main sites of interest, although booking a room in major destinations is recommended during the peak season in April.

One of the World’s Wonders

Thanks to its small size and large diversity, Jordan repays even the shortest visit with sights and activities that are truly world-class. Petra, the ancient Nabataean city locked in the heart of Jordan’s sandstone escarpments, is the jewel in the crown of the country’s many antiquities. The walk through the Siq to the Treasury (Petra’s defining monument) is sublime in every sense and leaves an indelible impression on even the most jaded of visitors. It takes at least two days to make the most of a visit, particularly as the sites are far flung and require a fair amount of walking.

A Taste of the Middle East

Petra is a highly persuasive reason to visit Jordan but it is far from the only reason. Apart from the many other spectacular historical and biblical sites, the country offers striking desert landscapes, a salty sea at the lowest point on earth, magnificent springtime flowers scattered across the interior, and rural towns that keep continuity with the traditions of the past.

It takes tolerance to host endless volumes of incomers and Jordan has displayed that virtue in spades, absorbing in recent times hundreds of thousands of refugees from Palestine and Iraq, as well as accommodating ever-growing numbers of tourists who are often insensitive to conservative Jordanian values. While the country has challenges, particularly in terms of modernisation and growing urbanisation, it remains one of the best countries in which to gain an impression of the Middle East without the often attendant difficulties.
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Petra

1 Ever since the Swiss explorer Jean Louis Burckhardt rediscovered this spectacular site in 1812, the ancient Nabataean city of Petra (Click here) has been drawing the crowds – and with good reason. This is without doubt Jordan’s most treasured attraction and when the sun sets over the honeycombed landscape of tombs, carved facades, pillars and golden sandstone cliffs, it’s a hard-hearted visitor who is left unaffected by its magic. Allow a couple of days to do the site justice and to visit the main monuments at optimum times of the day.
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Ruins of Empire

2 For a country so small in size, Jordan punches well above its weight in world-class monuments, boasting some of the finest Roman ruins outside Rome. Most countries would be pleased to have attractions like the Citadel (Click here) or the Roman Theatre (Click here) in Amman, but these pale into insignificance compared with the superbly preserved ruins at Jerash (Click here). Visit during a chariot race when commentary from a red-plumed centurion will help bring this ancient outpost of Rome alive.
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Lawrence’s Desert

3 It wasn’t just the sublime vista of Wadi Rum (Click here), with its burnished sandstone cliffs and vivid- coloured dunes, that impressed Lawrence of Arabia as he paced on camel back through the land of the Bedouin. He was also impressed by the stoicism of the people who endured hardships associated with a life in the desert. Today, it’s possible to get a glimpse of that traditional way of life, albeit with a few more creature comforts, by staying in one of the Bedouin camps scattered across this desert wilderness.
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The Dead Sea Experience

4 Floating in the Dead Sea (Click here) is one of the world’s great natural experiences. Floating is the right word for it: with an eye-stingingly high salt content it is virtually impossible to swim in the viscous waters of a sea that is 415m below ‘sea level’. The experience is usually accompanied by a mud bath, a bake in the sun and a health-giving spa treatment at one of the modern pleasure palaces lined up along the Dead Sea’s shores.
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Crusader Castles

5 As a frontier in the battle for the soul between Muslim and Christian forces, the land east of the Mediterranean is dotted with castles. In Jordan, there are well-preserved examples at Ajloun (Click here) and Shobak (Click here), but Karak Castle (Click here), commanding the semi-arid hills midway along the King’s Highway, is the best. You don’t need to be military-minded to be impressed by the ramparts of this enormous construction, but imagination helps to hear the dying howls of those pitched from the parapet by the sadistic Renauld de Chatillon.
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Madaba’s Handmade History

6 For centuries, Madaba (Click here), at the head of the ancient King’s Highway, has been a crossroad for caravans transporting goods, legions of armies pushing the borders of their empires, and pilgrims driven by faith in search of the Promised Land. To this day the town, with its churches, museums, markets and craft workshops, retains the marks of those cultural exchanges. Perhaps the best evidence of this rich past is Madaba’s magnificent collection of mosaics, a heritage continued through the town’s unique mosaic school (Click here).
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Diving with Damsels

7 It’s no secret that the Red Sea is home to some of the most spectacular underwater seascapes in the world (Click here). Jordan’s Red Sea shoreline along the Gulf of Aqaba is admittedly short, but this comparatively unexploited stretch of water encompasses pristine reefs, crumbling wrecks and kaleidoscopic coral gardens. Snorkelling and diving among damsel fish, turtles and seahorses is an unforgettable experience easily arranged through dive centres in and around the lively seaside city of Aqaba (Click here).
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Getting in Touch with the Soul

8 For many people Jordan is more than just a traveller’s destination: it is a place of pilgrimage. Sites that resonate with spiritual significance abound in a country delineated by the Jordan Valley, where John is believed to have baptised Jesus (at Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan, Click here), and Wadi Araba (Click here) where, according to the Bible, the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah attracted the wrath of God. It is perhaps at Mt Nebo (Click here), however, with its sublime view of the Promised Land, that one most senses this is ‘hallowed, holy ground’.



[image: image]
PATRICK SYDER/LONELY PLANET IMAGES 
Bronze memorial, Mt Nebo





Walks on the Wild Side

9 In a region not commonly associated with hiking, Jordan has a surprising number of excellent walking paths. Trails thread through Ajloun Forest Reserve (Click here) in the north of Jordan, adventurous routes lead above the waterfalls of Wadi Mujib (Click here), and Bedouin guides help visitors negotiate the myriad livestock trails of Petra (Click here) and Wadi Rum (Click here). For some of the most inspiring walks on the wild side, a trip to Dana Biosphere Reserve (Click here) is a must with its turquoise lizards, secretive ibex, terraced orchards and ecofriendly lodges.
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Exploring the Desert Castles

10 The plains of eastern Jordan are home to the iconic ‘desert castles’, a collection of early Umayyad pleasure palaces, bathhouses and hunting lodges that are strikingly incongruous with their barren surroundings. While visiting Jordan’s eastern frontier requires some planning, this region is full of surprises, including Qusayr Amra’s saucy frescos (Click here), Lawrence’s winter redoubt at Azraq (Click here), a last refuge of the Arabian oryx at Shaumari Wildlife Reserve (Click here) and an unlikely lake in the desert at Burqu (Click here).
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Blooming Beautiful

11 Carpets of scarlet poppies strewn across the desert, ribbons of oleander in the wadis, the surprise flutter of velvet petals on a black iris along the King’s Highway; Jordan is home to some of the region’s most magnificent floral displays. For a truly sublime show, visit the Roman ruins of Umm Qais (Click here) in the far north of the country on a sunny afternoon in April: armfuls of knee-high daisies and thistles, yellow hollyhocks and pink mallow compete for a sliver of warmth between fallen masonry.
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The King’s Highway

12 It may not be the path of literal kings, but the King’s Highway (Click here) follows some pretty big footsteps. These include those of the Nabataeans (their fabled city of Petra lies at the end of the King’s Highway), the Romans (whose military outpost at Umm ar-Rasas is a Unesco World Heritage site) and the Crusaders (their Karak and Shobak castles are highlights in their own right). Smaller footsteps include those taken by Salome in her Dance of the Seven Veils at the desolate hilltop of Mukawir (Click here).
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Miraculous Mujib

13 Fresh water is in short supply in Jordan and it has already become an issue of intense political importance in dialogue with neighbouring states. Various projects, such as the ‘Red to Dead’ Sea Canal and a pipeline from Wadi Rum’s aquifers to Amman, are being explored with ever-greater urgency. That’s one reason why the miraculous springs of Mujib Biosphere Reserve (Click here) are a highlight. The other reason is that the water flows through a spectacular wadi into a series of heavenly pools – paradise for the adventure-seeking traveller.
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The Hand of Hospitality

14 Despite its modest size, Jordan is home to diverse peoples who share a traditional sense of responsibility towards the visitor. It may sound unfashionably romantic to claim that Jordanians are more hospitable than most, but it doesn’t take long to realise that it’s an integral part of their culture. Whether you’re invited for mint tea by Palestinians, bread and salt by Bedouins, or pomegranate salads by the Chechens of Azraq, your interactions with Jordanian people will be a highlight of your visit.
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Wadi Jadid

15 There’s nothing new about Wadi Jadid (‘New Valley’ in Arabic, Click here). This undisturbed valley in the middle of nowhere typifies all that is constant in rural Jordanian life – sheep-grazing, shepherds trotting through thistles astride their pot-bellied donkeys, the smell of sage in the hot summer sun. In fact the valley would be entirely unremarkable were it not for the clusters of ancient Bronze Age dolmen that dot the terraced hillsides. Heaved into place between 5000 and 3000 BC, these impressive stone monuments are worth the effort it takes to locate them.
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need to know







CURRENCY

»Jordanian Dinar (JD)

LANGUAGE

»Arabic (English is widely spoken)

MONEY

»ATMs are available throughout the country and credit cards are widely used.

VISAS

»Visas, required by all visitors, are available on arrival at international airports and most of Jordan’s land borders.

MOBILE PHONES

»Local SIM cards can be used for international calls and can be topped up with readily available prepaid cards.

DRIVING

»Drive on the right; the steering wheel is on the left side of the car. Seat-belt wearing is compulsory.







When to Go?

[image: 00-climate-jor8]

 HIGH SEASON (MAR–MAY)

»The weather is perfect throughout Jordan with warm days and cool nights.

»Northern Jordan is blanketed in wildflowers in April.

»Book rooms in advance in main tourist areas and expect higher rates.

 SHOULDER SEASON (SEP–FEB)

»The best time to visit the Red Sea; prices in and around Aqaba rise accordingly.

»Bitter nights in the desert and even rain or snow curtail many activities such as camping.

 LOW SEASON (JUN–AUG)

»The desert in the middle of the summer is extreme. Temperatures throughout Jordan can be stifling.

»Prices are at their best but many places close in the low season.





Your Daily Budget

BUDGET LESS THAN JD40

»Shared room in budget guesthouse: JD10–40

»Street fare and local markets: under JD5

»Public transport: JD5

»International Student Identity Card reduces cost of some tourist sites: JD5

MIDRANGE JD40–120

»Double room in *mid­range hotel: JD40–90

»Eating in local restaurants: JD5–10

»Car hire: JD25

»Entry costs/unguided activities: JD10

TOP END OVER JD120

»Double room in five-star hotel: over JD90

»Buffet lunch/dinner: from JD10

»4WD car hire: JD140

»Guided activities: JD50





Websites

»Jordan Jubilee (www.jordanjubilee.com) Practical website about southern Jordan.

»Jordan Tourism Board (www.visitjordan.com) Excellent official website.

»Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/jordan) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum.

»RSCN (www.rscn.org.jo) Online booking of accommodation and eco-adventures in nature reserves.

»Bible Places (www.bibleplaces.com) Biblical sights in Jordan.





Exchange Rates
 	
 Australia
	
A$1
	
JD0.761

	
 Canada
	
C$1
	
JD0.711

	
 Egypt
	
E£1
	
JD0.118

	
 Europe
	
€1
	
JD0.934

	
 Israel & Palestinian Territories
	
1NIS
	
JD0.191

	
 Japan
	
Y100
	
JD0.933

	
 Syria
	
S£10
	
JD0.124

	
 UK
	
£1
	
JD1.123

	
 US
	
US$1
	
JD0.711



 For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.






Important Numbers
 	
 Country code
	
[image: iconphonepng] 962

	
 International access code
	
[image: iconphonepng] 00

	
 Ambulance
	
[image: iconphonepng] 911

	
 Fire
	
[image: iconphonepng] 911

	
 Police
	
[image: iconphonepng] 911







Arriving in Jordan

»Queen Alia International Airport

 Bus – Airport Express Bus runs regularly between the airport and Amman (Click here)

 Taxi – JD17, 30 to 40 minutes to central Amman

 Car Hire – Available in arrivals hall

»Ferry Terminal, Aqaba

 Taxi – JD8, 20 minutes to central Aqaba

»Wadi Araba (Yitzhak Rabin) Border Crossing

 Taxi – JD8, 15 minutes to central Aqaba; JD50, two hours to Petra





Don’t Leave Home Without

❑ Your driver’s licence

❑ A Syrian visa if heading north (Click here)

❑ A Jordanian visa if heading from Israel & the Palestinian Territories across King Hussein/Allenby Bridge (Click here)

❑ Tampons (hard to find outside main tourist centres)

❑ A sleeping sheet to waylay roaming scorpions if you’re staying overnight in Wadi Rum

❑ Mosquito repellent and a net if you want any chance of sleep while camping in wadis or sleeping outside (permitted on the roof of some guest houses)

❑ A hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, lip balm, long sleeves and neck covering if you’re planning a summer visit

❑ Warm clothing for the cold desert nights between October and April









Top of section



if you like...






Roman Ruins

Pillars, pediments and pavements from ancient Rome are liberally strewn across Jordan, making the country one of the best in the world to see evidence of this once-mighty empire.

 Jerash Modern-day centurions clash swords daily in the hippodrome in the heart of the exquisite and well-preserved ruins of Jerash (Click here)

 Umm Qais With a view of the Golan Heights, these atmospheric ruins still command a strategic location; they are particularly picturesque surrounded by spring wildflowers (Click here)

 Pella One of the 10 cities of the ancient Decapolis (Click here)

 The Citadel Perched above the modern capital, these ruins afford a great view of downtown and its ancient amphitheatre (Click here)

 Colonnaded Street, Petra The presence of the Romans in the pink city of Petra is found in the detail – in an acanthus leaf carving, a tomb to a fallen hero or in the fallen pillars of the main thoroughfare (Click here)



Views of the Promised Land

On the east bank of the river Jordan latter-day pilgrims can follow in the footsteps of former prophets. More than 100 sites in Jordan are mentioned in the Bible.

 Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan The most important biblical site in Jordan, this is where Elijah is said to have ascended into heaven and where Jesus was believed to have been baptised (Click here)

 Mt Nebo Casting his eyes across the Jordan Valley to Jericho beyond, Moses supposedly finally saw the Promised Land from here before dying (Click here)

 Madaba Famed for the mosaic map, the earliest map of the Holy Land, Madaba is a living testament to the Bible with its devout population of Christians (Click here)

 Herod’s Castle, Mukawir Only a pillar remains atop the hill at Mukawir but this atmospheric site conjures the rhythm of Salome’s dance in the wind (Click here)

 Lot’s Cave She looked back, and for that Lot’s wife was sait to have been cast into a pillar of salt near here (Click here)



Crusader Castles

Most people love a good castle and Jordan has plenty. Once guarding ancient trade routes or repelling religious adversaries, their crumbling battlements are a highlight of Jordan.

 Karak Castle The king of castles, the crusader stronghold of Karak is a highlight of Jordan (Click here)

 Shobak Castle Built by the Crusaders in the 12th century, this picture-perfect castle wins over even the most ruin-weary traveller (Click here)

 Qala’at ar-Rabad (Ajloun Castle) Part of Saladin’s defensive chain of forts against the Crusaders (Click here)

 Azraq Castle On the edge of an important oasis, Azraq Castle was a chilly winter home for T E Lawrence and Sharif Hussein in 1917 (Click here)

 Eastern Desert Castles Collectively misnamed as castles, this collection of Umayyad bathhouses, hunting lodges and pleasure palaces is a monument to early Islamic architecture (Click here)
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Entry hall in the Umayyad Palace (Click here), the Citadel, Amman




Healthy Bathing

Jordan boasts dozens of thermal hot-water springs where the water ranges from 35°C to 45°C and contains potassium, magnesium and health-giving minerals. If you like a bath with bubbles, Jordan is the place to have one.

 Hammamat Ma’in Steam vents pepper the sulphurous hillside at this famous and beautiful spring near Madaba; it’s suitable for single women (Click here)

 Hammamat Burbita and Hammamat Afra West of the King’s Highway near Tafila, these springs have a sequence of pools and basic facilities (Click here)

 Al-Pasha Turkish Bath Steam rooms, Jacuzzi and obligatory scrubbing are available at this Amman favourite (Click here)

 Petra Turkish Bath With a separate section for women, this is a great place to soothe aching muscles after a day of hiking in Petra (Click here)

 Dead Sea Spas The place to be for the ultimate in healthy bathing and luxurious pampering (Click here)



Flora & Fauna

The desert may look deserted but it is home to some of the greatest survivors on earth – both animal and vegetable. If you want to see the desert come alive then time your visit for mid-April.

 Wildflowers In profusion across Jordan in mid-April, the best floral displays are around the hills of the north (Click here)

 Strawberry Oaks Ajloun Forest Reserve protects this rare woodland (Click here)

 Bird-watching Azraq Wetland Reserve hosts migrants and residents in the heart of the desert (Click here)

 Black Iris Jordan’s national flower blooms along the King’s Highway in April (Click here)

 Ibex Perched on crags above the oleander-filled wadis of Dana Biosphere Reserve, this is one elusive goat! (Click here)

 Oryx The origin of the myth of the unicorn, this magnificent antelope can be seen at Shaumari Wildlife Reserve (Click here)

 Fish The Red Sea is renowned the world over for its diversity of life underwater (Click here)



Crafts with a Conscience

The revival of cottage industries is helping to sustain traditional ways of life in Jordan. If you want to help the process, there are lots of places to buy a souvenir that leaves behind more than you take away.

 Hand-loomed Rugs Goat-hair rugs are bringing life-changing opportunities to the women of Bani Hamida (Click here)

 Palestinian Embroidery The Haret Jdoudna Complex in Madaba provides an outlet for the once-dying art of cross-stitch (Click here)

 Mosaics Jordan has been associated with the art of mosaic for centuries and some superb pieces have been preserved for posterity; buy your own tree of life in Madaba, home of the mosaic map  (Click here)

 Painted Ostrich Eggs Ostriches once roamed the land now called Jordan; the art of egg painting has been preserved in Azraq (Click here)

 Environmentally Friendly Products Wild Jordan in Amman sells a range of lovely eco-crafts from Jordan’s nature reserves (Click here)
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Lawrence of Arabia

Jordan is ‘El Lawrence’ country, the land the eccentric, camel-riding, dagger-wielding Englishman made his own during the Arab Revolt of 1917–19.

 Wadi Rum Lawrence’s ghost haunts ‘Rumm the Magnificent’, floating past ‘crags like gigantic buildings’ now named ‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ in his honour (Click here)

 Wadi Umran The words ‘to Aqaba’ float in the wind for those who camel trek along this wadi – ask at Wadi Rum for a guide (Click here)

 Hejaz Railway The goods train rattles by on mended tracks once dynamited by Lawrence (Click here)

 Dana The ‘chess-board houses of Dana village’ give a vantage point into sunny Araba, ‘fresh and green, thousands of feet below’ (Click here)

 Azraq Castle Lawrence was proud to ride between Aqaba and ‘Azraq the Remote’ in three days; the journey now takes only one day (Click here)

 The West Lawrence left Azraq ‘riding into a glowing west, while…schools of cranes flew into the sunset’ – a good place to let Lawrence’s memory rest (Click here)



Bedouin Experiences

For centuries the Bedouin have inspired admiration for their ability to withstand the hardship of life in the desert. Nowadays they often make their living from sharing their traditional way of life with visitors – an experience not to be missed.

 Camping under Goat Hair With a sky full of stars, mint tea and a good story, a Bedouin camp at Wadi Rum or Diseh offers a night to remember (Click here)

 Camel Trek The ships of the desert are more often driven than ridden by the Bedouin these days but treks are possible in Wadi Rum and Petra (Click here)

 Sampling Mensaf Camels’ milk, dried dates and goats’ cheese are the staples of Bedouin food; at the Al-Wadi Restaurant in Petra they prepare mensaf, the traditional Bedouin dish of lamb, rice and pine nuts (Click here)



Walks on the Wild Side

Jordan’s most exciting hikes are across sand dunes, through rare forests, and via the lush gorges, waterfalls and pools of seasonally dry riverbeds (wadis). Taking a guide with transport is advisable as hikes are only flood-proof from mid-March to mid-October. See Taylor & Howard’s Jordan: Walks for full route descriptions.

 Siq Trail A rewarding scramble (2km, three hours) through Wadi Mujib’s narrow canyon in knee-high water (Click here)

 Wadi Dana Trail This classic Dana hike (16km, six hours) descends through a geography lesson of ecosystems and Bedouin grazing grounds (Click here)

 Prophet’s Trail A beautiful hike (8km, four hours) through Ajloun’s fig and pear orchards to the alleged birthplace of Prophet Elijah (Click here)

 Makharas Canyon Hike This plod through soft sands (8km, 2½ hours) opens up the best of Wadi Rum (Click here)

 Wadi Muthlim Enter Petra the Indiana Jones way (5km, 90 minutes) through this unnervingly narrow canyon (Click here)
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Top Events

 Jerash Festival, July

 Hiking Season, March–April

 Peak Wildflower Blooms, April

 Dead Sea Ultra Marathon, April

 Distant Heat, August




January

If you thought the desert was hot by default, then think again. The desert is bitter cold in winter. But while most of Jordan shivers under chilly skies, those in the know head for Aqaba.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] RED SEA SNORKELLING & DIVING

Aqaba, with its warm winter sunshine, hosts the annual holiday exodus of urbanites from the hills. The winter months, from December to March, are the perfect time for an underwater adventure, with clear blue skies and crystal-clear waters.

April

April is the most popular month to visit Jordan, and with good reason. The weather is balmy and clear and the semi-arid hills of Northern Jordan burst into magnificent, knee-high bloom.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] NATURE WALKING

The spring, late March to mid-May, is the best time to visit Jordan’s excellent nature reserves (Click here). The elusive black iris (Jordan’s national flower) blooms and nature lovers can hike through narrow wadis without fear of flash floods.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] JORDAN RALLY

The annual Jordan Rally (www.jordanrally.com) is organised by the FIA World Rally Championship and attracts cheering crowds to the shores of the Dead Sea. The world’s leading rally drivers participate in the 1008km route.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] DEAD SEA ULTRA MARATHON

Not just for a few crazed locals, the Dead Sea Ultra Marathon (www.deadseamarathon.com) attracts athletes and amateurs – all heading below zero. The 50km race begins in Amman at 900m above sea level and ends 400m below the international tideline.

May

Still peak tourist season, the country hots up in May and by the end of the month low-lying areas are toasting. It’s also peak season for flowering oleander, making the wadis pretty in pink.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] INDEPENDENCE DAY

On 25 May, Jordanians celebrate their national day with bunting and flags and military parades in the capital. It’s a good excuse for a chat, a water pipe and a mint tea with friends, and visitors are always made welcome.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] HIKING & CAMEL TREKKING

It may be hotting up in Petra and Wadi Rum but May is the perfect time to experience the desert. With hot days and warm nights, you quickly slip into the rhythm of Bedouin life, rising early and napping after lunch.

July

The midsummer months of June and July bring hazy skies and suffocating heat and few choose this time of year for a visit. Thankfully the tedious summer months are cheered up by open-air cultural events.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] JERASH FESTIVAL

Hosted within world-class ruins, Jordan’s best-loved cultural event (Click here) brings ancient Jerash to life with plays, poetry recitals, opera and concerts. Held annually since 1981, the festival (www.jerashfestival.jo) runs for 17 days from mid-July to mid-August.

[image: categoryentertainpng] TRADITIONAL CONCERTS & PLAYS

In summer (July and August), traditional concerts and plays are held at the Odeon (Click here) and Roman Theatre (Click here) in Amman, as well as in the towns of Salt (Click here) and Fuheis (Click here).

August

Until 2015, the summer is associated with high points in the Islamic calendar. Each year Islamic holidays fall 11 days earlier than the previous year. The precise dates depend upon the sighting of the moon.

[image: categoryeatpng] RAMADAN

During the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims must refrain from eating, drinking and smoking between dawn and dusk. While there are some restrictions for visitors, Ramadan also brings special cuisine and sweetmeats unavailable at other times.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] EID AL-FITR

Marking the end of Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr is a time of festivity for Muslims. Disruptions to opening hours, and heavily booked transport and hotels are likely; on the upside, an invitation to join the party is an opportunity not to be missed.

[image: categoryentertainpng] DISTANT HEAT

August is hot, so if you can’t beat the heat, you may as well join it by building up a sweat at Jordan’s annual dance in the desert. This all-nighter (www.distantheat.com) takes place in Wadi Rum and features top international electronic-dance-music artists.

October

Residents of Jordan sigh with relief in late September and early October as temperatures cool and the parched earth returns to life with the first showers. Markets abound with figs, corn and fresh olive oil.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] EID AL-ADHA

Marking the end of Hajj, the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, this Islamic holiday falls in October until 2014. Shops close as owners join their families on these important days of celebration and feasting.

November

Blustering with wind and often heavy rains, November signals the season of flash floods as water chases through sun-dried wadis towards Wadi Araba. Not the best month for hiking, then, but good for sightseeing.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] JORDAN RUNNING ADVENTURE RACE

Covered in a single stage between Petra and the Dead Sea via Wadi Rum, this 190km ultra trail is a new addition to Jordan’s sporting calendar. A shorter route of 80km attracts less masochistic participants.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] FLOATING IN THE DEAD SEA

With fewer tourists than in spring, you may be bobbing alone in the Dead Sea (Click here) in November. Early harvests of mangos and bananas from the Jordan Valley give extra enticement!
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Whether you have six days or 60, these itineraries provide a starting point for the trip of a lifetime. Want more inspiration? Head online to lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to chat with other travellers.


