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                Welcome to Venice
            

        

        
            
                Imagine the audacity of building a city of marble palaces on a lagoon – and that was only the start.
            

        

        
            Epic Grandeur
        

        
            Never was a thoroughfare so aptly named as the Grand Canal, reflecting the glories of Venetian architecture lining its banks. At the end of Venice’s signature waterway, Palazzo Ducale and Basilica di San Marco add double exclamation points. But wait until you see what’s hiding in narrow backstreets: neighbourhood churches lined with Veroneses and priceless marbles, Tiepolo’s glimpses of heaven on homeless-shelter ceilings, and a tiny
            Titian that mysteriously lights up an
            entire cathedral. 

        
            Venetian Feasts
        

        
            Garden islands and lagoon aquaculture yield speciality produce and seafood you won’t find elsewhere – all highlighted in inventive Venetian cuisine, with tantalising traces of ancient spice routes. The city knows how to put on a royal spread, as France’s King Henry III once found out when faced with 1200 dishes and 200 bonbons. Today such feasts are available in miniature at happy hour, when bars mount lavish spreads of 
                cicheti
            
            (Venetian tapas). Save room and time for a proper sit-down Venetian meal, with lagoon seafood to match views at canalside bistros and toasts with Veneto’s signature bubbly, 
                prosecco
            
            .
        

        
            Historic Firsts
        

        
            The city built on water was never afraid to attempt the impossible. When plague struck, Venice consulted its brains trust of Mediterranean doctors, who recommended a precaution that has saved untold lives since: quarantine. Under attack by Genovese rivals, Venice’s Arsenale shipyards innovated the assembly line, producing a new warship every day to defeat Genoa.
        

        
            Eyeglasses, platform shoes and uncorseted dresses are outlandish Venetian fashions that continental critics sniffed would never be worn by respectable 
            Europeans. When prolific Ghetto publishing houses circulated Renaissance ideas, Rome banned Venice from publishing books. Venice was excommunicated for ignoring such bans – but when savvy Venice withheld tithes, Rome recanted. Venice’s artistic triumphs over censorship are now displayed in the Gallerie dell’Accademia.
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                Why I Love Venice
            

            
                By Alison Bing, Author
            

            
                In Italo Calvino’s 
                    Invisible Cities
                
                , Venetian explorer Marco Polo describes the cities he’s seen to Kublai Khan – only everywhere he describes is actually Venice. From the moment you arrive, you’ll understand why. Venice floods the imagination with possibility, launching dreams like ships from its Istrian stone shores. Gothic palaces, glass-blowing studios, art biennials, masquerade parties: every seemingly permanent fixture of this floating landscape is the culmination of a thousand creative efforts, anchored by a thousand years of travellers’ tales. Yet the city’s glories cannot be exaggerated or repeated enough; Venice makes Marco Polos of us all.
            

            
                
                    For more about our authors, 
                Click here
                    .
                
            

        

    

  
    
        
            
                Venice’s 
                Top 10

        

        
            Palazzo Ducale (
            Click here
            )
        

        1Other cities have government buildings; Venice has Palazzo Ducale, a monumental propaganda campaign. To reach the halls of power, first you must pass the Stairs of the Censors and a staircase lined with 24-carat gold before waiting under a Tintoretto ceiling showing Venice wielding the sword of Justice. Venice is pictured as a dreamy blonde by Veronese, whose
                Virtue Conquering Vice
             
            graces an anteroom leading to the headquarters of the Council of Ten, Venice’s CIA. There are no such rosy views upstairs in the Piombi, the attic prison where Casanova was confined in 1756 until his escape.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sestiere di San Marco
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            Basilica di San Marco (
            Click here
            )
        

        2Early risers insist you must arrive when morning sunlight bathes millions of tesserae with an otherworldly glow and jaws drop to the semiprecious stone floors. Sunset romantics lobby you to linger in Piazza San Marco until the fading sun shatters portal mosaics into golden shards and the Caffè Florian house band strikes up the tango. Yet no matter how you look at it, the Basilica is a marvel. Two eyes may seem insufficient to absorb 800 years of architecture and 8500 sq metres of mosaics – Basilica di San Marco will stretch your sense of wonder.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sestiere di San Marco
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            Gallerie dell’Accademia (
            Click here
            )
        

        3They’ve been censored and stolen, raised eyebrows and inspired generosity – here you’ll understand the fuss over Venetian paintings. The Inquisition did not appreciate earthy versions of Biblical stories – especially Veronese’s
                Last Supper
            
            showing drunkards, dwarves, dogs, Turks and Germans alongside apostles in a wild dinner party. But Napoleon quite enjoyed Venetian paintings, warehousing them here as booty. Wars and floods took their toll, but Save Venice recently restored Sala Albergo’s crowning glory: Titian’s 
                Presentation in the Temple
            
            , with a modest Madonna upstaged by a Venetian beauty.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif]
            Sestiere di 
            Dorsoduro
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            Travel by Canal (
            Click here
            )
        

        4Traffic never seemed so romantic as at sunset in Venice, when smooching echoes under the Bridge of Sighs from passing gondolas. Road rage is not an issue in a town with no actual roads, though boaters do sometimes call ‘Ooooooeeee!’ around blind corners to avoid collisions with rookie rowers. Without honking or gunning engines, you might not initially recognise the sounds of morning rush hour: footsteps rushing to catch the
                vaporetto 
            (water bus) and oars gently slapping canal waters.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif]
            Tours
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            Neighbouring
            Venetian 
            Masters (Click here
            )
        

        5In other cities you have to search to find artistic inspiration, but here you just cross a
                campo
             
            to get from one master painter to another. Titian is the master of the red-hot moment, and his altarpiece for I Frari (Click here
            ) fills the nave with the radiant warmth of the Madonna’s red robes – her pale wrist revealed by a slipping sleeve has been known to make priests too hot and bothered to pray. Lightning bolts can scarcely keep up with Tintoretto’s loaded paintbrush as it streaks across stormy scenes inside Scuola Grande di San Rocco (Click here), offering a ray of light in the shadow of the plague that took Titian.

                
        
            [image: categorysightsgif]
            Sestieri di San Polo & 
            Santa Croce
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            Palladian Vicenza (
            Click here
            )
        

        6No wonder Unesco declared Palladio’s work in Vicenza a World Heritage Site: the city packed with Palladios has a mood-altering neoclassical impact, leaving visitors simultaneously uplifted and grounded, rational and open to possibility. Palladio had a strong classical foundation to build on here in the historic Roman town of Vicenza, and stripped away baroque flourishes in favour of easy graces in its villas, town hall and theatre.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif]
            Day Trips from Venice 
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            Opera at Teatro La Fenice (
            Click here
            )
        

        7Before the curtain rises, the drama has already begun. Wraps shed in lower-tier boxes reveal jewels and Murano-glass baubles, while in top
                loggie
            
            (balconies), 
                loggione 
            (opera critics) predict which singers will be in good voice, and which understudies merit a promotion. Meanwhile, architecture aficionados debate whether the theatre’s baroque reconstruction after its 1998 fire was worth the €90 million, or whether it should have been modernised. But when the overture begins, all voices hush. No one wants to miss a note of performances that could match premieres by Stravinsky, Rossini, Prokofiev and Britten.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sestiere di San Marco
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            Punta Della Dogana (
            Click here
            )
        

        8Paris is still burning with indignation over French billionaire François Pinault’s decision to showcase his world-class contemporary art installations not in the Parisian suburbs, but in Venice’s abandoned 17th-century customs house. Minimalist architect Tadao Ando stripped down interior walls and inserted windows in watergates to let light and ideas flow through the galleries, inviting visitors to stay and reflect on provocative artworks.        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sestiere di Dorsoduro
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            Artisans (
            Click here
            )
        

        9In Venice, you’re not only in good hands, you’re in highly skilled hands. As they have for centuries, artisans here ply esoteric trades that don’t involve a computer mouse: glass-blowing, paper marbling, oarlock carving. Yet while other craft traditions have fossilised into relics of bygone eras, Venetian artisans have kept their creations current. A modern Murano-glass chandelier morphs into an outer-space octopus, marbled paper makes splendid handbags, and oarlocks custom-made for the likes of Mick Jagger are mantelpiece sculptures that outclass marble busts.   

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping
[image: 29569-143]GLASS-BLOWING
RICHARD I’ANSON / LONELY PLANET IMAGES 


        

            Dolomites (
            Click here
            )
        

        10Whether you’re looking for your next mountaintop to conquer or need to stop and smell the flowers, the Dolomites will meet your desires and raise your expectations. This mountain range is Unesco-protected, from its steep snow-capped peaks to its valleys carpeted with spring wildflowers, and skiers and hikers can’t speak more highly of it. There is a downside, though: Dolomites wildflower honey and fried Schiz cheese are highly addictive.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Day Trips from Venice
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                    What’s New
                

            

                
                    Creatively Repurposed Architecture
                

                
                    The cutting-edge trend is ancient history in Venice, where Basilica di San Marco was built with ancient marbles, erm, repurposed from Egypt, Greece and Syria. Minimalist master Tadao Ando revived the idea with his 2009 relaunch of Venice’s triangular customs warehouses as contemporary art showcase Punta della Dogana (
                    Click here
                    ), and in 2010 Pritzker prize winner Renzo Piano reinvented ancient salt warehouses as longshoreman-chic public art galleries (
                    Click here
                    ).
                

            

            
            
            Palazzo Grimani Reopening
        

        
            After a 27-year restoration, this frescoed Renaissance palace is at last open to the public for tours, Veronese retrospectives and other blockbuster shows (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Negozio Olivetti
        

        
            Venetian architect Carlo Scarpa shocked Venice with his radical 1950s transformation of a Piazza San Marco souvenir shop into the high-modernist Negozio Olivetti showroom, now open as a museum (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Venissa
        

        
            With its secluded vineyard patio on sunny, sleepy Mazzorbo, Venissa seems like an idyllic hideaway – but the inspired cuisine draws international critical acclaim (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Baroque-n-roll
        

        
            Heading Italy’s baroque music revival, Venice’s leading classical musicians are playing on authentic period instruments 
                con brio
             
            (with vigour), as though they might smash antique cellos any second (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Gallerie dell’Accademia expansion
        

        
            Grand Tour finales have never been grander: painstakingly restored Sala dell’Albergo 
            elicits one last gasp in reorganised, expanded Gallerie dell’Accademia (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Speciality enoteche (wine bars)
        

        
            ‘No 
                spritz
            
            ’ is the refrain at Venice’s backstreet
             
                enoteche
            , bringing fresh bliss to happy hour with 
                ombre 
            (small glasses) of small-production vintages and inspired IGT blends from Veneto’s renegade winemakers (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Doge’s Apartments
        

        
            After much restoration, the home of Venice’s most powerful leader is open to the public – 
            secret passageways, hidden Titians, faulty maps and all – at Palazzo Ducale (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Giudecca
        

        
            Improved 
                vaporetto 
            service reveals attractions hiding in plain sight across Giudecca Canal: waterfront bistros, art galleries, spa-hotels and organic farmers markets run by a women’s prison cooperative (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Ponte di Calatrava
        

        
            Over budget and years overdue, Venice’s strikingly modern fish-tail bridge is unfinished – wheelchair access is underway – yet sparks spirited happy-hour debates (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Al Pesador
        

        
            At last, a romantic Grand Canal restaurant with food to equal the view. Pesador’s creative 
                cicheti 
            inspire flirting, but the squid-ink gnocchi is proposal-worthy (
            Click here
            ).
        

        [image: mouse-png]
            
                For more recommendations
                and reviews, see 
                    lonelyplanet.com/venice
                
            
        

    

  
    
        
            
                Need to Know
            

        

        
            
                Currency
            

            
                Euro (€)
            

            
                Language
            

            
                Italian, with some use of Venetian dialect.
            

            
                Visas
            

            
                EU citizens do not need a visa to enter Italy. Nationals of Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, New Zealand and the USA do not need visas for visits up to 90 days; 
                Click here
                .
            

            
                Money
            

            
                ATMs widely available; credit cards accepted at most hotels, B&Bs and stores. Bars, gondolas and some restaurants are cash-only.
            

            
                Mobile Phones
            

            
                GSM and tri-band phones can be used in Italy with a local SIM card.
            

            
                Time
            

            
                GMT/UTC + one hour during winter and GMT/UTC + two hours during summer daylight savings.
            

            
                Tourist Information
            

            
                Azienda di Promozione Turistica (APT; [image: iconphonegif]
                041 529 87 11; www.turismovenezia.it) is Venice’s tourism office, providing information on events, attractions, day trips, transport and shows. For more, 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                Budget under €120
            

            »
                Dorm beds €22–30
            

            »
                Basilica di San Marco free
            

            »
                
                    Cicheti
                 
                at All’Arco €5–15

            »
                
                    Traghetto
                 
                ride €0.50

            »
                Chorus Pass €10
            

            »
                Pizza at Antica Birreria della Corte €8–15
            

            »
                Venice Jazz Club entry €20
            

            »
                
                    Spritz
                 
                €1.50–2

            
                Midrange €120–250
            

            »
                B&B €50–150
            

            »
                Civic Museum Pass €18
            

            »
                Entry to Peggy Guggenheim Collection €12
            

            »
                12-hour 
                    vaporetto
                 
                pass €16

            »
                Happy hour in Piazza San Marco €8–12
            

            »
                Interpreti Veneziani ticket €25
            

            »
                
                    Osteria 
                meal €20–40
            

            
                Top End over €250
            

            »
                Boutique hotel €150+
            

            »
                Gondola ride €80
            

            »
                Palazzo Grassi & Punta della Dogana combined ticket €20
            

            »
                Dinner at Met €60–100
            

            »
                72-hour 
                    vaporetto
                 
                pass €33

            »
                La Fenice ticket from €40
            

        

        
            
                Advance Planning
            

            
                
                    Two months before
                 
                Book accommodation for high season and snap up tickets to La Fenice operas, Venice film festival prem-ieres, and Biennale openings.

            
                
                    Three weeks before
                 
                Check special event calendars at www.aguestinvenice.com and www.veneziadavivere.com, and reserve boat trips (Click here
                ).
            

            
                
                    One week before
                 
                Make restaurant reservations for a big night out; skip the queues by booking tickets to major attractions and events online at www.venetoinside.com or www.veniceconnected.com.

            
                Useful Websites
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com) Expert travel advice.
            

            »
                
                    Twitter 
                (www.twitter.com) Follow Venice insiders.
            

            »
                
                    Venezia da Vivere
                 
                (www.veneziadavivere.com) The creative guide to Venice: music performances, art openings, nightlife, new designers.

            »
                
                    Weekend a Venezia 
                (http://en.venezia.waf.it) Offers discounted and last-minute tickets to major tourist attractions.
            

            »
                
                    Venice Connected 
                (www.veniceconnected.com) Official Venice tourism site with event listings, ticket sales and facilities info.
            

        

        
            
                When to Go
            

            
                Autumn has warmth, sparse crowds and lower rates. Winter has chilly, quiet days; warm, sociable nights; glorious snow. Spring is damp but lovely as ever indoors.
            

