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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                Bath
            

            
                1 Britain can boast many great cities, but Bath (
                Click here
                ) stands out as the belle of the ball. Thanks to natural hot water bubbling to the surface, the Romans built a health resort here. The waters were rediscovered in the 18th century, and Bath became the place to see and be seen by British high society. Today, the stunning Georgian architecture of grand town houses, sweeping crescents and Palladian mansions (not to mention Roman remains, a beautiful cathedral, and a cutting-edge 21st-century spa), means Bath demands your undivided attention.
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        GLENN BEANLAND
      

    

  
    
                Edinburgh
            

            
                2 Edinburgh (
                Click here
                ) is a city of many moods. It’s famous for its festivals and is especially lively in the summer. It’s also worth visiting out of season for sights such as the castle silhouetted against a blue spring sky with a yellow haze of daffodils misting the slopes below the esplanade. Or a chill December morning with the fog snagging the spires of the Old Town, the dark mouths of the wynds more mysterious than ever, rain on the cobblestones and a warm glow beckoning from the window of a pub.
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        BRITAIN ON VIEW
      

    

  
    
                Lake District 

            
                3 William Wordsworth and his Romantic chums were the first to champion the charms of the Lake District (
                Click here
                ), and it’s not hard to see what stirred them. Pocked by whale-backed fells, razor-edge valleys and misty mountain tarns (as well as England’s highest peak), this craggy corner of northwest England is still considered by many to be the spiritual home of British hiking. Strap on the boots, stock up on mintcake and drink in the views – inspiration is sure to follow. 
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        DAVID TOMLINSON
      

    

  
    
                Hadrian’s Wall 

            
                4 Hadrian’s Wall (
                Click here
                ) is one of Britain’s most revealing and dramatic Roman ruins, its procession of abandoned forts, garrisons, towers and milecastles disclosing much about the everyday life of the international crew posted along its length. But walls are always about more than the stones from which they are built – this edge-of-empire barrier symbolised the boundary of civilised order. To the south was the bridled Roman world of underfloor heating, bathhouses and orderly taxpaying, to the north the unruly land of the marauding Celts. 
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                Stonehenge
            

            
                5 Mysterious and compelling, Stonehenge (
                Click here
                ) is Britain’s most iconic ancient site. People have been drawn to this myth-rich ring of bluestones for more than 5000 years. And we still don’t know quite why it was built. Most visitors get to gaze at the 50-ton megaliths from behind the perimeter fence, but with enough planning you can book an early-morning or evening tour and walk around the inner ring itself. In the slanting sunlight, away from the crowds, it’s an ethereal place – an experience that certainly stays with you. 
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                London’s Live Entertainment
            

            
                6 Can you hear that, music lovers? That’s London calling – from the numerous theatres, concert halls, nightclubs, pubs and even tube stations, where on any given night hundreds if not thousands of performers are taking to the stage. Search out your own iconic London experience (
                Click here
                ), whether it’s the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall, an East End singalong, a performance of 
                    Oliver!
                 
                on the West End, a superstar DJ set at Fabric or a floppy-fringed guitar band at a Hoxton boozer.
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                Eating in Britain
            

            
                7 Britain is packed with high-quality eateries – from Michelin-starred restaurants and welcoming gastropubs, to classic city cafes and quaint country teashops – with a choice of food to match. Tuck into national favourites such as fish and chips or toad in the hole, followed of course by rhubarb and custard or spotted dick. Then move on to regional specialities such as Scottish haggis, Cumberland sausage, Stilton cheese, Welsh cakes or the quintessential multicultural dish of northern England: a big fresh Yorkshire pudding filled with curry. See 
                Click here
                .
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                Yorkshire Dales
            

            
                8 From well-known Wensleydale and Swaledale, to obscure and evocative Langstrothdale and Arkengarthdale, this national park (
                Click here
                ) is characterised by a distinctive landscape of high moorland, stepped skylines and flat-topped hills rising above green valley floors. The park is patchworked with walls and ancient stone barns, and remote settlements where sheep and cattle still graze on village greens. Pull on your hiking boots or hire a mountain bike and explore the 500 miles of footpaths, bridleways and green lanes that criss-cross the landscape.
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                Snowdonia
            

            
                9 The rugged northwest corner of Wales has rocky mountain peaks, glacier-hewn valleys, sinuous ridges, sparkling lakes and rivers, and charm-infused villages. The busiest part is around Snowdon itself, where many people hike to the summit, and many more take the jolly cog railway, while to the south and west are rarely trod areas perfect for off-the-beaten-track exploration (
                Click here
                ). And just nearby sit the lovely Llŷn Peninsula and Isle of Anglesey, where the sun often shines, even if it’s raining on the mountains.
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                Oxford’s Glorious Architecture
            

            
                10 For most of us a visit to Oxford (
                Click here
                ) is as close as we’re going to get to the brilliant minds and august institutions that have made this city famous across the globe. But you’ll get a glimpse of this other world in the hushed quads and cobbled lanes where student cyclists and dusty academics roam. The beautiful college buildings, archaic traditions and stunning architecture have changed little over the centuries leaving the city centre much as Einstein or Tolkien would have found it.
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                Historic Buildings
            

            
                11 Britain’s history is rich and turbulent, and nowhere is this more apparent than in the mighty castles and stately homes that dot the landscape, from romantic clifftop ruins like Corfe (
                Click here
                ) or sturdy fortresses such as Caernarfon (
                Click here
                ), to formidable Stirling (
                Click here
                ) and still-inhabited Windsor (
                Click here
                ). And when the aristo­cracy no longer needed castles, they built ‘stately homes’ at the heart of their country estates. Classics of the genre include Blenheim Palace (
                Click here
                ) – icture, right – and Chatsworth House (
                Click here
                ) in England, Powis Castle (
                Click here
                ) in Wales and 
                Hopetoun House (Click here
                ) in Scotland.
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                Glasgow
            

            
                12 Scotland’s biggest city (
                Click here
                ) lacks Edinburgh’s classical beauty but more than makes 
                up for it with a barrelful of things to do, and a warmth and energy that leave every visitor impressed. It’s edgy and contemporary, a great spot to browse art galleries and – despite the awful fried-Mars-bar reputation – the country’s best place to eat. Add to that what’s perhaps Britain’s best pub culture, and one of the world’s best live music scenes, and the only thing to do is live it.
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        BRITAIN ON VIEW
      

    

  
    
                Newquay & Cornwall’s Coast
            

            
                13 Cornwall (
                Click here
                ) boasts more miles of unbroken coastline than anywhere else in Britain, but if it’s rugged cliffs and sparkling bays you’re looking for, there’s only one place that fits the bill. The cluster of white sandy beaches around Newquay (
                Click here
                ) are some of the loveliest of England, favoured by everyone from bucket-and-spaders to beach-bronzed surfers. Visit in early spring or late autumn and you might even have the sands to yourself. 
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                Gower Peninsula
            

            
                14 Just along the coast from the cities of Cardiff and Swansea, but a different world entirely, the Gower Peninsula (
                Click here
                ) has been a favourite with local holidaymakers for years and now tempts visitors from further afield. Not surprisingly, this 15-mile-long thumb of land is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), with broad butterscotch beaches, pounding surf, dreamy sand dunes, precipitous clifftop walks and rugged, untamed uplands. It’s a perfect place for cycling and walking, with excellent surfing, and some wonderful low-key beaches for families.
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                Punting the Cambridge ‘Backs’
            

            
                15 No trip to Cambridge (
                Click here
                ) would be complete without an attempt to punt by the picturesque ‘Backs’, the leafy, green lawns behind the city’s finest colleges. Hop off to marvel at the intricate vaulting of King’s College Chapel, a show-stopping Gothic concoction, glide under the curious-looking Mathematical Bridge, or down a pint in one of the city’s many historic pubs. You’ll soon wonder how you could have studied anywhere else.
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                Stratford-upon-Avon
            

            
                16 What could be more English than taking in a Shakespeare play in the birthplace of the Bard? The pretty town of Stratford-upon-Avon (
                Click here
                ) is also where the world’s most famous playwright shuffled off this mortal coil, and its tight knot of Tudor streets form a living map of Shakespeare’s life and times. Huge crowds of theatre lovers and would-be thespians congregate here to visit the five historic houses owned by Shakespeare and his relatives, with a respectful detour to the old stone church where the Bard was laid to rest. 
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                Canterbury Cathedral
            

            
                17 Few other English cathedrals come close to Canterbury (
                Click here
                ), top temple of the Anglican Church and a place of worship for over 15 centuries. Its intricate tower dominates the Canterbury skyline, its grandeur unsurpassed by later structures. At its heart lies a 12th-century crime scene, the very spot where Archbishop Thomas Becket was put to the sword – an epoch-making event that launched a million pilgrimages and still pulls in the crowds today. A lone candle mourns the gruesome deed, the pink sandstone before it smoothed by 800 years of devout kneeling. 
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                Northumberland Coast
            

            
                18 For a complete contrast to Britain’s busy tourist destinations head for the peace and quiet of Northumberland (
                Click here
                ). It wasn’t always so tranquil, though, as the legacy of castles in the area shows. Places like Dunstanburgh, Bamburgh and Alnwick were built to control the borderlands with Scotland but today attract less aggressive visitors who are also drawn here by the wonderful opportunities for walking along windswept beaches, boat trips out to the puffin- and seal-covered Farne Islands, and cracking pubs and restaurants to relax in at the end of the day. 
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                Cardiff
            

            
                19 The exuberant capital of Wales, Cardiff (
                Click here
                ) has recently emerged as one of Britain’s leading urban centres. If its mid-20th-
                century decline seemed terminal, the city has entered the new millennium with vigour and confidence, flexing new-found architectural muscles. From the historic castle to the ultramodern waterfront, from the Victorian shopping arcades to the gigantic rugby stadium that is the pulsating heart of the city on match days, Cardiff has a buzz that reverberates through the streets, and a nightlife that’s as famous as it’s infectious. 
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                A Pint Down the Pub
            

            
                20 Whether it’s a long congenial evening with friends, or a swift half after work, the pub is still the centre of British social life, and the best traditional drink has to be beer. Not your fizzy lager, but honest to goodness ale. To outsiders it may be ‘warm and flat’, but give it a chance and you’ll soon learn to savour the complex flavours and explore the country’s many regional varieties, from Tinners Ale in Cornwall and Double Dragon in Wales to Cumbria’s Sneck Lifter and Orkney’s Dark Island. 
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                Ben Nevis
            

            
                21 The allure of Scotland’s best-known natural features is strong. Around 100,000 people a year set off to reach the highest point in Britain (
                Click here
                ), though not all make it to the top. The reward for those that do is a truly magnificent view (weather permitting) and a great sense of achievement. Real enthusiasts can warm up by trekking the 95-mile West Highland Way first, while a hike in nearby Glen Coe (
                Click here
                ), Scotland’s most famous glen, combines those two essential qualities of the Highland landscape – dramatic scenery and deep history. 
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                York
            

            
                22 With its Roman and Viking heritage, ancient city walls, spectacular Gothic cathedral and maze of medieval streets, York (
                Click here
                ) is a living showcase for the highlights of English history. Join one of the city’s many walking tours and plunge into the network of snickleways (narrow alleys), each one the focus of a ghost story or historical character, then explore the intricacies of York Minster, the biggest medieval cathedral in all of Northern Europe. And don’t miss the Flying Scotsman at the National Railway Museum, the world’s largest collection of historic locomotives. 
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                Cotswolds
            

            
                23 The most wonderful thing about the Cotswolds (
                Click here
                ) is that no matter where you go or how lost you get, you’ll still end up in an impossibly picturesque village of rose-clad cottages and honey-coloured stone. And when you do, there’ll be a quaint village green, a pub with sloping floors and fine ales, and a view of the lush green hills. It’s easy to leave the crowds behind and find your very own slice of medieval England – and some of the best boutique hotels in the country. 
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                Northwest Highland Coast
            

            
                24 In the Highlands of Scotland (
                Click here
                ) you’re never far from a breathtaking view, but the far northwest (
                Click here
                ) is awe-inspiring even by these high standards. The coast between Durness and Kyle of Lochalsh offers a jaw-dropping moment at every turn of the narrow road; the rugged mountainscapes of Assynt, the desolate beauty of Loch Torridon, the piercing incisions of sea lochs and the remote cliffs of Cape Wrath. Add to this some warm High­land hospitality – romantic hotels, gourmet restaurants, classic rural pubs – and you’ve got an unforgettable corner of the country. 
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                Perthshire
            

            
                25 In the heart of Scotland, this is a landscape where blue-grey lochs shimmer and reflect the changing moods of the weather, swaths of noble woodland clothe the hills, majestic glens scythe their way into remote wilderness, and salmon leap upriver to the place of their birth. Picturesque towns bloom with flowers, distilleries emit tempting malty odours, and sheep graze in impossibly green meadows. Here in Perthshire (
                Click here
                ), there’s a feeling of the bounty of nature that few other places can match. 
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                London’s Museums
            

            
                26 Institutions bright and beautiful, great and small, wise and wonderful – London’s (
                Click here
                ) got them all. The range of museums is vast: from generalist collections (British Museum, V&A) to specific themes (Imperial War Museum, London Transport Museum, Natural History Museum). From intriguing private collections (Sir John Soane’s Museum, Wallace Collection) to those celebrating people associated with the city (Handel, Dickens, Freud). Seriously, you could spend weeks without even scratching the surface. And most of it’s free! 
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                Football
            

            
                27 The rest of the world may call it ‘soccer’, but here in Britain it’s definitely ‘football’ (
                Click here
                ). Despite what the fans may say in Italy or Brazil, the English Premier League has some of the world’s finest teams. Big names include the globally renowned Arsenal, Liverpool and Chelsea – plus of course THE most famous club on the planet: Manchester United. North of the border, Scotland’s best-known teams are Glasgow Rangers and Glasgow Celtic – and their ‘old firm’ rivalry is legend – while in Wales the national sport is most definitely rugby. 
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                Pembrokeshire
            

            
                28 Perched at the tip of wild and wonderful West Wales, Pembrokeshire (
                Click here
                ) boasts one of Britain’s most beautiful and dramatic stretches of coast, with sheer cliffs, natural arches, blowholes,
                sea stacks, and a wonderful hinterland of tranquil villages and secret waterways. It’s a landscape of Norman castles, Iron Age hill forts, holy wells and Celtic saints – including the nation’s patron, St David – and the remnants of an even older people that left behind intriguing stone circles. 
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        welcome to Great Britain

      

    

    
      
                Edinburgh Castle, Buckingham Palace, Stonehenge, Snowdon, Manchester United, The Beatles – Britain does icons like no other place on earth, and travel here is a fascinating mix of famous names and hidden gems.
            

      
            Variety Packed
        

      
            From the graceful architecture of Canterbury Cathedral in the south to the soaring ramparts of Edinburgh Castle in the north, via the mountains of Wales or the Roman ruins of Hadrian’s Wall, Britain’s astounding variety is a major reason to travel here. City streets buzz day and night, with tempting shops and restaurants, and some of the world’s finest museums. After dark, cutting-edge clubs, top-class theatre and formidable live music provide nights to remember. Next day, you’re deep in the countryside, high in the hills or enjoying a classic seaside resort. In Britain, there really is something for everyone, whether you’re eight or 80, going solo or travelling with your friends, your kids or your grandma.
        

      
            Time Travel
        

      
            A journey through Britain is a journey through history – but not history that’s dull and dusty; history you can feel and relive. You can lay your hands on the megaliths of a 5000-year-old stone circle, or walk the battlements of a medieval fortress – just as they were patrolled by knights seven centuries ago. Fast forward to the future and you’re admiring 21st-century architecture in Glasgow, or exploring the space-age domes of Cornwall’s Eden Project.
        

      
            English Spoken Here
        

      
            While Britain boasts complex traditions and culture, on the surface at least it’s familiar to many visitors thanks to a vast catalogue of British film and TV exports. The same applies when it comes to communication: this is home turf for the English language, so many visitors don’t need to carry a phrasebook. Of course Wales and Scotland have their own languages, but everyone speaks English too – and all outsiders get a little confused by local accents in places such as Devon, Snowdonia and Aberdeen.
        

      
            Easy Does It
        

      
            A final thing to remember while you’re planning a trip to Britain: travel here is a breeze. Although the locals may grumble (in fact, it’s a national pastime), the public transport is pretty good, and a train ride through the British landscape can be a highlight in itself. But however you get around, in this compact country you’re never far from the next town, the next pub, the next restaurant, the next national park or the next impressive castle on your hit-list of highlights. The choice is endless, and we’ve hand-picked the best places to create this book. Use it to steer you from place to place, and mix it with making your own discoveries. You won’t be disappointed.
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        need to know

      

    

    
      
        
            

                    CURRENCY

            

            »
                Pound – also called ‘pound sterling’ (£)
            

            

                    LANGUAGE

            

            »
                English (also Scottish Gaelic and Welsh)
            

            

                    MONEY

            

            »
                Change bureaux and ATMs widely available, especially in cities and major towns.
            

            

                    VISAS

            

            »
                Not required for most citizens of Europe, Australia, NZ, USA and Canada.
            

            

                    MOBILE PHONES

            

            »
                Phones from most other countries operate in Britain but attract roaming charges. For local calls, local SIM cards cost from £10; SIM and basic handset around £30.
            

            

                    DRIVING

            

            »
                Traffic drives on the left. Steering wheels are on the right side of the car. Most rental cars have manual gears (stick shift).
            

        

      

       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET LESS THAN 
                    £50
                
            

            »
                Dorm beds: £10-£25
            

            »
                Cheap meals in cafes and pubs: £5-£9
            

            »
                Long-distance coach fare: £10-£30 (200 miles)
            

            
                MIDRANGE 
                    £50-£100
                
            

            »
                Midrange hotel or B&B: £50-£130 (London £80-£180) per double room
            

            »
                Main course in midrange restaurant: £9-£18
            

            »
                Long-distance train: £15-£50 (200 miles)
            

            »
                Car rental: from £30 per day
            

            
                TOP END OVER 
                    £100
                
            

            »
                Four-star hotel room: from £200
            

            »
                Three-course meal in a good restaurant: around £40 per person
            

        

       

      
                When to Go
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                    HIGH SEASON
                 
                    (JUN–AUG)
                
            

            »
                Weather at its best. Accommodation rates at their highest – especially for August school holidays. 

            »
                Roads are busy, especially in seaside areas, national parks and popular cities such as Oxford, Edinburgh, Bath and York.
            

            
                
                    SHOULDER 
                
                    (EASTER–END MAY; MID-SEP–END OCT)
                
            

            »
                Crowds reduce. Prices drop. 

            »
                Weather often good; sunny spells mix with sudden showers March to May, while balmy ‘Indian summers’ feature September to October.
            

            
                
                    LOW SEASON
                 
                    (DEC–FEB)
                
            

            »
                Wet and cold; snow in mountain areas, especially in the north. 

            »
                Opening hours reduced October to Easter; some places shut down. Big-city sights (especially London’s) operate all year.
            

                        

        

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    BBC
                 
                    (www.bbc.co.uk)
                News and entertainment from the nation’s broadcaster.

            »
                
                    Visit Britain
                 
                    (www.visitbritain.com)
                Official tourism website.

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                    (http://lonelyplanet.com/great-britain)
                
                Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more. 

            »
                
                    Seize the Days
                 
                    (http://lonelyplanet.com/132days)
                Weekly updates on UK activities and events.

            »
                
                    National Traveline
                 
                    (www.traveline.org.uk)
                
                Great portal site for all UK public transport.

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            
            		
                                
                                    
                                        Australia
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    A$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    61p
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    61p
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        euro zone
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    87p
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    ¥100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    78p
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        New Zealand
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    47p
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        USA
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    68p
                                

                            
	
                                

                                

                            	
                                

                                

                            	
                                

                                

                            


            
                For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            
                Omit the area code if you’re inside that area. Drop the initial 0 if you’re calling from abroad.
            

            	
                                
                                    Country code
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +44
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    International access code
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    00
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    Emergency (police, fire, ambulance,
                                    mountain 
                                    rescue or coastguard)
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    999
                                

                            
	
                                

                                

                            	
                                

                                

                            

                            

        

       

      
            
                Arriving in Britain
            

            »
                
                    Heathrow airport
                
            

            
                Train to Paddington station every 15 minutes (from £16)
            

            »
                
                    Gatwick airport
                
            

            
                Train to Victoria station every 15 minutes (from £15)
            

            »
                
                    Eurostar trains from Paris or Brussels
                
            

            
                Arrive at St Pancras International station in central London
            

            »
                
                    London Victoria Coach Station
                
            

            
                Arrival point for buses/coaches from Europe
            

            »
                
                    Taxis from airports
                
            

            
                Trips to central London run from £40 (Heathrow) to £90 (Luton); more at peak hours Click here
                and Click here
            

        

      
        
            
                Great Britain on a Shoestring
            

            
                If you’re on a tight budget, there’s no getting away from it – Britain ain’t cheap. Public transport, admission fees, restaurants and hotel rooms all tend to be expensive compared with their equivalents in many other European countries. But with some careful planning, a trip here doesn’t have to break the bank. You can save money by staying in B&Bs instead of hotels, or hostels instead of B&Bs. You can also save by prebooking long-distance coach or train travel – and by avoiding times when everyone else is on the move (like Friday afternoon). Many attractions are free (or offer discounts on quiet days, such as Monday). And don’t forget that you won’t have to stump up a penny to enjoy Britain’s best asset: the wonderful countryside and coastline. 
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        what's new

      

    

    
      
                For this new edition of Great Britain, our authors hunted down the fresh, the transformed, the hot and the happening. Here are a few of our favourites. For up-to-the-minute recommendations, see lonelyplanet.com/great-britain.
            

      
            
                DARWIN CENTRE, NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, LONDON
            

            
               1 The Natural History Museum has attracted visitors for a hundred years with the constant addition of features. Latest is the striking new home for the Darwin Centre, where you catch a lift to the top of the ‘Cocoon’ – a seven-storey egg-shaped structure encased within a glass pavilion – and snoop through the windows at boffins studying 20 million animal and plant specimens (
                Click here
                ).
            

        


      
            ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD
        

      
            2 Britain’s oldest public museum reopened in late 2009 after a massive £61 million redevelopment; it’s now lauded as one of the finest in the world (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            HOTEL MISSONI, EDINBURGH
        

      
            3 The Italian fashion house turns to luxury hotels, comes to Scotland and instantly establishes a style icon in the heart of the city (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            FALLEN ANGEL, DURHAM
        

      
            4 Kip in a sleeper train compartment or in your own personal cinema at the one of the northeast’s newest – and most bizarre – digs (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            ENGLISH WHISKY COMPANY, NORFOLK
        

      
            5 Usually associated with Scotland, the first whisky distillery in England for 120 years bottled its landmark spirits in November 2009. Take a tour and savour the historic moment (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            AGATHA CHRISTIE’S GREENWAY, DEVON
        

      
            6 The famous crime writer’s riverside holiday home opened to visitors in 2009; you can wander between rooms much as she left them, admire the books in her library and even piles of hats in the lobby (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            HAFOD ERYRI, MOUNT SNOWDON
        

      
            7 Just below Snowdon’s summit, this striking piece of architecture opened in 2009 to replace the dilapidated visitor centre once famously labelled ‘the highest slum in Europe’ (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            TURNER CONTEMPORARY, MARGATE
        

      
            8 Launching in 2011, Margate’s brand new state-of-the-art gallery stands right on the seafront, bathed in the sea-refracted light that the artist JMW Turner loved so much. The first exhibition, naturally, focuses on Turner himself (
            Click here
            )
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        if you like...

      

    

    
      
            
                Castles
            

            
                Britain’s turbulent history bequeaths a landscape dotted with defensive masterpieces of the medieval era, complete with moats, keeps, battlements, dungeons and all the classic features we know from history books or legends of knights and maidens in distress. 

            
                
                    Windsor Castle
                
                The largest and oldest occupied fortress in the world, a majestic vision of battlements and towers, and the Queen’s weekend retreat (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Warwick Castle 
                Among the finest castles in Britain; preserved enough to be impressive, ruined enough to be romantic (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Edinburgh Castle 
                The focal point of the Scottish capital, and its very reason for being (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Stirling Castle
                
                Perched on a volcanic crag, with stunning views from the battlements; a classic historic royal fortress (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Carreg Cennen Castle
                
                The most dramatically positioned fortress in Wales, standing guard over a lonely stretch of Brecon Beacons National Park (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Cathedrals
            

            
                Along with castles, the cathedrals of Britain are the country’s most impressive and inspiring historic structures. Many were works in progress for centuries, so display an eclectic mix of styles with solid Norman naves later enjoying the addition of graceful Gothic arches or soaring spires, and – most beautiful of all – vast extents of stained-glass windows.
            

            
                
                    St Paul’s Cathedral
                
                A symbol of the city for centuries, and still an essential part of the London skyline (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    York Minster 
                One of the largest medieval cathedrals in all of Europe, especially renowned for its windows (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Canterbury Cathedral
                
                The mother ship of the Anglican Church, still attracting pilgrims and visitors in their thousands (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    St David’s Cathedral
                
                An ancient place of worship in Britain’s smallest city (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Glasgow Cathedral 
                A shining example of Gothic architecture, and the only mainland Scottish cathedral to have survived the Reformation (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Ruined Abbeys
            

            
                Thanks to the work of industrious monks from the 12th to the 14th centuries, great abbeys are a feature of the British landscape. Thanks to Henry VIII’s spat with the Catholic Church around 1540, many are now in
                ruins – but they’re no less impressive for today’s
                visitor.

            
                
                    Fountains Abbey
                
                Extensive ruins set in more recently landscaped water-gardens – one of the most beautiful sites in Britain (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Rievaulx Abbey 
                Tranquil remains of columns and arches hidden away in a secluded valley (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Melrose Abbey
                
                The finest of all the great Border abbeys; the heart of Robert the Bruce is buried here (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Whitby Abbey 
                Stunning clifftop ruin with an eerie atmosphere that inspired the author of 
                    Dracula
                
                (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Glastonbury Abbey 
                The legendary burial place of King Arthur and Queen Guinevere (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tintern Abbey
                
                Riverside ruins that inspired generations of poets and artists (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Stately Homes
            

            
                Where France has endless chateaux, and Germany a schloss on every corner, Britain boasts a raft of
                stately homes – vast mansions where the landed gentry have lived for generations, recently opening their doors so the rest of us can admire the fabulous
                interiors.

            
                
                    Blenheim Palace
                
                A monumental baroque fantasy and one of Britain’s greatest stately homes (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Castle Howard
                
                Another stunning baroque edifice, best known as the setting for 
                    Brideshead Revisited
                
                (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Hopetoun House
                
                One of Scotland’s finest stately homes, with a superb location in lovely grounds beside the Firth of Forth (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Powis Castle 
                Rising above a fantastical cloud of manicured yew trees, this one-time fortress was enriched by generations of aristocratic families (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Chatsworth House
                
                The quintessential stately home, a treasure trove of heirlooms and works of art (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Village idylls
            

            
                If you want to see the Britain you’ve always imagined, or the Britain you know so well from period movies and TV costume dramas, you’ll absolutely love the country’s villages, all very different in character, but all a reminder of a simpler age.
            

            
                
                    Lavenham
                
                A wonderful collection of exquisitely preserved medieval buildings virtually untouched since the 15th century (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Hutton-le-Hole 
                One of Yorkshire’s most attractive villages, with sheep grazing on a wide green amid a scattering of cottages (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Mousehole
                
                Southwest England overflows with picturesque pint-sized ports, but this is one of the best (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Beddgelert
                
                A conservation village of rough grey stone buildings in the heart of Snowdonia National Park (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Cromarty
                
                At the northeastern tip of the Black Isle, with a fine collection of 18th-century sandstone houses (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Moors & Mountains
            

            
                For a crowded country, Britain has a surprising proportion of countryside, some of it even more surprisingly high and wild – a playground for hikers, bikers, birdwatchers and other lovers of the great outdoors.
            

            
                
                    Torridon
                
                A stunning collection of imposing mountains: is there a place in Scotland more forbiddingly beautiful? (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Assynt
                
                These weirdly shaped mountains epitomise the epic geological essence of Scotland’s northwest (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Lake District
                
                A feast of mountains, valleys, views and – of course – lakes; the landscape that inspired William Wordsworth (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Northumberland National Park
                
                The vast and dramatically empty landscapes of England’s far north (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Snowdonia National Park
                
                The best-known slice of nature in Wales, with grand but surprisingly accessible Snowdon at its heart (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Brecon Beacons 
                A dramatic collection of high mountains, glacier-scoured hollows and waterfall-splashed valleys (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Industrial Heritage
            

            
                Britain’s history is not all about big castles or twee cottages; the nation also drove the world’s industrialisation in the 18th and 19th centuries, and this golden (though rather grimy) era is celebrated at several sites around the country.
            

            
                
                    Ironbridge 
                The place where it all started, the crucible of the Industrial Revolution, where 10 museums for the price of one give fascinating insights (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Blaenavon
                
                A World Heritage Site of well-preserved ironworks and the fascinating Big Pit coal mine (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    New Lanark
                
                Once the largest cotton-spinning complex in Britain and a testament to enlightened capitalism (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    National Railway Museum
                
                A cathedral to Britain’s great days of steam; for railway fans of all ages it’s the perfect place to go loco (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Roman Remains
            

            
                For 400 years the province of Britannia was part of the Roman Empire, a legacy still visible at various sites around the country – from sturdy defences for soldiers to fancy houses for wealthy citizens.
            

            
                
                    Roman Baths at Bath
                
                Perhaps the most famous Roman remains in England – a complex of bathhouses around natural thermal waters – plus additions from the 17th century when restorative waters again became fashionable (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Hadrian’s Wall 
                Snaking coast-to-coast across lonely hills, this 2000-year-old fortified line once marked the northern limit of imperial Roman jurisdiction (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Caerleon
                
                One of three legionary forts in Britain, with impressive remains of barracks, baths and amphitheatre (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Outdoor Art
            

            
                Many of the great stone sculptures by well-known British artists are from, and of, the earth, so it’s fitting that we can now admire many of them in a natural setting. Works in steel and other materials complete the picture.
            

            
                
                    Yorkshire Sculpture Park
                
                England’s biggest outdoor sculpture collection, dominated by the works of Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art
                
                The park surrounding the gallery features sculptures by Henry Moore, Rachel Whiteread and Barbara Hepworth among others (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tout Quarry
                
                An unsung artistic gem: around 50 rock-carved sculptures still in situ, including works by Antony Gormley and Dhruva Mistry (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Angel of the North
                
                England’s best-known public work of art spreads its rusty wings and stands sentinel near Newcastle (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Grizedale Forest 
                A maze of walking and biking routes, passing around 90 outdoor sculptures created by local and international artists (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Shopping
            

            
                For every identikit mega­store in Britain there’s an independent shop with soul and character – whether you’re in the market for books, clothes, jewellery, arts and crafts, retro handbags or 1960s vinyl.
            

            
                
                    Hay-on-Wye
                
                The self-proclaimed secondhand book capital of the world boasts over 30 bookshops and millions of volumes, attracting browsers, collectors and academics from around the world (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Arcades, Cardiff 
                Half a dozen arcades branch off the main streets in Cardiff city centre, lined with speciality shops and cafes (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Victoria Quarter, Leeds
                
                Lovely arcades of wrought ironwork and stained glass, home to several top fashion boutiques (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    North Laine, Brighton
                
                The perfect place to pick up essential items such as vegetarian shoes, Elvis outfits and circus monocycles (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Royal Arcade, Norwich 
                Art-nouveau classic with ornate tiling, stained glass and a host of speciality shops (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Galleries
            

            
                Fans of the visual arts are spoilt for choice in Britain. Galleries abound, from long-standing classics and famous works in the larger cities, to quirky and off-beat locations featuring experimental and up-and-coming artists.
            

            
                
                    Tate Britain 
                One of the best-known galleries in London, full to the brim with the finest local works (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tate Modern
                
                London’s other Tate focuses on modern art in all its wonderful permutations (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    BALTIC 
                Newcastle’s ‘Tate of the North’ features work by some of contemporary art’s biggest show-stoppers (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    National Museum Cardiff
                
                An excellent collection of Welsh artists, plus works by Monet, Renoir, Matisse, Van Gogh,
                Francis Bacon and David
                Hockney (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum
                
                A national landmark in Glasgow – great collection, and a cracking spot to learn about Scottish art (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Barber Institute of Fine Arts 
                With works by Rubens, Turner and Picasso, this Birmingham gallery is no lightweight (
                Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Arts & Music Festivals
            

            
                Whatever your taste in music or the arts, there’s a festival for you somewhere in Britain.
            

            
                
                    Edinburgh International Festival & Fringe
                
                The world’s biggest festival of art and culture. ’Nuff said (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Glastonbury 
                Britain’s biggest and best-loved music festival (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Hay Festival 
                A world-class celebration of all things literary at the country’s bookshop capital (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Notting Hill Carnival
                
                London’s Caribbean community shows the city how to party (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Pride 
                Gay and lesbian street parade through London culminating in a concert in Trafalgar Sq (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Birmingham Artsfest
                
                A cultural extravaganza featuring everything from ballet and bhangra to rhythm and blues (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Latitude
                
                An eclectic mix of music, literature, dance, drama and comedy, with stunning location in Southwold and manageable size (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Coastal Beauty
            

            
                It won’t have escaped your notice that Britain is an island. Surrounded by the sea, the country boasts a nautical heritage and a long coastline with many beautiful spots.
            

