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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.

      

    

  
    
      
        need to know
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                CURRENCY
            

            »
                Euro (€)
            

            
                LANGUAGE
            

            »
                Italian
            

            
                MONEY
            

            »
                ATMs at every airport, most train stations and widely available in towns and cities. Credit cards accepted in most hotels and restaurants.
            

            
                VISAS
            

            »
                Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days (or at all for EU nationals); some nationalities need a Schengen visa.
            

            
                MOBILE PHONES
            

            »
                European and Australian phones work; other phones should be set to roaming. Use a local SIM card for cheaper rates on local calls.
            

            
                DRIVING
            

            »
                Drive on the right; the steering wheel is on the left side of the car. Be aware that headlights are legally required on all motorways (even during the day).
            

        

      

       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET LESS THAN 
                    €100
                
            

            »
                Dorm bed: €15–25
            

            »
                Double room in a budget hotel: €50–100
            

            »
                Pizza or pasta: €8–12
            

            »
                Excellent markets and delis for 
                self-catering

            
                MIDRANGE
                 
                    €100–200
            

            »
                Double room in a hotel: €80–180
            

            »
                Lunch and dinner in local restaurants: €25–45
            

            
                TOP END OVER 
                    €200
                
            

            »
                Double room in a four- or five-star hotel: €200–450
            

            »
                Top restaurant dinner: €50–150
            

        

       

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: 00-climate-ita10]

            
                
                    HIGH SEASON 
                
                    (JUL–AUG)
                
            

            »
                Queues at big sights and on the road, especially in August.
            

            »
                Prices rocket for Christmas, New Year and Easter.
            

            »
                Late December to March is high season in the Alps and Dolomites.
            

            
                
                    SHOULDER
                 
                    (APR–JUN & SEP–OCT)
                
            

            »
                Good deals on accommodation, especially in the south.
            

            »
                Spring is best for festivals, flowers and local produce.
            

            »
                Autumn provides warm weather and the grape harvest.
            

            
                
                    LOW SEASON
                 
                    (NOV–MAR)
                
            

            »
                Prices at their lowest – up to 30% less than in high season.
            

            »
                Many sights and hotels closed in coastal and mountainous areas.
            

            »
                A good period for cultural events in large cities.
            

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/italy) Destination information, hotel bookings, travellers forum and more.

            »
                
                    Trenitalia
                 
                (www.trenitalia.com) Italian railways website.

            »
                
                    Agriturismi
                 
                (www.agriturismi.it) Guide to farm accommodation.

            »
                
                    Slow Food
                 
                (www.slowfood.com) For the best local producers, restaurants and markets.

            »
                
                    Enit Italia
                
                (www.italiantourism.com) 
                Official Italian-government tourism website.

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Australia
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    A$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.72
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.71
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    ¥100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.98
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        NZ
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.57
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Switzerland
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Sfr1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.82
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        UK
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    UK£1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1.16
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        US
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.75
                                

                            

                            			


            
                For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            
                To dial listings in this book from outside Italy, dial your international access code (00), Italy’s country code (39) then the number (including the ‘0’).
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Italy’s country code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +39
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        International access code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +00
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Ambulance
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +118
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Police
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +113 

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Fire
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +115 

                            
			


        

       

      
            
                Arriving in Italy
            

            »
                
                    Fiumicino airport
                
            

            
                Trains & Buses: every 30 minutes, 6am to 11pm
            

            
                Night Bus: hourly, 12.30am to 5am
            

            
                Taxis: €40 set fare; 

            
                45 minutes
            

            »
                
                    Malpensa airport
                
            

            
                Malpensa Express & Shuttle: every 30 minutes, 5am to 10.30pm
            

            
                Night Bus: limited services, 11pm to 5am
            

            
                Taxi : €79 set fare; 50 minutes
            

            »
                
                    Capodichino airport
                
            

            
                Airport Shuttle: every 20 minutes, 6.30am to 11.40pm
            

            
                Taxi: €19 set fare; 30 minutes
            

        

      
        
            
                In Italy to Shop!
            

            
                Ever wondered how every Italian seems to own a stash of fine merino wool Prada knitwear, a Ferragamo bag and a whole host of designer footwear and eyewear? How do they afford it?
            

            
                What you lack, but what every style-conscious Italian knows, is exactly when and where to shop for bargains. Time your trip right and pick up designer fashion for a snip of the usual price at the annual sales 
                    (
                
                
                    saldi
                
                
                    )
                 
                in January and July. Discounts start at 30% and increase to 50% as the sale goes on, but get there early if you don’t want to be left with the oversized, ill-fitting, odd-coloured items that have been rejected by the rest of the shopping fraternity. At other times of the year score at the big city flea markets or head for the discount outlets in Lombardy and Piedmont.
            

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            Top of section
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                Venice & the Veneto
            

        


     Includes »

     Venice

     Around the Veneto

     Brenta Riviera

     Padua

     Vicenza

     Verona

     Verona’s Wine Country

     Dolomites




      
            
                Why Go?
            

            Pinch yourself, and you might expect to awaken from this dreamscape of pink palaces, teal waters and golden domes. Instead you’re in Venice, and all five senses never felt so alert. Gondoliers call ‘Ooooooeeee!’ round canal bends, nostrils flare at fresh espresso wafting from 250-year-old cafes, mouths water at cascades of purple artichokes on Rialto market stalls, and everywhere – constantly – water gently laps at your feet.

            Scan the Veneto coastline, and you might spot signs of modern life: beach resorts, malls and traffic. But look closer and you’ll discover Brenta Riviera villas opening to the public, and newly restored masterpieces being unveiled: Titians and Veroneses in Venice, Palladios and Tiepolos in Vicenza, and Giottos in Padua.

            This calls for a toast with bubbly local
                    prosecco
                
                (type of sparkling wine) or cult wines from Valpolicella and Soave. Elsewhere in Italy, 
                    cin-cin
                
                (cheers) will do – but in Veneto, raise your glass to 
                    la bea vita
                 
                (the good life).

        

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: ita10-venice-crm-cc]

            
                
                    Jan & Feb
                 
                Snow-covered gondolas, skiers on the Dolomites slopes and Carnevale partiers in Venice.

            
                
                    Apr–Jun 
                Canalside dining, Vin-Italy toasts and Biennale openings (skip pricey Easter holidays).
            

            
                
                    Sep–Nov 
                Venice Film Festival red carpets, wild duck pasta specials and palatial accommodation for less.
            

        

      
            
                Best Places to Eat
            

            »
                Venissa (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                All’Arco (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Corte Sconta (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Anice Stellato (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Locanda Lo Scudo (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                Best Places to Stay
            

            »
                Novecento (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Oltre Il Giardino (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Palazzo Abadessa (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Relais Ca’ Muse (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Bauer Palladio & Spa (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Navigating Venice
            

            Although you can take a train or bus to the western edge of Venice, the only ways to navigate this city are on foot or by boat. Since 1171, the 117 islands that make up Venice have been loosely organised into six
                    sestieri
                
                (districts): Cannaregio, Castello, San Marco, San Polo, Dorsoduro and Santa Croce. As you cross canals by footbridge, you may notice white signs informing you which 
                    sestiere
                
                you’re entering. Directions to Piazza San Marco, the Rialto and Accademia are found on yellow signs – but the best adventures begin by ignoring those signs and wandering Venice’s 
                    calli 
                lanes.
            

        

      
        
            
                VENETO MYTHS…& REALITIES
            

            
                
                    Verona is the home of Romeo and Juliet
                
                …never mind that they’re fictional characters. Lovelorn visitors still leave notes to Juliet on the door of a Renaissance house with a balcony.
            

            
                
                    There’s nothing to see in Padua
                
                …except pivotal Giotto frescoes that are the missing link between medieval and Renaissance art, rare botanical gardens planted in 1545 where the Italian Resistance was plotted in WWII, and Galileo’s anatomy theatre that revolutionised scientific methods.
            

            
                
                    Everyone drinks prosecco in the Veneto
                
                …when they’re not wine tasting in Valpollicella or Soave, or sampling rarely exported IGT blends at Venetian 
                    enoteche
                 
                (wine bars) or Verona’s annual VinItaly expo.

            
                
                    See one Palladian building and you’ve seen them all
                
                …other than Palladio’s 24 Unesco-protected, soaring Veneto villas that raise spirits to the skies, three blinding-white Istrian stone churches with double the dazzle along Venice’s Giudecca Canal, and the entire Greek metropolis inside Vicenza’s Teatro Olimpico.
            

            
                
                    There’s nowhere to stay the night in Venice
                
                …except for all those palaces converted to B&Bs and apartments that have become available in the decade since Venice loosened laws allowing families to open their homes to visitors.
            

        

      

      
            
                Veneto’s Best Freebies
            

            »
                
                    Basilica di San Marco
                 
                (Click here
                ) Where East meets West under shimmering gold mosaic domes.
            

            »
                
                    Verona’s wine country
                 
                (Click here
                ) Free and fabulous tastings by appointment at area wineries.
            

            »
                
                    Burano
                 
                (Click here
                ) Surely the most colourful fishing village in the Mediterranean.
            

            »
                
                    Historical
                 
                    Vicenza
                 
                (Click here
                ) A Unesco-protected urban centre with Palladios at every turn.
            

            »
                
                    Venice’s Ghetto
                 
                (Click here
                ) The world’s original ghetto – a centre of refuge, commerce and culture.
            

        

      
        
            
                DON’T MISS
            

            
                Winter sports and summer fun are within easy reach of Venice. Skiers head for the Dolomites as soon as the snow sticks – but once it thaws, everyone hits Lido beaches.
            

        

      

      
            
                Fast Facts
            

            »
                Population: 4.91 million
            

            »
                Area: 18,378 sq km
            

            »
                Unesco World Heritage Sites: 30, including three cities (Vicenza, Venice and Verona), Venice’s lagoon and the Dolomites
            

            »
                Number of union-certified artisans in Venice alone: 2000
            

            
                High-Season Hints
            

            
                Don’t miss Venice’s Biennale and Verona’s open-air opera – if only to dodge summer crowds. Broaden your accommodation and restaurant options by visiting cities on weekdays and Veneto countryside on weekends.
            

            
                Resources
            

            »
                Veneto Regional Tourism (www.veneto.to) has information on what’s happening around the Veneto, from dancing on the beaches to biking through the Dolomites.
            

        





      
            [image: 15-venice-veneto-ita10]

            
      
        
          
                Venice & the Veneto Highlights
            

          
                [image: bullet-1] Join the collective gasp at the golden mosaic domes of Venice’s 
                    Basilica di San Marco
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-2] Compare Titian’s radiant reds and Tintoretto’s lightning-strike brushstrokes at Venice’s 
                    I Frari
                 
                (Click here
                ) and 
                    Scuola Grande
                 
                    di San Rocco
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-3] Shout ‘Brava!’ for opera diva encores at Verona’s outdoor 
                    Roman Arena
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-4] Let the spirits move you from classic whites to cult reds to grappa in 
                    Verona’s wine country
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-5] Villa-hop like a 1600s Venetian socialite along the 
                    Brenta Riviera
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-6] See the Renaissance coming through the tears in Giotto’s moving frescoes for 
                    Scrovegni Chapel
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-7] Bike through Alpine wildflower meadows and ski craggy peaks in the Dolomites, using 
                    Belluno 
                (
                Click here
                ) as a base
            

        

      
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

      
            VENICE
        

      
            POP 61,500 (CITY), 270,800 (TOTAL INCLUDING MAINLAND)
        

      Imagine the audacity of people deciding to build a city of marble palaces on a lagoon. Instead of surrendering to
                acque alte
            
            (high tide) like reasonable folk might do, Venetians flooded the world with vivid painting, baroque music, modern opera, spice-route cuisine, bohemian-chic fashions and a Grand Canal’s worth of 
                Spritz:
            
            the signature 
                prosecco
            
            /Aperol cocktail. Today cutting-edge architects and billionaire benefactors are spicing up the art scene, musicians are rocking out 18th-century instruments and backstreet 
                osterie
             
            (casual taverns or eateries presided over by a host) are winning a Slow Food following. Your timing couldn’t be better: the people who made walking on water look easy are well into their next act.

      
            
            History
        


      A malarial swamp seems like a strange place to found an empire, unless you consider the circumstances: from the 5th to 8th century AD, Huns, Goths and sundry barbarians repeatedly sacked Roman towns along the Veneto’s Adriatic coast. In AD 726 the people of Venice elected their first
                doge
            
            , whose successors would lead the city for more than 1000 years.
        

      Next Venice shored up its business interests. The city accepted a Frankish commission of 84,000 silver marks to join the Crusades, even as it continued trading with Muslim leaders from Syria to Spain. When the balance wasn’t forthcoming from the Franks, Venice claimed Constantinople ‘for Christendom’ – but sent ships loaded with booty home, instead of onward to Jerusalem. After Venice was decimated by plague, Genoa tried to take over the city in 1380. But Venice prevailed, controlling the Adriatic and a backyard that stretched from Dalmatia to Bergamo.

      Like its signature landmark, the Basilica di San Marco, the Venetian empire was dazzlingly cosmopolitan. Armenians, Turks, Greeks and Germans were neighbours along the Grand Canal, and Jewish communities persecuted elsewhere in Europe founded publishing houses, banks and medical practices in Venice. By the mid-15th century, Venice was swathed in golden mosaics, imported silks and clouds of incense.

      As the Age of Exploration began, Venice lost its monopoly over seafaring trade routes. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 and the Venetian territory of Morea (in Greece) in 1499 gave the Turks control over Adriatic Sea access. The Genovese opened transatlantic trade routes following Columbus’ 1492 discovery of the Americas, and Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama rounded Africa’s Cape of Good Hope in 1498.

      Once it could no longer rule the seas, Venice changed tack and began conquering Europe by charm. Venetian art was incredibly daring, bringing sensuous colour and sly social commentary even to religious subjects. Venetian nobles’ illegitimate daughters were trained as musicians in
                ospedaletti
             
            (orphanages) by the likes of Vivaldi, and Venetian courtesans started trends for platform shoes and poetry. By the end of the 16th century, Venice was known across Europe for its painting, catchy music and 12,000 registered prostitutes.

      Venetian reputations did nothing to prevent Napoleon from claiming the city in 1797 and looting it of its art. By 1817 one-quarter of Venice’s population was destitute. When Venice rallied to resist the Austrian occupation in 1848–49, a blockade left it wracked by cholera and short on food. Venetian rebels lost the fight but not the war: they became early martyrs to the cause of Italian independence, and in 1866 Venice joined the independent kingdom of Italy.

      The once-glamorous empire gradually took on an industrious workaday aspect, with factories springing up on Giudecca and a roadway from the mainland built by Mussolini. Italian partisans joined Allied troops to wrest Veneto from Fascist control, but the tragedy of war and mass deportation of Venice’s historical Jewish population in 1942–44 shook Venice to its moorings. Postwar, many Venetians left for Milan and other centres of industry.

      On 4 November 1966, disaster struck: record floods poured into 16,000 Venetian homes, stranding residents in the wreckage of 1200 years of civilisation. But Venice’s cosmopolitan charm was a saving grace: assistance from admirers poured in (from Mexico to Australia, millionaires to pensioners) and Unesco coordinated some 27 international charities to redress the ravages of the flood.

      Defying centuries of dire predictions, Venice has not yet become a Carnevale-masked parody of itself or a lost Atlantis. The city remains relevant and realistic, a global launch pad for daring art and film, ingenious craftsmanship, opera premieres and music revivals, even as it seeks sustainable solutions to rising water levels.

      
        
            
                VENICE IN…
            

            
                Two Days
            

            
                Take detours from our ‘Venice Labyrinth’ walking tour’ to check out 
                    cicheti 
                (Venetian tapas), artisans’ studios and Gothic architectural details. Museum-hop from the
                 
                    Gallerie dell’Accademia
                to the 
                    Peggy Guggenheim Collection
                
                and 
                    Punta della Dogana
                
                , then hop onto the 
                    vaporetto
                
                (small passenger ferry) to 
                    Giudecca 
                for 
                    Palladio churches
                
                and a romantic dinner at 
                    I Figli delle Stelle
                
                . On day two, follow espresso in 
                    Campo Santa Margherita
                
                with glimpses of heaven in the Tiepolo ceilings at 
                    Ca’ Rezzonico
                
                , Titian and Tintoretto masterpieces at 
                    I Frari
                
                and 
                    Scuola Grande
                    di San Rocco
                Offline map Google map
                , and shopping across 
                    Ponte di Rialto
                
                to happy hour at 
                    I Rusteghi
                
                .
            

            
                Four Days
            

            
                Devote a day to divine 
                    Cannaregio
                
                and 
                    Castello
                
                , beginning with 
                    Museo Ebraico di Roma
                
                ’s Ghetto synagogue tour, Tintoretto’s home church of 
                    Madonna dell’Orto
                
                and heavenly seafood at 
                    Anice Stellato
                
                . Cross canals to Castello’s many-splendoured 
                    Zanipolo
                
                , serene 
                    Chiesa di San Francesco della Vigna
                
                and sunset cocktails at 
                    Terrazza Danieli
                
                – but don’t miss your concert at 
                    La Pietà
                
                ,
                 
                    Teatro La Fenice
                or 
                    Interpreti Veneziani
                
                . Island-hop your fourth day away, with blown-glass shopping in 
                    Murano
                
                , lunch in 
                    Burano
                
                and mosaics in 
                    Torcello
                
                .
            

            
                A Week
            

            
                Become a regular at your favourite restaurants
                
                    ,
                
                recognise local specialities at the 
                    Rialto Market
                
                and strike up conversations in sociable cafes. Sign up for a class, plan your days around themes – Venetian fashion, Lido beaches or Veronese paintings with dogs – or follow your instincts and camera lens through Venice’s 
                    calli 
                (lanes).
            