        
[image: venice-cc]

        
            
                Arriving in Venice
            

            
                
                    Marco Polo Airport (VCE) 
                Located on the mainland 12km from Venice, east of Mestre. Alilaguna operates ferry service (€13) to Venice from the airport ferry dock (an eight-minute walk from the terminal); expect it to take 45 to 90 minutes to reach most destinations. Water taxis to Venice from airport docks cost €90 to €100. ATVO buses (€5) depart from the airport every 30 minutes from 8am to midnight, and reach Venice’s Piazzale Roma within an hour.
            

            
                
                    Piazzale Roma 
                This car park is the only point within central Venice accessible by car or bus.
                 
                    Vaporetto 
                (water-bus) lines to destinations throughout the city depart from Piazzale Roma docks.

            
                
                    Stazione Santa Lucia
                
                Venice’s train station. 
                    Vaporetto
                 
                lines depart from Ferrovia (Station) docks.

            
                
                    Stazione Venezia Mestre 
                Mestre’s mainland train station; transfer here to Stazione Santa Lucia.
            

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    arrival
                
                , 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Getting Around
            

            
                
                    Vaporetto
                
                Slow and scenic, the 
                    vaporetto
                 
                is Venice’s main public transport. Single rides cost €6.50; for frequent use, get a timed pass for unlimited travel within a set period (12/24/36/48/72 hour passes cost €16/18/23/28/33). Tickets, passes and maps are available at dockside Hello-Venezia ticket booths and www.hellovenezia.com.

            
                
                    Gondola
                 
                Daytime rates run to €80 for 40 minutes (six passengers maximum) or €100 from 7pm to 8am, not including songs (negotiated separately) or tips.

            
                
                    Traghetto 
                Locals use this daytime public gondola service (€0.50) to cross the Grand Canal between bridges.
            

            
                
                    Water taxi 
                Sleek teak boats offer taxi service for €8.90 plus €1.80 per minute, plus €6 for hotel service and extra for night-time, luggage and large groups. Flat rates can be negotiated in advance.
            

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    getting around
                
                , 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Sleeping
            

            
                With many Venetians opening historic homes to visitors as B&Bs and rental getaways, you can become a local overnight here. Venice was once known for charmingly decrepit hotels where English poets quietly expired, but new designer-chic boutique hotels are spiffing up historic palaces and attracting a rock-star following. Expect to pay €120 to €220 midrange, plus hotel tax (hostels exempt). Some upscale hotels offer vouchers for overnight parking in Tronchetto; otherwise it’s at least €24 per day. San Marco hotels are ideally located, but the trade-offs are light, space and noise.
            

            
                Useful Websites
            

            »
                
                    BB Planet 
                (www.bbplanet.it) 
                Search Venice B&Bs by neighbourhood, price range and availability.

            »
                
                    APT
                
                (www.turismovenezia.it) 
                Lists hundreds of licensed B&Bs and rental apartments in Venice proper.

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (http://hotels.lonelyplanet.com) Expert author reviews, user feedback, booking engine.
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                For much more on 
                    sleeping
                
                , 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Top Itineraries
            

        

 
            
                Day One
            

            
                San Marco (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Begin your day in prison on the Secret Passageways tour of the 
                    Palazzo Ducale
                
                , then make a break for espresso in 
                    Piazza San Marco
                
                before the Byzantine blitz of golden mosaics inside 
                    Basilica di San Marco
                
                . Browse boutique-lined backstreets to 
                    Museo Fortuny
                
                , the palace fashion house whose slinky goddess gowns set standards for Bohemian glamour.
            

            
       [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Enoteca al Volto (Click here
                    ): 
                    handmade pasta in a hidden 
                        calle
                    .
                

            

            
                Dorsoduro (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Pause atop wooden 
                    Ponte dell’Accademia
                
                for 
                    Grand Canal
                
                photo-ops, then discover visual splendours no camera can convey inside 
                    Gallerie dell’Accademia
                
                – now you see where Venetian painters get their reputations for vibrant colour and major drama. Wander to 
                    Squero di San Trovaso
                
                to watch gondolas being built, then bask in the afternoon sunlight and dazzling views of Palladio’s 
                    Il Redentore
                
                along waterfront 
                    Zattere
                
                . Stop at tiny 
                    Chiesa di San Sebastian
                
                , packed with Veroneses, then troll artisan boutiques along Calle Lunga San Barnaba until it’s ‘
                
                    spritz 
                o’clock’ (cocktail hour) in 
                    Campo Santa Margherita
                
                .
            


[image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Dinner
                     
                    Bacaro Da Fiore (Click here
                    ): 
                    quick bites of seafood, superior Soave.

            

            
            
                San Marco (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                The hottest ticket in town during opera season is at 
                    La Fenice
                
                , but classical music fans shouldn’t miss Vivaldi played with contemporary verve by 
                    Interpreti Veneziani.
                
            

        


            
                Day Two
            

            
                Dorsoduro (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Discover the modern art that caused uproars and defined the 20th century at the 
                    Peggy Guggenheim Collection
                
                , then confront contemporary art pushing 21st-century buttons inside 
                    Punta della Dogana
                
                , Venice’s ancient customs house. Hop the 
                    vaporetto
                
                in front of Baldassare Longhena’s domed 
                    Chiesa di Santa Maria della Salute
                
                up the 
                    Grand Canal
                
                .
            


        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Enjoy market-fresh feasts in miniature at All’Arco (Click here
                    ).
                

            
            
            
                San Polo & Santa Croce (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Shop your way south to masterpieces facing off across Campo San Rocco: 
                    I Frari
                
                , featuring Titian’s radiant altarpiece, and 
                    Scuola Grande di San Rocco
                
                , filled with stormy Tintoretto masterpieces. Antique shops and artisan studios line your route from Campo dei Frari to 
                    Campo San Polo
                
                and 
                    Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio
                
                , where the medieval church restores the senses with meditative calm. Test your orienteering skills on the winding back lanes of the former red-light district, heading across 
                    Ponte delle Tette 
                (Tits Bridge) towards 
                    Al Mercá 
                for happy hour.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Al Pesador (Click here
                    ): Grand Canal seats, memorable market-inspired fare.
                

            
            
            
                San Marco (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                Cross 
                    Ponte di Rialto 
                to join overflow crowds grooving to DJ sets at 
                    Osteria All’Alba
                
                , or order your new favourite Veneto vintage at 
                    I Rusteghi
                
                .
            

        


            
                Day Three
            

            
                Castello (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Wayward socialites were warehoused at 
                    Chiesa di San Zaccaria
                
                , but you’re free to wander from these Byzantine marvels to Renaissance glories at frescoed 
                    Palazzo Grimani
                
                . Refuel with espresso and a jolt of modernism at Mario Botta–designed 
                    QCoffee Bar
                
                , then head to brick Gothic 
                    Zanipolo
                
                for blasts from the pasts: marble tombs of 25 dogi. The Renaissance is only two bridges away at 
                    Chiesa di Santa Maria degli Miracoli
                
                , a polychrome marble miracle made from Basilica di San Marco’s leftovers.
            

            

        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Slow Food that goes down fast: try panini at Zenzero (Click here
                    ).
                

            

            
                Cannaregio (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Turn away from shopping temptations along 
                    Strada Nuova
                
                to find sudden calm along 
                    Fondamenta della Misericordia
                
                . Pass statue sentries ringing 
                    Campo dei Mori
                
                to reach 
                    Chiesa della Madonna dell’Orto
                
                , the white-trimmed, red-brick Gothic church that was the object of Tintoretto’s painterly attentions for decades. Tour the Ghetto’s rooftop 
                    synagogues
                
                and enjoy quiet reflection in 
                    Ikona Gallery
                
                and 
                    Old World Books
                
                , until Venice’s happiest hours beckon across the bridge at 
                    Al Timon
                
                .
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Hearty meals to satisfy sailors await at Dalla Marisa (Click here
                    ).
                

            

            
                Cannaregio (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                Take a romantic 
                    gondola
                 
                ride through Cannaregio’s long canals, which seem purpose-built to maximise moonlight.

        


            
                Day Four
            

            
                Murano, Burano & 
                the Northern Islands (Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Make your lagoon getaway on a 
                    vaporetto
                
                bound for rainbow-coloured 
                    Burano
                
                and green and gold 
                    Torcello
                
                . Follow the sheep-trail to Torcello’s Byzantine cathedral, where a golden Madonna in the apse calmly stares down the blue devils opposite. Explore relics of this Byzantine capital and spot lagoon birds no longer hunted by Hemingway, then head to Burano to admire extreme home-design schemes and handmade lace.
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                        Lunch
                     
                    Venissa (Click here
                    ): Sunny Mazzorbo vineyards, inspired lagoon cuisine.
                

            
            
            
                Murano, Burano & 
                the Northern Islands (Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Witness the fiery passions of glass artisans in action at Murano’s legendary 
                    fornace
                
                (furnaces), and see some of their finest moments at the 
                    Museum of Glass
                
                . After Murano showrooms close, hop the 
                    vaporetto
                
                all the way to 
                    Giudecca
                 
                for one last, long view of San Marco glittering across glassy waters.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    I Figli delle Stelle (Click here
                    ): Hearty dishes and romantic canalside tables.
                

            
            
            
                San Marco (
                Click here
                )
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                Celebrate your triumphant tour of the lagoon with a 
                    prosecco
                
                toast and tango across Piazza San Marco at 
                    Caffè Florian
                
                ; repeat as necessary.
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                If You Like…
            

        

        
            Curiosities
        

        
            
                Museo della Follia 
            ‘Museum of Madness’ is as creepy as it sounds, featuring ‘cures’ happily no longer in use on this island. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Fondaco dei Turchi
             
            Bizarre scientific specimens brought home in jars by intrepid Venetian explorers, plus an entire dinosaur inside a Turkish fortress. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Mercantino dei Miracoli
             
            Postcards sent to Venetian sweethearts during WWII, talismans worn by sailors for safe passage, and Venetian offal cookbooks. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Atelier Alessandro Merlin
             
            Squid lurk in the bottom of hand-painted gelato bowls, and risqué coffee cups are definitely not safe for work. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Malefatte
             
            Organic lavender beauty products, fashion-forward man-bags and hand-silkscreened aprons, all expertly made by a non-profit Venetian prison cooperative. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Fashion
        

        
            
                Museo Fortuny
             
            Glimpse inside the palatial, radical fashion house that freed women from corsets and innovated Bohemian chic. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Palazzo Mocenigo
             
            Find fashion inspiration in this museum of Venetian baroque style, from bustles to knee-britches. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Fiorella Gallery
             
            Rock subversive Venetian fashion, including lilac silk-velvet jackets hand-printed with red rats. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Arnoldo & Battois
             
            Venetian designers sculpt silk dresses and finish handbags with findings from Venetian antique markets. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Spilli
             
            A fashion miracle: glamour made easy by young Venetian designers alongside Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli. (Click here
            )
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            Boats
        

        
            
                Gondola rides
             
            The most scenic routes in Venice are travelled by long, narrow, shallow boats, rowed by a single oar. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Squero di San Trovaso
             
            Witness the making of a gondola, shaped by hand and custom-sized to match the weight and height of the gondolier. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Museo Storico Navale
            
            Four floors of nautical wonders, from the 
                bucintoro
             
            (ducal barge) to WWII battleships. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Gilberto Penzo
             
            Scale-model gondolas for your bathtub and build-your-own-boat kits from a master artisan. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Row Venice
             
            Learn to row across lagoon waters standing, like gondolieri do, from regatta champ Jane Caporal. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Hidden Gems
        

        
            
                Chiesa di San Francesco della Vigna
             
            All-star Venetian art showcase and Palladio’s first commission, down by Castello’s boatyard docks. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli
             
            The little neighbourhood church with big Renaissance ideas and priceless marble, amid a maze of canals. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta
             
            Lambs bleat encouragement as you walk through this overgrown island towards golden glory in apse mosaics. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Ghetto synagogues
             
            Climb to rooftop synagogues on tours run by Museo Ebraico. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Malamocco
             
            Criss-crossed with canals and emblazoned with lions, this Lido hamlet is Venice in miniature. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Dessert
        

        
            
                Alaska Gelateria
             
            Organic gelato in gourmet flavours invented onsite, including cardamom, white peach and artichoke. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Tearoom Caffè Orientale 
            Tea cakes, crumbles and tarts fresh from the oven, with organic ingredients and fluffy, double-zero flour. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Grom
             
            Slow-food gelato devoured quickly in flavours like Sicilian strawberry, Amalfi lemon and Fair Trade coffee. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Pasticceria Tonolo 
            Flakey apple strudel and mini-profiteroles bursting with hazelnut-chocolate mousse provide energy to take on Titian at I Frari. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Gelateria Suso 
            Creamy gelato made in Venice, including mint-chocolate and signature ‘doge’ flavour: mascarpone laced with caramel and chocolate-covered almonds. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Backstreet Bacari (Bars)
        

        
            
                Cantina do Spade 
            Tasty snacks and house wines supplied by family winemakers make this centuries-old 
                bacaro
             
            quite a find. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Osteria All
            
            ’
            
                Alba
             
            Scrawled with thanks in multiple languages, this storefront behind the Rialto bridge serves DOC wines and DJ beats. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Un Mondo di Vino 
            ‘A world of wine’ tucked into a cupboard-sized locale, with shelves replenished with 
                cicheti 
            until late. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Bacaro Risorto 
            This corner 
                bacaro 
            the size of a newsstand overflows with 
                cicheti 
            and good spirits, whenever they feel like opening. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Osteria Alla Vedova 
            Upholds hallowed Venetian happy hour traditions, including meaty €1 
                polpette
            
            (meatballs) and dainty 
                ombre
             
            (glasses of wine). (Click here
            )
        

        
            Local Hangouts
        

        
            
                Lido Beaches
            
            When temperatures nudge upwards of 29°C, Venice races to the Lido-bound 
                vaporetto
             
            to claim sandy beachfront. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Campo San Giacomo dell
            
            ’
            
                Orio bars
            
            Kids tear through the 
                campo
            
            , while parents watch through the bottom of glasses of natural-process 
                prosecco
            
            . (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Rialto Market
             
            Grandmothers drive hard bargains with joking grocers while photographers shoot heaps of glistening purple lagoon octopus. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Giudecca
             
            Artists sketch views from canalfront tables until it’s time for bargain lunches at the boatyard or organic farmer’s market picnics. (Click here
            )
        



            
                Lido di Jesolo
             
            Partiers with island fever take the bus to Lido di Jesolo clubs, and recover on Adriatic beaches the next day. (Click here
            )
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                        For more top Venice spots, see
                    
                

                »
                    Eating (
                    Click here
                    )
                

                »
                    Drinking & Nightlife (
                    Click here
                    )
                

                »
                    Entertainment (
                    Click here
                    )
                

                »
                    Shopping (
                    Click here
                    )
                

            

  
    
        
            
                Month by Month
            

        

        
            
                Top Events
            

            
                
                    Carnevale
                
                , February
            

            
                
                    Venice Bienniale
                
                , June–November
            

            
                
                    Venice International Film Festival
                
                , September
            

            
                
                    Vogalonga
                
                , May
            

            
                
                    Festa della Madonna della Salute
                
                , November
            

        

        
            February
        

        
            Costumes and wine fountains take the edge off chilly February nights, and revellers party like it’s 1699 at masked balls until wigs itch and livers twitch – in its baroque heyday, Carnevale lasted three months.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif]
            Carnevale
        

        
            Masqueraders party in the streets over two weeks in February before Lent. Tickets to La Fenice’s masked balls run to €200, but there’s a free-flowing wine fountain to commence Carnevale, public costume parties in every campo, and a Grand Canal flotilla marking the end. (www.carnevale.venezia.it)
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            April
        

        
            The winning springtime combination of relaxed sightseeing, optimal walking weather and reasonable room rates lasts until Easter, when art history classes on holiday briefly flood the city.
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            Vinitaly
        

        
            Good spirits abound at Italy’s premier expo of wine and spirits, drawing 150,000 visitors to Verona’s VeronaFiere pavilions. The three-day expo in early April starts in sober earnest, with expert-guided tastings of rare vintages and Slow Food and wine pairings – but by the final afternoon it’s a proper bacchanal, with singing erupting midday over the dregs of more than a million bottles of wine. (www.vinitaly.com)
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            Su e Zo Per I Ponti
        

        
            ‘Up and Down the Bridges’ is a 13km non-competitive race through Venice, with 10,000 to 15,000 participants crossing 55 bridges to raise funds for charity –
            usually a clean-water initiative in developing nations – and enjoying free concerts at the finish line. (www.tgseurogroup.it/suezo/en/suezo_en.htm 
            )
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            Festa di 
            San Marco

        
            Join the celebration of Venice’s patron saint on 25 April, when Venetian men carry a 
                bocolo 
            (rosebud) in processions through Piazza San Marco, then bestow them on the women they love.
        