            
                
                    Ardnamurchan
                
                The most westerly point on the British mainland is also one of the most scenic, with superb views across to the islands of Skye and Mull (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Pembrokeshire coast 
                Towering cliffs, rock arches, clean waters and perfect sandy beaches at the tip of West Wales (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tongue
                
                Sea lochs penetrate the rocky coast in this wild stretch of Scotland’s north (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Holkham Bay
                
                This pristine expanse of sand gives a real sense of isolation with giant skies stretching overhead (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Jurassic Coast
                
                An exhilarating 3D geology lesson, with towering rock stacks, sea-carved arches and fossils aplenty (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Beachy Head & Seven Sisters
                
                Where the South Downs plunge into the sea, these mammoth chalk cliffs provide a dramatic finale (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Beach Action
            

            
                Maybe you want to do more than just look at Britain’s wonderful coastal scenery. Down on the beach, or out in the swell, you can be a bit more active. 

            
                
                    Newquay
                
                Beautifully positioned above a cluster of golden beaches; the undisputed capital of British surfing (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Burnham Deepdale 
                Eastern England’s unexpected centre for wind-powered beach activities, thanks to strong breezes and big stretches of flat sand (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Gower Peninsula
                
                Sand dunes, lovely family-friendly beaches and some key surfer hang-outs (Click here
                ).
            

            
                
                    Thurso
                
                At the top of Scotland, this is an unlikely surf spot, but once you’ve got the dry-suit on the breaks are worth it (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Classic Seaside Resorts
            

            
                Quiet coves or surfy beaches are one thing, but for a different view of Britain’s coast you have to sample a traditional seaside resort. This is the place for Victorian piers, buckets and spades, fairy floss and a stroll along the prom-prom-prom…
            

            
                
                    Scarborough
                
                The original British seaside resort, where it all began back in the 17th century (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Southwold 
                A genteel seaside resort with lovely sandy beach, charming pier and rows of colourful beach huts (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Bournemouth 
                Seven miles of sandy beach, 3000 deckchairs and a pair of Edwardian cliff-lifts (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Brighton 
                Away from the ubercool scene there are still plenty of naughty postcards and kiss-me-quick hats in ‘London-by-the-Sea’ (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Llandudno
                
                Beach-side Punch and Judy shows, a step-back-in-time pier and a classic esplanade (Click here
                )
            

        

    

  
    
	  
        
          
            Top of section
          
        

      

      
        month by month

      

    

    
            
                Top Events
            

            
                
                    Edinburgh International Festival & Fringe, 
                August
            

            
                
                    Glyndebourne, 
                late May–August
            

            
                
                    Trooping the Colour, 
                mid-June
            

            
                
                    Glastonbury
                
                , late June
            

            
                
                    Abergavenny Food Festival, 
                September
            

      
            January
        

      
            January is mid-winter in Britain. Festivals and events to brighten the mood are thin on the ground, but luckily some include fire – lots of it.
        

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            LONDON PARADE
        

      
            A ray of light in the gloom, the New Year’s Day Parade in London (to use its official title) is one of the biggest events of its kind
            in the world, featuring marching bands, street performers, classic cars, floats and displays winding their way through the streets, watched by over half a
            million people. www.londonparade.co.uk

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            UP-HELLY-AA 

      
            Half of Shetland dresses up with horned helmets and battleaxes in this spectacular re-enactment of a Viking fire festival, with a torchlit procession leading the burning of a full-size Viking longship. www.uphellyaa.org
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            CELTIC CONNECTIONS 

      
            Glasgow plays host to a celebration of Celtic music, dance and culture, with participants from all over the globe. www.celticconnections.com

      
            February
        

      
            The country may be scenic under snow and sunshine, or more likely grey and gloomy. Hang in there…
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            JORVIK VIKING FESTIVAL
        

      
            The ancient Viking capital of York becomes home once again to invaders and horned helmets galore, with the intriguing addition of longship races.
            Click here
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            FORT WILLIAM MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL 

      
            Britain’s capital of the outdoors celebrates the peak of the winter season with ski workshops, mountaineering films and talks by famous climbers. www.mountainfilmfestival.co.uk

      
            March
        

      
            Spring finally arrives. There’s a hint of better weather and a few classic sporting fixtures grace the calendar. Most people stay hunkered down, though, so hotels offer special rates to tempt them out from under the duvet.
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            SIX NATIONS RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP
        

      
            The highlight of the rugby calendar, with the home nations playing at London’s Twickenham, Edinburgh’s Murrayfield and Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium.
            www.rbs6nations.com
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            UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE
        

      
            Annual race down the River Thames in London between the rowing teams from Cambridge and
            Oxford Universities, an institution since 1856 that still captures the imagination of the country (Click here
            ). 

      
            April
        

      
            The weather slowly improves – getting imperceptibly warmer and drier – and attractions that closed for the low season open around the middle of the month.
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            GRAND NATIONAL
        

      
            Half the country has a flutter on the highlight of the three-day horse race meeting at Aintree on the first Saturday of the month – a steeplechase with a testing course and notoriously high jumps (
            Click here
            ). 
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            LONDON MARATHON
        

      
            Super-fit athletes cover 26 miles 385 yards in just over two hours, while others dress up in daft costumes and take considerably
            longer (Click here
            ). 
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            CAMDEN CRAWL
        

      
            Your chance to spot the next big thing in the music scene or witness a secret gig by an established act, with 40 of Camden’s venues given over to live music for two full days (
            Click here
            ). 
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            BELTANE
        

      
            Thousands of revellers climb Edinburgh’s Calton Hill for this modern revival of a pagan fire festival marking the end of winter. www.beltane.org
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            SPIRIT OF SPEYSIDE 

      
            Based in Dufftown, a
            Scottish festival of whisky, food and music, with five days of art, cooking, distillery tours and outdoor
            activities. www.spiritofspeyside.com

      
            May
        

      
            The weather is usually good, with more events to enjoy. There are two public holidays this month (first and last Mondays) so traffic is very busy over the corresponding long weekends.
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            FA CUP FINAL
        

      
            The highlight of the football season for over a century. All winter teams from all England’s football divisions have been battling it out in a knock-out tournament, culminating in this heady spectacle at Wembley Stadium – the home of English football (
            Click here
            ). 
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            BRIGHTON FESTIVAL
        

      
            The lively three-week arts fest takes over the streets of buzzy south-coast resort Brighton – and alongside the mainstream performances there’s a festival fringe as well (
            Click here
            ). 
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            CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW
        

      
            The Royal Horticultural Society flower show at Chelsea is the highlight of the gardener’s year (
            Click here
            ). 
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            HAY FESTIVAL
        

      
            The ever-expanding ‘festival of the mind’ brings an intellectual influx to book-town Hay-on-Wye (
            Click here
            ). 
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            GLYNDEBOURNE
        

      
            Open-air festival of world-class opera in the pastoral surroundings of Glyndebourne House in East Sussex. www.glyndebourne.com

      
            June
        

      
            Now it’s almost summer. You can tell because this month sees the music-festival season kick off properly, while sporting events – from rowing to racing – fill the calendar.
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            DERBY WEEK
        

      
            Horse-racing,
            people-watching and clothes-spotting are on the agenda at this week-long meeting in Epsom, Surrey. www.epsomderby.co.uk
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            DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL
        

      
            Expect ear-splitting feedback and fists thrust aloft at this heavy-metal fest
            in Donington Park, Derby­shire. www.downloadfestival.co.uk
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            COTSWOLDS OLIMPICKS
        

      
            Welly-wanging, pole-
            climbing and shin-kicking are the key disciplines at this traditional Gloucestershire sports day, held every year since 1612. www.olimpickgames.co.uk
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            TROOPING THE COLOUR
        

      
            Military bands and bear-skinned grenadiers march down London’s Whitehall in this martial pageant
            to mark the monarch’s birthday (Click here
            ). 
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            ROYAL ASCOT
        

      
            It’s hard to tell which matters more, the fashion or the fillies, at this highlight of the horse-
            racing year in Berkshire. www.ascot.co.uk
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            WIMBLEDON TENNIS
        

      
            The world’s best-known grass-court tennis tournament, Wimbledon attracts all the big names, while crowds cheer or eat tons of strawberries
            and cream (Click here
            ). 
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            GLASTONBURY FESTIVAL
        

      
            One of the country’s favourite pop and rock gatherings, invariably muddy and still a rite of passage for every self-respecting British teenager (
            Click here
            ). 
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            MELTDOWN FESTIVAL
        

      
            London’s Southbank Centre hands over the curatorial reins to a legend of contemporary music (such as David Bowie, Morrissey or Patti Smith) to create a program of concerts, talks and films. http://meltdown.southbankcentre.co.uk
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            ROYAL REGATTA
        

      
            Boats of every description take to the water for Henley’s upper-crust river regatta (
            Click here
            ). 
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            PRIDE
        

      
            Highlight of the gay and lesbian calendar, a technicolour street parade heads through London’s West End (
            Click here
            ). 

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            GLASGOW FESTIVALS
        

      
            Scotland’s second city hosts a major celebration of music and arts 
                West End Festival
            
            . www.westendfestival.co.uk, www.jazzfest.co.uk)

      
            July
        

      
            Proper summer. Festivals every week. Schools break up at the end of the month, so there’s a holidays tingle in the air, dulled only by busy roads on Friday because everyone’s going somewhere for the weekend.
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            GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW
        

      
            Harrogate plays host to one of Britain’s largest county shows. Expect Yorkshire grit, Yorkshire tykes, Yorkshire puddings, Yorkshire beef… www.greatyorkshireshow.co.uk
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            T IN THE PARK 

      
            World-class acts since 1994 ensure this major music festival is Scotland’s answer to Glastonbury. www.tinthepark.com
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            LATITUDE FESTIVAL
        

      
            A small but fast-growing gathering in the seaside town of Southwold, with theatre, cabaret, art and literature, plus top names from the alternative music scene (
            Click here
            ). 
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            INTERNATIONAL MUSICAL EISTEDDFOD 

      
            A week-long festival of international folk music at Llangollen, with an eclectic fringe and big-name
            evening concerts (Click here
            ). 
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            ROYAL WELSH SHOW
        

      
            Prize bullocks and local produce at this national farm and livestock event in Builth Wells. www.rwas.co.uk
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            COWES WEEK
        

      
            The country’s biggest yachting spectacular on the choppy seas around the Isle of Wight (
            Click here
            ). 
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            WOMAD
        

      
            Roots and world music take centre stage at this festival in a country park in the south Cotswolds. www.womad.org
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            TRUCK
        

      
            Indie music festival in Oxfordshire, known for its eclectic acts. www.thisistruck.com

      
            August
        

      
            Schools and colleges are closed, parliament is in recess, the sun is shining (hopefully), most people go away for a week or two, and the nation is in holiday mood.
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            INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL & FRINGE
        

      
            Edinburgh’s most famous August happening is its International Festival and Fringe, but this month
            the city also has an event
            for anything you care to
            name – books, art, theatre, music, comedy, marching bands… www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk
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            NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL
        

      
            A multicultural Caribbean-style street carnival in the London district of Notting Hill. Steel drums, dancers, outrageous costumes (
            Click here
            ). 
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            READING FESTIVAL 

      
            Venerable rock and pop festival, always still a good bet for big-name bands. www.readingfestival.com
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            LEEDS FESTIVAL
        

      
            Reading’s northern sister. Same weekend, same line-up, with bands shuttling between the two (
            Click here
            ). 
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            NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD OF WALES 

      
            The largest celebration of native Welsh culture, steeped in history, pageantry and pomp; held at various venues around the country (
            Click here
            ). 
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            BRECON JAZZ FESTIVAL
        

      
            Smoky sounds at one of
            Europe’s leading jazz festivals, in the charming mid-Wales town of Brecon. Click here
        

      
            September
        

      
            The first week of September is still holiday time, but then schools reopen, traffic returns
            to normal, and the summer party’s over
            for another year. Ironically, the weather’s often better than August’s, now everyone’s back at work.
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            BESTIVAL
        

      
            Quirky music festival with a different fancy dress theme every year, at Robin Hill Country Park
            on the Isle of Wight. www.bestival.net

      
            [image: categoryactivitiespng]
            GREAT NORTH RUN
        

      
            Tyneside plays host to the biggest half marathon in the world with the greatest number of runners in any race at this distance. www.greatrun.org
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            ABERGAVENNY FOOD FESTIVAL 

      
            The mother of all epicurean festivals and the
            champion of Wales’ burgeoning food scene. www.abergavennyfoodfestival.com
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            BRAEMAR GATHERING 

      
            The biggest and most famous Highland Games in the Scottish calendar, traditionally attended by members of the royal family. Highland dancing, caber-tossing and bagpipe-playing. www.braemargathering.org

      
            October
        

      
            October means autumn. The leaves are falling from the trees. Sights and attractions start to shut down for the low season, and accommodation rates drop as hoteliers try to entice a final few guests before winter.
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            HORSE OF THE YEAR SHOW
        

      
            The country’s major indoor horse event, with dressage, show-jumping and other equine activities, at the NEC arena near Birmingham (
            Click here
            ). 
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            DYLAN THOMAS FESTIVAL
        

      
            A celebration of the Welsh laureate’s work with readings, events and talks in Swansea (
            Click here
            ). 

      
            November
        

      
            Winter’s here, and November is a dull month. The weather is often cold and damp, summer is a distant memory and Christmas is still too far away. 
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            GUY FAWKES NIGHT
        

      
            Also called Bonfire Night, 5 November sees fireworks fill the country’s skies in commemoration of a failed attempt to blow up parliament way back in 1605. www.bonfirenight.net
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            REMEMBRANCE DAY
        

      
            Red poppies are worn and wreaths are laid in towns and cities around the country on 11 November in commemoration of fallen military personnel. www.poppy.org.uk

      
            December
        

      
            Schools break up earlier, but shops and businesses keep going until Christmas Eve; the last weekend before Christmas Day is busy on the roads as people visit friends and family, or head for the airport.
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            STONEHAVEN FIREBALL FESTIVAL 

      
            The Scottish fishing town of Stonehaven celebrates Hogmanay with a spectacular procession of fireball-swinging locals. www.stonehavenfireballs.co.uk
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            NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS
        

      
            The last night of December sees fireworks and street parties in town squares across the country. London’s Trafalgar Sq is where the city’s largest crowds gather to herald in the New Year.
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        itineraries

      

    

    
      
                Whether you’ve got six days or 60, these itineraries provide a starting point for the trip of a lifetime. Want more inspiration? Head online to lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to chat with other travellers.
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                Two weeks
            
            Best of Britain

      
            Start with a full day in the nation’s capital, 
                London
            
            , simply walking the streets to admire the world-famous sights: Buckingham Palace, Tower Bridge, Trafalgar Sq and more. Then head southwest to the grand cathedral cities of 
                Winchester
            
            and 
                Salisbury
            
            , across to the iconic menhirs of 
                Stonehenge
            
            , and their less well-known counterpart 
                Avebury Stone Circle
            
            , then onwards to the beautiful historic city of 
                Bath
            
            . 

      
            Loop over to 
                Chepstow
            
            and 
                Cardiff
            
            for a taste of Wales, then cruise across the classic English countryside of the 
                Cotswolds
            
            to reach 
                Oxford
            
            . Not far away is 
                Stratford-upon-Avon
            
            , for everything Shakespeare.
        

      
            Strike out north to 
                Edinburgh
            
            for another great castle, before crossing down to 
                York
            
            for its glorious cathedral and first-class train museum. Keep going south to reach 
                Cambridge
            
            , another ancient university city, and enjoy the last few days back in 
                London
            
            , immersed in galleries, museums, luxury shops, street markets, West End shows or East End cafes – or whatever takes your fancy.
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                One month
            
            The Full Monty

      
            This is a trip for those with time, or an urge to see everything. So brace yourself, and let’s be off. 

      
            After a day or two in 
                London
            
            , head southeast to 
                Canterbury
            
            , then along the coast to hip and happening 
                Brighton
            
            . For a change of pace, divert to the 
                New Forest
            
            , then up to historic 
                Winchester
            
            and 
                Salisbury
            
            with their awe-inspiring cathedrals. Next, religion of a different kind: the ancient stone circles at 
                Stonehenge
            
            and 
                Avebury
            
            .
        

      
            Go westwards to 
                Bath
            
            , with its grand Georgian architecture, Roman remains and famous spas, and then over the border to reach Wales. Stop off at the energetic little city of 
                Cardiff
            
            , then head north through to the whaleback hills of 
                Brecon Beacons National Park
            
            to reach the quirky book-mad town of 
                Hay-on-Wye
            
            .
        

      
            Then it’s back to England, and east into the 
                Cotswolds
            
            , with its rolling hills, quintessential rural scenery and chocolate-box towns like
            
                Chipping Norton
            . Not far away is the famous university town of 
                Oxford
            
            , as well as the ancient town of 
                Warwick 
            with its spectacular castle, and Shakespeare’s birthplace 
                Stratford-upon-Avon
            
            .
        

      
            Continue north to 
                Chester
            
            , for its famous city walls, diverting into North Wales for the grand castles at 
                Conwy
            
            and 
                Caernarfon
            
            , and the equally stunning mountains of 
                Snowdonia
            
            . If time allows and the weather’s good, you can take a train to the top of the highest peak!
        

      
            Then ferry across the Mersey to 
                Liverpool
            
            , with a famous musical heritage and revitalised waterfront, or to 
                Manchester
            
            for a taste of big-city life, followed by a total change of scenery in the tranquil mountains of the 
                Lake District
            
            .
        

      
            Just to the north is the sturdy border town of 
                Carlisle
            
            , and one of Britain’s most impressive Roman remains, 
                Hadrian’s Wall
            
            .
        

      
            Hop across the border to Scotland, via the tranquil 
                Southern Uplands
            
            , to reach good-time 
                Glasgow
            
            . Then trek to 
                Fort William
            
            , maybe diverting up 
                Ben Nevis
            
            , from where it’s easy to reach the beautiful 
                Isle of
                Skye
            . Then it’s time to head south again, via 
                Stirling Castle 
            to 
                Edinburgh
            
            , and on through the abbey towns of 
                Melrose 
            and
            
                Jedburgh
            . 

      
            Back in England, you can marvel at the castle and cathedral of 
                Durham
            
            and the ancient Viking capital of 
                York
            
            , before taking in the ancient university city of
            
                Cambridge
            , and enjoying the last few days back in 
                London
            
            .
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                One month
            
            Walk on the Wild Side

      
            Some itineraries focus on cities, but this is a tour through the best of Britain’s natural landscape. So put on your hiking boots, or have a camera at the ready, as we take a south–north meander through some of the country’s finest stretches of countryside. 

      
            Start in the 
                New Forest
            
            , for a spot of walking, cycling or horse-riding, then keep heading west, via Dorset’s fossil-ridden 
                Jurassic Coast
            
            , to reach the lonely hills and granite tors of 
                Dartmoor
            
            . Detour to 
                Land’s End
            
            , where the English mainland plunges into the Atlantic, then travel the stunning cliffs and bays of 
                Cornwall’s North Coast 
            and the rich farmland of 
                Devon
            
            to reach the gorse-clad hills of 
                Exmoor
            
            . 

      
            Cross the River Severn into Wales; hike through the rolling hills of the 
                Brecon Beacons 
            or go down to the sea in 
                Pembrokeshire
            
            . Then aim north through remote and little-visited 
                Mid-Wales 
            to reach 
                Snowdonia
            
            – with mountains for walkers and steam trains for all the family. Nearby is the beautiful 
                Isle of Anglesey
            
            .
        

      
            Then it’s back to England, through the moors and valleys of the 
                Peak District
            
            and 
                Yorkshire Dales
            
            – two of England’s best-known and best-loved national parks. Westwards from Yorkshire and across the 
                Pennines
            
            – the chain of hills known as ‘England’s backbone’ – takes you into Cumbria, and the high peaks of the 
                Lake District
            
            , once the spiritual home for Wordsworth and the Romantic poets, now providing inspiration for walkers and hikers – including England’s highest summit 
                Scaféll Pike
            
            .
        

      
            Head northwards again, over (or along) the spectacular Roman remains of 
                Hadrian’s Wall
            
            to reach 
                Northumberland National Park
            
            , England’s final frontier. The landscape is wild and often unforgiving – but for outdoor fans that’s its very attraction.
        

      
            Next, it’s across the border into Scotland, and the delightful hills and forests of the 
                Southern Uplands
            
            . Further north two new national parks await: the glorious combination of 
                Loch Lomond & the Trossachs
            
            , and the mountain wilderness of the 
                Cairngorms
            
            .
        

      
            That may be wonder enough, but Britain’s pastoral pleasures are crowned by 
                Northwest Scotland
            
            , the famous Highlands and islands, where jewels include peaks like 
                Ben Nevis
            
            (Britain’s highest summit) and remote ranges such as 
                Torridon
            
            and 
                Assynt
            
            , while out to sea the lovely islands – 
                Arran, Skye, Mull, Islay, Jura, North Uist, South Uist, Lewis, Harris
            
            – bask in the afternoon sun…
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                Two to Three Weeks
            
            Urban Odyssey

      
            To get away from the main track and dig under Britain’s skin a little, take this ride through some of the country’s less well-known and revitalised cities.
        

      
            Kick off in 
                Bristol
            
            , former poor cousin to neighbouring Bath, but today a city with fierce pride, a rich historic legacy and a music scene that rivals cool northern outposts. Divert to 
                Cardiff
            
            , once a provincial backwater, but now the seat of the devolved Welsh government – and another musical hotbed. 

      
            Next stop is 
                Birmingham
            
            , a city that oozes transformation, with a renovated waterside, energised museums and a space-age shopping centre. Nearby is 
                Nottingham
            
            , forever associated with Robin Hood, but renowned today for very merry nightlife. If hitting the dance floor isn’t your thing, relax in the city’s great pubs. 

      
            But don’t dawdle. Sup up your pint. We’re off again, this time to 
                Leeds
            
            , where rundown factories and abandoned warehouses have been turned into loft apartments, ritzy boutiques and stylish department stores, hence the nickname ‘Knightsbridge of the North’.
        

      
            Shopping not your thing? No problem. On we go to 
                Newcastle-upon-Tyne
            
            , the one-time king of coal and steel, now given up on heavy industries in favour of art and architecture – and also famous for to-the-hilt partying. Cross the Millennium Bridge to twin-city 
                Gateshead 
            to visit Baltic, a former grain mill turned cutting-edge art gallery, before catching a show at the fabulous Sage concert hall. And don’t miss Britain’s best-known work of public art, the iconic (and gigantic) Angel of the North.
        

      
            Still want more? It’s got to be 
                Glasgow
            
            . No longer completely overshadowed by Edinburgh, Scotland’s other great city boasts fabulous galleries, welcoming pubs and clubs, some truly electric venues, and – only in Scotland – slick but unpretentious bars.
        

      
            Pausing only for coffee and toast, it’s back to England again and the city of 
                Liverpool
            
            . The Beatles are done to death, but there’s a lively 
                current
            
            music scene, and this one-time port is reinventing itself as a cultural hot spot, epitomised by the new museums and galleries along the historic waterfront. 

      
            To finish your tour, it’s just a few miles east to 
                Manchester
            
            , the self-styled ‘Barcelona of Britain’ and a long-time stage for musical endeavour, with thriving arts and club scenes, galleries a go-go, dramatic new architecture and – oh yes – a rather well-known football team.
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                Two weeks
            
            Highland Fling

      
            This itinerary is a circuit of Scotland’s finest and most famous sights, and naturally starts in 
                Edinburgh
            
            , where highlights include the famous castle, as well as the Royal Mile, the new parliament and the haunts of the Old Town. For a change of pace, hop over to 
                Glasgow
            
            for a day or two as well.

      
            Then head northwest to see Scotland’s other great castle at 
                Stirling
            
            . Next stop is 
                Callander
            
            , a good base for exploring the 
                Trossach mountains
            
            – part of Loch
            Lomond & the Trossachs National Park – for a first taste of Highland scenery. 

      
            Continue north, and the landscape becomes ever more impressive, culminating in the grandeur of 
                Glen Coe
            
            . Keen hill-walkers will pause for a day at 
                Fort William
            
            to trek to the top of 
                Ben Nevis
            
            (plus another day to recover!) before taking the 
                ‘Road to the Isles’
            
            past glorious 
                Glenfinnan
            
            to the lovely little port of
                Mallaig
            . 

      
            Take the ferry to the 
                Isle of Skye
            
            , then head back to the mainland to reach pretty 
                Plockton
            
            and magnificent 
                Glen Torridon
            
            . Onwards, via the lively outpost of 
                Ullapool
            
            , takes you into the British mainland’s furthest reaches, the big-sky wilderness of 
                Sutherland
            
            , before looping south to finish your tour at
            
                Inverness
            .
        

      
            
                Two weeks
            
            Edge of England

      
            If you like the outdoors, and prefer flocks of birds to crowds of people, try this backwater route along England’s eastern fringe.
        

      
            Start in sleepy 
                Suffolk
            
            , a favourite spot for boaters, bikers, painters and birdwatchers. Quaint villages and stout market towns such as 
                Sudbury
            
            and 
                Lavenham
            
            dot the landscape, while along the coast are wildlife reserves, shingly beaches, fishing ports such as 
                Aldeburgh
            
            and the delightfully retro seaside resort of 
                Southwold
            
            .
        

      
            Things get even quieter as you head into 
                Norfolk
            
            , especially around the misty lakes and windmill-lined rivers of 
                the Broads
            
            . For big-sky strolls or historic country pubs, head for the villages along the coast near 
                Wells-next-the-Sea
            
            .
        

      
            Across the border in Lincolnshire lies the eerie, pan-flat landscape of 
                The Fens
            
            , now a haven for otters and all kinds of birdlife. Then it’s north again into Yorkshire, where the massive breeding seabird colonies at 
                Bempton Cliffs
            
            are one of England’s finest wildlife spectacles. 

      
            Enjoy quirky 
                Robin Hood’s Bay
            
            and bustling 
                Whitby
            
            , to finally round things off with a blustery stroll between the landmark castles of 
                Bamburgh
            
            and 
                Dunstanburgh
            
            on the wild 
                Northumberland coast
            
            .
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                Two weeks
            
            Welsh Wander

      
            The coast and countryside of Wales has long been a favourite with visitors, and this tour includes most of the hot spots. Combine it with the Southwest Meander for a longer jaunt along part of Britain’s Celtic fringe. Start in 
                Cardiff
            
            , with its fantastical castle, gigantic rugby stadium, revitalised waterfront and stunning Millennium Centre concert hall. Head west via the beautiful beaches of the 
                Gower
            
            to reach the clear waters and sandy beaches of 
                Pembrokeshire
            
            . Don’t miss the charming market town of 
                St Davids
            
            and its beautiful cathedral. Continue up the coast via pretty 
                Aberaeron
            
            to 
                Aberystwyth
            
            , through ‘alternative’ 
                Machynlleth 
            to reach 
                Harlech 
            and its ancient castle. Divert to tranquil 
                Isle of Anglesey
            
            and historic 
                Beaumaris Castle
            
            ,
             
            then strike through the mountains of 
                Snowdonia
            
            to reach
                Conwy 
            (another stunning castle) and the seaside resort 
                Llandudno
            
            . Southwards takes you through 
                Llangollen
            
            , with its jolly steam trains and vertiginous aqueduct,
             
            then along the England–Wales borderlands to book-mad 
                Hay-on-Wye
            
            . Loop inland to peaceful 
                Brecon
            
            and foodie 
                Abergavenny
            
            , then saunter down the 
                Wye Valley 
            to finish at the frontier town of 
                Chepstow – 
            and yet another amazing castle.
        

      
            
                Two weeks
            
            Southwest Meander

      
            The southwest of England takes a bit of effort to reach but repays in full with a rich green landscape dotted with hills and moors, surrounded by glistening seas.
        

      
            Start in 
                Bristol
            
            , the capital of the Westcountry, then saunter down through the flatlands of Somerset to reach 
                Glastonbury
            
            – famous for its annual music festival and the best place to stock up on candles or crystals at any time of year. West leads to heathery 
                Exmoor
            
            . South leads into 
                Dorset
            
            , where highlights include picturesque 
                Shaftsbury
            
            and the fossil-strewn 
                Jurassic Coast
            
            .
        

      
            Onwards into Devon, and there’s a choice of coasts, as well as 
                Dartmoor
            
            , the highest and wildest hills in southern Britain.
        

      
            Cross into Cornwall to explore the 
                Eden Project
            
            , where giant space-age greenhouse domes are home to a range of habitats from jungle to desert. In another era entirely is 
                Tintagel Castle
            
            , the legendary birthplace of King Arthur. Nearby, you can wax your board in 
                Newquay
            
            , epicentre of England’s surf scene, or browse the galleries at 
                St Ives
            
            . 

      
            The natural finish to this wild west tour is 
                Land’s End
            
            , where the mainland comes to a final full stop. Sink a drink in the First and Last pub, and promise yourself a return trip some day…
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        Britain’s outdoors

      

    

    
      
            
                Best Long-Distance Routes
            

            
                Coast to Coast Walk, Cotswold Way, West Highland Way, Southwest Coast Path, Pembrokeshire Coast Path, Offa’s Dyke Path
            

            
                Best for Short Walks
            

            
                Yorkshire Dales, Cotswolds, South Downs, Brecon Beacons, Southern Uplands
            

            
                Best for Coast Walks
            

            
                Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, Northumberland,
                Norfolk and Suffolk, Pembrokeshire, Isle of Skye

            
                Best for Leisurely
                Cycling

            
                Norfolk and Suffolk, Somerset, Wiltshire, Dorset, Cotswolds, Gower Peninsula, Isle of Anglesey, Central Scotland
            

            
                Best Mountain Biking
            

            
                Yorkshire, Peak District, Southern Uplands, Mid-Wales, Snowdonia
            

            
                Best Time to Go
            

            
                
                    Summer (June–August)
                
                Best time for walking and cycling in England and Wales; weather is usually hot and dry

            
                
                    Late spring (May) and early autumn (September)
                
                The seasons either side of summer can also be good in England and Wales, and are often the best time for outdoor activities in Scotland

        

      
            What’s the best way to slow down, meet the locals and get off the beaten track as you travel around Britain? Simple: go for a walk, get on a bike or enjoy any other kind of outdoor activity. With a bit of hiking or cycling you’ll appreciate and understand Britain more than you ever can on a coach tour, and becoming 
                actively
            
            involved in the country’s way of life is much more rewarding than staring at it through a camera lens or car window. 

      
            Walking and cycling are the most popular of all outdoor activities – for locals and visitors alike – because they open up some beautiful corners of the country and can be done virtually on a whim. For walkers, there’s no need to apply for trekking permits, arrange sherpas or carry tents.
            Cyclists can be equally spontaneous; if you don’t have a bike, you can easily hire one.

      
            How much you do is your choice. On foot or two wheels you can enjoy relaxed saunters or work up a sweat on long tours, amble across plains or conquer lofty mountains. There’s something for young and old, and these activities are often perfect for families, too. 

      
            But if walking or cycling is too gentle for your tastes, Britain supplies the goods for thrill seekers, too. The coast has excellent spots for surfing and sailing, while rock-climbers can test their skills on mountains, cliffs and crags – and that’s before we get onto cutting-edge activities like coasteering and kite-surfing. 

      
            So pack your bags and your sense of adventure. Whatever your budget, a walk or ride through the British countryside – and possibly something involving a bit more adrenalin – could be a highlight of your trip.
        

      
            WALKING
        

      
            Britain can sometimes seem a crowded place, so open areas are highly valued by the British, and every weekend millions of people go walking in the countryside. It might be a short riverside stroll or a major hike over mountain ranges – or anything in between. You could do a lot worse than join them. 

      
            You can walk from place to place in true backpacking style, maybe following one of Britain’s famous long-distance national trails. Or you can base yourself in one spot for a week or so, and go out on walks each day to explore the surrounding countryside. The options really are limitless.
        

      
            Where to Walk
        

      
            Although you can walk pretty much anywhere in Britain, some areas are better than others. Here’s a rundown of our favourites:
        

      
            
                Southern England
            
        

      »
            The chalky hills of the South Downs stride across the counties of West Sussex (
            Click here
            ) and East Sussex (
            Click here
            ), but the highest and wildest area in southern England is Dartmoor (
            Click here
            ), dotted with Bronze Age remains and granite outcrops called ‘tors’ – looking for all the world like abstract sculptures. Nearby Exmoor (
            Click here
            ) has heather-covered hills cut by deep valleys and a lovely stretch of coastline, while the entire coast of the southwest peninsula from Dorset to Somerset offers dramatic walking conditions – especially along the beautiful cliff-lined shore of Cornwall.
        

      
        
            
                SAMPLING THE LONG ROUTES
            

            
                Although Britain’s long-distance trails have official start and finish points, you don’t have to do the whole thing end-to-end in one go. Many people walk just a section for a day or two, or use the main route as a basis for loops exploring the surrounding area.
            

        

      


      
            
                Central England
            
        

      »
            The gem of central England is the Cotswold hills (
            Click here
            ), classic English countryside with gentle paths through neat fields, mature woodland and pretty villages of honey-coloured stone. The Marches (
            Click here
            ), where England borders Wales, are similarly bucolic with more good walking options. For something higher, aim for the Peak District (
            Click here
            ), divided into two distinct areas: the White Peak, characterised by limestone, farmland and verdant dales, ideal for gentle strolls; and the Dark Peak, with high peaty moorlands, heather and gritstone outcrops, for more serious hikes.
        