        

      

      
            [image: categorysightspng]
            Sights
        

      
            PIAZZA SAN MARCO & AROUND
        

      [image: top-choice]Basilica di San Marco
                CHURCH
            
        

      
      
            
                (St Mark’s Basilica; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 38 17; www.basilicasanmarco.it; Piazza San Marco; basilica entry free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.45am-5pm Mon-Sat, 2-4pm Sun & holidays)
            
            Creating Venice’s signature architectural wonder took nearly 800 years of painstaking labour and one saintly barrel of lard. Legend has it that in AD 828, wily Venetian merchants smuggled St Mark’s corpse out of Egypt in a barrel of pork fat to avoid inspection by Muslim customs authorities. Church authorities in Rome took a dim view of Venice’s tendency to glorify itself and God in the same breath, but Venice defiantly created the basilica in its own cosmopolitan image, with Byzantine onion-bulb domes, a Greek cross layout, a Gothic rosette window and Egyptian marble walls. The roped-off circuit of the church is free and takes about 15 minutes. For entry, dress modestly (ie knees and shoulders covered) and leave large bags round the corner at Ateneo di San Basso’s free one-hour 
                baggage storage
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm)
            
            .
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    Venice

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        I Frari
        C4
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Arsenale
        G5
      

      2Associazione Canottieri GiudeccaC7

      
        3
        Chiesa di San Francesco della Vigna
        F4
      

      
        4
        Chiesa di San Giorgio Maggiore
        E6
      

      
        5
        Chiesa di San Michele in Isola
        F1
      

      
        6
        Fondazione Giorgio Cini
        E6
      

      
        7
        Fortuny Tessuti Artistici
        B6
      

      
        8
        Gesuati
        C6
      

      
        9
        Giardini Pubblici
        H6
      

      
        10
        Il Redentore
        C7
      

      11
Magazzini del SaleD6

      
        12
        Museo Storico Navale
        F5
      

      13
Ponte dei ScalziB3

      14Ponte di CalatravaA3

      15Prigioni Nuove (New Prisons) or Palazzo delle PrigioniE5

      
        16
        San Sebastiano
        B5
      

      17
Scuola Grande di San RoccoB4

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        18
        Bauer Palladio & Spa
        E6
      

      
        19
        Domina Home Ca' Zusto
        C3
      

      
        20
        La Calcina
        C6
      

      
        21
        Ostello Venezia
        D7
      

      
        22
        Palazzo Zenobio
        B5
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        23
        Alaska
        B3
      

      
        24
        Coop
        A3
      

      25
Dalla MarisaB2

      
        26
        I Figli delle Stelle
        D6
      

      
        27
        Impronta Café
        B4
      

      
        28
        La Palanca
        B6
      

      29
Le SpigheH5

      
        30
        Tearoom Caffé Orientale
        B3
      

    

  



      Exterior

      In the left-most portal, lunette mosaics dating from 1270 show St Mark’s stolen body arriving at the basilica – a story repeated in 1660 lunette mosaics on the second portal from the right. Grand entrances through the central portal pass under an ornate triple arch with 13th- to 14th-century reliefs of vines, virtues and astrological signs.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                SPEEDY ENTRY TO THE BASILICA DI SAN MARCO
            

            
                The grandest entrances to the Basilica di San Marco are with a crowd, its whispered, polyglot expressions of wonder creating a hive-like hum under the honey-gold domes. Luckily, the queue moves quickly – waits to enter are rarely over 15 minutes, even when the queue extends past the door to Palazzo Ducale. But to abbreviate your wait, consider these tips:
            

            »
                Booking your visit 
                    online
                 
                    (www.venetoinside.com; €1 booking fee) 
                allows you to skip the queues and head directly into the central portal.

            »
                Tour groups tend to arrive on the hour or half-hour, so arrivals at odd times usually mean shorter waits.
            

            »
                The diocese offers 
                    free guided tours
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11am Mon-Sat Apr-Oct by reservation) 
                explaining the theological messages in the mosaics, with expedited entry through the central portal.
            

        

      

      Dome Mosaics

      Inside the basilica are 8500 sq metres of mosaics, many made with 24-carat gold to represent divine light. In niches flanking the main door as you enter the narthex (vestibule) glitters
                Apostles with the Madonna
            
            , who looks stunning for her age: at more than 950 years old, this is the oldest mosaic in the basilica. The atrium’s 
                Dome of Genesis
             
            depicts the separation of sky and water with surprisingly abstract motifs, anticipating modern art by 650 years. Last Judgment mosaics cover the atrium vault and the Apocalypse looms large in vault mosaics over the gallery.

      Mystical transfusions occur in the
                Dome
             
                of
             
                the
             
                Holy
             
                Spirit
            
            , where a dove’s blood streams onto the heads of saints. In the central 13th-century 
                Cupola
             
                of
             
                the
             
                Ascension
            
            , angels swirl overhead while dreamy-eyed St Mark rests on the pendentive. Scenes from St Mark’s life story unfold in vaults flanking the 
                Dome
             
                of
             
                the
             
                Prophets
             
            over the main altar.

      Pala d’Oro

      Tucked behind the main altar containing
                St Mark’s sarcophagus
            
            is the 
                Pala d’Oro
             
                (admission €2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.45am-4pm Mon-Sat, 2-4pm Sun)
            
            , studded with 2000 emeralds, amethysts, sapphires, rubies, pearls and other gemstones. Even more precious are biblical figures in vibrant cloisonné, begun in Constantinople in 976 and elaborated by Venetian goldsmiths in 1209. The enamelled saints have wild, unkempt beards and wide eyes fixed on Jesus, who glances sideways at studious St Mark as Mary throws her hands up in wonder.
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    Sestieri di San Marco (Venice)

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Basilica di San Marco
        H2
      

      
        Ca' Rezzonico
        A2
      

      
        Gallerie dell'Accademia
        B4
      

      
Palazzo DucaleH2

      
        Peggy Guggenheim Collection
        C4
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Campanile
        G2
      

      
        2
        Chiesa di Santa Maria del Giglio
        D3
      

      3
Chiesa di Santa Maria della SaluteE5

      
        4
        Chiesa di Santo Stefano
        C2
      

      
        5
        Museo Correr
        F2
      

      
        6
        Museo Fortuny
        D1
      

      
        7
        Negozio Olivetti
        G2
      

      8
Palazzo Contarini del BovoloE1

      
        9
        Palazzo Grassi
        B2
      

      
        10
        Palazzo Venier dei Leoni
        C4
      

      11Piazza San MarcoG2

      12Piazzetta di San MarcoH3

      13Ponte dei Sospiri (Bridge of Sighs)H2

      14Ponte dell'AccademiaB4

      
        15
        Punta della Dogana
        F5
      

      
        
        Teatro La Fenice
        (see 39)
      

      
        16
        Torre dell'Orologio
        G2
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        17
        AD Place Venice
        D3
      

      
        18
        Al Campaniel
        A1
      

      
        19
        Charming House DD.724
        C5
      

      
        20
        Gio' & Gio'
        D3
      

      
        21
        Hotel Ai Do Mori
        G1
      

      
        22
        Hotel Flora
        E3
      

      
        23
        Hotel Galleria
        B4
      

      
        24
        La Chicca
        C5
      

      
        25
        Locanda Art Deco
        C2
      

      26NovecentoC3

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        27
        Caffé Mandola
        D2
      

      
        28
        Cavatappi
        G1
      

      29
Enoteca aI VoltoE1

      
        30
        Osteria da Carla
        F2
      

      
        31
        Osteria San Marco
        F2
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        32
        Caffè Florian
        G2
      

      
        33
        Caffé Lavena
        G2
      

      
        34
        Cantinone 'Già Schiavi'
        A5
      

      
        35
        Harry's Bar
        F3
      

      
        36
        Torino@Night
        E1
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        37
        Interpreti Veneziani
        B3
      

      
        38
        Musica a Palazzo
        D4
      

      
        39
        Teatro La Fenice
        E2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        40
        Marina e Susanna Sent
        C5
      

      
        41
        Studium
        H1
      

    

  



      Museum

      San Marco remained the doge’s chapel until 1807, and the ducal treasures upstairs in the
                Museo 
            
                (adult €4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.45am-4pm Mon-Sat, 2-4pm Sun)
            
            puts a king’s ransom to shame. Gilt bronze horses taken by Venice from Constantinople were stolen in turn by Napoleon, but eventually returned to the basilica and installed in the 1st-floor gallery. Portals lead from the gallery onto the giddiness-inducing 
                Loggia dei Cavalli
            
            , where reproductions of the horses gallop off the balcony over Piazza San Marco. On an
            interior balcony, Salviati’s restored 1542–52 mosaic of the Virgin’s family tree shows Mary’s ancestors perched on branches, alternately chatting and ignoring one another, as families often do. Hidden over the altar is the 
                banquet hall
            
            , where doges wined and dined among lithe stucco figures of Music, Poetry and Peace.
        

      Treasury

      Crusades loot fills the
                Tesoro
             
                (Treasury; admission €3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.45am-4pm Mon-Sat, 2-4pm Sun)
            
            , including a 10th-century rock-crystal ewer with gazelle-shaped handle and winged feet made for Fatimid Caliph al-‘Aziz-bi-llah. Velvet-padded boxes preserve doges’ remains alongside alleged saints’ relics, including St Roch’s femur, St Mark’s thumb, the arm St George used to slay the dragon and even a lock of the Madonna’s hair.
        

      [image: top-choice]Palazzo Ducale
                PALAZZO
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map


            
                (Ducal Palace; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 271 59 11; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Piazzetta San Marco 52; adult/reduced incl Museo Correr €14/8 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-7pm Apr-Oct, to 5.30pm Nov-Mar) 
            Don’t be fooled by its genteel Gothic elegance: underneath all that lacy pink cladding, the doges’ palace flexes serious muscle. The seat of Venice’s government for nearly seven centuries, this powerhouse survived wars, conspiracies and economic crashes, and was cleverly restored by Antonio da Ponte (who also designed Ponte di Rialto) after a 1577 fire.
        

    
      [image: grand-canal-illustratedhighlight-countryjpg]
    

    
      [image: 16c-1png]
    

      Exterior

      Outside, the
                palazzo
            
            (mansion) mixes business with pleasure, capping a graceful colonnade with medieval capitals depicting key Venetian guilds. Facing the piazza, Zane and Bartolomeo Bon’s 1443 
                Porta della Carta
             
            (Paper Door) served as a bulletin board for government decrees.

      Courtyard

      Sansovino’s brawny statues of Apollo and Neptune flank Antonio Rizzo’s recently restored
                Scala dei Giganti
            
            (Giants’ Staircase). Under the eastern arcade were the dread 
                Poggi
             
            (wells), where prisoners shivered below water level – now a baggage deposit is installed here.

      1st Floor

      Climb the
                Scala dei Censori
            
            (Stairs of the Censors) to the 
                Doges’ Apartments
            
            , where the doge lived under 24-hour guard with a short commute to work up a secret staircase capped with Titian’s
             
            
                St Christopher
            
            . 
                Sala del Scudo
             
            (Shield Room) is covered with world maps that reveal the extents of Venetian power (and the limits of its cartographers) c 1483 and 1762. The upside-down New World map places Canada above Virginia and Florida near Asia, while the British Isles are essentially Scotland plus Newcastle.

      2nd Floor

      Head up Sansovino’s 24-carat gilt stuccowork
                Scala d’Oro
            
            (Golden Staircase), and emerge into rooms covered with gorgeous propaganda. In 
                Sala delle Quattro Porte
            
            (Hall of the Four Doors), ambassadors arrived under a Palladio-designed ceiling fresco by Tintoretto showing Justice presenting sword and scales to Doge Girolamo Priuli, near Titian’s 1576 
                Doge Antonio Grimani Kneeling before Faith
            
            amid a bevy of approving 
                putti
             
            (cherubs).

      Delegations waited in the
                Anticollegio
            
             
            (College Antechamber), where Tintoretto drew parallels between Roman gods and Venetian government: 
                Mercury and the Three Graces
            
            reward Venice’s industriousness with beauty, and 
                Minerva Dismissing Mars 
            is a Venetian triumph of savvy over brute force. The recently restored ceiling is Veronese’s 1577 
                Venice Distributing Honours,
            
            while on the walls is a vivid reminder of diplomatic behaviour to avoid: Veronese’s 
                Rape of Europe
            
            .
        

      Few were granted audience in the Palladio-designed
                Collegio
            
             
            (Council Room), where Veronese’s 1578–82 
                Virtues of the Republic
             
            ceiling shows Venice as a bewitching blonde waving her sceptre like a wand. Father–son team Jacopo and Domenico Tintoretto 
            attempt similar flattery, showing Venice keeping company with Apollo, Mars and Mercury in their 
                Triumph of Venice
            
            ceiling for 
                Sala del Senato
             
            (Senate Hall), but frolicking lagoon sea monsters steal the scene.

      Government cover-ups were never so appealing as in
                Sala Consiglio dei Dieci
            
            (Trial Chambers of the Council of 10; room 20), where Venice’s star chamber plotted against political opponents under Veronese’s 
                Juno Bestowing her Gifts on Venice,
            
            a glowing goddess strewing gold ducats. Over the slot where anonymous accusations of treason were slipped in 
                Sala della Bussola
            
            (Compass Room; room 21) is Veronese’s 
                St Mark in Glory
             
            ceiling.

      Behind the doge’s throne in cavernous 1419
                Sala del Maggior Consiglio 
            (Grand Council Hall) is the 22m-by-7m 
                Paradise
            
            by Domenico Tintoretto that’s more politically correct than pretty: heaven is crammed with 500 prominent Venetians, including several Tintoretto patrons. Veronese’s political posturing is more elegant in the oval 
                The Apotheosis of Venice 
            ceiling, where gods marvel at Venice’s coronation by angels. In the frieze depicting the first 76 doges of Venice, note the black space: Doge Marin Falier would have appeared there, had he not lost his head for treason in 1355.
        

      
        
            
                STATE SECRETS REVEALED: ITINERARI SEGRETI
            

            
                Discover state secrets in the Palazzo Ducale attic on a fascinating 75-minute guided tour: 
                    Itinerari Segreti
                 
                    (Secret Passages; 
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    041 4273 0892; adult/reduced €18/12; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    tours in English 9.55am, 10.45am & 11.35am, in Italian 9.30am & 11.10am, in French 10.20am & noon)
                
                . Head through a hidden passageway disguised as a filing cabinet in 
                    Sala del Consiglio dei Dieci
                
                (Chamber of the Council of 10), festooned with happy cherubim and Veronese’s optimistic 
                    Triumph of Virtue over Vice
                
                . Suddenly you’re in the cramped, unadorned 
                    Council of 10 Secret Headquarters
                
                , adjoining a 
                    Trial Chamber
                 
                lined with top-secret file drawers.

            
                Follow the path of the accused into the windowless 
                    Interrogation Room
                
                with a single rope, used in perversely imaginative ways to extract information until the 17th century. Next are the studded cells of the 
                    Piombi
                
                , Venice’s notorious attic prison. In 1756, Casanova was condemned to five years’ confinement here for corrupting nuns and spreading Freemasonry, but he escaped through the roof.
            

        

      

      Prisons

      Only visitors on the Itinerari Segreti tour (see the boxed text,Click here
            ) can access the Council of 10 headquarters and Piombi attic prison. For a shorter prison experience, pass through a chamber featuring apocalyptic visions by Hieronymus Bosch, then follow the footsteps of condemned prisoners across covered 
                Ponte dei Sospiri Offline map Google map
            (Bridge of Sighs) to Venice’s 16th-century 
                Priggione Nove
             
            (New Prisons). The dank cells are covered with graffitied protestations of innocence, and paved with marble stolen in a state-sanctioned heist: the sacking of Constantinople.

      Museo Correr
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 240 52 11; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Piazza San Marco 52; adult/reduced incl Palazzo Ducale €14/8 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar)
            
            Napoleon filled his royal digs over Piazza San Marco with the riches of the doges, and took some of Venice’s finest heirlooms to France as trophies. But the biggest treasure here couldn’t be lifted: Jacopo Sansovino’s 16th-century 
                Libreria Nazionale Marciana
            
            , covered with larger-than-life philosophers by Veronese, Titian and Tintoretto and miniature back-flipping sea creatures.
        

      Venice successfully reclaimed many ancient maps, statues, cameos and weapons, plus four centuries of artistic masterpieces in the
                Pinacoteca
            
            . Not to be missed are Paolo Veneziano’s 14th-century sad-eyed saints (room 25); Lo Schiavone’s Madonna with a bouncing baby Jesus, wearing a coral good-luck charm (room 31); Jacopo di Barbari’s minutely detailed woodblock perspective view of Venice (room 32); an entire room of bright-eyed, peach-cheeked Bellini saints (room 36); and a wonderful anonymous 1784 portrait of champion rower Maria Boscola, five-time regatta winner (room 47). Temporary shows in the neoclassical ballroom are hit-and-miss, but Antonio Canova’s 1777 statues of star-crossed lovers Orpheus and Eurydice are permanent scene-stealers.
        

      Torre dell’Orologio
                LANDMARK
            
        

      Offline map 

      
            
                (Clock Tower; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 4273 0892; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Piazza San Marco; adult/reduced €12/7 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                tours in English 10am & 11am Mon-Wed, 2pm & 3pm Thu-Sat, in Italian noon & 4pm daily, in French 2pm & 3pm Mon-Wed, 10am & 11am Thu-Sun)
             
            Legend has it that the inventors of this gold-leafed timepiece (which tracks lunar phases) were assassinated so that no other city could boast a comparable engineering marvel. But the sinister plan backfired: the 1497 mechanism malfunctioned and bells rang randomly, because no one knew how to fix them.

      A recent renovation has restored the clock to working order. Moving barrels 
            indicate minutes and hour on the clock face; 132-stroke chimes keep the time; Do Mori (Two Moors) bronze statues strike the hour on a bell atop the tower; and wooden statues of Three Kings and the Angel emerge to wild cheers on Epiphany and the Feast of the Ascension. Tours climb the steep, claustrophobia-triggering spiral staircase behind the clock to the terrace for giddy, close-up views of the Moors in action.

      Note that the only way to visit is on a tour, and that children must be at least six years old to enter.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR EURO
            

            
                These passes can help you save admission costs on Venetian sights.
            

            »
                
                    Museum Pass
                 
                    (Musei Civici Pass; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; adult/child €18/12) 
                is valid for single entry to 10 civic museums for six months, or just the five museums around Piazza San Marco (adult/child €14/8). Purchase online or at participating museums, including Palazzo Ducale, Museo Correr, Museo Fortuny and Ca’ Rezzonico.
            

            »
                
                    Chorus Pass
                 
                    (www.chorusvenezia.org; adult/reduced €10/7; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    visits Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)
                 
                offers single entry to 16 Venice churches at any time within one year; on sale online or at church ticket booths.

            »
                
                    Venice Card
                
                 
                
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    041 2424; www.hellovenezia.com; adult/reduced €40/30; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    call centre 8am-7.30pm)
                
                combines the Museum Pass and Chorus Pass and reduced entry to the Biennale, two public bathroom entries and discounts on concerts, temporary exhibits and parking. Purchase at tourist offices and at HelloVenezia booths at 
                    vaporetto
                 
                (small passenger ferry) stops.

            »
                
                    Rolling Venice
                 
                    (14-29 yr €4)
                
                entitles young visitors to discounted access to monuments and cultural events, plus eligibility for a 72-hour public transport pass for just €18 rather than the regular price of €33. Identification is required for purchase at tourism offices or HelloVenezia booths (found near key 
                    vaporetto
                 
                stops).