        
            May
        

        
            Summer is better known in Venice as regatta season, when Venetians limber up and row standing across the sun-dazzled lagoon for glory and 
 prosecco               
            
            .
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            Vogalonga
        

        
            Not a race so much as a show of endurance, this 32km ‘long row’ starts with 1000 boats in front of the Ducal Palace, loops past Burano and Murano, and ends with cheers,
            
                prosecco 
            and enormous blisters at Punta della Dogana. (www.turismovenezia.it)
        

        
            June
        

        
            Festivals kick off all month, from millennium-old mystical seafaring celebrations to freaky performance art marathons.
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            Festa della Sensa
        

        
            If Venice loves the sea so much, why don’t they get married? Consider it done. Vows have been professed annually since AD 1000 in the 
                Sposalito del Mar
             
            (Wedding to the Sea), with celebrations including regattas, outdoor markets and mass on the Lido. (www.sensavenezia.it)
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            Festa di San Pietro di Castello
        

        
            The Festival of St Peter of Castello takes place the last week of June at the steps of the church that was once the city’s cathedral, with mass, games, puppetry, hearty rustic fare, and Abba tribute bands.
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            Venice Biennale (Biennale di Venezia)
        

        
            In odd years the Art Biennale usually runs June to November, and in even years the Architecture Biennale kicks off in September – but every summer, the Biennale also features avant-garde dance, theatre, cinema, and music. (www.labiennale.org)
        

        
            July
        

        
            Fireworks over Giudecca and occasional summer lightning illuminate balmy summer nights on the lagoon, and performances by jazz greats end sunny days on a sultry note.
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            Festa del Redentore
        

        
            Walk on water across the Giudecca Canal to Il Redentore via a bobbing, wobbly pontoon bridge the third Saturday and Sunday in July. Join the massive floating picnic along the Zattere, and don’t miss the fireworks. (www.turismovenezia.it)
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            Venice Jazz Festival
        

        
            International jazz legends from Wynton Marsalis to Cesaria Evora bring down the house at La Fenice, while crowd-favourite acts like Sting and Paolo Conte play Piazza San Marco with a full orchestra. Check the calendar for shows in Vicenza, Verona and Treviso through to August. (www.venetojazz.com)
        

        
            September
        

        
            Movie stars bask in Venice’s golden autumnal light along film festival red carpets on the Lido, and musical interludes, island picnics and regattas make the most of the optimal weather on the lagoon.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif]
            Venice International 
            Film Festival

        
            The only thing hotter than Lido beaches in August is the red carpet at this star-studded event, which
            runs the last weekend in August through to the
            first week of September.
            (www.labiennale.org/en/cinema)
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            Regata Storica
        

        
            Never mind who’s winning, check out the gear: 16th-century costumes, eight-oared gondolas and ceremonial barks re-enact
            the Venice arrival of the Queen of Cyprus. A floating parade is followed by
            four races, where kids, women and gondolieri compete for boating bragging rights. (www.regatastoricavenezia.it)
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            Venezia Suona
        

        
            Hear contemporary music from around the world where you least expect it, in Venice’s medieval 
                campi 
            (squares), under bridges, on abandoned islands, even atop Tronchetto parking garages in free, free-form concerts performed over one glorious September weekend. (www.veneziasuona.it, in Italian)
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            Sagra del Pesce (Fish Festival)
        

        
            Burano angles for attention with fish, polenta, white wine, traditional music and Venice’s only mixed men’s and women’s rowing regatta – since this is the last serious match of the regatta season, rowers are out to settle grudges and claim definitive wins.
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            Riviera Fiorita
        

        
            Party like it’s 1627 along the Brenta River (
            Click here
            ) with a flotilla of antique boats, baroque costume balls at Villa Widman Rezzonico Foscari and Villa Pisani Nazionale, historically correct country fairs, period music and even gelato in baroque-era flavours; held the second Sunday in September.
        

        
            October
        

        
            When high tourism season ends, festival crowds disperse and rates come back down to earth, Venice unwinds with a glass of Sant’Erasmo wine and a brisk jog from the Brenta.
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            Festa del Mosto
        

        
            A genuine country fair, on ‘garden isle’ Sant’Erasmo (first Sunday in October). The wine grape harvest is celebrated with a parade, farmers market, gourmet food stalls, live music and free-flowing 
                vino
            
            .
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            Venice Marathon
        

        
            Six thousand runners work up a sweat over 42km of spectacular scenery, dashing along the Brenta River past Palladian villas before crossing into Venice and heading to Piazza San Marco via a 160m floating bridge. Mind your step… (www.venicemarathon.com)
        

        
            November
        

        
            Venice takes a breather from its usual antics to give thanks for its miraculous survival against all odds, and carbo-load before kicking off another year of revelry, art and inspiration on 1 January.
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            Festa della Madonna della Salute
        

        
            If you’d survived plague and Austrian invasion, you’d throw a party too. Every 21 November since the 17th century, Venetians have crossed a pontoon bridge across the Grand Canal to give thanks at Santa Maria della Salute and splurge on sweets.
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                With Kids
            

        

        
            
                Adults think Venice is for them; kids know better. This is where every fairy tale comes to life, where prisoners escape through the roof of a palace, Murano glass-blowers breathe life into pocket-sized sea dragons, and Pescaria fish balance on their tails as though spellbound. Top that, JK Rowling.
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            Attractions
        

        
            Venice is the ultimate for any kid who has ever believed in pirates and princesses: they really did sleep in Grand Canal palaces – 
            possibly on peas – and launched swashbuckling adventures from these shores. Visit Museo Correr (Click here
            ) or Ca’ Rezzonico (
            Click here
            ) to see where Venetians danced and flirted in secret at royal masked balls, and find out what they wore at Palazzo Mocenigo (
            Click here
            ). The explorers’ ships are displayed at Museo Storico Navale (
            Click here
            ), and the samurai swords and armour they brought all the way from Asia are lined up ready for battle in the attic of Ca’ Pesaro (
            Click here
            ). When kids staunchly refuse another church, savvy parents can play the trump card: Fondaco dei Turchi (
            Click here
            ), a fortress with a dinosaur, aquarium and secret garden.
        

        
            Outdoor Activities
        

        
            Beach Picnics
        

        
            Lido beaches (
            Click here
            ) let the whole family relax in the sun, with the option of sun umbrellas and cabanas. Kids can pick out their own picnic ingredients at the Rialto Market (
            Click here
            ), and squeal over the squishy lagoon seafood.
        

        
            Rowing & Sailing
        

        
            Glide across the teal blue waters to desert islands on a customised sailing tour from Laguna Eco Adventures (
            Click here
            ), or learn to row standing up like gondolieri do with Row Venice (
            Click here
            ), with an optional stop on the cemetery island of San Michele (
            Click here
            ) for a picnic.
        

        
            Biking
        

        
            Explore the Lido by tandem bicycle (
            Click here
            ), and pedal all the way to Malamocco (
            Click here
            ) to discover a shrunken, kid-sized version of Venice.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            »
                
                    Change facilities
                 
                Available in public restrooms (Click here
                )
            

            »
                
                    Emergency care
                 
                Venice’s main hospital (Click here
                ) offers emergency care and boat ambulance service.
            

            »
                
                    Babysitting 
                Available at several hotels and B&Bs.
            

            »
                
                    Strollers 
                Bring your own.
            

            »
                
                    Nappies (diapers) & formula
                 
                Available at groceries citywide (Click here
                ).
            

        

        
            Rainy-day Activities
        

        
            Arts & Crafts
        

        
            Kids inspired by watching Venetian artists and artisans at work can make their own Carnevale masks at Ca’ Macana (
            Click here
            ), assemble their own Murano-glass necklaces at La Bottega di Giò (
            Click here
            ) or Campagnol & Salvadore (
            Click here
            ), or paint their own vivid Venetian masterpieces with supplies from Arcobaleno (
            Click here
            ). Those fascinated by gondolas can build their own with scale-model gondola kits from Gilberto Penzo (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Secret Passageways Tour
        

        
            Duck through hidden doorways to explore the secret attic prison hidden in the doge’s pretty pink palace on the Itinerari Segreti tour of the Palazzo Ducale (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Transport
        

        
            Gondolas provide scenic ways to get around Venice once kids get worn out, and timed 
                vaporetto
             
            tickets allow riders to hop on and off for bathroom breaks (Click here
            ). Adventurous kids might want to try the ultimate dare: riding a 
                traghetto
            
            , an oversized gondola that transports riders across the Grand Canal, standing up. Strollers are helpful with toddlers, but bear in mind they have to be lifted over bridges.
        

        
            Food
        

        
            When spirits and feet begin to drag, there’s pizza and pasta galore to pick them back up –though if your kids are anything like the Brangelina brood when they stay in Venice, they may demand nothing less than a double scoop of gelato. For tea parties and comfort food, Tearoom Caffè Orientale (
            Click here
            ) offers soups, sandwiches and house-baked cakes. Discerning young diners will want to sample 
                cicheti
            
            , which are conveniently kid-sized and made to eat with your hands at Dai Zemei (
            Click here
            ) and Zenzero (
            Click here
            ). For a culinary challenge, try the freaky gelato flavours such as asparagus at Alaska Gelateria (
            Click here
            ) and chocolates in gourmet flavours like blueberry and olive oil at VizioVirtù (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Toys & Gifts
        

        
            As certain Venetian dogi and most parents know, a little bribery goes a long way. Wooden puzzles of the Rialto bridge inspire budding architects at Signor Bloom (
            Click here
            ), stuffed elephants and match-regulation Fair Trade footballs are kid-crowd-pleasers at Aqua Altra (
            Click here
            ), and teens freak out over glitter-gnome Fiorucci T-shirts at Elitre (
            Click here
            ). Treasure-hunting is best at outdoor markets, where antique toys and costumes surface from palace attics (
            Click here
            ). Giunti Al Punto (
            Click here
            ) stocks books for kids and young adults in multiple languages.
        

        
            Kid Hangouts
        

        
            Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio
        

        
            Marathon games of tag in this 
                campo
             
 probably started around the time its namesake medieval church was built, and kids can jump in anytime. Better still, the
             
                campo
            is ringed with bar tables where parents can keep an eye on kids through the bottom of a 
                prosecco
             
            flute.

        
            Giardini
        

        
            Parents are wowed by the sweeping lagoon views and backdrop of Biennale pavilions, but kids know they’ve found paradise when they spot the swings, slides and sandlots of this island playground (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Ghetto
        

        
            Venice’s past meets its future in this historic Jewish island (
            Click here
            ): once school lets out, the silent neighbourhood 
                campo 
            turns into a lively football pitch.
        

        
            Campo San Polo
        

        
            One of the biggest squares in Venice, this 
                campo 
            
            
             has plenty of room to run around, occasional puppet-shows and carnival rides in summer, and pizza to please the whole family at Antica Birreria della Corte (
            Click here
            ).
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                For Free
            

        

        
            
                Despite its centuries-old reputation as a playground for Europe’s elite, Venice’s finest moments are freebies. Golden glimpses of heaven in Basilica di San Marco are gratis, Carnevale is best celebrated in the streets, and floating palaces are most extraordinary from outside, reflected in the Grand Canal.
            

        

        
            Venice’s Best Bargains
        

        
            Glamorous Venice is known as a luxury destination, with five-star hotels, five-course meals and plush gondolas – but savvy visitors can live the 
                bea vita
            
            (beautiful life) for less. B&Bs offer palatial settings and personal service for three figures, and Venice’s best meals are gourmet 
                cicheti
            
            (Venetian tapas) for €1 to €4 per dish, served at lunch and 6pm to 8pm daily. Splurge on a €80 gondola ride, or experience cheap thrills standing on the 
                traghetto
             
            (public gondola) as you cross the Grand Canal (€0.50 per ride).

        
            Discount Passes
        

        
            Church and art aficionados can access some of Venice’s finest masterpieces in 16 churches with a Chorus Pass (
            Click here
            ). It costs €10 (for a total saving of €35), and includes such spectacular sights as I Frari, Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli, Chiesa di San Sebastiano and Chiesa di Madonna dell’Orto.
        

        
            For €1 more than a Palazzo Ducale ticket, museum lovers can explore five sights with San Marco Museum Plus (
            Click here
            ). The pass covers Palazzo Ducale, Museo Correr, Museo Archeologico Nazionale and Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, plus one more of your choice. Get more history for your money: for €5 extra, buy the Civic Museum Pass, which is valid for six months and gives access to 11 civic museums (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Historical Sites
        

        
            Three of the most pivotal sites in Venetian history have free entry: Rialto Market (
            Click here
            ), where an empire sprang up around fishmongers; the Ghetto (
            Click here
            ), provider of funds and ideas to keep Venice afloat after its shipping empire declined; and Basilica di San Marco (Click here), the apotheosis of Venice’s millennium of brilliant self-invention.
        