      
        
            
                THE ANCIENT ART OF MUNRO BAGGING
            

            
                At the end of the 19th century an eager hill walker named Sir Hugh Munro published a list of 545 Scottish mountains measuring over 3000ft (914m) – a height at which he believed they gained special significance. Of these summits he classified 277 as mountains in their own right (new surveys have since revised this to 283), the rest being satellite peaks of lesser consequence (known as ‘tops’). Today any Scottish mountain over the magical 3000ft mark is called a Munro, and many keen hill walkers now set themselves the target of summiting (or ‘bagging’) all 283. 

            
                Munro bagging started soon after the list was published. By 1901 the Reverend AE Robertson had become the first person to bag the lot, and between 1901 and 1981 another 250 people managed to climb all the Munros, but the huge increase in hill walking from the 1980s saw the number of ‘Munroists’ soar; by 2010 the total was to 4500. 

            
                To the uninitiated it may seem odd that Munro baggers see plodding around in the mist as time well spent, but the quest is, of course, more than merely ticking names on a list – it takes walkers to some of the wildest, most beautiful parts of Scotland.
            

            
                Once you’ve bagged all the Munros you can move on to the Corbetts – hills over 2500ft (700m) with a drop of at least 500ft (150m) on all sides – and the Donalds, lowland hills over 2000ft (610m). 

        

      

      
            
                Northern England
            
        

      »
            The Lake District (
            Click here
            ) is the heart and soul of walking in England, a wonderful area of soaring peaks, endless views, deep valleys and, of course, beautiful lakes. On the other side of the country, the rolling hills of the Yorkshire Dales (
            Click here
            ) make it another very popular walking area. Further north, keen walkers love the starkly beautiful hills of Northumberland National Park (
            Click here
            ), while the nearby coast is less daunting but just as dramatic – perfect for wild seaside strolls.
        

        
        
            
                HILL WALKING IN
                SCOTLAND – A MATTER
                OF TIMING

            
                Consider the following when
                planning your trip. Get up-to-date information at www.outdooraccess-scotland.com.

            
                
                    October–March
                
                May need ice axe and crampons for higher hills; for experienced mountaineers only.

            
                
                    Mid-June–August
                
                Midges; see www.midgeforecast.co.uk and Click here
                .
            

            
                
                    Mid-April–end May
                
                Avoid lambing areas.

            
                
                    12 August–third week in October
                
                Grouse shooting.

            
                
                    1 July–15 February
                
                Deer stalking; peaks August to October.

        

      

      
            
                South & Mid-Wales
            
        

      »
            The Brecon Beacons (
            Click here
            ) is a large range of gigantic rolling whaleback hills with broad ridges and table-top summits, while out in the west is Pembrokeshire (
            Click here
            ), a wonderful array of beaches, cliffs, islands, coves and harbours, with a hinterland of tranquil farmland and secret waterways, and a relatively mild climate year-round.
        

      
            
                North Wales
            
        

      »
            For walkers, North Wales 
                is
            
            Snowdonia (Click here
            ), where the remains of ancient volcanoes bequeath a striking landscape of jagged peaks, sharp ridges and steep cliffs. There are challenging walks on Snowdon itself – at 1085m, the highest peak in Wales – and many more on the surrounding Glyders or Carneddau ranges, or further south around Cadir Idris. 

      
            
                Southern & Central Scotland
            
        

      »
            This extensive region embraces several areas just perfect for keen walkers, including Ben Lomond, the best-known peak in the area, and the nearby Trossachs range (
            Click here
            ), now within the new Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park. Also here is the splendid Isle of Arran (
            Click here
            ), with a great choice of coastal rambles and high-mountain hikes.
        

      
        
            
                FRESH-AIR FREEDOM
            

            
                The absolute pleasure of walking in Britain is mostly thanks to the ‘right of way’ network – public paths and tracks across private property, especially in England and Wales. In Britain nearly all land (including in national parks) is privately owned, but if there’s a right of way you can follow it through fields, pastures, woods, even farmhouse yards, as long as you keep to the route and do no damage. In some mountain and moorland areas, walkers can move freely beyond the rights of way, and explore at will. Known as ‘freedom to roam’, where permitted it’s clearly advertised with markers on gates and signposts. For more see www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk.
            

            
                Scotland has a different legal system, so there aren’t so many actual rights of way, but the Scottish Outdoor Access Code allows walkers to cross most land providing they act responsibly. There are restrictions during lambing time, birth-nesting periods and the grouse- and deer-hunting seasons. For details see www.outdooraccess-scotland.com.
            

        

      

      
            
                Northern & Western Scotland
            
        

      »
            For serious walkers, this is heaven, where the forces of nature have created a mountainous landscape of utter grandeur, including two of Scotland’s most famous place names, Glen Coe (
            Click here
            ) and Ben Nevis (
            Click here
            ), Britain’s highest mountain at 1343m. Off the west coast lie the dramatic mountains of the Isle of Skye (
            Click here
            ). Keep going north and west, and things just keep getting better: a remote and beautiful area, sparsely populated, with scenic glens and lochs, and some of the largest, wildest and finest mountains in Britain.
        

      
            Long-Distance Walks
        

      
            Many walkers savour the chance of completing one of Britain’s famous long-
            distance routes, and there are so many to choose from you’d easily wear out your boots trying to do them all. Some long-distance walking routes are obscure and exist only in dedicated guidebooks, while others are high profile with signposts and route markers as well as being highlighted on Ordnance Survey maps. The most high-profile routes are the national trails – clearly marked on the ground and on the map, so ideal for beginners or visitors from overseas – although this doesn’t mean they’re all easy; some are long and pass through tough terrain. Most routes take between one and two weeks to complete, although some are longer. As with the short walks, there are many options, and it’s easy to pick a route that suits your experience and the time you have available.

      
            Because Britain doesn’t have the endless tracts of wilderness found in some other countries, when you’re on the route you’re rarely more than a few miles from a village, meaning overnight stops can be at inns or B&Bs – you don’t 
                have
            
            to camp. And you don’t even have to carry your pack if you don’t want to; baggage services operate on most popular routes, carrying your kit between each night’s accommodation. It may be the soft option, but it certainly makes the walking far more enjoyable.

      
            
                Coast to Coast Walk
            
            (190 miles) A top-quality trail across northern England, through three national parks and a spectacular mix of valleys, plains, mountains, dales and moors. 

      
            
                Cotswold Way
            
            (102 miles) A delightful walk through classic picture-postcard countryside with fascinating smatterings of English history along the way.

      
            
                Cumbria Way
            
            (68 miles) A wonderful Lake District hike, keeping mainly to the valleys, with breathtaking views of the mountains on either side. 


      
            
                Hadrian’s Wall
            
            (84 miles) A new national trail following the famous Roman structure all the way across northern England, and giving the Coast to Coast a run for its money in the popularity stakes.

      
            
                Pennine Way
            
            (256 miles) The granddaddy of them all, Britain’s oldest national trail; an epic hike along the mountainous spine of northern England. 

      
            
                South West Coast Path
            
            (610 miles) A roller-coaster romp round England’s southwest peninsula, past beaches, bays, shipwrecks, seaside resorts, fishing villages and clifftop castles. 

      
            
                Thames Path
            
            (173 miles) A journey of contrasts beside England’s best-known river, from rural Gloucestershire to the heart of London. 

      
            
                Pembrokeshire Coast Path
            
            (186 miles) Marking the line where West Wales drops suddenly into the sea, passing popular beaches and isolated clifftop stretches.

      
            
                Offa’s Dyke Path
            
            (178 miles) Following Britain’s longest archaeological monument, the 8th-century ditch that still largely marks the boundary between Wales and England

      
            
                Great Glen Way
            
            (73 miles) A largely level walk on paths and forest tracks beside Loch Ness and the Caledonian Canal.

      
            
                St Cuthbert’s Way
            
            (62 miles) Following the footsteps of the 6th-century missionary through southern Scotland and northern England.

      
            
                Southern Upland Way
            
            (212 miles) Scotland’s coast to coast, a tough and committing trek through remote hills and moorlands.

      
            
                West Highland Way
            
            (95 miles) One of Britain’s top favourites, through glens and beside lochs with spectacular scenery all the way.


      
            CYCLING
        

      
            A bike is the perfect mode of transport for exploring back-road Britain. Once you escape the busy main highways, a vast network of quiet country lanes winds through fields and peaceful villages, ideal for cycle touring. 

      
            Mountain bikers can go further into the wilds on the tracks and bridleways that cross Britain’s hills and high moors, or head for the dedicated mountain-bike centres where specially built single-track trails wind through the forests, with options of varying difficulty, all indicated green to black in ski-resort style.
        

      
        
            
                ROUTE OF ALL KNOWLEDGE
            

            
                For comprehensive coverage of a selection of long and short walking routes, we (naturally) recommend Lonely Planet’s very own 
                    Walking in Britain,
                
                which also covers places to stay and eat along the way. If you’re on two wheels, we have 
                    Cycling Britain,
                
                a selection of touring routes around the country. For more ideas, 
                    Cycling in the UK 
                is an excellent route book published by bike campaign group Sustrans, while 
                    100 Greatest Cycling Climbs
                
                by Simon Warren is essential reading for those who delight in an uphill challenge. 

        

      

      
            Whether on-road or off-road is your thing, the options are truly enticing. You can cruise through gently rolling landscapes, taking it easy and stopping for cream teas, or you can thrash all day through hilly areas, revelling in steep ascents and swooping downhill sections. 

      
            You can cycle from place to place, staying in B&Bs (many of which are cyclist friendly), or you can base yourself in one area for a few days. All you need is a map and a sense of adventure, and the highways and byways of Britain are yours for the taking.
        

      
        
            
                THE NATIONAL CYCLE NETWORK
            

            
                Anyone riding a bike through Britain will almost certainly come across the National Cycle Network (NCN), a UK-wide, 10,000-mile web of roads and traffic-free tracks. 

            
                The whole scheme is the brainchild of Sustrans (derived from ‘sustainable transport’), a campaign group barely taken seriously way back in 1978 when the network idea was first announced. But the growth of cycling, coupled with car congestion, has earned the scheme lots of attention – not to mention serious millions from government and regional authorities.
            

            
                Strands of the network in cities are aimed at commuters or school kids (where the network follows streets and cyclists normally have their own lane, separate from motor traffic), while other sections follow the most remote roads in the country. 

            
                Several long-distance touring routes use the most scenic sections of the NCN – plus a few less-than-scenic urban sections, it has to be said. Other features include a great selection of artworks to admire along the way. In fact, the network is billed as the country’s largest outdoor-sculpture gallery. The whole scheme is a resounding success and a credit to the visionaries who persevered against inertia all those years ago. For more details see www.sustrans.org.uk.
            

        

      

      
            Where to Cycle
        

      
            While you can cycle anywhere in Britain, some areas are better than others. Here’s an overview of some favourite areas.
        

      
            
                Southern England
            
        

      »
            Down in Southwest England, Cornwall and Devon are beautiful and enjoy a good climate, but the rugged landscape can mean tough days in the saddle if you overdo the mileage. The neighbouring counties of Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire have more gentle hills (plus a few steep valleys to keep you on your toes) and a beautiful network of quiet lanes, making them perfect for leisurely cycle touring. In Hampshire, the ancient woodland and open heath of the New Forest (
            Click here
            ) is especially good for on-road and off-road rides, while in Sussex the South Downs have numerous mountain-bike options.
        

      
            
                Eastern England
            
        

      »
            Norfolk and Suffolk are generally low-lying counties, with quiet lanes winding through picturesque villages, past rivers, lakes and welcoming country pubs – easy-pedalling country.
        

      
            
                Central England
            
        

      »
            The Cotswold hills (
            Click here
            ) offer good cycling options, with lanes through farmland and quaint villages. From the western side of the hills you get fantastic views over the Severn Valley, but you wouldn’t want to go up this escarpment too often!
            Further west, the Marches (Click here
            ) are another rural delight, with good quiet lanes and some off-road options in the hills. The Peak District (
            Click here
            ) is a very popular area for mountain biking and road cycling, although the hills are steep in places. More leisurely options are excellent cycle routes cutting through the landscape along disused railways – dramatic and effortless at the same time.
        

      
        
            
                BOOTS & BIKES – HANDY RESOURCES
            

            
                
                    www.ctc.org.uk
                
                Cyclists’ Touring Club (the UK’s recreational cycling and campaigning body); includes cycle-hire directory and mail-order service for maps and books.

            
                
                    www.mtbbritain.co.uk
                
                For off-road rides.

            
                
                    www.nationaltrail.co.uk
                
                Specifics on some longer walking routes.

            
                
                    www.ramblers.org.uk
                
                Ramblers’ Association (Britain’s leading organisation for walkers); a mine of background information and it produces 
                    Walk Britain
                
                , an invaluable annually updated handbook listing walker-friendly accommodation.
            

        

      

      
            
                Northern England
            
        

      »
            It’s no accident that many of Britain’s top racing cyclists come from northern England – the mountain roads make an excellent training ground. The North York Moors (
            Click here
            ) and Yorkshire Dales (
            Click here
            ) both offer exhilarating off-road rides and great cycle touring; the hills mean some routes can be strenuous, but the scenery is superb and well worth the effort. 

      
            
                Wales
            
        

      »
            The varied Welsh landscape, crossed by a wonderful network of lanes and tracks, makes an excellent place to cycle, although much of it is hilly, so low gears will often be the order of the day. The lovely lanes of Pembrokeshire (
            Click here
            ) are excellent on a bike – although the bits near the coast can be hilly. The Brecon Beacons National Park (
            Click here
            ) is popular for cycle tourists and off-roaders, while north of the park much of Mid-Wales offers excellent on- and off-road cycling in a scenic and surprisingly little-visited region. In the north, the rugged peaks of Snowdonia (
            Click here
            ) provide a dramatic backdrop to any cycling trip. The nearby Isle of Anglesey (
            Click here
            ) is not so hilly and the quiet lanes are perfect for touring. For mountain biking there are several dedicated areas, Coed-y-Brenin being one of the favourites.
        

      
            
                Scotland
            
        

      »
            The Scottish Borders (
            Click here
            ) is an excellent area for cycle touring, with a combination of rolling farmland, lochs, glens, hills and a peaceful, intimate charm. For off-road fans, the 7Stanes (
            Click here
            ) is a fantastic range of specially constructed routes in Galloway Forest Park and several other sites across the region. Cyclists in search of the wild and remote will love the Highlands (
            Click here
            ); there aren’t many roads, but traffic is usually light. As you pass majestic mountains, beautiful lochs and coasts with views of mystical islands, it won’t just be the pedalling that takes your breath away.
        

      
            OTHER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
        

      
            While walking and cycling can be done at the drop of a hat, many other outdoor activities need a bit more organisation – and often specialist kit, as well as guides or instructors. Below are a few ideas to inform and inspire. If you need more details while you’re travelling in Britain, tourist offices can advise about specialist local operators and adventure centres.
        

      
        
            
                RULES OF THE ROAD
            

            
                Bicycles aren’t allowed on motorways, but you can ride on all other public roads, although main roads (A roads) tend to be busy with cars and trucks so should be avoided. Many B roads suffer heavy motor traffic too, so the best places for cycling are the small C roads and unclassified roads (‘lanes’) that cover rural Britain,
                especially in lowland areas, meandering through quiet countryside and linking
                small, picturesque villages.

            
                For off-roaders, cycling is 
                    not
                
                allowed on footpaths in England and Wales, but it is
                allowed on unmade roads or bridleways (originally for horses but now for bikes, too) that are a public right of way. Scotland’s separate laws allow mountain-bikers the same
                access to open country enjoyed by walkers, which means you can legally ride on footpaths, though in reality you’re often better off sticking to established tracks and trails. More details are available at local tourist offices or www.outdooraccess-scotland.com.

        

      

      
            Coasteering
        

      
            If sometimes a simple clifftop walk doesn’t cut the mustard, then the wacky activity of coasteering might appeal. It’s like mountaineering, but instead of going up a mountain, you go sideways along a coast – a steep and rocky coast – with waves breaking around your feet. And if the rock gets too steep, no problem – you jump in and start swimming. The mix of steep cliffs, sandy beaches and warm water makes Pembrokeshire the UK’s prime coasteering spot, and it’s also offered in Anglesea, Cornwall and Devon. Outdoor centres provide wetsuits, helmets and buoyancy aids. You provide an old pair of training shoes and a sense of adventure. For more information see www.coasteering.org.
        

      
            Kitebuggying
        

      
            Bring together a wing-shaped parachute, three wheels, a good breeze and – whoosh –
            you’re picking up serious speed across the beach. Welcome to kitebuggying. Often available wherever you find big stretches of flat sand, good places to start include various beaches in Cornwall and Devon, as well as Pembrey in Carmarthenshire and Burnham Deepdale in Norfolk, a great backpacker-friendly base for other activities, too. 

      
        
            
                WEATHER WATCH
            

            
                It’s always worth remembering the fickle nature of Britain’s weather. At any time of year, if you’re walking on the hills or open moors:
            

            ❑
                carry warm and waterproof clothing (even in summer)
            

            ❑
                take a map and compass (and know how to use them)
            

            ❑
                bring some drink, food and high-energy stuff such as chocolate
            

            ❑
                leave details of your route with someone if going off the beaten track
            

        

      

      
            Horse Riding & Pony Trekking
        

      
            If you want to explore the hills and moors, but walking or cycling is too much of a sweat, seeing the wilder parts of Britain from horseback is highly recommended. In rural areas and national parks like Dartmoor, the Brecon Beacons, Northumberland and southern Scotland, riding centres cater to all levels of proficiency – with ponies for kids and beginners, and horses for the more experienced. The British Horse Society (www.bhs.org.uk) lists approved riding
            centres offering day rides or longer holidays on horseback.

      
            Mountain Boarding & Kite-Boarding
        

      
            Imagine hurtling down a grassy hillside on a gigantic skateboard with four oversize wheels, and you’ve pretty much got mountain boarding. If that’s not enough, add a wing-shaped parachute, and it’s a kite-board – so you can get the wind to pull you around whenever gravity gives up. There are mountain- and kite-boarding centres in Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Shropshire, Cornwall, the Brecon Beacons and near Helensburgh in Scotland (among other places). For more information see www.atbauk.org.
        

      
            Rock Climbing & Mountaineering
        

      
            Britain is the birthplace of modern rock climbing, and few places in the world offer such a wide range of mountains, cliffs and crags in such a compact area – not to mention an ever-growing number of indoor climbing walls. 

      
            Areas for mountaineering include the high mountains of Scotland (especially the northwest), with favourite spots including Glen Coe, the area around Ben Nevis and the Cuillin Ridge on the Isle of Skye. In Wales the crags, cliffs and quarries of Snowdonia offer long and short routes, while England’s main centre for long routes is the Lake District, and there are some fine short routes here as well. 

      
            Popular areas for short or single-pitch climbing are the Peak District and Yorkshire Dales. In southern England, good climbing areas include Cheddar Gorge and Dartmoor. Britain also offers the exhilaration of sea-cliff climbing, most notably in Pembrokeshire and Cornwall; nothing makes you concentrate more on finding the next hold than waves crashing 30m below!
        

      
            The website of the British Mountaineering Council (www.thebmc.co.uk) covers access rules (don’t forget: all mountains and outcrops are privately owned), indoor climbing walls, competitions and so on. In Scotland the main bodies are the Scottish Mountaineering Club (www.smc.org.uk) and the Mountaineering Council of Scotland (www.mountaineering-scotland.org.uk). 

      
            Skiing & Snowboarding
        

      
            Scotland is far enough north to offer Britain’s only serious ski conditions, and even then the snow is thin on the ground some years. The main season is from January to April, but it’s sometimes possible to ski from as early as November to as late as May. Just turn up at the slopes, hire some kit, buy a day pass and off you go. Ski and snowboarding centres include Cairngorm (
            Click here
            ) near Aviemore, with almost 30 runs spread over an extensive area; Glenshee between Perth and Braemar, with the largest network of lifts and the widest range of runs; Lecht between Ballater and Grantown-on-Spey, the smallest and most remote centre; and the Nevis Range (
            Click here
            ) near Fort William, offering the highest runs, the grandest setting and some of the best off-piste potential. For more information see www.snowsportscotland.org and www.ski-scotland.com.

      
            Sailing & Windsurfing
        

      
            Britain’s nautical heritage means sailing is a very popular pastime, in everything from tiny dinghies to ocean-going yachts. More recently there’s been a massive surge in windsurfing, too. Favourite spots include the coasts of Norfolk and Suffolk, southeast England, Devon, Cornwall, the Isle of Wight, the Gower Peninsula, Pembrokeshire, the Menai Strait and Llŷn Peninsula. In Scotland head for the Firth of Forth near Edinburgh, the area north of Largs (west of Glasgow) or
            Inverness. Britain also has many inland lakes and reservoirs, ideal for training, racing or just pottering. The Royal Yachting Association (www.rya.org.uk) 
            can provide details on training centres where you can improve your skills or simply charter a boat for pleasure.
        

      
            Surfing
        

      
            Britain may not seem an obvious place for surfing, but conditions are surprisingly good, and the huge tidal range means a completely different set of breaks at low and high tides. If you’ve come from the other side of the world, you’ll be delighted to learn that summer water temperatures in Britain are roughly equivalent to winter temperatures in southern Australia. But wetsuit-protected, there are many excellent surf opportunities. Top of the list is the Atlantic-facing west coast of Cornwall and Devon – Newquay (
            Click here
            ) is surf central, with all the trappings from Kombi vans to bleached hair – and there are smaller surf scenes on the west coast, notably Norfolk and Yorkshire. In Wales, the main surf areas include the Gower, Pembrokeshire, Anglesey and the Llŷn Peninsula, while Scotland has some of the best breaks in
            Europe – though water temperatures can be, er, bracing – notably around Thurso and in the Outer Hebrides, where conditions are outstanding. At the main spots, it’s easy enough to hire boards and wetsuits. The British Surfing Association (www.britsurf.co.uk) can provide details on instruction centres, courses, competitions and so on.

      
            Kitesurfing
        

      
            If regular surfing doesn’t offer enough airtime, strap on a wing-shaped parachute and let the wind do the work. Brisk breezes, decent waves and great beaches make Cornwall a favourite spot for kitesurfing, but it’s possible all round the British coastline, and there are several training centres to show you the ropes. The British Kite Surfing Association (www.kitesurfing.org) has more information.
        

      
            Scrambling
        

      
            Scrambling is a specific activity in Britain, covering the twilight zone between serious hiking and relatively easy rock climbing, and basically means moving up a steep rocky section of cliff or hillside, using your hands as well as your feet – and often involves a little rush of adrenalin too. While experienced climbers may cruise effortlessly up a scramble route, someone new to the game may need a rope and a lot of encouragement. Classic scrambles in Britain include Bristly Ridge and Crib Coch in Snowdonia, Jack’s Rake and Striding Edge in the Lake District, and the Aonach Eagach Ridge in Glen Coe. Local guidebooks can suggest many more. It’s great fun, as long as you know what you’re doing.
        


        
        
            
                MAPS
            

            
                The UK’s national mapping agency, Ordnance Survey, produces some of the finest mapping in the world. Use the 1:50,000 Landranger series for cycling and 1:25,000-scale Explorer maps for walking. In the mountains, Harvey maps are excellent.
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                Best Regions for Kids
            

            
                London
            

            
                The capital has children’s attractions galore; many are free
            

            
                Devon, Cornwall & Wessex
            

            
                Lovely beaches and reliable weather, though crowded in summer
            

            
                The Midlands
            

            
                Caverns and ‘show caves’, plus former railways now traffic-free cycle routes
            

            
                Oxford & the Cotswolds
            

            
                Oxford has Harry Potter connections; the Cotswolds is ideal for little-leg strolls
            

            
                Lake District & Cumbria
            

            
                Longer walks, zip-wires and kayaks for teenagers; boat-rides and Beatrix Potter for the youngsters
            

            
                Wales
            

            
                Long coast of beaches and pony-trekking in the hill-country. And loads of castles…
            

            
                Southern Scotland
            

            
                Edinburgh and Glasgow have kid-friendly museums;
                the Southern Uplands offer mountain-biking for a range of levels

            
                Scottish Highlands & Islands
            

            
                Hardy teenagers can plunge into various outdoor activities, while dolphin-spotting boat trips are fun for all the family
            

        

      
            Britain is great for travel with children because it’s compact, with a lot of attractions in a small area. So when the kids in the back of the car say ‘are we nearly there yet?’ your answer can often be ‘yes’. Throughout this book, we’ve highlighted many family-friendly attractions. With a bit of planning, and some online research to get the best bargains, having the kids on board can make your trip even more enjoyable. 

      
            Britain for Kids
        

      
            Many places of interest cater for kids as much as adults. At the country’s historic castles, for example, mum and dad can admire the medieval architecture, while the kids will have great fun striding around the battlements. In the same way, many national parks and holiday resorts organise specific activities for children. It goes without saying that everything ramps up in the school holidays.
        

      
            Bargain Hunting
        

      
            Most visitor attractions offer family tickets – usually two adults plus two children, for less than the sum of the individual entrance charges. Most offer cheaper rates for solo parents and kids, too. Be sure to ask, as these are not always clearly displayed. 

      
            On the Road
        

      
            If you’re going by public transport, trains are great for families: intercity services have plenty of room for luggage and extra stuff like buggies, and the kids can move about a bit when bored. In contrast, they need to stay in their seats on long-distance coaches. 

      
            If you’re hiring a car, most (but not all) rental firms can provide child seats – but you’ll need to check this in advance. Most will not actually fit the child seats; you need to do that yourself, for insurance reasons.
        

      
            Dining, not Whining
        

      
            When it comes to refuelling, most cafes and teashops are child friendly. Restaurants are mixed: some offer high chairs and kiddy portions; others firmly say ‘no children after 6pm’. 

      
            Children under 18 are usually not allowed in pubs serving just alcohol. Pubs also serving meals usually allow children of any age (with their parents) in England and Wales, but in Scotland they must be over 14 and must leave by 8pm. If in doubt, simply ask the bar staff.
        

      
            And finally, a word on another kind of
            refuelling: Britain is still slightly buttoned up about breastfeeding; older folks may
            tut-tut a bit if you give junior a top-up in public, but if done modestly it’s usually
            considered OK.

      
            Children’s Highlights
        

      
            Best Hands-on Action
        

      
            Please do not touch? No chance. Here are some places where grubby fingers and enquiring minds are positively welcomed.
        

      »
            
                Science Museum, London
            
            Seven floors of educational exhibits, at the mother of all science museums.

      »
            
                Magna, Yorkshire
            
            Formerly one of the world’s largest steel works, and now a science adventure centre.

      »
            
                Enginuity, Ironbridge 
            Endless hands-on displays at the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution.
        

      »
            
                National Waterfront Museum, Swansea
            
            Great interactive family fun.

      »
            
                Glasgow Science Centre
            
            Bringing science and technology alive through hundreds of engaging exhibits.

      »
            
                Discovery Museum, Newcastle
            
            Tyneside’s rich history on display; highlights include a buzzers-and-bells science maze.

      
        
            
                HANDY WEBSITES
            

            
                
                    Baby Goes 2  
                
                    (www.babygoes2.com)
                
                Advice, tips and encouragement (and a stack of adverts) for families on holiday.

            
                
                    Mums Net  
                
                    (www.mumsnet.com)
                
                No-nonsense advice on travel and more from a gang of UK mothers.

        

      

      
            Best Fresh Air Fun 

      
            If the kids tire of castles and museums, you’re never far from a place for outdoor activities to blow away the cobwebs.
        

      »
            
                Wildlife Cruises, Scotland’s west coast
            
            What child could resist a boat trip to see seals, porpoises and dolphins, maybe even a whale? 

      »
            
                Puzzle Wood, Forest of Dean
            
            Wonderful woodland playground with mazy paths, weird rock formations and eerie passageways.

      »
            
                Whinlatter Forest, Cumbria
            
            Highlights include a Go Ape adventure park and excellent mountain-bike trails, plus live video feeds from red squirrel cams.

      »
            
                Bewilderwood, Norfolk
            
            Zip wires, jungle bridges, tree-houses, marsh walks, boat trips, mazes and all sorts of old-fashioned outdoor adventure. 

      »
            
                Lyme Regis & the Jurassic Coast, Dorset
            
            Guided tours to find your very own prehistoric fossil.

      »
            
                Tissington Trail, Derbyshire 
            Cycling this former railway is fun and almost effortless. You can hire kids’ bikes, tandems and trailers. Don’t forget to hoot in the tunnels!
        

      
            Planning
        

      
            When to Go
        

      
            The best time for families to visit Britain is pretty much the best time for everyone else – from April/May to the end of September. It’s worth avoiding August – the heart of school summer holidays – when prices go up and roads are busy, especially near the coast. Other school holidays are two weeks around Easter Sunday, and mid-December to early January, plus three week-long ‘half-term’ breaks – usually late February (or early March), late May and late October. 

      
            Places to Stay 

      
            Some hotels welcome kids (with their parents) and provide cots, toys and babysitting services, while others maintain
            an adult atmosphere. Many B&Bs offer ‘family suites’ of two adjoining bedrooms with one bathroom, and an increasing number of hostels (YHA/SYHA and
            independent) have family rooms with four or six beds – some even with private bathroom attached. If you want to stay in one place for a while, renting a holiday
            cottage is ideal (Click here
            ). Camping is very popular with British families, and there are lots of fantastic campsites, but you’ll usually need all your own kit.
        

      
        
            
                ALL CHANGE
            

            
                On the sticky topic of dealing with nappies, most museums and other attractions in Britain usually have good baby-changing facilities (cue old joke: I swapped mine for a nice souvenir). Elsewhere, some city-centre public toilets have baby-changing areas, although these can be a bit grimy; your best bet for clean facilities is an upmarket department store. On the road, baby-changing facilities are usually bearable at motorway service
                stations and OK at out-of-town
                supermarkets.

        

      

      
            Best Rainy-Day Distractions 

      
            For those inevitable gloomy days, head for the indoor attractions. Don’t forget the nation’s great collection of museums.
            Alternatively, try outdoor stuff like coasteering in Cornwall or canyoning in
            the Lake District. It’s always fun – wet or
            dry.

      »
            
                Cadbury World, Birmingham 
            Dentists may cry, but kids love the story of chocolate. And yes, there are free samples. 

      »
            
                Underground Edinburgh
            
            Take a guided tour of the haunted vaults beneath the medieval Old Town.

      »
            
                Eden Project, Cornwall
            
            It may be raining outside, but inside these giant domes it’s forever tropical forest or Mediterranean climate.

      »
            
                Cheddar Gorge Caves, Wessex
            
            Finally nail the difference between stalactites and stalagmites in the Westcountry’s deep caverns. 

      »
            
                Underground Passages, Exeter 
            Explore medieval catacombs – the only system of its kind open to the public in England.
        

      
            Best Stealth Learning
        

      
            Secretly exercise their minds while the kids think they are ‘just’ having fun.
        

      »
            
                At-Bristol
            
            One of Britain’s best interactive science museums, covering space, technology and the human brain. 

      »
            
                Jorvik Centre, York
            
            Excellent smells-and-all Viking settlement reconstruction.

      »
            
                Natural History Museum, London
            
            Highlights include the life-size blue whale and animatronic dinosaurs.

      »
            
                Thinktank, Birmingham 
            Every display comes with a button or a lever at this edu-taining science museum. 

      »
            
                National Space Centre, Leicester 
            Spacesuits, zero-gravity toilets and mini-astronaut training – guaranteed to boost little minds. 

      »
            
                Centre for Alternative Technology, Machynlleth
            
            Educational, fun and truly green – great for curious kids. 
        

      »
            
                Our Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh
            
            A slick extravaganza of whiz-bang special effects and 3D movies about all things geological and environmental.

    

  
    
	  
        
          
            Top of section
          
        

      

      
        regions at a glance

      

    

    
      
            
                [image: 10-london-loc-bri9]

            

            
                
                    London
                

            

            
                History
            

            
                Entertainment
            

            
                Museums
            

            
                HISTORIC STREETSCAPES
            

            
                London’s ancient streets contain many of Britain’s best-known and history-steeped landmarks. The echoes of the footfalls of monarchs, poets, whores and saints can still be detected in places like the Tower of London, Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral and the capital’s many palaces, while pubs and coaching inns that once served the likes of Dickens, Shelley, Keats and Byron are still pouring pints today.
            

            
                ENTERTAINMENT
            

            
                From West End theatres to East End clubs, from Camden’s rock venues to Covent Garden’s opera house, from tennis at Wimbledon to cricket at Lord’s or football at Wembley, London’s world-famous venues and arenas offer a perpetual clamour of entertainment. 

            
                MUSEUMS & GALLERIES
            

            
                London has museums and galleries of
                every shape and size – and most of the very best are free.

        

        

            Click here
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                Canterbury & Southeast England
            

        

      
            Churches
        

      
            History
        

      
            Food & Drink
        

      
            CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL
        

      
            One of the finest cathedrals in Europe, one of the most holy places in Christendom and a highlight of any visit to Britain – today’s tourists do little to diminish its ancient venerable status. 

      
            INVASION HERITAGE
        

      
            The southeast has always been a gateway for Continental arrivals. Castles and fortresses, the 1066 battlefield and secret wartime tunnels tell the region’s story of invasion and defence.
        

      
            FOOD & DRINK
        

      
            Kent is deseredly known as the Garden of England, long celebrated for hops, fruit, fish and vineyards. Sussex isn’t far behind, with England’s finest sparkling wine giving the French stuff a run for its euro.
        