        

      

      Negozio Olivetti
                NOTABLE BUILDING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (Olivetti Store; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 83 87; www.fondoambiente.it; Piazza San Marco 101, Procuratie Vecchie; audioguide adult/reduced €5/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar) 
            Like a revolver pulled from a petticoat, starkly modern Negozio Olivetti was an outright provocation when it first appeared under the frilly arcades of Piazza San Marco in 1957. Hi-tech pioneer Olivetti commissioned Venetian architect Carlo Scarpa to transform a narrow, dim souvenir shop into a showcase for its sleek typewriters and ‘computing machines’ (several 1948–54 models are displayed).
        

      Instead of fighting the elements, Scarpa slyly invited them indoors, slicing away walls to let light flood in, installing a huge planter, and adding a Belgian marble slab fountain as a wink at
                acque alte
            
            . Visitors cross floors of Murano glass tiles in appealing primary colours, scale a floating white marble stairway, pass satiny Venetian plaster walls, and stroll an indoor balcony sheathed in warm teak wood. Semicircular porthole windows resemble eyes that are opened wide to the piazza, but also to possibilities on more-distant horizons.
        

      Campanile
                LANDMARK
            
        

      Offline map

      
            
                (Bell Tower; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; Piazza San Marco; www.basilicasanmarco.it; admission €8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-9pm Jul-Sep, to 7pm Apr-Jun & Oct, 9.30am-3.45pm Nov-Mar)
             
            The basilica’s 99m-tall bell tower has been rebuilt twice since its initial construction in 888. Critics called Bartolomeo Bon’s 16th-century redesign ungainly, but when his version suddenly collapsed in 1902, Venetians rebuilt the tower as it had been, brick by brick.

      Visits head to the top of the tower for 360-degree lagoon views and close encounters with the Marangona, a bronze bell echoing to Arsenale shipyards (bring earplugs). Due to ongoing stabilisation efforts and drainage works, the Sansovino-designed marble loggia 
            is partially enclosed behind a safety barrier.
        

      [image: top-choice]Teatro La Fenice
                OPERA HOUSE
            
        

      
      
Offline map  
        

            
                (
            

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 78 65 11, reservations 041 24 24; www.teatrolafenice.it; Campo San Fantin 1965; audioguide adult/reduced €7/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                vary) 
            Once its dominion over the high seas ended, Venice discovered the power of high Cs, hiring as San Marco choirmaster Claudio Monteverdi, the father of modern opera, and opening La Fenice (‘The Phoenix’) in 1792. Rossini and Bellini staged operas here, making La Fenice the envy of Europe – until it went up in flames in 1836.
        

      Venice without opera was unthinkable, and within a year the opera house was rebuilt. Verdi premiered
                Rigoletto
            
            and 
                La
            
             
            
                Traviata
            
            at La Fenice, and international greats Stravinsky, Prokofiev and Britten composed for the house. But La Fenice was again reduced to ashes in 1996; two electricians found guilty of arson were apparently behind on repairs. A €90-million replica of the 19th-century opera house reopened in late 2003, and though some critics had lobbied for Gae Aulenti’s avant-garde design, the reprise performance of 
                La Traviata
             
            was a sensation.

      Museo Fortuny
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 4273 0892; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Campo San Beneto 3758; adult/reduced €9/6 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Wed-Mon)
             
            Find design inspiration at the home studio of Venetian-Spanish designer Mariano Fortuny y Madrazo, whose shockingly uncorsetted Delphi goddess frocks for Isadora Duncan set global bohemian-chic standards. First-floor salon walls are vast moodboards, swagged with Fortuny art nouveau textiles and hung Fortunato Depero posters, Persian chain mail helmets and paintings of scantily clad muses.

      The salons showcase original Fortuny dresses alongside more-recent avant-garde fashion, such as Roberta di Camerino’s trompe l’œil maxidresses. Large-scale art installations in the attic warehouse are often overshadowed by the striking architecture, but the downstairs gallery hosts fascinating rotating shows on Venetian themes, such as Paolo Venturi’s moving photos 
            of hand-built dioramas representing the Venice Ghetto c 1942.

      Palazzo Grassi
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                044 535 70 99; www.palazzograssi.it; Campo San Samuele 3231; adult/reduced €15/10, incl Punta della Dogana €20/15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Wed-Mon)
             
            Rounding a Grand Canal bend, gondola riders gasp with the shock of the new: installations by contemporary artists like Richard Prince and Jeff Koons docked at Giorgio Masari’s 1749 neoclassical palace. French billionaire François Pinault installed his provocative contemporary art collection 
            at the Palazzo Grassi in 2005, providing Venice with sensation and scandal between Biennales. Postmodern architect Gae Aulenti peeled back twee rococo decor to reveal Masari’s muscular classicism in 1985–86, and minimalist Tadao Ando heightened the palace’s stage-set drama with backlit scrims and spotlighting in 2003–05. Don’t miss the cafe overlooking the Grand Canal, with interiors redesigned by artists for each show.
        

      Chiesa di Santo Stefano
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map

      
            
                (
 www.chorusvenezia.org; Campo Santo Stefano; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            The free-standing bell tower behind it leans disconcertingly, but this soaring brick Gothic church has stayed shipshape since 1325, even though a subterranean canal runs under the wood choir stalls. Credit is shared by architect Bartolomeo Bon for marble entry portals and Venetian shipbuilders, who constructed the vast wooden 
                carena di nave
             
            (ship’s keel) ceiling that looks like an upturned Noah’s Ark.

      Enter the
                cloisters museum
            
            to see Canova’s 1808 funerary stelae featuring gorgeous women dabbing their eyes with cloaks, Tullio Lombardo’s wide-eyed 1505 saint (which Titian is said to have referenced for his Madonna at I Frari) and three brooding Tintoretto canvases: 
                Last Supper,
            
            with a ghostly dog begging for bread; the gathering gloom of 
                Agony in the Garden;
            
            and the abstract, mostly black 
                Washing of the Feet
            
            .
        

      Chiesa di Santa Maria del Giglio
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
www.chorusvenezia.org; Campo di Santa Maria del Giglio; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            Experience awe through the ages in this compact church with a 10th-century Byzantine layout, baroque facade featuring charmingly mistaken maps of European cities c 1678 and three masterpieces. Veronese’s 
                Madonna with Child 
            hides behind the altar, Tintoretto’s four evangelists flank the organ, and Northern Renaissance painter Peter Paul Rubens makes a cameo appearance in the Molin Chapel with Mary, St John and a Rubenesque baby Jesus.
        

      [image: free]Palazzo Contarini del
            Bovolo
                NOTABLE BUILDING
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map



            
                (

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 532 29 20; Calle Contarini del Bovolo 4299; entry to open courtyard free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm)
            
            There’s no need to wait for San Marco sunsets to inspire a snog: this romantic Renaissance 15th-century 
                palazzo
            
            with an external spiral 
                bovolo
             
            (snail-shell) stairwell is closed for restoration, but its shady courtyard offers stirring staircase views and privacy for smooches.

      
            DORSODURO
        


      [image: top-choice]Gallerie dell’Accademia
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 03 45; www.gallerieaccademia.org; Campo della Carità 1050; adult/reduced €6.50/3.25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-2pm Mon, to 7.15pm Tue-Sun, last admission 1hr before close)
             
            Don’t be fooled by Palladio’s serene expansions for the former Santa Maria della Carità convent: these galleries contain more murderous intrigue, forbidden romance, shameless politicking and near-riots than the most outrageous Venetian parties. To guide you through the ocular onslaught, visits are loosely organised by style, theme and painter from the 14th to the 18th centuries, though recent restorations have temporarily shuffled round some of the masterpieces.

      
            [image: 15-dorsoduro-ita10]

            
        

  
    Dorsoduro (Venice)

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Scuola Grande dei Carmini
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        2
        Enoteca ai Artisti
        B3
      

      
        3
        Grom
        B3
      

      
        4
        Pizza al Volo
        A2
      

      
        5
        Ristoteca Oniga
        B2
      

      
        6
        Trattoria La Bitta
        A3
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        7
        Il Caffè Rosso
        A1
      

      
        8
        Osteria alla Bifora
        A1
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        9
        Venice Jazz Club
        B2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        10
        Lauretta Vistosi
        B2
      

    

  



      Rooms 1–5

      Early collection highlights include Paolo Veneziano’s c 1350
                Coronation of Mary 
            (room 1), which shows Jesus bestowing the crown on his mother with a gentle pat on the head. For sheer, shimmering gore, there’s no topping Carpaccio’s 
                Crucifixion and Glorification of the Ten Thousand Martyrs of Mount Ararat
            
            (room 2) – Harry’s Bar was correct naming its raw-beef dish after this painter. In rooms 3 to 5, Andrea Mantegna’s 1466 haughtily handsome 
                St George
            
            and Giovanni Bellini’s 
                Madonna and Child
             
            amid neon-red cherubs highlight Venice’s twin artistic tendencies: high drama and glowing colour.

      Rooms 6–10

      Visits advance rapidly through the Renaissance, including Tintoretto’s
                Creation of the Animals,
            
            a fantastical bestiary that suggests that God put forth his best efforts inventing Venetian seafood (no arguments here). Recent restoration brings new light to one of Titian’s last efforts, possibly finished posthumously by Palma il Giovane: a 1576 
                Pietà
             
            with smears of paint Titian applied with bare hands.

      Artistic triumph over censorship dominates room 10. Paolo Veronese’s controversial
                Feast in the House of Levi 
            was originally called 
                Last Supper
             
            until church Inquisition leaders condemned Veronese for showing dogs, drunkards, dwarfs and even Reformation-minded Germans cavorting amid the apostles. Veronese refused to change a thing about his painting besides the title, and Venice stood by this act of artistic defiance against Rome.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                OUTSMARTING ACCADEMIA QUEUES
            

            
                To skip ahead of Accademia ticket-booth queues, book ahead online or by phone (booking fee €1). Otherwise, queues tend to be shorter in the afternoon. But don’t wait too long: the last entry to the Accademia is one hour before closing. Leave any large items behind, or you’ll have to drop them off at the baggage depot (€0.50). Also available at the baggage depot is an audioguide (€5) that is mostly descriptive and largely unnecessary – it’s better to avoid the wait and just follow your nose and the explanatory wall tags.
            

        

      

      Rooms 11–19

      Baroque portrait galleries scarcely contain larger-than-life Venetian personalities: Giorgione’s decidedly un-Botoxed
                Old Woman
            
            , Lorenzo Lotto’s 1525 soul-searching 
                Portrait of a Young Scholar;
            
            Rosalba Carriera’s brutally honest self-portrait (c 1730); Pietro Longhi’s stern chaperone in 
                The Dance Lesson;
            
            and Giambattista Piazzetta’s saucy socialite in his 1740 
                Fortune-Teller
            
            .
        

      Rooms 20–24

      Gentile Bellini and Vittore Carpaccio pack room 20 with multicultural crowds of Venetian merchants embedded in their versions of
                Miracles of the True Cross.
            
            The newly restored Sala dell’Albergo is fronted by Antonio Vivarini’s giant 1446 triptych and Titian’s 1534–39 
                Presentation of the Virgin,
             
            with the young Madonna trudging up an intimidating staircase as onlookers point to her example.

      [image: top-choice]Peggy Guggenheim
            Collection
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 240 54 11; www.guggenheimvenice.it; Palazzo Venier dei Leoni 704; adult/reduced €12/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Wed-Mon)
            
            After tragically losing her father on the 
                Titanic, 
            heiress Peggy Guggenheim befriended Dadaists, dodged Nazis and amassed avant-garde works by 200 modern artists at her palatial home on the Grand Canal. Peggy’s 
                Palazzo Venier dei Leoni
            Offline map Google map 
            became a modernist shrine, chronicling surrealism, Italian futurism and abstract expressionism, with a subtext of Peggy’s romantic pursuits – the collection includes key works by Peggy’s ex-husband Max Ernst as well as Jackson Pollock, who was among Peggy’s many rumoured lovers. Peggy collected according to her own convictions rather than for prestige or style, so her collection includes folk art and lesser-known artists alongside Kandinsky, Picasso, Man Ray, Calder, Joseph Cornell and Dalí.

      Garden & Pavilion

      Wander past bronzes by Moore, Giacometti and Brancusci, Yoko Ono’s
                Wish Tree
             
            and a shiny black granite lump by Anish Kapoor in the sculpture garden, where the city of Venice granted Peggy honorary dispensation to be buried alongside her pet dogs in 1979. Through the gardens is a pavilion housing a sunny cafe, bookshop, toilets and temporary exhibits highlighting underappreciated modernist rebels.

      [image: top-choice]Ca’ Rezzonico
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (Museum of the 18th Century; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 01 00; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Fondamenta Rezzonico 3136; adult/reduced €8/5.50 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Wed-Mon Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar)
             
            Baldassare Longhena’s luminous baroque palace on the Grand Canal celebrates 18th-century decadence in lavish music salons, sumptuous boudoirs and even an attic pharmacy with medicinal scorpions. Giambattista Tiepolo’s Throne Room ceiling is a masterpiece of elegant social climbing, showing gorgeous Merit ascending to the Temple of Glory clutching the Golden Book of Venetian nobles’ names – including Tiepolo’s patrons, the Rezzonico family.

      Collection highlights include the Pietro Longhi Salon of socialite satires, Rosalba Carriera’s wry society portraits, Giandomenico Tiepolo’s swinging court jesters in reassembled Zianigo Villa bedroom frescoes, and Emma Ciardi’s moody Venice views on the top floor. Last entry is an hour before closing; check the schedule downstairs for concerts in the trompe l’œil frescoed ballroom.
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                    SAN SEBASTIANO
                

                
                    Over three decades, the modest parish church of 
                        San Sebastiano
                    Offline map Google map 
                        (
www.chorusvenezia.org; Campo San Sebastiano 1687; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        10am-5pm Mon-Sat) 
                    was covered by Paolo Veronese with floor-to-ceiling masterpieces. Veronese’s horses rear over the frames of the coffered ceiling; the organ doors are covered with vivid Veronese masterworks; and in Veronese’s 
                        Martyrdom of Saint Sebastian
                     
                    near the altar, the bound saint defiantly stares down his tormentors amid a Venetian crowd of socialites, turbaned traders and Veronese’s signature frisky spaniel. Pay respects to Veronese, who chose to be buried here among his masterpieces, but don’t miss Titian’s 
                    
                        San Niccolo
                     
                    and the Tintorettos in the sacristy. Ongoing restoration may limit access to art works, but even so, San Sebastiano offers glimpses of greatness
                        .
                    
                

            

      

      
            
            Punta della Dogana 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                199 13 91 39; www.palazzograssi.it; adult/reduced 15/10, incl Palazzo Grassi €20/15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Wed-Mon)
             
            Fortuna, the weathervane atop Punta della Dogana, swung Venice’s way in 2005, when bureaucratic hassles in Paris convinced billionaire art collector François Pinault to showcase his art works at Palazzo Grassi and create an installation art gallery in long-abandoned customs warehouses at Punta della Dogana. Architect Tadao Ando opened interiors to the elements outside, flooding exposed-brick galleries with light through windows in water gates and polished-concrete channels – astute homages to Carlo Scarpa’s designs for Negozio Olivetti.

      Rotating installations here invade personal space and address personal fixations: Chen Zhen’s landscape made from pure crystal versions of his own diseased internal organs, Edward Keinholz’s full-scale recreation of a Vegas brothel parlour, and Abdel Abdessemed’s drawings of Molotov cocktail throwers propped up on concert stands to create orchestrated violence. Not all works are intended for younger viewers, while other pieces (ie Jeff Koons’ steel pool toys) may speak to them exclusively.

      Chiesa di Santa Maria della
            Salute
                CHURCH
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map


            
                (
www.seminariovenezia.it, in Italian; Campo della Salute 1b; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-noon & 3-5.30pm)
             
            The equivalent of a monumental sigh of relief, this church was built in 1631 by survivors of Venice’s 1630 plague as thanks for their salvation. Baldassare Longhena’s unusual octagonal church is an inspired design that architectural scholars have compared to Graeco-Roman temples and Jewish Cabbala diagrams, and it remains the site of Festa della Madonna della Salute (Venetians’ annual pilgrimage to pray for health; Click here
            ). Extensive interior restorations may limit access to Tintoretto’s surprisingly upbeat 
                The Wedding Feast of Cana 
            and 12 key works by Titian in the 
                sacristy
             
                (admission €2)
            
            , including a vivid self-portrait in the guise of St Matthew and his earliest known work
            
                , Saint Mark on the Throne
             
            from 1510.

      Gesuati
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (Church of Santa Maria del Rosario; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; www.chorusvenezia.org; Fondamenta delle Zattere 918; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            No matter the weather outside, the outlook is decidedly sunny inside this high-baroque church designed by Giorgio Massari. Luminous late-afternoon skies surrounding St Dominic in Tiepolo’s 1737–39 ceiling frescoes are so convincing that you’ll wonder whether you’re wearing enough sunscreen. Striking a sombre note on the left side of the nave, Tintoretto’s 1565 
                Crucifixion 
            shows Mary fainting with grief, but in the 1730–33 
                Saints Peter and Thomas with Pope Pius V,
             
            Sebastiano Ricci’s chubby cherubs provide heavenly comic relief with celestial tumbling routines.

      Scuola Grande dei Carmini
                NOTABLE BUILDING
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 528 94 20; www.scuolagrandecarmini.it; Campo Santa Margherita 2617; adult/reduced €5/4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-5pm)
            
            If a time machine could return you to Venice 300 years ago, you could stay in this refuge run by Carmelite nuns and lavishly appointed by Giambattista Tiepolo and Baldessare Longhena. Longhena designed the stucco-frosted and gold-leafed stairway to heaven, which is glimpsed upstairs in in Tiepolo’s nine-panel ceiling of a resplendent 
                Virgin in Glory
            
            . Ask downstairs about occasional concerts by 
                Musica in Maschera
             
                (Musical Masquerade; www.musicainmaschera.it)
            
            , performed here in 1700s costume.
        

      [image: free]Magazzini del Sale
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map


            
                (
www.fondazionevedova.org; Zattere 266; donation suggested; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-6pm Wed-Mon during shows)
            
            A recent retrofit designed by Pritzker Prize–winning architect Renzo Piano has transformed Venice’s historical salt warehouses into city art galleries. Alongside a public art gallery and performance space is 
                Fondazione Vedova
            
             
                (www.fondazionevedova.org)
            , dedicated to pioneering Venetian abstract painter Emilio Vedova. At the Fondazione, shows are often literally moving and rotating: powered by renewable energy sources, 10 robotic arms designed by Vedova and Piano move art works in and out of storage slots.
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                GIANANTONIO DE VINCENZO: MUSICIAN
            

            
                Surround Sound
            

            
                To enjoy concerts, first you have to find them, but our idea with Venezia Suona is to have wonderful concerts find people wherever they are. We’ve invited international musicians to play inside boats, at deserted island army barracks, even on top of the Tronchetto parking garage. That’s the ugliest place in Venice, but for one afternoon it was glorious.
            