        
            Arts & Architecture
        

        
            To defray substantial costs to the city, there’s an entry fee to the main art and architecture Biennale shows and Venice film festival premieres – but many dance, music, cinema and ancillary arts programs are free of charge citywide, from summer through autumn (fall). Art galleries and Murano glass showrooms also offer free admission, and the entire city is an architecture showcase year-round. Discover hidden gems like Palazzo Contarini del Bovolo on your San Marco walking tour (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Festivals & Events
        

        
            Festivals fill Venetian 
                calli 
            with revelry all year, from Carnevale masquerades to raucous regattas (
            Click here
            ). Eternally grateful for being spared the plague, Venice gives thanks at Festa del Redentore and Festa della Madonna della Salute with fireworks, wobbly pontoon bridges and 
                prosecco
            
            . Free movies and theatre illuminate nights in Summer Arena (
            Click here
            ); in September international musicians turn archways, bridges and public transport into concert venues for Venezia Suona (
            Click here
            ). In autumn, don’t miss 
                sagre 
            (harvest festivals) with wine and live music on Sant’Erasmo and Burano (
            Click here
            ).
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                Tours
            

        

        
            
                To get to know Venice from the inside out, first you have to see the lagoon city as Venetians have for a millennium – by water – then dive into the calli (alleys) and ascend secret staircases for glimpses of Venetian life behind the scenes and above the fray.
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            Tours on Water
        

        
            Beyond brief jaunts on a gondola, 
                traghetto
             
            (see the boxed text, Click here
            ) or 
                vaporetto
             
            (city ferry), the following boating outings offer maritime adventures on traditional Venetian boats. Reserve ahead, bring sunscreen and check weather forecasts, since boat trips are subject to weather conditions.

        
            Rowing
        

        
            Learn to wield an oar like gondolieri do with Jane Caporal of 
                Row Venice
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                345 241 52 66; www.rowvenice.com; 2hr lessons €40-50)
            
            . Find your footing on the sparkling lagoon as Jane shows you how to propel her handcrafted Venetian 
                sandolo 
            (flat-bottomed boat) standing up, using a single oar. Glide past Venice’s island cemetery, pause for a picnic (book ahead), and hop up on the 
                poppa
             
            (stern) to learn to row while singing, gondolier-style.

        
            Sailing
        

        
            
                Laguna Eco Adventures
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                329 722 62 89; www.lagunaecoadventures.com; 2-8hr trips per person €40-150)
            
            lets you sail away into the lagoon blue in a Venetian 
                sampierota
            
            , a narrow twin-sailed boat small enough to slip into canals but purpose-built to glide along open water. Boats accommodate five people maximum, so it’s just you, the lagoon birds and the wind at your backs. Itineraries range from a circuit of outlying lagoon desert islands and Lido beaches to an easy, hour-long drift along Venice’s canals at sunset.
        

        
            Vento di Venezia (
            Click here
            ) offers sailing classes for the day or longer, plus stays at the hotel near the Isola di Certosa marina.
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            Boating
        

        
            
                Terra e Acqua
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                347 420 50 04; www.veneziainbarca.it; day-long trips incl lunch €70-120)
            offers wild rides to the outer edges of the lagoon with skipper Cristina della Toffola, who shares a wealth of information about rare lagoon wildlife and juicy historical titbits (including a tale of nunneries closing due to scandal during Venice’s notorious baroque party-era). Itineraries are customised, and can cover abandoned plague-quarantine islands, fishing and birdwatching hot spots, Burano, Torcello, and other lagoon architectural gems. Cristina makes a mean fish stew and 
                spritz 
            (
            
                prosecco
            -based drink), served on board at picturesque island mooring spots, and takes the utmost care to preserve the fragile lagoon ecosystem en route. Trips accommodate up to 10 people on a sunny, sturdy motorised
             
                bragozzo 
            (Venetian barge), which makes trips sociable and easy-going for those not accustomed to boats. Reserve well ahead and bring your SPF30 sunscreen.
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                Eolo cruises
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                049 807 8032; Via Mantegna 11, Brugine)
            
            covers the lagoon on a double-masted, 1946 fishing 
                bragozzo
            
            for three-day trips (per person from €2000, for six to 10 people) or on-board cooking tours. Guests sleep in selected villas and 
                palazzi
             
            in Venice or around the lagoon, spend the day sailing and eat seafood lunches on board.




        
            Rendez-Vous Fantasia (
            Click here
            ) lets you literally live on the lagoon by renting out houseboats; moorings are in Chioggia.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            »
                
                    Options
                 
                Venice’s tourism office APT (www.turismovenezia.it), provides suggested itineraries by interest area and lists free tours of major sights.

            »
                
                    Accessibility 
                For a list of tour operators experienced in organising tours for travellers with disabilities, contact 
                    Accessible Italy
                  
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                
                    378 94 11 11; www.accessibleitaly.com)
                ; 
                Click here
                .
            

            »
                
                    Children 
                Historic sights and boats may not be not child-safe, and minimum age restrictions may apply; ask before reserving.
            

        

        
            Tours on Land
        

        
            Guided Tours of Major Sights
        

        
            Many major sights offer guided tours – consult 
                Un Ospite di Venezia,
             
            a free publication available in most hotels, for details of tours of Venetian churches and sights. Basilica di San Marco (Click here
            ) offers free mosaic tours run by the diocese; the Itinerari Segreti (Secret Passageways) tour of the Palazzo Ducale (
            Click here
            ) leads through hidden doorways to the attic prison inside the doge’s pretty pink palace; and the only way to visit the Torre dell’Orologio (Clocktower; 
            Click here
            ) is by pre-arranged tour.
        

        
            Walking Tours
        

        
            During Carnevale, don’t miss storytelling walking tours written by leading Venetian historian 
                Alberto Toso Fei
              
                (www.albertotosofei.it) 
            and performed by a Venetian troupe.

        
            At other times of year, there are several top walking tour organisers to choose from:
        

        
            
                Venicescapes
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 520 63 61; www.venicescapes.org; 4-6hr tour incl book 2 adults US$150-290, additional adult US$50-60, under 18yr US$30)
             
            Intriguing walking tours run by a nonprofit historical society (proceeds support ongoing Venetian historical research) with themes such as ‘A City of Nations’, exploring multiethnic Venice through the ages; and ‘A Most Serene Republic’, revealing how Venice kept the peace through politics and espionage.

        
            
                Walks Inside Venice
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 524 17 06; www.walksinsidevenice.com; per hr €75, for groups up to 6 people)
             
            Spirited tours, run by three local women, lead groups of up to six people on afternoon treks through the city’s hidden backstreets to major monuments, off the tourist track through the Cannaregio district, or on grand tours of Venice with detours to Murano and the cemetery island of San Michele.

        
            
                Azienda di Promozione Turistica
              
                (APT; 
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 529 87 11; www.turismovenezia.it)
             
            APT tourist offices list guided tours ranging from an introduction to the greatest hits: inside La Fenice, a classic gondola circuit (per person €40), and a ‘ghosts and legends’ tour that unravels local mysteries (per person €20). If you don’t find your interests covered, ask for an updated list of authorised guides who can take you on private walking tours of the city.

        
    

  
    
        
        
            
                [image: category-eating-lge-png]
                Eating
            

        

        
            
                The visual blitz that is Venice tends to leave visitors bug-eyed, weak-kneed and grasping for the nearest 
                    panino
                
                (sandwich). But there’s more to La Serenissima than simple carb-loading. For centuries Venice has gone far beyond the call of dietary duty, and lavished visitors with wildly inventive feasts. Today visitors enjoy impressive 
                    cicheti
                 
                (Venetian tapas), decadent pastries and a lagoon’s worth of fresh seafood.
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            Venetian Cuisine
        

        
            ‘Local food!’ is the latest foodie credo, but it’s nothing new in Venice. Surrounded by garden islands and a seafood-rich lagoon, Venice offers local specialities that never make it to the mainland, because they’re served fresh the same day in Venetian 
                bacari
            
            (hole-in-the-wall bars) and 
                osterie 
            (taverns). A strong sea breeze wafts over the kitchens of the lagoon city, with the occasional meaty dish from the Veneto mainland and traditional local options of rice and polenta in addition to classic Italian pastas. But side dishes of Veneto vegetables often steal the show, and early risers will notice Venetians risking faceplants in canals to grab 
                radicchio trevisano
             
            (bitter red chicory, a ruffled red leafy vegetable) and prized Bassano del Grappa asparagus from produce-laden barges.

        
            Venice’s cosmopolitan outlook has kept the city ahead of the locavore curve, and makes local cuisine anything but predictable. Don’t be surprised if some Venetian dishes taste vaguely Turkish or Greek rather than strictly Italian: with trade routes bringing imported tastes to Venice for over a millennium, Venetian cuisine is a highly refined fusion of flavours. Spice-route flavours from the Mediterranean and beyond can be savoured in signature Venetian recipes such as 
                sarde in saor,
            
            traditionally made with sardines fried in a tangy onion marinade with pine nuts and sultanas. The occasional exceptional ingredient from another part of Italy sneaks in, such as Tuscan steaks, Campania 
                mozzarella di bufala
             
            (fresh buffalo-milk mozzarella) and Sicilian blood oranges.


        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Prices
            

            
                In this book, a basic meal is defined as a main dish, glass of house wine, and 
                    pane e coperto 
                (bread and cover charge). Price ranges for Venice are defined as follows:
            

            
                
                    €
                
                
                under €20 a meal
            

            
                
                    €€
                
                
                €20 to €40 a meal
            

            
                
                    €€€
                
                
                over €40 a meal
            

            
                Opening hours
            

            
                Cafe-bars generally open from 8am to 8pm, although some stay open later and morph into drinking hangouts. Pubs and wine bars are mostly shut by 1am to 2am.
            

            
                Reservations
            

            
                Call ahead to book a table at restaurants and 
                    osterie 
                whenever possible, especially at lunch in high season. You may get a table when you walk in off the street, but some restaurants buy ingredients according to how many bookings they’ve got – and when the food runs low, they stop seating. 
                    Cicheti
                 
                are a handy alternative.

            
                Pane e coperto
            

            
                ‘Bread and cover’ charges range from €1 to €6 for sit-down meals at most restaurants.
            

            
                Service charges
            

            
                Service may be included in 
                    pane e coperto
                
                (especially at basic 
                    osterie
                
                ) or added onto the bill (at upscale bistros and for large parties). Read the fine print before you leave an additional tip.
            

        


        
            Cicheti
        

        
            Even in unpretentious Venetian
             
                osterie
            and 
                bacari
            
            , most dishes cost a couple of euros more than they might elsewhere in Italy – not a bad mark-up, considering all that fresh seafood and produce brought in by boat. But 
                cicheti
            
            , or Venetian tapas, are some of the best foodie finds in Italy, served at lunch and from around 6pm to 8pm with sensational Veneto wines by the glass. 
                Cicheti
            
            range from basic bar snacks (spicy meatballs, fresh tomato and basil 
            bruschetta) to wildly inventive small plates: think white Bassano asparagus and plump lagoon shrimp wrapped with pancetta at All’Arco (Click here
            ); 
                crostini 
            (open-faced sandwiches) piled with soft local salami with marinated radicchio at Dai Zemei (
            Click here
            ); or fresh-baked whole-grain croissants with mortadella and pistachio salsa at Zenzero (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Prices start at €1 for tasty meatballs and range from €3 to €6 for gourmet fantasias with fancy ingredients, typically devoured standing up or perched atop stools at the bar. Filling
            
                cicheti 
            such as 
                crostini,
             
                panini
            
            (sandwiches or filled bread rolls), and 
                tramezzini 
            (sandwiches on soft bread, often with mayo-based condiments) cost €1.50 to €4. Many 
                bacari
            
            and 
                enoteche
            
            (wine bars) also offer nightly 
                cicheti 
            spreads that could easily pass as dinner.
        

        
            For 
                cicheti
            
            with ultrafresh ingredients at manageable prices, seek out 
                osterie
            
            and 
                bacari
            
            in Venice’s backstreets, especially in these 
                cicheti 
            hotspots:
        

        
            
                Cannaregio
             
            (Click here
            ) Along Fondamenta degli Ormesini and off Strada Nuova.
        

        
            
                San Polo & Santa Croce 
            (
            Click here
            ) Around the Rialto Market and Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio.
        

        
            
                Castello 
            (
            Click here
            ) Via Garibaldi and Calle Lunga Santa Maria Formosa.
        

        
            
                San Marco
             
            (Click here
            ) Around Campo San Bartolomeo, Campo Santo Stefano and Campo della Guerra.
        

        
            The Menu
        

        
            
                Cicheti
            
            are fresh alternatives to fast food worth planning your day around, but you’ll also want to treat yourself to one leisurely sit-down meal while you’re in Venice, whether it’s in a back-alley 
                osteria
             
            or canalside restaurant. Timid diners who stick to tourist menus are bound to be disappointed – but adventurous diners who order seasonal specialities are richly rewarded, and often spend less too.

        
            Piatti (Courses)
        

        
            No one expects you to soldier through three courses plus antipasti and dessert, but no one would blame you for trying either, given the many tempting 
                piatti 
            on the local menu. Consider your à la carte options:
        

        
            
                Antipasti
            
            (appetisers) vary from lightly fried vegetables to lagoon-fresh 
                crudi
             
            (Venetian sushi) such as sweet prawns, or a traditional platter of cured meats and cheeses.

        
            
                Primi
            
            (first courses) usually include the classic Italian pasta or risotto; one Venetian speciality pasta you might try is 
                bigoli,
             
            a thick wheat pasta. Many Venetian restaurants have adopted a hearty Verona speciality: gnocchi, small potato dumplings. Another traditional Venetian option is polenta, white or yellow cornmeal formed into a cake and grilled, or served semisoft and steaming hot. As the Venetian saying goes, ‘
                Xe non xe pan, xe poenta
            
            ’ (If there’s no bread, there’s still polenta), a charming way of expressing a Zen-like lack of anxiety or concern.
        

        
            
                Secondi
            
            (second or main courses) are usually a seafood or meat dish. One common 
                secondo
            
            is 
                fegato alla veneziana,
            
            liver lightly pan-roasted in strips with browned onion and a splash of red wine – but if you’re not an offal fan, you can find standard cuts of 
                manzo
            
            (beef), 
                agnello
            
            (lamb) and 
                vitello
            
            (veal) on most menus. Committed carnivores might also try 
                carpaccio,
             
            a dish of finely sliced raw beef served with a sauce of crushed tomato, cream, mustard and Worcestershire sauce dreamed up by Harry’s Bar (Click here
            ) and named for the Venetian painter Vittore Carpaccio, famous for his liberal use of blood-red paint.
        

        
            
                Contorni
            
             
            (vegetable dishes) are more substantial offerings of 
                verdure 
            (vegetables). For vegetarians, this may be the first place to look on a menu – and meat-eaters may want to check them out too, since 
                secondi
             
            don’t always come with a vegetable side dish. Go with whatever’s fresh and seasonal.

        
            
                Dolci 
            (desserts) are often 
                fatti in casa
            
            (house-made) in Venice, including tarts and cookies – but if not, 
                gelaterie
             
            (ice-cream shops) offer tempting options for €1.50 to €2.50.

        
            Daily Specials
        

        
            Here’s one foolproof way to distinguish a serious Venetian 
                osteria
             
            from an imposter: lasagne, spaghetti Bolognese and pizza are not Venetian specialities, and when all three appear on a menu, avoid that tourist trap. Look instead for places where there’s no menu at all, or one hastily scrawled on a chalkboard or laser-printed in Italian only, preferably with typos. This is a sign that your chef reinvents the menu daily, according to market offerings.