      

            Click here
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                Oxford, Cotswolds & Around
            

        

      
            Houses
        

      
            Villages
        

      
            Food & Drink
        

      
            STATELY HOMES
        

      
            Favoured by the rich and powerful for centuries, this region is scattered with some of the finest stately homes and country houses in Britain. Top of the pile is the baroque masterpiece of Blenheim Palace.
        

      
            VILLAGES
        

      
            Littered with implausibly picturesque ‘chocolate-box’ scenes of stone cottages with thatched roofs, the Cotswolds villages provide a charming snapshot of rural England, little changed since medieval times. 

      
            CREAM TEAS
        

      
            If you’re craving a proper cream tea with all the trimmings in historic surroundings, nearly every scenic village in this region has at least one tearoom – and you couldn’t find a better place to indulge.
        

      

            Click here
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                Southwest England
            

        

      
            Coastline
        

      
            History
        

      
            Activities
        

      
            BEACHES
        

      
            Britain’s southwest peninsula juts determinedly into the Atlantic and an almost endless chain of sandy beaches – some big, some small, some brash, some tranquil –
            offering something for everyone. 

      
            STONE CIRCLES
        

      
            This ancient landscape is nowhere more epitomised than the mysterious stone circle of Stonehenge. Nearby is Avebury, even bigger than Stonehenge, surrounded by many other reminders of the past.
        

      
            OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
        

      
            If you like to take it nice and easy, come to walk the moors or tootle along cycle trails. If you prefer life fast and furious, come to surf the best waves in England, or learn to dive or kitesurf.
        

      

            Click here
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                Cambridge & East Anglia
            

        

      
            Churches
        

      
            Coastline
        

      
            Lakes
        

      
            CATHEDRALS
        

      
            The magnificent cathedrals of East Anglia soar above the flat landscape, testament to the region’s past wealth and prosperity. Highlights are Ely and Norwich, while lesser-known gems include Peterborough and St Albans.
        

      
            COASTLINE
        

      
            With historic villages still proud of their nautical heritage, seaside resorts like Southwold or Great Yarmouth, wide sandy beaches, delightful old pubs and globally important bird reserves, this coast is rich and varied.
        

      
            THE BROADS
        

      
            This tranquil haven of lakes and meandering waterways in Norfolk and Suffolk is protected as a national park – an ideal spot for pleasure boating, birding, canoeing, cycling or walking.
        

      

            Click here
        

      
            [image: 15-midlands-marches-loc-bri9]

        

      
            
                Birmingham,
                the Midlands & the Marches

        

      
            Activities
        

      
            Houses
        

      
            Food & Drink
        

      
            OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
        

      
            The Peak District National Park, along with Cannock Chase, the Shropshire Hills, the Roaches, the Malvern Hills, Offa’s Dyke Path, the Tissington Trail and the Pennine Cycleway, makes this region great for hiking and biking.
        

      
            STATELY HOMES
        

      
            Grand houses like Haddon Hall, Burghley House and Chatsworth promise walls dripping with oil paintings, sprawling, deer-filled grounds and priceless heirlooms. 

      
            FOOD & DRINK
        

      
            Foodies take note: Birmingham is the curry capital of the country (and, increasingly, a magnet for Michelin-starred chefs), while the tiny town of Ludlow is an epicentre of gastronomic exploration.
        

      

            Click here
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                Yorkshire
            

        

      
            Activities
        

      
            Food & Drink
        

      
            History
        

      
            OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
        

      
            With rolling hills, scenic valleys and high moors and a cliff-lined coast all protected by national parks, Yorkshire is a natural adventure playground for hiking, biking, surfing and rock climbing.
        

      
            FOOD & DRINK
        

      
            Lush pasture means Yorkshire beef and lamb is sought after, while the famous breweries of Masham turn out excellent real ales, always best sampled in one of Yorkshire’s excellent traditional pubs.
        

      
            HISTORY
        

      
            From York’s Viking heritage and the ancient abbeys of Rievaulx, Fountains and Whitby, to the in­dustrial archaeology of Leeds, Bradford and Sheffield, you can follow several of Britain’s most important historical narratives in Yorkshire.
        

      

            Click here
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                Manchester, Liverpool & Northwest England
            

        

      
            Museums
        

      
            Sport
        

      
            Towns
        

      
            MUSEUMS
        

      
            The northwest’s collection of heritage sites – from the wonderful People’s History Museum in Manchester to the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool – is testament to the region’s rich history and its ability to keep it alive. 

      
            FOOTBALL
        

      
            Two cities – Liverpool and Manchester – give the world four famous clubs, including the two most successful in English history. The National Football Museum in Manchester is just another reason for fans to visit this region.
        

      
            BLACKPOOL 

      
            The queen of England’s classic seaside resorts keeps going, thanks to the rides of the Pleasure Beach amusement park, where adrenalin junkies can
            always find a fix.

      

            Click here
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                Lake District & Cumbria
            

        

      
            Mountains
        

      
            Lakes
        

      
            Activities
        

      
            MOUNTAINS
        

      
            Cumbria is the most mountainous part of England, a stunningly beautiful region that famously moved William Wordsworth to write his ode to ‘a host of golden daffodils’. 

      
            LAKES
        

      
            Dotted between the mountains sit numerous lakes. Some are big and famous – Windermere, Coniston, Ullswater – while others are small, hidden and little known. The Lake District National Park protects this striking and valuable landscape.
        

      
            WALKING
        

      
            If anywhere is the heart and soul of walking in England, it’s the Lake District. Casual strollers find gentle routes through the foothills and valleys, while serious hikers tackle the high peaks and fells.
        

      

            Click here
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                Newcastle & Northeast England
            

        

      
            History
        

      
            Landscapes
        

      
            Castles
        

      
            HADRIAN’S WALL
        

      
            One of the world’s premier Roman Empire sites, this potent symbol of power and defence strides its way for over 70 miles across the neck of England, from Tyneside to the Solway Firth. You can travel its length, stopping off at forts along the way.
        

      
            BIG LANDSCAPES
        

      
            If it’s widescreen vistas you’re after, the northeast never fails to please. From the golden beaches of Northumberland to the high moors of the Pennine uplands, great views are guaranteed.
        

      
            CASTLES
        

      
            Northumberland’s vast expanse is dotted with some of Britain’s finest castles, all acting as reminders of the centuries-long scrap between Scots and English over these remote borderlands.
        

      

            Click here
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                Cardiff
            

        

      
            Architecture
        

      
            Sport
        

      
            Nightlife
        

      
            ARCHITECTURE
        

      
            From the medieval battlements of Caerphilly Castle and the fantastic­al structures of Cardiff Castle to Victorian shopping arcades and Cardiff Bay’s ultramodern waterfront, the Welsh capital has plenty to keep building buffs interested.
        

      
            SPORT
        

      
            Cardiff is the home of Welsh sport, with Millennium Stadium dominating the centre. The city is never more alive than during a rugby international, when the singing from the stands resonates through the streets.
        

      
            NIGHTLIFE
        

      
            A lively alternative music scene, some swish bars and a swath of old- fashioned pubs attract hordes of generally good-humoured lads and ladettes every weekend.
        

      

            Click here
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                Pembrokeshire & South Wales
            

        

      
            Coastline
        

      
            Castles
        

      
            Countryside
        

      
            COASTAL SCENERY
        

      
            South Wales boasts two of Britain’s most beautiful stretches of coast – the Gower Peninsula and Pembrokeshire. Between them offering clifftop walks, family-friendly beaches, surfing hot spots and watery adventures such as sea-kayaking and coasteering.
        

      
            CASTLES
        

      
            South Wales has some of the best
            castles, including Chepstow and Pembroke, while remote Carreg Cennen in the heart of the Brecon Beacons is the most spectacularly positioned of them all.

      
            COUNTRYSIDE
        

      
            Inland from the coast, and away from the towns and cities, South Wales is spoilt with bucolic green pastures, most notably in Monmouthshire and Carmarthenshire.
        

      

            Click here
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                Hay-on-Wye &
                Mid-Wales

        

      
            Wildlife
        

      
            Towns
        

      
            Food
        

      
            WILDLIFE
        

      
            In the mountains and moors of Brecon Beacons and many other parts of the region you can spot birds of prey, most famously the once-rare red kites – and most easily at feeding stations such as Gigrin Farm in Rhyader – while coastal Ceredigion shelters important wetland habitats.
        

      
            MARKET TOWNS
        

      
            From book-obsessed Hay-on-Wye and food-obsessed Aber­gavenny to quirky Llanwrtyd Wells and quaint Llandrindod Wells, the market towns of Mid-Wales are full of charm.
        

      
            FOOD
        

      
            Restaurants, inns and country gastropubs throughout the region are at the forefront of a new Welsh gastronomy, focussing on the finest fresh, locally grown, organic
            ingredients.

      

            Click here
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                Snowdonia & North Wales
            

        

      
            Mountains
        

      
            History
        

      
            Coastline
        

      
            MOUNTAINS
        

      
            Home to some of Britain’s finest mountain scenery south of the Scottish Highlands – and for most visitors much more accessible – Snowdonia‘s imposing peaks provide a scenic backdrop for innumerable outdoor pursuits.
        

      
            INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
        

      
            Welsh slate once roofed much of the world and the region’s quarries and caverns bear witness to the lives of generations of workers, while rejuvenated railways now shunt tourists through spectacular terrain.
        

      
            BEACHES
        

      
            From the North Coast’s popular resort towns to the surf spots on Anglesey and the quiet bays of the Llŷn Peninsula, North Wales has plenty of beach to go round.
        

      

            Click here
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                Edinburgh
            

        

      
            History
        

      
            Culture
        

      
            Food
        

      
            HISTORY
        

      
            Perched on a brooding black crag overlooking the city centre, Edinburgh Castle has played a pivotal role in Scottish history. And on the edge of the city lies medieval Rosslyn Chapel, Scotland’s most beautiful and
            enigmatic church.

      
            CULTURE
        

      
            Dubbed the Athens of the North, the Scottish capital is
            a city of high culture and lofty ideals, of art and literature, philosophy and science.

      
            FOOD
        

      
            The last decade has seen a boom in the number of restaurants in Edinburgh – while Scottish cuisine has been given a makeover with inventive chefs using top-quality
            local produce. 

      

            Click here
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                Glasgow & Southern Scotland
            

        

      
            Museums
        

      
            Churches
        

      
            Houses
        

      
            MUSEUMS & GALLERIES
        

      
            Glasgow’s mercantile, industrial and academic history has left the city with a wonderful legacy of museums and art galleries, dominated by the grand Victorian cathedral of culture that is the Kelvingrove.
        

      
            HISTORIC ABBEYS
        

      
            Rolling countryside and ruined abbeys are the big draws along the country’s southern border, where you’ll find the Gothic ruins of Melrose, Jedburgh and Dryburgh abbeys.
        

      
            STATELY HOMES
        

      
            The peace that followed the Act of Union saw landowners build luxurious homes for their families. Highlights of this region include Culzean Castle, Paxton House, Floors Castle and Mellerstain House.
        

      

            Click here
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                Stirling & Central Scotland
            

        

      
            Castles
        

      
            Islands
        

      
            Drinks
        

      
            CASTLES
        

      
            Central Scotland is home to the greatest concentration of castles in the country, from regal Stirling and the turreted splendour of Craigievar to the more restrained elegance of Crathie and Balmoral.
        

      
            ISLANDS
        

      
            Island hopping is a great way to explore Scotland’s western seaboard, and the islands of this region – wild Jura, scenic Mull and the jewel of Iona – provide a brilliant
            introduction.

      
            WHISKY
        

      
            No trip to Scotland is complete without a visit to a whisky distillery – the Speyside region and the isle of Islay are
            epicentres of the
            industry.

      

            Click here
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                Inverness,
                the Highlands & Northern Islands

        

      
            Activities
        

      
            Landscapes
        

      
            History
        

      
            OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
        

      
            Between them, the Cairngorm resort of Aviemore, gateway to snow sports in winter and wild hill walking in summer, and Fort William, self-styled Outdoor Capital of the UK, offer enough adventure to keep you busy for a year.
        

      
            SCENERY
        

      
            Landscape photo­graphers are spoilt for choice, with classic views ranging from the mountain beauty of Glen Coe and the snow-patched summits of the Cairngorms to the rock pinnacles of the Cuillin Hills.
        

      
            HISTORY
        

      
            The region is rich in prehistoric remains, including the standing stones of Callanish and the neolithic settlement of Skara Brae, while abandoned rural communities are a sombre reminder of the 18th-century Clearances.
        

      

            Click here
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                Channel Islands
            

        

      
            Coastline
        

      
            Wildlife
        

      
            Museums
        

      
            COASTLINE
        

      
            The Channel Islands take in spectacular sea cliffs, coves and beaches – from Jersey and Guernsey’s surf beaches to idyllic swimming spots like Herm’s Shell Beach and Sark’s tidal Venus Pool.
        

      
            WILDLIFE
        

      
            The islands are a haven for wildlife, including birdlife. Alderney is a particular hot spot: see thousands of gannets and the world’s only breeding colony of blonde hedgehogs onshore, and puffins and grey Atlantic seals offshore. 

      
            MUSEUMS
        

      
            Medieval castles, fortresses and old war tunnels are some of the atmospheric settings for museums spanning subjects from shipwrecks to the islands’ occupation during WWII, as well as island life over the centuries.
        


            Click here
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                England Highlights
            
[image: 1] Spend more time (and money) than you’d planned in England’s (and Britain’s) endlessly entertaining capital, 
                    London 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 2] Be a Jane Austen character for the day in elegant 
                    Bath 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 3] Wander lonely as a cloud in the idyllic 
                    Lake District
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 4] Explore medieval walls, Viking sights and smells, soaring Gothic minister – 
                    York 
                (
                Click here
                ) is a history buff’s delight
            
[image: 5] Fall in love with the impossibly quaint villages of the 
                    Cotswolds 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 6] Get some higher education among the dreamy spires of 
                    Oxford 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 7] Punt along the river in 
                    Cambridge 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 8] See how wild scenery and ancient engineering combine at 
                    Hadrian’s Wall
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 9] Catch a play or visit the Bard’s grave in 
                    Stratford-upon-Avon
                 
                (Click here
                )
            




    

  
    
      
        
          
            Top of section
          
        

      

      
            [image: 10-london-loc-bri9]

        

      
            
                London
            

            
                TELEPHONE CODE: 020
                /
                POP: 7.51 MILLION
                / 
                AREA: 609 SQ MILES

        

        
        

     Includes »

     Sights

     Tours

     Festivals & Events

     Sleeping

     Eating

     Drinking

     Entertainment

     Shopping




      
            
                Why Go?
            

            
                Everyone comes to London with a preconception shaped by a multitude of books, movies, TV shows and songs. Whatever yours is, prepare to have it shattered by this endlessly fascinating, amorphous city. You could spend a lifetime exploring it and find that the slippery thing’s gone and changed on you. One thing is constant: that great serpent of a river enfolding the city in its sinuous loops, linking London both to the green heart of England and the world. From Roman times the world has come to London, put down roots and whinged about the weather. There is no place on earth that is more multicultural; any given street yields a rich harvest of languages. Those narrow streets are steeped in history, art, architecture and popular culture. With endless reserves of cool, London is one of the world’s great cities, if not the greatest.
            

        

      
            
                When to Go?
            

            
                April in the city sees daffodils in bloom, costumed marathon runners and London’s edgiest music event, the Camden Crawl. In June you’ll find the parks filled with people, Trooping the Colour, summer arts festivals, gay pride and Wimbledon. London in December is all about Christmas lights on Oxford and Regent Sts, and perhaps a whisper of snow.
            

        

      
            
                Best Places to Eat
            

            »
                Bistrot Bruno Loubet (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Ottolenghi (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Tamarind (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Hakkasan (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                St John (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                Best Places to Stay
            

            »
                Haymarket Hotel (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Hazlitt’s (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Hoxton (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Zetter Hotel (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Palmers Lodge (
                Click here
                )
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                London Highlights
            
[image: 1] Watching the world pass by on a sunny day in 
                    Regent’s Park
                 
                (Click here
                ) or any of London’s other green oases
            
[image: 2] Admiring the booty of an empire at the 
                    British Museum
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 3] Losing your head in history at the 
                    Tower of London
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 4] Meeting the dead famous in 
                    Westminster Abbey
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 5] Discovering the next cool thing in skinny jeans in one of Camden’s 
                    live music venues
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 6] Seeing the locals through beer goggles on a 
                    Hoxton
                 
                (Click here
                ) bar hop
            
[image: 7] Getting closer to God at the top of the dome of 
                    St Paul’s Cathedral
                 
                (Click here
                )
            
[image: 8] Enjoying some proper Cockney barrow boy banter at 
                    Columbia Road Flower Market 
                (
                Click here
                )
            
[image: 9] Ending the day on the Thames near 
                    Tower Bridge
                 
                (Click here
                ) – a Waterloo sunset’s fine but one by the bridge is even better 




      
             
            History
        

      
            London first came into being as a Celtic village near a ford across the River Thames, but it wasn’t until after the Roman invasion, in the year 43, that the city really began to take off. The Romans enclosed their Londinium in walls that are still echoed in the shape of the City of London (the big ‘C’ City) today.
        

      
            By the end of the 3rd century AD, Londinium was almost as multicultural as it is now, with 30,000 people of various ethnic groups and temples dedicated to a variety of cults. Internal strife and relentless barbarian attacks took their toll on the Romans, who abandoned Britain in the 5th century, reducing the conurbation to a sparsely populated backwater.
        

      
            The Saxons then moved in to the area, establishing farmsteads and villages. Their ‘Lundenwic’ prospered, becoming a large, well-organised town divided into 20 different wards. As the city grew in importance, it caught the eye of Danish Vikings, who launched many invasions and razed the city in the 9th century. The Saxons held on until, finally beaten down in 1016, they were forced to accept the Danish leader Knut (Canute) as King of England, after which London replaced Winchester as its capital. In 1042 the throne reverted to the Saxon Edward the Confessor, whose main contribution to the city was the building of Westminster Abbey.
        

      
            The Norman Conquest saw William the Conqueror marching into London, where he was crowned king. He built the White Tower (the core of the Tower of London), negotiated taxes with the merchants, and affirmed the city’s independence and right to self-government. From then until the late 15th century, London politics was largely taken up by a three-way power struggle between the monarchy, the church and city guilds.
        

      
            The greatest threat to the burgeoning city was that of disease caused by unsanitary living conditions and impure drinking water. In 1348 rats on ships from Europe brought the bubonic plague, which wiped out a third of London’s population of 100,000 over the following year.
        

      
            London was consolidated as the seat of law and government in the kingdom during the 14th century. An uneasy political compromise was reached between the factions, and the city expanded rapidly in the 16th century under the House of Tudor.
        

      
            The Great Plague struck in 1665 and by the time the winter cold arrested the epidemic, 100,000 Londoners had perished. Just as the population considered a sigh of relief, another disaster struck. The mother of all blazes, the Great Fire of 1666, virtually razed the place. One consequence was that it created a blank canvas upon which master architect Sir Christopher Wren could build his magnificent churches.
        

      
            London’s growth continued unabated, and by 1700 it was Europe’s largest city, with 600,000 people. An influx of foreign workers brought expansion to the east and south, while those who could afford it headed to the more salubrious environs of the north and west, divisions that still largely shape London today.
        

      
            Georgian London saw a surge in artistic creativity, with the likes of Dr Johnson, Handel, Gainsborough and Reynolds enriching the city’s culture while its architects fashioned an elegant new metropolis. At the same time the gap between rich and poor grew ever wider, and lawlessness was rife.
        

      
            In 1837, 18-year-old Victoria ascended the throne. During her long reign (1837–1901), London became the fulcrum of the expanding British Empire, which covered a quarter of the earth’s surface. The Industrial Revolution saw the building of new docks and railways (including the first underground line in 1863), while the Great Exhibition of 1851 showcased London to the world. The city’s population mushroomed from just over two million to 6.6 million during Victoria’s reign.
        


      
        
            
                HAVE YOUR SAY
            

            Found a fantastic restaurant that you're longing to share with the world? Disagree with our recommendations? Or just want to talk about your most recent trip?

            Whatever your reason, head to lonelyplanet.com, where you can post a review, ask or answer a question on the Thorntree forum, comment on a blog or share your photos and tips on Groups. Or you can simply spend time chatting with like-minded travellers. So go on, have your say.

            


      
            Although London suffered relatively minor damage during WWI, it was devastated by the Luftwaffe in WWII, when huge swaths of the centre and East End were flattened and 32,000 people were killed. Ugly housing and low-cost developments were hastily erected in postwar London, and immigrants from around the world flocked to the city and once again changed its character. On 6 December 1952 the Great Smog descended, a lethal combination of fog, smoke and pollution caused by residential coal fires, vehicle exhausts and industry, killing some 4000 people.
        

      
            Prosperity gradually returned, and the creative energy that had been bottled up in the postwar years was suddenly unleashed. London became the capital of cool in fashion and music in the ‘Swinging Sixties’. The party didn’t last long, however, and London returned to the doldrums in the harsh economic climate of the 1970s. Since then the city has surfed up and down the waves of global economics, hanging on to its position as the world’s leading financial centre even during the recent international banking crisis.
        

      
            In 2000 the modern metropolis got its first Mayor of London (as opposed to the Lord Mayor of the City of London), an elected role covering the City and all 32 urban boroughs, a position held (at the time of research) by bicycle-riding Boris Johnson, a Conservative known for his unruly shock of blond hair and appearances on TV game shows.
        

      
            July 2005 was a roller-coaster month for London. Snatching victory from the jaws of Paris (the favourites), the city won its bid to host the 2012 Olympics and celebrated with a frenzy of flag waving. The following day, the celebrations abruptly ended as suicide bombers struck on three tube trains and a bus, killing 52 people. Only two weeks later a second terrorist attack was foiled. But Londoners are not easily beaten and they immediately returned to the tube, out of both defiance and pragmatism.
        

      
            At the time of writing, preparations for the Olympics were in full swing. A new East London overground line opened in 2010, while new sporting venues were sprouting all over the East End.
        

      
        
            
                WANT MORE?
            

            
                For in-depth information, reviews and recommendations at your fingertips, head to the Apple App Store to purchase Lonely Planet’s London City Guide iPhone app.
            

            
                Alternatively, head to Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/england/london) for planning advice, author recommendations, traveller reviews and insider tips.
            

        

      

      
        
            
                LONDON IN…
            

            
                Two Days
            

            
                Only two days? Start in 
                    Trafalgar Sq
                
                and see at least the outside of all the big-ticket sights – 
                    London Eye
                
                , 
                    Houses of Parliament
                
                , 
                    Westminster Abbey
                
                , 
                    St James’s Park and Palace
                
                , 
                    Buckingham Palace
                
                , 
                    Green Park
                
                , 
                    Hyde Park
                
                and 
                    Kensington Gardens and Palace
                
                – and then motor around 
                    Tate Modern
                
                until you get booted out. In the evening, explore 
                    Soho
                
                . On day two, race around the 
                    British Museum
                
                , then head to the City. Start with our 
                    walking tour
                
                and finish in the 
                    Tower of London
                
                . Head to the East End for an evening of 
                    ethnic food
                
                and 
                    hip bars
                
                .
            

            
                Four Days
            

            
                Take the two-day itinerary but stretch it to a comfortable pace. Stop at the 
                    National Gallery
                
                 
                while you’re in Trafalgar Sq, explore inside Westminster Abbey and 
                    St Paul’s Cathedral
                
                 
                and allow half a day for each of Tate Modern, British Museum and Tower of London. On your extra evenings, check out 
                    Camden
                
                and 
                    Islington
                
                 
                or splurge on a slap-up dinner in 
                    Chelsea
                
                .
            

            
                One Week
            

            
                As above, but add in a day each for 
                    Greenwich
                
                , 
                    Kew
                
                 
                
                    Gardens
                
                and 
                    Hampton
                
                 
                
                    Court
                
                 
                
                    Palace
                
                .
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            Sights
        

      
            The city’s main geographical feature is the murky Thames, which snakes around but roughly divides the city into north and south. The old City of London (note the big ‘C’) is the capital’s financial district, covering roughly a square mile bordered by the river and the many gates of the ancient (long-gone) city walls: Newgate, Moorgate etc. The areas to the east of the City are collectively known as the East End. The West End, on the City’s other flank, is effectively the centre of London nowadays. It actually falls within the City of Westminster, which is one of London’s 32 boroughs and has long been the centre of government and royalty.
        

      
            Surrounding these central areas are dozens of former villages (Camden Town, Islington, Clapham etc), each with their own High St, which were long ago swallowed by London’s sprawl. 

      
            With so much to see and do, it can be hard to know where to start. Weather will be a determining factor: the museums and galleries are great for a rainy day, but when the sun shines make like a Londoner and head to the parks – you never know whether this fine day will be your last. Otherwise, attack the sights by area using the ordering of this section as your guide.
        

      
            WESTMINSTER & ST JAMES’S
        

      
            Purposefully positioned outside the old City (London’s fiercely independent burghers preferred to keep the monarch and parliament at arm’s length), Westminster has been the centre of the nation’s political power for nearly a millennium. The area’s many landmarks combine to form an awesome display of authority and gravitas. 

      
            [image: 10-st-james-bri9]

            
        

  
    Westminster & St James’s
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        16
        Rubens at the Palace
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      [image: eating] Eating

      
        17
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            Put on your best rah-rah voice to wander around St James’s, an aristocratic enclave of palaces, famous hotels, historic shops and elegant buildings. There are some 150 historically noteworthy buildings within its 36 hectares.
        

      
            Westminster Abbey 
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7654 4834; www.westminster-abbey.org; 20 Dean’s Yard SW1; adult/child £15/6, tours £3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-4.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri, to 7pm Wed, to 2.30pm Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Westminster)
             
            If you’re one of those boring sods who boast about spending months in Europe without ever setting foot in a church, get over yourself and make this the exception. Not merely a beautiful place of worship, Westminster Abbey serves up the country’s history cold on slabs of stone. For centuries the country’s greatest have been interred here, including most of the monarchs from Henry III (died 1272) to George II (1760).

      
            Westminster Abbey has never been a cathedral (the seat of a bishop). It’s what is called a ‘royal peculiar’ and is administered directly by the Crown. Every monarch since William the Conqueror has been crowned here, with the exception of a couple of unlucky Eds who were murdered (Edward V) or abdicated (Edward VIII) before the magic moment. Look out for the strangely ordinary-looking 
                Coronation Chair
            
            .
        

      
            The building itself is an arresting sight. Though a mixture of architectural styles, it is considered the finest example of Early English Gothic in existence. The original church was built in the 11th century by King (later Saint) Edward the Confessor, who is buried in the chapel behind the main altar. Henry III began work on the new building in 1245 but didn’t complete it; the French Gothic nave was finished in 1388. Henry VII’s magnificent Late Perpendicular–style 
                Lady Chapel
             
            was consecrated in 1519 after 16 years of construction.

      
            Apart from the royal graves, keep an eye out for the many famous commoners interred here, especially in 
                Poets’ Corner
            
            , where you’ll find the resting places of Chaucer, Dickens, Hardy, Tennyson, Dr Johnson and Kipling, as well as memorials to the other greats (Shakespeare, Austen, Brontë etc). Elsewhere you’ll find the graves of Handel and Sir Isaac Newton.
        

      
            The octagonal 
                Chapter House
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-4pm)
            
            dates from the 1250s and was where the monks would meet for daily prayer before Henry VIII’s suppression of the monasteries. Used as a treasury and ‘Royal Wardrobe’, the cryptlike 
                Pyx Chamber
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-3.30pm) 
            dates from about 1070. The neighbouring 
                Abbey Museum
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-4pm)
             
            has as its centrepiece the death masks of generations of royalty.

      
            Parts of the Abbey complex are free to visitors. This includes the 
                Cloister
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-6pm)
             
            and the 900-year-old 
                College Garden 
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Tue-Thu Apr-Sep, to 4pm Oct-Mar)
            
            . Free concerts are held here from 12.30pm to 2pm on Wednesdays from mid-July to mid-August. Adjacent to the abbey is 
                St Margaret’s Church Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-3.30pm Mon-Sat, 2-4.45pm Sun)
            
            , the House of Commons’ place of worship since 1614. There are windows commemorating churchgoers Caxton and Milton, and Sir Walter Raleigh is buried by the altar.
        

      
            Verger-led tours are held several times a day (except Sundays) and are limited to 25 people per tour; call ahead to secure your place. Of course, admission to the Abbey is free if you wish to attend a service. On weekdays, Matins is at 7.30am, Holy Communion at 8am and 12.30pm, and Choral Evensong at 5pm. There are services throughout the day on Sundays. You can sit and soak in the atmosphere, even if you’re not religious.
        

      
            Houses of Parliament 
                HISTORIC BUILDING
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.parliament.uk; Parliament Sq SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Westminster)
             
            Coming face to face with one of the world’s most recognisable landmarks is always a surreal moment, but in the case of the Houses of Parliament it’s a revelation. The BBC’s standard title shot just doesn’t do justice to the ornate stonework and golden filigree of Charles Barry and Augustus Pugin’s neo-Gothic masterpiece (1840).

      
            Officially called the Palace of Westminster, the oldest part is 
                Westminster Hall
             
            (1097), which is one of only a few sections that survived a catastrophic fire in 1834. Its roof, added between 1394 and 1401, is the earliest known example of a hammerbeam roof and has been described as the greatest surviving achievement of medieval English carpentry.

      
            The palace’s most famous feature is its clock tower, aka 
                Big Ben Offline map Google map
            
            
            . Ben is actually the 13-ton bell, named after Benjamin Hall, who was commissioner of works when the tower was completed in 1858.
        

      
            At the business end, parliament is split into two houses. The green-hued 
                House of Commons
            
            is the lower house, where the 650 elected Members of Parliament sit. Traditionally the home of hereditary bluebloods, the scarlet-decorated 
                House of Lords
             
            now has peers appointed through various means. Both houses debate and vote on legislation, which is then presented to the Queen for her Royal Assent (in practice, this is a formality; the last time Royal Assent was denied was 1708). At the annual State Opening of Parliament (usually in November), the Queen takes her throne in the House of Lords, having processed in the gold-trimmed Irish State Coach from Buckingham Palace. It’s well worth lining the route for a gawk at the crown jewels sparkling in the sun.

      
            When parliament is in session, visitors are admitted to the
            
                House of Commons Visitors’ Gallery 
            
                (admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                2.30-10.30pm Mon & Tue, 11.30am-7.30pm Wed, 10.30am-6.30pm Thu, 9.30am-3pm some Fridays)
            
            . Expect to queue for at least an hour and possibly longer during Question Time (at the beginning of each day). The 
                House of Lords Visitors’ Gallery 
            
                (admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                2.30-10pm Mon & Tue, 3-10pm Wed, 11am-7.30pm Thu, from 10am some Fridays)
             
            can also be visited.

      
            Parliamentary recesses (ie holidays) last for three months over summer and a couple of weeks over Easter and Christmas. When parliament is in recess there are guided
            
                tours 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 847 1672; www.ticketmaster.co.uk/housesofparliament; 75min tours adult/child £14/6) 
            of both chambers and other historic areas. UK residents can approach their MPs to arrange a free tour and to climb the clock tower.

      
            Buckingham Palace 
                PALACE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7766 7300; www.royalcollection.org.uk; Buckingham Palace Rd SW1; tours adult/child £17/9.75; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                late Jul-Sep; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria)
             
            With so many imposing buildings in the capital, the Queen’s well-proportioned but relatively plain city pad is an anticlimax for some. Built in 1803 for the Duke of Buckingham, Buckingham Palace replaced St James’s Palace as the monarch’s London home in 1837. When she’s not off giving her one-handed wave in far-flung parts of the Commonwealth, Queen Elizabeth II divides her time between here, Windsor and Balmoral. If you’ve got the urge to drop in for a cup of tea, a handy way of telling whether she’s home is to check whether the yellow, red and blue royal standard is flying.

      
            Nineteen lavishly furnished State Rooms – hung with artworks by the likes of Rembrandt, van Dyck, Canaletto, Poussin and Vermeer – are open to visitors when HRH (Her Royal Highness) takes her holidays. The two-hour tour includes the 
                Throne Room
            
            , with his-and-hers pink chairs initialled ‘ER’ and ‘P’.
        

      
            ‘A Royal Day Out’
             
            is a combined ticket including the State Rooms, Queen’s Gallery and Royal Mews (adult/child £31/18).

      
            Changing of the Guard
        

      
            If you’re a fan of bright uniforms, bearskin hats, straight lines, marching and shouting, join the throngs outside the palace at 11.30am (daily from May to July and on alternate days for the rest of the year, weather permitting), when the regiment of guards outside the palace changes over in one of the world’s most famous displays of pageantry. It does have a certain freak show value, but gets dull very quickly. If you’re here in November, the procession leaving the palace for the State Opening of Parliament is much more impressive.
        

      
            Queen’s Gallery
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                adult/child £8.75/4.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.30pm)
             
            Originally designed by John Nash as a conservatory, it was smashed up by the Luftwaffe in 1940 before being converted to a gallery in 1962, housing works from the extensive Royal Collection.

      
            Royal Mews
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                adult/child £7.50/4.80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-4pm) 
            Indulge your Cinderella fantasies while inspecting the exquisite state coaches and immaculately groomed royal horses housed in the Royal Mews. Highlights include the 1910 royal wedding’s Glass Coach and the 1762 Gold Coach, which has been used for every coronation since that of George IV. We’re pretty sure that these aren’t about to change back into pumpkins any time soon.
        