[image: 05-amman-to-aqaba-jor8]

 Seven Days Amman to Aqaba Return

Thanks to its relatively compact size, Jordan rewards even the shortest of getaways, especially if you’re prepared to hire a car. On day one take the pulse of the modern Middle East in the souqs and coffeehouses of Amman. On day two, piece together a biblical history in the mosaic town of Madaba and, like Moses, survey the Promised Land from neighbouring Mt Nebo.

Spend day three following the caravans of history along the ancient King’s Highway, crossing mighty Wadi Mujib. Visit the Crusader castles in Karak and Shobak en route to Petra and listen for hooves clattering through cobbled corridors.

Make an early start on day four to experience the Siq at Petra at its best. Climb to a High Place and picnic under an oleander bush. On day five, slither through Wadi Muthlim and end your visit to the rose-red city at the iconic Monastery. From here, the seaside town of Aqaba is only two hours away. On day six, wash off the desert dust in the spectacular coral gardens of the Red Sea. On day seven, return to Amman (four hours via Ma’an and the Desert Highway); with an early start, you could have lunch on a Wadi Rum sand dune en route.



[image: 05-around-jordan-jor8]

 Two to Three Weeks Around Jordan

In around 18 days you can unravel a path through Jordan’s most famous sites, travelling in the footsteps of Roman legionnaires, Crusader craftsmen, Islamic warriors and Bedouin nomads. Begin with two days in Amman and a third day at the races – chariot races that is – at the spectacular Roman ruins of Jerash.

For a springtime flower show, camp overnight at the oak woodlands of Ajloun Forest Reserve or spend day four wading knee-high among daisies at Umm Qais. On day five descend to the subtropical Jordan Valley, pausing at the point where Jesus was supposedly baptised in Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan.

Follow the River Jordan to the Dead Sea and treat yourself to a night of luxury in a Dead Sea resort and an early morning float on day six at the world’s lowest point. Survey the West Bank from a higher vantage at the Dead Sea Panoramic Complex en route for Mujib Biosphere Reserve. Splash, swim and struggle through ‘Petra with water’ on the unguided Siq Trail. Dry out along the Dead Sea Highway to Lot’s Cave and swap stories about the adventure at candlelit Feynan Ecolodge.

Begin week two chilling in Aqaba for two days, sparing time for a dive or snorkel in the fabled Red Sea. With batteries recharged, tackle a hike in Wadi Rum on day 10 and stay overnight in a Bedouin camp. Spend the next three nights in Wadi Musa, joining Petra by Night for a magical introduction to the world-wonder of Petra. End your second week travelling back to Amman along the Desert Highway.

If you have a third week to hand, head north from Petra via the ancient King’s Highway on day 15, sparing time to pause at the imposing castle of Shobak. Break the journey at Dana Biosphere Reserve and relax on day 16, taking village walks or a longer hike with a guide.

Spend day 17 making the most of the King’s Highway to Madaba, pausing at Karak and Herod’s Castle in Mukawir en route. Allow two days for some souvenir shopping in Madaba, the closest town to the international airport, or at craft shops in nearby Mt Nebo. If energy allows, end your visit with a day trip to Azraq and the Eastern desert castles.



[image: image]
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Horse-drawn carriage, the Siq,
Wadi Musa (Click here)
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Roman theatre (Click here), Amman
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 Ten Days Border to Border
 Jordan is plumb in the middle of a richly historic region, making it an essential part of a Middle East adventure. This 10-day route by public transport assumes an entry point by ferry from Egypt or by taxi from Israel and the Palestinian Territories. If coming from the latter, check the visa and security situation for onward travel to Syria or Iraq (not recommended at the time of writing).
Spend the first two days acclimatising to a new country in Aqaba: Jordan has a distinct character, immediately felt in the souqs and open-air restaurants of this seaside town. Spare time for a swim – Jordan’s access to the Red Sea may be diminutive but the coral gardens are pristine and relatively unvisited. On day three take the morning bus and go in search of ‘El Lawrence’ in the magnificent desert of Wadi Rum. Don a bandana and hop astride a camel and head into the red sand dunes for an overnight camp with the Bedouin.

On day four rise at dawn with the locals, ready to catch the minibus to Petra. With two days in the pink city you can hike to the High Places, learn to cook Jordanian food at Petra Kitchen and watch the sunset from the Monastery.

On day six head north to Amman on the frequent Desert Highway buses via Ma’an. Spend a night sampling city nightlife, including an evening’s stroll downtown through Amman’s Roman ruins. Hike from the Citadel on day seven and reward the effort with the capital’s best-loved Arabic street food at Hashem Restaurant.

If you’re heading for the Iraqi border on day eight, stop over for two nights at Azraq. Azraq Fort was Lawrence’s winter hideout and the nearby Azraq Wetland Reserve is a reminder of the fragility of life in the black Badia (stone desert). After crossing such barren lands, the shrunken waters of the oasis seem miraculous. Getting to the border from here requires patience but is possible.

If heading for the Syrian or Israeli border, spend day eight roaming the Roman ruins of Jerash and stay overnight in Ajloun. With a crumbling castle, Qala’at ar-Rabad, and a nature reserve with easy hiking trails, Ajloun is a peaceful place to spend a last day in Jordan. Although the borders with Syria or Israel and the Palestinian Territories are nearby, allow time for a change of minibus in Jerash or Irbid.



[image: 05-long-weekend-in-north-jor8]



 Four Days Gems in the North

With a long weekend, most visitors head straight for Petra on an overnighter from Amman. For a more rewarding use of time, leave the pink city for a longer visit and focus instead on Jordan’s gems in the north. This trip bypasses the capital.

Collect a car from the airport in Amman and head to the Roman ruins of Jerash. On day two, amble down to the Jordan Valley via Ajloun and the Islamic castle of Qala’at ar-Rabad. Pause at the point where John supposedly baptised Jesus at Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan and book in for some extreme R&R at the lowest place on earth. If you can tear yourself away from the fluffy towels of the region’s best spas (which come complete with a bob in the Dead Sea and a therapeutic mud pack), then drive via the Dead Sea Panoramic Complex on day three to steaming Hammamat Ma’in and take the scenic road to Mukawir, where Salome is said to have danced for John’s head on a platter. Skirt the plateau ridge to the friendly mosaic town of Madaba and on day four visit Mt Nebo, or take an escort to the dolmens of Wadi Jadid. From Madaba, allow an hour to return the car to the airport.



 Six Days A Side Trip to Petra

Travellers frequently ask the question: ‘Is it worth making the effort to get to Petra as a side trip from Israel or Egypt?’ The answer is a resounding ‘yes!’ While you can just about do the round trip in three days, the experience will be much more rewarding in four or five days. Add one additional day and be prepared to use taxis to make this trip viable in the time available.

A trip to Petra from neighbouring countries invariably involves an overnight stop in Aqaba. With plenty of accommodation, a lively ambience and excellent seafood, this is no hardship. On day two, take the early bus to Wadi Musa, the town closest to the Nabataean treasures of Petra. Amble through the Siq at midday, missing the morning tour groups. Watch the sunset turn the Royal Tombs pink, and return to the lively traveller scene in the town’s Cave Bar. On day three, hike through Wadi Muthlim and end the day at the Monastery.

Follow the ghosts of centurions and Crusaders along the King’s Highway to Shobak on day four and stay overnight at the Dana Biosphere Reserve. Hike down to eco-friendly Feynan Ecolodge on day five, prearranging transport along the Dead Sea Highway back to Aqaba on day six.
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Red Sea Diving & Snorkelling






Best Dive

 The Cedar Pride The coral-encrusted hulk of this sunken ship is Jordan’s most famous dive site.

Best Snorkel

 Japanese Garden Shore access and a gradual slope to a colourful reef make this the best place to hoist a snorkel.

Best Underground Garden

 Gorgonian I Renowned for 16m fan coral and house-sized cabbage coral.

 Gorgonian II Spectacular trimming of fire, stony and raspberry corals.

Best Turtle Encounter

 Power Station Turtles regularly frequent this dive site. Don’t be unnerved by the hammerheads – shark attacks are extremely rare.

Best Watering Holes

 Royal Diving Club This is the place to dry your flippers while you wet your whistle.

 Bedouin Garden Village Swapping fishy stories under a Bedouin tent is an ‘après dive’ highlight.



PLANNING YOUR DIVE OR SNORKEL

A Low-Key Experience

The Red Sea has a legendary reputation among underwater enthusiasts. Conglomerations of coral rise from the seabed, shallow reefs team with brightly coloured fish, sheer drop-offs disappear into unplumbed depths and an eerie, ethereal blue pervades the cut-glass water.

While it’s no secret that the Red Sea is one of the world’s finest marine destinations, it’s less known that Jordan has 27km of precious access to this underwater wonderland alongside the Gulf of Aqaba. This is good news for those divers and snorkellers who seek pristine reefs. It’s also good news for those who favour an altogether low-key experience; indeed, the whole diving scene here is delightfully relaxed and unpretentious.

Clear Visibility

Surrounded by desert on three sides, the Red Sea was formed 40 million years ago when the Arabian Peninsula split from Africa, and it is the only tropical sea that is almost entirely enclosed by land. No river flows into it and the influx of water from the Indian Ocean is slight, resulting in minimal tides and high salinity. It is also windy – on average the sea is flat for only 50 days a year. This unique combination of elements means that visibility underwater is almost unfailingly crystal-clear.

High Accessibility

Enjoying the wonders of the deep is easy to organise, with many of the dive sites readily accessible to snorkellers. Dive centres offer accommodation close to the shore (Click here) – handy for those who want to make diving and snorkelling the main focus of their visit to southern Jordan. Those who prefer the buzz and amenities of Jordan’s seaside city can easily find transport to and from Aqaba, making the dive sites accessible as a day trip from town.



RED SEA ROYALS

Sultan Ibrahim, king fish and king soldier bream are not the only royals in the water. Diving in Jordan enjoys support from the very top, with King Abdullah II reported to be an avid diver. In fact his patronage was instrumental in the establishment of Jordan’s premier artificial reef, the wreck of the Cedar Pride. Running aground after a fire in the engine room, this Spanish-built cargo ship was towed back out to sea in 1986 by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and sunk as an artificial reef. Today, the freighter lies on her port side at a depth of 25m, within easy reach from the shore and is now one of the premier dive sites in the Red Sea.




WHEN, WHERE & HOW

When to Go

The water temperature is warm (an average 22.5°C in winter and 26°C in summer), making the in-water experience pleasant at any time of year.

Best Times

»Late January–mid-May This is the best time to dive weather-wise. Bear in mind that late winter attracts holiday-makers from Amman, pushing up the price of accommodation in Aqaba. Spring is peak tourist season for international visitors and the busiest time for dive centres.

»October–November The second most popular time to dive but prepare for the odd overcast or rainy day.

Avoid

»Mid-May–September The shore is usually miserably hot in the middle of the summer and the risk of burning is high both in and out of the water.

»Late December–late January Although usually mild in Aqaba, freezing cold weather and occasional thunderstorms can sweep in from the desert at any time during winter.

Where to Go

Jordan’s short coastline along the Gulf of Aqaba stretches between Israel and the Palestinian Territories and Saudi Arabia. Diving and snorkelling is focused between the port and the Saudi border. This stretch of coast is protected within the Red Sea Marine Peace Park, run in cooperation with Israel and the Palestinian Territories. Reefs here are in excellent condition, and the soft corals, especially those found on the Cedar Pride, are beautiful.

There are about 15 sites worth visiting. The majority can be enjoyed by snorkellers as well as divers as they are easily accessible from either a jetty or the beach. Although you can enter the water at any spot along the coast, snorkellers tend to gravitate towards the private beach at the Royal Diving Club.

Sites are not signposted, nor are they remotely obvious from the road. If you want to dive or snorkel independently you’ll have to ask for directions, or take your chances and search for obvious offshore reefs.



RESPONSIBLE DIVING & SNORKELLING

The Red Sea’s natural wonders are just as magnificent as Jordan’s historical and cultural splendours – and they need just as much protection. To help preserve the ecology and beauty of the reefs for posterity, please heed the following advice:

» Do not touch, remove or stand on coral and avoid dragging equipment across the reef.

» Minimise your disturbance of marine animals. In particular, do not ride on the backs of turtles or feed fish.

» Avoid large surges of water or kicking up sand with your fins; this may smother the delicate organisms of the reef.

» Do not throw rubbish into the sea or leave it on the beach. Plastics in particular are a serious threat to marine life. Turtles often mistake plastic for jellyfish, their favourite food.

» Ensure boats are anchored to buoys, not attached to precious coral, and are not grounded on coral.

» Practise and maintain proper buoyancy control. Major damage can be done by divers descending too fast and colliding with the reef.

» Resist taking marine souvenirs which depletes the beauty of a site and is illegal in Jordan.




How to Go

Dive Centres

Trips are easily organised through specialist operators in Aqaba or along the Red Sea coast and many hotels facilitate diving and snorkelling trips too. Dive centres with a long-standing reputation for excellence include those listed below.

Aqaba Adventure Divers
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 079-5843724; www.aqaba-diving.com) Operates dives in conjunction with Bedouin Garden Village.

Aqaba International Dive Centre
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 079-7774211; www.aqabadivingcenter.com) Popular, well-equipped and one of Aqaba’s best.

Arab Divers
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2031808; www.aqaba-divevillage.com) Highly recommended year after year by Lonely Planet readers.

Dive Aqaba
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2108883; www.diveaqaba.com) A highly professional training centre known for its high-quality teaching staff.

Red Sea Diving Centre
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2022323; www.aqabascubadiving.com) One of the most established dive centres in Aqaba.

 Royal Diving Club  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2017035; www.rdc.jo) Around 12km south of the city, this is one of Aqaba’s most famous institutions.

Choosing a Dive Centre

»Choose a reputable dive centre that makes safety a priority.

»If you haven’t dived for more than three months, take a refresher dive. The cost is usually applied towards later dives.

»Check hoses, mouthpieces and valves for cuts and leakage.

»Choose your wetsuit carefully: it’s easy to get chilled in winter months.

»Check that there is oxygen on the dive boat in case of accidents.

Costs

The satisfying part of diving and snorkelling in Jordan is that it doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg. In fact, for under JD10 per day you can bask above fan corals, swim with sardines, tread water among angels and float among clowns. The following table, based on prices offered at the Royal Diving Club, gives a rough idea of what costs to expect. With competitive rates for courses, Jordan is a good place to learn to dive or to enhance your skills at all levels.
	
DIVING COSTS
 
	
One-/two-tank shore dive
	
JD25/40

	
Full equipment rental for one/two dives
	
JD12/15

	
PADI open-water course/crew pack/certification
	
JD230/50/25

	
Advanced open-water course/crew pack/certification
	
JD180/40/25

	
Emergency first-response course/crew pack/certification
	
JD85/15/25

	
Rescue-dive course/crew pack/certification
	
JD210/50/25

	
Divemaster training/ certification/application
	
JD550/250/70

	
Snorkelling Costs
 
	
Full equipment rental
	
JD8 per day

	
Half-day from shore/whole day trip by boat
	
JD8/25





THE RED SEA – A SEVENTH WONDER

Ever wondered where the Mare Rostrum, or Red Sea, got its name? Some believe it was named after the red sandstone mountain ranges that surround the sea. Others insist it was named after the periodic blooms of algae that tinge the water reddish-brown. But whatever the etymology of the name, the Red Sea is now synonymous with underwater spectacles par excellence – and that’s official! In 1989 a panel of scientists and conservationists selected the northern portion of this 1800km-long body of water as one of the Seven Underwater Wonders of the World.




THE UNDERWATER EXPERIENCE

What to See Underwater

According to the Royal Marine Conservation Society of Jordan  ([image: iconphonepng] 06-5676173; www.jreds.org), the gulf has more than 110 species of hard coral and 120 species of soft coral forming spectacular reefs. These reefs are home to about 1000 species of fish, including colourful clownfish, parrotfish and angelfish, and a whole variety of life from dolphins to molluscs and sponges. Protected green turtles frequent the dive sites and harmless whale sharks pay a visit in summer.

Buy the plastic Red Sea Fishwatchers Field Guide, which can be taken underwater to identify species of fish and coral.

Further Information

Books

Lonely Planet’s Diving and Snorkelling Guide to the Red Sea concentrates on sites along the Egyptian coast, but also has a detailed section about diving around the Gulf of Aqaba. The major bookshops in Aqaba have a good range of books about diving, including Introduction to the Marine Life of Aqaba. The Red Sea: Underwater Paradise by Angelo Mojetta is one of the better glossy coffee-table books, with beautiful photos of marine flora and fauna.

Internet Resources
 Among the hundreds of internet references to help inform your underwater experience, the following are recommended.
Wind Finder  (www.windfinder.com/forecast/aqaba) Check on current conditions day-by-day to ensure you pick the best day for your dive.

H2O Magazine  (www.h2o-mag.com) The website of the quarterly publication of the Red Sea Association for Diving and Watersports, with articles and updates on diving in the region.

Reef Check  (www.reefcheck.org) A membership organisation working to save coral reefs in the Red Sea and elsewhere in the world.



DIVE SAFE CHECKLIST

Before You Go

❑ Are you insured? If something happens to you, treatment in the decompression chamber can cost thousands. If you hadn’t planned to dive before arriving in Jordan, many of the better dive centres can provide insurance.

❑ Have you informed your doctor? Diving can affect your metabolism and if you’re on medication, your dosage of prescription drugs might need to be changed.

❑ Have you been drinking? Alcohol dehydrates, especially in Jordan’s dry climate, and increases susceptibility to decompression sickness.

During the Dive

❑ Do you know your diving depth limit? The Red Sea’s clear waters and high visibility often lure divers into going too deep. The depth limit for casual divers is 30m – stick to it.

❑ Will you remember what your boat looked like? Some dive sites get crowded and boats can look similar from underneath. It’s not unknown for divers to be left behind because they didn’t realise that their boat was leaving.

After Care

❑ Have you allowed 24 hours before flying? Divers are in serious danger of decompression sickness if they attempt to fly too soon.

❑ Have you allowed 12 hours before leaving Aqaba? As most routes out of town involve an uphill drive, the change in altitude may trigger decompression sickness. If you’re heading for Petra or Wadi Rum, leave your journey until tomorrow.




Health & Safety

Hazards of the Sea

It’s worth familiarising yourself with the main marine hazards before snorkelling or diving – single-page colour guides to the Red Sea’s common culprits can be bought in hotel bookshops around diving areas.

»Stonefish A poisonous fish with a nasty habit of lying half-submerged in the sand: wear something on your feet if you’re wading out to a dive site. If stung by a stonefish, you should see a doctor immediately.

»Lionfish These have poisonous spikes like stonefish. Calamine lotion, antihistamines and analgesics may reduce the reaction and relieve pain. Some swear by the application of urine!

»Jellyfish Sometimes occurring in enormous groups, jellyfish can be something of a scourge of warm waters. Depending on the species, their sting can be very painful. The best remedy is to douse the rash with vinegar.

»Sharks In this part of the Gulf of Aqaba, you’re most likely to encounter white- or black-tipped reef sharks. Tiger sharks, and the enormous, plankton-eating whale sharks, are generally found only in deeper waters. Attacks from these apex predators are extremely rare in this area but obvious common sense applies if you have a bad cut or bleeding wound.

»Coral The cuts from coral are notoriously slow to heal. Make sure you clean wounds thoroughly to avoid infection. Unlike the cold waters of northern seas, subtropical seawater is full of troublesome organisms that can cause serious infection.

»Crown of Thorns Starfish Known as COTS, these invasive starfish feed on and kill local coral. Divers should notify their divemaster if they spot them.

»Other Creatures to Avoid Moray eels, sea urchins, fire coral, blowfish, triggerfish and turkeyfish are also better left alone.
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Soft corals on the Cedar Pride shipwreck
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Hawksbill sea turtle



Safety Advice

Any underwater adventure incurs some element of risk but with planning, knowledge and a bit of common sense, the risks can be minimised. Use the ‘dive safe’ checklist (Click here) before you book your trip. If it’s too late for that, the excellent Princess Haya Hospital  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2014111; Ash-Shrif al-Hussein bin Ali St) in Aqaba is well-equipped for diving mishaps, including cuts, bites and stings. It also has a decompression chamber  ([image: iconphonepng] 03-2014117), where the staff is trained to deal with diving accidents. The reputable dive centres are equipped with emergency oxygen tanks, a first-aid kit and a mobile phone.


[image: 06-diving-jor8]


JORDAN’S BEST DIVES

The Power Station

»Location: Around 500m south of Aqaba

»Rating: Intermediate

»Access: Shore or boat

»From a shallow fringing reef of fire coral, a sloping plateau of coral and sand patches leads to a 200m sheer wall, dropping from 12m to a narrow shelf at 40m.

First Bay

»Location: Next to the Marine Science Station

»Rating: Novice

»Access: Shore or boat

»First Bay is a shallow reef plateau with lagoons and sandy channels leading to a fringing reef of fire coral. Just south is Cazar Reef, noted for black coral trees.

Cedar Pride

»Location: 5km north of the Royal Diving Club

»Rating: Intermediate

»Access: Shore or boat

»Intact and festooned with soft corals, the wreck of the Cedar Pride is a true highlight with magnificent sea fans, basket stars and rainbows of fish caught in the sunlight.

Japanese Garden

»Location: 4km north of the Royal Diving Club

»Rating: Novice

»Access: Shore or boat

»Just south of the Cedar Pride, this reef sports large coral heads, including black coral. Lionfish, angelfish and schools of snapper and butterfly fish inhabit the magnificent colourful reef.

Gorgonian I and II

»Location: 3km north of the Royal Diving Club

»Rating: Novice

»Access: Shore or boat

»Gorgonian I and II take their names from large, solitary fan corals. Nearby wonders include giant cabbage corals and green turtles that feed on the sea grass.

Big Bay

»Location: 2km north of the Royal Diving Club

»Rating: Intermediate

»Access: Shore or boat

»There are four sites in Big Bay – Blue Coral, Kalli’s Place, Moon Valley  and Paradise  – which feature lacy blue and black coral. The ‘long swim’ (1km) to the Royal Diving Club is popular.

The Aquarium & Coral Gardens

»Location: Offshore from the Royal Diving Club

»Rating: Intermediate

»Access: Shore or boat

»The Aquarium is home to a spectacular fringing reef with a giant wall of fire corals. Immediately south lies Coral Gardens, home to lots of reef fish, seahorses and moray eels.
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Overland Travel






Don’t Leave Home Without…

 Visas If Syria or Saudi Arabia are part of your itinerary, you’ll need a visa in advance before you leave home.

Easiest Overland Route

 Syria–Jordan–Israel and the Palestinian Territories–Egypt This route in this direction avoids problems connected with having an Israeli stamp in your passport.

Check with the Consulate

 Syria At the time of writing, the escalating violence in Syria has put the country off-limits to travellers.

 Iraq The ongoing war continues to make casual travel in Iraq inadvisable.

 Saudi Arabia The visa situation makes access highly challenging, but the rules change so it’s worth checking the current status before you leave.

Top Spots in Easy Reach of Jordan

 Egypt Mt Sinai, St Catherine’s Mount

 Israel & the Palestinian Territories Jerusalem, Bethlehem

 Syria Damascus, Palmyra

 Saudi Arabia Madein Saleh


PLANNING YOUR OVERLAND EXPEDITION

At the Heart of the Middle East

Ever since the King’s Highway was established more than 2000 years ago, Jordan has enjoyed a strategic status at the very heart of the Middle East. With its stable political situation, world-class sites of cultural and natural interest and easy accessibility, Jordan is therefore an obvious choice on a twin- or multi-country trip to the region. This chapter helps you plan around some of the logistical challenges of overland travel via Jordan and ensures you don’t arrive at a border without being able to proceed.

Overland Travel in a Nutshell

»Entry Formalities
Entering Jordan at any border crossing or at the port in Aqaba is straightforward. For information regarding visas on arrival from Jordan’s neighbours, see Visas (Click here). 

»Transport
It’s easy to reach Jordan by land from any of the neighbouring countries. Most travellers arrive in Jordan by bus or service taxi, although there is no problem in bringing your own car or motorcycle (Click here). Bringing a hire car is not possible.

»Leaving Jordan by Land
This requires a little more planning on account of certain visa stipulations: if you’re intending to visit Syria, in particular, read the information about obtaining visas for other Middle Eastern countries (Click here). 



WHAT DOES ‘OVERLAND’ MEAN?

Strictly speaking, ‘overland’ ought to mean just that – ‘over land’. Throughout this chapter, however, the term is redefined to mean ‘any form of travel that doesn’t involve a flight’. It therefore covers crossing the Gulf of Aqaba by boat – and, for that matter, it also covers crossing the River Jordan at King Hussein Bridge.