            
                Beyond Baroque
            

            
                Vivaldi is like masquerade masks in Venice: it’s everywhere, you can’t miss it. When you encounter different music, stop and listen: this is how culture evolves, by paying attention to unexpected sensations. Otherwise we’re stuck with whatever’s on TV.
            

            
                Dinner & a Show
            

            
                Restaurants close early, but you can find 
                    cicheti
                
                (Venetian tapas) before and after concerts. I’ll grab 
                    panini
                
                and natural-process 
                    prosecco
                
                (type of sparkling wine) at Al Mercà before shows, or hit the 
                    cicheti
                 
                bar at Al Pesador afterwards.

            
                Venetian Jazz
            

            
                The creak of a gondola oar in the oarlock, followed by the rush of swirling water: those are the quiet, rhythmic sounds you can actually hear in Venice, because there is no aggressive traffic noise. Saturdays at Rialto Market, you’ll hear an improvised call-and-response between vendors and shoppers – it’s Venice’s own jazz.
            

            
        

      

      
            SAN POLO & SANTA CROCE
        


      [image: top-choice]I Frari
                CHURCH
            
        

      
      
            
                (Basilica di Santa Maria Gloriosa dei Frari; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; www.chorusvenezia.org; Campo dei Frari 3004;
                admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 1-6pm Sun)
            
            This soaring Italian-brick Gothic church features marquetry choir stalls, Canova’s pyramid mausoleum, Bellini’s achingly sweet 
                Madonna with Child
             
            triptych in the sacristy, and Longhena’s creepy Doge Pesaro funereal monument hoisted by burly slaves bursting from ragged clothes like Invisible Hulks – yet visitors are inevitably drawn to the small altarpiece.

      This is Titian’s 1518
                Assumption,
             
            in which a radiant Madonna in a Titian-red cloak reaches heavenward, steps onto a cloud and escapes this mortal coil. Both inside and outside the painting, onlookers gasp and point out at the sight; Titian outdid himself here, upstaging his own 1526 Pesaro Altarpiece near the entry. Titian was lost to the plague in 1576, but legend has it that strict rules of quarantine were bent to allow his burial near his masterpiece.

      
            [image: 15-sestiere-san-polo-ita10]

            
        

  
    Sestieri di San Polo (Venice)

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Ca' d'Oro
        D2
      

      
        2
        Ca' Pesaro
        C2
      

      
        3
        Chiesa di San Giacomo dell'Orio
        A2
      

      
        4
        Chiesa di San Polo
        B5
      

      
        5
        Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli
        G3
      

      Gallerie d'Arte Moderna(see 2)

      Museo d'Arte Orientale(see 2)

      
        6
        Museo della Fondazione Querini Stampalia
        H5
      

      
        7
        Palazzo Grimani
        H5
      

      
        8
        Palazzo Mocenigo
        B2
      

      
        
        Palazzo Querini Stampalia
        (see 6)
      

      
        9
        Ponte di Rialto
        E4
      

      
        10
        Scuola Grande di San Marco
        H3
      

      
        11
        Zanipolo
        H3
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        12
        Alla Vite Dorata
        F1
      

      
        13
        Ca' Angeli
        C5
      

      
        14
        Foresteria Valdese
        H4
      

      15
        Oltre il GiardinoA4

      16
        Palazzo AbadessaE1

      
        17
        Pensione Guerrato
        D3
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      18Al PesadorE3

      
        19
        Aliani
        D4
      

      20All'ArcoD3

      
        21
        Antica Birreria della Corte
        B4
      

      
        22
        Billa Supermarket
        G5
      

      
        23
        Coop
        G5
      

      
        24
        Coop
        A2
      

      
        25
        Dai Zemei
        D4
      

      
        26
        Drogheria Mascari
        D3
      

      27Enoteca aI VoltoD5

      
        28
        Gelateria Suso
        F4
      

      
        29
        La Cantina
        C1
      

      
        30
        Osteria La Zucca
        A2
      

      
        31
        Pescaria
        D3
      

      
        32
        Pronto Pesce Pronto
        D3
      

      
        33
        Rialto Biocenter
        B3
      

      
        34
        Rialto Market
        D3
      

      35ZenzeroG4

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        36
        Al Mercà
        D3
      

      
        37
        Al Prosecco
        A2
      

      
        38
        Cantina Do Spade
        D3
      

      39
        Enoteca MascaretaH4

      
        40
        I Rusteghi
        F4
      

      
        41
        Osteria all'Alba
        E4
      

      
        42
        Pasticceria Rizzardini
        C5
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        43
        Arena di Campo San Polo
        B4
      

      
        44
        Casa del Cinema
        B2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        45
        Cartè
        C3
      

      
        46
        Giovanna Zanella
        F4
      

    

  



      [image: top-choice]Scuola Grande di
            San Rocco
                MUSEUM
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 48 64; www.scuolagrandesanrocco.it; Campo San Rocco 3052; adult/reduced €7/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm)
            
            Everyone wanted the commission to paint this building dedicated to the patron saint of the plague-stricken, so Tintoretto cheated: instead of 
            producing sketches like rival Veronese, he gifted a splendid ceiling panel of patron St Roch, knowing it couldn’t be refused or matched by other artists.

      Upstairs

      Old Testament scenes Tintoretto painted from 1575 to 1587 for the Sala Grande Superiore ceiling upstairs read like a modern graphic novel: you can almost hear the
                swoop!
             
            overhead as an angel dives down to feed ailing Elijah. Against the shadowy backdrop of the Black Death, eerie lightning-bolt illumination strikes Tintoretto’s subjects in New Testament wall scenes.

      Downstairs

      In the assembly hall, Tintoretto tells Mary’s life story, starting on the left wall with
                Annunciation
            
            and ending with dark and cataclysmic 
                Ascension 
            opposite. Gregorian chant concerts are occasionally performed here (ask at the counter), and you can practically hear their echoes in Tintoretto’s haunting paintings.
        

      Ca’ Pesaro
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 72 11 27; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Fondamenta de Ca’ Pesaro 2070; adult/reduced €8/5 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Tue-Sun Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar)
             
            Like a couple of Venetian eccentrics in Carnevale costume, the stately exterior of this Longhena-designed 1710 palazzo hides two quirky museums: the Galleria d’Arte Moderna and Museo d’Arte Orientale.

      Galleria d’Arte Moderna

      Three storeys of Venetian modern art history begin with flag-waving early Biennales, showcasing Venetian landscapes and Venetian socialites by Venetian painters (notably Giacomo Favretto and Guglielmo Ciardi). The savvy Biennale organisers soon diversified, showcasing Gustav Klimt’s 1909
                Judith II (Salome)
            
            and Marc Chagall’s 
                Rabbi of Vitebsk
             
            (1914–22). The 1st-floor 1961 De Lisi Bequest added Kandinskys and Morandis to the modernist mix of De Chiricos, Mirós and Moores, plus radical abstracts by postwar Venetian artists Santomaso and Vedova.

      Museo d’Arte Orientale

      Climb the creaky attic stairs past a phalanx of samurai warriors, girded for battle: this marks the beginning of an epic 1887–89 souvenir-shopping spree across Asia that Prince Enrico di Borbone preserved for posterity. Edo-era netsukes, screens and a lacquerware palanquin are standouts in his collection of 30,000
                objets d’art
            
            .
        

      Palazzo Mocenigo
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 72 17 98; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Salizada di San Stae 1992; adult/reduced €5/3.30 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Tue-Sun Apr-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Mar) 
            Costume dramas unfold in this costume museum inside a baroque Grand Canal palace. Necklines plunge in the Red Living Room, lethal corsets come undone in the Contessa’s Bedroom and men’s paisley silk knee-breeches show some leg in the Dining Room. Even at the most risqué parties in the Green Living Room under Jacopo Guarana’s 1787 
                Allegory of Nuptial Bliss ceiling
            
            , guests had to mind their tongues: the Mocenigo family once reported philosopher and sometime house guest Giordano Bruno to the Inquisition for heresy.
        

      Chiesa di San Giacomo dell’Orio
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio 1457; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            Early Venetian maritime conquests explain the hotchpotch, multiculti decor in this chilly yet charming medieval church, with its Latin cross layout, Lombard pulpit perched atop a 6th-century Byzantine column, and recently restored 14th-century 
                carena di nave
            
            ceiling. Standout art works include luminous sacristy paintings by Palma Il Giovane, a rare Lorenzo Lotto 
                Madonna with Child and Saints
             
            and an exceptional Veronese wooden crucifix (currently undergoing restoration).

      Chiesa di San Polo
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
Campo San Polo 2118; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            Travellers often speed past this modest 9th-century Byzantine brick church between I Frari and the Rialto without suspecting that major dramas are unfolding behind these modest portals. Under the medieval wooden 
                carena di nave
            
            ceiling, Tintoretto’s 
                Last Supper
            
            shows apostles alarmed and outraged by Jesus’ announcement that one of them will betray him. Giandominico Tiepolo’s disturbing 
                Stations of the Cross
             
            sacristy cycle shows Jesus tormented by jeering onlookers, only to leap triumphantly from his tomb in a ceiling panel.

      
        
            
                THE ORIGINAL GHETTO
            

            
                In medieval times, this Cannaregio outpost housed a 
                    getto
                 
                (foundry). But it was as the designated Jewish quarter from the 16th to 18th centuries that this area gave the word a whole new meaning. In accordance with the Venetian Republic’s 1516 decree, Jewish lenders, doctors and clothing merchants were allowed to attend to Venice’s commercial interests by day, while at night and on Christian holidays most were restricted to the gated island of Ghetto Nuovo. Unlike most European cities at the time, pragmatic Venice granted Jewish doctors dispensation for consultations. In fact, Venice’s Jewish and Muslim physicians are credited with helping establish the quarantine on incoming ships that spared Venice the worst ravages of plague.

            
                When Jewish merchants fled the Spanish Inquisition for Venice in 1541, there was no place to go in the Ghetto but up. Around Campo del Ghetto Nuovo, upper storeys housed new arrivals, synagogues and publishing houses. Despite a 10-year censorship order issued by the church in Rome in 1553, Jewish Venetian publishers contributed hundreds of titles popularising new Renaissance ideas on religion, humanist philosophy and medicine. By the 17th century, Ghetto literary salons organised by philosopher Sara Copio Sullam, Rabbi Leon da Modena and others brought leading thinkers of all faiths to the Ghetto.
            

            
                After Napoleon lifted restrictions in 1797, some 1626 Ghetto residents gained standing as Venetian citizens. However, Mussolini’s 1938 race laws were throwbacks to the 16th century, and in 1943 most Jewish Venetians were rounded up and sent to concentration camps; only 37 returned. Today few of Venice’s 400-strong Jewish community actually live in the Ghetto, but their children come to Campo del Ghetto Nuovo to play, surrounded by the Ghetto’s living legacy of bookshops, art galleries and religious institutions.
            

        

      

      
            CANNAREGIO
        


      [image: top-choice]Chiesa della Madonna
            dell’Orto
                CHURCH
            
        

      
      
Offline map  
        

            
                (
Campo della Madonna dell’Orto 3520; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            This elegantly spare 1365 brick Gothic cathedral dedicated to the patron saint of travellers remains one of Venice’s best-kept secrets. This was the parish church of Venetian
            Renaissance master Tintoretto, who is buried here in the corner chapel and saved two of his finest works for the apse: 
                Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple,
            
            with throngs of starstruck angels and mortals vying for a glimpse of Mary, and his 1546 
                Last Judgment,
            
            where lost souls attempt to hold back a teal tidal wave while an angel rescues one last person from the ultimate 
                acque alte
            
            .
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    Cannaregio (Venice)

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      1Chiesa della Madonna dell'OrtoD1

      
        2
        Museo Ebraico
        B2
      

      
        3
        Schola Canton
        B2
      

      
        4
        Schola Italiana
        B2
      

      
        5
        Schola Spagnola
        B2
      

      Schola Tedesca(see 2)

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        6
        Ca' Pozzo
        B2
      

      
        7
        Domus Orsoni
        A2
      

      
        8
        Hotel Villa Rosa
        A3
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        9
        Anice Stellato
        C1
      

      
        10
        Billa Supermarket
        D3
      

      
        11
        Osteria L'Orto dei Mori
        D2
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        12
        Agli Ormesini
        C2
      

      
        13
        Al Timon
        B1
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        14
        Casinò di Venezia
        C3
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      15
        MalefatteD3

      
        16
        Old World Books
        B2
      

    

  



      Museo Ebraico
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 71 53 59; www.museoebraico.it; Campo del Ghetto Nuovo 2902b; adult/reduced €3/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Sun-Fri except Jewish holidays Jun-Sep, to 6pm Oct-May)
             
            At the heart of the Ghetto, this museum explores the history of Venice’s Jewish community and its pivotal contributions to the worlds of science, literature, fashion, religion, philosophy and commerce.

      Synagogue Tour

      
            
                (tours incl admission adult/reduced €8.50/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                4 tours daily from 10.30am) 
            Hour-long English-language tours leave from the museum, and lead inside three of the Ghetto’s seven tiny synagogues: the 1528 
                Schola Tedescha
            
            (German Synagogue), with a gilded, elliptical women’s gallery modelled after an opera balcony; the 1531 
                Schola Canton
            Offline map Google map
            (French Synagogue), with eight charming landscapes taken from biblical parables; and either the simple, dark-wood 
                Schola Italiana
            Offline map Google map
            (Italian Synagogue) or the still-active 
                Schola Spagnola
            Offline map Google map 
            (Spanish Synagogue), with interiors attributed to Baldassare Longhena.

      Ca’ d’Oro
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (House of Gold; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 03 45; www.cadoro.org; Calle di Ca’ d’Oro 3932; adult/reduced €6/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-2pm Mon, to 7.15pm Tue-Sun)
             
            Even without original gold-leaf details that gave the palace its name, this splendid 15th-century Gothic palace is rivalled only by its own shimmering reflection in the Grand Canal. The lacy Gothic arcade framing the two-tier balcony makes for Venice’s most irresistible photo-ops, and the intricate semi-precious stone mosaics paving the water door entry make a grander entrance than any red carpet.

      Collection

      Ca’ d’Oro was donated to the city to house Galleria Franchetti, Baron Franchetti’s art collection, plus a jackpot of bronzes, tapestries and paintings plundered from Veneto churches by Napoleon and reclaimed by Venice. Collection highlights include Andrea Mantegna’s teeth-baring, arrow-riddled
                Saint Sebastian,
            
            Pietro Lombardo’s tender 
                Madonna and Child
             
            in glistening Carrara marble, and Titian fresco fragments rescued after Venice’s 1966 flood.
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                CHIESA DI SANTA MARIA DEI MIRACOLI
            

            
                A minor 
                    miracolo
                
                (miracle) of early-Renaissance architecture, Pietro Lombardo’s little marble chapel, 
                    Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
Campo dei Miracoli 6074; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
                
                , was ahead of its time, dropping Gothic grandiosity for human-scale classical architecture. By pooling resources and scavenging multicoloured marble from San Marco slag heaps, the neighbourhood commissioned this church to house Niccolò di Pietro’s Madonna icon when it miraculously started weeping in c 1480. Completing this monument to community spirit, Pier Maria Pennacchi filled 50 ceiling panels with portraits of prophets dressed as Venetians.
            

        

      

      
            CASTELLO
        


      
            
            
            Zanipolo 
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (Chiesa dei SS Giovanni e Paolo; 
            
            Click here
            
                ;
             [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 59 13; Campo SS Giovanni e Paolo; admission €2.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun)
            
            Built by Dominicans to rival the Franciscans’ I Frari, this 14th-century church lacks I Frari’s soaring grace but makes up the difference with the sheer scale and variety of its masterpieces. In the Cappella del Rosario, Paolo Veronese’s ceiling depicts a rosy Virgin ascending a staggering staircase. The chapel dome on the southwest end of the nave boasts Giambattista Lorenzetti’s 
                Jesus the Navigator,
             
            with Jesus scanning the heavens like a Venetian sea captain. The church is also a kind of pantheon, with 25 doges’ tombs by such notable sculptors as Nicola Pisano and Tullio Lombardo. A 15th-century Murano stained-glass window in the south transept has been gorgeously restored.

      Zanipolo’s austere facade is nearly overwhelmed by the lavish Renaissance polychrome trompe l’œil facade by Pietro Lombardo for the adjacent
                Scuola Grande di San Marco
            Offline map Google map
            , now Venice’s main hospital (patient visits only).
        

      
                [image: 15-castello-ita10]
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      Scuola di San Giorgio
            degli Schiavoni
                CHURCH
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 88 28; Calle dei Furlani 3259a; adult/reduced €4/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                2.45-6pm Mon, 9.15am-1pm & 2.45-6pm Tue-Sat, 9.15am-1pm Sun)
             
            Venice’s cosmopolitan nature is evident in Castello, where Turkish merchants, Armenian clerics and Balkan and Slavic labourers were considered essential to Venetian commerce and society. This 15th-century religious confraternity headquarters is dedicated to favourite Slavic saints George, Tryphone and Jerome of Dalmatia, whose lives are captured with precision and glowing, early-Renaissance grace by 15th-century master Vittore Carpaccio.

      Palazzo Grimani
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 03 45; www.palazzogrimani.org; Ramo Grimani 4858; adult/reduced €9/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm) 
            Just south of Campo Santa Maria Formosa, this light-filled 
                palazzo
            
            has finally reopened to the public after nearly three decades. Built in the 1500s by Doge Antonio Grimani to house his remarkable collection of Graeco-Roman antiquities (most of which are now in Museo Correr), the lovingly restored 
                palazzo
             
            houses high-calibre temporary exhibitions.

      Palazzo Querini Stampalia
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
                

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 271 14 11; www.querinistampalia.it, in Italian; Campiello Querini Stampalia 5252) 
            Hidden behind the rambling facade of this 16th-century 
                palazzo
            
            lies a series of unexpected attractions. Savvy tipplers take their 
                aperitivi
            
            with a twist of high modernism in the Carlo Scarpa–designed 
                garden
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-9.30pm Tue-Sat, to 7pm Sun)
            
            . The more sober of mind can wind their way through the Mario Botta–designed bookshop for a ticket to the upstairs 
                Museo della Fondazione Querini Stampalia Offline map Google map
            
                (adult/reduced €8/6; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-8pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun)
            
            . The museum’s temporary contemporary shows add an element of the unexpected to silk-draped salons preserved in period splendour since 1868.
        