      
            St James’s Park & Palace 
                PARK
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                St James’s Park) 
            With its manicured flowerbeds and ornamental lake, St James’s Park
             
            is a wonderful place to stroll and take in the surrounding palaces. The striking Tudor gatehouse of 
                St James’s Palace Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Cleveland Row SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park)
            
            , initiated by the palace-mad Henry VIII in 1530, is best approached from St James’s St, to the north of the park. This was the residence of Prince Charles and his sons before they shifted next door to 
                Clarence House
            Offline map Google map
            (1828), following the death of its previous occupant, the Queen Mother, in 2002. It’s a great place to
            pose for a photograph beside one of the resolutely unsmiling royal guards. 

      
            Green Park 
                PARK
            
        

      
      Offline map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park) 
            Green Park’s 47-acre expanse of meadows and mature trees links St James’s Park to Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, creating a green corridor from Westminster all the way to Kensington. It was once a duelling ground and served as a vegetable garden during WWII. Although it doesn’t have lakes, fountains or formal gardens, it’s blanketed with daffodils in spring and seminaked bodies whenever the sun shines.
        

      
            The only concessions to formality are the war memorials of various Commonwealth countries: the 
                Canada Memorial
            Offline map Google map
            near 
                Canada Gate
            Offline map Google map
            , which links the park to Buckingham Palace; the 
                Memorial Gates
            Offline map Google map
            at its western end, which recognise the contribution of various African, Caribbean and Indian subcontinent countries; and the nearby 
                Australian 
            and 
                New Zealand War Memorials
             Offline map Google map
            in Hyde Park Corner.

      
            Westminster Cathedral 
                CATHEDRAL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.westminstercathedral.org.uk; Victoria St SW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-7pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria) 
            Begun in 1895, this neo-Byzantine cathedral is the headquarters of Britain’s once-suppressed Roman Catholic Church. It’s still a work in progress, the vast interior part dazzling marble and mosaic and part bare brick; new sections are completed as funds allow. Look out for Eric Gill’s highly regarded stone 
                Stations of the Cross
             
            (1918).

      
            The 
                Chapel of St George and the English Martyrs
             
            displays the body of St John Southwark, a priest who was hanged, drawn and quartered in 1654 for refusing to reject the supremacy of the Pope.

      
            The distinctive 83m red-brick and white-stone 
                tower
             
                (adult/child £5/2.50) 
            offers splendid views of London and, unlike St Paul’s dome, you can take the lift.
        

      
            Banqueting House 
                PALACE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.hrp.org.uk/BanquetingHouse; Whitehall SW1; adult/child £4.80/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Westminster)
            
            The beautiful, classical design of the Banqueting House was conceived by Inigo Jones for
            James I in 1622. It’s the only surviving part of Whitehall Palace after the Tudor bit burnt down in 1698. The key attraction is the ceiling, painted by Rubens in 1635 at the behest of Charles I. The king didn’t get to enjoy it for long, as in 1649 he was frogmarched out of the 1st-floor balcony to lose his head for treason. A bust outside commemorates him. An audio guide is 
            included in the price.

      
            Churchill Museum & Cabinet War Rooms 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.iwm.org.uk/cabinet; Clive Steps, King Charles St SW1; adult/child £15/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Westminster)
             
            The Cabinet War Rooms were Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s underground military HQ during WWII. Now a wonderfully evocative and atmospheric museum, the restored and preserved rooms (including Churchill’s bedroom) capture the drama of the time. The interactive displays offer an intriguing exposé of the public and private faces of the man.

      [image: free]Institute Of Contemporary Arts
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.ica.org.uk; The Mall SW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-7pm Wed & Fri-Sun, to 9pm Thu; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Charing Cross)
             
            A one-stop contemporary-art bonanza, the exciting program at the ICA includes film, photography, theatre, installations, talks, performance art, DJs, digital art and book readings. Stroll around the galleries, watch a film, browse the bookshop, then head to the bar for a beer.

      
            Spencer House 
                HISTORIC HOME
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7499 8620; www.spencerhouse.co.uk; 27 St James’s Pl SW1; adult/child £9/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-5.45pm Sun Feb-Jul & Sep-Dec; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park)
             
            The ancestral home of Princess Diana’s family, Spencer House was built in the Palladian style between 1756 and 1766. It was converted into offices after the Spencers moved out in 1927, but 60 years later an £18 million restoration returned it to its former glory. Visits are by guided tour.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                ESCALATOR ETIQUETTE
            

            
                The fastest way to get abused in London (apart from jumping a queue – you’d need to have a death wish to attempt that) is to block an escalator, especially at a busy tube station. Always, always, always stand in single file to the right. Don’t expect any mercy if you forget. And while you’re at it, make sure you have your ticket/Oyster card ready when you get to the tube exit. Fumbling in your wallet or purse is guaranteed to elicit a sharply passive-aggressive ‘Excuse me!’ from the person behind you.
            

        

      

      
            WEST END
        

      
            Synonymous with big-budget musicals and frenzied flocks of shoppers, the West End is a strident mix of culture and consumerism. More a concept than a fixed geographical area, it nonetheless takes in Piccadilly Circus and Trafalgar Sq to the south, Regent St to the west, Oxford St to the north and Covent Garden and the Strand to the east.
        

      
            [image: 10-west-end-bri9]

            
        

  
    West End
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        Admiralty Arch
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        12
        Brown's Hotel
        A6
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        Covent Garden Hotel
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        D6
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        Konditor & Cook
        (see 73)
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        52
        Wagamama
        G5
      

      
        53
        Wagamama
        E1
      

      
        54
        Yauatcha
        C4
      

      
        55
        Zizzi
        G3
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        56
        Absolut Ice Bar
        B5
      

      
        57
        Candy Bar
        C3
      

      
        58
        Coach & Horses
        E4
      

      
        59
        Flat White
        C4
      

      
        60
        Friendly Society
        D4
      

      61
        G-A-Y Bar
D4

      62
        G-A-Y Late
D3

      
        63
        Gordon's Wine Bar
        G6
      

      
        64
        Heights
        A1
      

      65Jewel Covent GardenG5

      66Jewel Piccadilly CircusC5

      
        67
        Lamb & Flag
        F4
      

      
        68
        Princess Louise
        G2
      

      
        69
        Village
        D4
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        70
        100 Club
        C2
      

      
        71
        Coliseum
        F5
      

      
        72
        Comedy Store
        D5
      

      73Curzon SohoD4

      
        74
        Donmar Warehouse
        F3
      

      75G-A-Y Club @ HeavenF6

      
        76
        Guanabara
        G3
      

      
        77
        Lucky Voice
        B3
      

      
        78
        Pear Shaped
        C1
      

      
        79
        Popstarz
        F2
      

      
        80
        Ronnie Scott's
        D4
      

      
        81
        Royal Opera House
        G4
      

      
        82
        Soho Theatre
        D3
      

      
        83
        tkts
        E5
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        84
        BM Soho
        C3
      

      
        85
        Burlington Arcade
        B6
      

      
        86
        Forbidden Planet
        E3
      

      
        87
        Fortnum & Mason
        B6
      

      
        88
        Foyle's
        E3
      

      
        89
        Grant & Cutler
        B3
      

      
        90
        HMV
        B2
      

      
        91
        Liberty
        A4
      

      
        
        Ray's Jazz
        (see 88)
      

      
        92
        Rigby & Peller
        A4
      

      93
        Stanford's
F4

      
        94
        Topshop Oxford Circus
        A3
      

      
        95
        Waterstone's
        C6
      

    

  



      
            Named after the elaborate collars (picadils) that were the sartorial staple of a 17th-century tailor who lived nearby, 
                Piccadilly
            
             
            became the fashionable haunt of the well-heeled (and collared), and still boasts establishment icons such as the Ritz hotel and Fortnum & Mason department store. It meets Regent St, Shaftesbury Ave and Haymarket at neon-lit, turbo-charged 
                Piccadilly Circus
            
            , home to the popular but unremarkable Eros statue. Ironically, the love god looks over an area that’s long been linked to prostitution, both male and female, although it’s less conspicuous these days.
        

      
            
                Mayfair
            
            hogs all of the most expensive streets on the Monopoly board, including Park Lane and Bond St, which should give you an idea of what to expect: lots of pricey shops, Michelin-starred restaurants, society hotels and gentlemen’s clubs. Elegant 
                Regent St 
            and frantic 
                Oxford St 
            are the city’s main shopping strips. They’re beautifully lit at Christmas to coax the masses away from the home fires and into the frying pan sections of the many department stores.
        

      
            At the heart of the West End lies 
                Soho
            
            , a grid of narrow streets and squares hiding gay bars, strip clubs, cafes and advertising agencies. 
                Carnaby St 
            was the epicentre of the swinging London of the 1960s, but is now largely given over to chain fashion stores. Lisle and Gerrard Sts form the heart of 
                Chinatown
            
            , which is full of reasonably priced Asian restaurants and unfairly hip youngsters. Its neighbour, pedestrianised 
                Leicester Sq (les-ter)
            
            , heaves with tourists. Dominated by large cinemas, it sometimes hosts star-studded premieres.
        

      
            Described by Benjamin Disraeli in the 19th century as Europe’s finest street, 
                the
            
             
            
                Strand
            
            still boasts a few classy hotels but has lost much of its lustre. Look for the two Chinese merchants above the door at number 216; Twinings has been selling tea here continuously since 1787, making it London’s oldest store. 

      
            Trafalgar Square 
                SQUARE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Charing Cross)
            
            Trafalgar Sq is the public heart of London, hosting rallies, marches and feverish New Year’s festivities. Londoners congregate here to celebrate anything from football victories to the ousting of political leaders. Formerly ringed by gnarling traffic, the square’s been tidied up and is now one of the world’s grandest public places. At the heart of it, Nelson surveys his fleet from the 43.5m-high 
                Nelson’s Column
            Offline map Google map
            , erected in 1843 to commemorate his 1805 victory over Napoleon off Spain’s Cape Trafalgar. At the edges of the square are four plinths, three of which have permanent statues, while the 
                fourth plinth
            Offline map Google map
            is given over to temporary modern installations. 

      
            The square is flanked by splendid buildings: 
                Canada House
            Offline map Google map
            to the west, the National Gallery and National Portrait Gallery to the north, 
                South Africa House
            Offline map Google map
            and the church of 
                St Martin-in-the-Fields
            Offline map Google map 
            to the east. Further south stands 
                Admiralty ArchOffline map Google map
            , built in honour of Queen Victoria in 1910, and beyond that The Mall (rhymes with ‘shall’, not ‘shawl’) is the ceremonial route leading to Buckingham Palace.
        

      [image: free]National Gallery
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.nationalgallery.org.uk; Trafalgar Sq WC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Sat-Thu, to 9pm Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Charing Cross)
             
            Gazing grandly over Trafalgar Sq through its Corinthian columns, the National Gallery is the nation’s most important repository of art. Four million visitors come annually to admire its 2300-plus Western European paintings, spanning the years 1250 to 1900.

      
            Highlights include Turner’s 
                The Fighting
             
                Temeraire
            
            (voted Britain’s greatest painting), Botticelli’s 
                Venus and Mars
            
            and van Gogh’s 
                Sunflowers
            
            . The medieval religious paintings in the Sainsbury Wing are fascinating, but for a short, sharp blast of brilliance, you can’t beat the truckloads of Monets, Manets, Cézannes and Renoirs in rooms 43 to 46.
        

      
            It’s all a bit overwhelming for one visit, but as admission’s free it’s possible to dip into it again and again. Themed audio guides are available (£3.50). If you prefer, you can devise and print off your own tour from the flashy computer screens of ArtStart, the gallery’s interactive multimedia system. Visit on Friday evenings for live music and free talks.
        

      [image: free]National Portrait Gallery
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.npg.org.uk; St Martin’s Pl WC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Sat-Wed, to 9pm Thu & Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Charing Cross)
            
            The fascinating National Portrait Gallery is like stepping into a picture book of English history or, if you’re feeling trashy, an 
                OK
            
            magazine spread on history’s celebrities (‘what’s 
                she
             
            wearing?’).

      
            Founded in 1856, the permanent collection (around 11,000 works) starts with the Tudors on the 2nd floor and descends to contemporary figures (from pop stars to scientists). An audiovisual guide (£3) will lead you through the gallery’s most famous pictures. Look out for the temporary exhibitions, especially the prestigious BP Portrait Award (June to September). There’s also an interesting view over the rooftops to Trafalgar Sq and Nelson’s backside from the top-floor restaurant.
        

      
            Royal Academy of Arts 
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7300 8000; www.royalacademy.org.uk; Burlington House, Piccadilly W1; admission depending on exhibition £6-20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Sat-Thu, to 10pm Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park)
             
            Set back from Piccadilly, the grandiose Royal Academy of Arts hosts high-profile exhibitions and a small display from its permanent collection. The crafty Academy has made it a condition of joining its exclusive club of 80 artists that new members donate one of their artworks. Past luminaries have included Constable, Gainsborough and Turner, while Norman Foster, David Hockney and Tracey Emin are among the current crop.

      
            Covent Garden 
                SQUARE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden)
             
            A hallowed name for opera fans due to the presence of the esteemed Royal Opera House (Click here
            ), Covent Garden is one of London’s biggest tourist traps, where chain restaurants, souvenir shops, balconied bars and street entertainers vie for the passer-by’s pound. Better, marginally less-frenetic shopping can be had in the atmospheric narrow streets surrounding it, such as Floral St and Neal St.
        

      
            In the 7th century the Saxons built Lundenwic here, a satellite town to the City of London. It reverted back to fields until the 1630s, when the Duke of Bedford commissioned Inigo Jones to build London’s first planned square. Covent Garden’s famous fruit, vegetable and flower market, immortalised in the film 
                My Fair Lady, 
            eventually took over the whole piazza, before being shifted to Nine Elms in South London in 1974.
        

      
            In the 18th and 19th centuries, the area immediately north of Covent Garden was the site of one of London’s most notorious slums, the ‘rookery’ of St Giles. Much of it was knocked down in the 1840s to create New Oxford St, but the narrow lanes and yards around Monmouth St still carry an echo of the crammed conditions of the past.
        

      [image: top-choice]Sir John Soane’s Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.soane.org; 13 Lincoln’s Inn Fields WC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 6-9pm 1st Tue of month 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Holborn)
            
            Not all of this area’s inhabitants were poor, as is aptly demonstrated by the remarkable home of celebrated architect and collector extraordinaire Sir John Soane (1753–1837). Now a fascinating museum, the house has been left largely as it was when Sir John was taken out in a box. Among his eclectic acquisitions are an Egyptian sarcophagus, dozens of Greek and Roman antiquities and the original 
                Rake’s Progress,
             
            William Hogarth’s set of caricatures telling the story of a late-18th-century London cad. Soane was clearly a very clever chap – check out the ingenious folding walls in the picture gallery. Tours (£5) are given at 11am Saturdays.

      
            London Transport Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.ltmuseum.co.uk; Covent Garden Piazza WC2; adult/child £10/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden)
             
            Newly refurbished, this museum houses vintage vehicles, ranging from sedan chairs to train carriages, along with fascinating posters, videos and photos. You can buy your tube-map boxer shorts at the museum shop.

      
            Somerset House 
                GALLERIES
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.somersethouse.org.uk; Strand WC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30am-11pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Temple)
             
            The first Somerset House was built for the Duke of Somerset, brother of Jane Seymour, in 1551. For two centuries it played host to royals (Elizabeth I once lived here), foreign diplomats, wild masked balls, peace treaties, the parliamentary army (during the Civil War) and Oliver Cromwell’s wake. Having fallen into disrepair, it was pulled down in 1775 and rebuilt in 1801 to designs by William Chambers. Among other weighty organisations, it went on to house the Royal Academy of the Arts, the Society of Antiquaries, the Navy Board and that most popular of institutions, the Inland Revenue.

      
            The tax collectors are still here, but that doesn’t dissuade Londoners from attending open-air events in the grand central courtyard, such as live performances in summer and ice skating in winter. The riverside terrace is a popular spot to get caffeinated with views of the Thames.
        

      
            Near the Strand entrance, the 
                Courtauld Gallery
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.courtauld.ac.uk; adult/child £5/free, admission free 10am-2pm Mon; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm)
            
            displays a wealth of 14th- to 20th-century art, including a room of Rubens and works by van Gogh, Renoir and Cézanne. Downstairs, the 
                Embankment Galleries
             
            are devoted to temporary exhibitions; prices and hours vary.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                MAPS
            

            
                No Londoner would be without a pocket-size 
                    London Mini A-Z,
                
                which lists nearly 30,000 streets and still doesn’t cover the capital in its entirety. If you’re going to be in London for more than a few weeks, it’s worth getting one. 

        

      

      
            Handel House Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.handelhouse.org; 25 Brook St W1; adult/child £5/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat, 10am-8pm Thu, noon-6pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St)
            
            George Frideric Handel’s pad from 1723 until his death in 1759 is now a moderately interesting museum dedicated to his life. He wrote some of his greatest works here, including the 
                Messiah,
             
            and music still fills the house during live recitals (see the website for details).

      
            From songs of praise to 
                Purple Haze,
             
            Jimi Hendrix lived next door at number 23 many years (and genres) later.

      
            Burlington Arcade 
                SHOPPING ARCADE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 51 Piccadilly W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park)
             
            The well-to-do Burlington Arcade, built in 1819, is most famous for the Burlington Berties, uniformed guards who patrol the area keeping an eye out for offences such as running, chewing gum or whatever else might lower the arcade’s rarefied tone.

      
            THE CITY
        


      
            For most of its history, the City of London 
                was
             
            London. Its boundaries have changed little since the Romans first founded their gated community here two millennia ago. You can always tell when you’re within it as the Corporation of London’s coat of arms appears on the street signs.

      
            It’s only in the last 250 years that the City has gone from being the very essence of London and it’s main population centre to just its central business district. But what a business district it is – despite the hammering its bankers have taken in recent years, the ‘square mile’ remains at the very heart of world capitalism.
        

      
            Currently fewer than 10,000 people actually live here, although some 300,000 descend on it each weekday, when they generate almost three-quarters of Britain’s entire GDP before squeezing back onto the tube. On Sundays it becomes a virtual ghost town; it’s a good time to poke around but come with a full stomach – most shops and eateries are closed.
        

      
            Apart from the big-ticket sights, visitors tend to avoid the City, which is a shame as it’s got enough interesting churches, intriguing architecture, hidden gardens and atmospheric lanes to spend weeks exploring.
        

      
            [image: 10-the-city-bri9]

            
        

  
    The City
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        Shakespeare's Globe
        D3
      

      
        St Paul's Cathedral
        C1
      

      
        Tower Bridge
        H3
      

      
        Tower of London
        G3
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Bank of England Museum
        E1
      

      
        2
        Dr Johnson's House
        A1
      

      
        3
        Fleet St
        A1
      

      
        4
        Guildhall
        E1
      

      
        5
        Inner Temple
        A1
      

      
        6
        Middle Temple
        A2
      

      
        7
        Monument
        F2
      

      
        8
        Temple Church
        A1
      

      
        9
        Tower Bridge Exhibition
        H3
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        10
        Apex City of London
        G2
      

      
        11
        Threadneedles
        F1
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      12
        1 Lombard Street
E1

      
        13
        GBK
        G3
      

      14
        Hummus Brothers
D1

      
        15
        Konditor & Cook
        G1
      

      
        16
        Leon
        E2
      

      
        
        Wagamama
        (see 13)
      

      
        17
        Wagamama
        D2
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        18
        Vertigo 42
        F1
      

      19
        Ye Old Watling
D1

      
        20
        Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese
        B1
      

    

  



      
            Tower of London 
                CASTLE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844-482 7777; www.hrp.org.uk; Tower Hill EC3; adult/child £17/9.50, audio guides £4/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5.30pm Tue-Sat, from 10am Sun & Mon Mar-Oct, until 4.30pm Nov-Feb; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tower Hill).
             
            If you pay only one admission fee while you’re in London, make it the Tower. One of the city’s three World Heritage Sites (joining Westminster Abbey and Maritime Greenwich), it offers a window on to a gruesome and fascinating history.

      
            In the 1070s, William the Conqueror started work on the White Tower to replace the castle he’d previously had built here. By 1285, two walls with towers and a moat were built around it and the defences have barely been altered since. A former royal residence, treasury, mint and arsenal, it became most famous as a prison when Henry VIII moved to Whitehall Palace in 1529 and started dishing out his preferred brand of punishment.
        

      
            The most striking building is the central 
                White Tower
            
            , with its solid Romanesque architecture and four turrets. Today it houses a collection from the Royal Armouries. On the 2nd floor is 
                St John’s Chapel
            
            , dating from 1080 and therefore the oldest church in London. To the north is 
                Waterloo Barracks
            
            , which now contains the spectacular 
                Crown Jewels
            
            . On the far side of the White Tower is the 
                Bloody Tower
            
            , where the 12-year-old Edward V and his little brother were held ‘for their own safety’ and later murdered, probably by their uncle, the future Richard III. Sir Walter Raleigh did a 13-year stretch here, when he wrote his 
                History of the World
            
            .
        

      
            On the small green in front of the 
                Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula
            
            stood Henry VIII’s 
                scaffold
            
            , where seven people, including Anne Boleyn and her cousin Catherine Howard (Henry’s second and fifth wives) were beheaded.
        

      
            Look out for the latest in the Tower’s long line of famous ravens, which legend says could cause the White Tower to collapse should they leave. Their wings are clipped in case they get any ideas.
        

      
            To get your bearings, take the hugely entertaining free guided tour with any of the Tudor-garbed Beefeaters. Hour-long tours leave every 30 minutes from the bridge near the main entrance; the last tour’s an hour before closing. 

      
            St Paul’s Cathedral 
                CATHEDRAL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.stpauls.co.uk; adult/child £12.50/4.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-4pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                St Paul’s)
             
            Dominating the City with a dome second in size only to St Peter’s in Rome, St Paul’s Cathedral was designed by Wren after the Great Fire and built between 1675 and 1710. Four other cathedrals preceded it on this site, the first dating from 604.

      
            The dome is renowned for somehow dodging the bombs during the Blitz and became an icon of the resilience shown in the capital during WWII. Outside the cathedral, to the north, is a 
                monument to the people of London
            
            , a simple and elegant memorial to the 32,000 Londoners who weren’t so lucky.
        

      
            Inside, some 30m above the main paved area, is the first of three domes (actually a dome inside a cone inside a dome) supported by eight huge columns. The walkway round its base is called the 
                Whispering Gallery
            
            , because if you talk close to the wall, your words will carry to the opposite side 32m away. It can be reached by a staircase on the western side of the southern transept (9.30am to 3.30pm only). There are 528 lung-busting steps to the 
                Golden Gallery
             
            at the very top, and an unforgettable view of London.

      
            The 
                Crypt
             
            has memorials to up to 300 military demigods, including Wellington, Kitchener and Nelson, whose body lies below the dome. But the most poignant memorial is to Wren himself. On a simple slab bearing his name, a Latin inscription translates as: ‘If you seek his memorial, look about you’.

      
            Audio tours lasting 45 minutes are available for £4. Guided tours (adult/child £3/1) leave the tour desk at 10.45am, 11.15am, 1.30pm and 2pm (90 minutes). Evensong takes place at 5pm (3.15pm on Sunday).
        

      
            Tower Bridge 
                LANDMARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            London was still a thriving port in 1894 when elegant Tower Bridge was built. Designed to be raised to allow ships to pass, electricity has now taken over from the original steam engines. A lift leads up from the northern tower to the overpriced 
                Tower Bridge Exhibition
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.towerbridge.org.uk; adult/child £7/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.30pm Apr-Sep, 9.30am-5pm Oct-Mar; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tower Hill)
            
            , where the story of its building is recounted within the upper walkway. The same ticket gets you into the engine rooms below the southern tower. Below the bridge on the City side is Dead Man’s Hole, where corpses that had made their way into the Thames (through suicide, murder or accident) were regularly retrieved.
        

      [image: free]Museum of London
                MUSEUM
            
        

       
      
            
                (www.museumoflondon.org.uk; 150 London Wall EC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Barbican) 
            Visiting the fascinating Museum of London early in your stay helps to make sense of the layers of history that make up this place. The Roman section, in particular, illustrates how the modern is grafted onto the ancient; several of the city’s main thoroughfares were once Roman roads, for instance.
        

      
            The museum’s £20 million Galleries of Modern London opened in 2010, encompassing everything from 1666 (the Great Fire) to the present day. While the Lord Mayor’s ceremonial coach is the centrepiece, an effort has been made to create an immersive experience: you can enter reconstructions of an 18th-century debtors’ prison, a Georgian pleasure garden and a Victorian street.
        

      [image: free]Guildhall
                HISTORIC BUILDING
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7606 3030; www.guildhall.cityoflondon.gov.uk; Gresham St EC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-4pm unless in use; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bank)
             
            Plum in the middle of the ‘square mile’, the Guildhall has been the seat of the City’s local government for eight centuries. The present building dates from the early 15th century.

      
            Visitors can see the 
                Great Hall
            
            , where the city’s mayor is sworn in and where important fellows like the Tsar of Russia and the Prince Regent celebrated beating Napoleon. It’s an impressive space decorated with the shields and banners of London’s 12 principal livery companies, carved galleries (the west of which is protected by disturbing statues of giants Gog and Magog) and a beautiful oak-panelled roof. There’s also a lovely bronze statue of Churchill sitting in a comfy chair. Beneath it is London’s largest 
                medieval crypt
             
                (visit by free guided tour only, bookings essential)
            
            ,
             
            with 19 stained-glass windows showing the livery companies’ coats of arms.
        

      
            The 
                Clockmakers’ Museum
             
                (admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-4.45pm Mon-Sat)
             
            charts 500 years of timekeeping with more than 600 ticking exhibits, and the 
                Guildhall Art Gallery 
                (adult/child £2.50/1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-4pm Sun)
            
            displays around 250 artworks. Included in the art gallery admission is entry to the remains of an ancient 
                Roman amphitheatre
            
            , which lay forgotten beneath this site until 1988.
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                        START
                     
                    ST BARTHOLO­MEW-THE-GREAT

                
                    
                        FINISH
                     
                    30 ST MARY AXE

                
                    
                        DISTANCE
                     
                    2 MILES

                
                    
                        DURATION
                     
                    TWO TO FOUR HOURS

                
                    Walking Tour: 
                    City of London

                
                    The City of London has as much history and interesting architecture in its square mile as the rest of London put together. This tour focuses on the City’s hidden delights (secluded parks, charming churches) in a journey from the ancient to the ultramodern.
                

                
                    It’s fitting to start at [image: 1]
                    
                        St Bartholomew-the-Great
                    
                    , as this fascinating 12th-century church was once a pilgrimage stop for travellers to London. In more recent times, it’s been used for scenes in 
                        Four Weddings & A Funeral,
                     
                        Shakespeare In Love 
                    and 
                        Sherlock Holmes
                    
                    .
                

                
                    Head out through the Tudor gatehouse. In the distance you’ll see the Victorian arches of Smithfield’s meat market, which has occupied this site just north of the old city walls for 800 years. Executions were held here, most famously the burning of Protestants under Mary I and the grisly killing of Scottish hero William Wallace (Braveheart) in 1305; a plaque on the front of [image: 2] 
                        St Bartholomew’s Hospital
                     
                    commemorates him. Also note the shrapnel damage to the wall – the legacy of an attack in 1916 by a German Zeppelin.

                
                    Head back towards the gate and turn right into Little Britain. Follow it as it curves to the right and look out for the large oak marking the entrance to [image: 3] 
                        Postman’s Park
                    
                    . This lovely space includes a touching legacy of Victorian socialism: a tiled wall celebrating everyday heroes.
                

                
                    Turn right at the end of the park, then left and left again into Noble St. You’re now inside what was once the old City’s [image: 4] 
                        walls
                    
                    , remnants
                     
                    of which you’ll pass on your left. Commenced in Roman times, the fortifications were demolished in the 18th and 19th centuries, but the shape of them can be traced in street names such as Newgate, Moorgate, Bishopsgate and Aldgate. This section was only uncovered after WWII bombs destroyed the buildings covering it. Take the stairs up to the footbridge crossing the street called London Wall towards the [image: 5] 
                        Museum of London
                    
                     
                    (
                    Click here
                    ). The museum’s Roman section will give you a feel for the layout of the City.
                

                
                    Turn left when leaving the museum and follow the Highwalk. On your left you’ll see [image: 6] 
                        ruins
                     
                    of the barbicans (defensive towers) that once guarded the northwestern corner of the walls, 
                    with the [image: 7] 
                        Barbican Centre
                     
                    behind them. Like Marmite, you either love or hate the concrete Barbican. 
                    Parts of it are extraordinarily ugly, particularly the forbidding high-rise tower blocks (romantically named Shakespeare, Cromwell and Lauderdale). However, in 2001 the complex became heritage-listed and more people are admitting to finding beauty in its curved roofs, brightly planted window boxes and large central ‘lake’. At the time of its construction, this vast complex of offices and residences was revolutionary. At its heart is an arts centre consisting of concert halls, cinemas, galleries, eateries, a library and a school. It was designed by Chamberlain, Powell and Bon, disciples of Le Corbusier, to fill a WWII bomb–pummelled space with democratic modern housing. Sadly this dream never really materialised, and today around 80% of the flats are privately owned.
                

                
                    Follow the painted lines on the Highwalk for a closer look, or turn right at Pizza Express, take the escalator down to Wood St and head towards the remaining tower of [image: 8] 
                        St
                    
                     
                    
                        Alban’s
                    
                    , a Wren-designed church destroyed in WWII. Turn left and you’ll find a sweet garden on the site of [image: 9] 
                        St
                    
                     
                    
                        Mary
                    
                     
                    
                        Aldermansbury
                    
                    , capped by a bust of Shakespeare. The 12th-century church was ruined in the war then shipped to Missouri where it was re-erected.
                

                
                    Turn right on to Aldermansbury and head to the [image: a] 
                        Guildhall
                     
                    (Click here
                    ). Take King St down to Cheapside, cross the road and head right to elegant [image: b] 
                        St
                    
                     
                    
                        Mary-le-Bow
                    
                    . The church was rebuilt by Wren after the Great Fire, and then rebuilt again after WWII. The term ‘Cockney’ traditionally refers to someone born within the sound of this church’s bell.
                

                
                    Backtrack to Bow Lane and follow this narrow path to beautiful [image: c] 
                        St
                    
                     
                    
                        Mary Aldermary
                    
                    , rebuilt in the Perpendicular Gothic style in 1682 following the fire. Turn left on to Queen Victoria St and then right into Bucklersbury, where you’ll see [image: d] 
                        St
                    
                     
                    
                        Stephen’s
                    
                     
                    
                        Walbrook
                    
                     
                    directly in front of you. In the 3rd century, a Roman temple stood here, and in the 7th century a Saxon church. Rebuilt after the Great Fire, the current St Stephen’s is one of Wren’s greatest masterpieces, with elegant Corinthian columns supporting a beautifully proportioned dome. Henry Moore sculpted the round central altar from travertine marble in 1972.
                

                
                    Leaving the church, you’ll pass [image: e] 
                        Mansion
                    
                     
                    
                        House
                    
                    , built in 1752 as the official residence of the Lord Mayor. As you approach the busy Bank intersection, lined with neoclassical temples to commerce, you might think you’ve stumbled into the ancient Roman forum (the actual forum was a couple of blocks east). Head for the [image: f] 
                        equestrian
                    
                     
                    
                        statue of the Iron Duke
                    
                    , behind which a metal pyramid details the many significant buildings here. Directly behind you is the [image: g] 
                        Royal Exchange
                    
                    ; walk through it and exit through the door on the right, then turn left onto Cornhill.
                

                
                    If you’re not churched out, cross the road to [image: h] 
                        St Michael’s
                    
                    , a 1672 Wren design that still has its box pews. Hidden in the warren of tiny passages behind the church is its [image: i] 
                        churchyard
                    
                    . Head through to Gracechurch St, turn left and cross the road to wonderful [image: j] 
                        Leadenhall Market
                    
                    . This is roughly where the ancient forum once stood. As you wander out the far end, the famous [image: k] 
                        Lloyd’s building
                     
                    displays its innards for all to see.

                
                    Once you turn left onto Lime St, you’ll see ahead of you Norman Foster’s 180m [image: l] 
                        30 St Mary Axe building
                    
                    . Its dramatic curved shape has given birth to many nicknames (the Crystal Phallus, the Towering Innuendo), but it’s the Gherkin by which it’s fondly referred. Built nearly 900 years after St Bartholomew-the-Great, it’s testimony to the City’s ability to constantly reinvent itself for the times.
                

            


                  [image: free]Bank of England Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum; Bartholomew Lane EC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bank)
             
            Guardian of the country’s financial system, the Bank of England was established in 1694 when the government needed to raise cash to support a war with France. It was moved here in 1734 and largely renovated by Sir John Soane. The surprisingly interesting museum traces the history of the bank and banking system. Audio guides are free and you even get to pick up a £230,000 gold bar.

      
            Monument 
                MEMORIAL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.themonument.info; Monument St; adult/child £3/1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Monument)
             
            Designed by Wren to commemorate the Great Fire, the Monument is 60.6m high, the exact distance from its base to the bakery on Pudding Lane where the blaze began. Climb the 311 tight spiral steps (not advised for claustrophobes) for an eye-watering view from beneath the symbolic vase of gold-leaf flames.