BORDER CROSSINGS

Planning Which Crossing to Use

It may help to sequence your planning of an overland trip in the following way:

»Begin by choosing your ideal route, ignoring any logistical challenges – you can consult Itineraries (Click here) for some ideas.

»Familiarise yourself with the border crossings on the map in this chapter and read the descriptions.

»Consult the visa section of this chapter to see what restrictions are associated with each entry/exit point.

»Check whether transport is available (Click here). 

»Amend your route accordingly.

Facilities at Jordan’s Border Crossings

»Syria Post office and tourist office  ([image: iconhourspng] 8am-5pm Sat-Thu, to 2pm Fri), places to eat and drink, and moneychangers (open most of the time)

»Israel & the Palestinian Territories Post office and a tourist information counter  ([image: iconhourspng] 8am-2pm, closed Fri), places to eat and drink, duty-free shops and moneychangers. Borders are closed on the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur and the Islamic New Year (Click here). 

Getting to & from Jordan’s Borders

Getting by public transport to and from Jordan’s borders is easy (Click here).

Note that if you’re planning to depart from Jordan to Israel and the Palestinian Territories on a Friday or Saturday, arrive at the border early as public transport on the Israeli side doesn’t run during the Jewish Shabbat (between sunset Friday and sunset Saturday).


[image: 07-border-crossing-jor8]


JORDAN’S BORDER CROSSINGS

Wadi Araba Crossing

»Israeli/Palestinian Name Yitzhak Rabin

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 6.30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 8am-8pm Fri & Sat

»Transport Details See Click here

»Linking Aqaba to Eilat, this is the most user-friendly of the Israel and the Palestinian Territories borders.

King Hussein Bridge Crossing (Jisr al-Malek Hussein)

»Israeli/Palestinian Name: Allenby Bridge

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 8am-8pm Sun-Thu (arrivals into Jordan), 8am-2pm Sun-Thu (departures from Jordan), 8am-1pm Fri & Sat

»Transport Details See Click here

»Most direct route between Amman and Jerusalem but expect lengthy delays, especially between 11am and 3pm.

Sheikh Hussein Bridge Crossing (Jisr Sheikh Hussein)

»Israeli/Palestinian Name Jordan Bridge

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»Links northern Jordan with Beit She’an in Galilee, 6km away.

Ramtha

»Syrian Name Der’a

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»The best crossing with your own car, it’s also handy for travelling between local destinations in northern Jordan and southern Syria.

Jabir

»Syrian Name Nasib

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»Most transport between Amman and Damascus uses this crossing. It’s also useful for eastern Jordan, via Zarqa or Mafraq.

Karama

»Iraqi Name Tarbil

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»The journey between Amman and Baghdad through the notorious ‘Sunni triangle’ remains a dangerous journey.

Al-Umari

»Saudi Name Al-Haditha

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»This is the border most public transport uses but be aware that it’s difficult obtaining even a transit visa to Saudi.

Al-Mudawwara

»Saudi Name Halat Ammar

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»The least useful of the Saudi crossings, with large distances to the nearest town on either side of the border.

Ad-Dura

»Saudi Name Haql

»Opening Times [image: iconhourspng] 24 hours

»Transport Details See Click here

»If you are a resident of Saudi and drive your own car, this is a useful border crossing.



BORDER BOTHERS

If you’re thinking of a day trip to Jerusalem from Amman, think again! Many readers complain of difficulties using the King Hussein Bridge border crossing, particularly on the Israeli side, reporting intrusive security, luggage X-rays, chaotic queues and rude officials. You’ll be grilled about why you want to visit Israel – a hard question to answer if you’ve spent half the day at the border.




VISAS

Visas for Jordan

All nationalities require a visa for Jordan but these are issued with a minimum of fuss at any of Jordan’s land borders, with the exception of King Hussein Bridge. If you intend to enter Jordan using this crossing from Israel and the Palestinian Territories, then you need to obtain a single/ multiple entry visa (cost JD20/60) from one of Jordan’s embassies or consulates abroad. This only applies, however, if you’re entering Jordan through this crossing for the first time. If you are re-entering Jordan (after visiting Jerusalem as a side trip from Amman, for example) you do not need to reapply for a Jordanian visa at King Hussein Bridge, providing you return within the validity of your Jordanian visa or its extension. Remember to keep the stamped exit slip and present it on returning. Note that you also must return through the same border – this option does not apply at any of Jordan’s other border crossings.

If you arrive in Jordan’s southern city of Aqaba by sea or by land, you are entitled to a free visa. See Click here for details.

Visas for Other Middle Eastern Countries

Travelling between Jordan and neighbouring countries is possible by obtaining the relevant visas (Click here for important details). Note that you must obtain a Syrian visa before you arrive in Jordan.

You will be refused entry to Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia if there is any indication in your passport of entry to Israel and the Palestinian Territories.

For addresses of embassies and consulates, Click here.



ISRAELI BORDER-STAMP STIGMA

Our mailbags are full of questions about the infamous ‘Israeli stamp stigma’. Here are a few frequently asked questions.

 I’ve never heard of this Israeli stamp business – what’s it all about? Given the tensions between Arab countries and the Jewish state of Israel, any evidence of a visit to Israel in your passport (such as an entry or exit stamp from a border crossing) will bar you from entering a number of countries in the region, including Syria.

 So what can I do if I plan to combine my visit to Jordan with a trip to Israel and Syria? When you enter or leave Israel, you can ask immigration officials to stamp a separate piece of paper instead of your passport.

 So there’s no problem then?   That depends on where you go to next. If you have, say, an exit stamp from one border and an entry stamp dated a week later from a different border in Jordan, it will be obvious to the Syrian authorities, for example, that you must have been in Israel and the Palestinian Territories in the meantime. Indeed, travellers have been turned away from Syria’s border with Jordan for having unexplained periods of time in their passport, such as six weeks in Jordan without any evidence of a Jordanian visa extension.

 So how do I get round that problem? You can fly into and out of Ben-Gurion airport; enter and depart through King Hussein Bridge border crossing with a multiple entry visa and ask the Jordanian officials to stamp a piece of paper instead of your passport; or plan to visit Israel and the Palestinian Territories at the end of your trip.

 Is an Israeli stamp a problem when trying to enter most Arab countries? No, it’s not a problem when entering Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, Tunisia and Morocco. Officially, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE and Oman will refuse you entry if you have evidence of a visit to Israel in your passport, but in reality they don’t usually look for an offending stamp.

 For which countries in the Middle East is it a problem? Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Libya and Yemen. If you get an Israeli or Jordanian exit or entry stamp in your passport, there’s little you can do. If you report that your passport is ‘lost’ to your embassy in any country in the Middle East, it may be met with cynicism and even rejection. The bottom line is that the restrictions that some Arab countries make are in place for a purpose and if you try to sidestep those rules, you can expect your intentions to be misinterpreted at some point.




TRANSPORT TO/FROM JORDAN

Jordan is well connected with its neighbours. However, at the time of writing, travel to Iraq and Syria was not recommended. For a full account of how to reach the countries listed, read the details in the Transport chapter (Click here).

Egypt

The journey to Egypt involves a short boat ride. At most times of the year this is a matter of turning up and buying your ticket. During hajj, however, when Aqaba is abuzz with thousands of Egyptian pilgrims returning home from Mecca, you may find the journey becomes an epic.

It’s slightly quicker and cheaper to travel to Egypt overland via Israel and the Palestinian Territories – but read the boxed text (this page) regarding the Israeli border-stamp stigma before making a decision.

Iraq

Occasional service taxis run the gauntlet between Baghdad and Abdali bus station in Amman.

Israel & the Palestinian Territories

Buses link several cities in Jordan and Israel and the Palestinian Territories. Travelling by bus directly between Amman and Tel Aviv saves getting to/from the borders on your own, but it’s more expensive than crossing independently, and you’ll have to wait for all passengers to clear immigration.

If you’re driving from Israel and the Palestinian Territories, you must use the border crossings at Sheikh Hussein Bridge or Wadi Araba.

Saudi Arabia

Getting a visa, even a transit visa, to Saudi Arabia is a very difficult feat – Click here for details. If you are eligible for a visa, several bus companies run services to and from Jeddah and Riyadh from Amman’s Abdali bus station.

Syria

Travel to Syria was not recommended at the time of writing due to escalating violence throughout the country. During more peaceful times, however, it is simple to travel between Jordan and Syria. You will find that it is quicker and cheaper to take a direct bus or service taxi between Amman and Damascus rather than negotiate local transport and border-crossing formalities on your own.

If you’re heading to Syria from Jordan, make sure you get a Syrian visa before arriving in Jordan. To do this, you’ll need to apply either in your home country or in İstanbul, Ankara or Cairo.

Elsewhere in the Middle East

For other destinations in the Middle East, travellers need time, patience and, most importantly, the necessary visas. Most trips involve long, hot journeys with frustrating delays so most people end up flying.

JETT has occasional bus through-services to Cairo (JD25), Baghdad (JD28,400) and Damascus (JD8) departing from the international bus office in Amman. Check with the JETT office ahead of departure as schedules and prices change frequently.
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Travel with Children






Best Regions for Kids

Jerash

Kids studying the Romans will love Jerash where centurions bring history alive, and there are chariot races.

Dead Sea

You won’t need to worry whether the kids can swim: the water is so salty, it’s impossible to sink.

Karak

With tunnels and passageways, there’s heaps to explore at Karak while the museum makes sense of Crusader history.

Petra

The horse rides and coloured caves are fun but a pre-visit viewing of Indiana Jones & the Last Crusade should nail it.

Aqaba

Teenagers can learn to dive while younger kids paddle in the calm, warm sea.

Wadi Rum

Camel rides, 4WD adventures and sandboarding make Wadi Rum a hit. Get the guide to spin the kids a Bedouin yarn.

Shaumari Wildlife Reserve

Youngsters will enjoy searching for oryx and ostriches on the night safari.


Jordan for Kids

Children are universally adored in Jordan so you’ll find that taking the kids adds a welcome dimension to your trip. As instant ice breakers children will invite guaranteed contact with local people, especially as foreign families are still something of a novelty.

Expect a Warm Welcome

While few concessions are made for youngsters, except the occasional high chair in a restaurant and baby-changing facilities in modern city malls, you’ll find people go out of their way to make your family feel welcome, especially on buses and in shops, hotels and restaurants.

The Jordanian Family Way

Child-oriented activities are still a novel concept in Jordan as normally kids are included in adult outings and entertainments. Jordanians enjoy socialising in groups so there’s usually an extra pair of hands to mind the kids. As a result of this child-inclusive approach, most adult highlights are treated as children’s highlights too.

Cultural Highlights a Hit with the Kids

Feedback from parents on Lonely Planet’s Thorntree forum is very positive about the experience of taking children to Petra, Jerash, Karak and Wadi Rum, although it pays to get the family curious about the destination in advance. Jordan is a gold mine for school projects on the Romans, for example.

Children’s Highlights

Dining Experiences

»Jordanian Sweet Shops A treat for all the family with honey-drenched pastries and giant, colourful platters of kunafa – shredded dough with cream cheese

»Fruit Juice Stalls A healthy way to beat the heat – watermelon and pomegranate juices are favourites

»Brunch Wild Brunch at Wild Jordan Café in Amman offers opportunities for eco-education

Rainy Day Activities

»Haya Cultural Centre Includes an interactive eco-museum

Amusement Parks

»Amman Waves A Western-style waterpark between the airport and Amman is a hit with all ages

»Luna Park Rides Offers rides and amusements for kids

Planning

When to Go

Spring is the best time for a family visit. The weather is great, attractions are open and the peak tourist season brings evening amusements.

The heat of summer (mid-May to mid-September) is difficult for children to tolerate, restricting your activities to early morning and late afternoon. Winter months (mid-November to mid-February) can be freezing cold and many activities are either restricted or it’s too cold to be enjoyable. The risk of flash floods in wadis is an added anxiety.

Coping with High Temperatures

At any time of year, temperatures are high in parts of Jordan, particularly around noon. Trips to Petra and Wadi Rum involve long periods of sun exposure and it’s not always easy to find shade. This doesn’t mean that it’s impossible to go; it’s just advisable to plan your visit around early mornings and late afternoons. You can follow local custom and take a nap after lunch to avoid the worst of the sun.

Avoiding Sickness

To prevent stomach complaints, children should stick to bottled mineral water, which is readily available, and avoid peeled fresh fruit and washed salads.

Fresh and powdered milk is available but it is worth checking that fresh dairy products (such as milk, cream, yoghurt and cream cheese) are made with pasteurised milk. Unhappily for the kids, ice cream is usually best avoided in rural areas where the electricity supply is often unreliable, leading to frozen goods defrosting and refreezing.

General hygiene may not be the priority it is in many Western countries; carrying hand sanitisers is a good idea in case the local water supply is suspect.

Nursing Infants

Breast-feeding in public is culturally acceptable providing you are reasonably discreet about it. Carrying an extra garment, like a shawl or a cardigan, to tuck around you and the babe may help keep male curiosity at bay.

What to Pack

Disposable nappies are not readily available outside Amman and Aqaba. Come prepared with plastic bags to avoid contributing to Jordan’s ubiquitous litter problem.

Mosquito nets and repellent are handy in the warmer months; malaria is not an issue in Jordan but itchy bites can easily become infected in the heat.

Car seats are not a big thing in Jordan so bring one with you. Pavements, or lack of, will be challenging for most prams but the locals seem to cope with them!

Jordanians are tolerant of Western norms but you will earn local respect if the kids dress appropriately. This is particularly the case with teenage girls: provocative clothing, however fashionable elsewhere, will bring unwanted attention and stares.

Safety Check

Travelling in Jordan is generally safe for the family with low incidences of crime. At the time of writing, the political situation after the spring disturbances of 2011 was calm but it’s a good idea to check with your local Jordanian consulate before travelling.

Further Reading

See the boxed text (Click here) for details of kids’ highlights in Amman. Comprehensive advice about travelling with children can be found in Lonely Planet’s Travel with Children by Cathy Lanigan.
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regions at a glance






While there’s much to see and do in Amman, it’s important to get beyond the capital to have any sense of Jordan. With even the shortest of visits you can make a circuit around the semi-arid highlands of the north – a highlight in spring when wildflowers bloom among Jordan’s main Roman and biblical sites and grace the hills above the Dead Sea.
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Amman


Roman Ruins

Modern Middle East

Shopping

ROMAN RUINS

With mega-ruins to the north in Jerash, many overlook the antiquities of Amman and yet the Citadel and Roman Theatre downtown define the heart of the city, and are well worth exploring. Amman’s museums give context to the experience of Jordan’s major historical attractions.

MODERN MIDDLE EAST

Sophisticated malls, buzzing coffee shops and happening nightlife challenge the regional perception of Jordan as a sleepy backwater. Values are conservative and there is plenty of evidence of the traditional Middle East but if you want to feel the pulse of the country’s youthful, well-educated and techno-savvy population the capital is the place to be.

SHOPPING

From gold bangles to Iraqi currency bearing Saddam Hussein’s image, Amman’s souqs and streets are full of intriguing souvenirs. To make your spending mean more, root out the neighbourhood cooperatives.

Click here
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Jerash, Irbid & the Jordan Valley


Roman Ruins

Hiking

Scenic Views

ROMAN RUINS

Don’t think twice about visiting Jerash: this remarkably well-preserved outpost of the Roman empire has been wowing the visitors for over two centuries and is one of the top three highlights of Jordan. Spare some time for the lesser antiquities at Umm Qais, especially in spring when the ruins are decorated with wildflowers. Archaeological buffs will love Pella.

HIKING

The socially and environmentally aware nature reserve at Ajloun is a byword for sustainable tourism. Hikes from here take you through the heartland of rural Jordan, passing traditional communities and providing an opportunity to see rare strawberry tree woodlands.

SCENIC VIEWS

Take any route from the juniper uplands of Jerash, Salt or Umm Qais to the fertile and subtropical Jordan Valley and a natural-history lesson awaits.

Click here
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Dead Sea Highway


Spas & Springs

Hiking

Dramatic Drives

SPAS & SPRINGS

No one should come to Jordan and miss out on the extraordinary experience of a Dead Sea float. With luxury spas along the sea’s southern shore this is the place to schedule some serious R&R. Nearby hot springs complete the opportunity for healthy treatments.

HIKING

With unexpected waterfalls, oleander-trimmed oases and glimpses of wildlife, Mujib Biosphere Reserve is a great place for an outdoor adventure. Expect to get wet in year-round pools. Further along Wadi Araba, the sea-level end of Dana Biosphere Reserve has good trails and the prospect of a great vegetarian feast at Feynan Ecolodge.

DRAMATIC DRIVES

Switchbacking from the vineyards of the King’s Highway to the tomato fields and potash plants of the Dead Sea Highway, this region is peppered with exciting drives.

Click here
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Madaba & the King’s Highway


Religious Relics

Handicrafts

Hiking

RELIGIOUS RELICS

Moses, Elijah, Jesus Christ and John the Baptist are just some of the many biblical figures that have blessed Jordan’s soil with a visit. Mt Nebo is a place of pilgrimage to this day. Crusader castles at Karak and Shobak and the Christian town of Madaba show how this inheritance has been embraced over the centuries.

HANDICRAFTS

Some of the best handicrafts in Jordan are made by hand in cottage industries in and around Madaba. Traditional weaving near Mukawir and mosaic-making along the King’s Highway are just two of many crafts helping sustain rural communities.

HIKING

The best and arguably the most beautiful hikes in Jordan are to be had in the upper wadis of Wadi Mujib and Dana Biosphere Reserve. However, it can snow in winter here.

Click here
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Petra


Ancient Ruins

Hiking

Stunning Scenery

ANCIENT RUINS

There are not enough superlatives to describe the ancient city of Petra. Make sure you allow enough time to reach the Treasury in early morning, picnic at a High Place by noon, watch the sunset at the Monastery and walk the Siq by candlelight at night – at least two days in other words.

HIKING

Petra has some of the best and most accessible hikes in Jordan. Engaging a local Bedouin guide will help bring the recent history of Petra to life. Avoid the oven-baking summer months when the heat is overbearing. It’s not possible to hike after the winter rains.

STUNNING SCENERY

Outrageously colourful sandstone, wind-eroded escarpments and oleander-trimmed wadis make the rose-pink landscape of Petra a worthy consort of the ancient architecture. Don’t forget your camera!

Click here
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Aqaba, Wadi Rum & the Desert Highway


Red Sea Diving

Desert Camping

Stunning Scenery

RED SEA DIVING

Whether you dive, snorkel or simply like to swim, Jordan’s Gulf of Aqaba gives easy access to the magnificent underwater spectacle of the Red Sea. Early spring and late autumn offer the most comfortable temperatures. Check out Click here for information.

DESERT CAMPING

You don’t have to be a Lawrence of Arabia fan to enjoy hanging up your boots with the Bedouin after a day’s camel trekking. The desert camps are comfortable but can be freezing in midwinter and stifling in midsummer.

STUNNING SCENERY

Even if you don’t have time to stay overnight, it’s worth driving as far as the Wadi Rum visitor centre. From here you can see the Seven Pillars of Wisdom and it’ll be instantly clear why this is a highlight of Jordan.

Click here
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Azraq & the Eastern Desert Highway


Architecture

Wildlife

Remote Travel

ARCHITECTURE

With bathhouses, hunting lodges and caravan staging posts, the Eastern Desert is liberally strewn with Umayyad architecture collectively known as the ‘Desert Castles’. It’s not so much the buildings as the arid desert context that make these outposts of civilisation worth the effort to visit.

WILDLIFE

Oryx used to roam the deserts of Jordan before they were hunted nearly to extinction. You can see these magnificent antelope at the Shaumari Wildlife Reserve; your visit will help support their reintroduction. The nearby oasis at Azraq is a top spot for birdwatching.

REMOTE TRAVEL

Few make it to the black wastelands of the Badia but if you’re happy to spend some days in the suspended animation of the extreme desert then head for Burqu Reserve, which redefines the term ‘remote’.

Click here
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Around Amman

Wadi as-Seer & Iraq al-Amir

Cave of Seven Sleepers (Ahl al-Kahf)

Fuheis


JERASH, IRBID & THE JORDAN VALLEY

JERASH & AROUND

Jerash

Dibeen Forest Reserve

Ajloun

Ajloun Forest Reserve

IRBID & AROUND

Irbid

Abila (Quwayliba)

Yarmouk Battleground

THE JORDAN VALLEY

Al-Himma (Mukheiba)

Umm Qais (Gadara)

Pella (Taqabat Fahl)

Salt

Shuneh al-Janubiyyeh (South Shuna)

Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan (Al-Maghtas)


DEAD SEA HIGHWAY

Dead Sea

Herodus (Zara) Spring

Dead Sea Panoramic Complex

Hammamat Ma’in

Mujib Biosphere Reserve

Lisan Peninsula

Lot’s Cave

Wadi Araba


MADABA & THE KING’S HIGHWAY

Madaba

Mt Nebo

Around Mt Nebo

Wadi Jadid

Mukawir (Machaerus)

Umm ar-Rasas

Wadi Mujib

Ar-Rabba

Karak

Khirbet Tannour

Hammamat Burbita & Hammamat Afra

Tafila

Dana Biosphere Reserve

Shobak Castle


PETRA

The Ancient City

Wadi Musa

Siq al-Barid (Little Petra)


AQABA, WADI RUM & THE DESERT HIGHWAY

AQABA & AROUND

Aqaba

South Coast

WADI RUM & AROUND

Wadi Rum

Diseh

THE DESERT HIGHWAY

Ma’an

Qatrana


AZRAQ & THE EASTERN DESERT HIGHWAY

AZRAQ & AROUND

Zarqa

Qasr al-Hallabat

Hammam as-Sarah

Azraq

Qasr al-Azraq

Azraq Wetland Reserve

Shaumari Wildlife Reserve

Qasr ‘Uweinid

Qusayr Amra

Qasr Kharana

Qasr al-Mushatta

EASTERN DESERT HIGHWAY

Mafraq

Umm al-Jimal

Qasr Deir al-Kahf

Safawi

Qasr Aseikhin

Qasr Burqu
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     Includes »

     Around Amman

     Wadi as-Seer & Iraq al-Amir

     Cave of Seven Sleepers (Ahl al-Kahf)

     Fuheis



Best Places to Eat

»Hashem Restaurant (Click here)

»Afrah Restaurant & Coffeeshop (Click here)

»Wild Jordan Café (Click here)

»Fakhr El-Din Restaurant (Click here)

»Romero Restaurant (Click here)

Best Places to Stay

»Jordan InterContinental Hotel (Click here)

»Hisham Hotel (Click here)

»Jordan Tower Hotel (Click here)

»Caravan Hotel (Click here)

»Palace Hotel (Click here)



Why Go?

Jordan’s capital city, Amman, is one of the easiest cities in the region to enjoy the Middle East experience. The city has two distinct parts: urbane Western Amman, with leafy residential districts, cafes, bars, modern malls and art galleries; and earthy Eastern Amman, where it’s easier to sense the more traditional, conservative and Islamic pulse of the capital.

At the heart of the city is the chaotic, labyrinthine ‘downtown’, a must-see of a capital visit. At the bottom of the city’s many hills, and overlooked by the magisterial Citadel, it features spectacular Roman ruins and the hubbub of Jordanian life – best understood by joining the locals in the nightly promenade between mosque, souq and coffeeshop.

When the intense conurbation of the city becomes claustrophobic, there are village escapes within the urban fringe – reminders that despite thousands of years of settlement, Jordan remains a largely rural experience.


When to Go

The capital’s hilly location brings sharp winds during cold winters making March to May and October to November the best time for a visit.

If you can bear the claustrophobic heat of mid-summer which radiates off densely-packed buildings and lurks in breezeless alleyways, then July and August is recommended for the annual Jerash Festival. At this time the Roman Theatre comes alive and the capital penchant for an evening promenade comes into its own.

In September, the Hakaya storytelling festival brings a Bedouin experience to the heart of the city.
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AMMAN HIGHLIGHTS

[image: 1] Visit the ruins (and museum) of the ancient Citadel (Click here)

[image: 2] Admire the engineering precision of the Roman Theatre (Click here), Amman's most spectacular ancient monument

[image: 3] Be one of the first visitors to the National Museum (Click here), set to open in 2012

[image: 4] Stroll downtown (Click here) and rub shoulders with Amman's immigrant population

[image: 5] See an exhibition at Darat al-Funun (Click here), and sip tea amid the Byzantine ruins

[image: 6] Have lunch at Wild Jordan Café (Click here) and book your nature-reserve adventure with the RSCN at the same time

[image: 7] Have a glass of wine in the bars and cafes (Click here) of Shmeisani and Abdoun

[image: 8] Queue at Hashem Restaurant (Click here), downtown's legendary felafel eatery

[image: 9] Visit Fuheis (Click here) for lunch in the excellent Zuwwadeh Restaurant and amble through Wadi as-Seer (Click here)





History

Despite its ancient lineage, Amman as it appears today is largely a mid-20th century creation and visitors looking for the quintessential vestiges of a Byzantine Middle East will have to look quite hard. What they will see instead is a homogeneous, mostly low-rise, cream-coloured city of weathered concrete buildings, some sparklingly clad in white marble, others rather grey and in need of a facelift.