        
            Although increasingly fish and seafood are imported, many Venetian restaurant owners pride themselves on using only fresh, local ingredients, even if that means getting up at the crack of dawn to get to the Pescaria (fish market; 
            Click here
            ). Lagoon tides and changing seasons on the nearby garden island of Sant’Erasmo (
            Click here
            ) bring a year-round bounty to Venetian tables at the Rialto Market (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Eateries that make an exceptional effort in sustainable, seasonal local sourcing are acknowledged with [image: iconsustaingif]
            in this book, and many top picks marked with [image: icontopchoice1jpg] 
            also practise sustainable sourcing – Click here
            . Beware any menu dotted with asterisks indicating that several items are 
                surgelati
             
            (frozen) – seafood flown in from afar is likely to be unsustainable, and indigestible besides.

        
            Drink Menu
        

        
            No Venetian feast would be complete without at least one 
                ombra
            
            (glass of wine) –
            and that includes lunch. Fishmongers at the Pescaria get a jumpstart on landlubbers, celebrating the day’s haul at 9am by popping a cork on some 
                prosecco
            
            (sparkling white wine), the Veneto’s beloved bubbly. By noon, you already have some catching up to do: start working your way methodically through the extensive seafood menu of tender octopus salad, black squid-ink risotto, and 
                granseola
            
            (spider crab), paired with appropriate 
                ombre
            
            . Many Venetian dishes are designed with local wines specifically in mind to round out the flavours, so consult your server for a suitable selection; for popular local choices, 
            Click here
            . Some 
                enoteche
            
            and 
                osterie
             
            have wine selections that run into the hundreds of labels; for best selections, Click here
            .
        

        
            Vegetarians & Vegans
        

        
            Even in a city known for seafood, vegetarians need not despair: with a little advance savvy, vegetarian visitors in Venice can enjoy an even wider range of food choices than they might at home. Island-grown produce is a point of pride for many Venetian restaurants, and 
                primi
            
            such as polenta, pasta and risotto contorni make the most of such local specialities as asparagus, artichokes, raddichio and 
                bruscandoli
            
            (wild hops). Venetian 
                contorni 
            include grilled local vegetables and salads, and 
                cicheti 
            feature marinated vegetables and Veneto cheeses.
        

        
            Several eateries designated with [image: iconveggif]
            in this book serve a good range of meat-free dishes at all price points. Meat-free and cheese-free pizza is widely available, and gelaterie offer milk-free 
                sorbetto
             
            (sorbet) and gelato with
                latte di soia 
            (soy milk). Self-catering is always an option for vegans and others with restricted diets, but if you call ahead, specific dietary restrictions can usually be accommodated at restaurants and 
                osterie
            
            .
        

        
            Self-Catering
        

        
            Picnicking isn’t allowed in most 
                campi
             
            (squares) – Venice tries to keep a lid on its clean-up duties, since all refuse needs to be taken out by barge – but you can assemble quite a feast to enjoy at your B&B, rental apartment or hotel. For lunch with sweeping lagoon views, pack a picnic and head to Lido beaches, Biennale gardens or the northern lagoon islands of Mazzorbo, Torcello, Le Vignole and Sant’Erasmo.

        
            Farmers’ Markets
        

        
            The Rialto Market (
            Click here
            ) offers superb local produce and lagoon seafood at the legendary Pescaria, Venice’s 600-year-old fish market. For produce fresh from prison, head to Giudecca on Thursday mornings to the organic Farmers Market (
            Click here
            ), with fruit, vegetables and herbs grown by a cooperative in Giudecca’s prison and proceeds funding job retraining programs. In fair weather, there’s also a produce barge pulled up alongside Campo San Barnaba in Dorsoduro, near Ponte dei Pugni – but a half-kilo is the minimum purchase, so you may need to go elsewhere to get that single peach.
        

        
            Groceries
        

        
            The area around Rialto Market has gourmet delis and speciality shops, including an organic grocery. 
                Billa Supermarket
 Offline map Google map
                (
Strada Nuova 3660, Cannaregio; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                8.30am-8pm Mon-Sat, 9am-8pm Sun)
            
            meets most grocery needs, but the deli selection is better at 
                Coop
              
                (
            

            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 296 06 21; Piazzale Roma, Santa Croce; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                9am-1pm & 4-7.30pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconboatgif]
            
                Piazzale Roma)
            
            , an agricultural cooperative grocery with a branch at Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio. For a wider range of fresh-baked bread options, try Mauro El Forner de Canton (
            Click here
            ), and check out the pastry purveyors in the index.
        

        
            Mealtimes
        

        
            Restaurants and bars are generally closed one day each week, usually Sunday or Monday. If your stomach growls between official mealtimes, cafes and bars generally open from 7.30am to 8pm and serve snacks all day. In this book, opening times are mentioned only where they vary substantially from the norm, as stated here.
        

        
            
                Prima colazione
            
            (breakfast) is eaten between 8am and 10am. Venetians rarely eat a sit-down breakfast, but instead bolt down a cappuccino with a 
                brioche
            
            (sweet bread) or other type of pastry (generically known as 
                pastine
            
            ) at a coffee bar before heading to work.
        

        
            
                Pranzo
            
            (lunch) is served from noon to 2.30pm. Few restaurants take orders for lunch after 2pm. Traditionally, lunch is the main meal of the day, and many shops and businesses close for two or three hours to accommodate it. Relax and enjoy a proper sit-down lunch, and you may be satisfied with 
                cicheti
             
            for dinner. Bear in mind that restaurant lunch menus often cost the same as dinner in Venice, as most day-trippers make a mad dash on lunch places but clear out before dinner.

        
            
                Cena
             
            (dinner) is served between 7pm and 10pm. Opening hours vary, but many places begin filling up by 7.30pm and few take orders after 10pm.

        
            Dining Etiquette
        

        
            With thousands of visitors trooping though Venice daily demanding to be fed, service can be slow, harried or indifferent. By showing an interest in what Venice brings to the table, you’ll get more attentive service, better advice and a more memorable meal. You’ll win over your server and the chef with these four gestures that prove your mettle as 
                una buona forchetta
             
            (‘a good fork’, or good eater):

        
            
                Ignore the menu.
            
            Solicit your server’s advice about seasonal treats and house specials, pick two options that sound interesting, and ask your server to recommend one over the other. When that’s done, snap the menu shut and say, 
                ‘Allora, facciamo cosi, per favore!’ 
            (Well then, let’s do that, please!) You have just made your server’s day, and flattered the chef – promising omens for a memorable meal to come.
        

        
            
                Drink well.
            
            Bottled water is entirely optional; 
                acqua del rubinetto
            
            (tap water) is perfectly potable and highly recommended as an environment-saving measure. But fine meals call for wine, often available by the glass or half-bottle. Never mind that you don’t recognise the label: the best small-production local wineries don’t advertise or export (even to other parts of Italy), because their yield is snapped up by Venetian 
                osterie 
            and 
                enoteche
            
            .
        

        
            
                Try 
            primi
            
                without condiments.
             
            Your server’s relief and delight will be obvious. Venetian seafood risotto and pasta are rich and flavourful enough without being smothered in Parmesan or hot sauce.

        
            
                Enjoy lagoon seafood.
            
            No one expects you to order an appetiser or 
                secondo
            
            , but if you do, the tests of any Venetian chef are seasonal seafood antipasti and 
                frittura
            
            (seafood fry). Try yours 
                senza limone 
            (without lemon) first: Venetians believe the delicate flavours of lagoon seafood are best complemented by salt and pepper. Instead, try washing down seafood with citrusy Veneto white wines that highlight instead of overwhelm subtle briny flavours.
        

        
            Gourmet Hotspots
        

        
            Bad advice has circulated for decades about how it’s impossible to eat well and economically in Venice, which has misinformed day-trippers clinging defensively to congealed, reheated pizza slices in San Marco. Little do they realise that for the same price a bridge away, they could be dining on 
                crostini
            
            topped with scampi and grilled baby artichoke, or tuna tartare with wild strawberries and balsamic reduction. Luckily for you, there’s still room at the bar to score the best 
                cicheti
             
            and reservations are almost always available at phenomenal eateries – especially at dinner, after the day-trippers depart.

        
            To find the best Venetian food, dodge restaurants immediately around San Marco, near the train station and along main thoroughfares. If you haven’t made reservations, try restaurants along these gourmet trails in hidden 
                campi
             
            (squares) and backstreets:

        
            
                Cannaregio
             
            (Click here
            ) Along Fondamenta Savorgnan, Fondamenta della Sensa, and Calle Larga Doge Priulli.
        

        
            
                San Polo & Santa Croce
             
            (Click here
            ) Around the Rialto Market, Campo San Polo, Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio and Calle Larga dei Bari.
        

        
            
                Castello
             
            (Click here
            ) Around Campo Bandiera e Moro, Zanipolo and Via Garibaldi.
        

        
            
                San Marco
             
            (Click here
            ) Along Calle delle Botteghe, Calle Spezier and Frezzeria.
        

        
            
                Dorsoduro
             
            (Click here
            ) Along Calle Lunga San Barnaba, Calle della Toletta and Calle Crosera.
        

        
            
                Giudecca
             
            (Click here
            ) Along Fondamenta delle Zitelle.
        


            
        

            Eating by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                San Marco 
            Backstreet 
                osterie
            
            , Slow Food 
                cicheti
             
            and panini.

        »
            
                Dorsoduro 
            Meat-based cuisine and light bites.
        

        »
            
                San Polo & Santa Croce
            
            Market-inspired cuisine, creative 
                cicheti
            
            , pizza and vegetarian cuisine.
        

        »
            
                Cannaregio 
            Traditional
             
                cicheti
            , authentic 
                osterie
             
            and canalside dining.

        »
            
                Castello 
            Daring creative cuisine, pizza and bargain
             
                cicheti
            .
        

        »
            
                Giudecca, Lido & the Southern Islands
             
            Traditional seafood and waterfront dining.

        »
            
                Murano, Burano & Northern Islands
             
            Just-caught lagoon seafood and garden dining.

    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                All’Arco 
            (
            Click here
            ) Panini are decoys for day-trippers; stick around and let Venice’s 
                cicheti
             
            maestros ply you with market-fresh fantasias.

        
            
                Venissa
             
            (Click here
            ) Lunch on the vineyard patio is an edible landscape painting, featuring lagoon specialities and culinary artistry.
        

        
            
                Anice Stellato 
            (
            Click here
            ) Venice redefines the neighbourhood bistro with lagoon seafood, canalside location and spice-route flair.
        

        
            
                Trattoria Corte Sconta 
            (
            Click here
            ) The hidden treasure of Castello: inventive, market-inspired dining in a secluded courtyard.
        

        
            
                Al Pesador
             
            (Click here
            ) Delicate, Rialto-fresh flavours – finally, a Grand Canal restaurant with food as inspiring as the view.
        

        
            Best by Budget
        

        
            €
        

        
            All’Arco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pronto Pesce Pronto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Dai Zemei (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Enoteca al Volto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tearoom Caffè Orientale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            €€
        

        
            Anice Stellato (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            I Figli delle Stelle (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Ristorante La Bitta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antiche Carampane (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antica Adelaide (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            €€€
        

        
            Venissa (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Trattoria Corte Sconta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Pesador (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Met (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Covo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Cicheti
        

        
            All’Arco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pronto Pesce Pronto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            I Rusteghi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Zenzero (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Dai Zemei (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Date Nights
        

        
            Al Covo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Met (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            I Figli delle Stelle (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Avogaria (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Osteria San Marco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Waterfront Dining
        

        
            Al Pesador (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Ai Canottieri (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Taverna del Campiello Remer (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Palanca (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Dalla Marisa (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Vegetarians
        

        
            Le Spighe (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tearoom Caffè Orientale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Osteria La Zucca (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Cantina (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antica Adelaide (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Sustainable Food
        

        
            Anice Stellato (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Alaska Gelateria (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Vecio Fritolin (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Grom (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antica Ristorante agli Schioppi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Garden Dining
        

        
            Trattoria Corte Sconta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Trattoria da Ignazio (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Nono Risorto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Favorita (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Profeta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Classic Venetian
        

        
            Dalla Marisa (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Osteria al Garanghelo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antiche Carampane (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Pontil Dea Giudecca (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Enoteca al Volto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Inventive Venetian
        

        
            Venissa (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Trattoria Corte Sconta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Met (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cucina da Omar (see boxed text, 
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Covo (
            Click here
            )
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                Drinking & Nightlife
            

        

        
            
                When the siren sounds for acqua alta (high tide), Venetians dutifully close up shop and head home to put up their flood barriers – then pull on their boots and head right back out again. Why let floods disrupt your evening’s entertainment? It’s not just a turn of phrase: come hell or high water, Venetians will find a way to have a good time.
            

        

        
            Happy Hour(s)
        

        
            The happiest hour (or two) in Venice begins around 6pm at boozing and 
                cicheti 
            (Venetian tapas) hot spots. If you’re prompt, you might beat the crowds to the bar for 
                un
             
                ombra 
            (a ‘shade’, or small glass of wine) for as little as €1.50 and get 
                cicheti
            
            while they’re fresh. For 
                osterie
            
            (taverns), 
                enoteche
            
            (wine bars) and 
                bacari 
            (hole-in-the-wall bars) renowned for their food, 
            Click here
            .
        

        
            Giro d’Ombra
        

        
            An authentic Venetian 
                giro d’ombra
            
            (pub crawl) begins around the Pescaria by 9am, drinking 
                prosecco
            
            with fishermen toasting a hard day’s work that began at 3am. For layabouts, Venice offers a second-chance 
                giro d’ombra
            
            with 
                cicheti
            
            at 
                bacari
            
            ringing the Rialto Market around noon. Afterwards, it’s a long four-hour dry spell until the next 
                giro d’ombra
             
            begins in hot spots around Campo Santa Margherita in Dorsoduro (Click here
            ), Campo Bella Vienna in San Polo (
            Click here
            ), Fondamenta degli Ormesini in Cannaregio (
            Click here
            ), and Campo Maria Formosa in Castello (
            Click here
            ). Some bars encourage drinkers to linger with occasional live music acts; for the best live-music venues, 
            Click here
            .
        

        
            What to Order
        

        
            No rules seem to apply to drinking in Venice. No mixing spirits and wine? Venice’s classic cocktails suggest otherwise, including spritz made with 
                prosecco
            
            , soda water and bittersweet Aperol or bitter Campari. No girly drinks? Tell that to burly boat-builders enjoying frothy 
                prosecco
            
            .
        

        
            This makes knowing what to order where tricky. Price is not an indicator of quality –
            you can pay €2 for a respectable spritz, or live to regret that €15 Bellini tomorrow (ouch). If you’re not pleased with your drink, leave it and move on to the next 
                bacaro
            
            . Venice is too small and life too short to make do with ho-hum hooch. Don’t be shy about asking fellow drinkers what they recommend; happy hour is highly sociable here.
        

        
            Local favourites
        

        
            
                Prosecco
             
            The sparkling white that’s the life of any Venetian party, from €1.50 nonvintage to €3.50 DOCG Conegliano Prosecco Superiore.