      
            Dr Johnson’s House 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.drjohnsonshouse.org; 17 Gough Sq EC4; adult/child £4.50/1.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-5pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chancery Lane)
             
            The Georgian house 
            where Samuel Johnson and his assistants compiled the first English dictionary (between 1748 and 1759) is full of prints and portraits of friends and intimates, including the good doctor’s Jamaican servant to whom he bequeathed this grand residence.
        

      
            Inns of Court 
                HISTORIC BUILDINGS
            
        

      
      
            All London barristers work from within one of the four atmospheric Inns of Court, positioned between the walls of the old City and Westminster. It would take a lifetime working here to grasp all the intricacies of their arcane protocols, originating in the 13th-century. It’s best just to soak up the dreamy ambience of the alleys and open spaces and thank your lucky stars you’re not one of the bewigged barristers scurrying about. A roll call of former members would include the likes of Oliver Cromwell, Charles Dickens, Mahatma Gandhi and Margaret Thatcher.
        

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                POUND SAVERS
            

            
                As many of London’s very best sights are free, you can easily spend a busy week without paying much on admission charges. However, if you’re hanging around for longer and have particular attractions that you’re keen to see, there are options for saving a few pounds.
            

            
                The 
                    London Pass
                 
                    (www.londonpass.com; per 1/2/3/6 days £40/55/68/90) 
                is a smart card that gains you fast-track entry to 55 different attractions, including pricier ones such as the Tower of London and St Paul’s Cathedral. You’d have to be racing around frantically to get real value from a one-day pass, but you could conceivably save quite a bit with the two- or three-day version. You’ll have to weigh up whether the money saved justifies the cramming of so much into each day. Passes can be booked online and collected from the Britain & London Visitor Centre. They also sell a version with a preloaded Transport For London (TFL) travel pass, but it’s cheaper to buy this separately.
            

            
                If you’re a royalty buff, taking out an annual membership to the 
                    Historic Royal Palaces
                 
                    (www.hrp.org.uk; individual/joint membership £41/63) 
                allows you to jump the queues and visit the Tower of London, Kensington Palace, Banqueting House, Kew Palace and Hampton Court Palace as often as you like. If you were intending to visit all five anyway, membership will save you £12 (£43 for a couple). There can be a lengthy wait for membership cards, but temporary cards are issued immediately. 

        

      

      
            
                Lincoln’s Inn
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.lincolnsinn.org.uk; Lincoln’s Inn Fields WC2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                grounds 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, chapel & gardens noon-2.30pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Holborn)
             
            still has some original 15th-century buildings. It’s the oldest and most attractive of the bunch, with a 17th-century chapel and pretty landscaped gardens.

      
            
                Gray’s Inn
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.graysinn.org.uk; Gray’s Inn Rd WC1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                grounds 10am-4pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chancery Lane)
            
            was largely rebuilt after the Luftwaffe levelled it. 

      
            
                Middle Temple
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.middletemple.org.uk; Middle Temple Lane EC4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10-11.30am & 3-4pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Temple)
            
            and 
                Inner Temple
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.innertemple.org.uk; King’s Bench Walk EC4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-4pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Temple)
            
            both sit between Fleet St and Victoria Embankment. The former is the better preserved, while the latter is home to the intriguing 12th-century 
                Temple Church
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7353 8559; www.templechurch.com; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                hours vary)
            
            , built by the Knights Templar and featuring nine stone effigies of knights in its round chapel. Check the church’s website or call ahead for opening hours.
        

      
            Fleet St 
                FAMOUS THOROUGHFARE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Temple)
             
            As 20th-century London’s ‘Street of Shame’, Fleet St was synonymous with the UK’s scurrilous tabloids until the mid-1980s, when the press barons embraced computer technology, ditched a load of staff and largely relocated to the Docklands. It’s named after the River Fleet, which it once crossed. This substantial river was a major feature of the London landscape until the 18th century, when it was relegated to the sewers. It now flows subterraneously from Hampstead Heath and joins the Thames near Blackfriars Bridge.

      
            St Katharine Docks 
                HARBOUR
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tower Hill)
            
            A centre of trade and commerce for 1000 years, St Katharine Docks is now a buzzing waterside area of pleasure boats, shops and eateries. It was badly damaged during the war, but survivors include the popular 
                Dickens Inn
            
            , with its original 18th-century timber framework, and 
                Ivory House
             
            (built 1854) which used to store ivory, perfume and other precious goods.

      
            SOUTH BANK
        

      
            Londoners once crossed the river to the area controlled by the licentious Bishops of Southwark for all kinds of raunchy diversions frowned upon in the City. It’s a much more seemly area now, but the theatre and entertainment tradition remains. While South Bank only technically refers to the area of river bank between Westminster and Blackfriars Bridges (parts of which are actually on the east bank due to the way the river bends), we’ve used it as a convenient catch-all for those parts of Southwark and Lambeth that sit closest to the river. In reality you’ll find that many Londoners refer to sections of this largish stretch by the nearest tube station, especially Waterloo, Borough and London Bridge.
        

      [image: free]Tate Modern
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.tate.org.uk; Queen’s Walk SE1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Southwark)
             
            It’s hard to miss this surprisingly elegant former power station on the side of the river, which is fortunate as the tremendous Tate Modern 
            really shouldn’t be missed. Focusing on modern art in all its wacky and wonderful permutations, it’s been extraordinarily successful in bringing challenging work to the masses, becoming one of London’s most popular attractions.
        

      
            Outstanding temporary exhibitions (on the 4th floor; prices vary) continue to spark excitement, as does the periodically changing large-scale installation in the vast Turbine Hall. The permanent collection is organised into four themed sections, which change periodically but include works by the likes of Mark Rothko, Pablo Picasso, Francis Bacon, Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol and Tracey Emin.
        

      
            The multimedia guides (£3.50) are worthwhile for their descriptions of selected works, and there are free guided tours of the collection’s highlights (Level 3 at 11am and midday; Level 5 at 2pm and 3pm). Make sure you cop the view from the top floor’s restaurant and bar.
        

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                TATE-A-TATE
            

            
                To get between London’s Tate galleries in style, the 
                    Tate Boat
                 
                    (www.thamesclippers.com)
                will whisk you from one to the other, stopping en route at the London Eye. Services
                run from 10.10am to 5.28pm daily 
                at 40-minute intervals. A River Roamer hop-on/hop-off ticket (purchased on board) costs £12; single tickets are £5.

        

      

      
            [image: 10-sb-london-bri9]

            
        

  
    South Bank – Around London Bridge

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        City Hall
        G2
      

      
        Southwark Cathedral
        D1
      

      
        Tate Modern
        A1
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Britain at War Experience
        E2
      

      
        2
        HMS Belfast
        F1
      

      
        3
        London Bridge Experience & London Tombs
        D1
      

      
        4
        London Dungeon
        E2
      

      
        5
        Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret
        D2
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        6
        Orient Express
        D2
      

      
        7
        Southwark Rose Hotel
        B2
      

      
        8
        St Christopher's Inn
        C3
      

      
        9
        St Christopher's Village
        C3
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        10
        Delfina
        F3
      

      
        
        GBK
        (see 13)
      

      
        11
        Konditor & Cook
        C2
      

      
        12
        Magdalen
        F2
      

      
        13
        Wagamama
        C1
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        14
        Anchor
        C1
      

      
        15
        George Inn
        D2
      

      
        
        Monmouth Coffee Company
        (see 11)
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        16
        Menier Chocolate Factory
        B2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        17
        Borough Market
        D2
      

    

  



      
            Shakespeare’s Globe 
                HISTORIC THEATRE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7401 9919; www.shakespeares-globe.org; 21 New Globe Walk SE1; adult/child £11/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            Today’s Londoners might grab a budget flight to Amsterdam to behave badly. Back in Shakespeare’s time they’d cross London Bridge to Southwark. Free from the city’s constraints, they could hook up with a prostitute, watch a bear being tortured for their amusement and then head to a theatre. The most famous of them was the Globe, 
            where a clever fellow was producing box-office smashes like 
                Macbeth
            
            and 
                Hamlet
            
            .
        

      
            Originally built in 1599, the Globe burnt down in 1613 and was immediately rebuilt. The Puritans, who regarded theatres as dreadful dens of iniquity, eventually closed it in 1642. Its present incarnation was the vision of American actor and director Sam Wanamaker, who sadly died before the opening night in 1997.
        

      
            Admission includes a guided tour of the open-roofed theatre, faithfully reconstructed from oak beams, handmade bricks, lime plaster and thatch. There’s also an extensive exhibition about Shakespeare and his times.
        

      
            From April to October plays are performed, and while Shakespeare and his contemporaries dominate, modern plays are also staged (see the website for upcoming performances). As in Elizabethan times, ‘groundlings’ can watch proceedings for a modest price (£5; seats are £15 to £35). There’s no protection from the elements and you’ll have to stand, but it’s a memorable experience.
        

      
            London Eye 
                RIDE, VIEWPOINT
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0871 781 3000; www.londoneye.com; adult/child £18/9.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-8pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            It may seem a bit Mordor-ish to have a giant eye overlooking the city, but the London Eye doesn’t actually resemble an eye at all, and, in a city where there’s a CCTV camera on every other corner, it’s probably only fitting. Originally designed as a temporary structure to celebrate the millennium, the Eye is now a permanent addition to the cityscape, joining Big Ben as one of London’s most distinctive landmarks.

      
            This 135m-tall, slow-moving Ferris-wheel-like attraction is the largest of its kind in the world. Passengers ride in an enclosed egg-shaped pod; the wheel takes 30 minutes to rotate completely and offers 25-mile views on a clear day. Visits are preceded by a short ‘4D’ film offering a seagull’s view of London, enhanced with bubbles, rain and snow.
        

      
            Book your ticket online to speed up your wait (you also get a 20% discount), or you can pay an additional £10 to jump the queue. Joint tickets for the London Eye and Madame Tussauds (adult/child £43/31) are available, as is a 40-minute, sightseeing 
                River Cruise
             
                (adult/child £12/6) 
            with a multilingual commentary.
        

 
      
            
                [image: 10-sb-waterloo-bri9]

                
            

  
    South Bank – Around Waterloo Station

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Imperial War Museum
        C4
      

      
        London Eye
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Florence Nightingale Museum
        A3
      

      
        2
        Hayward Gallery
        B1
      

      
        3
        Sea Life
        A3
      

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      4
        London Bicycle Tour CompanyB1

      
        London Duck Tours Departure Point
(see 3)

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        5
        Captain Bligh House
        B4
      

      
        6
        Mad Hatter Hotel
        C1
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        7
        Anchor & Hope
        C2
      

      
        8
        Oxo Tower Brasserie
        C1
      

      
        
        Ping Pong
        (see 15)
      

      
        9
        Wagamama
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        10
        BFI IMAX
        B2
      

      
        11
        BFI Southbank
        B1
      

      
        12
        National Theatre
        B1
      

      
        13
        Old Vic
        C3
      

      
        
        Purcell Room
        (see 14)
      

      
        14
        Queen Elizabeth Hall
        A1
      

      
        15
        Royal Festival Hall
        A2
      

      
        16
        Southbank Centre
        A1
      

      
        17
        Young Vic
        C2
      

    

  



                 [image: free]Imperial War Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.iwm.org.uk; Lambeth Rd SE1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Lambeth North)
            
            You don’t have to be a lad to appreciate the Imperial War Museum and its spectacular atrium with 
                Spitfires
             
            hanging from the ceiling, rockets (including the massive German V2), field guns, missiles, submarines, tanks, torpedoes and other military hardware. Providing a telling lesson in modern history, highlights include a recreated WWI trench and WWII bomb shelter as well as a Holocaust exhibition.

      
            Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.thegarret.org.uk; 9A St Thomas St SE1; adult/child £5.80/3.25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-4.45pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            One of London’s most genuinely gruesome attractions, the Old Operating Theatre Museum is Britain’s only surviving 19th-century operating theatre, rediscovered in 1956 within the garret of a church. The display of primitive surgical tools is suitably terrifying, while the pickled bits of humans are just unpleasant.

      
            It’s a hands-on kind of place, with signs saying ‘please touch’, although obviously the pointy things are locked away. For a more intense experience, check the website for the regular 20-minute ‘special events’. 

      
            Southwark Cathedral 
                CATHEDRAL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.southwark.anglican.org/cathedral; Montague Close SE1; suggested donation £4-6.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge) 
            Although the central tower dates from 1520 and the choir from the 13th century,
             
            Southwark Cathedral is largely Victorian. Inside are monuments galore, including a Shakespeare Memorial. Catch evensong at 5.30pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 4pm on Saturdays and 3pm on Sundays.
        

      
            City Hall 
                LANDMARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.london.gov.uk; Queen’s Walk SE1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-6pm Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            The Norman Foster–designed, wonky-egg-shaped City Hall 
            is an architectural feast and home to the mayor’s office, the London Assembly and the Greater London Assembly (GLA). Visitors can see the mayor’s meeting chamber and attend debates. 

      
            Design Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.designmuseum.org; 28 Shad Thames SE1; adult/child £8.50/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.45pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tower Hill)
            
            The whiter-than-white Design Museum is a must for anyone interested in beautiful, practical things. The permanent collection has displays of modern British design and there are also regular temporary exhibitions including the annual 
                Designs of the Year
             
            competition. To get here from Tower Bridge, head east along Shad Thames, an evocative lane between old warehouses.

      
            HMS Belfast 
                SHIP
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                http://hmsbelfast.iwm.org.uk; Queen’s Walk SE1; adult/child £13/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
            Launched in 1938, HMS 
                Belfast
            
            took part in the D-Day landings and saw action in Korea. Explore the nine decks and see the engine room, gun decks, galley, chapel, punishment cells, canteen and 
            dental surgery.

      
            Britain at War Experience 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.britainatwar.co.uk; 64-66 Tooley St SE1; adult/child £13/5.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Apr-Oct, to 4.30pm Nov-Mar)
             
            You can pop down to the London Underground air-raid shelter, look at gas masks and ration books, stroll around Southwark during the Blitz and learn about the battle on the home front. It’s crammed with fascinating WWII memorabilia.

      
            London Dungeon 
                FRIGHT EXPERIENCE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7403 7221; www.thedungeons.com; 28-34 Tooley St SE1; adult/child £20/
                15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-5pm, extended during holidays; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
            Older kids tend to love the London Dungeon, as the terrifying queues during school holidays
            and weekends testify. It’s all spooky music, ghostly boat rides, macabre hangman’s
            drop-rides, fake blood and actors dressed up as torturers and gory criminals (including Jack the Ripper and Sweeney Todd). 
            Beware the interactive bits.

      
            London Bridge Experience & London Tombs 
                FRIGHT EXPERIENCE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.thelondonbridgeexperience.com; 2-4 Tooley St SE1; adult/child £22/17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
            Another coronary-inducing attraction, similar to but not related to nearby London Dungeon, this one starts with the relatively tame London Bridge Experience, where actors bring to life the bridge’s history with the assistance of plenty of severed heads. Once the entertaining educational bit is out the way, the London Tombs turns up the terror. Adding to the general creepiness is the knowledge that these were once plague pits and therefore actual tombs. The experience takes about 45 minutes, with the tombs an optional additional 25 minutes. Tickets are much cheaper if bought in advance online. 

      
            Florence Nightingale Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.florence-nightingale.co.uk; 2 Lambeth Palace Rd SE1; adult/child £5.80/4.80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            The thought-provoking Florence Nightingale Museum recounts the story of ‘the lady with the lamp’ who led a team of nurses during the Crimean War. She established a training school for nurses here at St Thomas’ Hospital in 1859.

      
            Sea Life 
                AQUARIUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0871 663 1678; www.sealife.co.uk/london; County Hall SE1; adult/child £18/13; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            One of the largest aquariums in Europe, Sea Life has all sorts of aquatic creatures organised into different zones (coral cave, rainforest, River Thames), culminating with the shark walkway. Check the website for shark-feeding times and book online for a 10% discount.

      
            Hayward Gallery 
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.southbankcentre.co.uk; Belvedere Rd SE1; admission prices vary; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Sat-Thu, to 10pm Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            Part of the Southbank Centre, the Hayward 
            hosts a changing roster of contemporary art (video, installations, photography, collage, painting etc) in a 1960s Brutalist building.
        

      
            PIMLICO
        

      
            Handy to the big sights but lacking a strong sense of neighbourhood, the streets get prettier the further you stray from Victoria station.
        

      [image: free]Tate Britain
                GALLERY
            
        

       
      
            
                (www.tate.org.uk; Millbank SW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.40pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Pimlico) 
            Unlike the National Gallery, Britannia rules the walls of Tate Britain. Reaching from 1500 to the present, it’s crammed with local heavyweights like Blake, Hogarth, Gainsborough, Whistler, Spencer and, especially, Turner, whose work dominates the 
                Clore Gallery
            
            . His ‘interrupted visions’ – unfinished canvasses of moody skies – wouldn’t look out of place in the contemporary section alongside the work of David Hockney, Francis Bacon, Tracey Emin, Angela Bulloch and Damien Hirst. The always-controversial annual Turner Prize is exhibited in the gallery from October to January.
        

      
            There are free hour-long guided tours, taking in different sections of the gallery, held daily at midday and 3pm (as well as 11am and 2pm on weekdays). The popular 
                Rex Whistler Restaurant
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7887 8825; mains £14-21)
            
            , featuring an impressive mural from the artist, is open for breakfast, lunch and snacks.
        

      
            CHELSEA & KENSINGTON
        

      
            Known as the royal borough, residents of Chelsea and Kensington are certainly paid royally, earning the highest incomes in the UK (shops and restaurants will presume you do, too). Kensington High St has a lively mix of chains and boutiques. Thanks to the surplus generated by the 1851 Great Exhibition, which allowed the purchase of a great chunk of land, South Kensington boasts some of London’s most beautiful and interesting museums all on one road.
        


      
            
                [image: 10-hyde-park-bri9]

                
            

  
    Knightsbridge, South Kensington & Chelsea

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Albert Memorial
        B4
      

      
        Natural History Museum
        B5
      

      
        Science Museum
        B5
      

      
        Serpentine Gallery
        B3
      

      
        Victoria & Albert Museum
        C5
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Chelsea Physic Garden
        E8
      

      
        2
        Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain
        C3
      

      
        3
        Hyde Park
        D2
      

      
        4
        Royal Hospital Chelsea
        F8
      

      
        5
        Speaker's Corner
        E1
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        6
        B&B Belgravia
        G6
      

      
        7
        Gore
        B4
      

      
        8
        Knightsbridge Hotel
        D5
      

      
        9
        Levin
        E4
      

      
        10
        Lime Tree Hotel
        G6
      

      
        11
        Morgan House
        G6
      

      
        12
        Number Sixteen
        B6
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        
        Boxwood Cafe
        (see 17)
      

      
        13
        GBK
        B6
      

      
        14
        Gordon Ramsay
        E8
      

      
        15
        L'Etranger
        A5
      

      
        16
        Made in Italy
        C8
      

      
        17
        Marcus Wareing at the Berkeley
        F4
      

      
        18
        Olivomare
        G5
      

      
        19
        Orsini
        C5
      

      20Ottolenghi BelgraviaE4

      
        21
        Tamarind
        G2
      

      
        22
        Thomas Cubitt
        G6
      

      
        23
        Tom's Kitchen
        D7
      

      
        
        Wagamama
        (see 30)
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        24
        Bibendum Oyster Bar
        C6
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      25Curzon ChelseaD7

      
        26
        Royal Albert Hall
        B4
      

      
        27
        Royal Court Theatre
        F6
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        28
        Butler & Wilson
        C7
      

      
        29
        Harrods
        D4
      

      
        30
        Harvey Nichols
        E4
      

      
        31
        Rigby & Peller
        E6
      

      
        32
        Rigby & Peller
        D5
      

    

  



            
                  [image: free]Victoria & Albert Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (V&A; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; www.vam.ac.uk; Cromwell Rd SW7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.45pm Sat-Thu, to 10pm Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
            
            A vast, rambling and wonderful museum of decorative art and design, the V&A is part of Prince Albert’s legacy to Londoners in the wake of the Great Exhibition. It’s a bit like the nation’s attic, comprising four million objects collected from Britain and around the globe. Spread over nearly 150 galleries, it houses the world’s greatest collection of decorative arts, including ancient Chinese ceramics, modernist architectural drawings, Korean bronzes, Japanese swords, cartoons by Raphael, spellbinding Asian statues and Islamic carpets, Rodin sculptures, actual-size reproductions of famous European architecture and sculpture (including Michelangelo’s 
                David
            
            ), Elizabethan gowns, ancient jewellery, an all-wooden Frank Lloyd Wright study and a pair of Doc Martens. Yes, you’ll need to plan. To top it all off, it’s a fabulous building, with an attractive garden cafe as well as the original, lavishly decorated V&A cafe.
        

      [image: sustainable]Natural History Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.nhm.ac.uk; Cromwell Rd SW7; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.50pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
             
            Let’s start with the building itself: stripes of pale blue and honey-coloured stone are broken by Venetian arches decorated with all manner of carved critters. Quite simply, it’s one of London’s finest.

      
            A sure-fire hit with kids of all ages, the Natural History Museum is crammed full of interesting stuff, starting with the giant dinosaur skeleton that greets you in the main hall. In the dinosaur section, the fleshless fossils are brought to robotic life with a very realistic 4m-high animatronic Tyrannosaurus Rex and his smaller, but no less sinister-looking, cousins.
        

      
            The other galleries are equally impressive. An escalator slithers up and into a hollowed-out globe where two exhibits – The Power Within and Restless Surface – explain how wind, water, ice, gravity and life itself impact on the earth. For parents unsure of how to broach the facts of life, a quick whiz around the Human Biology section should do the trick.
        

      
            The 
                Darwin Centre
            
             
            houses a team of biologists and a staggering 20-million-plus species of animal and plant specimens. Take a lift to the top of the Cocoon, a seven-storey egg-shaped structure encased within a glass pavilion, and make your way down through the floors of interactive displays. Glass windows allow you to watch the scientists at work.
        

      [image: free]Science Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.sciencemuseum.org.uk; Exhibition Rd SW7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
            
            With seven floors of interactive and educational exhibits, the Science Museum covers everything from the Industrial Revolution to the exploration of space. There is something for all ages, from vintage cars, trains and aeroplanes to labour-saving devices for the home, a wind tunnel and flight simulator. Kids love the interactive sections. There’s also a 450-seat 
                Imax cinema
            
            .
        

      
            Kensington Palace 
                PALACE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.hrp.org.uk/Kensingtonpalace; Kensington Gardens W8; adult/child £13/6.25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                High St Kensington)
             
            Kensington Palace (1605) became the favourite royal residence under the joint reign of William and Mary and remained so until George III became king and moved across the park to Buckingham Palace. It still has private apartments where various members of the royal extended family live. In popular imagination it’s most associated with three intriguing princesses: Victoria (who was born here in 1819 and lived here with her domineering mother until her accession to the throne), Margaret (sister of the current queen, who lived here until her 2002 death) and, of course, Diana. More than a million bouquets were left outside the gates following her death in 1997.

      
            The building is undergoing major restoration work until January 2012. Rather than closing completely, sections of the palace have been transformed into a giant art installation. Leading artists and fashion designers have been given free rein to create their own enchanted spaces within the ornately painted and gilded rooms, which are changed every six months. All museumlike elements have been removed – there are no information panels, display cases, audio guides or tours. If you’re hungry for historical information, ask the warders, who have been rebranded ‘explainers’ for this very purpose.
        

      
            Kensington Gardens 
                PARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dawn-dusk;
             [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Queensway) 
            Blending in with Hyde Park, these royal gardens are part of Kensington Palace and hence popularly associated with Princess Diana. Diana devotees can visit the 
                Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Playground
            Offline map Google map
            in its northwest corner, a much more restrained royal remembrance than the over-the-top 
                Albert Memorial Offline map Google map
            
            
            . The latter is a lavish marble, mosaic and gold affair opposite the Royal Albert Hall, built to honour Queen Victoria’s husband, Albert (1819–61).
        

      
            The gardens also house the 
                Serpentine Gallery
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.serpentinegallery.org; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm)
            
            , one of London’s edgiest contemporary art spaces. The 
                Sunken Garden Offline map Google map
            
            
            , near the palace, is at its prettiest in summer, while tea in the 
                Orangery
            Offline map Google map 
            
             is a treat any time of the year. 

      
            Hyde Park 
                PARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                5.30am-midnight; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Marble Arch, Hyde Park Corner or Queensway)
             
            At 145 hectares, Hyde Park is central London’s largest open space. Henry VIII expropriated it from the Church in 1536, when it became a hunting ground and later a venue for duels, executions and horse racing. The 1851 Great Exhibition was held here, and during WWII the park became an enormous potato field. These days, it serves as an occasional concert venue and a full-time green space for fun and frolics. There’s boating on the 
                Serpentine
            for the energetic, while 
                Speaker’s Corner
            Offline map Google map
            is for oratorical acrobats. These days, it’s largely
            nutters and religious fanatics who address the bemused stragglers at Speaker’s
            Corner, maintaining the tradition begun in 1872 as a response to rioting. Nearby 
                Marble Arch
            
            was designed by John Nash in 1828 as the entrance to Buckingham Palace. It was moved here in 1851. The infamous Tyburn Tree, a three-legged 
            gallows, once stood nearby. It is estimated that up to 50,000 people were executed here between 1196 and 1783.

      
            A soothing structure, the 
                Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain
            Offline map Google map 
            is a circular stream that cascades gently and reassembles in a pool at the bottom; paddling is encouraged. It was unveiled in mid-2004, instigating an inevitable debate over matters of taste and gravitas.

      [image: free]Royal Hospital Chelsea
                HISTORIC BUILDINGS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.chelsea-pensioners.co.uk; Royal Hospital Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-noon Mon-Sat & 2-4pm daily; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq)
            
            Designed by 
            Christopher Wren, the Royal Hospital Chelsea 
            was built in 1692 to provide shelter for ex-servicemen. Today it houses hundreds of war veterans known as Chelsea Pensioners, charming old chaps who are generally regarded as national treasures. As you wander around the grounds or inspect the elegant chapel and interesting museum, you’ll see them pottering about in their winter blue coats or summer reds. The Chelsea Flower Show 
            takes place in the hospital grounds in May.

      
            Chelsea Physic Garden 
                GARDEN
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk; 66 Royal Hospital Rd SW3; adult/child £8/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-5pm Wed-Fri, noon-6pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq)
             
            One for the garden obsessives (the less hard-core should head to the many free parks or Kew), this historic botanical garden is one of the oldest in Europe, established in 1673 for apprentice apothecaries to study medicinal plants. An audio guide is included in the price, and tours commence at 3pm on Sundays.

                  
        
          [image: worth]
        

        
            
                ABBEY ROAD
            

            
                Beatles aficionados can’t possibly visit London without making a pilgrimage to 
                    Abbey Road Studios
                 
                    (3 Abbey Rd)
                
                in posh St John’s Wood. The fence outside is covered with decades of fans’ graffiti. Local traffic is by now
                accustomed to groups of tourists lining up on the zebra crossing to
                re-create the cover of the fab four’s 1969 album 
                    Abbey Road
                
                . To get here, take the tube to St John’s Wood, cross the road, follow Grove End Rd to its end and turn right.
            

        

      

      
            MARYLEBONE
        

      
            Hip Marylebone isn’t as exclusive as Mayfair, its southern neighbour, but it does have one of London’s nicest high streets and the very famous, if somewhat disappointing, Baker St. Apart from being immortalised in a hit song by Gerry Rafferty, Baker St is strongly associated with Sherlock Holmes (there’s a museum and gift shop at his fictional address, 221B).
        

      [image: free]Wallace Collection
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.wallacecollection.org; Manchester Sq W1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St)
             
            Housed in a beautiful, opulent, Italianate mansion, the Wallace Collection 
            is a treasure trove of exquisite 18th-century French furniture, Sèvres porcelain, arms, armour and art by masters such as Rubens, Titian, Rembrandt and Gainsborough. Audio guides are £4. Oliver Peyton’s Wallace Restaurant occupies a glassed-in courtyard at its centre.
        

      
            Regent’s Park 
                PARK
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Regent’s Park)
            
            A former royal hunting ground, Regent’s Park was designed by John Nash early in the 19th century, although what was actually laid out is only a fraction of the celebrated architect’s grand plan. Nevertheless, it’s one of London’s most lovely open spaces – at once serene and lively, cosmopolitan and local – with football pitches, tennis courts and a boating lake. 
                Queen Mary’s Gardens
            
            , towards the south of the park, are particularly pretty, with spectacular roses in summer. 
                Open Air Theatre
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 826 4242; www.openairtheatre.org)
            
            hosts performances of Shakespeare and other 
            classics here on summer evenings, along with comedy and concerts.

      
            London Zoo 
                ZOO
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.londonzoo.co.uk; Outer Circle, Regent’s Park NW1; adult/child £18/14; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.30pm Mar-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Feb; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
             
            A huge amount of money has been spent to bring London Zoo, established in 1828, into the modern world. It now has a swanky £5.3 million gorilla enclosure and is involved in gorilla conservation in Gabon. Feeding times, reptile handling and the petting zoo are guaranteed winners with the kids.

      
            Madame Tussauds 
                WAXWORKS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0870 400 3000; www.madame-tussauds.co.uk; Marylebone Rd NW1; adult/child £26/22; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Baker St)
             
            With so much fabulous free stuff to do in London, it’s a wonder that people still join lengthy queues to visit pricey Madame Tussauds, 
            but in a celebrity-obsessed, camera-happy world, the opportunity to pose beside Posh and Becks is not short on appeal. The full-size wax figures are remarkably lifelike and are as close to the real thing as most of us will get. It’s interesting to see which are the most popular; nobody wants to be photographed with Richard Branson, but Prince Charles and Camilla do a brisk trade.
        

      
            Honing her craft making effigies of victims of the French revolution, Tussaud brought her wares to England in 1802. Her Chamber of Horrors still survives (complete with the actual blade that took Marie Antoinette’s head), but it’s now joined by Chamber Live, where actors lunge at terrified visitors in the dark. The Spirit of London ride is wonderfully cheesy.
        

      
            Tickets are cheaper when ordered online; combined tickets with London Eye and London Dungeon are also available (adult/child £65/48).
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    Marylebone

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Handel House Museum
        D5
      

      
        2
        Madame Tussauds
        B1
      

      
        3
        Regent's Park
        B1
      

      
        4
        Wallace Collection
        B4
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        5
        La Fromagerie
        B2
      

      
        6
        Locanda Locatelli
        A4
      

      
        7
        Providores & Tapa Room
        C3
      

      
        8
        Zizzi
        B4
      

      
        9
        Zizzi
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        10
        Apartment C
        B2
      

      
        11
        Butler & Wilson
        D5
      

      
        12
        Daunt Books
        B2
      

      
        13
        Grays
        C5
      

      
        14
        KJ's Laundry
        C4
      

      
        15
        Selfridges
        B5
      

    

  



      
            BLOOMSBURY & ST PANCRAS
        

      With the University of London and British Museum within its genteel environs, it’s little wonder that Bloomsbury has attracted a lot of very clever, bookish people over the years. Between the world wars, these pleasant streets were colonised by a group of artists and intellectuals known collectively as the Bloomsbury Group, which included novelists Virginia Woolf and EM Forster and the economist John Maynard Keynes. Russell Square, its very heart, was laid out in 1800 and is one of London’s largest and loveliest.
        

      
            Most people are content to experience Kings Cross St Pancras subterraneously, as it’s a major interchange on the tube network, but the conversion of spectacular St Pancras station
             
            into the new Eurostar terminal and a ritzy apartment complex seems to be reviving the area’s fortunes. The streets are still grey and car-choked, but some decent accommodation options and interesting bars have sprung up.
        

            
                [image: 10-bloomsbury-bri9]

                
            

  
    Bloomsbury & St Pancras

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        British Library
        D1
      

      
        2
        Charles Dickens Museum
        G3
      

      
        3
        Foundling Museum
        F3
      

      
        4
        Wellcome Collection
        C2
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        5
        Arosfa Hotel
        C4
      

      
        
        Arran House Hotel
        (see 5)
      

      
        6
        Clink78
        G1
      

      
        7
        Clink261
        F1
      

      
        8
        Crescent Hotel
        E2
      

      
        9
        Generator
        E2
      

      
        10
        George
        E2
      

      
        11
        Harlingford Hotel
        E2
      

      
        12
        Hotel Cavendish
        C4
      

      
        13
        Jenkins Hotel
        D2
      

      14
        Jesmond Dene Hotel
E1

      
        15
        London Central YHA
        A4
      

      
        16
        London St Pancras YHA
        E1
      

      
        17
        Ridgemount Hotel
        D4
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        18
        GBK
        E3
      

      
        19
        Planet Organic
        C4
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        20
        Big Chill House
        F1
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        21
        Barfly
        D4
      

      
        22
        Bloomsbury Bowling Lanes
        D3
      

      23Curzon RenoirE3
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        24
        Gay's the Word
        E3
      

      
        25
        Waterstone's
        C4
      

    

  



      [image: free]British Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7323 8000; www.britishmuseum.org; Great Russell St WC1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.30pm Sat-Wed, to 8.30pm Thu & Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Russell Sq)
             
            The country’s largest museum and one of the oldest and finest in the world, this famous museum boasts vast Egyptian, Etruscan, Greek, Roman, European and Middle Eastern galleries, among many others.