That’s not to say that Amman is without history. In fact, impressive remnants of a Neolithic settlement from 8500 BC were found in the 1970s at Ain Ghazal in Eastern Amman. They illustrate a sophisticated culture that produced the world’s earliest statues and carvings from limestone and plaster. Today, you can see some of these finds at the archaeological museum (Click here).

Then there is Jebel al-Qala’a, the present site of the Citadel, and one of the oldest and most-continuously inhabited parts of the city, established around 1800 BC. Referred to subsequently in the Old Testament as Rabbath, the city was besieged by King David who burnt many inhabitants alive in a brick kiln. Rabbath continued nonetheless to flourish and supplied David with weapons for his ongoing wars.

Visitors bump into Amman’s Egyptian heritage each time they see a company or restaurant called Philadelphia, after the Ptolemy ruler Philadelphus (283–246 BC). He rebuilt the city during his reign and it was named Philadelphia after him. It was one of the cities of the Roman Decapolis (see the boxed text, Click here) before being assumed into the Roman Empire under Herod in around 30 BC. Philadelphia, meaning ‘City of Brotherly Love’, was redesigned in typically grand Roman style, with a theatre, forum and Temple to Hercules, the striking remains of which can be seen to this day.

The city’s fortunes largely declined with the empire although it regained some of its former glory after the Muslim invasion in AD 636. From about the 10th century little more is heard of Amman until the 19th century when a colony of Circassians settled there in 1878.

You might not think it if you visit the sleepy tracks of Amman train station today, but the Hejaz Railway led to an early-20th-century boom in the city’s fortunes when it became a stopover on the new ‘pilgrimage route’ between Damascus and Medina (Saudi Arabia). Emir Abdullah chose Amman as the headquarters of the new state of Trans-Jordan in 1921; it was officially declared the capital of the Hashemite kingdom two years later.

Over the intervening years, the city has weathered successive waves of immigration (from Palestine and in the last decade from Iraq), sprawling well beyond its original seven hills. As a result Amman has had to contend with severe water shortages, compounded by the lack of urban planning.

Despite the challenges, the citizens of Amman are ever-optimistic, many grateful for the opportunity of rebuilding their lives in a generous and stable environment. This is best evidenced by the almost continual expansion, embellishment and development projects that besiege the city, most of which take longer to complete than anticipated. No one complains, however, as the capital plays an ever-increasing role on the regional stage. Only minimally troubled by the Arab Spring of 2011, it remains a vibrant, open-minded city, famed in the region for its educational institutions and confident about the future.

Dangers & Annoyances

Despite some localised uprisings during the Arab Spring of 2011, Amman remains a safe city for visitors. It has had a few skirmishes in the past (Click here), which is why there are security guards and metal detectors in and around tourist sites and hotels. Many see this as a positive response on behalf of the government to protect foreigners in the capital.

In fact, crime of any sort in Amman is extremely rare, and Jordanians take pride in reminding foreigners that their country remains an oasis of peace in a notoriously belligerent region.

Nature Reserves

There are no nature reserves within the capital area, but it is worth mentioning that Amman is the best place to organise trips to any of Jordan’s Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) reserves. Accommodation in most of these reserves has to be booked in advance and this is easily managed through the RSCN’s Wild Jordan Centre Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4616523; www.rscn.org.jo; Othman Bin Affan St) in downtown.
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Downtown Amman
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Roman Theatre E4

Temple of HerculesC3

Umayyad PalaceC2
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1 Al-Husseiny Mosque C5

2 Byzantine Basilica C2

3Darat al-FununB3

4 Duke's Diwan C4

5 Folklore Museum E4

6 Forum E3

7 Museum of Popular Traditions F4

8National Archaeological MuseumC2

9 Nymphaeum D5

10 Odeon F3




Activities, Courses & Tours

11 Al-Pasha Turkish Bath A6
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12 Cliff Hotel B4

13 Farah Hotel C3

14Jordan Tower HotelE3

15 Palace Hotel C4
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16Afrah Restaurant & CoffeeshopB3

17 Al-Quds Restaurant B3

18 Cairo Restaurant C5

19 Habibah C4

 Habibah (see 17)

20 Hashem Restaurant B3

21 Jabri Restaurant B3

22 Sara Seafood Restaurant B4

 Wild Jordan Café (see 36)
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23Al-Hail Restaurant & CaféF4

24 Al-Rashid Court Café B4

25 Al-Sendabad Coffee Shop E4

 Auberge Café (see 12)

26 Books@café A6

 Darat al-Funun Café (see 3)

27 Jordan Bar B4

 Orient Bar & Restaurant (see 12)

 Peace Café (see 20)

 Salamon Bar (see 22)

28 Shaher's Penthouse Cafeteria C5
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29 Bawabet al-Sharq A5

30 Jordan River Foundation A5

 Wild Jordan (see 36)




Information

31Citadel Ticket OfficeD2

32Communication InternationalB3

33Customs OfficeB3

34Italian HospitalC7

35New Zealand ConsulateB1

36 Wild Jordan Centre B4




Transport

37Bus 26 stopC4

38KLMB2





[image: categorysightspng] Sights

A largely modern construction, Amman is home to few vistas that evoke images of grand empires. That said, scattered amid the concrete streetscapes are several spectacular remnants of Philadelphia, particularly the ruins on top of Jebel al-Qala’a, and the Roman Theatre downtown. The most interesting part of this open-hearted city, however, is the chance that it affords to meet its cosmopolitan inhabitants – in the souqs of downtown, for example, or in the coffeeshops and modern malls of its fashionable hilltop neighbourhoods of Jebel Amman and beyond.

DOWNTOWN

Citadel RUIN
  
([image: iconphonepng] 4638795; Jebel al-Qala’a; admission JD2; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-4pm Sat-Thu Oct-Mar, to 7pm Sat-Thu Apr-Sep, 10am-4pm Fri year-round) The area known as the Citadel sits on the highest hill in Amman, Jebel al-Qala’a (about 850m above sea level), and is the site of ancient Rabbath-Ammon. Artefacts dating from the Bronze Age show that the hill was a fortress and/or agora (open space for commerce and politics) for thousands of years. The complex is surrounded by 1700m-long walls, which were rebuilt many times during the Bronze and Iron Ages, as well as the Roman, Byzantine and Umayyad periods.

The Citadel ticket office is on the road leading up to the Citadel’s entrance. Multilingual, fully licensed guides (up to JD15 per hour) usually congregate near the ticket office and can really enhance your visit.

The only access roads to the Citadel are from Al-Malek Ali bin al-Hussein St. It’s better to hire a taxi for the trip up (around JD1 from downtown) but save some energy for the recommended walk down. Steps lead from east of the Citadel complex, past a viewing platform to Hashemi St, opposite the Roman Theatre. This makes a fine start to a walking tour of downtown.

Temple of Hercules

The most striking attraction of the Citadel are two giant standing pillars, remains of the Roman Temple of Hercules. Once connected to the Forum (downtown), the temple was built during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (AD 161–80). The only obvious remains are parts of the podium and the columns, which are visible from around town. There’s also a rather touching remnant of a stone-carved hand which shows something of the level of detail that would have adorned the temple in its glory days. Nearby is a lookout with sweeping views of the downtown area.

National Archaeological Museum

This modest museum, just northwest of the Temple of Hercules, has some rather astonishing items, including the famous Ain Ghazal figures. Dating from 6500 BC they are among the world’s earliest known free-standing statues. Other items in the collection include 6000-year-old skulls from Jericho and Umayyad-period jewellery. It also boasts a copy of the Mesha Stele (see the boxed text, Click here) – the famous tablet found near Wadi Mujib. Finds from the Citadel itself include the head from a statue of the Greek goddess Tyche and some Egyptian-style carvings. Most exhibits are well labelled in English. Note that there are rumours that this collection might one day be shifted to the new National Museum (see the boxed text, Click here), though at the time of writing, only the Dead Sea Scrolls had been relocated.

Umayyad Palace

The Citadel’s most impressive series of historic buildings is focused around the Umayyad Palace, behind the National Archaeological Museum. Believed to be the work of Umayyad Arabs and dating from about AD 720, the palace was an extensive complex of royal and residential buildings and was once home to the governor of Amman. Its lifespan was short – it was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 749 and was never fully rebuilt.

Coming from the south, the first major building belonging to the palace complex is the domed audience hall, designed to impress visitors to the royal palace. The most intact of the buildings on the site, the hall is shaped like a cross, mirroring the Byzantine church over which it was built. After much debate as to whether the central space had originally been covered or left open to the elements, consensus came down on the side of the ceiling dome, which was reconstructed by Spanish archaeologists.

A courtyard immediately north of the hall leads to a 10m-wide colonnaded street, lined with numerous arches and columns, and flanked by residential and administrative buildings. Further to the north is the former governor’s residence, which includes the throne room.

East of the audience hall is the Umayyad Cistern, an enormous circular hole with steps leading down to the bottom, which once supplied water to the palace and surrounding areas. The small disc on the floor in the centre once supported a pillar that was used for measuring water levels.

Near the museum to the south is the small Byzantine Basilica Offline map Google map, most of which has been destroyed by earthquakes. It dates from the 6th or 7th century AD, and contains a few dusty mosaics.



NAVIGATING AMMAN

Like Rome, Amman was originally founded on seven major hills, but today it spreads across more than 20. It’s not really a city to explore on foot, apart from the downtown area – known by locals as il-balad. A straight, flat road is almost unheard of so the only way to make any sense of Amman in a short time is to pick out the major landmarks on the hills (jebels).

The main hill is Jebel Amman, home to several embassies, a few hotels and trendy restaurants. The traffic roundabouts in this central area (some now replaced with tunnels and major intersections) are numbered west of downtown from 1st Circle to 8th Circle. If you’re travelling in a taxi, street names will mean little so ask for the nearest ‘circle’ and walk from there, or give the driver a nearby landmark (like an embassy or hotel).

Jebel al-Hussein, northwest of downtown, is notable for the Housing Bank Centre; its mossy, terraced facade sticks out a mile. This also marks the start of the upmarket Shmeisani area, which stretches out to the north as far as the leafy Sports City. It has plenty of restaurants, shops, top-end hotels and a few nightclubs. Another trendy and affluent area is Abdoun, a few hills south of Shmeisani and the location of supercool cafes and several embassies.

Closer to downtown is the grittier Abdali area, from where buses leave for Syria. A few budget hotels are in the area. It can be readily identified by the distinctive blue dome of the King Abdullah Mosque.

In the far west is swanky Sweifieh, a booming shopping area. Further out, the city’s outlying towns, suburbs and refugee camps have now pretty much merged into one sprawling urban area.

The maps in this guidebook should be sufficient for most casual visitors. If you plan to stay for some time, or intend to visit places out of the centre, the Maps of Jordan, Amman and Aqaba published by Luma Khalaf is worth picking up. It shows just about every street in the city, and pinpoints embassies and other landmarks, though it doesn’t cover the southern or eastern suburbs. It’s available from most bookshops.




Roman Theatre ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE

Offline map Google map
(admission incl Folklore Museum & Museum of Popular Traditions JD1; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-4pm Sat-Thu & 9am-4pm Fri Oct-Mar, 8am-7pm Apr-Sep) This magnificently restored amphitheatre is the most obvious and impressive remnant of Roman Philadelphia, and is the highlight of Amman for most foreign visitors. The theatre itself is cut into the northern side of a hill that once served as a necropolis and has a seating capacity of 6000. It was built on three tiers: the rulers, of course, sat closest to the action, the military secured the middle section, and the general public perched and squinted from the top rows.

The theatre was probably built in the 2nd century AD during the reign of Antoninus Pius (AD 138–61). Theatres often had religious significance, and the small shrine above the top row of seats once housed a statue of the goddess Athena (now in the National Archaeological Museum), who was prominent in the religious life of the city.

Full restoration of the theatre began in 1957. Unfortunately, non-original materials were used, which means that the present reconstruction is partly inaccurate. However, the final product is certainly impressive, especially considering that the theatre has again become a place of entertainment in recent years. Productions are sometimes put on here in July and August – check with the tourist office or ask at your hotel.

The best time for photographs is the morning, when the light is soft – although the views from the top tiers just before sunset are also superb. At night the theatre is floodlit, providing a spectacular backdrop to the bustle of downtown.


 [image: dont-miss]


NATIONAL MUSEUM

Amman’s congested downtown is midway through a major redevelopment project and already the outline of public gardens, panoramic vantage points and pedestrian trails linking the Citadel and the Roman Theatre are beginning to take shape. The highlight of this project is the new international-standard National Museum Offline map Google mapm (Omar Matar St), which is located next to the City Hall. While the museum is reportedly complete, and key items such as Jordan’s share of the Dead Sea Scrolls, have been relocated, the museum was still closed at the time of writing. Rumour has it that the authorities are awaiting a suitable occasion to give fanfare to the museum’s inauguration. Come what may, the first visitors are expected in 2012 (in sha’ Allah!).




Folklore Museum MUSEUM
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651742; Roman Theatre complex; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-7pm Sat-Thu & 10am-4pm Fri May-Sep, 8am-5pm Sat-Thu & 10am-4pm Fri Oct-Apr) Immediately to the right as you enter the Roman Theatre, this small museum houses a modest collection of items illustrating traditional Jordanian life. They include a Bedouin goat-hair tent complete with tools; musical instruments such as the rababa (a one-stringed Bedouin instrument); looms; mihbash (coffee grinders); some weapons; and various costumes, including traditional Circassian dress. Don’t miss the B&W photos of old Amman by the entrance. Captions are in English. It was closed for restoration at the time of writing but is expected to reopen with a similar focus.


 [image: info]


WHEN CIRCLES ARE SQUARES

With its endless one-way streets, stairways, narrow lanes and jebels, Amman is confusing enough to get around anyway, but the ambiguous names for the streets and circles would challenge the navigational skills of even the most experienced explorer. We have used the more common names on maps and in the text, but if street signs, directions given by locals and queries from taxi drivers are still confusing, refer to the list below.

Don’t forget that Al-Malek means King, so King Faisal St is sometimes labelled Al-Malek Faisal St. Similarly, Al-Malekah is Queen and Al-Emir (Al-Amir) is Prince. And don’t be too surprised that some ‘circles’ are now called ‘squares’ (maidan) …

Circles

»1st Circle – Maidan al-Malek Abdullah

»2nd Circle – Maidan Wasfi al-Tal

»3rd Circle – Maidan al-Malek Talal

»4th Circle – Maidan al-Emir Gazi bin Mohammed

»5th Circle – Maidan al-Emir Faisal bin Hussein

»6th Circle – Maidan al-Emir Rashid bin al-Hassan

»7th Circle – Maidan al-Emir Talal bin Mohammed

»Ministry of the Interior Circle – Maidan Jamal Abdul Nasser

»Sports City Circle – Maidan al-Medina al-Riyadiyah

Streets

»Rainbow St – Abu Bakr as-Siddiq St

»Zahran St – Al-Kulliyah al-Islamiyah St

»Mango St – Omar bin al-Khattab St

»Saqf Sayl St – Quraysh St

»Police St – Suleiman al-Nabulsi St




Museum of Popular Traditions MUSEUM
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651670; Roman Theatre complex; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-7pm Sat-Thu & 10am-4pm Fri May-Sep, 8am-5pm Sat-Thu & 9am-4pm Fri Oct-Apr) This small museum, immediately to the left as you enter the Roman Theatre, has well-presented displays of traditional costumes, jewellery, face masks and mosaics from Jerash.

Forum ROMAN PLAZA
 Offline map Google map
The row of columns immediately in front (north) of the Roman Theatre is all that’s left of the forum, once one of the largest public squares (about 100m by 50m) in Imperial Rome. Built in AD 190, the square was flanked on three sides by columns, and on the fourth side by the Seil Amman stream, though almost everything lies underneath the modern streets. The current plaza project, which is nearly complete, will help bring back something of the sense of grand public space, albeit with a modern aesthetic.

[image: free]Odeon ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE

([image: iconhourspng] daylight) On the eastern side of the forum stands a 500-seat amphitheatre. Built in the 2nd century AD, it served mainly as a venue for musical performances. It was probably enclosed with a wooden or temporary tent roof to shield the performers and audience from the elements. Like its bigger sibling, it is seasonally used for performances.

[image: free]Nymphaeum FOUNTAIN

(Quraysh St; [image: iconhourspng] daylight Sat-Thu) Built in AD 191, this elaborate public fountain was once a large, two-storey complex with water features, mosaics, stone carvings and possibly a 600-sq-metre swimming pool – all dedicated to the nymphs (mythical young girls who lived in and around the rivers). Up until 1947, the ancient stream and Roman bridge still stood where the road now runs. Excavations started in earnest in 1993, and restoration will continue for many years. Except for a few columns, an elegant archway and a few alcoves, there is little to see, though the workers toiling away may yet reveal hidden treasures in the years to come.

[image: free]Al-Husseiny Mosque MOSQUE

(Hashemi St) Built by King Abdullah I in 1924, and restored in 1987, this compact mosque is in the heart of downtown on the site of an earlier mosque built in AD 640. The mosque is more interesting as a hive of activity than for any architectural splendour and the precinct is a popular local meeting place. Non-Muslims are not normally admitted.

[image: free]Duke’s Diwan MUSEUM

(Al-Malek Faisal St; [image: iconhourspng] dawn-dusk) This historic townhouse, built in 1924, has served as a post office, the Ministry of Finance and a hotel. Today, it has been restored with period furnishings by a prominent Jordanian businessman, who is also the duke of the village of Mukhaybeh. There’s not much to see, and the staircase has seen better days, but it gives an interesting glimpse of a bygone age.

[image: free]Darat al-Funun GALLERY

(House of Arts; Offline map Google map
; [image: iconphonepng] 4643251; www.daratalfunun.org; 13 Nadim al Mallah St; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm Sat-Thu) On the hillside to the north of the downtown area, this cultural haven is dedicated to contemporary art. The main building features a small art gallery with works by Jordanian and other Arab artists, an art library, and workshops for Jordanian and visiting sculptors and painters. A schedule of upcoming exhibitions, lectures, films and public discussion forums is available on the website and in the Jordan Times newspaper.

Almost as significant as the centre’s artistic endeavours are the architectural features of the site. At the base of the complex, near the entrance, are the excavated ruins of a 6th-century Byzantine church. Buildings further up the hill are mostly restored residences from the 1920s – it was in one of these that TE Lawrence wrote part of Seven Pillars of Wisdom. There is also a peaceful cafe (Click here) and gardens with views over Amman.

Access is easiest on foot. From near the southern end of King Hussein St, head up the stairs under the ‘Riviera Hotel’ sign. At the top of the stairs, turn immediately right onto Nimer bin Adwan St and walk uphill for 50m where you need to take the left fork. The entrance gate (no English sign) is on the right after a few metres.

JEBEL AMMAN & AROUND

King Abdullah Mosque MOSQUE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5672155, ext 219; Suleiman al-Nabulsi St, Jebel Weibdeh; admission incl museum JD2; [image: iconhourspng] 8-11am & 12.30-2pm Sat-Thu) Completed in 1989 as a memorial by the late King Hussein to his grandfather, this blue-domed landmark can house up to 7000 worshippers, with a further 3000 in the courtyard. There is also a small women’s section for 500 worshippers, and a much smaller royal enclosure.

The cavernous, octagonal prayer hall is capped by a magnificent blue dome 35m in diameter, decorated with Quranic inscriptions. The blue represents the sky while the golden lines depict rays of light illuminating the 99 names of Allah.

The Islamic Museum inside the mosque houses a small collection of photographs and personal effects of King Abdullah I. Shards of ancient pottery are also on display together with coins and stone engravings.

This is the only mosque in Amman that openly welcomes non-Muslim visitors. A Friday visit may be possible if you avoid prayer time but call ahead to be sure. Women are required to cover their hair – headscarves are available at the entrance to the mosque together with abeyyas (black, full-length outer clothing) to cover bare arms, legs or jeans. Shoes must be removed before entering the prayer hall.

Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts GALLERY

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4630128; www.nationalgallery.org; Hosni Fareez St, Jebel Weibdeh; admission JD5; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-5pm Wed-Mon) This small but impressive gallery is a wonderful place to gain an appreciation of contemporary Jordanian painting, sculpture and pottery. Renovated in 2005, the attractive space highlights contemporary art from around the Middle East and the greater Muslim world. Temporary exhibitions here are of high quality, and serve as a valuable introduction (or refresher) to the world of Islamic art. There’s an on-site Art Cafe and an excellent gift shop.

The gallery is signposted from Suleiman al-Nabulsi St, opposite the King Abdullah Mosque.



[image: 10-jebel-amman-jor8]




Jebel Amman


[image: top-sights] Top Sights

King Abdullah Mosque E1

National Museum G4




[image: sights] Sights

1Jordan National Gallery of Fine ArtsE1



Activities, Courses & Tours

 Club Olympus (see 4)




[image: sleeping] Sleeping

2 Canary Hotel F1

3 Caravan Hotel E1

4 Grand Hyatt Amman D2

5 Hisham Hotel D3

6 Hotel Le Royal D2

7Jordan InterContinental HotelE2

8 Toledo Hotel F1




[image: eating] Eating

9Abu Ahmad Orient RestaurantE2

10 Bonita Inn E2

11 Fakhr El-Din Restaurant F3

12 Haboob Grand Stores F3

13NoodasiaB4

14 Reem Cafeteria E3

15 Romero Restaurant E3




[image: drinking] Drinking

16 Big Fellow Irish Pub A3

17 Grappa F3

 Living Room (see 15)

18 Tche Tche Café B3




[image: entertainment] Entertainment

 Cine Le Royal (see 6)

19 Galleria B3

20 Grand Zara Cinema D2

21 Harir Lounge B4

 JJ's (see 4)

22 Kanabayé E2




[image: shopping] Shopping

23 Al-Alaydi Jordan Craft Centre E3

24 Al-Burgan E2

25 Artisana F2

 Oriental Souvenirs Store (see 22)




Information

26Al-Khalidi Medical CentreC3

27British EmbassyC4

28Dutch EmbassyB2

29Egyptian EmbassyA1

30French EmbassyC2

31German EmbassyA2

32Iraqi EmbassyF3

33Jacob's PharmacyE2

34Lebanese EmbassyC4

35Ministry of Tourism & AntiquitiesD2

36Saudi Arabian ConsulateG3

37Syrian EmbassyA2

Tourist Police Centre(see 35)

38Yemeni EmbassyA4



Transport

39Abdali Bus StationF1

40Airport Express BusE1

41EmiratesD1

42Firas Car RentalG3

43Gulf AirF1

Royal Jordanian Airlines(see 7)

Trust International Transport (booking office)(see 39)

44Turkish AirlinesD2





OTHER SUBURBS

[image: free]Military Museum MUSEUM

([image: iconphonepng] 5664240; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-4pm Sat-Thu) The simple and solemn Martyr’s Memorial houses a small but interesting collection of documents, chronicling Jordan’s recent military history, from the Arab Revolt in 1916 (in which 10,000 Arab fighters were killed) through to the Arab-Israeli Wars. The intention, however, is a focus on remembrance rather than historical verisimilitude.

The memorial is on the road to Zarqa, 1km east of the Sports City junction, in the grounds of the Sports City. Take any minibus or service taxi towards Zarqa, but check whether it goes past the Sports City (al-Medina al-Riyadiyah). A private taxi from downtown costs around JD6.

Hejaz Railway TRAIN STATION
  
([image: iconphonepng] 06-4895413; King Abdullah I St; admission JD2; [image: iconhourspng] dawn-dusk) Except for the occasional cargo train, only the breeze rolls through this historic old station at present. For years speculation has been that a functioning passenger service to Aqaba would return to the tracks of the Hejaz Railway, made famous in the West by the pursuits of TE Lawrence. For a while one or two intrepid and patient travellers sat out the long journey to Damascus but sadly, the Arab Spring in 2011 has now put paid to that journey too. It is still worth calling in on the station, though, to visit the small on-site museum, chat to the station master whose grandfather fought in the Arab Revolt, and to sit in the elaborately decked Royal Carriage. The station is 2.5km east of the Theatre, on the edge of the downtown area.

Abu Darwish Mosque MOSQUE

On top of Jebel al-Ashrafiyeh, this mosque was built in 1961 with alternating layers of black and white stone. Non-Muslims are generally not permitted inside. Take service taxi 25 or 26 from Italian St in downtown to the mosque, or charter a taxi. It’s a very long and steep climb southeast of downtown if you decide to walk.



TUNNEL UNDER AMMAN

In ancient Roman Philadelphia, royalty considered it beneath them to mingle with the general public unless they had to. To ease their path between the major sites, an underground tunnel was built to connect the Citadel high on the hill with the Nymphaeum and the Theatre. While modern visitors to Amman might welcome having such access without having to negotiate the streets of downtown, the tunnel’s precise location and state of repair is a closely guarded secret.




Royal Automobile Museum MUSEUM

([image: iconphonepng] 5411392; www.royalautomuseum.jo; King Hussein Park; admission JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm Wed-Mon, 11am-7pm Fri) Car enthusiasts will like this display of over 70 classic cars and motorbikes from the personal collection of King Hussein. It’s in the northwestern suburbs, north of 8th Circle. The best way to reach the museum from downtown is to take a taxi.