        
            
                Spritz
             
            A stiff drink at an easy price (€1 to €2.50), this 
                prosecco
            cocktail is a cross-generational hit with students and pensioners at bars across Venice –
            except 
                enoteche
             
            (wine bars).

        
            
                Soave
             
            A well-balanced white wine made with Veneto Garganega grapes, ideal with seafood in refreshing young versions (€2 to €5) or as a conversation piece in complex Classico versions (€2.50 to €6).

        
            
                Amarone
             
            The Titian of wines: a profound, voluptuous red blended from Valpollicella Corvina grapes. Complex and costly (€6 to €18 per glass), but utterly captivating while it lasts, like a stormy love affair in a bottle.

        
            
                Morgana beer 
            A worthy Venetian craft beer from the owners of La Cantina (
            Click here
            ): unpasteurised, unfiltered and undeniably appealing on hot days.
        

        
            
                Raboso del Piave 
            Very James Bond: brash when young, brilliant with age. Save this one for speciality 
                enoteche
            
            , or give it a whirl on your third glass.
        

        
            
                Tocai
             
            A dazzling, well-structured white worthy of Palladio, from neighbouring Friuli; a foodie favourite.

        
            
                Refosco dal Peduncolo Rosso 
            Intense and brooding, a Goth rocker that hits the right notes. This order is guaranteed to raise your sommelier’s eyebrow, and probably your bill.
        


        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Opening hours
            

            
                Cafe-bars generally open from 8am to 8pm, although some stay open later and morph into drinking hangouts. Pubs and wine bars are mostly shut by 1am to 2am.
            

            
                Events calendars
            

            
                Check listings in free mags distributed citywide and online: 
                    VeNews  
                
                    (www.venezianews.it)
                
                , 
                    Venezia da Vivere
                  
                    (www.veneziadavivere.com)
                
                , and 
                    2Venice
                  
                    (www.2venice.it)
                
                . For events in Lido di Jesolo and around the lagoon, see www.turismovenezia.it.
            

            
                Noise regulations
            

            
                Keep it down to a dull roar after 10pm: sound travels in Venice, and worse than a police bust for noise infractions is a scolding from a Venetian 
                    nonna
                 
                (grandmother).

        

    


        
            Cafes
        

        
            To line your stomach with coffee and pastry before and after 
                giri d’ombra
            
            , check out Venice’s legendary cafe-bars, and skip cappuccino for a stronger, local-favourite espresso drink: 
                macchiatone
             
            (espresso with a ‘big stain’ of hot milk). Historic baroque cafes around Piazza San Marco like Caffé Florian (Click here
            ) and Caffé Lavena (
            Click here
            ) serve coffee and hot chocolate with live orchestras, which might help your heart discover a different rhythm once you get the bill. But this is Venice, and decadence is always in order – might as well order 
                caffe correto
            
            , espresso ‘corrected’ with liquor.
        

        
            Enoteche
        

        
            Request 
                qualcosa di particolare 
            (something interesting), and your sommelier will accept the challenge to reach behind the bar for one of Veneto’s obscure varietals or innovative wine. Even ordinary varietals take on extraordinary characteristics in Veneto growing regions that range from marshy to mountainous, so a merlot or soave could be the most adventurous choice on the menu. Ask for an 
                ombra
             
            for starters, or you might end up with a very interesting bill.

        
            Speciality 
                enoteche
             
            like I Rusteghi (Click here
            ), Enoteca Mascareta (
            Click here
            ) and Al Prosecco (
            Click here
            ) uphold Venice’s time- 
            honoured tradition of selling good stuff by the glass, so you can discover new favourites without committing to a bottle.

        
            DOC versus IGT
        

        
            In Italy, the official DOC 
                (denominazione d’origine controllata)
            
            and elite DOCG (DOC 
                garantita
            
            – guaranteed) designations are usually assurances of top-notch vino, but Veneto bucks the system. Many small-production Veneto wineries can’t be bothered with such external validation, because they already sell out to Venetian 
                osterie 
            and 
                enoteche
            
            . Some top Veneto producers prefer the IGT designation, which guarantees grapes typical of the region, but leaves winemakers room to experiment with non-traditional blends and methods (such as natural-yeast fermentation). Once you get a taste for local wines, don’t miss Verona’s annual 
                
                Vinitaly
             
             
                (www.vinitaly.com)
             
            in early spring (March/April), Italy’s largest wine expo featuring 40,000 wines, including Veneto’s finest IGTs and DOCGs.

        
            Nightlife
        

        
            In central Venice, every footstep reverberates along the 
                calle 
            (alleyway), and noise restrictions nix dance-club scenes. Things look up in summer, when beach clubs open on the Lido (
            Click here
            ), and at Lido di Jesolo (
            Click here
            ), about an hour’s drive northeast of Venice along the Adriatic Coast. Padua also has a happening club scene (
            Click here
            ), including gay and lesbian venues.
        

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s 
            Top Choices

        
            
                I Rusteghi 
            (
            Click here
            ) Gondoliers sing gratis after fourth-generation sommelier Giovanni d’Este’s pairings of cult wines with boar salami.
        

        
            
                Al Prosecco 
            (
            Click here
            ) Organic grapes, wild-yeast fermentation, biodynamic methods: Italy’s finest natural-process wines make naturally splendid toasts.
        

        
            
                Al Mercà
             
            (Click here
            ) Top-notch wines, cheeses and 
                cicheti
             
            enjoyed by the Grand Canal docks.

        
            
                Cantinone Già Schiavi
             
            (Click here
            ) Tiny bottles of beer and outsized neighbourhood personalities keep this historic canalside joint hopping.
        

        
            
                Al Timon 
            (
            Click here
            ) Canalside tables, 
                crostini
             
            (open-faced sandwiches), carafes of good house wine and occasional live music: idyllic.

        
            Best for Beer
        

        
            La Cantina (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Agli Ormesini (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Il Santo Bevitore (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cantinone Già Schiavi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Antica Birreria Della Corte (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Vino
        

        
            Vinitaly (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            I Rusteghi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Al Prosecco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Enoteca Mascareta (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cantina di Millevini (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Enoteca Al Volto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Signature Cocktails
        

        
            Danieli at Bar Terazza Danieli (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Spritz with olive at Ai Postali (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Rialto at B-Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bellini at Harry’s Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mojito at Muro Vino E Cucina (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Coffee & Tea
        

        
            Caffè Florian (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caffè Lavena (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tearoom Orientale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tea Room Beatrice (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Teamo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Clubs
        

        
            Terrazzamare (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            B.each (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Flexoclub (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Il Muretto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Marina Club (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Wine-Tasting Destinations
        

        
            Vinitaly (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Strada di Prosecco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Suavia (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Enoteca Valpolicella (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            I Rusteghi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Drinks with a View
        

        
            Bar Terazza Danieli (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caffè Florian (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caffè Lavena (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Harry’s Dolci (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Qcoffee Bar (
            Click here
            )
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                Entertainment
            



        
            
                After the fall of Venice’s shipping empire, the curtain rose on the city’s music scene. A magnet for classical music fans for four centuries, Venice today supplies its own soundtrack of opera, baroque music and jazz. Given limited turf and loud echoes, sports events and rock concerts are comparatively limited – but Venice has earned a global reputation for regattas and cinema.
            

        

        
            
        

        

[image: ACKCFY]Musicians performing at Caffè Florian (Click here), overlooking Piazza San Marco
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            Opera
        

        
            Venice is the home of modern opera and the legendary, incendiary Teatro La Fenice (
            Click here
            ), one of the world’s top opera houses since its founding in 1792 and host to Giuseppe Verdi’s premieres of 
                Rigoletto
            
            and 
                La Traviata
            
            . But the music doesn’t stop when La Fenice takes its summer break: opera divas from around the world perform under the stars from June to August at Verona’s Roman Arena (
            Click here
            ), Italy’s top summer opera festival.
        

        
            The tradition of high drama in high notes innovated by Monteverdi in Venice has attracted overflow crowds to Venetian premieres since the 17th century. But even before Venice constructed Europe’s earliest public opera houses, Venetians enjoyed opera in private 
                palazzi
             
            and (despite stern disapproval from Rome) in religious institutions. Today you can see opera as Venetians did centuries ago, inside a Grand Canal palace with Musica a Palazzo (Click here
            ), among heavenly frescoes at Scuola Grande di San Giovanni Evangelista (
            Click here
            ), and in period costume at Scuola Grande dei Carmini (
            Click here
            ). For ticket information, 
            Click here
            .
        

        
            Classical Music
        

        
            Venice is the place to hear baroque music in its original and intended venues, with notes soaring to Tiepolo ceilings along the Grand Canal at Ca’ Rezzonico (
            Click here
            ), creating a Tintoretto soundtrack at Scuola Grande di San Rocco (
            Click here
            ), filling the salon at Casa di Goldoni (
            Click here
            ) and reverberating through La Pietà (
            Click here
            ), the original Vivaldi venue. Between opera seasons, summer symphonies are performed by 
                La Fenice’s
              
                Philharmonic Orchestra
              
                (www.filarmonica-fenice.it)
             
            at the opera-house or affiliated Teatro Malibran. For Venice concert schedules, Click here
            .
        

        
            Interpreti Veneziani (
            Click here
            ) plays Vivaldi and other baroque classics on original instruments with radical verve, in a style known in Italy as ‘baroque-n-roll’ or ‘ba-rock’. Their primary venue when not touring internationally is San Vidal (
            Click here
            ), where a Carpaccio altarpiece makes a
            dramatic backdrop to strings played 
                con brio
            
            – you might expect breakout star Davide Ammadio to smash his 18th- 
            century cello at the end of the set. Tickets can be purchased onsite or at Museo della Musica (Click here
            ), an informative museum of baroque music and instruments with free admission provided by Interpreti Veneziani.
        

        
            Music becomes a religious experience surrounded by Venetian art masterpieces in such organ-equipped Venetian churches as Chiesa dell’Arcangelo Raffaele (
            Click here
            ), and you might luck into a rare concert at Basilica di San Marco (
            Click here
            ). But the best Basilica soundtrack is provided by Caffè Lavena (
            Click here
            ) and Caffè Florian (
            Click here
            ), whose house orchestras inspire tangos and waltzes across Piazza San Marco at sunset.
        

        
            Jazz
        

        
            Never mind the costumed hawkers sheepishly sporting knee breeches and drumming up opera business in front of the Accademia – 
            Venice’s music scene is vital and varied, ranging from improvised jazz to upbeat ska. July’s Venice Jazz Festival (Click here
            ) features international stars like Cesaria Evora and Omar Sosa, but tributes to Miles Davis, Chet Baker and Charles Mingus continue year-round at Venice Jazz Club (
            Click here
            ) and you might catch free-form jazz jams at Hosteria alla Poppa (
            Click here
            ) or Ai Postali (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            In summer, the Jazz Festival often culminates with a grand finale of La Fenice orchestra in Piazza San Marco performing with a special big-name act, ranging from rocker Sting to Italian melancholic troubadour Paolo Conte.
        


        
                
                    Need to Know
                

                
                    Advance Tickets
                

                
                    Shows regularly sell out in summer, so purchase tickets online at the venue website, www.veniceconnected.com or www.musicinvenice.com. Tickets may also be available at the venue box-office or from 
                        HelloVenezia ticket outlets
                      
                        (
                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    
                        041 24 24; www.hellovenezia.it)
                    
                    , located near key
                     
                        vaporetto 
                    stops and ACTV public-transport ticket points.

                
                    Business Hours
                

                
                    Event start times vary, with doors at evening concerts typically opening from 7pm to 8.30pm. Due to noise regulations in this small city with big echoes, live pop/rock venues are limited, and shows end by 11pm.
                

                
                    Music Calendar
                

                
                    For schedules of upcoming performances, Venetian discographies and online ticket sales, see www.musicinvenice.com. For upcoming openings, concerts, performances and other cultural events, check listings at www.veneziadavivere.com (mostly in Italian) and www.turismovenezia.it (in Italian, English and German).

                
                    Discounts
                

                
                    Last-minute, cut-price tickets are sometimes available at 
                        Weekend a Venezia
                     
                     
                        (http://en.venezia.waf.it)
                    .
                

                
                    Cover
                

                
                    Entry is often free at bars, but cover runs from €10 to €20 for shows in established venues; pay at the door.
                

                
                    Free shows
                

                
                    Don’t miss Venezia Suona and Venice Jazz Festival outdoor events, Lido di Jesolo beach concerts or outdoor happy-hour shows around Campo San Giacomo dell’Orio and Fondamenta degli Ormesini.
                

            

        
            Rock & Pop
        

        
            A handful of other bars sporadically host live music acts, usually rock, reggae, folk and 
                leggera
             
            (pop). For all-ages alt-rock and punk, check events at Laboratorio Occupato Morion (Click here
            ). Bars with regular musical interludes include Paradiso Perduto (
            Click here
            ), Al Timon (
            Click here
            ), Bagolo (
            Click here
            ), Torino@Notte (
            Click here
            ), Il Santo Bevitore (
            Click here
            ) and Antica Osteria Ruga Rialto (
            Click here
            ). But don’t expect to roll in late and still catch the show: according to local noise regulations, bars are supposed to end concerts at 11pm.
        

        
            Free shows happen where you least expect them every September, when 
                Venezia Suona
              
                (www.veneziasuona.it)
             
            invites international acts to perform in non-traditional, outdoor Venice venues: under bridges, atop a parking garage, on a vaporetto. Summer concerts are held on the beach in Lido di Jesolo (Click here
            ) – watch the local press in July and August, when international acts like Franz Ferdinand sometimes play for free. Another summer draw is 
                Marghera Estate Village
              
                (www.villagestate.it, in Italian)
             
            in Mestre’s Forte Marghera area, a program of nightly live music featuring eclectic international acts and Venetian favourites such as Ska-J and salsa band BatistoCoco.

        
            Big-name acts sometimes play the Lido’s PalaGalileo concert hall behind the Palazzo della Mostra del Cinema.
        

        
            Cinema
        

        
            International starpower and Italian fashion storm Lido red carpets during the Venice International Film Festival (
            Click here
            ), where films are shown in their original language. But the most cinematic crowd scenes are at free summer movies dubbed into Italian at Campo San Polo’s Summer Arena (
            Click here
            ) and on Lido sands during the summer open-air movie series at B.each (
            Click here
            ). Year-round, catch revivals and rare cuts in the original language at the screening room of Casa del Cinema (
            Click here
            ), Venice’s new video and film library, and at charming Cinema Giorgione Movie d’Essai (
            Click here
            ), which shows popular, dubbed films in a tiny hall that will remind Italian movie buffs of 
                Cinema Paradiso
            
            .
        

        
            Theatre & Dance
        

        
            Dance performances are staged year-round in Venice, but especially in summer, during the Venice Biennale’s International Festival of Contemporary Dance, usually held the first two weeks in June. For more modern movement, check the schedule at Teatro Fondamenta Nuove (
            Click here
            ); ballet performances are usually staged at Teatro Goldoni (
            Click here
            ), which also shows contemporary theatre and Shakespeare, usually in Italian.
        