      Chiesa di San Francesco
            della Vigna
                CHURCH
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 61 02; Campo San Francesco della Vigna 2786; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-12.30pm & 3-6pm Mon-Sat, 3-6pm Sun)
            
            East of Campo SS Giovanni e Paolo you’ll spot the bell tower of this enchanting church. Designed and built by Jacopo Sansovino with a facade by Palladio, it is one of Venice’s most underrated attractions. The Madonna positively glows in Bellini’s 1507 
                Madonna and Saints
            
            in the Capella Santa off the cloisters; swimming angels and strutting birds steal the scene in Antonio da Negroponte’s c 1460–70 
                Virgin Enthroned;
             
            and Pietro Lombardo’s lifelike lions seem ready to pounce right out of the 15th-century marble reliefs in the Capella Giustiniani, to the left of the altar.

      Chiesa di San Giorgio dei Greci
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 65 81; Campiello dei Greci 3412; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-12.30pm & 2.30-4.30pm Mon & Wed-Sat, 9am-1pm Sun) 
            Greek Orthodox refugees fleeing conquering Turks built this church in 1536, with the aid of a special dispensation from Venice to collect taxes on Greek ships. Its distinctive bell tower, completed in 1603, has leaned precariously since shortly after its completion.
        

      Just next to the church is the extraordinary
                Museo delle Icone Offline map Google map
            
                (www.istitutoellenico.org; adult/student €4/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm)
            
            ,
             
            a treasure box of some 80 Greek icons from the 14th to the 17th century.
        

      Arsenale
                HISTORICAL BUILDING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            Founded in 1104, the Arsenale soon became the greatest medieval shipyard in Europe, home to 300 shipping companies employing up to 16,000 people. Capable of turning out a new galley in a day, it is considered a forerunner of mass industrial production. Though it’s closed to the public most of the year, arty types invade the shipyard during Venice’s art and architecture Biennales, when it hosts exhibitions and special events.

      Chiesa di San Zaccaria
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 12 57; Campo San Zaccaria 4693; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-noon & 4-6pm Mon-Sat, 4-6pm Sun)
            
            When 15th-century Venetian girls preferred sailors to saints, they often had to do a penitential stint at the convent adjoining this remarkable church. A hotchpotch of Romanesque, Gothic, Renaissance and baroque, it represents centuries of the wealth of disgruntled parents. Don’t miss Bellini’s melancholy 
                Virgin
             
            or Tiepolo’s version of the flight into Egypt via Venetian-style boat. For €1, you can also visit hidden chapels and the waterlogged, 10th-century foundations.

      Giardini Pubblici
                PARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      

            Begun under Napoleon as the city’s first green space, a large portion of these leafy public gardens serve as the main home of the Biennale, with curators and curiosity-seekers swarming the pavilions, from Carlo Scarpa’s daring 1954 raw-concrete-and-glass Venezuelan Pavilion to Peter Cox’s awkward 1988 Australian Pavilion, which is frequently mistaken for a shed. Part of the gardens is open to the public all year round; sometimes during off years you can wander among the pavilions and admire the facades.

      La Pietà
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 21 71; Riva degli Schiavoni; admission €3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Thu-Sun, also for concerts) 
            This light-filled, harmonious church designed by Giorgio Massari is famous for its association with the composer Vivaldi, who was concertmaster here in the early 18th century. Built shortly after Vivaldi’s death, the acoustic-friendly oval shape honours his memory and is still regularly used as a concert hall. Note the ceiling that seems to float off its hinges, thanks to Giambattista Tiepolo’s gravity-defying 
                Coronation of the Virgin
            
            .
        

      Museo Storico Navale
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 244 13 99; Riva San Biagio 2148; adult/reduced €1.55/0.77; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.45am-1.30pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat) 
            This 42-room monument to Venice’s maritime history is mostly of interest to specialists, with its miniature versions of ocean liners, seaside fortifications and WWII battleships. However, landlubbers will gawk at the sumptuous model of the 
                bucintoro – 
            the doge’s gilded ceremonial barge, destroyed by Napoleonic troops – as well as Peggy Guggenheim’s lavish gondola.
        

      
            GIUDECCA
        

      Originally known as the
                spina longa
             
            (long fishbone) because of its shape, Giudecca has survived many trials without losing its spirit. Venice’s Jewish community lived here prior to the creation of the Ghetto, but Giudecca isn’t related to the word ‘Jewish’ (
                ebraico 
            in Italian). Giudecca is probably derived from 
                zudega
            
            (from 
                giudicato,
             
            or ‘the judged’), the name given to rebellious Venetian nobles banished to Giudecca. The banishments backfired: Giudecca became fashionable and Venetians built weekend garden villas on the island. However, many were abandoned during times of plague and war, and were eventually displaced by 19th-century industry.

      Today Giudecca is entering its third act, with brick factories converted into artists’ lofts, galleries taking over the Fondamenta San Biagio, and some of Venice’s most reasonably priced restaurants.
                Vaporetti
             
            41, 42, 82 and N (night) 
            make Giudecca an easy stop between San Marco and Dorsoduro.
        

      Il Redentore
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (Chiesa del SS Redentore; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; Campo del SS Redentore 194; admission €3 or Chorus Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat)
            
            You can’t miss Palladio’s 1577 Il Redentore church, a triumph of white marble along the Grand Canal celebrating the city’s deliverance from the Black Death. Inside above the portal, Paolo Piazza’s strikingly modern 1619 
                Gratitude of Venice for Liberation from the Plague
             
            shows the city held aloft by angels in sobering shades of grey. Survival is never taken for granted by Venetians, who walk across the Giudecca Canal on a shaky pontoon bridge from the Zattere during Festa del Redentore.

      Fortuny Tessuti Artistici
                LANDMARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 40 78; www.fortuny.com; Fondamenta San Biagio 805; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-noon & 2-5pm Mon-Fri) 
            Marcel Proust waxed poetic over the creations of Spanish-born textile master Mariano Fortuny, who relocated permanently to Venice in 1889. Visitors can still browse Fortuny creations in the showroom, though fabrication methods remain a jealously guarded secret.
        

      
            ISOLA DI SAN GIORGIO MAGGIORE
        

      Chiesa di San Giorgio Maggiore 
                CHURCH
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 78 27; Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-12.30pm & 2.30-6.30pm Mon-Sat May-Sep, 9.30am-12.30pm & 2.30-4.30pm Oct-Apr) 
            Solar eclipses are only marginally more dazzling than Palladio’s white Istrian marble facade. Begun in the 1560s, it owes more to ancient Roman temples than the bombastic baroque of Palladio’s day. Inside, ceilings billow over a generous nave, with high windows distributing filtered sunshine and easy grace. Two of Tintoretto’s masterworks flank the altar, and a lift whisks visitors up the 60m-high 
                bell tower
            
             
                (€3) 
            for stirring Ventian panoramas – a great alternative to long lines at San Marco’s 
                campanile
            .
        

      Behind the church, a defunct naval academy has been converted into a shipshape gallery by the
                Fondazione Giorgio Cini
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 220 12 15; www.cini.it; Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore; adult/reduced €12/10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                guided tours in English & French 11am, 1pm, 3pm & 5pm Sat & Sun, in Italian 10am, noon, 2pm & 4pm Sat & Sun)
            
            . After escaping the Dachau internment camp with his son Giorgio, Vittorio Cini returned to Venice on a mission to save San Giorgio Maggiore, which was a ramshackle mess in 1949. Cini’s foundation restored the island into a cultural centre. In addition to its permanent collection of Old Masters and modern art, the gallery hosts important contemporary works, from Peter Greenaway to Anish Kapoor.
        

      
            THE LIDO
        

      When Karl Lagerfeld was looking for an appropriate location for Chanel’s 2009 resort couture collection, the choice was obvious: the Lido Offline map. Only 15 minutes by 
                vaporetti
            
            1, 51, 52, 61, 62, 82 and N from San Marco, this barrier island has brought glamour to beach-going since the late 19th century, when Venetians began to flee muggy Venetian summers for the Lido’s breezy, Liberty-style villas. Thomas Mann’s novel 
                Death in Venice
             
            was set here, and you’ll spot wrought-iron balconies and seaside hotels that date from those elegantly decadent days. However, the most famous of all – Hotel des Bains – was closed for major restoration at the time of writing.

      
            
                Lido beaches
             
                (deposit/chair/hut €5/6/11, umbrella & chair €17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-7pm May-Sep)
            
            remain a major draw. But to avoid the crowds, rent a bicycle by the 
                vaporetto
            
            stop at 
                Lido on Bike
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 526 80 19; www.lidoonbike.it; Gran Viale 21b; bikes per 90min/day €5/9; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm Apr-Sep)
            
            and head south to 
                Alberoni 
            and other pristine, windswept beaches.
        

      The biggest event on the Lido social calendar is September’s Venice Film Festival, when starlets and socialites attempt to blind paparazzi with Italian couture. Major events are held at the 1930s
                Palazzo del Cinema
            
            , which looks like a Fascist airport when stripped of its red carpet.
        

      
            ISOLA DI SAN MICHELE
        

      Shuttling between Murano from the Fondamente Nuove,
                vaporetti
            
            41 and 42 stop at Venice’s 
                city cemetery
            
            , established on Isola di San Michele under Napoleon. Until then, Venetians were buried in parish plots across town – not the most salubrious solution, as Napoleon’s inspectors soon realised. Today, goths, incorrigible romantics and music lovers pause here to pay respects to Ezra Pound, Sergei Diaghilev and Igor Stravinsky. Architecture aficionados stop here to see Renaissance 
                Chiesa di San Michele in Isola
            Offline map Google map 
, begun by Codussi in 1469, as well as the ongoing cemetery extension scheduled for 2013 completion by David Chipperfield Architects. It includes the 
                Courtyard of the Four Evangelists
            
            , a rather gloomy bunker with a concrete colonnade and basalt-clad walls engraved with the Gospels.
        

      
            MURANO
        

      Venetians have been working in crystal and glass since the 10th century, but due to fire hazards all glass-blowing was moved to the island of Murano Offline map in the 13th century. Woe betide the glass-blower with wanderlust: trade secrets were so jealously guarded that any glass-worker who left the city was accused of treason and subject to assassination. Today glass artisans ply their trade at workshops along Murano’s Fondamenta dei Vetrai marked by ‘Fornace’ (Furnace) signs. To ensure glass you buy is handmade in Murano and not factory-fabricated elsewhere, look for the heart-shaped seal guarantee.
        

      Museum of Glass
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (Museo del Vetro; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 73 95 86; www.museiciviciveneziani.it; Fondamenta Giustinian 8; adult/reduced €8/5.50 or Museum Pass; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Thu-Tue Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar)
            
            Since 1861, this palace has showcased Murano’s glass-making prowess. Downstairs displays exhibit surprisingly intact 1500-year-old iridescent Roman glass, but upstairs Murano shows off with displays ranging from 17th-century winged 
                aventurine
             
            goblets to a whimsical 1930s glass cactus. Geek out in the gallery explaining glass-making techniques innovated on Murano, from mosaic miniatures to Venetian trade beads.

      Chiesa dei SS Maria e Donato
                CHURCH
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 73 90 56; Campo San Donato; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-noon & 3.30-7pm Mon-Sat, 3.30-7pm Sun) 
            Fire-breathing is the unifying theme of Murano’s medieval church, with its 12-century gilded glass Madonna apse mosaic made in Murano’s red-hot 
                fornace
             
            (furnaces) and the legendary bones of a dragon hanging behind the altar. According to local lore, this beast was slain by San Donato, whose mortal remains were also brought here from Cephalonia as relics.

      
            BURANO
        

      If Venice’s Gothic architecture is making you feel slightly loopy, Burano Offline map will bring you down to earth and back to your senses with a reviving shock of colour. The 50-minute Laguna Nord (LN) ferry ride from the Fondamente Nuove is packed with photographers vying for the best shot of pea-green stockings hung to dry between hot-pink and royal-blue houses.
        

      Besides its colourful character, Burano is famed for lemon-scented, S-shaped
                buranelli
            
            biscuits and handmade lace. At the time of writing, 
                Museo del Merletto
            
             
                (Lace Museum; www.museiciviciveneziani.it) 
            remained closed for expansion, and much of the lace for sale in Burano boutiques was imported – be sure to ask for a guarantee of authenticity.

      
            TORCELLO
        

      On the pastoral island of Torcello Offline map, a three-minute T-line ferry-hop from Burano, sheep outnumber the 14 or so human residents. This bucolic backwater was once a Byzantine metropolis of 20,000, but of its original nine churches and two abbeys, only the striking brick 
                Chiesa di Santa Fosca
            
            and splendid mosaic-filled 
                Santa Maria Assunta
             
            remain.

      On leisurely walks around the island, you’ll spot a few relics, including a worn stone throne Attila the Hun is said to have occupied in the 5th century where lagoon birds now perch – it’s been a while since Ernest Hemingway’s hunting parties gave them cause for fear. Time permitting before the last ferry departure, peek at early mosaics painstakingly assembled from half-centimetre tesserae and miniature bronzes collected from Torcello’s Byzantine heyday inside the small
                Torcello museum
             
                (Piazza Torcello; admission incl cathedral €8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-5pm Tue-Sun Apr-Oct).
            
        

      Santa Maria Assunta
                CATHEDRAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (Piazza Torcello; admission & audioguide cathedral €6, incl museum €8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-6pm Mar-Oct, 10am-5pm Nov-Feb)
             
            Don’t let its restrained exteriors and advanced age fool you: this Byzantine cathedral built in 639 and rebuilt around 1008 is bursting with colourful stories in interior mosaics. The soaring bell tower offers commanding lagoon views, but is currently undergoing restoration. Last entry is half an hour before closing.

      Mosaics

      A beatific Madonna rises above corn poppies in the golden eastern apse mosaic, while on the western wall a mosaic Last Judgment shows the Adriatic as a sea nymph ushering souls lost at sea towards St Peter, who’s jangling the keys to Paradise like God’s own bouncer. A sneaky devil tips the scales of justice, while his minions drag sinners into a hell populated with bloated gluttons, greedy bejewelled merchants, and envious cadavers with snakes coming out of their eyes. In the centre, Jesus offers reassuring words: ‘I am God and Man; I am not far from the guilty, but close to the repentant.’

      
            [image: categoryactivitiespng]
            Activities
        

      A gondola ride is anything but pedestrian, with glimpses into
                palazzi
            
            courtyards and hidden canals otherwise invisible by foot. Official daytime rates are €80 for 40 minutes (six passengers maximum) or €100 from 7pm to 8am, not including songs (negotiated separately) or tips. Additional time is charged in 20-minute increments (day/night €40/50). You may negotiate a price break in low season, overcast weather or around midday, when other travellers get hot and hungry. Agree on a price, time limit and singing in advance to avoid surcharges. Gondole cluster at 
                stazi
             
            (stops) along the Grand Canal, at the train station ([image: iconphonepng]
            041 71 85 43), the Rialto (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            041 522 49 04) and near major monuments (eg I Frari, Ponte Sospiri and Accademia), but you can also book a pick-up at a canal near you (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            041 528 50 75).
        

      
        
            [image: 15-venice-wt-ita10]

            
                
                    START 
                PIAZZA SAN MARCO 
                    FINISH
                
                CAMPO SAN GIACOMO DELL’ORIO 
                    DISTANCE
                
                6KM 
                    DURATION
                 
                2 HOURS, EXCLUDING LUNCH AND DRINKS

            
                Walking Tour: 
                Venice Labyrinth

            
                This adventure, which explores Venice’s crooked 
                    calli
                
                (lanes) and charming hidden 
                    campi
                
                (squares), begins with the obligatory salute to [image: 1] 
                    Basilica di San Marco
                
                . Duck under the [image: 2] 
                    Torre dell’Orlogio
                
                and follow the 
                    calle
                
                veering right into narrow [image: 3] 
                    Campo della Guerra
                
                , where you’ll hear Venetian gossip whispered over 
                    Spritz
                
                and gondoliers singing. Pass over the bridge along Calle Casselleria into sunny [image: 4] 
                    Campo Santa Maria Formosa
                
                . Straight ahead is Calle Santa Maria della Formosa; follow it to the left across two bridges to Salizada Santi Giovanni e Paolo, which leads left to the massive Gothic cathedral, [image: 5] 
                    Zanipolo
                
                .
            

            
                Calle Larga Gallina leads over a bridge, and before you cross a second bridge turn left for a glimpse of heaven at Venice’s small wonder, the marble-clad [image: 6] 
                    Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli
                
                . Backtrack to the bridge, and cross it to browse through [image: 7]
                
                    Campo Santa Maria Nova 
                to Salizada San Canciano, which you’ll follow down to skinny [image: 8] 
                    Campo San Bartolomeo
                
                , lined with designer showrooms and souvenir stalls. To the right is [image: 9] 
                    Ponte di Rialto
                
                ; stay on the right as you cross and duck away from the crowds towards happy-hour central, [image: a] 
                    Campo Cesare Battisti
                
                , and continue along the [image: b] 
                    Grand Canal
                
                to Venice’s tastiest 
                    campi:
                
                produce-piled [image: c] 
                    Campo Rialto Mercato
                
                 
                and the
                covered seafood market, [image: d] 
                    Pescaria
                
                .
            

            
                Turning left along Calle dei Botteri and another on boutique-lined Calle di Cristi, you’ll come to oddly shaped [image: e] 
                    Campo San Cassian
                
                , the site of the world’s first public opera house. Cross the bridge to Calle della Regina, then head right to cross another bridge to sociable [image: f] 
                    Campo Santa Maria Mater Domini
                
                , with its cafes and ancient neighbourhood well. Turn left down Calle Lunga and over a bridge until it dead-ends, then jog left to Rio Tera Seconda and right again onto Calle del Tentor. Straight ahead, you’ll see its namesake medieval church, [image: g] 
                    San Giacomo dell’Orio
                
                , and your pick of Italy’s best natural-process wines at [image: h] 
                    Al Prosecco
                
                . 
                    Cin-cin!
                
            

        

      

      
            [image: categorytourpng]
            Tours
        

      From April to October, APT tourist offices (Click here
            ) offer guided tours ranging from the classic gondola circuit (€40 per person) to a penetrating look at Basilica di San Marco (€18 per person).
        

      Laguna Eco Adventures
                BOAT
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                329 722 62 89; www.lagunaecoadventures.com; 2½-8hr trips per person €40-150)
            
            Explore the far reaches of the lagoon by day or hidden Venetian canals by night in a traditional 
                sampierota, 
            a narrow twin-sailed boat. Reserve ahead and note that trips are subject to weather conditions.
        