[image: 10-amman-wt-jor8]

 START CITADEL

 FINISH HASHEM RESTAURANT

 DISTANCE 3KM

 DURATION TWO HOURS

Walking Tour Amman

The best way to experience the key sights of Amman, which are largely clustered downtown, is on foot. Stroll across the forum with promenading locals or immerse yourself in the narrow lanes of the souq, and you’ll soon see that downtown remains the beating heart of the city. The walk is best suited to the morning (perfect for photographs) or early evening when the souqs are at their liveliest.

Begin at the hilltop [image: 1] Citadel. The pillars of the Temple of Hercules is the best place to gain a sense of Amman’s ancient Philadelphian roots and to survey how the city has spread beyond the original seven hills.

Follow Al-Qalat St round the edge of the Citadel walls. A flight of steps (by a school with a flag) leads down to Salah bin Al-Akwa St; this is the shortcut locals take to reach downtown. A [image: 2] viewpoint to the right offers great views of the Roman amphitheatre. A further flight of stairs leads steeply downtown, past the Amman Panorama Art Gallery – a cooperative of four Jordanian artists.

Head gingerly across the busy main road at the bottom (Hashemi St), cross the newly reconstructed Hashemite Sq, and climb the hill to the left of the theatre. The coffeehouse here, [image: 3] Hail Restaurant & Café, is a popular spot for nagileh -smoking locals, especially at night. Take in the view of the Citadel and the hotchpotch of facades that line the main road, most of which date from the mid-19th to the mid-20th centuries. Follow the stairs in front of the coffeehouse and pass by the souvenir shops en route to the theatre complex.

The small building on your right is the Roman [image: 4] Odeon, a beautiful little amphitheatre still used for occasional performances. It is somewhat overshadowed, however, by the neighbouring [image: 5] Theatre, which seems to extend indefinitely up the hillside. Walk between the Theatre and the Roman columns, all that remains of the [image: 6] forum; the newly rebuilt plaza here provides space for the traditional evening stroll beloved by Ammanites. Pick up a map from the [image: 7] tourist information office before lunging into the heart of downtown. On the pavements around this area are Iraqi street vendors selling souvenir coins from the Saddam Hussein era; they’re usually happy to invite conversation about their recent immigration to Jordan.

Cross the road onto Hashemi St, passing nut shops, perfumeries and a store selling mosque accessories such as brass crescents for minaret tops. Turn left at the traffic lights and you’ll come to the [image: 8] Nymphaeum. It takes imagination to resurrect this Roman fountain complex from the remaining ruins and even more imagination to picture the stream that ran nearby until recently and which now flows under the road.

Pluck up courage and dive into the [image: 9] fruit and vegetable souq opposite. If you can find a space in which to stand unjostled by the throngs of shoppers, then close your eyes and just listen to the calls of the vendors. You don’t have to speak Arabic to understand the bargains they are professing, interlaced with abuse for truculent customers. It’s possible to travel the Middle East in this part of the souq as you pass sticky mounds of Saudi dates, Iranian pistachios and Syrian olives. Best of all are the bulging stalls of Jordanian cauliflowers, irregular-sized cabbages and organic carrots, reminders that not everywhere in the world is obsessed with regulation size and colour.

Turn left at the yellow shop, passing flat-bread bakeries, and then right, through the [image: a] hardware souq of aluminium kettles and giant ladles. Turn right into Petra St (spelt ‘Betra’ – there’s no distinction between ‘p’s and ‘b’s in Arabic) and take a sniff: the gorgeous aroma of spice-grinding and coffee-roasting is almost better than the flavour. On either side of the road are traditional [image: b] Arabic medicine stalls, recognisable by the dangling dried alligators, trays of starfish and drawers of herbs and henna. You can buy mascara from here – traditionally used by both men and women among the Bedouin and around babies’ eyes to keep the evil eye at bay.

A right turn onto Quraysh St takes you past a tiny [image: c] keffiyah shop in a converted stairwell and brings you, four shops later, to [image: d] Al-Husseiny Mosque. At Friday lunchtime hundreds of men stream out of the mosque after the weekly sermon, pausing perhaps to buy prayer beads or a copy of the Quran from the surrounding mosque shops. In the precinct in front of the mosque, craftsmen sit cross-legged behind their tools waiting for their next job.

Cross the street and enter the tiny [image: e] Al-Afghani souvenir store. Every conceivable space is occupied by chess sets, old postage stamps, plastic mosque clock-radios or some other items of treasure, largely of interest to the Jordanian visitor to the big city.

Turn left into Basman St, passing fine examples of Palestinian embroidered dresses, and turn right down a flight of stairs just before House 22. The [image: f] women’s souq here challenges any preconceptions about prudish Arab women: the alleyways flutter with risqué Islamic lingerie, diaphanous above the doorways. It may be no accident that the [image: g] gold souq, where Arab men are expected to spend a portion of their salary, is immediately opposite, on the other side of King Faisal St (Al-Malek Faisal St). A bangle in 21-carat gold is one of the best souvenirs of a visit to an Arab souq and as you are only charged for the weight and not for the workmanship, it represents a good investment too. A cheaper purchase from the gold souq is a bag of peanuts from [image: h] Abu Ahmed’s peanut stall – a family concern established decades ago.

Continue along King Faisal St, with its grand central aisle of Washington palms, and you’ll come to the [image: i] Duke’s Diwan; it’s worth a quick trip upstairs to see yellowing newspaper cuttings from Amman’s former glory days. The city is enjoying a renaissance at present and now old establishments like this are being highlighted with signs in English along the length of King Faisal St. Just past the ornate Arab Bank, for example, a sign indicates [image: j] Habibah, the perennially popular sweetmeat store with its brass platters of kunafa (shredded wheat and syrup dessert). A few paces further up King Faisal St and you’ll reach legendary [image: k] Hashem Restaurant, a Turkish family-run establishment since 1956. The queue says it all: if a queue can be that long for a place that looks that bad, then you know it will be worth waiting for. And indeed it is. Don’t bother to select: just wait patiently and the whole set (felafel, hummus, beans, bread, onions, leaves and tea) will come to you. There’s no better way to end a trip downtown. But after the full works, you’ll need to factor in time for another local custom – the afternoon nap.




[image: categoryactivitiespng] Activities

The top-end hotels offer a day-rate to nonguests for use of their swimming pools and other facilities (from around JD25).

Sports City SWIMMING
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5667181) This complex in northern Amman has an Olympic-size pool. Non- members are charged JD15 (including locker), depending on how early you arrive in the day (it gets cheaper as the day goes on). Note that women may feel uncomfortable swimming here. The Sports City complex also has tennis courts, which you can rent for JD4 per hour.

Bisharat Golf Course GOLF
 Offline map 
([image: iconphonepng] 5520334) If you can’t be away without a game of golf, this nine-hole brown course is located 14km south of downtown. It is signposted from the Desert Hwy on the way to Queen Alia airport.

Royal Racing Club CAMEL RACES
 Offline map 
([image: iconphonepng] 5850630) Horse and camel races take place in spring and summer and horse-riding lessons are available. The club is located off the Desert Hwy on the way to Queen Alia airport.

Power Hut GYM
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5686349; 11 August St, Shmeisani; [image: iconhourspng] 5.30am-11pm Sun-Thu & Sat, 9am-6pm Fri) One of the best gyms in town. A day/week pass costs JD10/45 and gives access to a wide range of machines, free weights, spin and taebo classes, and a sauna and steam room.

Club Olympus GYM
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651234; Grand Hyatt Amman, Al-Hussein bin Ali St, 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 6am-10pm) Charges JD25 for a day’s use of the gym, indoor and outdoor pools, Jacuzzi and sauna.

Strikers BOWLING
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5200200; Kempinski Amman, Abdul Hamid Shouman St, Shmeisani) Tenpin bowling is available here or at the Jordan Bowling Centre ([image: iconphonepng] 5512987; Makkah al-Mukarramah Rd) at Mecca Mall in the northwestern suburbs. The simplest way to reach both bowling centres is to take a taxi.



BATHING WITH BRUISERS IN AMMAN’S HAMMANS

If you thought you felt sore after walking up and down Amman’s multiple hills, then just wait until you see what they do with you at the local hammam (Turkish bath). The large, muscular attendants (male or female, depending on your sex) could easily retrain as Sumo wrestlers and you can rely on them to find parts of the body you didn’t know you had. In fact, they’ll remove parts of the body you didn’t know you had, as the art of extreme exfoliation counts as one of their many talents.

A largely Ottoman creation, based no doubt on a Roman obsession with communal bathing, Turkish baths have existed as places of social gathering and ritual cleansing across the Middle East for centuries. Amman’s bathhouses, despite being largely modern affairs, belong to this decidedly masochistic tradition. Think we’re exaggerating? Then pay a visit to the Al-Pasha Turkish Bath Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4633002; www.pashaturkishbath.com; Al-Mahmoud Taha St; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-2am, last booking midnight) and you can make up your own mind about this quintessential Middle Eastern experience.

The torture begins with a brief spell in the steam room: while you meekly sip ice-cold karkade (sweetened hibiscus tea), you’ll be scalded with missile precision by occasional boiling-hot drops of condensed water from the ceiling. The next ordeal is a dip in the Jacuzzi, softening you up with dislocating jets of water for the scrubbing to come. Don’t even think about backing out now as the bathhouse attendant will have spotted you, waiting to beckon you to an alcove in the wall.

Using what can only be described as a glorified Brillo pad, the attendant will quite literally scour the visible surface area of your body. For a few extra dinars, they will even set to work on your callused feet with a precision file! Don’t expect phrases like ‘no’ and ‘please don’t’ – uttered in either Arabic or English – to help you. More often they invite an almost sadistic acceleration of pummelling, pounding and slapping, accompanied by snorts of laughter. In fact, a sense of humour seems to be a prerequisite on both sides of the fluffy white towels handed out so thoughtfully in the antechamber of the baths: in emergencies (as when a nose hair is plucked without warning or two ears are lifted independently of the scalp) these towels can be used as a flag of surrender by battered bathers to signal that enough is enough.

After five to 10 minutes (which will feel like a lifetime) you’ll be led to marble slabs for an olive-oil massage. If you opt for an additional full-body mud pack, then prepare to be pinched as the masseur checks you’re still breathing under the caking armour. This is not the moment to try to strut off with attitude, nor to look back in anger, as there is enough olive-oil soap on the marble tiles to make sure you aren’t the one having the last laugh.

If, by now, the prospect of being bullied in the bath is putting you off the idea altogether, don’t let it. The bizarre part about the experience is that the moment you step out of the steaming pools of indistinct water and are laid to rest on the marble platform, or the moment you expose your newly scraped and kneaded flesh to the outside air, you’ll feel so rejuvenated that you’ll be booking your next appointment before you leave.

The full service costs around JD28. Generally speaking, women are welcome during the day, while evenings are men only. Book ahead as, believe it or not, this is a very popular pastime. Also, be sure to bring a modest swimming costume. Al-Pasha is easiest to find if you’re coming along Abu Bakr as-Siddiq St (Rainbow St) from the 1st Circle; it’s the fifth street on the right. Taxis know it as near Ahliya School for Girls.
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[image: top-sights] Top Sights

Military MuseumC1



[image: sights] Sights

1 Haya Cultural Centre B4

2 Luna Park D3




Activities, Courses & Tours

 Luna Park (see 2)

3 Power Hut B3

4 Sports City C1

 Strikers (see 6)




[image: sleeping] Sleeping

5 AlQasr Metropole Hotel B3

6 Kempinski Amman B4

7 Le Meridien C4




[image: eating] Eating

8 C-Town Shopping Centre B3

9 La Terrasse B4

10SafewayB2

 Vinaigrette (see 5)




[image: entertainment] Entertainment

11 Amman International Stadium C1




Transport

12Air FranceB4

Avis(see 14)

13BudgetB2

14Car-Rental Agencies (King Abdullah Gardens)A4

15EuropcarC3

Hertz(see 14)

16JETT Office (Domestic)D4

17JETT Office (International)D4

18Kuwait AirwaysB3

19Lufthansa AirlinesB4

National Car Rental(see 7)

20Qatar AirwaysB2

21Royal Jordanian Airlines Head OfficeC3

22Service Taxi 7 to/from DowntownB4





[image: categorytourpng] Tours

The main backpacker hotels – the Cliff, Farah, Jordan Tower and Palace – all offer a variety of day trips from Amman. The most popular are to the desert castles, Jerash, Ajlun and/or Umm Qais. Prices vary depending on the size of the party and the number of stops on the tour, but a day trip is usually in the region of JD15 to JD25 per person. These tours generally only run with a minimum of three but the hotels usually run a registration scheme among the guests so you don’t have to find the other passengers yourself. Day trips are also available to Madaba, Mt Nebo and the Dead Sea. All four hotels can also arrange tours to more far-flung destinations such as Petra, Wadi Mujib Gorge, Karak, Shobak and the Dana Nature Reserve.

These tours provide an excellent way to visit key destinations if you are short on time as public transport is infrequent and inconvenient. They do not pretend, however, to provide a guided tour of the destination. Make sure you understand the nature of your tour before you commit to avoid disappointment.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] Festivals & Events

Concerts, plays and performances are occasionally held at the Odeon and the Roman Theatre in July and August. The Ministry of Tourism office, near 3rd Circle, is the best source of information, but also check out the English-language newspapers.

SeeClick here for information about the Jerash Festival, Jordan’s best-known cultural event (generally visited as a day trip from Amman).

The Hakaya cultural project ([image: iconphonepng] 5687557; www.hakaya.org/en) connects organisations and individuals from around the Mediterranean who believe in the power of story-telling to effect positive cultural change. The project facilitates a programme of events throughout the year and there is hope of making 2011’s successful September festival an annual event.

[image: categorysleeppng] Sleeping

If you’re just visiting the capital, then it’s best to be based either in Jebel Amman, where there’s a range of top-end and midrange accommodation close to downtown; or in downtown itself, where most of the budget options are located. The five-star hotels compete favourably with others in the region and represent reasonable value for money. The midrange options include wi-fi, air-conditioning and satellite TV and are usually tucked into quieter suburbs away from the noisy main streets. The budget hotels downtown vary considerably in cleanliness and facilities but all those recommended here sport clean linen, at least a fan, and friendly, experienced management. In addition, most can arrange onward connections. All the hotels listed here include breakfast in their room rates unless otherwise indicated.

DOWNTOWN

[image: top-choice]Jordan Tower Hotel HOTEL $

([image: iconphonepng] 4614161; www.jordantoweramman.com; 48 Hashemi St; male & female dm JD9, s/d/tr with bathroom JD20/32/38; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) A wonderful new addition to downtown accommodation, this warm and friendly hotel (probably the only no-smoking hotel in Amman) is run by a Jordanian man and his British wife. Rooms are bright and snug with flat-screen TVs though the bathrooms are small. The location is a winner: you couldn’t be closer to the key sights without offering beds in the Forum! With a fantastic view of the Roman amphitheatre from the roof terrace (where smokers can take a puff with impunity), a cosy majlis designed as a place to relax on cushions in front of the TV, and a big, bright and homely reception-cum-lounge area, this could be just the place to rest up for a few days before the exertions of a trip around Jordan. The helpful, English-speaking management can facilitate this with a number of popular day trips and transport options that start from around JD15. All tours include English-speaking drivers and there are daily departures to the most popular destinations.

Palace Hotel HOTEL $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4624326; www.palacehotel.com.jo; Al-Malek Faisal St; s/d/tr JD14/20/25, s/d/tr with bathroom JD25/30/40; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) The Palace has offered good-value budget accommodation for many years and its location in the heart of King Faisal St can’t be bettered. Some of the basic, airy rooms even have tiny balconies from which to enjoy the bustle of downtown’s most characterful street below. An attractive lounge is a popular meeting place. Guests can add their name to the lists of day trips and onward transport options.

Farah Hotel HOTEL $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651443; www.farahhotel.com.jo; Cinema al-Hussein St; 4- to 6-bed dm JD6, s/d/tr JD14/20/27, s/d/tr with bathroom JD22/30/39; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) A firm favourite with travellers, this is the only hotel downtown to have a shady garden. The presence of trees and the fact that it is off the main road give this well-managed establishment a homely, tranquil atmosphere unlike its neighbours off the high street. A roof terrace offers great views of downtown and the hotel owners have many years of experience in facilitating tours and onward transport. There are many security features in this hotel and women travelling alone are likely to feel comfortable here. Wi-fi (JD2) is free after a stay of three days.

Cliff Hotel HOTEL $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4624273; Al-Amir Mohammed St; s/d/tr/q JD8/10/12/15, breakfast JD1.500; [image: iconwifipng]) This long-standing shoestring favourite has basic and quite dark rooms but there’s a big bright lounge area that acts as a sociable meeting place. The shared showers have hot water. A popular choice among younger travellers, the Cliff also offers a mattress on the roof in summer.

Sydney Hostel HOTEL $

([image: iconphonepng] 4641122; sydney_hostel@yahoo.com; 9 Sha’ban St; dm JD7, s/d/tr JD15/25/33; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Not as conveniently located as other downtown options and lacking the social atmosphere of other travellers’ haunts, this hotel nonetheless boasts big rooms – something of a novelty for the price. There’s a huge communal area surrounding reception.

JEBEL AMMAN & AROUND

[image: top-choice]Jordan InterContinental Hotel HOTEL $$$

([image: iconphonepng] 4641361; www.intercontinental.com; Al-Kulliyah al-Islamiyah St; r from JD140; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) The grandaddy of luxury hotels in Amman, the much-loved InterCon has been hosting foreign dignitaries since the early days of Jordan’s founding. Today it continues to attract an interesting mix of distinguished guests, including top brass on R&R from Iraq and visiting royalty from the Gulf. While it’s certainly not the newest hotel, nor the most expensive on the block, there is an aged grace here not found at other top-end properties. A great favourite for local weddings, complete with traditional drumming, and with excellent Jordanian and Lebanese restaurants, and quality craft and antique shops, this is as good a place as any for an introduction to local city culture.

Caravan Hotel HOTEL $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5661195; caravan@go.com.jo; Al-Ma’moun St; s/d/tr/q JD22/28/33/38; [image: iconinternetpng]) Almost opposite the King Abdullah Mosque, the Caravan Hotel is something of a travellers’ institution with a quiet side street location near downtown. The big clean rooms have a bright aspect and en-suite toilets and showers. If you detect a family-feel to this friendly hotel, that is because it’s very much a family affair. The owner, Abu Charl, is the father of the owner of the ever-popular Mariam Hotel in Madaba. With 45 years experience helping travellers, the Caravan also offers a comprehensive transport service with English-speaking drivers. It costs JD3 for a taxi to the north bus station.

Hisham Hotel HOTEL $$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4644028; www.hishamhotel.com.jo; Mithqal al-Fayez St; s/d from JD65/76; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This delightful hotel in a leafy embassy district of Jebel Amman is an excellent choice if you’re looking for a hotel removed from the hustle and bustle of the city while still within easy reach of downtown. The rooms are comfortable with flat-screen TVs and minibars, and are brought to life with small, personal touches. The family atmosphere, attractive decor and convivial Seven Barrels bar make this a frequent haunt of discerning travellers.

Toledo Hotel HOTEL $$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4657777; www.toledohotel.jo; Umayyah bin Abd Shams St; s/d/tr from JD70/80/90; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) The Moorish-style Toledo offers a quality experience on the cusp of the top-end sector. Modern rooms with soft and subdued lighting boast business-friendly amenities, and the bathrooms are pleasingly spacious. The big draw of the hotel, however, is the ornate foyer with its Moroccan-style tiles and keyhole arches and free wi-fi access.

Hotel Le Royal HOTEL $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4603000; www.leroyalamman.com; Zahran St, 3rd Circle; r from JD140; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Amman doesn’t get more ostentatious than this huge beacon on top of Jebel Amman, currently the tallest building in the capital. A favourite of visiting sheikhs and oil ministers, this is not the place for intimacy, but it is an address that will impress. Opulent rooms incorporate traditional Middle Eastern design elements, though the highlight of the property is its award-winning health-and-beauty spa, which is the biggest in Amman.

Grand Hyatt Amman HOTEL $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651234; www.hyatt.com; Al-Hussein bin Ali St, 3rd Circle; r from JD130; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) An enormous complex with hundreds of rooms, suites and apartments as well as restaurants, bars, clubs, swimming pools and even a shopping mall, the Grand Hyatt is truly a class act. The majority of the hotel is constructed from polished Jerusalem sandstone, an elegant touch that tones down the sheer extravagance of it all.

Canary Hotel HOTEL $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4638353; canary_h@hotmail.com; 17 Al-Karmali St; s/d JD24/32; [image: iconinternetpng]) In the leafy Jebel Weibdeh area, the cosy B&B-style Canary feels a million miles from the chaos of downtown. The rooms are more comfortable than luxurious, although everything is kept spick and span, including the bathrooms. There’s a pleasant garden area in front of the hotel.



AMMAN FOR CHILDREN

While Amman is not exactly the most exciting city for kids, they will feel welcome, even in a restaurant late at night. See Click here to gain an idea of how to cater for children’s needs in this family-friendly country.

Amman Waves WATERPARK
Offline map 
(; [image: iconphonepng] 4121704; www.ammanwaves.com; Airport Rd; adult/child JD14/8; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm) This Western-style waterpark is about 15km south of town on the highway to the airport. Note that adults should respect local sensibilities and wear appropriate swimwear (no Speedos or bikinis).

Haya Cultural Centre CULTURAL CENTRE
Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4637341; Ilya Abu Madhi St, Shmeisani; free; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-6pm Sat-Thu) Designed especially for children, this centre has a library, playground, an interactive eco-museum and an inflatable castle. It also organises regular activities and performances for kids.

Luna Park AMUSEMENT PARK

Offline map Google map
Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5698925; Khaled bin al-Walid Rd, Shmeisani; admission JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-10pm) Has rides and amusements for the kids. Another branch is located at King Abdullah Gardens.




OTHER SUBURBS

AlQasr Metropole Hotel HOTEL $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5689671; www.alqasr-hojo.com; 3 Arroub St, Shmeisani; s/d JD100/110; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Straddling the boundary between midrange and top-end in terms of facilities if not price, this hotel is the closest thing to a boutique establishment in Amman, with large contemporary paintings making a splash in the foyer. Located in fashionable Shmeisani, AlQasr has only 70 rooms, each artistically designed with wood floors, crown moulding and soft lighting. The hotel has an excellent range of restaurants and bars, including Vinaigrette (Click here).

Kempinski Amman HOTEL $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5200200; www.kempinski.com; Abdul Hamid Shouman St, Shmeisani; r from JD210; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Amman’s most chic and sophisticated accommodation option, this European- styled hotel is rightfully home in Shmeisani with immaculate rooms, designer furnishings and positively regal bathrooms. Offering a wide range of upmarket bars and restaurants, there’s also an impressive list of entertainment, including a bowling alley, cinema and games centre for the kids.

Ocean Hotel HOTEL $$$

([image: iconphonepng] 5517280; www.oceanhotel.com.jo; Shatt al-Arab St, Umm Utheima; s/d from JD77/100; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Located in the western suburbs, far from the hustle and bustle of the downtown area, the Ocean Hotel is a good choice if you want peace and quiet and a flavour of everyday life in the capital – on the wealthy side of town. The best way to get here is by taxi. Rooms are warm and inviting as opposed to chic and luxurious but the opulent lobby with its oriental carpets lifts the hotel into the top-end category. Wi-fi is available for JD3 per hour or JD10 per day. The hotel encompasses the cavernous, almost legendary Diwan al-Sultan Ibrahim Restaurant, regarded as one of the best Lebanese dining venues in the capital.

Le Meridien HOTEL $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5696511; www.lemeridien.com; Al-Malekah Noor St, Shmeisani; r from JD120; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconswimpng]) For those vital first impressions, the Le Meridien is grand and stylish. While it primarily targets business travellers, the hotel is considerably more affordable than the competition, yet still manages to win guests over with its flawless rooms and world-class service. Like other hotels in this up-market category, the Meridien has a private gym, swimming pools and health spa.



HAVE YOUR SAY

Found a fantastic restaurant that you’re longing to share with the world? Disagree with our recommendations? Or just want to talk about your most recent trip?

Whatever your reason, head to lonelyplanet.com, where you can post a review, ask or answer a question on the Thorntree forum, comment on a blog, or share your photos and tips on Groups. Or you can simply spend time chatting with like-minded travel ers. So go on, have your say.




[image: categoryeatpng] Eating

Amman has a wide range of eating options, with budget places concentrated in downtown, while the more upmarket restaurants serving Arab and international cuisine are concentrated in Jebel Amman, Shmeisani and the western suburbs. If you fancy taking the local approach to choosing a dinner venue, then promenade Rainbow St in Jebel Amman, Culture St in Shmeisani or Waqalat St around the 7th Circle in Swafei, and just pop into whichever of the many restaurants appeals the most.