        
            Carnevale (
            Click here
            ) fills the streets of Venice with costume drama, but you don’t have to wait for February to catch a show in Venice. For inspired staging, check out Il Lato Azzurro (
            Click here
            ), which hosts periodic workshops and a summer theatre festival at a ruined fort on the island of Sant’Erasmo. A former artillery warehouse has been creatively repurposed as Giudecca’s cutting-edge Teatro Junghans (
            Click here
            ), where shows range from classic commedia dell’arte to staged readings of new plays.
        

        
            
                Workshops 
            Learn the art of mask-acting, costuming and pantomime at 
                commedia dell’arte
             
            classes at Teatro Junghans.

        
            
                Biennale venues
             
            International dance performances are often held inside the historic boatyards of the Arsenale and at Teatro Fondamenta Nuove.

        
            
                Carnevale street theatre
            
            Don’t miss roaming street theatre performances in Italian, French and English created by Venetian historian, storyteller and playwright 
                Alberto Toso Fei  
            
                (www.albertotosofei.it)
            
            .
        

        
            Sports & Activities
        

        
            
                Boating
            
            is the sport of choice in Venice, with the Italian passion for football falling a distant second. The great Italian sport of 
                cycling
             
            is actually banned in central Venice, though the Lido is a prime stretch of waterfront cycling turf (see Lido on Bike, Click here
            ) and the Veneto offers easy routes through patchwork flatlands and tougher challenges into the Dolomite foothills.
        

        
            
                Running
             
            is gaining popularity in Venice, and though most locals stick to jogs through the Giardini, sure-footed runners attempt the mad dash from the Brenta riverbanks to San Marco via pontoon bridges during the Venice Marathon (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Rowing
        

        
            If this improbably floating city has one standing lesson to offer, it’s that imagination makes anything possible – including rowing standing up 
                (voga alla veneta),
             
            which is the closest non-Messiahs may get to walking on water. Regattas run from spring’s ambitious 32km Vogalonga (Click here
            ) through to autumn’s costumed Regata Storica (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            
                Lessons
             
            Learn to row from regatta champ Jane Caporal of Row Venice (Click here
            ), and you’ll be hopping up on the 
                poppa
             
            (rear oarlock footing) with the best of them.

        
            
                Style
             
            Emilio Ceccato (Click here
            ) provides gondolier-standard striped boatneck tees, scarves and jackets; Pied á Terre (
            Click here
            ) makes original 
                furlane
             
            (rubber-soled boat shoes) in fashion-forward shades.

        
            
                Gondolas
             
            Get your seaworthy scale model for the bathtub at Gilberto Penzo (Click here
            ) or sign up on the waiting list at Squero Di San Trovaso (
            Click here
            ), where gondolas are still painstakingly hand-shaped and repaired.
        

        
            
                Forcole
            
            Go 
                forcola
            
            (oarlock) yourself: 
                forcola
             
            artisans Saverio Pastor (Click here
            ) and Franco Furlanetto (
            Click here
            ) will custom-carve your wooden oarlock to suit your height and weight to propel your boat forward with minimum effort and maximum style – or at least make a compelling conversation piece.
        

        
            Sailing
        

        
            Sailing is a year-round passion, especially 
                vela al terzo
            
            , in traditional, shallow-hulled lagoon vessels with triangular main sails. To get your feet wet in Venice’s nautical scene, look into sailing tours (
            Click here
            ) of the Venice lagoon and boating trips up the Riviera Brenta (
            Click here
            ). You might try bringing your own boat to the lagoon, but be advised that navigation is tricky for newcomers to this treacherously shallow lagoon – even Napoleon was kept at bay by this daunting system of channels.
        

        
            
                Sailing classes
             
            are available at Isola di Certosa (Click here
            ).
        

        
            
                Navigational maps
             
            can be purchased at Mare di Carta (Click here
            ), which is an excellent source of information about lagoon boating routes and conditions.
        

        
            
                Moorings
             
            may be available at Chioggia (Click here
            ) and Isola di Certosa (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Football
        

        
            Football is a comparatively lesser passion here than in landlocked regions of Italy, although Venetian kids learn to aim quickly so balls kicked around the
             
                campo
            don’t end up in the canal. Known as the 
                arancioneroverde
            
            (orange, black and greens), 
                AC Venezia
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 520 68 99; www.veneziacalcio.it, in Italian)
             
            was founded in 1907 and won major championships during WWII. Since then Venezia has shifted into Serie C (third division), where the team won a championship. Venezia plays at an island stadium, Stadio Penzo, on Isola di Sant’Elena, an island on the backside of Castello.

        
            
                Tickets
            
            Match tickets are available at Stadio Penzo and from 
                HelloVenezia ticket outlets
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                041 24 24; www.hellovenezia.it; tickets €15-20)
            
            . Getting a ticket on the day is rarely a problem.
        

        
            
                Transport to matches 
            On match days, special ferry services run between Isola del Tronchetto’s car parks and Sant’Elena, and all buses arriving in Venice stop at Tronchetto.
        

        
            
                Footy on TV
             
            On big game nights, Venetians and visitors converge to watch the match at Inishark (Click here
            ) or Il Santo Bevitore (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Casino
        


            Fortunes have been won and entire empires lost for centuries in Venice’s 
                ridotti
             
            (gambling houses). Try your luck if you dare at Casinò di Venezia (Click here
            ), as long as you’re at least 18 years old – they do check identification – and dressed to impress the bouncers (men are expected to wear jackets). Slot machines are less formal, open earlier, and lack the high-stakes drama of the roulette wheels and blackjack tables. Ask your hotel for a free casino entry coupon, which may also entitle you to a few euros’ worth of free gaming.
            
        

    


        
            
                Venice Biennale
            

            
                Europe’s premier arts showcase since 1907 is something of a misnomer: the Venice Biennale is actually held every year, but the spotlight alternates between art (odd-numbered years, eg 2013, 2015, 2017) and architecture (even-numbered years, eg 2012, 2014, 2016). The summer art biennial is the biggest draw, with some 300,000 visitors viewing contemporary art showcases in 30 national pavilions in the Giardini, with additional exhibitions in venues across town. The architecture biennial is usually held in autumn (fall), with architects filling the vast boat-sheds of the Arsenale with avant-garde conceptual structures.
            

            
                But the Biennale doesn’t stop there. The city-backed organisation also organises an International Festival of Contemporary Dance and concert 
                series every summer, and runs the Venice International Film Festival each September. For upcoming event listings, venues and tickets, check the Biennale website (www.labiennale.org).

        



        
            Entertainment by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                San Marco 
            Opera, classical music, dance, theatre.
        

        »
            
                Dorsoduro
             
            Jazz.

        »
            
                San Polo & Santa Croce
             
            Cinema, outdoor theatre, live music nights.

        »
            
                Cannaregio
             
            Dance, live music nights, cinema, casino.

        »
            
                Castello
             
            Classical music, dance, live music nights.

        »
            
                Giudecca, Lido & the Southern Islands
             
            Lido – cinema.

        »
            
                Murano, Burano & the Northern Islands
             
            Sant’Erasmo – theatre.




    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                Venice Biennale 
            (
            Click here
            ) Europe’s signature art and architecture biennials draw international crowds in alternate years, while musicians and dancers perform annually in Biennale summer showcases.
        

        
            
                Teatro
             
                La Fenice 
            (
            Click here
            ) Divas hit new highs in this historic jewel-box theatre for under 1000 lucky ticket-holders.
        

        
            
                Venice International Film 
                Festival 
            (Click here
            ) Movie stars align along the Lido’s red carpet, and thoughtful, stylish films earn top honours.
        

        
            
                Verona’s Roman Arena
             
            (Click here
            ) Larger-than-life tenors rock the Roman amphitheatre June to August, to choruses of 
                Bravo!
             
            from 30,000 fans.

        
            
                Interpreti Veneziani 
            (
            Click here
            ) Venice’s breakthrough classical talents play baroque with such bravado, you’ll fear for their antique instruments.
        

        
            Best Musical Events
        

        
            Venice Jazz Festival (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Venezia Suona (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Carnevale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Venice Biennale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Opera
        

        
            Teatro La Fenice (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Verona’s Roman Arena (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Musica a Palazzo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Scuola Grande di San Giovanni Evangelista (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Scuola Grande dei Carmini (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Classical Music
        

        
            Interpreti Veneziani (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Pietà (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Scuola Grande di San Rocco (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Ca’ Rezzonico (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Casa di Goldoni (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Teatro La Fenice (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Free Entertainment
        

        
            Venezia Suona (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Carnevale (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Lido di Jesolo (see boxed text, 
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caffè Florian (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caffè Lavena (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Theatre & Dance
        

        
            International Festival of 
            Contemporary Dance (Click here
            )
        

        
            Teatro Goldoni (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Teatro Junghans (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Teatro Fondamenta Nuove (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Il Lato Azzurro (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Cinema
        

        
            Venice International Film 
            Festival (Click here
            )
        

        
            Casa del Cinema (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Summer Arena (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cinema Giorgione Movie d’Essai (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            B.each (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Live Music Nights
        

        
            Laboratorio Occupato Morion (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Paradiso Perduto (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Venice Jazz Club (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Il Santo Bevitore (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bagolo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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‘Things are perpetually looking up in
Venice, thanks to the prolific maestro

of ceiling frescoes, Giambattista Tiepolo.
‘The sun seems to shine right through

the roof of I Gesuati and Ca’ Rezzonico

in his staggering ceilings, where angels
perch on balconies and late-afternoon light
tint puffy clouds rose-gold. The heavenly
frescoes that illuminate Venetian churches
echo the striking early example of Giotto’s
1303-05 frescoes for Padua’s Cappella degli
Scrovegni, with its glowing colours and
dynamic interaction among a compelling
cast of characters. Today guests can wake
up to afternoon splendour at Palazzo
Abadessa and Foresteria Valdese, in rooms
frescoed for dignitaries and religious
orders.

But Venetian artists saved some of their
lightest, most fanciful frescoes for the private
country villas of Venetian nobility. Giovanni
Zelotti's sensuous frescoes of frolicking
Roman goddesses for La Malcontenta

1. Ceiling fresco by Paolo Veronese. Villadi Maser
2. Murano glass

converted this Palladian Brenta River villa
into a delightful pleasure palace, even though
it was intended as an exile for an unfaithful
Venetian wife. Tiepolo and his son Domenico
frescoed Villa Valmarana (Ai Nani), outside
Vicenza, floor to ceiling with fantasias of
their own invention, turning salons into a
woodland wonderland, commedia dellarte
circus, and Chinoiserie curiosity cabinet.
Without the Inquisition looking over his
shoulder to spot any departure from church-
sanctioned treatment of religious subjects,
Veronese turned Palladio’s already masterful
Villa di Maser into a frescoed showstopper,
cheekily painting a trompe-Toeil painter’s
ladder propped up in one g room and
‘himself and his favourite niece exchanging
conspiratorial glances at the ends of
adjoining salons.

For about 800 years now, one island on
earth has been synonymous with glass:
Murano. Venetians have actually been
working in erystal and glass since the 10th
century, but because of the inherent fire

hazards of glass-blowing, the industry was
moved to the island of Murano in the 13th
century. Woe betide the glassblower with
wanderlust: trade secrets were so jealously
guarded that any glass-worker who left the
city was considered guilty of treason and
subject to assassination. For a short (not
crash!) course in glass, don't miss Murano’s
Museo del Vetro (Museum of Glass), which
strategically stays open a little later than
the glass showrooms so that you can shop
first, and ask questions later.

Today glass artisans quite openly ply
their trade at workshops along Murano's
Fondamenta dei Vetrai marked by
“Fornace’ (Furnace) signs, secure in the
knowledge that their wares set a standard
that can't be replicated elsewhere.
Centuries of tradition are upheld in Cesare
Toffolo’s winged goblets and Orovetro's
Murano chandeliers, while striking modern
glass designs by Nason Moretti at ElleElle,
Marina e Susanna Sent, Campagnol &
Salvadore and Ragazzi & Co keep the
tradition moving forward.

In Venice proper, you'll find glass
artisans working on a smaller scale,
applying blowtorches and nerves of steel
to molten, lampworked glass beads,
especially in Santa Croce and San Marco.
Captivating glass miniatures are a
Venetian speciality - look for dragonflies
at Camuffo, sea creatures at I Vetri a
Lume di Amadi, and fish at Giuseppe
Tinti. Bringing tradition and modernity
together, Venice’s Galleria Rosella Junck
showeases miraculously intact antique
glass alongside avant-garde art glass.

TOP FIVE FOR GLASS

= Museo del Vetro

= Galleria Rossella Junck
= ElleElle

= Marina e Susanna Sent
» | Vetri a Lume di Amadi
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GLOSSARY

alla busara Venetian prawn
sauce

anatra wild lagoon duck
baccala mantecato creamed
cod

bigoli Venetian whole-wheat
pasta

branzino sea bass
bruscandoli wild hop buds
canoce mantis prawn
capasanta/canastrelo large/
small scallops

carpaccio finely sliced raw beef
castraure baby artichokes
from St Erasmo Island

cicheti Venetian taps
contorni vegetable dishes
crostini open-faced sandwiche:
crudi Venetian sushi

curasan croissant

dolci sweets

dolci tipici venexiani typical
Venetian sweets

fatto in casa house-made
fegato alla veneziana liver
lightly pan-roasted in strips
with browned onion and a
splash of red wine

filetto di San Pietro fish with
artichokes or radicchio trevisano

fole sweet fritters

i fritto misto e pattatine
ightly fried lagoon seafood
i and potatoes

rittura seafood fry
mochetti mini-gnocchi
granseola spider crab
rapfen doughnuts

i latte di soia soy milk

ingue di suocere biscuit;
‘mother-in-law's tongues’
macchiatone espresso liberally
stained’ with milk
margherite ripiene all'astice
ccom sugo di pesce ravioli
tuffed with lobster in fish
auce

moeche soft-shell crabs
moscardini baby octopus
mozzarella di bufala fresh
uffalo-milk mozzarella
rechiette ‘little ear’ pasta
an dei dogi ‘doges’ bread';
azelnut-studded biscuits
panino sandwich

astine pastry

eoci mussels

i pizza margherita pizza with
asil mozzarella and tomato
izzette mini pizzas

: tramezzi

polpette meatballs

radicchio trevisano feathery
red radicchio

risotto di pesce fish risotto
saor Venice's tangy marinade

: sarde sardines

sarde in saor sardines fried in
tangy onion marinade with pine
nuts and sultanas

senza limone without lemon

: seppie cuttlefish

seppie in nero squid in its
own ink

sfogio sole
sopressa Venetian soft salami

i sopressa crostini soft salami
: on toast

sorbetto sorbet

spaghetti alla bisera
spaghetti with shrimp sauce
surgelati frozen

andwiches on soft
bread often with mayo-based
condiments

verdure vegetables

zaletti cornmeal biscuits with
sultanas

zuppa di pesce thick seafood
soup

AY4VYSS019 39VNINVT
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January gennaio jenayo
February febbraio fe-bra-yo
March marzo martso
April aprile apree-le
May maggio ma-jo
June giugno joo-nyo
July luglio loo'lyo
August agosto a-gos-to
September settembre se-tem-bre
October ottobre oto-bre
November novembre no-vem-bre
December dicembre dee-chem-bre
TRANSPORT
Atwhattime  Acheora akeo-ra
does the ... parte/ parte/
leave/arrive?  arriva...? areeva...
boat lanave lana-ve
bus l'autobus low-to-boos
city ferry il vaporetto eelva-pore-to
ferry il traghetto eel tra-ge-to
plane l'aereo la-e-re-0
train iltreno eel tre-no
bus stop fermata fer-ma-ta
dell'autobus del ow-to-boos
one-way disola dee so-la
andata an-data
platform binario bee-na-ryo
return diandatae deean-datae
ritorno ree-torno
ticket biglietto bee-lye-to
ticket office biglietteria bee-lye-te-ree-a
timetable orario ora-ryo
train station  stazione sta-tsyo-ne
ferroviaria fe-ro-vyarya
Does it stop at ...?
Sifermaa...? seefermaa...
Please tell me when we get to ...
Mi dica per favore mee dee-ka per fa-vo-re
quando arriviamoa... kwan-do a-ree-vya-moa..
| want to get off here.
Voglio scendere qui. vo-lyo shen-de-re kwee
I'd like Vorrei voray
to hire noleggiare noleja-re
a/an... un/una...(m/f) oon/oona...
bicycle bicicletta () bee-chee-kle-ta
car macchina(f) ~ makeena
motorbike moto (f) mo-to

i bicyclepump  pompadella  pom-padela
H bicicletta bee-chee-kle-ta
helmet casco kasko
i mechanic meccanico me-ka-nee-ko
petrol/gas benzina ben-dzee-na
service stazione di sta-tsyo-ne dee
station servizio ser-vee-tsyo

§ Biflstheroad 9 ..