      
            Begun in 1753 with a ‘cabinet of curiosities’ bequeathed by Sir Hans Sloane to the nation on his death, the collection mushroomed over the ensuing years partly through the plundering of the empire. The grand 
                Enlightenment Gallery
             
            was the first section of the redesigned museum to be built (in 1823).

      
            Among the must-sees are the 
                Rosetta Stone
            
            , the key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphics, discovered in 1799; the controversial 
                Parthenon Sculptures 
            (aka Elgin Marbles) stripped from the walls of the Parthenon in Athens by Lord Elgin (the British ambassador to the Ottoman Empire), and which Greece wants returned; the stunning 
                Oxus Treasure
            
            of 7th- to 4th-century-BC Persian gold; and the Anglo-Saxon 
                Sutton Hoo
            
             
            burial relics.
        

      
            The 
                Great Court
            
            was restored and augmented by Norman Foster in 2000 and now has a spectacular glass-and-steel roof, making it one of the most impressive architectural spaces in the capital. In the centre is the 
                Reading Room
            
            , with its stunning blue-and-gold domed ceiling, where Karl Marx wrote the
             
                Manifesto of the Communist Party
            . 

      
            You’ll need multiple visits to savour even the highlights here; happily there are 15 half-hour free ‘eye opener’ tours between 11am and 3.45pm daily, focusing on different parts of the collection. Other tours include the 90-minute highlights tour at 10.30am, 1pm and 3pm daily (adult/child £8/5), and audio guides are available (£4.50). 

      [image: free]British Library
                LIBRARY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.bl.uk; 96 Euston Rd NW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-6pm Mon & Wed-Fri, 9.30am-8pm Tue, 9.30am-5pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                King’s Cross St Pancras)
             
            You need to be a ‘reader’ (ie member) to use the vast collection of the library, 
            but the Treasures gallery is open to everyone. Here you’ll find Shakespeare’s first folio, Leonardo da Vinci’s notebooks, the lyrics to ‘A Hard Day’s Night’ scribbled on the back of Julian Lennon’s birthday card, Oscar Wilde’s handwritten ‘Ballad Of Reading Gaol’
            
                ,
            
            religious texts from around the world and, most importantly, the 4th-century 
                Codex Sinaiticus
            
            (one of the earliest Bibles) and 1215 
                Magna Carta
            
            .
        

      [image: free]Wellcome Collection
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.wellcomecollection.org; 183 Euston Rd NW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat, 10am-10pm Thu, 11am-6pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Euston Sq)
             
            Focusing on the interface of art, science and medicine, this clever museum is surprisingly fascinating. There are interactive displays where you can scan your face and watch it stretched into the statistical average; wacky modern sculptures inspired by various medical conditions; and downright creepy things, like an actual cross-section of a body and enlargements of parasites (fleas, body lice, scabies) at terrifying proportions.

      
            Foundling Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.foundlingmuseum.org.uk; 40 Brunswick Sq WC1; adult/child £7.50/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Russell Sq)
            
            , The Foundling Hospital opened in 1741 at a time of such extreme poverty that a thousand babies were abandoned annually. Hogarth was a founding governor, and in order to raise funds he hung his own artwork in the hospital’s picture gallery and encouraged other artists to do the same – creating the first permanent exhibition space in Britain. The hospital closed and was demolished in 1928, but this neighbouring building recalls its social and artistic legacy.
        

      
            Leading-edge artists still exhibit their work here, along with art from throughout the hospital’s history. Most affecting is the display of the trinkets and tokens that mothers left as a parting gift to their children; they were never passed on.
        

      
            The top floor is devoted to a collection of Handel memorabilia – including concert programs, tickets and the composer’s handwritten will. Handel staged an annual performance of his greatest work, 
                Messiah,
             
            as a fundraiser for the hospital.

      
            Charles Dickens Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.dickensmuseum.com; 48 Doughty St WC1; adult/child £6/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Russell Sq)
            
            Dickens’ sole surviving London residence is where his work really flourished – 
                The Pickwick Papers
            
            
                , 
            
                Nicholas Nickleby
            
            and 
                Oliver Twist
             
            were all written here. The handsome four-storey house opened as a museum in 1925, and visitors can stroll through rooms chock-a-block with fascinating memorabilia.

      
            CAMDEN TOWN
        

      
            Once well outside the city limits, the former hamlets of North London have long since been gobbled up by the metropolis, and yet they still maintain a semblance of a village atmosphere and distinct local identity. Not as resolutely wealthy as the west or as gritty as the east, the ‘Norf’ is a strange mix of genteel terrace houses and council estates, and contains some of London’s hippest neighbourhoods.
        

      
            Technicolor hairstyles, facial furniture, intricate tattoos and ambitious platform shoes are the look of bohemian Camden Town, a lively neighbourhood of pubs, live-music venues, interesting boutiques and, most famously, Camden Market. There are often some cartoon punks hanging around earning a few bucks for being photographed by tourists, as well as none-too-discreet dope dealers.
        

    

  
    
      
            HOXTON, SHOREDITCH & SPITALFIELDS
        

      
            Fans of the long-running TV soap 
                Eastenders
             
            may find it hard to recognise its setting in traditionally working-class but increasingly trendy enclaves like these. The fact is you’re more likely to hear a proper Cockney accent in Essex these days than you are in much of the East End. Over the centuries waves of immigrants have left their mark here, and it’s a great place to come for diverse ethnic cuisine and vibrant nightlife.
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    Hoxton, Shoreditch & Spitalfields
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                  [image: top-choice]Dennis Severs’ House
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7247 4013; www.dennissevershouse.co.uk; 18 Folgate St E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            This extraordinary Georgian House is set up as if its occupants had just walked out the door. There are half-drunk cups of tea, lit candles and, in a perhaps unnecessary attention to detail, a full chamber pot by the bed. More than a museum, it’s an opportunity to meditate on the minutiae of everyday Georgian life through silent exploration.

      
            Bookings are required for the Monday evening candlelit sessions (£12; 6pm to 9pm), but you can just show up on the first and third Sundays of the month (£8; noon to 4pm) or the following Mondays (£5; noon to 2pm).
        

      [image: free]Geffrye Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.geffrye-museum.org.uk; 136 Kingsland Rd E2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            If you like nosing around other people’s homes, the Geffrye Museum will be a positively orgasmic experience. Devoted to middle-class domestic interiors, these former almshouses (1714) have been converted into a series of living rooms dating from 1630 to the current Ikea generation. On top of the interiors porn, the back garden has been transformed into period garden ‘rooms’ and a lovely walled herb garden (April to October only).
        

      
            The museum is three blocks along Kingsland Rd, the continuation of Shoreditch High St.
        

      [image: free]White Cube
                GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.whitecube.com; 48 Hoxton Sq N1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Tue-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Set in an industrial building with an impressive glazed-roof extension, White Cube has an interesting program of contemporary-art exhibitions, from sculptures to video, installations and painting.
        


      
            DOCKLANDS
        

      
            Docklands’ Canary Wharf and Isle of Dogs, to the east of the City, are now an island of tower blocks, rivalling those of the City itself. London’s port was once the world’s greatest, the hub of the enormous global trade of the British Empire. Since being pummelled by the Luftwaffe in WWII, its fortunes have been topsy-turvy, but the massive development of Canary Wharf has replaced its crusty seadogs with battalions of dark-suited office workers. It’s an interesting if slightly sterile environment, best viewed while hurtling around on the DLR (Docklands Light Railway).
        

      [image: free]Museum of London Docklands
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.museumoflondon.org.uk/docklands; Hertsmere Rd, West India Quay E17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm; DLR West India Quay)
             
            Housed in a heritage-listed warehouse, this outpost of the Museum of London uses a combination of artefacts and multimedia to chart the history of the city through its river and docks. There’s a lot to see here, including an affecting section on the slave trade. The museum faces West India Quay; head west (towards the city) from the DLR station.

      
            GREENWICH 

      
            Simultaneously the first and last place on earth, Greenwich (
            
                gren
            
            -itch) straddles the hemispheres as well as the ages. More than any of the villages swamped by London, Greenwich has retained its own sense of identity based on splendid architecture and strong connections with the sea and science. All the great architects of the Enlightenment made their mark here, leaving an extraordinary cluster of buildings that have earned ‘Maritime Greenwich’ its place on Unesco’s World Heritage list.
        

      
            Greenwich is easily reached on the DLR or via train from London Bridge. 
                
                Thames River Services
                  
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7930 4097; www.thamesriverservices.co.uk)
            has boats departing from Westminster Pier (single/return £9.50/12.50, one hour, every 40 minutes), or alternatively take the cheaper Thames Clippers ferry. The 
                Cutty Sark,
            
            a famous Greenwich landmark, remains closed while repairs continue on the boat, which was damaged by fire in 2007. 

      [image: free]Old Royal Naval College
                HISTORIC BUILDINGS
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.oldroyalnavalcollege.org; 2 Cutty Sark Gardens SE10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; DLR Cutty Sark)
            
            Designed by Wren, the Old Royal Naval College is a magnificent example of monumental classical architecture. Parts are now used by the University of Greenwich and Trinity College of Music, but you can visit the 
                chapel
            
            and the extraordinary 
                Painted Hall
            
            , which took artist Sir James Thornhill 19 years of hard graft to complete.
        

      
            The complex was built on the site of the 15th-century Palace of Placentia, the birthplace of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. This Tudor connection, along with Greenwich’s industrial and maritime history, is explored in the 
                Discover Greenwich 
            centre. The tourist office is based here, along with a cafe and microbrewery. Tours of the complex leave at 2pm daily, taking in areas not otherwise open to the public (£5, 90 minutes). You can also buy ‘walkcards’ (50p) for themed self-guided tours of Greenwich: 
                Highlights
            
            (40 minutes), 
                Royal
            
            (80 minutes), 
                Viewpoints
            
            and 
                Architecture
             
            (both 90 minutes).

      
            
                Greenwich Guided Walks
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0757-577 2298; www.greenwichtours.co.uk; adult/child £6/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                12.15pm & 2.15pm)
             
            leave from the tourist office.

      [image: free]National Maritime Museum
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-8858 4422; www.nmm.ac.uk; Romney Rd SE10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm; DLR Cutty Sark)
             
            Directly behind the old college, the National Maritime Museum 
            completes Greenwich’s trump hand of historic buildings. The museum itself houses a large collection of paraphernalia recounting Britain’s seafaring history. Exhibits range from interactive displays to humdingers like Cook’s journals and Nelson’s uniform, complete with a hole from the bullet that killed him. The mood changes abruptly between galleries (one is devoted to toy ships while another examines the slave trade).
        

      
            At the centre of the site, the elegant Palladian 
                Queen’s House
             
            has been restored to something like Inigo Jones’ intention when he designed it in 1616 for the wife of Charles I. It’s a refined setting for a gallery focusing on illustrious seafarers and historic Greenwich.

      
            Behind Queen’s House, idyllic 
                Greenwich Park
            
            climbs up the hill, affording great views of London. It’s capped by the 
                Royal Observatory
             
                (same hours as rest of museum, until 7pm May-Aug)
            
            , which Charles II had built in 1675 to help solve the
            riddle of longitude. Success was confirmed in 1884 when Greenwich was designated as the prime meridian of the world, and Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) became the universal measurement of standard time. Here you can stand with your 
            feet straddling the western and eastern hemispheres.

      
            If you arrive just before lunchtime, you will see a bright-red ball climb the observatory’s northeast turret at 12.58pm and drop at 1pm – as it has every day since 1833 when it was introduced for ships on the Thames to set their clocks by.
        

      
            The observatory’s galleries are split into those devoted to astronomy and those devoted to time. There’s also a 120-seat 
                planetarium
             
                (adult/child £6.50/4.50)
             
            screening a roster of digital presentations; the website is updated daily with details.

      
            O2 
                PERFORMANCE VENUE
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.theo2.co.uk; Peninsula Sq SE10; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                North Greenwich)
             
            The world’s largest dome (365m in diameter) opened on 1 January 2000, at a cost of £789 million, as the Millennium Dome, but closed on 31 December, only hours before the third millennium began. Renamed the O2, it’s now a 20,000-seat sports and entertainment arena surrounded by shops and restaurants. It has hosted some massive concerts, including the one-off Led Zeppelin reunion and a 21-night purple reign by Prince; but alas not Michael Jackson’s sold-out 50-show run that was imminent at the time of his death. There are ferry services from central London on concert nights.

      
            HAMPSTEAD & HIGHGATE
        

      
            These quaint and well-heeled villages, perched on hills north of London, are home to an inordinate number of celebrities.
        

      
            Hampstead Heath 
                PARK
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: icontrainpng]
            
                Gospel Oak or Hampstead Heath)
            
            With its 320 hectares of rolling meadows and wild woodlands, Hampstead Heath is a
            million miles away – well, approximately four – from central London. A walk up 
                Parliament Hill
             
            affords one of the most spectacular views of the city, and on summer days it’s popular with picnickers. Also bewilderingly popular are the murky brown waters of the single-sex and mixed bathing ponds (basically duck ponds with people splashing about in them), although most folk are content just to sun themselves around London’s ‘beach’.

      
            
                Kenwood House
             
                (www.english-heritage.org.uk; Hampstead Lane NW3; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11.30am-4pm)
             
            is a magnificent neoclassical mansion (1764) on the northern side of the heath that houses a collection of paintings by English and European masters including Rembrandt, Vermeer, Turner and Gainsborough.

      
            Highgate Cemetery 
                CEMETERY
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-8340 1834; www.highgate-cemetery.org; Swain’s Lane N6; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Archway)
            
            The cemetery weaves a creepy kind of magic with its Victorian symbols – shrouded urns, obelisks, upturned torches (life extinguished) and broken columns (life cut short) – eerily overgrown graves and the twisting paths of the 
                West Cemetery 
            
                (adult/child £7/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                tours 2pm Mon-Fri Mar-Nov, hourly 11am-3pm Sat & Sun year-long)
            
            , where admission is by tour only; bookings are essential for weekday tours. In the less atmospheric 
                East Cemetery
             
                (adult/child £3/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat & Sun Mar-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Feb)
            
            , you can pay your respects to Karl Marx and George Eliot.
        

      
            From Archway station, walk up Highgate Hill until you reach Waterlow Park on the left. Go through the park; the cemetery gates are opposite the exit.
        

      
            Freud Museum 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.freud.org.uk; 20 Maresfield Gardens NW3; adult/child £6/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-5pm Wed-Sun)
             
            After fleeing Nazi-occupied Vienna in 1938, Sigmund Freud lived the last year of his life here. The fascinating Freud Museum maintains his study and library much as he left it, with his couch, books and collection of small Egyptian figures and other antiquities. Excerpts of dream analyses are scattered around the house, and there’s a video presentation upstairs.

      
            OUTSIDE CENTRAL LONDON
        

      
            Kew Gardens 
                PARK
            
        

      
      
            
                (020-8332 5655; www.kew.org.uk; Kew Rd; adult/child £14/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-6.30pm, earlier closing in winter; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Kew Gardens)
             
            In 1759 botanists began rummaging around the world for specimens they could plant in the 3-hectare plot known as the Royal Botanic Gardens. They never stopped collecting, and the gardens, which have bloomed to 120 hectares, provide the most comprehensive botanical collection on earth (including the world’s largest collection of orchids). It’s now recognised as a Unesco World Heritage Site.

      
            You can easily spend a whole day wandering around, but if you’re pressed for time, the 
                Kew Explorer
             
                (adult/child £4/1)
             
            is a hop-on/hop-off road train that leaves from Victoria Gate and takes in the gardens’ main sights.

      
            Highlights include the enormous 
                Palm House
            
            , a hothouse of metal and curved sheets of glass; the impressive 
                Princess of Wales Conservatory
            
            ; the red-brick, 1631 
                Kew Palace
             
                (www.hrp.org.uk/kewpalace; adult/child £5/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Easter-Sep)
            
            , formerly King George III’s country retreat; the celebrated 
                Great Pagoda
            
            designed by
            William Chambers in 1762; and the 
                Temperate House
            
            , which is the world’s largest ornamental glasshouse and home to its biggest indoor plant, the 18m Chilean wine palm.
        

      
            The gardens are easily reached by tube, but you might prefer to take a cruise on a riverboat from the 
                
                Westminster Passenger Services Association
             
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7930 2062; www.wpsa.co.uk)
            
            , which runs several daily boats from April to October, departing from Westminster Pier (return adult/child £18/9, 90 minutes).
        

      
            Hampton Court Palace 
                PALACE
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.hrp.org.uk/HamptonCourtPalace; adult/child £14/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Apr-Oct, to 4.30pm Nov-Mar; 
            [image: icontrainpng]
            
                Hampton Court) 
            Built by Cardinal Thomas Wolsey in 1514 but coaxed out of him by Henry VIII just before the chancellor fell from favour, Hampton Court Palace is England’s largest and grandest Tudor structure. It was already one of the most sophisticated palaces in Europe when, in the 17th century, Wren was commissioned to build an extension. The result is a beautiful blend of Tudor and ‘restrained baroque’ architecture.
        

      
            Take a themed tour led by costumed historians or, if you’re in a rush, visit the highlights: 
                Henry VIII’s State Apartments
            
            , including the Great Hall with its spectacular hammer-beamed roof; the 
                Tudor Kitchens
            
            , staffed by ‘servants’; and the 
                Wolsey Rooms
            
            . You could easily spend a day exploring the palace and its 60 acres of riverside gardens, especially if you get lost in the 300-year-old 
                maze
            
            .
        

      
            Hampton Court is 13 miles southwest of central London and is easily reached by train from Waterloo. Alternatively, the riverboats that head from Westminster to Kew continue here (return adult/child £23/12, three hours).
        

      
            Richmond Park 
                PARK
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Richmond) 
            London’s wildest park spans more than 1000 hectares and is home to all sorts of wildlife, most notably herds of red and fallow deer. It’s a terrific place for bird-watching, rambling and cycling.
        

      
            To get there from Richmond tube station, turn left along George St then left at the fork that leads up Richmond Hill. 

      
        
            
                LONDON FOR CHILDREN
            

            
                London has plenty of sights that parents and kids can enjoy together, and many of them are free, including the Natural History Museum, Science Museum and all of the city’s parks, many of which have excellent playgrounds. Pricier but popular attractions include London Dungeon (for older children), London Zoo, Madame Tussauds, Tower of London, Sea Life and the London Eye. On top of that, there are city farms (see www.london-footprints.co.uk/visitfarms.htm) and the big galleries have activities for children. However, don’t expect a warm welcome in swanky restaurants or pubs.
            

            
                All top-range hotels offer in-house babysitting services. Prices vary enormously from hotel to hotel, so ask the concierge about hourly rates. Alternatively try www.sitters.co.uk: membership costs £12.75 for three months, then sitters cost around £8 per hour plus a £4 booking fee.
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            Tours
        

      
            One of the best ways to orient yourself when you first arrive in London is with a 24-hour hop-on/hop-off pass for the double-decker bus tours. The buses loop around interconnecting routes throughout the day, providing a commentary as they go, and the price includes a river cruise and three walking tours. You’ll save a couple of pounds by booking online.
        

      
            
                Original London Sightseeing 
                Tour 
                BUS TOURS
             

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-8877 1722; www.theoriginaltour.com; adult/child £25/12)
            
        

      
            
                Big Bus Company
             
                BUS TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7233 9533; www.bigbustours.com; adult/child £26/10)
            
        

      
            
                Citisights
             
                WALKING TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-8806 3742; www.chr.org.uk/cswalks.htm)
             
            Focuses on the academic and the literary.

      
            
                London Beatles Walks
             
                WALKING TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                07958 706329; www.beatlesinlondon.com)
             
            Following the footsteps of the Fab Four.

      
            
                London Walks
             
                WALKING TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7624 3978; www.walks.com)
             
            Harry Potter tours, ghost walks and the ever-popular Jack the Ripper tours.

      
            
                London Mystery Walks
             
                WALKING TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                07957 388280; www.tourguides.org.uk)
            
        

      
            
                City Cruises
             
                FERRY TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7740 0400; www.citycruises.com; single/return trips from £8/11, day pass £13)
            
            Ferry service between Westminster, 
            Waterloo, Tower and Greenwich piers.

      
            
                Black Taxi Tours of London
             
                TAXI TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7935 9363; www.blacktaxitours.co.uk; 8am-6pm £100, 6pm-midnight £110, plus £5 on weekends)
             
            Takes up to five people on a two-hour spin past the major sights with a chatty cabbie as your guide.

      
            
                London Bicycle Tour 
                Company 
                CYCLING TOURS 
            
Offline map Google map
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7928 6838; www.londonbicycle.com; 1A Gabriel’s Wharf, 56 Upper Ground SE1; tour incl bike £16-19; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            Themed 2½- to 3½-hour tours of the ‘East’, ‘Central’ or ‘Royal West’.

      
            
                City Jogging Tours
             
                JOGGING TOURS 
            

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 544 0433; www.cityjoggingstories.co.uk; tours £26) 
            Combine sightseeing with keeping fit on a 6km route, graded for ‘gentle joggers’ or ‘recreational runners’.

      
            
                London Duck Tours
             
                AMPHIBIOUS-VEHICLE TOURS 

Offline map Google map
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7928 3132; www.londonducktours.co.uk; County Hall SE1; adult/child from £20/16; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            Cruise the streets in the same sort of amphibious landing craft used on D-Day before making a dramatic plunge into the Thames.
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            Festivals & Events
        

      
            
                Chinese New Year
             
                ETHNIC CELEBRATION 

            Late January or early February sees Chinatown snap, crackle and pop with fireworks, a colourful street parade and eating aplenty.
        

      
            
                
                University Boat Race
             
             
                BOAT RACE 
            

                (www.theboatrace.org)
             
            A posh-boy grudge match held annually since 1829 between the rowing crews of Oxford and Cambridge Universities (late March).

      
            
                
                London Marathon
             
             
                MARATHON 
            

                (www.london-marathon.co.uk)
             
            Up to half a million spectators watch the whippet-thin champions and bizarrely clad amateurs take to the streets in late April.

      
            
                
                Camden Crawl
             
             
                MUSIC FESTIVAL 
            

                (www.thecamdencrawl.com; 1-/2-day pass £39/62)
             
            Your chance to spot the next big thing on the music scene or witness a secret gig by an established act, with 40 of Camden’s venues given over to live music for two full days (late April/early May).

      
            
                
                Chelsea Flower Show
             
             
                HORTICULTURAL SHOW 
            

                (www.rhs.org.uk/chelsea; Royal Hospital Chelsea; admission £19-42)
             
            Held in May, arguably the world’s most renowned horticultural show attracts green fingers from near and far.

      
            
                
                Trooping the Colour
            
             
                ROYAL PAGEANT 


            Celebrating the Queen’s official birthday (in June), this ceremonial procession of troops, marching along the Mall for their monarch’s inspection, is a pageantry overload.
        

      
            
                Royal Academy Summer Exhibition
             
                ART EXHIBITION 
            

                (www.royalacademy.org.uk; adult/child £9.50/5)
             
            Running from mid-June to mid-August, this is an annual showcase of works submitted by artists from all over Britain, mercifully distilled to 1200 or so pieces.

      
            
                Meltdown Festival
             
                MUSIC FESTIVAL 
            

                (www.southbankcentre.co.uk)
             
            The Southbank Centre hands over the curatorial reins to a legend of contemporary music (such as David Bowie, Morrissey or Patti Smith) to pull together a full program of concerts, talks and films in late June.

      
            
                
                Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
                Championships 
             
                TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
            

                (www.wimbledon.org) 
            Held at the end of June, the world’s most prestigious tennis event is as much about strawberries, cream and tradition as smashing balls.
        

      
            
                
                Pride
             
             
                GAY & LESBIAN PARADE 
            

                (www.pridelondon.org) 
            The big event on the gay and lesbian calendar, a Technicolor street parade heads through the West End in late June or early July, culminating in a concert in Trafalgar Sq.
        

      
            
                Lovebox
             
                MUSIC FESTIVAL 
            

                (www.lovebox.net)
             
            London’s contribution to the summer music festival circuit is held in Victoria Park in mid-July.

      
            
                
                Notting Hill Carnival
             
             
                ETHNIC CARNIVAL 
            

                (www.nottinghillcarnival.biz)
             
            Held over two days in August, this is Europe’s largest and London’s most vibrant outdoor carnival, where London’s Caribbean community shows the city how to party. Unmissable and truly crazy.
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            Sleeping
        

      
            Take a deep breath and sit down before reading this section because no matter what your budget, London is a horribly pricey city to sleep in – one of the most expensive in the world, in fact. Anything below £80 per night for a double is pretty much ‘budget’, and at the top end, how does a £3500 penthouse sound? For this book we’ve defined the price categories for London differently from the other chapters. Double rooms ranging between £80 and £180 per night are considered midrange; cheaper or more expensive options fall into the budget or the top-end categories, respectively.
        

      
            Ignoring the scary money stuff for a minute, London has a wonderful selection of interesting hotels, whether brimming with history or zany modern decor. Most of the ritzier places offer substantial discounts on the weekends, for advance bookings and at quiet times (if there is such a thing in London).
        

      
            Public transport is good, so you don’t need to be sleeping at Buckingham Palace to be at the heart of things. However, if you’re planning some late nights and don’t fancy enduring the night buses (a consummate London experience, but one you’ll want only once) it’ll make sense not to wander too far from the action.
        

      
            London’s a noisy city, so expect a bit of the din to seep into your room. If you’re a light sleeper, earplugs are a sensible precaution, as is requesting a room back from the street and higher up.
        

      
            It’s now becoming the norm for budget and midrange places to offer free wireless internet. The expensive places will offer it, too, but often charge. Hostels tend to serve free breakfast (of the toast-and-cereal variety). If your hotel charges for breakfast, check the prices; anything over £8 just isn’t worth it when there are so many eateries to explore.
        

      
            Budget accommodation is scattered about, with some good options in Southwark and St Pancras. For something a little nicer, check out Bloomsbury, Fitzrovia, Bayswater and Earl’s Court. If you’ve the cash to splash, consider the West End, Clerkenwell and Kensington.
        

      
            WESTMINSTER & ST JAMES’S
        

      
            A bed in the Queen’s own hood can be as ritzy as the Ritz, but there are some surprisingly affordable options.
        

      
            Rubens at the Palace 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7834 6600; www.rubenshotel.com; 39 Buckingham Palace Rd SW1; r from £149; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria)
             
            Opposite Buckingham Palace, it’s perhaps not surprising to find that Rubens is a firm favourite with Americans looking for that quintessential British experience. The rooms are monarchist chic: heavy patterned fabrics, dark wood, thick drapes and crowns above the beds.

      
            WEST END
        

      
            Like on the Monopoly board, if you land on a Mayfair hotel you may have to sell a house, or at least remortgage. This is the heart of the action, so naturally accommodation comes at a price, and a hefty one at that. A couple of hostels cater for would-be Soho hipsters of more modest means. 

      [image: top-choice]Haymarket Hotel
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Piccadilly Circus)
            
            The building was designed by John Nash (Buckingham Palace’s main man), but the rest is Kit Kemp all the way. We love the 
            gold lounges around the sunset-lit indoor swimming pool.

      
        
            
                THE KIT KEMP CLUB
            

            
                Kit Kemp’s interiors purr loudly rather than whisper. She’s waved her magically deranged wand over all the hotels of London’s boutique 
                    Firmdale chain
                 
                    (www.firmdalehotels.com)
                
                , creating bold, playful spaces full of zany fabrics, crazy sculpture and sheer luxury. Yet somehow she manages to create an old-fashioned feel from a thoroughly modern sensibility. While nonconformity is the norm, key values are shared throughout the chain: welcoming staff, inviting guest lounges with honesty bars, a dressmaker’s dummy in each bedroom (some in miniature) and beautiful grey-flecked granite bathrooms.
            

        

      

      
            Hazlitt’s 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Staying in this charming Georgian house (1718) is a trip back into a time when four-poster beds and claw-foot baths were the norm for gentlefolk. Each of the individually decorated 30 rooms is packed with antiques and named after a personage connected with the house.

      [image: sustainable]One Aldwych
                HOTEL 
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                Covent Garden)
             
            Granite bathrooms, long swimming pool with underwater music, majestic bar and restaurant, modern art, and a lift that changes colour to literally lift your mood.

      
            Brown’s Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Green Park)
             
            Rudyard Kipling penned many of his works here, Kate Moss has frequented the spa and both Queen Victoria and Winston Churchill dropped in for tea. There’s a lovely old-world feel to Browns, but without the snootiness of other Mayfair hotels. The rooms have every modern comfort.

      
            Soho Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Oxford Circus)
             
            Hello Kitty! This Kit Kemp–designed hotel has a giant cat sculpture in a reception that looks like a psychedelic candy store; try to refrain from licking the walls.

      
            Covent Garden Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Covent Garden)
             
            This well-positioned Firmdale hotel (Click here
            ) has a gym and private cinema.
        

      
            Oxford St YHA 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                Oxford Circus)
             
            In most respects, this is a bog-standard YHA hostel, with tidy rooms and all the usual facilities (kitchen, TV room, laundry). What it’s got going for it are a terrific (albeit noisy) location and decent views over London’s rooftops from some of the rooms.

      
            THE CITY
        

      
            Bristling with bankers during the week, you can often pick up a considerable bargain in the City on weekends.
        

      
            Threadneedles 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Bank) 
            The incredible stained-glass dome in the lobby points to Threedneedles’ former status as a bank HQ. Today it’s still popular with suits, but the atmosphere is chic rather than stuffy. Request one of the two deluxe rooms with balconies.
        

      
            Apex City of London 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Tower Hill) 
            Business-focused but close enough to the Tower to hear the heads roll, the Apex offers particularly enticing weekend rates, a gym, huge TVs, free wi-fi and a rubber ducky in every room.
        

      
            SOUTH BANK
        

      
            Immediately south of the river is a good spot if you want to immerse yourself in workaday London and still be central.
        

      
            Captain Bligh House 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Lambeth North) 
            The blue disc by the door confirms that this 1780 house, opposite the Imperial War Museum, belonged to the unfortunate Bligh, of Mutiny on the Bounty and Rum Rebellion infamy. No such bad luck awaits guests who manage to snag one of the two comfortable, reasonably priced rooms nowadays.
        

      
            Mad Hatter Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Southwark)
             
            There’s nothing particularly mad (or even unusual) about it, but this is a good hotel with decent-sized rooms and unassuming decor hiding behind a lovely Victorian frontage. Prices fall considerably on weekends.
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                HOTEL 
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                Borough)
             
            Though it’s somewhat pricey during the week, this generic but comfortable business hotel drops its rates considerably to attract the weekender visitors.

      
            St Christopher’s Village 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                London Bridge) 
            The Village – a huge, up-for-it party hostel, with a club that opens until 4am on the weekends and a roof terrace bar – is the main hub of three locations on the same street. It’s either heaven or hell, depending on what side of 30 you’re on. The others are much smaller, quieter and, frankly, more pleasant. 
                St Christopher’s Inn
            Offline map Google map 
                (121 Borough High St)
            
            is above a very nice pub, while 
                Orient Express
            Offline map Google map 
                (59 Borough High St)
             
            is a dude-free zone.
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                BOOKING SERVICES
            

            
                
                    At Home in London
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-8748 1943; www.athomeinlondon.co.uk)
                 
                B&Bs.

            
                
                    British Hotel Reservation Centre
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7592 3055; www.bhrconline.com)
                
            

            
                
                    GKLets
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7613 2805; www.gklets.co.uk) 
                Apartments.

            
                
                    London Homestead Services 
                
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7286 5115; www.lhslondon.com)
                 
                B&Bs.

            
                
                    LondonTown 
                
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7437 4370; www.londontown.com) 
                Hotel and B&Bs.

            
                
                    Uptown Reservations
                 
                    (
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                    020-7937 2001; www.uptownres.co.uk) 
                Upmarket B&Bs.
            

            
                
                    Visit London
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0871 222 3118, per min 10p; www.visitlondonoffers.com)
                 
                Hotels.

        

      

      
            PIMLICO
        

      
            Luna Simone Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Pimlico)
             
            The blue-and-yellow rooms aren’t huge, but they’re clean and calming; the ones at the back are quieter. Belgrave Rd follows on from Eccleston Bridge, directly behind Victoria Station.

      
            Windermere Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Victoria)
             
            Chintzy but comfortable early-Victorian town house. The cheapest rooms share bathrooms.

      
            BELGRAVIA
        

      
            Lime Tree Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Victoria)
            
            A smartly renovated Georgian town house hotel with a beautiful back garden to catch the late-afternoon rays. Contemporary renovations have left it the best of the Belgravia crop. 

      
            Also recommended:
        

      
                B&B Belgravia
                
                B&B 
            
                ££ 
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                Victoria)
             
            This small hotel’s unassuming facade belies a contemporary interior, although a new coat of paint wouldn’t go astray.

            
                Morgan House
            
                B&B 
            
                £ 
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                Victoria)
             
            Pleasant Georgian town house with homely rooms, some en suite.

      
            KNIGHTSBRIDGE
        

      
            Knightsbridge is where you’ll find some of London’s best-known department stores, including Harrods and Harvey Nicks.
        

      
            Levin 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Knightsbridge)
             
            As close as you can get to sleeping in Harrods, the Levin knows its market. Despite the baby-blue colour scheme, there’s a subtle femininity to the decor, although it’s far too elegant to be flouncy.

      
            Knightsbridge Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Knightsbridge)
             
            Another Firmdale property (Click here
            ), the Knightsbridge is on a quiet, tree-lined cul-de-sac very close to Harrods.
        