Note that many of the pubs and bars in Amman also serve food – for listings, check outClick here. Although there are small grocery stores throughout the capital, the larger supermarkets are located in the more affluent and far-flung suburbs.

DOWNTOWN

[image: top-choice]Hashem Restaurant FELAFEL $

(Al-Amir Mohammed St; the works JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 24hr) You haven’t tried falafel until you’ve eaten here. To fit in with the locals, pop in a handful of mint leaves first, park a wedge of raw onion between your teeth and don’t touch the scalding copper vats of beans (harder than you’d imagine given the space available). This legendary eatery, run for half a century by a Turkish family, is so popular with locals and visitors alike that there’s stiff competition for tables, many of which overflow into the alleyway. Aim for an early lunch or supper if you want to avoid the queues, although it has to be said that Hashem does a fantastic job of feeding the multitude in record time. Mid-afternoon, it makes a great place to sup a mint tea and watch downtown slide towards siesta.


 [image: dont-miss]


WILD JORDAN CAFÉ

Don’t visit the RSCN booking office without sparing time for a bite at the wonderful, ecofriendly Wild Jordan Café ([image: iconphonepng] 4633542; Othman Bin Affan St; mains JD7-12; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-midnight; [image: iconvegpng]). The emphasis is on locally sourced produce, healthy wraps, organic salads and locally plucked herbs. Smoothies are a welcome change from the ubiquitous coffee of cafes elsewhere. The glass walls and open-air terrace offer vistas of the Citadel and the downtown area – a great way to gain a perspective of Amman’s main sights. While you’re there, pop into the Wild Jordan Nature shop where you can buy olive-oil soaps and handcrafted silver earrings; profits are returned to the local communities that made them. Before you leave, pick up a downtown walking-trail brochure for some backstreet revelations.




Afrah Restaurant & Coffeeshop MIDDLE EASTERN $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4610046; Al-Malek Faisal St; mains from JD5; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-1am) This popular new restaurant in the heart of downtown is more about the ambience than the food. Squeezed into every nook and cranny of the renovated upper stories of this typical townhouse, the tables fill up quickly in the evening, particularly those with a balcony view of King Faisal St below. Old coffee pots, brass trays and other Oriental bric-a-brac are strewn in various alcoves, suspended from pillars and strung from the ceiling, recalling days of yore. Live Arab pop entertainment is offered nightly after around 9pm. Access is via a steep staircase up an alleyway, next to the Farah Hotel.

Sara Seafood Restaurant SEAFOOD $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4561115; Al-Malek al-Hussein St; fish dish from JD5; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-1am) A hit with locals, this new restaurant doesn’t look much from the outside and looks positively uninviting from the street entrance (next to Cliff Hotel) but it turns out some of the best seafood in the neighbourhood. There’s a tiny balcony overlooking busy King Hussein St or quieter tables inside. The restaurant offers an impressive choice of salads, whipped up at the micro-shop opposite the entrance downstairs – takeaways are possible.

Al-Quds Restaurant BEDOUIN $
 Offline map Google map
(Jerusalem Restaurant; Click here; [image: iconphonepng] 4630168; Al-Malek al-Hussein St; pastries from 800 fils, mains from JD6; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-10pm) The Jerusalem Restaurant specialises in sweets and pastries, but it has a large, good-value restaurant at the back that provides a great opportunity to try typical Jordanian dishes. The house speciality is mensaf, a Bedouin dish of lamb on a bed of rice, and maqlooba is frequently on the menu.

Cairo Restaurant MIDDLE EASTERN $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4624527; Al-Malek Talal St; meals JD2-5; [image: iconhourspng] 6am-10pm) Recommended by travellers, this simple restaurant serves good local food at budget prices. Most of the locals opt for the mutton stew and boiled goat’s head, but you may prefer the shish tawooq with portions of grilled chicken large enough for two.

Habibah DESSERTS $

Offline map Google map
(Al-Malek al-Hussein St; pastries from 500 fils) This legendary shop is a good bet for Middle Eastern sweets and pastries. Sweet tooths of all ages line up for honey-infused, pistachio-topped and filo-crusted variations on the region’s most famous desserts. There is another branch on Al-Malek Faisal St.

Jabri Restaurant DESSERTS $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4624108; Al-Malek al-Hussein St; pastries from 800 fils, mains JD4-6; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-8pm Sat-Thu) Like Habibah, Jabri is famed for its baklava and other local sweet delicacies.

JEBEL AMMAN & AROUND

Romero Restaurant ITALIAN $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4644227; www.romero-jordan.com; Mohammed Hussein Haikal St; mains JD10-18) It may seem odd to recommend an Italian restaurant in Jordan but this exceptional place is no pizza parlour. A revered local favourite, it was established by Italian immigrants half a century ago in an elegant traditional townhouse and comes complete with period furniture, Venetian chandeliers and a roaring fire in winter. With intimate tables tucked in unexpected corners, attentive waiters who understand the concept of Mediterranean time, a fine wine list to savour, and succulent homemade pasta, this romantic venue is just the place to come for a celebration. But don’t forget to book – even on a weekday in winter it’s full of jovial groups of friends. The restaurant is virtually opposite the InterCon.

Fakhr El-Din Restaurant MIDDLE EASTERN $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4652399; Taha Hussein St; mains JD8-15) Tastefully decorated and with crisp white linen cloths, this fine-dining restaurant is located in a 1950s house with a beautiful little garden. Over 10 years, a million guests have visited this establishment in search of what the proprietor terms ‘genuine Arabic cuisine and hospitality’. A range of raw meat dishes, including lamb fillet, make an interesting addition to all the familiar Middle Eastern favourites. The restaurant is situated opposite Grappa if you fancy a nightcap after dinner.

Blue Fig Café FUSION $$

([image: iconphonepng] 5928800; Al-Emir Hashem bin al-Hussein St; mains JD4-8; [image: iconhourspng] 8.30am-1am) If you’re wondering where Amman’s fashionable set go to escape their own cuisine, look no further than this supercool, glass-and-steel restaurant near Abdoun Circle. Offering an extensive and imaginative mix of world fusion dishes (try a Kyoto green tea and mint flavoured crème brulée), the Blue Fig creates its ambience with seductive world music and the occasional Arabic poetry reading.

Abu Ahmad Orient Restaurant MIDDLE EASTERN $$

Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 3522520; 3rd Circle; mains JD5-11; [image: iconhourspng] noon-midnight) This excellent midrange Lebanese place has a leafy outdoor terrace that bustles with life during the summer months. The standard fare comprises grilled meats, but the real highlights are the hot and cold mezze – try a buraik (meat or cheese pie) or the yalenjeh (stuffed vine leaves).

Bonita Inn SPANISH $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4615060; off Al-Kulliyah al-Islamiyah St; mains JD12-25; [image: iconhourspng] noon-midnight) If you’re looking for a change from Middle Eastern fare but still want to mix with a Jordanian clientele, this primarily Spanish restaurant is a great favourite with locals. The authentic paella Valenciana and gazpacho soup are recommended. The restaurant is located in a typical Jebel Amman townhouse (opposite the InterCon), lending a cosy charm to the venue. Don’t eat too many tapas if you want to do justice to the paella!

Reem Cafeteria SHWARMA $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4645725; 2nd Circle; shwarma JD1.500) There are hundreds of shoebox-sized shwarma kiosks in Amman but few that have the customers queuing down the street at 3am. Even the royal family is rumoured to have dropped in here for a late-night kebab. And if it’s good enough for them…

Haboob Grand Stores SUPERMARKET $
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4622221; Al-Kulliyah al-Islamiyah St; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-midnight) Between 1st and 2nd Circles, this is a handy place to stock up with picnic material. It sometimes closes on Friday.

OTHER SUBURBS

Vinaigrette FUSION $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5695481; AlQasr Metropole Hotel, 3 Arroub St, Shmeisani; mains JD8-15) Located on the top floor of the AlQasr, and in keeping with the hotel’s boutique theme, this restaurant offers trend-setting Middle East fusion food and gourmet sushi and salads – build your own salad and sushi combo, or let the house choose for you. Mellow jazz complements the superb views over the city.

La Terrasse JORDANIAN $$$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5601675; 11 August St, Shmeisani; mains JD10-25; [image: iconhourspng] 1pm-1am) This Shmeisani favourite offers some delicious local dishes and soups in a cosy, relaxed upper-storey dining area. The wine list is extensive, with labels representing Jordan and Tunisia (JD30 to JD40 a bottle). Most nights, after 10.30pm, the tiny stage is given over to live Arab singers and musicians, making it a popular venue for locals.

Diwan al-Sultan Ibrahim Restaurant MIDDLE EASTERN $$

([image: iconphonepng] 5517383; Ocean Hotel, Shatt al-Arab St, Umm Utheina; mains JD10-15; [image: iconhourspng] noon-midnight) The Diwan comes highly recommended by locals and expats for its high-quality Lebanese food. The fresh fish is the speciality with options arrayed on ice. A whole Ibrahim fish (JD30) is fun for a party. The ambience in the cavernous dining area is good if there’s a crowd but a bit impersonal if you arrive early.

Kan Zeman JORDANIAN BUFFET $$$

([image: iconphonepng] 4128391; dinner buffet JD23; [image: iconhourspng] 7.30pm-midnight) Located in a historic inn with vaulted ceiling, this restaurant is brought to life each night when traditional live music fills the ancient halls. On-site workshops housed in old stable blocks sell glass, rugs and jewellery among other souvenirs. It’s aimed primarily at tour groups, and at around 15km south of 8th Circle in the village of Al-Yadoudeh – 3km east of the Desert Hwy – it’s only worth the effort if you happen to be in the area. A taxi fare from downtown costs around JD15 each way.

Safeway outlet SUPERMARKET $$

([image: iconphonepng] 5685311; Nasser bin Jameel St, Shmeisani; [image: iconhourspng] 24hr) Located around 500m southwest of the Sports City junction.

C-Town Shopping Centre SUPERMARKET $$
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5815558; Zahran St, Sweifieh; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-midnight) Branches close to 7th Circle and in Shmeisani (Abdul Hameed Sharaf St; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-midnight).

[image: categorydrinkpng] Drinking

There is plenty of nightlife in Amman. The areas to head for are Jebel Amman, Shmeisani and the western suburbs, where numerous fashionable cafes and bars abound, as well as a few nightclubs and live houses that stay open until the early hours. For an authentic local experience, the bars downtown are an eye-opener but are recommended for men only. Otherwise nightlife here is limited to restaurants. Almost all bars serve food of some description.

Bars

Several bars in downtown, patronised almost exclusively by men, are tucked away in the alleys near Al-Husseiny Mosque.

MOSTLY MEN

Orient Bar & Restaurant BAR
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4636069; off Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; beer from JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-late) Also known as Al-Sharq, this spit-and-sawdust bar serves a range of beers, spirits and the local arak (if you dare) – if you’ve had a bit to drink, mind your head on the stairs on the way down.

Other local haunts include the Salamon Bar Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 5902940; off Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] noon-midnight) and Jordan Bar Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 5796352; off Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight). All of these places are tiny and full of smoke, but are at least the real deal.

WOMEN WELCOME

Living Room COCKTAIL BAR
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4655988; Mohammed Hussein Haikal St, Jebel Amman; drinks JD3-5, mains JD6-10; [image: iconhourspng] 1pm-1am) Part lounge, part sushi bar and part study (think high-backed chairs, a fireplace and the daily newspaper), the Living Room is so understated that it’s easily missed. It offers quality bar meals, fine music and delicious iced tea with lemon grass and mint. Non-teetotallers can enjoy the full complement of expertly crafted cocktails on offer which are served up deliciously strong.

Grappa BAR
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651458; Abdul Qader Koshak St, Jebel Amman; beer JD4-5; [image: iconhourspng] 6pm-1.30am) Stylish wooden benches and B&W photos on the wall give this rustic bar a hip feel but it’s the huge windows with views and the summer terrace seating that really draw the crowds.

Big Fellow Irish Pub PUB
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5934766; Abdoun Circle, Jebel Amman; drinks JD2-4; [image: iconhourspng] noon-2am) It looks like an Irish pub, it even smells like an Irish pub, but with Arabic music sliding out of the stereo, it doesn’t really sound like an Irish pub. If in doubt, tucking into a pint of bitter and a Guinness pie should help.

Rovers Return PUB

([image: iconphonepng] 5814844; Ali Nasouh al-Taher St, Sweifieh; drinks JD3-5, meals JD5-8; [image: iconhourspng] 1pm-late) A godsend for homesick Coronation St fans, this popular, cosy English pub near the 7th Circle has wood panelling and a lively atmosphere. The comfort food includes authentic fish and chips, and roast beef with gravy. The entrance is round the back of the building and can be hard to find – look for the red ‘Comfort Suites’ sign.

Blue Fig Café BAR

([image: iconphonepng] 5928800; Al-Emir Hashem bin al-Hussein St; mains JD4-8; [image: iconhourspng] 8.30am-1am) Another convivial place to spend an evening, with a chic crowd, pleasant atmosphere and live music several times a week.

Cafes

Some of the cafes in downtown are perfect retreats to write up your journal, tweet a friend, smoke a scented nargileh, meet locals and play cards or backgammon – or to simply watch the world go by. The first group of cafes listed here are generally men only; women, while not unwelcome, may feel uncomfortable.

MOSTLY MEN

Auberge Café COFFEEHOUSE
 Offline map Google map
(Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight) One floor below the Cliff Hotel this gritty Jordanian spot is popular with local men. You’ll have to make your way through the tobacco haze to reach the balcony, which overlooks the main street. You’ll have to fight with the regulars to sit there, mind.

Peace Café COFFEEHOUSE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 079 5297912; Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-midnight) Try to ignore the filthy staircase on your way up to this utterly basic smoking den. If you can land one of the two balcony tables overlooking the street, you’ll have one of the prime vantage points in downtown. As with the Auberge Café, do it like the locals – puff at a nargileh (JD2.500) and just watch the world go by.

WOMEN WELCOME

Downtown, around Hashemite Sq and along Hashemi St, the dozen or more cafes attract locals and tourists alike, especially in summer. The place to be seen at night is anywhere around Abdoun Circle where there are plenty of cool cafes. Take local advice – fashions change frequently in this part of Amman.

Al-Rashid Court Café CAFE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4652994; Al-Malek Faisal St, downtown; tea or coffee from JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight Sat-Thu, 1-11pm Fri) The 1st-floor balcony here is the place to pass an afternoon and survey the chaos of the downtown area below, though competition for seats is fierce. Also known as the Eco-Tourism Café, this is one of the best places for the uninitiated to try a nargileh (JD2). Although you won’t see any local women here, it’s well accustomed to foreign tourists. To find it, look for the flags of the world on the main facade; the entrance is down the side alley.

Books@café CAFE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4650457; Omar bin al-Khattab; mains JD5-12; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight) You may need to keep your sunglasses on when you enter this establishment – the retro floral walls and beaded curtains in psychedelic colours are a fun if dazzling throwback to the ’70s. This is typical modern Jordanian coffeehouse chic and the tasty global food is far less interesting than the hip young Jordanians lounging on sofas in corners or with their noses in a new book. The on-site bookshop stocks Lonely Planet titles.

Darat al-Funun Café CAFE
 Offline map Google map
(Nimer bin Adwan St, downtown; snacks from JD1; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm Sat-Thu) In the heart of a cultural centre, this is a peaceful place to escape from downtown, especially as it’s surrounded by a garden and the ruins of a Byzantine church. Lawrence wrote part of Seven Pillars of Wisdom in the neighbouring house so who knows what creative spirits linger here. Closed during Ramadan.

Shaher’s Penthouse Cafeteria CAFE
 Offline map Google map
(Sahat al-Malek Faysal al-Awal St, downtown; coffee JD3; [image: iconhourspng] 9.30am-11pm) This cosy cafe has a traditionally decorated indoor dining area as well as an outdoor terrace overlooking the street far below. Hussein, the resident musician, will happily play the oud (lute) or violin to provide a cultured counterpoint to the street noise below.

Al Hail Restaurant & Café CAFE

([image: iconphonepng] 78-6702270; Hashemite Sq, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-midnight) A glass of mint tea (JD3) here comes with perhaps the best view of the Citadel on offer downtown. It’s an unpretentious place, despite the decorative well in the front garden, and it’s popular with locals in the evening when the neighbouring theatre is illuminated.

Al-Sendabad Coffee Shop CAFE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4632035; Hashemite Sq, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight) About 150m west of the Roman Theatre, this place has good views over the city (though not of the theatre itself). You can sit on the roof in summer.

Tche Tche Café CAFE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5932020; Abdoun Circle, Jebel Amman; snacks JD1-3; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-11pm) You’ll have to arrive early to get a seat in this bright and buzzing cafe, one of a chain that stretches across the Middle East. Far from a traditional coffeehouse, it’s a hit with Jordanian women who come to smoke nargileh and enjoy the Arabic pop.

Wild Jordan Café CAFE
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4633542; Othman Bin Affan St; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-midnight; mains JD7-12; [image: iconvegpng]) Don’t forget the Wild Jordan Café, which has the best organic teas, coffees and light bites in the capital.
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HIS EXCELLENCY NAYEF HMEIDI AL-FAYEZ: MINISTER OF TOURISM & ANTIQUITIES

His Excellency, the Minister of Tourism & Antiquities, is proud of his country and its heritage. Though quick to identify his own Bedouin and tribal ancestry, which he describes as lying at the root of Jordanian culture, he also emphasises Jordan’s modern role on the international stage. In the following interview, HE Nayef Al-Fayez identifies the key elements that make Jordan a special and unique destination for the visitor, and describes the balance between heritage and progress that must be maintained to safeguard the country’s future.

 With so much heritage, how do you persuade tourists that Jordan is not all about ruins? Jordan is a very modern country, as you can see from Amman, but there is always a link between past and present. That link is the people. In fact, the people are the most wonderful part of our country. Jordanian hospitality is legendary and I read many stories on the internet about visitors who have rediscovered their confidence in people after their interactions with the local communities here. Tourism is a bridge between cultures and we welcome visitors as ‘guests of God’.

 With limited public transport to key destinations, and with high entry fees to national parks and Petra, is it fair to say that Jordan is actively targeting the wealthier tourist? Jordan is open for everyone. We are a small country and we depend a lot on tourism – it is a major pillar of our economy and given the treasures we have, it has the potential to be the number one pillar. We do have plans for scheduled tourist transportation, and we already operate JETT buses to the main destinations, but as with any government our main task is to move the population around at affordable prices. This is why we subsidise public transport. We are working with the private sector, however, to establish transport with guaranteed departures that will benefit all our visitors.

 This year, 2011, has obviously been a tough one with problems in neighbouring countries impacting on tourism to Jordan. What measures have been taken to reassure tourists that Jordan is safe? The Middle East comprises 22 countries and each country is different. The Arab Spring was not about cross-border issues, nor about targeting foreigners. Jordan is what we call the ‘Switzerland of the Middle East’ because of its stability. Studies have been conducted that show that in the last six months it is safer than home for many visitors. As such, Jordan shouldn’t be made guilty by geography!

 To what extent do you have trouble convincing foreign tourists that Jordan is worth visiting as a destination in its own right as opposed to a stopover between Egypt and Syria? We have established the Jordanian Tourism Board to emphasise Jordan’s value as a stand-alone destination. There is plenty of interest for a two-week visit because Jordan is so much more than just Petra. Wadi Rum is a Unesco heritage site, for example, and of course the Bible is your guidebook for the sites of the Holy Land in Jordan. The length of stay has increased and we’re sure it will continue to do so as visitors learn about what we have to offer.

 With water a major problem in the country, how can the demands of tourism be balanced against environmental concerns? Our responsibility is to preserve our heritage sites and natural resources for posterity and we have a Ministry of Environment that takes care of this. In fact, we consume the least water in the region and we have campaigns to educate children to be aware of environmental issues. The young are the future of our country and it is vital they are aware and proud of their inheritance.

 How can visitors play their part in a sustainable future for tourism in Jordan? Integrating with local communities is key – if people feel the value of tourism, they will work hard to preserve and protect sites for the future. But it’s more than that: visitors are touched by the experience of interacting with Jordanian people. That’s what the future of tourism here is about – a sharing of cultures.
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Cinemas

There are several modern cinema complexes that offer recent releases. Ticket prices vary. Programs for cinemas are advertised in the English-language newspapers (Click here). Note that the less-than-salubrious cinemas downtown usually feature Arabic, Indian and Thai films subtitled in Arabic and may not be of much interest to Western visitors. The cinemas listed below are modern complexes showing Western films.

Cinema City CINEMA

([image: iconphonepng] 5527948; Mecca Mall) Far from downtown, Cinema City is best reached by taxi.

Cine Le Royal CINEMA
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4603022; 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman) Part of Le Royal Hotel.

Galleria CINEMA
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5934793; Abdoun Circle, Jebel Amman)

Grand Zara Cinema CINEMA
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4613260; 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman) In the Zara Centre behind the Grand Hyatt, with several fast-food outlets.

 Books@café ([image: iconphonepng] 4650457; Omar bin al-Khattab, downtown) has film nights on Monday. The various cultural centres also show foreign films regularly (check in the English-language media).

Exhibitions & Music

Various foreign cultural centres organise lectures, exhibitions and musical recitals. Darat al-Funun (Click here) often features recitals of classical and traditional music. The Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts (Click here) sometimes has visiting exhibitions of contemporary art.

For the exquisite Arabic art of calligraphy, you can watch a master at work in Hassan Ali Hassan Kanaan’s workshop and gallery ([image: iconphonepng] 0777-888007 or 079-6796391909) downtown. Call ahead for an appointment to view.

Events are advertised in the local English-language newspapers.

Nightclubs

The clubs and lounges inside the top-end hotels offer an international atmosphere, more forgiving of Jordanians who want to let their hair down (both figuratively and literally). Cover charges vary depending on the night and the entertainment but JD15 per person is fairly standard. Locals dress to impress and expect visitors to make a bit of sartorial effort too!

Some of the more established nightspots include the following.

JJ’s NIGHTCLUB
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4651234; Grand Hyatt Amman, Al-Hussein bin Ali St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 8.30pm-late Mon-Sat) The Grand Hyatt’s disco is where Amman’s glamorous set enjoy an evening out. The music varies greatly depending on the whims of the DJ, though it’s always fresh and innovative.

Harir Lounge NIGHTCLUB
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5925205; Abdoun Circle, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 1pm-1am, to 3am Sat & Sun) A flamboyant upper-floor lounge and restaurant, Harir is the place to wear your best threads, especially if you want to feel at home among local socialites.

Kanabayé NIGHTCLUB
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4642830; 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman) A quiet place for a drink, the couches (kanabayé in Arabic) and seductive lighting give this lounge bar a sleek, sexy feel. In a bid to attract a savvy international clientele, Kanabayé mixes it up nightly with everything from Arabic pop to salsa ballads.

Sport

Football (soccer) is followed religiously by most locals. The capital’s two main teams are Wahadat (generally supported by Palestinians) and Faisaly (supported by other Jordanians). The games are mostly played on Friday at the Amman International Stadium Offline map Google map, near Sports City in Shmeisani.

[image: categoryshoppng] Shopping

Jordan has a rich craft tradition and there are several quality craft centres where you can buy handmade items and antiques on Rainbow St and near the InterContinental Hotel. Many of these outlets are run by women’s cooperatives to benefit threatened communities and help preserve the environment. Lots of souvenir shops selling sand bottles, headdresses, miniature brass coffee pots and Bedouin jewellery, are dotted around the tourist sights of downtown. Don’t assume on your travels in Jordan that if you see an item you like, then you will find something similar in Amman – a lot of the arts and crafts are quite localised. SeeClick here for an idea of Jordan’s best buys, hints about where to buy ethically sourced goods that help contribute to the local community, and tips about bargaining, tax and buying antiques.

Mall mania is sweeping through areas of Amman. The biggest is Mecca Mall ([image: iconphonepng] 5527948; Makkah al-Mukarramah Rd) in the northwestern suburbs, with a cinema, bowling alley, video arcade and dozens of restaurants. Abdoun Mall ([image: iconphonepng] 5920246; Al Umawiyeen St, Zahran) is a smaller version of the same concept. There are several others, including a City Mall ([image: iconphonepng] 5868500), on the outskirts of the city.

There are several bookshops selling English language publications and there’s at least a kiosk for maps, guidebooks and newspapers in each top-end hotel. For a bigger selection of reading materials, head for Books@café ([image: iconphonepng] 4650457; Omar bin al-Khattab, downtown).

Jordan River Foundation HANDICRAFTS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4613081; www.jordanriver.jo; Bani Hamida House, Fawzi al-Malouf St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 8.30am-7pm Sat-Thu, 10am-5pm Fri) Supporting top-notch worthy causes through selling equally top-notch crafted items, this shop has become something of an institution in Amman. The showroom supports handloomed rugs from Bani Hamida and exquisite Palestinian-style embroidery. Cushions, camel bags, candles, embroidery, baskets (from Wadi Rayan in the Jordan Valley) and Dead Sea products make it an excellent place to do some gift-buying as the items are less about souvenirs and more about stylish decor. Only the highest-quality pieces make it into the showroom.