      Row Venice
                BOAT
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                345 241 52 66; www.rowvenice.com; 2hr lessons from €40) 
            The next best thing to walking on water: rowing a 
                sandolo
             
            (Venetian boat) standing up like gondoliers do, with Australian-Venetian rowing coach Jane Caporal.

      Terra e Acqua
                BOAT
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                347 420 50 04; www.terraeacqua.com; day trips per person incl lunch from €70) 
            Spot rare lagoon wildlife, admire architectural gems of Burano and Torcello, and moor for a tasty fish-stew lunch, all via 
                bragosso
             
            (Venetian barge).

      Venicescapes
                WALKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.venicescapes.org; 4-6hr tours incl book 2 adults US$150-275, additional adult/under 18yr US$50/25)
             
            Run by a nonprofit historical society, these intriguing walking tours explore themes like Venice’s multi-ethnic roots or the Venetian art of espionage.

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            Festivals & Events
        

      Carnevale
                CULTURAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.carnevale.venezia.it)
            
            Masquerade madness stretches over two weeks in February before Lent. Tickets to La Fenice’s masked balls start at €200, but there’s a free-flowing wine fountain to commence Carnevale, public costume parties in every 
                campo 
            (square), 
            and a Grand Canal flotilla marking the end of festivities.

      Festa di San Marco
                RELIGIOUS
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.comune.venezia.it)
             
            Join the celebration of Venice’s patron saint on 25 April, when Venetian men carry roses in processions through Piazza San Marco, then bestow them on women they love.

      Vogalonga
                CULTURAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.vogalonga.it)
            
            A show of endurance each May or June, this 32km ‘long row’ starts with 1000 boats launching outside the Palazzo Ducale, loops past Burano and Murano, and ends with cheers, sweat and enough 
                prosecco
             
            to numb blisters at Punta della Dogana.

      La Biennale di Venezia
                CULTURAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.labiennale.org)
             
            In odd years the Art Biennale runs from June to October, while in even years the Architecture Biennale runs from September to November. The main venues are Giardini Pubblici pavilions and the Arsenale. Every summer, the Biennale hosts avant-garde dance, theatre, cinema and music programs throughout the city.

      Festa del Redentore
                CULTURAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.turismovenezia.it)
             
            Walk on water across the Giudecca Canal to Il Redentore via a wobbly pontoon bridge on the third Saturday and Sunday in July, then watch the fireworks from the Zattere.

      Venice Film Festival
                FILM
            
        

            
            
                (www.labiennale.org/en/cinema)
             
            The only thing hotter than a Lido beach in August is the Film Festival’s star-studded red carpet, usually rolled out from the last weekend in August through the first week of September.

      Regata Storica
                CULTURAL
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.comune.venezia.it)
            
            Never mind who’s winning, just check out all the cool gear: 16th-century costumes, eight-oared gondolas and ceremonial barques feature in a historical procession (usually held in 
            September), which re-enacts the arrival of the Queen of Cyprus.

      Venezia Suona
                MUSIC
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.veneziasuona.it)
            
            Hear medieval 
                campi  
            and baroque palaces echo with music from around the world over a glorious September weekend.

      Festa della Madonna
            della Salute
                CULTURAL
            
        

            
            
                (www.turismovenezia.it)
             
            If you’d survived plague, floods and Austrian invasion, you’d throw a party too. Every year since the 17th century, on 21 November Venetians cross a pontoon bridge across the Grand Canal to give thanks at Chiesa di Santa Maria della Salute and splurge on sweets.

      
            [image: categorysleeppng]
            Sleeping
        

      Many Venetians open their historical homes as B&Bs;
                APT tourist board 
            
                (www.turismovenezia.it)
            lists 270 B&Bs, 288 
                affittacamere
            
            (rooms for rent) and 944 apartments to rent in Venice proper. More can be found at 
                Craigslist Venice
             
                (http://venice.it.craigslist.it)
            
            , www.guestinitaly.com and www.veniceapartment.com.
        

      The best hotel rates are in Venice’s low season, typically November, early December, January and the period between Carnevale and Easter, but you might swing deals in July and August. For 400 options, see www.lonelyplanet.com, and for still more choices, try
                A Guest in Venice
            
             
            
                (www.unospitedivenezia.it)
            
            or 
                Venice Hoteliers Association
             
                (www.veneziasi.it)
            
            .
        

      
            PIAZZA SAN MARCO & AROUND
        

      [image: top-choice]Novecento
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 37 65; www.novecento.biz; Calle del Dose 2683/84; d €130-260; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            World travellers put down roots in nine bohemian-chic rooms with Turkish kilim pillows, Fortuny draperies and 19th-century scallop-shell carved bedsteads. Linger over breakfast in the garden under an Indian sun parasol, meet the artists at hotel-organised art exhibitions, go for a massage at sister property Hotel Flora or mingle around the honesty bar.
        

      Gio’ & Gio’
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                347 366 50 16; www.giogiovenice.com; Calle delle Ostreghe 2439; d €90-150; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            Restrained baroque sounds like an oxymoron, but here you have it: polished wood floors, pearl-grey walls, bronze silk curtains, burl-wood dressers and spotlit art. It’s ideally located near Piazza San Marco along a side canal; angle for rooms overlooking the gondola stop, and wake to choruses of 
                Volare, oh-oh-oooooh!
            
        

      Hotel Flora
                HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 58 44; www.hotelflora.it; Calle Bergamaschi 2283a; d €150-290; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                ) 
            Down a lane from glitzy Calle Larga XXII Marzo, this ivy-covered garden retreat quietly outclasses brash top-end neighbours with its plush rooms, delightful tearoom and gym offering shiatsu massage. Guestrooms feature antique carved beds piled with soft mattresses and fluffy duvets; ask for opulent gilded No 3 or No 32, which opens onto the garden.
        

      AD Place Venice
                DESIGN HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 23 24; www.adplacevenice.com; Fondamenta della Fenice 2557a; d incl breakfast €125-290; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Taking its cue from Teatro La Fenice across the canal, AD Place goes for romantic high drama, from the lobby’s patchwork curtains and candlelit lanterns to patent leather bedsteads and gilded mirrors upstairs. Let savvy staff arrange gondola pick-ups and custom art tours, and don’t skip the buffet breakfasts on the cushion-strewn terrace.

      Hotel Ai Do Mori
                HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 48 17; www.hotelaidomori.com; Calle Larga San Marco 658; d €50-110; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            These are cosy artists’ garrets just off Piazza San Marco; book ahead to score an upper-floor room with wood-beamed ceilings, parquet floors and views over the basilica. Ask for No 11, with a private terrace (pack light as there is no lift here).

      Locanda Art Deco
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 277 05 58; www.locandaartdeco.com; Calle delle Botteghe 2966; d incl breakfast €80-170; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            Rakishly handsome, cream-coloured guestrooms have parquet floors and comfy beds in custom wrought-iron bedsteads. Helpful hotel staff arrange in-room massages and boat tours with Venice’s pioneering woman gondolier.

      
            DORSODURO
        

      Charming House DD.724
                B&B 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 277 02 62; www.thecharminghouse.com; Ramo de Mula 724; d incl breakfast €99-400; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Hole up in your own modern art–filled Venetian bolthole, with lavish breakfast buffets in the library and a 
            multimedia room. Guestrooms are designer-sleek yet cosy, and the superior double has a bathtub and balcony overlooking Peggy Guggenheim’s garden. Babysitting, massages and guided tours available on request.

      La Calcina
                INN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 520 64 66; www.lacalcina.com; Fondamenta Zattere ai Gesuati 780; s €80-150, d €110-310; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            An idyllic seaside getaway, it has breakfasts on the roof terrace, an elegant canalside restaurant and 29 airy, parquet-floored guestrooms, several facing the Giudecca Canal and Palladio’s Redentore church. Book ahead for rooms with en suite bathrooms and/or views, especially No 2, where John Ruskin stayed while he wrote his classic (if inexplicably Palladio-bashing) 1876 
                The Stones of Venice
            
            .
        

      La Chicca
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 552 55 35; www.lachicca-venezia.com; Calle Franchi 644; d incl breakfast €50-200; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            It’s neatly wedged among Dorsoduro’s trifecta of museums – Accademia, Peggy Guggenheim, Punta della Dogana – yet all you’ll hear at night in this new family-run B&B is the lapping of the canal at the end of the 
                calle
            
            . Venetian damask-clad guestrooms are spacious and blessedly uncluttered; book ahead to nab one with a tub.
        

      Hotel Galleria
                INN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 24 89; www.hotelgalleria.it; Campo della Carità 878a; s incl breakfast €70-120, d incl breakfast €100-200) 
            Smack on the Grand Canal at the Ponte dell’Accademia, this converted 17th-century mansion offers small doubles overlooking the Grand Canal (Nos 7, 8 and 9). Most rooms share updated bathrooms; two rooms accommodate larger families.
        

      Palazzo Zenobio
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 87 70; www.collegioarmeno.com; Palazzo Zenobio; s €30-65, d €56-100, s/d/tr/q without bathroom €30/56/80/100) 
            Formerly a school for Venice’s Armenian community, this gilded 1690 palace recently opened its doors to guests. Accommodation is monastic and chilly, lower-priced rooms have shared bathrooms, and there’s a 1.30am curfew. The overgrown formal garden is among Venice’s largest and loveliest, and guests are invited to on-site art events.
        

      
            SAN POLO & SANTA CROCE
        

      [image: top-choice]Oltre il Giardino
                B&B 
            
                €€€
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 275 00 15; www.oltreilgiardino-venezia.com; Fondamenta Contarini 2542; d €150-350; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            Live the designer dream in six guestrooms brimming with historical charm and modern comforts: marquetry composer’s desks, flat-screen TVs, candelabra, Bulgari bath products, 19th-century poker chairs and babysitting services. Though ‘Turquoise’ is sprawling and ‘Green’ occupies a private corner of the walled garden, ‘Grey’ has a sexy wrought-iron bed frame under a cathedral ceiling.

      Pensione Guerrato
                PENSIONE 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 528 59 27; www.pensioneguerrato.it; Ruga due Mori 240a; d incl breakfast €95-140; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            In a 1227 landmark that once sheltered knights heading off on the Third Crusade, updated guestrooms haven’t lost their sense of history – ask for one with frescoes or glimpses of the Grand Canal, or the newly restored apartment. Its prime Rialto Market location and reliable dining recommendations make Pensione Guerrato the Holy Grail for visiting foodies.

      Ca’ Angeli
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 24 80; www.caangeli.it; Calle del Traghetto della Madonnetta 1434; d €80-250; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            Brothers Giorgio and Matteo inherited this Grand Canal mansion and converted it into an antique showplace, with original Murano glass chandeliers, namesake angels from the 16th century and a restored Louis XIV sofa in the canalside reading room. Organic breakfasts are served on antique plates in the dining room, overlooking the Grand Canal.

      Domina Home Ca’ Zusto
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
www.dominavacanze.it; Campo Rielo 1358; d incl breakfast €118-225; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            With a wink at the nearby Fondaco dei Turchi, the historical Turkish trading house, strikingly modern guestrooms are named after Turkish women and decked out in harem stripes and silk brocade, with plush beds fit for 
            pashas.

      Al Campaniel
                B&B 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 275 07 49; www.alcampaniel.com; Calle del Campaniel 2889; d incl breakfast €55-105; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            A real find off quiet Campo San Tomá, it’s steps from the 
                vaporetto
             
            stop and I Frari, handy to action-packed Campo Santa Margherita and overlooks a chocolate shop. 
            In tasteful shades of cream and crimson, rooms are surprisingly spacious and inviting; standard doubles have en suite toilets but shared showers.
        

      
            CANNAREGIO
        

      [image: top-choice]Palazzo Abadessa
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      

Offline map Google map
        

( 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 37 84; www.abadessa.com; Calle Priuli 4011; d €125-345; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            Evenings seem enchanted in this opulent 1540 Venetian 
                palazzo, 
            with staff fluffing pillows, plying guests with 
                prosecco, 
            arranging 
                water
             
            taxis to the opera and plotting romantic wedding proposals. Sumptuous guestrooms feature plush beds, silk-damask walls and 18th-century vanities; go baroque and request a larger room with ceiling frescoes, Murano chandeliers and canal or garden views.

      Domus Orsoni
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 275 95 38; www.domusorsoni.it; Corte Vedei 1045; s incl breakfast €80-150, d €100-250; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            Surprise: along a tranquil back lane near the Ghetto are five of Venice’s most stylish guestrooms. In summer breakfast is served in the garden by Orsoni mosaic works, located here since 1885 – hence the mosaic fantasias glittering across walls, headboards and bathrooms.

      Ca’ Pozzo
                INN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 524 05 04; www.capozzovenice.com; Sotoportego Ca’ Pozzo 1279; d €80-170; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Biennale-bound travellers find a home away from home in this minimalist-chic hotel near the Ghetto. Several guestrooms have balconies, two accommodate guests with disabilities and spacious No 208 could house a Damien Hirst entourage.

      Alla Vite Dorata
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 30 18; www.allavitedorata.com; Rio Terà Barba Frutariol 4690b; d incl breakfast €90-150; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
                Venexiarse 
            (become Venetian) at this family home recently converted to a B&B in a quiet, untouristed neighbourhood. Romantics can upgrade to rooms with brocade-curtained beds overlooking a canal, but all rooms have high wood-beamed ceilings, wrought-iron furnishings and colourful drapery.
        

      Hotel Villa Rosa
                INN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 716 569; www.villarosahotel.com; Calle della Misericordia 389; d incl breakfast €70-140; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                )
             
            Blooming window boxes and cheery staff make arrivals feel at home round the corner from the train station. Guestrooms are compact but high ceilinged, with damask wallpaper, tapestry bedspreads and modern bathrooms.

      
            CASTELLO
        

      Ca’ Dei Dogi
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

    Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 241 37 51; www.cadeidogi.it; Corte Santa Scolastica 4242; d €100-140; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Even the neighbouring Bridge of Sighs can’t dampen the spirits of the sunny yellow Ca’ Dei Dogi. Streamlined modern rooms look like ships’ cabins, with wood-beamed ceilings, dressers resembling steamer trunks, and compact mosaic-covered bathrooms.
        

      Foresteria Valdese
                RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 528 67 97; http://foresteriavenezia.it; Palazzo Cavagnis, Castello 5170; dm €25-30, d from €82) 
            Holy hostel, Batman: many of the digs in this rambling palace retreat, owned by the Waldensian church, boast 18th-century frescoes and canal views. Dorm beds are available only for families or groups; book well ahead.

      Palazzo Soderini
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 296 08 23; www.palazzosoderini.it; Campo di Bandiera e Mori 3611; d €150-200; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            This tranquil, all-white retreat with a lily pond in the garden offers a welcome reprieve from Venice’s visual onslaught. Minimalist decor emphasises spare shapes and clean lines. There are only three rooms; book ahead.
        

      
            GIUDECCA
        

      Bauer Palladio & Spa
                LUXURY HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                041 520 70 22; www.palladiohotelspa.com; Fondamenta della Croce 33; d from €590; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Splash out in a serene, Palladio-designed former cloister with San Marco views, private solar-powered boat service and a superb spa. Once home to nuns and orphans, this converted monastery now offers heavenly comfort in rosy, serenely demure guestrooms, many with garden terraces or water views.

      Ostello Venezia
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 82 11; www.ostellovenezia.it; Fondamenta delle Zitelli 86; dm €22-27; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                check-in 1.30-11.30pm, check-out 9.30am)
            
            Serene canal views make hostel bunks seem miles away from the madding crowds of San Marco, yet they’re just a 
                vaporetto
             
            ride away. Arrive promptly after 1.30pm opening time to claim a bunk by the window; reserve ahead for one of two viewless private rooms.

      
            [image: categoryeatpng]
            Eating
        

      For basic grocery needs,
                Billa Supermarket
            Offline map Google map 
                (
Strada Nova 3660; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 9am-9pm Sun) 
            fits the bill, but the deli selection is better at the regional agricultural cooperative retailer 
                Coop
            Offline map 
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-1pm & 4-7.30pm Mon-Sat) 
            
                San Lio 5989 
Offline map  
            
; 
            
                Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio 1492
            Offline map  
             
                ;
             
                Piazzale Roma
            Offline map  
             
                .
            
        

      
            PIAZZA SAN MARCO & AROUND
        

      [image: top-choice]Enoteca al Volto
                VENETIAN 
            
                €
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map


            
                (

            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 89 45; Calle Cavalli 4081; cicheti €2-4, mains €7-18; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-3pm & 5.30-10pm Mon-Sat) 
            Join the bar crowd working its way through the vast selection of wine and 
                cicheti 
            (Venetian tapas), or come early for a table outdoors (in summer) or inside the snug back room and seaworthy bowls of pasta with 
                bottarga
             
            (dried fish roe) or house-made ravioli. Cash only.

      Osteria San Marco
                MODERN ITALIAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 528 52 42; www.osteriasanmarco.it; Frezzeria 1610; mains €20-30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                12.30-11pm Mon-Sat) 
            Romance is in the air here – but the top-notch wines lining the exposed-brick walls surely help. Under strategic spotlights, dishes seem to arrive with a halo, especially heavenly lagoon clams with squid-ink linguine. Wine selections by the glass are limited and meat dishes are modestly sized, but all is forgiven over 
                passito
             
            (dessert) wine with artisan cheeses.

      Osteria da Carla
                OSTERIA 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 78 55; Frezzeria 1535; mains €8-13; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-9pm Mon-Sat) 
            For the price of a Piazza San Marco hot chocolate, diners in the know duck into this hidden courtyard to feast on ravioli with poppy seed, pear and sheep’s-milk cheese. Expect to wait at lunch and happy hour, when gondoliers abandon ship for DOC Soave and 
                sopressa crostini
             
            (soft salami on toast).

      Cavatappi
                OSTERIA 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 296 02 52; Campo della Guerra 525/526; cicheti €2-4, mains €8-13; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, 10am-11pm Fri & Sat) 
            This casual charmer offers 
                cicheti,
             
            DOC bubbly by the glass and that rarest of San Marco finds: a tasty sit-down meal under €20. Get the risotto of the day and sheep’s-milk cheese drizzled with wildflower honey for dessert.

      Caffé Mandola
                SANDWICH SHOP 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 76 24; Calle della Mandola 3630; panini €3-7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm Mon-Sat) 
            Carb-load before the opera or between museums with fresh focaccia loaded with tangy tuna and capers or lean 
                bresaola 
            (air-cured beef), rocket and seasoned Grana Padano cheese.
        