¢ Questastradaportaa...? kwe-stastra-daportaa...
(How long) Can | park here?

(Per quanto tempo) (per kwan-to tem-po)
Posso parcheggiare qui? po-so par-ke-ja-re kwee

¢ lhave a flat tyre.

¢ Hounagommabucata. 000-nago-mabookata
I've run out of petrol.
Ho esaurito la oe-zow-ree-tola

: benzina. ben-dzee-na

VENEXIAN

A few choice words in Venexian will
endear you to your hosts, especially
at happy hour. To keep up with the
bacaro banter, try mixing them with
your Italian:

Yes, sir! Siorsi!
Oh, no! Simenteve!
You bet! Figurarse!
How lucky! Bénpo!
Perfect. Inbroca.
Welcome! Benvegnu!
Cheers! Sanacapana!
Watchout!  Ocio!
i cheapwine brunbran
glass of wine  ombra (lit: a shade)
i happyhour  girodiombra
(lit: round of shade)
i tobecome Venexianarse
: Venetian
Venetian venexiano/a (m/f )
you guys voaltri
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Paper
High tides are more than a fact of life
in Venice: they're an inspiration. By
submerging pulp, dragging paper through
inky baths, and creating ripples across
the surface, Venetian paper artisans have
captured the city’s every watery mood on
paper. Embossing and marbling began
in the 14th century as part of Venice's
burgeoning publishing industry, but these
bookbinding techniques and ebru (Turkish
marbled paper) endpapers have taken
on lives of their own in the hands of
modern artisans. Artisan Rosanna Corrd
of Carte uses bookbinding techniques
to create original marbled, book-bound
dbags, screens and even furniture,
while Cartavenez hand-pulped
paper into embos s and free-form
lamps. Gianni Basso uses 18th-century book
symbols to make letter-pressed business
cards with old-world flair, and you can
watch a Heidelberg press in action most
mornings at Veneziastampa, churning out
menus and ex-libris (bookplates)
Books are still a prevailing passion in
Venice, and marbled travel journals from
11 Pavone di Paolo Pelosin may inspire
one of your own. Librettists stock up on
leather-bound musical composition books
at ArtigianCarta di Massimo Doretto, and
novelists dream of seeing their bestseller
custom-bound and featured in the front
window of Charta,

Textiles

Styles have changed since dandies rocked
silk brocade knee britches and pink
stockings at Palazzo Mocenigo, but Venic
obsession with artisan textiles continues.
Anything that stands still long enough

in this city is liable to end up curtained,
swagged, tasselled and upholstered.
Venetian lace was an Sth-century fashion
must, and sunny days in Burano still bring
ladies to their doorsteps to chat as they tat
a bit of lace. Bevilacqua still weaves luxe
tapestries in Venice, and donates scraps to
nonprofit women prisoners’ co-op Banco
Lotto 10 to turn into La Fenice costumes
and clever handbags.

Paper 2. Venetian lace-making 3. Textiles

But the modern master of Venetian
Bohemian textiles is Fortuny, whose
howroom on Giudecea features hand-
stamped wall coverings created in strict
accordance with top-secret techniques
innovated almost a century ago. But though
the methods are secret, Fortuny’s inspiration
isn't: it plastered all over the walls of

the home studio, from Persian armour to
portraits of rebellious socialites who tossed
aside their corsets for Fortuny's signature
Delphi gowns - now available for modern
Boho goddesses at Venetia Studium. For
modern art-fabric designs, don't miss the
rotating design showeases at lesvenice, or
the lilac silk-velvet smoking jackets hand-
printed with scarlet rats at Fiorella Gallery.

TOP FIVE FOR TEXTILES

Museo Fortuny
Palazzo Mocenigo
Banco Lotto 10
Bevilacqua
Fiorella Gallery
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Get the right Lonely Planet
guide for your trip

Mobile Apps
Lonely Planet guides,
enhanced with mobile
smartness such as offline
GPS tracking and audio

> City guides
> Audio walking tours
> Audio phrasebooks

For more information

Ebooks
Interactive and
informative,
experience Lonely
Planet guides like
never before

> City and country travel

guides
> Audio phrasebooks

Books
The perfect guides
for any type of trip
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Venice:
Building the
Dream City

Impossible though it seems,
Venetians built their home on 117
small islands connected by some
400 bridges over 150 canals. But if
floating marble palaces boggle the
mind, consider what's underneath
them: an entire forest's worth of
wood pylons, rammed through
silty barene (shoals) into the

clay lagoon floor. Some 100,000
petrified pylons support the

brick and Istrian stone base of
Baldassare Longhena’s 1631 Chiesa
di Santa Maria della Salute.

While pylons do the heavy lifting,
Venice's upkeep is constant and
painstaking. Punta della Dogana’s salt-
corroded foundations were recently
repaired by injecting specially formulated
cement into thousands of holes. Venice's
canals must be regularly dredged, which
involves pumping water out of canals,
carefully removing pungent sludge and a
ticklish technique Venetians call scuci-cuci
(patching brickwork by hand).

When visitors marvel at their city,
Venetians pass along the compliment to
their extraordinary lagoon ecosystem.

But deep channels dug to accommodate
tankers and cruise ships allow more
seawater into the lagoon, changing lagoon
aquaculture and elevating acque alte (high

HELP KEEP VENICE AFLOAT

tide). The controversial, multi-billion-euro
mobile flood barrier known as Mose is
intended to limit acque alte, but critics
question its effectiveness, environmental
impact and the diversion of funds critical
for Venice's upkeep.

Solutions aren't easy, but simple gestures
are. With 22 million visitors a year, minor
adjustments in traveller behaviour will help
keep Venice alive and dreaming.

» Take the train to Venice - instead of higher-impact cruise ships

= Pick up litter - to protect Venice's fragile ecosystem

» Enjoy local products - lagoon seafood, island-grown produce and Venetian handicrafts
are Venice's pride, joy and livelinood
= Go slowly on motorboats - wakes expose and damage fragile foundations

= Drink tap water - to spare Venice the current burden of recycling 20 to 60 million
water bottles annually

1.Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore 2. Grand Canal
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Yellow signs helpfully point the way
to major sights, but the secret to
any great Venetian adventure is:
ignore them. That calle (backstreet)
behind the thoroughfare leads to a
wonderful world of artisan studios,
backstreet bacari (bars) and hidden
campi (squares).

Chiesa della Madonna
dell’Orto to the Ghetto

Cannaregio calm restores overloaded
senses as you pass sculptures flanking
‘Campo dei Mori, stroll sunny Fondamente
della Miseriacordia and Ormesini, and reach
bridges leading into the historic Ghetto.

Campo San Polo to
San Giacomo dell’Orio
Take Calle Scalater past artisan studios
to hidden Campiello Agostin for draught
beer and dramatic glass jewellery; cross the
bridge to join happy hour and tag games
alongside medieval San Giacomo dell Orio,

La Fenice to Bacino Orseolo
Galleries ring Campo San Fantin, where
ezzeria leads past studios where artis-
ans craft books, masks and La Feni
costumes, before bumping into Bacino
Orseolo, a picturesque gondola-parking lot.

Chiesa di San Sebastian to
IFrari

(taverns) along
naba to its bustling
namesake campo, where Calle delle Bot-
teghe leads past antiqu mics, shawls
and chocolates to Titian's masterpiece.

San Zaccaria to Chiesa di
Santa Maria dei Miracoli
Head north of San Marco past chatty
Campo S: aria Formosa for cicheti
(tapas) in Campo Santa Marina, or Venetian
designers and antiques alongside the chapel.
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Grand Canal

‘The 3.5km route of vaporetto
(passenger ferry) No 1, which passes

some 50 palazzi (mansions), six

churches and scene-stealing backdrops
featured in four James Bond films, is
public transport at its most glamorous.

‘The Grand Canal starts with
controversy: Ponte di Calatrava
{3 2 luminous glass-and-steel bridge
that cost triple the original €4 million
estimate. Ahead are castle-like Fondaco
deiTurchi B}, the historic Turkish
trading-house; Renaissance Palazzo
‘Vendramin [E3, housing the city’s casino;
and double-arcaded Ca’ Pesaro 3. Don't
miss Ca’ @Oro [, a 1430 filigree Gothic
marvel.

Points of Venetian pride include
the Pescaria [, built in 1907 on the
site where fishmongers have been
slinging lagoon crab for 600 years, and
neighbouring Rialto Market [ stalls,
overflowing with island-grown produce.
Cost overruns for 1592 Ponte di
Rialto [J rival Calatrava’s, but its marble
splendour stands the test of time.

‘The next two canal bends could cause
architectural whiplash, with Sanmicheli-
designed Renaissance Palazzo
Grimani [ and Mauro Codussi's
Palazzo Corner-Spinelli [T followed by
Giorgio Masari-designed Palazzo
Grassi [T and Baldassare Longhena’s
baroque jewel box, Ca’ Rezzonico (8.

Wooden Ponte dell’Accademia (B},
was built in 1930 as a temporary bridge,
but the beloved landmark was recently
reinforced. Stone lions flank Peggy
Guggenheim Collection {7} where the
American heiress collected ideas, lovers
and art. You can't miss the dramatic
dome of Longhena’s Chiesa di Santa.
Maria della Salute {5, or Punta
della Dogana {T5, Venice’s triangular
customs warehouse reinvented as a
contemporary art showcase. The Grand
Canal's grand finale is pink Gothic
Palazzo Ducale {j and its adjoining
Ponte dei Sospiri {T, currently
draped in advertising.

Fondaco dei
Turchi
Recognisable by its
polychrome, marble
double colonnad,
topped by 13th:
century Byzantine
capitals andflanked
by watchtowers,

Palazzo Grassi
French magnate
Frangois Pinault
scandalisedParis
when he relocated

his contemporary art
collctionhere, with
gallries designed by
Gae Aulntiand Tadao
Ando,

»

&
R

Ca'd'Oro

Behind the triple Gothic rcades are priceless

masterpieces: Tiians looted by Napoleon, arare
Mantegnaand semi-precious stone mosaic floors,

[T

Ponte di Calatrava
Withitsstarklystreamined fsh-fin shape, the
2008bridgeis the firsttobe built over the Grand
Canalin75 years.

Ca' Rezzonico
Seehow Venice lived n baroque
splendour at this 18th-century
artmuseum with Tiepolo ceilings,
silkswagged boudoirs and evenan
in-house pharmacy.

Chiesa di Santa Maria.
. delle Salute
50

Ponte dei
i, Sospi

Palazzo Ducale
e

Punta della Dogafia

Minimalist architect Tadao Ando creatively repurposed
abandoned warehouses s galleries, which now host
contemporary art installations from Frangois Pinault’s colection.

k% Originaly designed by Baldassare Longhena, this

¥ palazz0 was bequeathed tothe ity in 1898 to house
the Galleriad'Arte Moderna and Museo dArte
Orintale.

Ponte di Rialto
= Antonio da Pontebeat out Palladiofor the commission oftisbridge, bt con
5 struction costs spiralled 10 250,000 Venetian ducats - about €19 millon toda.
SRR
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Venice
In Art

Water may be the first thing you
notice about Venice when you
arrive, but as you get closer, you'll
discover that this city is actually
saturated with art.

Canals are just brief interruptions between
artworks in this Unesco World Heritage Site,
with more art treasures than any other city.
Venice has always been a little in love with
its own reflection - Basilica di San Marco's
mosaic self-representations, the lagoon
settings in Tintoretto’s and Veronese’s
Biblical scenes, and city views by Romantic
vedustisti (landscape artists). But even in
abstract works by contemporary artisans,
its mesmerising patterns, shimmering
colours and rich patina leave their indelible
‘watermarks.

Great Art In Situ

Until Napoleon grabbed every Venetian
painting that he fancied, most remained

in the churches and palaces for which

they were painted. But lavishly painted
ceilings weren't so easy to detach, and

can still be seen in situ at Chiesa di San
Sebastiano, Ca’ Rezzonico, Palazzo Ducale
and Scuola Grande dei Carmini. Tintoretto’s
masterworks for Scuola Grande di San Rocco
and Chiesa della Madonna dellOrto also
escaped removal. Today, artwork returned
after Napoleon's fall illuminates altars across
Venice, and forms the basis of collections at
Museo Correr, Accademia and Ca’ dOro.

Mosaics

Al that glitters is probably mosaic in
Venice, where the art of making tiny glass
tesserae (tiles) into wall-sized artworks dates
from the lagoon’s Byzantine heyday. Torcello
is an astounding early example, with the
beatific Madonna on a field of lagoon corn
poppies in the apse facing off against blue
devils tipping the scales of Final Judgment
across the back wall. For closer examination
of early mosaic techniques, thorough
explanations accompany stunning mosaic
fragments at Museo di Torcello and in the
Museum of G in Murano.

The ancient Byzantine lagoon capital of
Torcello was upstaged by the new doge's
official chapel, the Basilica di San Marco,
with golden mosaics rippling across 8000 sq
metres. The Basilica di San Marco had no
qualms about self-promotion: the Basilica is
represented at least seven times in its own
mosaics, including twice on the facade.

Today you don't have to be a guest of
the doge in the Basilica’s upstairs dining
room to drink and snooze surrounded by
golden mosaics. B-Bar offers a shimmering
backdrop to make any happy hour golden,
and Domus Orsoni B&B showcases
the Orsoni mosaic company’s work
across tables, headboards, and dazzling
bathrooms.

Ceiling fresco in Ca' Rezzonico
Mosaic detail on the facade of Basilica di San Marco
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