Wild Jordan HANDICRAFTS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4633718; Othman bin Affan St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-10pm) The nature store at the Wild Jordan Centre sells beautiful products made in Jordan’s nature reserves, including silver jewellery, organic herbs and jams from Dana, and candles made and decorated by Bedouin women as part of an income- generating project in Feynan. Decorated ostrich eggs are another speciality of this outlet. All profits are returned to the crafts­people and to the nature-reserve projects.

Bawabet al-Sharq HANDICRAFTS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4637424; Abu Bakr as-Siddiq St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-7pm) The ‘Gate of the Orient’ has locally made (some on site) home decor items tending towards the kitsch. Sales benefit several Jordanian women’s groups.

Al-Alaydi Jordan Craft Centre HANDICRAFTS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] /fax 4644555; off Al-Kulliyah al-Islamiyah St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-6pm Sat-Thu) Spread over several floors, this vast showroom includes jewellery, Hebron glassware, Palestinian embroidery, kilims, wood carvings, old kitchen implements and Bedouin tent accessories.

Al-Burgan HANDICRAFTS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4652585; www.alburgan.com; 12 Tala’t Harb St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 9.30am-6.30pm Sat-Thu) Al-Burgan has a smaller selection of items but the staff is knowledgeable and prices are reasonable. It’s behind Jordan InterContinental Hotel.

Oriental Souvenirs Store SOUVENIRS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4642820; 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-7pm Sat-Thu) This friendly, family-run store is more rustic than the others listed here, but it’s something of an Aladdin’s Cave.

Artisana SOUVENIRS
 Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] /fax 4647858; Mansour Kraishan St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 9.30am-6pm Sat-Thu) This excellent small showroom has a wide range that includes scarves, bottles of holy water from the Jordan River and reproductions of the famous 6000-year-old statues from Ain Ghazal.

Beit al-Bawadi CERAMICS

([image: iconphonepng] 5930070; www.beitalbawadi.com; Fawzi al-Qawoaji St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-6pm Sat-Thu) This is the place for quality ceramics, created to support local artisans, whom you can see working in the basement. Designs are both traditional and modern (lampshades and dinner sets), some decorated with Arabic calligraphy, and pieces cost around JD50 to JD80.

Silsal Ceramics CERAMICS

([image: iconphonepng] 5931128; Innabeh St, North Abdoun; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-6pm Sat-Thu) Has a small showroom of superb modern pottery. If you’re coming along Zahran St from 5th Circle, it’s the third small street on the right.
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Emergency

The tourist police have an office at the Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities and there is a small tourist-police booth on Hashemi St near the Roman Theatre.

 Ambulance ([image: iconphonepng] 911)

 Fire department ([image: iconphonepng] 911)

 Police ([image: iconphonepng] 911)

 Tourist Police ([image: iconphonepng] 4603360, ext 254; Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, ground fl, Al-Mutanabbi St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-9pm)

 Traffic police/accidents ([image: iconphonepng] 911)


 [image: info]


CROSSING THE STREET IN AMMAN

When you first arrive in Amman, one of your greatest challenges is likely to be making it safely to the other side of the street. This is especially true of the downtown area, although the faster-moving thoroughfares elsewhere also pose a serious hazard to your health. Contrary to what you may think, Amman’s drivers have no desire to run you over; they just want to get to their destination as quickly as possible.

The installation of more traffic lights has made the situation a little easier, but you’ll still have a better chance of survival if you follow a few simple ‘rules’. In slow-moving traffic, the name of the game is brinkmanship – whoever yields last will win. A car missing you by inches may scare the hell out of you but is actually a normal and precisely calculated course of events.

Cross wide roads a lane at a time – if you wait for a big gap you’ll be there all day. Some unscrupulous travellers have even been known to hail a taxi so that it will block traffic and give them a lane’s head start. Make your decision and then don’t hesitate – Amman’s drivers will make their decisions based on a reasonable assumption of what you’ll do next.

Above all, have patience; an extra minute’s wait is infinitely preferable to a nasty accident. And if all else fails, put your pride behind you and ask some old lady to lead you by the hand – or at least follow in her slipstream.




Internet Access

Amman has plenty of internet cafes, particularly in downtown. Most hotels now offer wi-fi connectivity and/or use of a PC with internet for minimal or no charge.

 Books@café ([image: iconphonepng] 4650457; Omar bin al-Khattab, downtown; per hr JD2; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight) A professional set-up with fast connections.

 Internet Yard ([image: iconphonepng] 5509569; dweib@joinnet.com.jo; Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; per hr JD1; [image: iconhourspng] 9.30am-midnight)

 Meeranet ([image: iconphonepng] 5695956; Ilya Abu Madhi St, Shmeisani; per hr JD2; [image: iconhourspng] 24hr)

 Welcome Internet ([image: iconphonepng] 4620206; Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; per hr JD1; [image: iconhourspng] 10.30am-1am)

Media

 Jordan Today is a free monthly booklet that includes a Yellow Pages listing of embassies, airlines, travel agencies and car-rental companies in both Amman and Aqaba, as well as restaurant listings and news of upcoming events.

The monthly Where to Go includes a useful collection of Amman restaurant menus. To track down a copy of either, ask at one of the tourist offices or at top-end hotels and restaurants.

The English-language Jordan Times and Star newspapers both print entertainment listings and useful phone numbers.

Medical Services

Amman has more than 20 hospitals and some of the best medical facilities available in the Middle East. The English-language Jordan Times and Star list hospitals and doctors on night duty throughout the capital. They also publish a list of pharmacies open after-hours.

 Al-Khalidi Medical Centre ([image: iconphonepng] 4644281; www.kmc.jo; Bin Khaldoun St, Jebel Amman) Southwest of 3rd Circle.

 Islamic Hospital ([image: iconphonepng] 5101010; just off Al-Malek al-Hussein St, Jebel al-Hussein)

 Italian Hospital ([image: iconphonepng] 4777101; Italian St, downtown)

 Jacob’s Pharmacy ([image: iconphonepng] 4644945; 3rd Circle, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-3am) One of the more conveniently located pharmacies.

 Palestine Hospital ([image: iconphonepng] 5607071; Al-Malekah Alia St, Shmeisani)

 University Hospital ([image: iconphonepng] 5353666; University of Jordan complex, northern Amman) Located about 10km northwest of downtown. Take any minibus or service taxi to Salt from Raghadan bus station or charter a taxi.

Money

Changing money in Amman is quick and easy, especially since there are dozens of banks downtown and in Jebel Amman, the two areas most visitors are likely to find themselves. The Arab Bank, Jordan Gulf Bank and the Housing Bank for Trade & Finance are among those with widespread ATMs for Visa and MasterCard, while Jordan National Bank and HSBC ATMs allow you to extract dinars from your MasterCard and are Cirrus-compatible. The Housing Bank has an ATM in the arrivals hall at Queen Alia International Airport after passing through customs. Although there’s a bank before immigration it is not always open so make sure you have some local currency to buy your Jordanian visa.

Many moneychangers are located along Al-Malek Faisal St in downtown. For changing travellers cheques, try Sahloul Exchange Co (ground fl, Aicco Bldg, Al-Malek Faisal St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-7pm Sat-Thu).

Post

There are lots of small post offices around town (ask your hotel for the nearest), including at the Jordan InterContinental Hotel between 2nd and 3rd Circles in Jebel Amman, and in the Housing Bank Centre in Shmeisani.

If you wish to send a large parcel home by post you must first weigh the item at the Parcel Post Office, in an alleyway behind the central post office in downtown (it looks more like a shop, so look out for the weighing machine on the counter). Then take it unwrapped to the nearby Customs Office, diagonally opposite (look for the sign with the word ‘Customs’ in English on the crest), where a customs declaration must be completed. Then take the parcel back to the Parcel Post Office for packing and paying.

 Central Post Office (Al-Amir Mohammed St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 7.30am-5pm Sat-Thu, 8am-1.30pm Fri)

 Customs Office ([image: iconhourspng] 8am-2pm Thu-Sat) Diagonally opposite the Parcel Post Office.

 Parcel Post Office (Omar al-Khayyam St, downtown; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-3pm Mon-Thu & Sun, to 2pm Sat)

Telephone

There is no central telephone office in Amman. To make a local call, use a telephone in your hotel (ask the price and minimum call length before dialling), or one of the numerous payphones (Click here for more information). Telephone cards are available at shops close to telephone booths and grocery stores around town.

The private telephone agencies around downtown are the cheapest places for international and domestic calls.

 Communication International (Nimer Bin Adwan St, downtown) charges 200 fils per minute to North America and Europe through a mobile phone.

Tourist Information

 Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities ([image: iconphonepng] 4603360, ext 254; fax 4646264; ground fl, Al-Mutanabbi St, Jebel Amman; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-9pm) The most useful place for information is this office, southwest of the 3rd Circle, which is also the centre for the tourist police. The staff is friendly, and speaks good English.

 Wild Jordan Centre ([image: iconphonepng] 4616523; www.rscn.org.jo; Othman Bin Affan St, downtown) Provides information and bookings for activities and accommodation in any of Jordan’s nature reserves, including Dana and Wadi Mujib. The centre is run by the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN; Click here). There’s also a small crafts shop and organic cafe here.

Visa Extensions

You must extend your visa if you wish to stay in Jordan longer. This is a relatively simple process but takes some paperwork – Click here for details.

 Al-Madeenah Police Station ([image: iconphonepng] 4657788; 1st fl, Al-Malek Faisal St, downtown) Opposite the Arab Bank. Start the process of lodging your paperwork here.

 Muhajireen Police Station (Markaz Amn Muhajireen; Click here; Al-Ameerah Basma bin Talal Rd, downtown) West of the downtown area. Police stations are usually open for extensions from 10am to 3pm Saturday to Thursday, although it’s best to go in the morning. Complete the process at this station.
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For information about international services to/from Amman, Click here.

Air

Amman is the main arrival and departure point for international flights, although some touch down in Aqaba as well.

The head office for Royal Jordanian Airlines
Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 5100000; www.rj.com; Al-Malekah Noor St, Shmeisani) is inconveniently located in the Housing Bank Centre (9th floor). There are more convenient offices in the Jordan InterContinental  ([image: iconphonepng] 4644267) and along Al-Malek al-Hussein St.

The Royal Jordanian subsidiary, Royal Wings  ([image: iconphonepng] 4895103; www.royalwings.com.jo), has an office at Marka Airport, but it’s easier to book and confirm tickets at a Royal Jordanian office in town.

See Click here for contact details of airlines that fly to Amman.

Bus, Minibus & Service Taxis

There are two main bus and minibus stations in Amman, the north station (serving northern destinations and sometimes referred to as Tabarbour) and the south bus station (serving southern destinations and sometimes referred to as Wahadat).

In addition, there are smaller bus stations serving specific destinations such as the Dead Sea, as well as private coaches from the JETT and Trust offices.

Service taxis are generally faster, but they don’t always follow fixed schedules. They depart from the same stations as the minibuses.

All departures are more frequent in the morning and most dry up completely after sunset.

MAIN PUBLIC BUS STATIONS

 North Bus Station (Tabarbour) Located in the northern suburbs, this station offers services to the north. A taxi to this station from downtown costs from JD3. Fairly regular minibuses and service taxis leave between 7am and 6.30pm for the following destinations: Ajloun (900 fils, every 30 minutes, two hours), Jerash (800 fils, hourly, 1¼ hours) and Madaba (750 fils, every 10 minutes from 6am to 8pm, 45 minutes). Services are also available for Deir Alla (for Pella, one hour), Fuheis (45 minutes), Irbid (two hours), Ramtha (two hours), Salt (45 minutes) and Zarqa (for Azraq, 30 minutes); all these services cost under JD1.

There’s also a daily airport bus (JD3, every 30 minutes from 6.15am to midnight, 45 minutes).

 South Bus Station (Wahadat) Almost all buses and service taxis heading south leave from this station in the southern suburbs by Middle East Circle (Duwaar Sharq al-Awsat). A taxi to this station from downtown costs from JD2.500.

For Petra, minibuses and service taxis (JD5, four hours) depart for Wadi Musa when full from the far corner of the lot between around 7am and 4pm. Buses to Aqaba (JD5.500, five hours) leave every two hours or so until 9pm. There are regular buses to Karak (JD1.650, two hours) until 5pm, Shobak (JD4, 2½ hours) and Ma’an (JD2.750, three hours). Most services stop running around 4pm.

For Dana there are three buses a day from 11am for Qadsiyya (JD3, three hours); otherwise take a bus to Tafila (JD2.550, 2½ hours) and change.

There are semiregular service taxis to Karak (JD3, 2½ hours), Ma’an (JD6, three hours) and also infrequently to Aqaba (JD10, five hours).

OTHER PUBLIC BUS STATIONS

The Abdali Bus Station
Offline map Google map
 (Al-Malek al-Hussein St, Jebel Amman) is a 20-minute walk (2km uphill) from downtown; service taxi 6 or 7 from Cinema al-Hussein St goes right by. This is the station to use for air-conditioned buses and service taxis for international destinations, especially Syria (Click here). The bus station is transformed into a giant flea market on Fridays and there are plans to redevelop the entire site as part of an ambitious urban regeneration project.

The Muhajireen Bus Station is opposite the Muhajireen police station. Minibuses to Wadi as-Seer leave frequently from here during daylight hours (300 fils, 30 minutes). There are also services to Madaba and Mt Nebo (500 fils, 45 minutes) between 6am and 5pm.

Minibuses for the Dead Sea leave from here. There are no direct services: the route involves a minibus to Shuneh al-Janubiyyeh (South Shuna, JD1, 45 minutes) and then a wait for another minibus to Suweimah. At Suweimah, you’ll have to hire a taxi or hitch for the last stretch. It has to be said that few will want to attempt this route, which is unreliable and can leave you stranded in the Jordan Valley. More recommendable is to take a taxi or a tour straight to the Dead Sea from one of the downtown hotels in Amman (or the Black Iris Hotel or Mariam Hotel in Madaba).

The Raghadan Bus Station in downtown Amman is a few minutes’ walk east of the Roman Theatre. It is mainly used for service taxis to surrounding suburbs although there is talk of widening the network with minibuses to nearby towns.

PRIVATE COACH STATIONS

The domestic JETT office ([image: iconphonepng] 5664146; www.jett.com.jo; Al-Malek al-Hussein St, Shmeisani) is about 500m northwest of the Abdali bus station. Passengers board the bus outside the office. There are six buses daily to Aqaba (JD7.500, five hours, 7am, 9am, 11am, 2pm, 4pm and 6pm), and one bus to King Hussein Bridge (JD7.250, one hour, 7am), for entry into Israel and the Palestinian Territories. There are daily services to Irbid (JD1.900, every 30 minutes from 6am to 7.30pm, two hours).

A daily JETT bus connects Amman with Petra, largely designed for those wanting to visit on a day trip. The service leaves at 6.30am (single/return JD8/16, three hours) and drops passengers off at Petra Visitor Centre in Wadi Musa at 9.30am. The return bus leaves at 4pm so bear in mind this option leaves very little time for visiting the sites of Petra.

A weekly Jett bus departs for Amman Beach at the Dead Sea (single JD8) on Fridays at 8am and returns at 4pm. If there are insufficient passengers, however, the service is cancelled.

 Trust International Transport ([image: iconphonepng] 5813427) has daily buses to Aqaba (JD7, four daily, four hours) between 7.30am and 7pm. All buses leave from the office inconveniently located at 7th Circle, near the Safeway shopping centre. A taxi to/from downtown costs JD2.500 to JD3. Trust also has a booking office ([image: iconphonepng] 4644627) at Abdali bus station. Other services, such as to Irbid and to Damascus in Syria, are sometimes on offer. Check with the office for current timings.

 Hijazi Travel & Tours ([image: iconphonepng] 02-724 0721) runs daily buses to Irbid (JD1.900, every 15 to 20 minutes from 6am to 7pm, 1½ hours). The buses leave from the North Bus Station.


 [image: info]


TAKING A TAXI IN AMMAN

Only the brave or the foolhardy would sit behind the wheel in Amman, where driving is complicated by extremely complex roads twisting around the contours of the city’s many hills, and is further made miserable by dense, unpredictable traffic. Buses are slow and unreliable and you need to be in the right place at the right time to rely on a service taxi. Without doubt, therefore, the best way of getting around is to do what the locals do and hop in a cab.

Most drivers of private taxis use the meter as a matter of course, but some may refuse to do so – or may simply refuse the ride. This is not necessarily indicative of an intention to overcharge: meter charges are set by the government and often don’t reflect the realities of petrol price rises and the unprofitable business of waiting in long traffic queues, especially in congested downtown traffic.

If you’re in town for a couple of days, it’s well worth identifying a taxi driver who speaks English and who is used to working with tourists. These gear-stick warriors of the city have Knowledge to rival a London cabby, knowing every shortcut and unusual attraction in town and ensuring you don’t get stuck for hours in a queue. They’ll drop you off and pick you up at the time of your choice and if they’re on another fare when you call, they’ll often send a reliable friend. Many of these drivers are willing and able to take visitors on longer trips around Amman, to Jerash, the Dead Sea or the desert castles.

Ask at your hotel for a recommended driver or contact Mosa Kanan ([image: iconphonepng] 079-9966621), a veteran English-speaking driver of Palestinian origin. With over 30 years of experience and an expert knowledge of tourist travel patterns, this taxi driver is highly recommended by many travellers. Another safe pair of hands is Shawki Dahier ([image: iconphonepng] 079-5818993; shawki -drive@yahoo.com) who speaks excellent English and has similar experience in taking visitors on extended out-of-city tours. Both drivers cover destinations throughout Jordan.




Car

The transport chapter covers general information on driving in Jordan. Listed here are reliable local and international car-rental agencies. There are many more to choose from in King Abdullah Gardens, where there is a collection of around 50 car-rental companies.

 Avis ([image: iconphonepng] 5699420, 24hr line 777-397405; www.avis.com.jo; King Abdullah Gardens, Shmeisani) Branches at the airport, Hotel Le Royal and Hotel InterContinental.

 Budget ([image: iconphonepng] 5698131; www.budgetjordan.com; 125 Abdul Hameed Sharaf St, Shmeisani)

 Europcar ([image: iconphonepng] 5655581; www.europcar.jo; Isam Al-Ajlouni St, Shmeisani) Branches at Radisson SAS and King Abdullah Gardens.

 Firas Car Rental ([image: iconphonepng] 4612927; 1st Circle, Jebel Amman) The agent for Alamo Car Rental.

 Hertz ([image: iconphonepng] 5920926, 24hr line at airport 4711771; www.hertz.com; King Abdullah Gardens, Shmeisani) Offices at the airport, Grand Hyatt and Sheraton.

 National Car Rental ([image: iconphonepng] /fax 5601350, 24hr line 5591731; www.1stjordan.net/national; Le Meridien) Also has offices at Amman Marriott and Sheraton hotels.

 Reliable Rent-a-Car ([image: iconphonepng] 5929676; www. reliable.com.jo; 19 Fawzi al-Qawoaji St, Abdoun)



SERVICE TAXI ROUTES

All departure points are listed on Click here.

 Service taxi 1 From Basman St for 4th Circle.

 Service taxi 2 From Basman St for 1st and 2nd Circles.

 Service taxi 3 From Basman St for 3rd and 4th Circles.

 Service taxi 4 From the side street near the central post office for Jebel Weibdeh.

 Service taxi 6 From Cinema al-Hussein St for the Ministry of the Interior Circle, past Abdali station and JETT international and domestic offices.

 Service taxi 7 From Cinema al-Hussein St, up Al-Malek al-Hussein St, past Abdali station and King Abdullah Mosque, and along Suleiman al-Nabulsi St for Shmeisani.

 Service taxis 25 & 26 From Italian St, downtown, to the top of Jebel al-Ashrafiyeh and near Abu Darwish Mosque.

 Service taxi 27 From Italian St to Middle East Circle for Wahadat station.

 Service taxi 35 From opposite the Amman Palace Hotel, passing close to the Muhajireen Police Station.

 Service taxi 38 From downtown to Makkah al-Mukarramah Rd.
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To/From the Airports

Queen Alia International Airport is 35km south of the city. The Airport Express Bus
Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 0880 022006, 4451531) runs between the airport and the North Bus Station (Tabarbour), passing through the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Circles en route. This service runs hourly between 7am and 11pm, and at 1am and 3am, from the airport daily. From Amman, it runs from at 6am to 10pm hourly and at 2am and 4am. Sariyah buses (JD3, 45 minutes) run every 30 minutes between 6.15am and midnight. From the airport, buses depart from outside the arrivals hall of Terminal 2. Buy your ticket from the booth at the door.

There are branches of Avis
Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 5699420) and Hertz
Offline map Google map
  ([image: iconphonepng] 4711771) and other car-rental companies. Those that don’t have an office at the airport will meet you at the airport or otherwise will arrange for you to pick up a car from there.

The quickest and easiest way to reach the airport is by private taxi (JD20 to JD25 from downtown).

To get to Marka Airport, take a service taxi for 200 fils from Raghadan station.

Bus

Buses 26, 27, 28, 41 and 43 can be useful for getting to downtown – if you have the patience to wait and enough Arabic to communicate with the driver. Tickets cost around 70 fils.

For 7th Circle, take bus 41 or anything headed to Wadi as-Seer.

Taxi

PRIVATE TAXI

Private taxis are painted yellow. They are abundant, can be flagged from the side of the road and fares are cheap. A taxi from downtown to Shmeisani, for example, costs JD2.500 and it’s JD3 to Tabarbour. For longer journeys around town, then you’re best off agreeing a price per hour (JD10 was the current going rate at the time of writing).

SERVICE TAXI

These white cabs are shared taxis that stick to specific routes and are not permitted to leave the city limits. Fares cost from 350 fils per seat, and you usually pay the full amount regardless of where you get off. After 8pm, the price for all service taxis goes up by 25%.

There can be long queues at rush hour (8am to 9am and 5pm to 6pm). The cars queue up and usually start at the bottom of a hill – you get into the last car and unusually the whole line rolls back a car space and so on.

AROUND AMMAN

With the exception of downtown, uncovering remnants of the ancients is no easy task in Amman as the capital is largely a 20th-century creation. However, you don’t have to look far beyond the city limits for historical reminders of the country’s illustrious past. Indeed, the outskirts of the capital are home to Roman ruins, biblical landmarks, Byzantine churches and Ottoman structures, all of which are set against beautiful landscapes that are a world apart from the streets of Amman. All of the destinations listed in this section can be reached on a half-day trip from Amman.


[image: 10-around-amman-jor8]




Around Amman


[image: sights] Sights

1Ad-Deir (Monastery)B2

2 Amman Waves C1

3Cave of Seven Sleepers (Ahl al-Kahf)D2

4 Qasr al-Abad B2

5 Roman Aqueduct B1




Activities, Courses & Tours

6 Bisharat Golf Course C2

7 Royal Racing Club C2
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8Kan Zeman RestaurantC1



[image: shopping] Shopping

Handicraft Stores(see 8)

9 Iraq Al-Amir Handicraft Village B1






Wadi as-Seer & Iraq al-Amir

West of the capital lies the fertile Wadi as-Seer, standing in marked contrast to the treeless plateau surrounding Amman. The stream-fed valley is lined with cypress trees, and dotted with fragrant orchards and olive groves. In the springtime, particularly April and May, as-Seer plays host to spectacular wildflower blooms that include the Jordanian national flower, the black iris.

The village itself, which is largely Circassian in origin, is now virtually part of sprawling western Amman. However, there still remains a sense of distinct community, especially in the Ottoman stone buildings and mosque that lie at the centre of the village. The main attractions of the area, however, lie further down the wadi.

About 4km past Wadi as-Seer, on the road to the village of Iraq al-Amir, you can spot part of an ancient Roman aqueduct Offline map. Shortly past the aqueduct, look up to the hillside on the left to a facade cut into the rock. Known as Ad-Deir (monastery; Click here), it most likely served as an elaborate medieval dovecote.

If you continue for a further 6km, you’ll come to the caves of Iraq al-Amir (Caves of the Prince). The caves are arranged in two tiers – the upper tier forms a long gallery (partially damaged during a mild earthquake in 1999) along the cliff face. The 11 caves were once used as cavalry stables, though locals have taken to using them to house their goats and store fodder. Steps lead up to the caves from the paved road – keep an eye out for the ancient Hebrew inscription near the entrance.

Opposite the caves is the village of Iraq al-Amir, home to the Iraq al-Amir Handicraft Village Offline map ([image: iconhourspng] 8am-4pm, closed Fri), selling handmade pottery, fabrics, carpets and paper products. The project was founded by the Noor al-Hussein Foundation, and employs many women from the surrounding area. Profits are returned to the community.

About 700m further down the road, just visible from the caves, is the small but impressive Qasr al-Abad Offline map (Palace of the Slave; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] daylight hours). Despite appearances and indeed its name, it was most likely built as a fortified villa rather than a military fort. Its precise age isn’t known, though it’s thought that it was built by Hyrcanus of the powerful Jewish Tobiad family sometime between 187 and 175 BC. Although never completed, much of the palace has been reconstructed, and it remains an impressive site.