      
        
                    
                        VENICE’S TOP GELATERIE
                    

                    »
                        
                            Alaska
                        Offline map Google map 
                            (

                        [image: iconphonepng]
                        
                            041 71 52 11; Calle Larga dei Bari 1159; gelati €1.50-2; 
                        [image: iconhourspng]
                        
                            noon-8pm) 
                        Outlandish organic gelato: enjoy a Slow Food scoop of house-roasted local pistachio, or two of tangy Sicilian lemon with vaguely minty 
                            carciofi
                         
                        (artichoke).

                    »
                        
                            Gelateria Suso
                        Offline map Google map 
                            (

                        [image: iconphonepng]
                        
                            Calle della Bissa 5453; gelati €2-3; 
                        [image: iconhourspng]
                        
                            10am-10pm) 
                        Indulge in Suso’s ostentatiously rich ‘Doge’ gelato: fig sauce and walnuts swirled into mascarpone cream. All Suso’s gelati are locally made and extra-creamy, but a waffle cone with hazelnut and extra-dark chocolate passes as dinner.
                    

                    »
                        
                            Grom Offline map
                        
                            (

                        [image: iconphonepng]
                        
                            041 099 17 51; www.grom.it; Campo San Barnaba 2461; gelati €2.50-4; 
                        [image: iconhourspng]
                        
                            noon-11pm) 
                        Lick the landscape at Grom, which features Slow Food ingredients from across Italy (lemon from the Amalfi Coast, strawberries from Sicily and hazelnuts from Piedmont), plus Fair Trade–certified chocolate and coffee.
                    

                

      

      
            
                
            
            DORSODURO
        

      Trattoria La Bitta
                TRATTORIA 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 05 31; Calle Lunga San Barnaba 2753a; meals €35-40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7-10pm Mon-Sat)
             
            The daily menu is presented on a miniature artists’ easel, while the rustic fare looks like a still life and tastes like a dream: gnocchi is graced with pumpkin and herbs, and roast rabbit arrives on a bed of marinated rocket. Non-pescatarians pack this meat-focused restaurant; book ahead.

      Enoteca ai Artisti
                TRADITIONAL ITALIAN 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 523 89 44; www.enotecaartisti.com; Fondamenta della Toletta 1169a; mains €9-23; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-4pm & 6.30-10pm Mon-Sat) 
            Heart-warming pasta and inspired cheeses are paired with exceptional wines (by the glass) by your oenophile hosts. Pavement tables for two make for great people-watching, but book indoor tables for groups.
        

      Ristoteca Oniga
                VENETIAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 44 10; www.oniga.it; Campo San Barnaba 2852; meals €18-30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-3pm & 7-10pm Wed-Mon)
            
            Purists come for chef Annika’s Venetian seafood platter with exemplary 
                sarde in soar
            
            (sardines in a sweet and sour sauce), vegetarians are spoiled for choice with seasonal pasta – try broccoli rabe, 
                pecorino
             
            (sheep’s-milk cheese) and breadcrumbs – and everyone appreciates the selection of 150 wines and fixed-price menus starting at €17.

      Avogaria
                MODERN ITALIAN 
            
                €
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 296 04 91; Calle dell’Avogaria 1629; cicheti €1.5-4, mains €10-22; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-3pm & 6-11pm Wed-Sun)
            
            Dates begin casually enough in this exposed-brick, wood-beamed restaurant, with happy-hour 
                cicheti
            
            and Spritz at the sleek glass bar, but a few bites of Venetian 
                crudi
             
            (sushi) laced with fresh herbs leads to seafood risotto for two – and once the tiramisu arrives, you’ll be swooning.

      Impronta Café
                TRADITIONAL ITALIAN 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 275 03 86; Calle Crosera 3815; meals €8-15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-1am Mon-Sat)
            
            Join Venice’s value-minded jet set for 
                prosecco
            
            and bargain polenta–salami combos, surrounded by witty architectural diagrams of cooking pots. Arrive by 6.30pm to take advantage of Milan-style 
                aperitivi,
             
            where access to an appetiser buffet is free with drink purchases.

      Pizza al Volo
                PIZZERIA 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map


(
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                041 522 54 30; Campo Santa Margherita 2944; pizza slices €2-4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-1am) 
            Peckish night owls run out of options fast in Venice once restaurants start to close at 1
            
                0pm –
             
            but slices here are cheap and tasty, with a thin yet sturdy crust that won’t collapse on your bar-hopping outfit.

      
        
            
                CICHETI: VENICE’S BEST MEAL DEALS
            

            
                Even in unpretentious Venetian 
                    osterie 
                (casual taverns of eateries), most dishes cost a couple of euros more than elsewhere in Italy – not a bad mark-up, given fresh seafood and local produce brought in by boat. But 
                    cicheti,
                
                Venetian bar snacks, are some of the best foodie finds in the country, served at the bar in Venetian 
                    osterie 
                at lunch and about 6pm to 8pm. 
                    Cicheti
                 
                range from basic €1 to €2 bar snacks (spicy meatballs, fresh tomato bruschetta) to wildly inventive small plates for €2 to €5: think white Bassano asparagus and plump lagoon shrimp wrapped with pancetta at All’Arco (Click here
                ), Bronte pistachio spread and mortadella stuffed into fresh-baked sesame croissants at Zenzero (
                Click here
                ) or crostini piled with 
                    sopressata
                
                (soft local salami) and truffled 
                    pecorino
                 
                at I Rusteghi (Click here
                ).
            

        

      


    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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GLOSSARY

alblbazia — abbey
agritrisire — tourist
accommodation on farms;
“zrm stays

(pizza) al taglio — (pizza)
by ite slce

albergo - hotel

alfmentar — grocery shop;
delicatessen

anfiteatre - amokitrezre
apertive - pre-evenirg-
rrez. dring and snac<

AFT — Azierda di Promoz -
one Ta-stica; local town o~
city “ovurist office

autiesiradsa — motorwey:
highway

pettistere — bapistry

oo oteca — libra~y
biglietto - ticket

borgo - archaic name for a
smell “owr, vil age or town
sector (often dairg to Mid-
dle Ages)

camera - room

eczrpe — feld; also a scuare
in Venice

cappella - chapel

ezra binierd — police with
military and civil duties
Cartevale — carnival serioc
between Eniprany and Lent
czss — house

castello - castle
cattedrale — cathedrel
cenire steries — nistoric
centre

certesa — rrorestery be-
ongirg to o “ourded by
Carthus an moi<s

chiesa — church

chiostiro = cloiste~; covered
wa kway, Jsually enclosed
by columns, arcund a
quacrargle

elrra = sunrric

efitid — town; city

citta alta — upper town
citta bassa - lower town
colorrzg = colur-r

cormune — egulivalert to a
r-Lrcipality or couny; a
town or city council;

{ historically, a self-governing
i town or city

i contrada - district

 corso — boulevard

duomo - cathedral

{ enoteca — wine bar
i espresso - short black
i coffee

ferrovia - railway

i festa — feast day; holiday
i fontana - fountain

foro - forum

i funivia - cable car

i gelateria — ice-cream shop
i giardino - garden

i golfo — gulf

i grotta - cave

i isola — island

lagoe — a<e
i largo - small square
i lido — beach

i locanda - inn; small hotel

{ lungomare - seafront road/ }
i promenade

{ mar, mare - sea
masseria — working “arm
i mausoleo — mausoleum;
i stately and magnificent

i tomb

i mercato — market

i monte — mountain

necropell — enciert rame

i for cemetery or burial site

i nord - north

nwraghe — negelickic stone
i fortress in Sardinia

: osteria - casual tavern or
; eatery presided over by a
¢ nost

i palazzo — mansion; palace;
i large building of any type,

i including an apartment

i block

i palio — contest

i parco - park

i passeggiata — traditional
i evening stroll
pasticearia — cake/astry
i shop

pensiene — gueshouse
piazza - square

i piazzale - large open

i square

i pieta - literally ‘pity’ or

: ‘compassion’; sculpture,

i drawing or painting of the
i dead Christ supported by
: the Madonna

i pinacoteca — art gallery
i ponte - bridge

porta - gate; door

i porto — port

i reale - royal

i rifugio — mountain hut;

i accommodation in the Alps
Migtoremie — ~estaurant

i rocca - fortress

i sala — room; hall
i salumeria — delicatessen
i santuario — sanctuary;

1. the part of a church above

i the altar; 2. an especially

i holy place in a temple

i (antiquity)

i sassi — literally ‘stones’;

i stone houses built in two

i ravines in Matera, Basilicata
i scalinata — staircase

scavi — excavations

i sestiere — city district in
fVerce

spleggie — beacn

i stazione - station

i stazione marittima - ferry
i terminal

i strada - street; road

i sud - south

i superstrada — expressway;
i highway with divided lanes

tarivto — trufie

i tavola calda - literally "hot
: table’; pre-prepared meat,

i pasta and vegetable selec-

i tion, often self-service
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composition. His The Birth of Venus

(c 1485), now in Florence’s Uffizi, was one
of the most successful attempts to solve this
problem. It’s not perfect — witness Venus’
unnaturally elongated neck — but it was
certainly an impressive attempt.

By the early 16th century (Cinquecento), the
epicentre of artistic excellence and innovation
shifted from Florence to Rome and Venice. This
reflected the political and social realities of the
period, namely the transfer of power in Florence
from the Medicis to the moral-crusading, book-
burning friar Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98),
and the desire of the popes in Rome to counter
the influence of Martin Luther’s Reformation by
turning the Church’s home town into a glorious,
humbling showpiece.

Among the architects commissioned in Rome
was Donato Bramante (1444—1514). A devotee
of pure classicism, his perfectly proportioned
Tempietto of the Chiesa di San Pietro in
Montorio is often lauded as the pinnacle of
High Renaissance architecture. This petite
wonder would influence Andrea Palladio (1508—
80) when designing La Rotonda in Vicenza.
The Veneto-based Palladio was northern Italy’s
greatest Renaissance architect, his trademark
Palladian villas including the Brenta Riviera’s
Villa Foscari.

Bramante himself would go on to design
St Peter’s Basilica, its dome designed by
one of the era’s true geniuses: Michelangelo
Buonarotti (1475-1564). Despite his aptitude
for architecture, Michelangelo saw himself
first and foremost as a sculptor, creating
incomparable works like the Pieta in St Peter’s
Basilica and David in Florence’s Galleria
dell’Accademia. As a painter, he would adorn
the ceiling of Rome’s Sistine Chapel, creating
figures that were not just realistic, but emotive
visual representations of the human experience.

Michelangelo was one of three multi-talented
‘Renaissance men’ to unalterably change the
face of Western art. Leonardo da Vinci (1452—
1519) took what some critics have described as
the decisive step in the history of Western art
— abandoning the balance that had previously
been maintained between colour and line in
painting and choosing to modulate his contours

Boticelli’s La Primavera 2. Ghiberti’s bronze panels,
baptistry, Florence 3. Michelangelo’s David.

© SEOVINI LANY'Id ATANOT/ SW13 DFUD

using colour. This technique, called sfumato, is
perfectly displayed in his Mona Lisa (now in
the Louvre in Paris). The third, Raphael Santi
(1483-1520), would rise to the aforementioned
challenge faced by the Quattrocento painters

— achieving harmonious and perspectively
accurate arrangement of figures — in works like
Triumph of Galatea (¢ 1514) in Rome’s Villa
Farnesina and La Scuola d’Atene (The School
of Athens) in the Vatican Museums’ Stanza
della Segnatura.

o
2
o
=
=)
Z
8
i
=
1)
z
&
&
&
=
=
5
z
&
5]
g
3
=)
&
&
®

While Leonardo, Michelangelo and Raphael
focused on figure arrangement and form to
achieve visual unity, their Venetian contem-
poraries Giorgione (¢ 1477-1510) and Titian

(c 1490-1576) took a different path, seeking
unified compositions through colour and light.
Giorgione’s airy, enigmatic La Tempesta (The
Storm) in Venice’s Gallerie dell’ Accademia is a
particularly fine example.
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Key Words

bar locale lo-ka-le

bottle bottiglia bo-tee-lya

breakfast prima pree-ma
colazione ko-la-tsyo-ne

cafe bar bar

cold freddo fre-do

dinner cena che-na

drink list lista delle lee-stade-le
bevande be-van-de

fork forchetta for-ke-ta

glass bicchiere bee-kye-re

grocery store  alimentari alee-men-ta-ree

hot caldo kal-do

knife coltello kol-te-lo

lunch pranzo pran-dzo

market mercato mer-ka-to

menu ment me-noo

plate piatto pya-to

restaurant ristorante ree-sto-ran-te

spicy piccante pee-kan-te

spoon cucchiaio koo-kya-yo

vegetarian vepelarisiin vije-taoann

(food)
with con kon
without senza sen-tsa

Meat & Fish
beef manzo
chicken pollo
duck anatra
fish pesce
herring aringa
lamb agnello
lobster aragosta

Signs

Entrata/Ingresso

Uscita

Aperto

Chiuso

Informazioni

Proibito/Vietato

Gabinetti/Servizi

Uomini

Donne

man-dzo
po-lo
a-na-tra
pe-she
a-reen-ga
a-nye-lo
atagosta

Entrance
Exit

Open
Closed
Information
Prohibited
Toilets

Men
Women

: veal

i meat carne
| mussels cozze
oysters ostriche
pork maiale
prawn gambero
 salmon salmone
scallops capasante
seafood frutti di
: mare
¢ shrimp gambero
squid calamari
! trout trota
tuna taneio
turkey tacchino
vitello

kar-ne
ko-tse
o-stree-ke
ma-ya-le
gam-be-ro
sal-mo-ne
ka-pa-san-te
froo-tee dee
ma-re

gam-be-ro
ka-la-ma-ree
troda

tg-rip
ta-kee-no
vee-te-lo
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me-la
fa-jo-lee
ka-vo-lo
pe-pe-ro-ne
ka-ro-ta
ka-vol-fyo-re
che-tree-o-lo
froo-ta
00-va

lee-mo-ne
len-tee-kye
foon-gee
no-chee
chee-po-le
a-ran-cha
pe-ska
pee-ze-lee
a-na-nas
proo-nya
patate
spee-na-chee
po-mo-do-ree
ver-doo-ra

pa-ne
boo-ro
for-ma-jo
wo-va

. Fruit & Vegetables
apple mela
beans fagioli
cabbage cavolo
capsicum peperone
{ carrot carota
cauliflower cavolfiore
cucumber cetriolo
fruit frutta
grapes uva
 lemon limone
lentils lenticchie
mushroom funghi
nuts noci

¢ onions cipolle
orange arancia
peach pesca
peas piselli
pineapple ananas

: plum prugna
potaloes pataie
spinach spinaci
tomatoes pomodori
 vegetables verdura
e —
. Other

: bread pane
 butter burro
cheese formaggio
eggs uova
honey miele

mye-le
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ice ghiaccio gya-cho

jam marmellata mar-me-la-ta
noodles pasta pas-ta

oil olio o-lyo

pepper pepe pe-pe

rice riso ree-zo

salt sale sale

L B meenesdra

Soy sauce salsa di soia sal-sadeeso-ya :
sugar zucchero tsoo-ke-ro :
vinegar aceto a-che-to

Drinks
beer birra bee-ra
coffee caffe ka-fe
(orange) succo s00-ko

juice (d'arancia) (da-ran-cha)
milk latte la-te
red wine vino rosso vee-no ro-so
soft drink bibita bee-bee-ta
tea té te
(mineral) acqua akwa

water (minerale) (mee-ne-ra-le)
white wine vino bianco vee-no byan-ko

EMERGENCIES

Help!

Aiuto! a-yoo-to

Leave me alone!

Lasciami in pace! la-sha-mee een pa-che
I'mlost.

Mi sono perso/a. (m/f) mee so-no per-so/a
There’s been an accident.

C'é statoun che sta-to oon
incidente. een-chee-den-te

Call the police!

Chiami la polizia! kya-mee la po-lee-tsee-a
Call a doctor!

Chiami un medico! kya-mee oon me-dee-ko
Where are the toilets?

Dove sono i do-ve so-no ee
gabinetti? ga-bee-ne-tee

Question Words

How? Come? ko-me
What? Checosa?  keko-za
When? Quando? kwan-do
Where? Dove? do-ve
Who? Chi? kee
Why? Perché? per-ke

L P

i Mi sento male. mee sen-to ma-le

i Ithurts here.

i Mifamale qui. mee fa ma-le kwee
{ 'mallergicto...

i Sonoallergico/aa... (m/f) so-noalerjee-ko/aa...

SHOPPING & SERVICES

: Idlike tobuy ...
Vorrei comprare ... vo-ray kom-pra-re ...
¢ I'mjust looking.
i Sto solo guardando. sto so:lo gwar-dan-do

: Canllook at it?

Posso dare un'occhiata? po-so da-re oo-no-kya-ta

i How much is this?

i Quanto costaquesto?  kwan-to kos-ta kwe-sto
i It's too expensive.

i Etroppo caro/a. (m/f)  etro-poka-ro/a

Can you lower the price?

i Puo farmi lo sconto? pwo far-mee lo skon-to
i There’s a mistake in the bill.

i C'éunerrore nel conto.  che oo-ne-ro-re nel kon-to
ATM Bancomat ban-ko-mat

i post office ufficio oo-fee-cho

] postale pos-ta-le

i tourist office  ufficio del oo-fee-cho del
turismo too-reez‘mo

: TIME & DATES

i What time isit? Cheoraé? keo-rae

{ It'sone o'clock. £ /'una. eloo-na

It’s (two) Sono le (due). so-no le (doo-e)
:  o'clock.

Half past (one). (L'una)e (loo-na) e
R, edzy
inthemoming  di mattina dee ma-tee-na
in the afternoon  di pomeriggio dee po-me-ree-jo
inthe evening  disera dee se-ra
yesterday ieri ye-ree

today oggi o-jee
tomorrow domani do-ma-nee
Monday lunedi loo-ne-dee
 Tuesday martedi mar-te-dee

: Wednesday mercoledi mer-ko-le-dee
Thursday giovedi jo-ve-dee
Friday venerdi ve-ner-dee
Saturday sabato sa-ba-to
Sunday domenica do-me-nee-ka
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Villas, Vino
& Vertigo

While the allures of Venice are
renowned, those who manage to

escape the misty lagoon city will find a
remarkable variety of experiences — from
savouring the wines of Valpolicella to
hiking the slopes of the Dolomites —
awaiting just an hour or two away.

Brenta Riviera

For centuries, fashionable Venetians packed up

each June and headed to villas along the banks
of the Brenta. Today vou can retrace their steps, and
visit their old haunts, via bike or barge.

Wine Country

Veneto vineyards produce some of Italy’s

most thrilling vino, including crisp prosecco
(sparkling wine) from Conegliano, Valpolicella’s
heady Amarone and the increasingly complex whites
of Soave.