The palace was built from some of the biggest blocks of any ancient structure in the Middle East – the largest is 7m by 3m. The blocks were only 20cm or so thick, making the whole edifice quite flimsy, and susceptible to the earthquake that flattened it in AD 362. Today, the setting and the animal carvings on the exterior walls are the highlights. Look for the carved panther fountain on the ground floor, the eroded eagles on the corners and the lioness with cubs on the upper storey of the back side.

The gatekeeper will open the interior, as well as a small museum (which includes drawings of what the complex once looked like) for a tip of JD1. If he’s not around, ask for the miftah (key) at the small shop near the gate.
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Minibuses leave regularly from the Muhajireen bus station (Al-Ameerah Basma bin Talal St, Amman) for Wadi as-Seer village (300 fils, 30 minutes) and less frequently from the Raghadan bus station in downtown. From Wadi as-Seer, take another minibus – or walk about 10km, mostly downhill – to the caves. Look for the signpost to the Iraq al-Amir Handicraft Village, which is virtually opposite the stairs to the caves. Alternatively take bus 26 from Shabsough St in downtown to its terminus and then change to a bus for Wadi as-Seer or take a taxi. From the caves, it’s an easy stroll down to the qasr (but a little steep back up).

If you’re driving, head west from 8th Circle and follow the main road, which twists through Wadi as-Seer village.

Cave of Seven Sleepers (Ahl al-Kahf)

The legend of the ‘seven sleepers’ has several parallels throughout literature. It involves seven Christian boys who were persecuted by the Roman Emperor Trajan, then escaped to a cave and slept there for 309 years. This is one of several locations (the most famous being Ephesus in Turkey) that claim to be that cave. Inside the main cave (admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-6pm) – also known as Ahl al-Kahf (Cave of the People) – are eight smaller tombs that are sealed, though one has a hole in it through which you can see a creepy collection of human bones. Above and below the cave are the remains of two mosques. About 500m west of the cave is a large Byzantine cemetery, the tombs of which are sadly full of rubbish.

The cave is to the right of a large new mosque complex in the village of Rajib, off the road from Amman to Sabah. Buses from Amman to Sabah pass 500m from the mosque; catch them at Wahadat bus station (less than 500 fils, 15 minutes). Alternatively, take a minibus from Quraysh St in downtown, ask for ‘al-Kahf’ and the driver will show you where to get off to change for a Sabah bus. The easiest way there is by chartered taxi (around JD8 each way).

Fuheis

[image: iconphonepng] 06 / POP >5000 / ELEV 1050M

Just 15km northwest of Amman, this pleasant village is famous for fruit growing and, somewhat incongruously, cement production. First built in about 2000 BC, Fuheis is now a largely Christian village, with several Orthodox and Catholic churches. The main reason for a visit, however, is to have lunch or dinner in the town’s celebrated restaurant.

The Jordanian cuisine at the Zuwwadeh Restaurant ([image: iconphonepng] 4721528; mains JD6-14; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-midnight) is delicious, especially the fatteh (fried bread) with hummus, meat or chicken and pine nuts – the ‘wedding fatteh ’ is complemented by tomato and cardamom. You can choose between shady outdoor tables or an intimate indoor dining area, and most nights there are live oud performances upstairs (after 7pm). Highly popular with locals and discerning expats from Amman, the ambience is lively and warm, helped much by the jovial, attentive staff.
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Fuheis is easy to reach by minibus from Abdali bus station in Amman (500 fils, 40 minutes). The town is also connected to Wadi as-Seer, making it possible to visit both destinations as a day trip from Amman. If you’re dining at the restaurant, it’s best to pre-arrange a chartered taxi back to Amman for around JD10.

The minibus stop in the older Al-Rawaq neighbourhood (also known as il-balad ) is at a roundabout, close to the Zuwwadeh Restaurant and marked by a statue of St George (known locally as Giorgis) slaying a dragon.





End of sample
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muttabal — eggplant dip
similar to baba ghanouj but
creamier

sambousek — meat and
pine-nut pastry

shanklish — tangy and salty
dried white cheese, some-
times grilled, sometimes in
asalad

tabbouleh — salad of
cracked (bulgur) wheat,
parsley and tomato
treedah — egg, yoghurt and
meat

yalenjeh — stuffed vine
leaves

MAIN DISHES

fareekeh - similar to
maglubbeh but with cracked
wheat

fasoolyeh — bean stew
gallayah - traditional
Bedouin meal of chicken
with tomatoes, other vegeta-
bles, garlic and Arabic spices
Kofta — meatballs, often in

a stew

maglubbeh — steamed rice
topped with grilled slices

of eggplant or meat, grilled
tomato, cauliflower and pine
nuts

mulukiyyeh - spinach stew
with chicken or meat pieces
musakhan — baked chicken
served on bread with onions,
olive oil and pine nuts
sawani — meat or vegetables
cooked on trays in a wood-
burning oven

sawda dajaj — chicken livers
with grenadine syrup and
lemon

shish tawouq — grilled bone-
less chicken served with
bread and onions

shwarma — chicken or lamb
sliced off a spit and stuffed
in a pocket of pita-type
bread with chopped toma-
toes and garnish

DESSERT

ftir jibneh — large pastries
haliwat al-jibneh — a soft
doughy pastry filled with
cream cheese

halva - soft sesame paste,
like nougat

kunafa — shredded dough on
top of cream cheese smoth-
ered in syrup

‘ma‘amoul - biscuits stuffed
with dates and pistachio nuts
and dipped in rose water
m'shekel - a form of baklava
muhalabiyya - rice pudding,
made with rose water
wharbat — triangular pas-
tries with custard inside

STAPLES

khobz — bread

labneh - yoghurt
makarone - all varieties of
pasta

ruz - rice

shurba - soup

sukkar — sugar

MEAT & FISH
farooj — chicken

hamour - a grouper-like fish
from the Red Sea

ibda — liver
amak — fish

VEGETABLES
das — lentils

anadura — tomato
atata - potato
hadrawat - vegetables
hiyar - cucumber

RUIT
attikh — watermelon

- orange
inab — grape

mish-mish — apricot
moz - banana

umman — pomegranate
tamr - date

in — fig

tufah - apple

OTHER DISHES &
CONDIMENTS

il il - chillies

umach — red-spice mix
tahini - sesame-seed paste
torshi — pink pickled
vegetables

um — garlic

-aatar — thyme blend
ayt - olive oil

aytun — olives

DRINKS

sir — juice

arkade — sweetened hibis-
us tea

maya at-ta‘abiyya - mineral
water

jahwa — coffee
efeeha — lemon and mint
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Archaeological Around Contactan organi-  p268

Digs Madaba, Mt~ sation involved in
Nebo, Karak  archacology in
andPetra Jordan before you

arrive.

HOW/HOW MUCH _ ALSO SEE.

Even if you don't have much
experience,it's possible to
joina dig.

Camel treks Petraand

D30 for two hours  p181and

Choose a mounted rather
than a walking guide for a
more authentic experience.

Wadi Rum p217
Cycling Danaand  Cycling p3
King'sHigh-  Association
way (wwwcycling
jordan.com)

Bring your own bicycle and
spare parts.

Hiking Jordan'sNa-  Royal Society  p3l0
tureReserves for the Con-
servation of
Nature (RSCN;
106-4616523;
WWWISCTLOrg o)

Don't expect an organised
network of routes, with sign-
posts and watering holes en
foute: most hiking in Jordan
isanad hoc affair passing
through smallvillages.

Horseback Petraand

Rum Horses  pi8land

‘Arare chance to ride an Arabi-
an stallion. Prior knowledge of
horseback riding is necessary
and don't expect a helmet

Riding WadiRum  (72033508,079- p218
5802108; www.
wadirumhorses
com)

Hot Springs Se Entrance feesvary.  pl7

andKing's
Highway

Hot spring water contains
potassium, magnesium

and calcium, among other
minerals with reputed health
benefits.

Rock Climbing ~ Wadi Rum

The following web-  p219
sites detail routes:

www rumguides.

com and www.

wadi

Popular climbs all around
Jordan are detailed in the

excellent books witten by
Tony Howard and Di Taylor.

Running Amman,
DeadSeaand Harriers (http://  and

HashHouse  pl9

WadiRum  hashemitehhh.  p20

es.COl

Turkish Baths  Amman, - Around JD25,in- P60

Madaba,  cluding massage
Wadi Musa
and Agaba

m

Dubbed drinkers with a run-
ning problem’ on its website,
the HHH organises local runs

‘Agreat antidote for aching
muscles, the hammam is:
otherwise known as a Turk-
ish bath. Women should call
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GENERAL
GLOSSARY

This glossary lists terms
used in this book that may
be unfamiliar to those living
outside Jordan. Most are
Arabic words commonly
used in Jordan but some ab-
breviations are also included,
See the boxed text (p338)

for architectural terminology,

which may come in handy
when visiting ancient sights
such as Petra and Jerash.
abeyya — women's floor-
length, black over-garment
abu - father of..

agal - black headrope used
to hold a keffiyeh in place
ain (ayoun) — spring or well
amir - see emir

arak — alcoholic spirit
ASEZA — Agaba Special
Economic Zone Authority
Ayyubid dynasty - the
dynasty founded by Saladin
(Salah ad-Din) in Egypt in
1169

bab (abwab) - gate

Badia — stony desert
Bedouin (pl Bedu) — no-
madic desert dweller

beit — house

beit ash-sha’ar — goat-hair
Bedouin tent

bin - son of...; also ibn

; caliph - Islamic ruler

caravanserai - large inn en-
closing a courtyard, provid-
ing accommodation and a
marketplace for caravans
rcassians — Muslims from
he Caucasus who emi-
grated to Jordan in the 19th
century
Decapolis (Latin) - literally
10 cities’; this term refers to
anumber of ancient cities in
he Roman Empire, including
Amman and Jerash
deir — monastery
eid - Islamic feast
Eid al-Adha - Feast of Sac-
rifice marking the pilgrimage
0 Mecca
Eid al-Fitr — Festival of
Breaking the Fast, cel-
ebrated throughout the
slamic world at the end of
Ramadan
emir — Islamic ruler, leader,
military commander or
governor; literally “prince’
haj - the pilgrimage to
Mecca
hammam(at) - natural
hot springs; also a Turkish
steam bath
haram - forbidden area
hejab — woman’s headscarf
n - son of...; also bin
balad - downtown; the

imam - religious leader
jebel - hill or mountain
JETT - Jordan Express
Travel & Tourism; the major
private bus company in
Jordan

JTB - Jordan Tourism Board
Keffiyeh — checked scarf
worn by Arab men

Kilim - flat, woven mat
Koran - see Quran

Kufic - a type of highly
stylised old Arabic script
mafrash - rugs

‘maidan — town or city
square

malek - king

malekah — queen

Mamiuk dynasty — Muslim
dynasty named for a former
slave and soldier class:
mamluk is literally ‘slaves’
medina — old walled centre
of any Islamic city

mezze - starters, appetisers
mihrab - niche in the wall of
amosque that indicates the
direction of Mecca

minaret — tower on top of a
mosque

muezzin — mosque of-

ficial who calls the faithful
to prayer, often from the
minaret

Nabataean - ancient trad-
ing civilisation based around
Petra

nargileh — water pipe used
to smoke tobacco (used
mainly by men)

oud — Arabic lute

PLO - Palestine Liberation
Organisation

qala'at — castle or fort

qasr - castle or palace
qibla - direction of Mecca
Quran - holy book of Islam
qusayr — small castle or
palace

Ramadan — Muslim month
of fasting

RSCN - Royal Society for
the Conservation of Nature
Saladin — (Salah ad-Din in
Arabic) Kurdish warlord who
re-took Jerusalem from the
Crusaders; founder of the
Ayyubid dynasty

servees — service taxi
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Petra

WALKING TOUR
Splendid though it is, the Treasury is
not the full stop of avisit to Petra that
many people may imagine. In some way
it’s just the semicolon - a place to pause
after the exertions of the Siq, before
exploring the other remarkable sights
and wonders just around the corner.
Even if you're on a tight schedule or

worried the bus won't wait, try to find
another two hours in your itinerary

to complete this walking tour. Our
illustration shows the key highlights of
the route, as you wind through Wadi Musa
from the SiqlEl, pause at the Treasury B3
and pass the tombs of the broader Outer
siqEJ. With energy and a stout pair

of shoes, climb to the High Place of
Sacrifice £ for a magnificent eagle’s-eye
view of Petra. Return to the Street of
Facades [ and the Theatre [J. Climb
the steps opposite to the Urn Tomb
and neighbouring Silk Tomb [J: these
Royal Tombs are particularly magnificent
in the golden light of sunset.

Is the thought of all that walking
putting you off? Don't let it! There are
donkeys to help you with the steep ascents
and Bedouin stalls for a reviving herb tea.
If you run out of steam, camels are on
standby for a ride back to the Treasury.

TOP TIPS

»Morning Glory From around 7am
in summer and 8am in winter, watch
the early morning sun siide down the
Treasury facade.

» Pink City Stand opposite the Royal
Tombs at sunset (around 4pm in win-
ter and 5pm in summer) to learn how
Petra earned its nickname.

» Floral Tribute Petra’s oleanders
flower in May.

High Place of
Sacrifice

Imagine the ancients
treading the stone
steps and i take
your mind offthe steep
ascent The hilltop
platform was used for
incense-burning and
libation-pouring in
honour of forgotten
gods

Treasury
As youwatchthesun cut aross the facade, notce ow tights
uptheladders on ithr sideof Petra’s mosticonicbuiding

These stone indents were most probably used for scaffolding.

Outer Siq

Take time toinspect
the tombs just past i
the Treasury. Some -
appeartohavea

basement but,in

“+ Street of Facades

| facttheyshowhow U Gastan eyeat the upperstoreys of some of these tombs and you'llsee a
e e T , small aperture, Burying the dead in attics was meant to deter robbers

e thie plan didn't work. .
5 i ’

20

Jebg) Umm alAmr

Head for
Heights

For aregal B
view of Petra,

head for the

e
i heights above
b 7~ — - the Royal
) \ ;// + Urn Tomb' Tombs. via the
3 = - Mo staircase.
\ . - papesenl C
siq finilcrowningthe: | -
Thisnarrow et theland forms pediment thisgrand S

edifice with supporting.
arched vaults was.
‘perhaps buitt for the
man represented by

- the toga-wearing bust
in the central aperture.

the sublime approach o the ancient
cityof Petra, Most people walk
through the corrdor of store but
horse-carts are available for those
Whoneed them.

Perhaps Nabataean builders were attracted to
Wadh Musa because of the colourful beauty of

the rawmaterials, Nowhereis this more apparent
thanin the weather-eroded. striated sandstone of
the Silk Tomb,

Theatre

Moststone amphitheatres are freestanting,
G oo coneimos B S

solid rock. Above the back row are the remains

of earler tomb, their facades sacificed n the

name of entertainment.

Down
Differently

Asuperb walk
leads from the
High Place of
Sacrifice, past
the Garden
Tomb to Petra
City Centre.






content/images/see-small.png





content/images/bullet-g.png
16





content/images/bullet-4.png





content/images/worth.png





content/images/do.png





content/images/cover.jpg





content/images/icon-swim.png





content/images/jordan-map.png
oAzZulaf

Rutbah
o
k3
5>
A : .
Bosra | Jebel Druze 9 IRAQ
°" Tazsm
7 ‘
OSalkhad £
ol v
~.
-~
~.
-~
.y
ArUmar_
AbHaditha g
" °
N ©alQuaat °
Allalaric
ISRAEL 2
& THE PALESTI
TERRITORIES
Dana Biosphy
o Tawyah SAUDI
The Negev ARABIA
St ° Sakakah
0221 o Subayhah °
bl ‘Atrah P —
chanbits ) Allawf
cRasfidya ©
et Cr
el
/ Rum
| Adaba (175 ELEVATION
Adbima ol 05
SSaliy E
SINAL ot Adani o
(1Bom) —— |
Nuweiba @






content/images/bullet-n.png
(23]





content/images/30446-11.jpg





content/images/10-amman-loc-jor8-map.png





content/images/icon-acon.png





content/images/icon-top-choice.png





content/images/31-language-jor82.jpg
signs
otrace .
o o
o0 o
Closed -
fomtion i
Frottited o
Tt st
en s
Vormen a
Howmuhis 13 e
Rt
et w e
pusen e
[ —
e

Cpltin) (batasreye) s ()
T s condiing)dosst work.
i) (tmukarehimaeru

g
DIRECTIONS
Wherssthe? 1y v
bk Py
merket e

postoffics o,  rkishiberesd

‘Canyou showme (o the map)?
Wi st Do (s res5)

[ —

s shooRuagen
oty peasewitet down?

s/ Bt s
et

i
Howtarisit?
o
Howdolgetthere?
Ty 5

e
betind.
nfrontof
nesrto..
nertto_

e —
i

Jaytboosalaturosk

o Bl )

s

onthecomer s

stightahesd

o

ot
-
o
ndzzzaeze
muaeon
acdsem

Tomietright

o

sty Eynase/estimesi ()
Aaihes

I s/t )

EATING & DRINKING

Canyou jagiing
recommend s
o u b
aste - e
et e e
e arthe o bidoe_
= please. 2 awaaant
Ponsming 4ot ematyr
Secton L1
ineen
taletor 2t tews
o o ierneat
G eies)
Whstwoukd you recommend?
s Botontioosse
Whats thetocl speiaty?
[
Doyou e vegetarian food?
g finiun
el Bmnasetss
[
ploase L awaamant
bt v i
ikt (-
s Tramroobast
mens i smetitiatom
Batdsh e e
Coddyou i bdoreo
Prereamenl oy (e
Wthok 2 e b
butter [y
o o bad
meststock  ise el
Fmallrgic ol snainden
fe £2 nesienye
iyprodwe w1
sten s datlonteen
s s Fmukasirast
seslood gt s e

SNOILOIHIA 39VNONYT





content/images/329-1.png
PROBLEM

Deep Vein Thrombosis
(DVT) — formation of blood
clotsin the legs during long.
plane flights; some may break
offand travel through the blood
vessels to the lungs, where
they may cause life-threatening

Lag - common when
crossing more than five time
zones.

STMPTOMS

‘Swelling or pain of the foot,
ankle or calf,usually but not

always on just one side
Chest pain and dificulty in
breathing ~ immediately
seek medical attention.

nausea.

Nausea

fatigue, malaise,

PREVENTION/TREATMENT

Walk about the cabin

Perform isometric compressions of
the leg muscles (ie contract the leg
muscles while sitting)

Drink plenty of luids.

Avoid alcohol and tobacco,

rink plenty of flui
alcoholic).
Eat light meals.

(non

Upon arrival, seek exposure to
natural sunlight and readjust your
schedule (for meals, sleep etc) as
soon as possible.

Motion Sickness

‘Antihistamines such as dimenhy-
drinate (Dramamine) and meclizine
(Antivert, Bonine),

Aherbal alte
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Get the right Lonely Planet
guide for your trip

Mobile Apps
Lonely Planet guides,
enhanced with mobile
smartness such as offline
GPS tracking and audio

> City guides
> Audio walking tours
> Audio phrasebooks

For more information

Ebooks
Interactive and
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sheesha - see nargileh
sheikh — venerated religious
scholar, dignitary or vener-
able old man

siq - gorge or canyon
(usually created by tectonic
forces rather than by wind
or water)

souq — market

tell - ancient mound cre-
ated by centuries of urban
rebuilding

Trans-Jordan — Jordan's
original name

Umayyad dynasty — first
great dynasty of Arab Mus-
lim rulers

umm — mother of...
UNRWA — UN Relief &
Works Agency

wadi - valley or river bed
formed by watercourse, dry
except after heavy rainfall
(plural: widyan)

zerb — Bedouin oven, buried
in the sand

DINING &
DRINKING
GLOSSARY

Note that, because of
the imprecise nature of
transliterating Arabic into
English, spellings will vary.
For example, what we give as
kibbeh may appear variously
as kubbeh, kibba, kibby or
even gibeh.

MEZZE

baba ghanouj — (literally
‘father's favourite’), dip of
mashed eggplant (auber-
gine) and tahini

balilah — snack of boiled
salty legumes.

basterma — pastrami, popu-
lar from Armenia to Lebanon
buraik — meat or cheese pie
fatayer — triangles of pastry
filled with white cheese

or spinach; also known as
buraik

fatteh — garlicky yoghurt
and hummus, sometimes
with chicken

fattoosh — salad with su-
mach (a red spice mix),
tomatoes and shreds of
crouton-like deep-fried bread

i fuul medames - squashed
fava beans with chillies,
onions and olive oil

and onion; served raw or
deep fried
labneh — cream-cheese dip

gallai — sautéed tomato,
garlic, onion and peppers
‘topped with cheese and pine
§ nuts on Arabic bread
hummus — cooked chick-
peas ground into a paste

{ and mixed with tahini (a
sesame-seed paste), garlic
and lemon

{ kibbeh — Lebanese-style
kofta made with minced
lamb, bulgur/cracked wheat

makdous — pickled eggplant,
walnut and olive-oil dip
manageesh — Arabic bread
with herbs
manoucha/managish -
baked breads or pies with
thyme (zaatar) and cheese
mosabaha — hummus with
whole chickpeas in it
mouhamara — walnut, olive
oil and cumin dip

AND A TRICLINIUM IS...?

Reading a guidebook to some of Jordan’s most famous
sights can seem like an exercise in linguistics encom-
passing Latin, Nabataean, Greek, Arabic and the lan-
‘guages of geography and classical architecture. Listen
toany tour guide, especially at Petra and at Jerash, and
you'llassume they're expert in all of them. But you don't
have to be a polyglot to make the most of Jordan’s won-
ders. Have a quick shoofti — Arabic word meaning 'you
(fernale) looked — at the glossary of architectural terms
following and you'll soon know your pediments from your
porticos.

agora — open meeting space for commerce

baetyls — divine stones

capitals - carved tops of columns

cardo maximus — Roman main street, running north—
south

colonnade — row of columns

i Corinthian — look for fluted columns with leafy capitals
i decumanus — Roman main street, from east to west
Doric — look for unfluted columns with plain‘book-
shaped' capitals

forum - open public space for meetings

high place - sacred site on mountaintop

podrome — stadium, usually for horseracing and
chariot racing

Tonic - look for fluted columns with ram-horn (two curls
in opposite directions) capitals

loculi - grave

macellum — indoor market building

necropolis - cemetery

nymphaeum - literally ‘temple of the Nymphs'; public
baths, fountains and pools

pediment — triangular crowning feature on front of
building

portico - structure supported by columns

propylaeum — gateway or grand entrance

stele — commemorative stone or column with inscriptions
temenos — sacred courtyard

tetrapylon — an archway with four entrances

{  triclinium — Roman dining room
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PROBLEM SYMPTOMS TREATMENT PREVENTION

Diarrhoea — Onsetofloose  Take orarehydration solu-  Drink plenty of fluids; eat
occurs usually stools. tion containing saltand  in busy restaurant; wash
after eating sugar, sip weak blacktea  your hands regularly.
unhygienically with sugar; drink soft drinks
prepared food allowed to go flat and dilut-

. d 50% with clean wa

More than fouror  Antibiotic (usuallya qui- s above

five loose stools. nolone drug); antidiarrhoeal
agent (such as loperamide).

Bloody diarthoea  Seek medical attention; s above
persistent for more  in an emergency you can

than 72 hours; ac-  make upa solution of six

companied by fever, teaspoons of sugar and half

shaking chillsor  ateaspoon of salt to 1L of

severe abdominal  boiled or bottled water.

pain.

Heat exhaustion — Headache, dizzi-  Replace fluids with water or _Get fit before planning a
occurs following  ness and tiredness;  fruit uice or both; cool with  long hike; acclimatise to
heavy sweatingand  dehydration; dark cold water and fans; take  the heat before exercise;
excessive fluidloss  yellow urine. salty fluids through soup or  wear a hat and cover your
with inadequate broth; add a ittle more table - neck in the sun; avoid the
replacement of salttofoods thanusual.  midday sun in summer;
fluids and salt. wear sunscreen.

Heat stroke — Excessiverisein  Give rapid cooling by spray-  As above
occurswhenthe  body temperature;  ing the body with water and
body's heatregu-  cessation of sweat- ~ fanning; seek emergency
lating mechanism ing; irrationaland fluid and electrolyte re-
breaks down. hyperactive behav-  placement by intravenous
four; eventually loss ~ drip.
of consciousness
and death.

Mosquito bite -~ Iritation; infection. Don't scratch the bites;  Use DEET-based insect
can spread dengue apply antiseptic. repellents; sleep under
fever but not mosquito netting.

malaria.

Bed bugs Very itchy, lumpy  Apply lotion from pharmacy. - Spray mattress or move
Scabies ltchy rash, often  Apply lotion from Asal

between fingers.  pharmacy; treat those you
are in contact with.

‘Snake bite Pain; swelling. ‘Seek medical attention; see  Wear boots, socks and
the boxed text (p328). long trousers when
hiking; avoid holes and

crevices; careful handling
cesssrsssanrnso SOOI v
medical attention.  Check your shoes in the
morning, particularly if

you are camping near

‘Scorpion bite Intense pain
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