Dolomites

Considering the humid confines of Venice,

it’s hard to believe the Alpine crispness of the
Dolomites lies just 100km away. This Unesco-
protected landscape provides wildflowers in spring,
hiking in summer and some of Italy’s best skiing
in winter.

City-states

Before Venice established its hegemony over

the Veneto, Vicenza, Padua and Verona vied for
medieval supremacy. Today each preserves its own
unique heritage, from Padua’s medieval frescoes,
Vicenza’s Palladian palazzi (mansions)and Verona’s
Roman-era arena.

Palladian Villas

Before transforming European architecture,

Palladio first redefined the fabric of his adoptive
Vicenza. However, many of his most influential
works are scattered across the Veneto countryside,
from iconic La Rotonda to masterful Villa Maser.

Clockwise from top left
1. Villa Foscari 2. Vineyards, Soave 3. Lago d’Antorno,
Dolomites 4. Palazzo della Ragione, Padua.
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The Renaissance

Of Italy’s countless artistic highs, none
surmount the Renaissance. The age of
Botticelli, da Vinci and Michelangelo,
this period heralded the end of medieval
obscurantism and the rise of the modern
world.

From Milan to Venice and Florence, northern
Ttaly’s ambitious, competitive city-states
proved fertile ground for the intellectual and
artistic explosion that swept the region in the
14th and 15th centuries. The influx of eastern
scholars fleeing Constantinople in the wake
of its fall to the Ottoman Turkish Muslims in
1453 prompted a renewed interest in classical
learning, humanist philosophy and the rise of
the Renaissance.

Classicism, Perspective & the
Quattrocento

Giotto and the painters of the Sienese school
had introduced many innovations in art: the
exploration of perspective and proportion, a
new interest in realistic portraiture and the
beginnings of a new tradition of landscape
painting. At the start of the 15th century
(Quattrocento), most of these were explored
and refined in one city — Florence.

Swept up in the classical revival, sculptors
Lorenzo Ghiberti (1378—1455) and Donatello
(c 1382-1466) replaced the demure robe-clad
statues of the Middle Ages with anatomically
accurate figures evoking ancient Greece and
Rome. Donatello’s bronze David (¢ 1440-50)
and St George (¢ 1416-17), both in Florence’s
Museo del Bargello, capture both this spirit of

antiquity and the rediscovered vigour that would

drive the Renaissance.

Ghiberti’s greatest legacy would be his
bronze east doors (1424-52) for the baptistry
in Florence’s Piazza del Duomo. The original
10 relief panels heralded a giant leap from the
late-Gothic art of the time, not only in their
use of perspective, but also in the individuality
bestowed upon the figures portrayed.

The baptistry itself faces one of the
Renaissance’s blockbuster achievements:
the Duomo. When the Duomo’s dome was

Clockwise from top left
1. Giotto’s frescoes, Scrovegni Chapel 2. Basilica di Santa Croce,
Florence 3. Donatello’s David, Museo del Bargello.
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completed in 1436, author, architect and
philosopher Leon Battista Alberti called

it the first great achievement of the ‘new’
architecture, one that equalled or even surpassed
the great buildings of antiquity. Designed by
Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446), the dome
was as innovative in engineering terms as the
Pantheon’s dome had been 1300 years before. It
was Brunelleschi’s major commission after the
harmonious neoclassical portico of his Spedale
degli Innocenti (Hospital of the Innocents),
like Ghiberti’s bronze baptistry doors, offered
a sharp contrast to the syntax of its time.
Together with a later work in the same city,
the Cappella de’ Pazzi in the Basilica di Santa
Croce, Brunelleschi’s works epitomise what
architecture of the 15th century became known
for — an elegance of line and innovation in
building method that referenced antiquity and
celebrated modern man’s place at the centre of
the universe.

While Brunelleschi was heavily influenced
by the classical masters, he was able to do
something that they hadn’t — discover and
record the mathematical rules by which objects
appear to diminish as they recede from us. In
so doing, Brunelleschi gave artists a whole

new visual perspective and a means to glorious
artistic ends.

The result was a new style of masterpieces,
among them Masaccio’s Trinity (¢ 1424-25) in
Florence’s Basilica di Santa Maria Novella and
Leonardo da Vinci’s fresco The Last Supper
(1495-98)in the refectory of Milan’s Chiesa
di Santa Maria delle Grazie. Andrea Mantegna
(1431-1506) was responsible for the painting
that is the most virtuosic of all perspectival
experiments that occurred during this period —
his highly realistic Dead Christ (¢ 1480). Now
in Milan’s Pinacoteca di Brera, its figure of
Jesus is shown in dramatic foreshortening.

This innovation also created new problems.
The medieval painters’ ignorance of the rules of
perspective had enabled them to distribute their
figures over a composition in any way they
liked in order to create a harmonious whole.
But the painters of the Quattrocento found that
the rigid new formulas they were experimenting
with often made harmonious arrangements of
figures difficult, resulting in artificial-looking
groups. Artists such as Sandro Botticelli (c
1444-1510) led the way in pursuing a solution
to this challenge, seeking to make a painting
both perspectively accurate and harmonious in
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Howmuchis  Quantocosta kwan-tokos-ta

it per...2 per...? per ...
night una notte 0o-nano-te
person persona per-so-na
Is breakfast included?
La colazione & lako-la-tsyo-nee
compresa? kom-pre-sa
air-con aria a-rya H
condizionata  kon-dee-tsyo-na-ta
bathroom bagno ba-nyo {
campsite campeggio  kam-pe-jo
guesthouse et peSyoTE
hotel albergo al-ber-go
youth hostel  ostellodella  os-te-lode-la
giovent( jo-ven-too
window finestra fee-nes-tra

DIRECTIONS

Where’s ...?

Dove...? do-ve ...

What's the address?

Qual’é I'indirizzo? kwa-le leen-dee-ree-tso

Could you please write it down?

Puo scriverlo, pwo skree-ver-lo

per favore? per fa-vo-re

Can you show me (on the map)?

Puo mostrarmi pwo mos-trar-mee

(sulla pianta)? (soo-la pyan-ta)

at the corner  all’'angolo a-lan-go-lo

anlvetatile  slsomelfoe  dsemadore
lights

behind dietro dye-tro

far lontano lon-ta-no

in front of davanti a da-van-tee a

left asinistra asee-nee-stra

near vicino vee-chee-no

next to accantoa akan-toa

opposite di fronte a dee fron-tea

right adestra ade-stra

straight ahead sempre sem-pre

diritto dee-ree-to

EATING & DRINKING

What would you recommend?

Cosa mi consiglia? ko-za mee kon-see-lya
What's in that dish?

Quali ingredienti kwa-li een-gre-dyen-tee
cisonoin chee so-no een

questo piatto? kwe-sto pya-to

KEY PATTERNS

To get by in Italian, mix and match these
simple patterns with words of your
BB

When'’s (the next flight)?

Acheoraé akeorae

(il prossimo volo)?  (eel pro-see-mo vo-lo)
Where's (the station)?

Dov’e (la stazione)?  do-ve (la sta-tsyo-ne)
I'm looking for (a hotel).

Sto cercando sto cher-kan-do

(un albergo). (oon al-ber-go)

Do you have (a map)?

Ha (una pianta)? a (oo-napyan-ta)

Is there (a toilet)?

C'é (un gabinetto)?  che (oon ga-bee-ne-to)
I'd like (a coffee).

Vorrei (un caffé). vo-ray (oon ka-fe)

I'd like to (hire a car).

Vorrei (noleggiare vo-ray (no-le-ja-re
una macchina). 00-nama-kee-na)
Can| (enter)?

Posso (entrare)? po-so (en-tra-re)
Could you please (help me)?

Puo (aiutarmi), pwo (a-yoo-tarmee)
per favore? per fa-vo-re

Do | have to (book a seat)?

Devo (prenotare de-vo (pre-no-ta-re
un posto)? oon po-sto)

What's the local speciality?

i Qual'® la specialita kwa:/e la spe-cha-lee-ta

i di questa regione? dee kwe-sta re-jo-ne

i That was delicious!

i Erasquisito! e-ra skwee-zee-to

i Cheers!

i Salute! sa-loo-te

: Please bring the bill.

i Mi porta il conto, mee por-ta eel kon-to

i per favore? per fa-vo-re

I'd like to Vorrei vo-ray

i reservea srenotare e premofatéaon

i table for ... tavolo per ... ta-vo-lo per ...
(two) (due) (doo-e)

people persone per-so-ne
(eight) le (otto) le (0-to)
o’clock

Idon’teat.. Nonmangio.. nonman-o...

| eggs uova wo-va
fish pesce pe-she
nuts noci no-chee
(red) meat carne kar-ne

(rossa) (ro-sa)





content/images/34-language-ita105.png
January gennaio je-na-yo
February febbraio fe-bra-yo
March marzo mar-tso
April aprile a-pree-le
May maggio ma-jo
June giugno joo-nyo
July luglio loo-lyo
August agosto a-gos-to
September settembre se-tem-bre
October ottobre o-to-bre
November novembre no-vem-bre
December dicembre dee-chem-bre

NUMBERS

1 uno 00-no

2 due doo-e

3 tre tre

4 quattro kwa-tro

5 cinque cheen-kwe
6 sei say

7 sette se-te

8 otto o-to

9 nove no-ve

10 dieci dye-chee
20 venti ven-tee
30 trenta tren-ta

40 quaranta kwa-ran-ta
50 cinquanta cheen-kwan-ta
60 sessanta se-san-ta
70 settanta se'tan-ta
80 ottanta o-tan-ta
90 novanta no-van-ta
100 cento chen-to
1000 mille mee-lel

TRANSPORT

i Is this theroad to ...?
i Questastradaportaa...? kwe-stastra-daportaa...
i (How long) Can | park here?

i (Per quanto tempo)
i Posso parcheggiare qui? po-so par-ke-ja-re kwee
i The car/motorbike has broken down (at ...).

Public Transport

Atwhattime Acheora akeo-ra

does the ... parte/ parte/

leave/arrive?  arriva...? areeva...
boat la nave lana-ve
bus l'autobus low-to-boos
ferry il traghetto eel tra-ge-to
metro la metro- lame-tro-

politana po-lee-ta-na

plane 'aereo la-e-re-o
train il treno eel tre-no

Does it stop at ...?

i Sifermaa...? seefermaa...
i Please tell me when we get to ...
i Midica per favore mee dee-ka per fa-vo-re
i quando arriviamoa...  kwan-doaree-vyamoa..
¢ Iwant to get off here.
vo-lyo shen-de-re kwee

¢ Voglio scendere qui.

. Driving & Cycling

I'd like Vorrei vo-ray

i to hire noleggiare no-le-ja-re

i afan... un/una...(m/f)  oon/oo-na ...

i 4WD fuoristrada (m)  fwo-ree-stra-da

i .. ticket un biglietto ... oon bee-lye-to
¢ one-way disola deeso-la

andata an-da-ta

return diandatae deean-da-tae

ritorno ree-torno ;
: 4
 bus stop fermata fer-ma-ta 2
dell'autobus del ow-to-boos >
: platform binario bee-na-ryo f“’
ticket office biglietteria bee-lye-te-ree-a =
timetable orario o-ra-ryo ;
i train station stazione sta-tsyo-ne =
i ferroviaria fe-ro-vyarya =

bicycle bicicletta (f) bee-chee-kle-ta
car macchina (f) ma-kee-na
motorbike  moto (f) mo-to
bicycle pompa della pom-pade-la
i pump bicicletta bee-chee-kle-ta
childseat  seggiolino se-jo-lee-no
helmet casco kas-ko
mechanic  meccanico me-ka-nee-ko
petrol/gas  benzina ben-dzee-na
service stazione di sta-tsyo-ne dee
station Servizg ser-vee-tsyo

i o

(per kwan-to tem-po)

i Lamacchina/motosié lama-kee-na/mo-toseee
: guastata(a...). gwastata(a..)

i lhave aflat tyre.

i Ho una gomma bucata. 0 00-nago-maboo-ka-ta
I've run out of petrol.

: Ho esaurito la oe-zowree-tola

ben-dzee-na
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Grand Canal

The 3.5km route of vaporetto
(passenger ferry) No 1, which passes
some 50 palazzi (mansions), six
churches and scene-stealing backdrops
featured in four James Bond films, is
public transport at its most glamorous.

The Grand Canal starts with
controversy: Ponte di Calatrava [l
a luminous glass-and-steel bridge
that cost triple the original €4 million
estimate. Ahead are castle-like Fondaco
dei Turchi B), the historic Turkish
trading-house; Renaissance Palazzo
Vendramin B, housing the city’s casino;
and double-arcaded Ca’ Pesaro [£. Don’t
miss Ca’ @0ro B3, a 1430 filigree Gothic
marvel.

Points of Venetian pride include
the Pescaria [, built in 1907 on the
site where fishmongers have been
slinging lagoon crab for 600 years, and
neighbouring Rialto Market 4 stalls,
overflowing with island-grown produce.
Cost overruns for 1592 Ponte di
Rialto ﬂ rival Calatrava’s, but its marble
splendour stands the test of time.

The next two canal bends could cause
architectural whiplash, with Sanmicheli-
designed Renaissance Palazzo
Grimani [J and Mauro Codussi’s
Palazzo Corner-Spinelli [T followed by
Giorgio Masari-designed Palazzo
Grassi 1! and Baldassare Longhena’s
baroque jewel box, Ca’ Rezzonico &),

Wooden Ponte dell’Accademia [E,
was built in 1930 as a temporary bridge,
but the beloved landmark was recently
reinforced. Stone lions flank Peggy
Guggenheim Collection [Z, where the
American heiress collected ideas, lovers
and art. You can’t miss the dramatic
dome of Longhena’s Chiesa di Santa
Maria della Salute [T, or Punta
della Dogana {15, Venice’s triangular
customs warehouse reinvented as a
contemporary art showcase. The Grand
Canal’s grand finale is pink Gothic
Palazzo Ducale [} and its adjoining
Ponte dei Sospiri {E), currently
draped in advertising.
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Fondaco dei

Turchi
Recognisable by its
polychrome, marble
double colonnade,
topped by 13th-
century Byzantine
capitals and flanked
by watchtowers.

Palazzo Grassi
French magnate
Francois Pinault
scandalised Paris
when he relocated

his contemporary art
collection here, with
galleries designed by
Gae Aulenti and Tadao
Ando.

QI
£Ca’'d’Oro
2 Behind the triple Gothic arcades are priceless

© masterpieces: Titians looted by Napoleon, arare
Mantegna and semi-precious stone mosaic floors.

Ponte di Calatrava

g With its starkly streamlined fish-fin shape, the
e © 2008 bridge is the first to be built over the Grand

.° Canalin 75 years.
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P Palazzo
Vendramin-..

Ca’ Rezzonico

See how Venice lived in baroque
splendour at this 18th-century

art museum with Tiepolo ceilings,
silk-swagged boudoirs and even an
in-house pharmacy. .
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Ponte dell'Accademi
A

Chiesa di Santa Maria

S
/3

Ponte dei
Sospiri

s}

Punta della Dogah
Minimalist architect Tadao Ando creatively repurposed
abandoned warehouses as galleries, which now host
contemporary art installations from Frangois Pinault's collection.

palazzo was bequeathed to the city in 1898 to house Ponte di Rialto

the Galleria d'Arte Moderna and Museo d'Arte = Antonio da Ponte beat out Palladio for the commission of this bridge, but con-
Orientale. % struction costs spiralled to 250,000 Venetian ducats - about €19 million today.
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Standard ltalian is taught and spoken
throughout Italy. Regional dialects are an
important part of identity in many parts of
the country, but you'll have no trouble being

understood anywhere if you stick to standard ;

Italian, which we've also used in this chapter.
The sounds used in spoken Italian can
all be found in English. If you read our co-
loured pronunciation guides as if they were
English, you'll be understood. The stressed
syllables are indicated with italics. Note that
alis pronounced as in ‘aisle’, ay as in ‘say’,
ow s how, deasthe ds b T amel il
ris a strong and rolled sound. Keep in mind
that Italian consonants can have a stronger,
emphatic pronunciation — if the consonant
el madainle e i e
pronounced a little stronger, eg sonno son-no
(sleep) versus sono so-no (I am).

BASICS

Italian has two words for ‘you’ — use the
polite form Lei lay if you're talking to strang-
ers, officials or people older than you. With
people familiar to you or younger than you,
you can use the informal form tu too.

In Italian, all nouns and adjectives are
Sl e, B G U
articles il/la eel/la (the) and un/una oon/oo-na
(a) that go with the nouns.

In this chapter the polite/informal and
masculine/feminine options are included
where necessary, separated with a slash and
indicated with ‘pol/inf" and ‘m/f".

Hello.
Goodbye.

Buongiorno.
Arrivederci.

bwon-jor-no
a-ree-ve-der-chee

 You're welcome. Prego.

i Non capisco.

: WANT MORE?

i For in-depth language

i information and handy

i phrases, check out Lonely
i Planet’s Italian Phrasebook.

i You'll find it at shop.

i lonelyplanet.com, or you

i can buy Lonely Planet’s

i iPhone phrasebooks at the

Language

Fopile Kuw Sio
i Yes. Si. see
No. No. no
Excuse me. Mi scusi. (pol) mee skoo-zee
H Scusami. (inf) skoo-za-mee
i Sorry. Mi dispiace. ~ mee dees-pya-che
Please. Per favore. ~ perfavore
Thank you. Grazie. gra-tsye
: pre-go

How are you?
i Come sta/stai? (pol/inf) ko-me sta/stai
Fine. And you?

i Bene. E Lei/tu? (pol/inf)  be-ne e lay/too
What’s your name?
i Come si chiama? pol
¢ Come ti chiami? inf

ko-me see kya-ma
ko-me tee kya-mee

My nameiis ...
i Michiamo... mee kya-mo ...
{ Do you speak English?
: Parla/Parli par-la/par-lee
; inglese? (pol/inf) een-gle-ze
i 1don’t understand.
non ka-pee-sko

ACCOMMODATION

Doyouhave  Aveteuna a-ve-teoo-na
i a...room? camera..?  ka-mera..
double doppiacon  do-pyakon
letto matri-  le-to ma-tree-
moniale mo-nya-le
single singola seen-go-la
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teatro - theatre
tempietto — small temple
tempio - temple

terme - thermal baths
tesoro - treasury

torre - tower

{ trattoria — simple restau-

i rant

i Trenitalia - Italian State

i Railways; also known as Fer-
i rovie dello Stato (FS)
 trullo - conical house in

i Perugia

i vaporetto — small passen-
i ger ferry (Venice)

i via — street; road

i viale — avenue

i vico — alley; alleyway

villa — town house; country
i house; also the park

i surrounding the house
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