      
            CHELSEA & KENSINGTON
        

      
            Classy Chelsea and Kensington offer easy access to the museums and fashion retailers. It’s all a bit sweetie-darling, along with the prices. 

      
            Number Sixteen 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                South Kensington)
             
            The least pricey of the Firmdale hotels (Click here
            ), with a lovely garden tucked away.
        

      
            Gore 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Gloucester Rd)
             
            A short stroll from the Royal Albert Hall, the Gore serves up British grandiosity (antiques, carved four-posters, a secret bathroom in the Tudor room) with a large slice of camp. How else could you describe the Judy Garland, Dame Nellie and Miss Fanny rooms, named after famous former occupants?

      
            Vicarage Private Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                High St Kensington)
             
            You can see Kensington Palace from the doorstep of this grand Victorian town house, which opens on to a cul-de-sac. The cheaper rooms (without bathrooms) are on floors three and four, so you may get a view as well as a workout.

      
            EARL’S COURT & FULHAM
        

      
            West London’s Earl’s Court is lively, cosmopolitan and so popular with travelling Antipodeans it’s been nicknamed Kangaroo Valley. There are no real sights, but it does have inexpensive digs and an infectious holiday atmosphere.
        

      
            Barclay House 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Fulham Broadway)
             
            A proper homestay B&B, the two comfy bedrooms in this charming Victorian town house share a bathroom and an exceptionally welcoming hostess. You’ll be well set up to conquer London with helpful tips, maps, umbrellas and a full stomach. From the tube station head west on Fulham Broadway and then look out for Barclay Rd on your left.

      
            Twenty Nevern Square 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Earl’s Court)
             
            An Ottoman theme runs through this Victorian town-house hotel, where a mix of wooden furniture, luxurious fabrics and natural light helps maximise space – even in the cheaper bedrooms, which are not particularly large. Exit the tube station from the rear and turn right into Warwick St and then take the second right.

      
            Base 
                APARTMENT HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Earl’s Court)
             
            With smart decor, power showers, flatscreen TVs with internet access and artfully concealed kitchenettes, this boutique establishment feels like a four-star hotel without the hefty price tag. Enter the tube station from the front entrance, cross Earl’s Court Rd and take Earl’s Court Gardens, turning right at the end.

      
            easyHotel 
                CAPSULE HOTEL 
            
                £
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.easyhotel.com; r from £25; 
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                Earls Court
            
            
                (44 West Cromwell Rd SW5; 
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                Earl’s Court); 
            
                Paddington
            
            
                (10 Norfolk Pl W2; 
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                Paddington); 
            
                South Kensington
            
            
                (14 Lexham Gardens W8; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Gloucester Rd); 
            
                Victoria
            
            
                (36 Belgrave Rd SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria)
            
            Run along the same principles as its sibling business easyJet, this no-frills chain has tiny rooms with even tinier bathrooms, all bedecked in their trademark garish orange. 

      
            NOTTING HILL, BAYSWATER & PADDINGTON
        

      
            Don’t be fooled by Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant’s shenanigans, Notting Hill and the areas immediately north of Hyde Park are as shabby as they are chic. There are some nice gated squares surrounded by Georgian town houses, but the area is better exemplified by the Notting Hill Carnival, where the West Indian community who made the area their home from the 1950s party up big time.
        

      
            Scruffy Paddington has lots of cheap hotels, with a major strip of unremarkable ones along Sussex Gardens, which are worth checking if you’re short on options.
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    Notting Hill & Bayswater
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            Vancouver Studios 
                APARTMENT HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Bayswater)
             
            It’s the addition of kitchenettes and a self-service laundry that differentiates these smart, reasonably priced studios (sleeping from one to three people) from a regular Victorian town-house hotel. In spring, the garden is filled with colour and fragrance.

      
            New Linden Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Bayswater)
             
            Cramming in a fair amount of style for the price, this terrace- house hotel has interesting modern art in the rooms and carved wooden fixtures in the guest lounge. The quiet location, helpful staff and monsoon shower heads in the deluxe rooms make this an excellent proposition.

      
            FITZROVIA
        

      
            Sanderson 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Goodge St)
             
            Liberace meets Philippe Starck in an 18th-century French bordello – and that’s just the reception. A 3D space scene in the lift shuttles you into darkened corridors leading to blindingly white rooms complete with sleigh beds, oil paintings hung on the ceiling, en suites behind glass walls and pink silk curtains.

      
            Charlotte Street Hotel 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7806 2000; www.charlottestreethotel.com; 15 Charlotte St W1; d/tw/ste from £270/340/447; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            Another of the Firmdale clan (Click here
            ), this one’s a favourite with media types, with a small gym and a screening room.
        

      
            London Central YHA 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 371 9154; www.yha.org.uk; 104-108 Bolsover St W1; dm £21-32, q from £70; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Great Portland St)
             
            One of London’s new breed of YHA hostels, most of the four- to six-bed rooms have en suites. There’s a flash cafe-bar attached to reception and a wheelchair-accessible kitchen downstairs.

      
            BLOOMSBURY & ST PANCRAS
        

      
            Only one step removed from the West End and crammed with Georgian town-house conversions, these neighbourhoods are much more affordable. You’ll find a stretch of lower-priced hotels along Gower St and on the pretty Cartwright Gardens crescent. While hardly a salubrious location, St Pancras is handy to absolutely everything and has some excellent budget options.
        

      
            Arran House Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Goodge St)
             
            Period features such as cornicing and fireplaces, a pretty pergola-decked back garden and a comfy lounge with PCs and TV lift this hotel from the average to the attractive. Squashed en suites or shared bathrooms are the trade-off for these reasonable rates.

      
            Arosfa Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Goodge St)
             
            While the decor of the immaculately presented rooms is unremarkable, Arosfa’s guest lounge has been blinged up with chandeliers, clear plastic chairs and a free internet terminal. Recent refurbishments have added en suites to all 15 bedrooms, but they’re tiny (putting the ‘closet’ back into water closet).

      
            Jesmond Dene 
                B&B 
            
                £
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                Kings Cross)
             
            A surprisingly pleasant option for a place so close to busy Kings Cross station, this modest hotel has clean but small rooms, some of which share bathrooms.

      
            London St Pancras YHA 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                Kings Cross)
             
            A renovation in 2009 has made this 185-bed hostel one of the best in central London – even if it is on a busy road. Rooms range from private doubles to six-bed dorms; most have bathrooms. There’s a good bar and cafe but no kitchen.

      
            Ridgemount Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                £
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                Goodge St)
             
            There’s a comfortable, welcoming feel at this old-fashioned, slightly chintzy place that’s been in the same family for 40 years.

      
            Harlingford Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Russel Sq)
            
            This family-
            run hotel sports refreshing, upbeat decor: bright-green mosaic-tiled bathrooms (with trendy sinks), fuchsia bedspreads and
            colourful paintings. There’s lots of
            stairs and no lift; request a 1st-floor 
            room.

      
            Jenkins Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Russell Sq)
            
            This modest hotel has featured in the TV series of Agatha Christie’s 
                Poirot
            
            . Rooms are small but the hotel has charm.
        

      
            Morgan Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                020-7636 3735; www.morganhotel.co.uk; 24 Bloomsbury St WC1; s/d £95/115; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
            
            In a row of Georgian town houses alongside the British Museum, the Morgan has 20 guest rooms at its disposal. Don’t fret about the busy 
            location, though – the windows are double-glazed. The warmth and hospitality more than make up for the slightly cramped quarters.

      
            Crescent Hotel 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Russell Sq)
             
            There’s a homely feel to this humble hotel, despite the odd saggy bed. It’s one of the cheaper options on the crescent overlooking Cartwright Gardens.

      
            Clink78 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                Kings Cross)
             
            If anyone can think of a more right-on London place to stay than the courthouse where The Clash went on trial, please let us know. You can watch TV from the witness box or sleep in the cells, but the majority of the rooms are custom-built and quite comfortable.

      
            Clink261 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                Kings Cross)
             
            This hostel is a cheery surprise in a gritty but central location. It’s not as massive as its sister, the 740-bed Clink around the corner, but neither does it have its historic import.

      
            Generator 
                HOSTEL 
            
                £
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                Russell Sq)
            
            Lashings of primary colours and shiny metal are
            the hallmarks of this futuristic hostel. This former police barracks has 820 beds; a bar that stays open until 2am and 
            hosts quizzes, pool competitions, karaoke and DJs; safe-deposit boxes; and a large eating area (but no kitchen). Come to party.

      
            George 
                B&B 
            
                £
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                Russell Sq)
             
            A friendly chap, this George, if a little old-fashioned. Cheaper rooms share bathrooms.

      
            Hotel Cavendish 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Goodge St)
            
            Bedrooms have flatscreen TVs and compact en suite shower rooms (some have pretty tiles and bumper mirrors). The two gardens at the back are a good place to catch some rays. 

      
            CLERKENWELL & FARRINGDON
        

      
            In these now fashionable streets, it’s hard to find an echo of the notorious ‘rookeries’ of the 19th century, where families were squeezed into damp, fetid basements, living in possibly the worst conditions in the city’s history. This is the London documented so vividly by Dickens. It was also the traditional place for a last drink on the way to the gallows at Tyburn Hill – fitting, as many of the condemned hailed from here, as did many of those who were transported to Australia.
        

      
            The availability of accommodation hasn’t kept pace with Clerkenwell’s revival, but it’s still a great area to stay in. The best pickings aren’t exactly cheap.
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    Clerkenwell & Farringdon
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                Farringdon) 
            A slick 21st-century conversion of a Victorian warehouse. The furnishings and facilities are cutting edge. You can even choose the colour of your room’s lighting.
        

      
            Rookery 
                HOTEL 
            
                £££
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                Farringdon)
            
            Taking its name from London’s notorious slums (Fagin’s house in 
                Oliver Twist
             
            was nearby), this antique-strewn luxury hotel recreates an 18th-century ambience with none of the attendant grime or crime. For a bird’s-eye view of St Paul’s, book the Rook’s Nest, but be warned: Fagin never had a lift.

      
            HOXTON, SHOREDITCH & SPITALFIELDS
        

      
            It’s always had a rough-edged reputation, but London’s East End is being gentrified faster than you can say ‘awrigh’ guv’. Staying here, you’ll be handy to some of London’s best bars.
        

      [image: top-choice]Hoxton
                HOTEL 
            
                £
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                Old St)
             
            A novel approach to pricing means that while all the rooms are identical, the first ones on any given day are offered at £59: an absolute steal for a hotel of this calibre. The reasonably sized rooms all have comfy beds, quality linen and TVs that double as computers.

      
            Andaz 
                HOTEL 
            
                ££
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                Liverpool St) 
            The former Great Eastern Hotel is now the London flagship for Hyatt’s youth-focused Andaz chain. There’s no reception here, just black-clad staff who check you in on laptops. Rooms are a little generic but have free juice, snacks and wi-fi.
        

      
            GREENWICH
        

      
            If you’d rather keep the bustle of central London at arm’s length and nightclubbing is your idea of hell, Greenwich offers a villagey ambience and some great old pubs to explore.
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                B&B 
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                ; DLR Cutty Sark)
            
            Both the house and the host have personality plus, so much so that they were featured on TV’s 
                Hotel Inspector
             
            series. The two double rooms are elegant and comfortable, but the single would only suit the vertically challenged and going to the toilet in the wardrobe might take some getting used to. From the DLR station head up Greenwich High St and look for St Alfege Passage on your left – it’s the lane that skirts the church.

      
            HAMPSTEAD & HIGHGATE
        

      
            A little further out but still in transport Zone 2, the following are excellent options within walking distance of Hampstead Heath.
        

      
            Palmers Lodge 
                HOSTEL 
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                Swiss Cottage)
             
            Reminiscent of a period murder mystery (in a good way), this former children’s hospital has bags of character. Listed by English Heritage, it’s stuffed with cornicing, moulded ceilings, original fireplaces and imposing wooden panelling. Ceilings are high, rooms are spacious, there’s a chapel bar with pews, a grand stairway and a roomy lounge. Privacy curtains make the 28-bed men’s dorm bearable (imagine you’re in the hold of a pirate ship), but they don’t shut out the amorous noises in the couples’ dorm. From Swiss Cottage tube station, cross Finchley Rd, turn left and take College Cres, which heads straight up the hill.

      
            Hampstead Village Guesthouse 
                B&B 
            
                ££
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                Hampstead)
             
            Eclectic and thoroughly charming, this grand Victorian house has an easygoing hostess, comfy beds and a delightful back garden. There’s also a studio flat, which can accommodate up to five people. From the tube station, turn left down Hampstead High St. After a few streets and lanes turn left into Willoughby Rd and then first right into Kemplay Rd.

      
            AIRPORTS
        

      
            Yotel 
                CAPSULE HOTEL 
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                ) 
            
                Gatwick
            
             
                (South Terminal); 
                Heathrow
            
            
                (Terminal 4) 
            The best news for early-morning flyers since coffee-vending machines, Yotel’s smart ‘cabins’ offer pint-sized luxury: comfy beds, soft lights, internet-connected TVs, monsoon showers and fluffy towels. Swinging cats isn’t recommended, but when is it ever?
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            Eating
        

      
            Dining out in London has become so fashionable that you can hardly open a menu without banging into some celebrity chef or other: at the time of writing, London’s eateries had 59 Michelin stars between them. The range and quality of eating options has increased exponentially over the last few decades, with waves of immigrants bringing with them the flavours of their respective homelands. You’ll still find relics of the London food scene’s stodgy, surly past, but these days Londoners expect better.
        

      
            In this section, we steer you towards restaurants and cafes distinguished by their location, value for money, unique features, original settings and, of course, good food. Vegetarians needn’t worry; London has a host of dedicated meat-free joints, while most others offer at least a token dish.
        

      
            There are supermarkets absolutely everywhere in central London. Look out for the big names: Waitrose, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Marks & Spencer, Morrisons and Asda.
        

      
            WEST END
        

      
            Mayfair, Soho and Covent Garden are the gastronomic heart of London, with stacks of restaurants and cuisines to choose from at budgets to suit both booze hounds and theatre-goers. If you’re craving a decent coffee, this is the place to come.
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                Oxford Circus)
             
            Claude and Claire Bosi have generated an avalanche of praise and two Michelin stars since moving their restaurant from Shropshire to Mayfair. Expect adventurous, intricate dishes and perfect service.

      
            Tamarind 
                INDIAN 
            
                ££
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                Green Park) 
            A mix of spicy Moghul classics and new creations have earned this northwest Indian restaurant a Michelin star. The set lunches are a good deal (two/three courses £17/19).
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                ITALIAN 
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                Piccadilly Circus) 
            Come early or late, or expect to queue: this hip Venetian place doesn’t take bookings and it’s often as packed as a rush-hour tube. The friendly young staff maintain the waiting list efficiently and help you negotiate the delicious tapas-style menu. Serendipitously, Venetian painter Canaletto once resided here.
        

      
            Great Queen Street 
                BRITISH 
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                Holborn) 
            There’s no tiara on this Great Queen, her claret-coloured walls and mismatched wooden chairs suggesting cosiness and informality. But the food’s still the best of British, including lamb that melts in the mouth and Arbroath smokie (a whole smoked fish with creamy sauce).
        

      
            Veeraswamy 
                INDIAN 
            
                ££
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                www.veeraswamy.com; 99 Regent St W1; mains £15-30, pre- & post-theatre 2-/3-course £18/21; 
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                Piccadilly Circus) 
            Since 1926 Veeraswamy has occupied this prime 1st-floor location, with windows looking over Regent St – making it Britain’s longest-running Indian restaurant. The excellent food, engaging service and exotic, elegant decor make for a memorable eating experience. The entrance is on Swallow St.
        

      
            Wild Honey 
                MODERN EUROPEAN 
            
                ££
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                www.wildhoneyrestaurant.co.uk; 12 St George St W1; mains £15-24; 
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                Oxford Circus) 
            If you fancy a relatively affordable meal within the oak-panelled ambience of a top Mayfair restaurant, Wild Honey offers excellent lunch and pre-theatre set menus (respectively, £19 and £22 for three courses).
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                FRENCH 
            
                £££
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                Oxford Circus) 
            A design enthusiast’s dream, with shimmering white rooms, video projections, designer Louis XIV chairs and toilet cubicles shaped like eggs. And that’s just the Gallery, which becomes a buzzy restaurant and bar at night. The ground-floor Parlour has decadent cakes and decor, but is surprisingly affordable: perfect for breakfast, or afternoon tea served on fine bone china. The swanky Lecture Room upstairs is the realm of Pierre Gagnaire, whose book 
                Reinventing French Cuisine
             
            gives a hint of what to expect.

      
            Giaconda Dining Room 
                MODERN EUROPEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7240 3334; www.giacondadining.com; 9 Denmark St WC2; mains £12-15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Mon-Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Blink and you’ll miss this 10-table restaurant (we did at first). It’s well worth hunting down for quality British, French and Italian dishes and attentive service. Pig trotters are a speciality, but for those less au fait with offal, there’s always a choice of fish dishes.

      
            Abeno Too 
                JAPANESE 
            
                £
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                Leicester Sq) 
            This restaurant specialises in soba (noodles) and 
                okonomi-yaki 
            (Japanese-style pancakes), which are cooked in front of you on a hotplate. Sit at the bar or by the window and feast. 

      
            Yauatcha 
                CHINESE 
            
                ££
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                Piccadilly Circus) 
            Dim sum restaurants don’t come much cooler than this, and the menu is fantastic and Michelin-starred. It’s housed in an architecturally interesting building, with a choice of light-filled ground floor tables or a hip basement area.
        

      
            Arbutus 
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                ££
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                Tottenham Court Rd)
            
            Focusing on
            seasonal produce, inventive dishes and value for money, Anthony Demetre’s
            Michelin-starred restaurant just keeps 
            getting better.

      
            L’Atelier de Joël Robuchon 
                FRENCH
             
                ££
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                Leicester Sq) 
            Superchef Robuchon has 25 Michelin stars to his name – and two of them are derived from this, his London flagship. A wall of living foliage adds lushness to the dimly lit dining room, with a sparkling open kitchen as its showcase. Degustation (£125) and set lunch and pre-theatre menus (two-/three-courses £22/27) are available.
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                CAFE 
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                Covent Garden)
             
            The spiritual paraphernalia and blatant Kiwiana don’t seem to deter the smart Carnaby St set from lounging around this eclectic cafe. That’s down to the excellent coffee and appealing counter food.

      
            National Dining Rooms 
                BRITISH 
            
                £££
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                Charing Cross)
             
            It’s fitting that this acclaimed restaurant should celebrate British food, being in the National Gallery and overlooking Trafalgar Sq. For a much cheaper option with the same views, ambience, quality produce and excellent service, try a salad, pie or tart at the adjoining bakery.

      
            Fernandez & Wells 
                DELICATESSEN CAFE 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.fernandezandwells.com; 73 Beak St W1; mains £4-5; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
             
            With its sister deli around the corner, there’s no shortage of delicious charcuterie and cheese to fill the fresh baguettes on the counter of this teensy cafe. The coffee’s superb.

      
            HK Diner 
                CHINESE 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 22 Wardour St W1; mains £6-13; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-4am; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
            
            If you’ve a hankering for soft-shelled crab or barbecued pork in the wee hours of the morning, this Hong Kong–style cafe (delicious food, no-nonsense decor) is the place to come. 

      
            Nordic Bakery 
                SCANDINAVIAN 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.nordicbakery.com; 14a Golden Sq W1; snacks £3-5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm Sat, 11am-6pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
             
            As simple and stylish as you’d expect from the Scandinavians, this small cafe has bare wooden walls and uncomplicated Danish snacks, such as sticky cinnamon buns and salmon served on dark rye bread.

      
            Bocca di Lupo 
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7734 2223; www.boccadilupo.com; 12 Archer St W1; mains £11-25; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
             
            A new Italian restaurant that has sent ecstatic tremors down Londoners’ taste buds, Bocca di Lupo hides down a dark Soho backstreet and radiates elegant sophistication.

      
            Barrafina 
                SPANISH
             
                ££
            
             
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7813 8016; www.barrafina.co.uk; 54 Frith St W1; tapas £4-13; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            They may not be as reasonably priced as you’d get in Spain, but the quality of the tapas served here is excellent.

      [image: sustainable]Hummus Bros
                BUDGET 
            
                £
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.hbros.co.uk; mains £4-8; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                );
             
                Soho
             
                (88 Wardour St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus);
             
                Holborn
             
                (
            
            
            
                 37-63 Southampton Row W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Holborn);
             
                Cheapside
             
                (
            
            
            
                 128 Cheapside EC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                St Pauls)
             
            Don’t come here if you’re chickpea-challenged, because this informal place is hummus heaven. It comes in small or regular bowls with a choice of meat or veggie toppings and a side of pita bread.

      
            THE CITY
        

      
            You’ll be sorely dismayed if you’ve got an empty belly on a Sunday morning in the City. Even during the busy weekdays, the chain eateries are often your best option.
        

      
            1 Lombard St 
                FRENCH 
            
                ££
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7929 6611; www.1lombardstreet.com; 1 Lombard St EC3; mains £15-30; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bank)
             
            Cassoulet goes head-to-head with bangers and mash in the brasserie, under the domes of a heritage-listed bank building, and both the French and the Brits come out winners.

      
        
            
                CHAIN-CHAIN-CHAIN, CHAIN OF FOODS
            

            
                It’s an unnerving, but not uncommon, experience to discover the idiosyncratic
                cafe or pub you were so proud of finding on your first day in London popping up on every other high street. But among the endless Caffe Neros, Pizza Expresses and 
                All-Bar-Ones are some gems – or, at least, great fallback options. Some of the best:

            
                
                    GBK
                
                    GOURMET BURGERS 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.gbk.co.uk) 
                Gourmet Burger Kitchens dish up creative burger constructions, including lots of vegetarian options.
            

            
                
                    Konditor & Cook
                
                    BAKERY 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.konditorandcook.com) 
                London’s best bakery chain serves excellent cakes, pastries, bread and coffee.
            

            
                
                    Leon
                
                    BISTRO 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.leonrestaurants.co.uk) 
                Focuses on fresh, seasonal food (salads, wraps and the like).
            

            
                
                    Ping Pong
                
                    CHINESE 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.pingpongdimsum.com) 
                Stylish Chinese dumpling joints.
            

            
                
                    S&M Cafe
                
                    BRITISH 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.sandmcafe.co.uk) 
                The sausages and mash served in these retro diners won’t give your wallet a spanking.
            

            
                
                    Wagamama
                
                    JAPANESE 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ,
                 
                    
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ,
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.wagamama.com) 
                Japanese noodles that ar taking over the world from their London base.
            

            
                
                    Zizzi
                
                    ITALIAN 
Offline map  
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                
                Click here
                
                    , 
                
                Click here
                
                    ,
                
                Click here
                
                    ; www.zizzi.co.uk) 
                Wood-fired pizza.
            

        

      

      
            SOUTH BANK
        

      
            You’ll find plenty of touristy eateries on the riverside, making the most of the constant foot traffic and iconic London views. For a feed with a local feel, head to Borough Market or Bermondsey St.
        

      
            Oxo Tower Brasserie 
                FUSION 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7803 3888; www.harveynichols.com; Barge House St SE1; mains £18-26; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            The spectacular views are the big drawcard, so skip the restaurant and head for the slightly less extravagantly priced brasserie, or if you’re not hungry, the bar. The food is excellent, combining European and East Asian flavours. Set-price menus (two/three courses £23/27) are offered at lunchtime, before 6.15pm and after 10pm.

      
            Magdalen 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7403 1342; www.magdalenrestaurant.co.uk; 152 Tooley St SE1; mains £14-18, lunch 2-/3-course £16/19; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Mon-Fri, dinner Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
            Roasting up the best of the critters that walk, hop, flap and splash around these fair isles, Magdalen isn’t the place to bring a vegetarian or a weight-conscious waif on a date. Carnivorous couples, however, will appreciate the elegant room and traditional treats presented in interesting ways. 

      [image: sustainable]Delfina
                MODERN EUROPEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7357 0244; www.thedelfina.co.uk; 50 Bermondsey St SE1; mains £10-15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Sun-Fri, dinner Fri; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            This white-walled restaurant in a converted Victorian chocolate factory serves delicious modern cuisine to a backdrop of contemporary canvases. Sunday roasts are popular.

      [image: sustainable]Anchor & Hope
                GASTROPUB 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 36 The Cut SE1; mains £12-17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Tue-Sun, dinner Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Southwark)
             
            The hope is that you’ll get a table without waiting hours because you can’t book at this quintessential gastropub. The Anchor serves gutsy, unashamedly meaty British food.

      
            BELGRAVIA
        

      
            Olivomare 
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7730 9022; www.olivorestaurants.com; 10 Lower Belgrave St SW1; mains £14-21; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria) 
            The Sardinian seaside comes to Belgravia in a dazzling white dining room with flavoursome seafood dishes, regional wines and impeccable service.
        

      
            Thomas Cubitt 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7730 6060; www.thethomascubitt.co.uk; 44 Elizabeth St SW1; mains £17-23; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria)
             
            The bar below gets jammed to the impressively high rafters with the swanky Belgravia set, but don’t let that put you off this excellent, elegant dining room. The culinary focus is thoroughly British and deftly executed. The downstairs menu is cheaper (£10 to £17).

      
            KNIGHTSBRIDGE
        

      
            Marcus Wareing at the Berkeley  
            
                FRENCH 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7235 1200; www.marcus-wareing.com; Berkeley Hotel, Wilton Pl SW1; 3-course lunch/dinner £38/75; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge)
             
            A very public spat between Marcus Wareing and his former boss Gordon Ramsay has added an entertaining frisson of drama to the London scene. Wareing now runs this one-time Ramsay restaurant under his own name, and its reputation for exquisite food and exemplary service has only been enhanced.

      
            Boxwood Cafe
             
            
                BRITISH, FRENCH 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7235 1010; www.gordonramsay.com/boxwoodcafe; Berkeley Hotel, Wilton Pl SW1; mains £18-25; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge)
             
            An accessible entry point into Gordon Ramsay’s eating empire, Boxwood offers set-price lunch and pre-7pm menus (two/three courses £21/25). It’s intended as an informal option – although you wouldn’t guess it from the attentive staff, faultless food and staid decor.

      
            CHELSEA & KENSINGTON
        

      
            These highbrow neighbourhoods harbour some of London’s very best (and priciest) restaurants. Perhaps the Chelsea toffs are secretly titillated by the foul-mouthed 
            tele-chefs in their midst.

      
            Tom’s Kitchen 
                FRENCH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7349 0202; www.tomskitchen.co.uk; 27 Cale St SW3; breakfast £4-15, mains £15-30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast Mon-Fri, lunch & dinner daily; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
             
            A much more informal and considerably cheaper option than Tom Aikens’ eponymous restaurant, just around the corner, the firebrand chef’s kitchen maintains the magic throughout the day. The breakfasts are excellent.

      
            L’Etranger 
                FRENCH, JAPANESE 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7584 1118; www.etranger.co.uk; 36 Gloucester Rd SW7; mains £15-29; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Gloucester Rd)
             
            A refined grey and burgundy interior (echoed in waitress uniforms that are part kimono, part Parisian runway) sets the tone for a romantic formal dining experience. While most of the menu is mainly French, it’s also possible to blow the budget on sashimi and five types of caviar. The two-/three-course set weekday lunches and pre-6.45pm dinners are £17/20.

      
            Made in Italy 
                ITALIAN 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7352 1880; www.madeinitalygroup.co.uk; 249 King’s Rd SW3; pizzas £5-11, mains £8-17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Sat & Sun, dinner daily; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq)
             
            Pizza is served by the tasty quarter-metre at this traditional trattoria. Sit on the Chelsea roof terrace and dream of Napoli.

      
            Orsini 
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.orsiniristorante.com; 8a Thurloe Pl SW3; snacks £2-6, mains £9-16; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-10pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
             
            Marinated in authentic Italian charm, this tiny family-run eatery serves excellent espresso and deliciously fresh baguettes stuffed with Parma ham and mozzarella. More substantial fare is offered in the evenings.

      
            Gordon Ramsay 
                FRENCH 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7352 4441; www.gordonramsay.com; 68 Royal Hospital Rd SW3; 3-course lunch/dinner £45/90; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq)
             
            Like or loathe the ubiquitous Scot, his eponymous restaurant is one of Britain’s finest – one of only four in the country with three Michelin stars. Book ahead and dress up: jeans and T-shirts are forbidden – if you’ve seen the chef on the telly, you know not to argue.

      
            NOTTING HILL, BAYSWATER & PADDINGTON
        

      
            Notting Hill teems with good places to eat, from cheap takeaways to atmospheric pubs and restaurants worthy of the fine-dining tag. Queensway has the best strip of Asian restaurants this side of Soho.
        

      
            Kiasu 
                SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.kiasu.co.uk; 48 Queensway W2; mains £6-9; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bayswater)
             
            Local Malaysians and Singaporeans rate this place highly, as do those who know a tasty cheap thing when they see it. Kiasu serves ‘Food from the Straits of Malacca’. You’ll also find Thai and Vietnamese food on the menu, but it’s hard to go past the delicious and filling laksa.

      
            Geales 
                SEAFOOD 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7727 7528; www.geales.com; 2 Farmer St W8; 2-course lunch £10, mains £10-18; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                closed lunch Mon; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Notting Hill Gate)
             
            It may have opened in 1939 as a humble chippy, but now it’s so much more. Fresh fish stars in a variety of guises – either battered and British or with an Italian sensibility. Tables spill out onto the pleasant side street.

      
            Electric Brasserie 
                FRENCH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7908 9696; www.electricbrasserie.com; 191 Portobello Rd W11; breakfasts £5-13, mains £11-20; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Ladbroke Grove)
             
            The leather-and-cream look is suitably cool for the brasserie that’s attached to the Electric Cinema. And the food’s very good, too; head to the back area for a darker, more moody dinner. The two-/three-course pre-7pm dinner (£14/17) is served Monday to Friday.

      
            Kam Tong 
                CHINESE 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (www.kam-tong.co.uk; mains £8-17) 
            
                Bayswater
            
             
                (
            
            
                 59-63 Queensway W2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bayswater)
            
            ; 
                Chinatown
            
             
                (
            
            
                 14 Lisle St WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq) 
            When most of the clientele are actually Chinese, you know you’re on to a good thing. Kam Tong serves genuine Cantonese and Szechuan dishes and wonderful yum cha (£3 to £4).
        

      
            Satay House 
                MALAYSIAN 
            
                £
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7723 6763; www.satay-house.co.uk; 13 Sale Pl W2; mains £5-19; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Edgware Rd)
             
            Authentic Malaysian cuisine, including some dishes that will blow your head off, have been served here for nearly 40 years. Book ahead for an upstairs table, although the communal tables in the basement can be fun. Sale Pl is one block along Sussex Gardens from Edgware Rd.

      
            Le Café Anglais 
                MODERN EUROPEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7221 1415; www.lecafeanglais.co.uk; 8 Porchester Gardens W2; mains £13-25, 3-course menu £30; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bayswater)
             
            This bustling restaurant has a very eclectic menu (from gigantic roasts to Thai curries) that means to please everybody and usually does.

      
            MARYLEBONE
        

      
            You won’t go too far wrong planting yourself on a table anywhere along Marylebone’s charming High Street.
        

      
            Providores & Tapa Room 
                FUSION 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7935 6175; www.theprovidores.co.uk; 109 Marylebone High St W1; 2-/3-/4-/5-course meals £30/43/53/60; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Baker St)
             
            New Zealand’s greatest culinary export since kiwi fruit, chef Peter Gordon works his fusion magic here, matching his creations with NZ wines. Downstairs, in a cute play on words, the Tapa Room (as in the Polynesian bark-cloth) serves sophisticated tapas, along with excellent breakfasts.

      
            La Fromagerie 
                CAFE, DELI 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.lafromagerie.co.uk; 2-6 Moxon St W1; mains £6-13; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Baker St)
             
            This deli-cafe has bowls of delectable salads, antipasto, peppers and beans scattered about the long communal table. Huge slabs of bread invite you to tuck in, and all the while the heavenly waft from the cheese room beckons.

      
            Locanda Locatelli 
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7935 9088; www.locandalocatelli.com; 8 Seymour St W1; mains £11-30; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Marble Arch)
             
            Known for its sublime pasta dishes, this dark but quietly glamorous restaurant in an otherwise unremarkable hotel is one of London’s hottest tables.

      
            FITZROVIA
        

      
            Tucked away behind busy Tottenham Court Rd, Fitzrovia’s Charlotte and Goodge Sts form one of central London’s most vibrant eating precincts.
        

      
            Hakkasan 
                CHINESE 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7927 7000; www.hakkasan.com; 8 Hanway Pl W1; mains £11-58; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Hidden down a lane like all fashionable haunts need to be, the first Chinese restaurant to get a Michelin star combines celebrity status, a dimly lit basement dining room, persuasive cocktails and sophisticated food.

      
            Salt Yard 
                SPANISH, ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7637 0657; www.saltyard.co.uk; 54 Goodge St W1; tapas £4-8; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St) 
            Named after the place where cold meats are cured, this softly lit joint serves delicious Spanish and Italian tapas. Try the roasted chicken leg with gnocchi, wild garlic and sorrel, or flex your palate with courgette flowers stuffed with cheese and drizzled with honey.
        

      [image: sustainable]Lantana
                CAFE 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.lantanacafe.co.uk; 13 Charlotte Pl W1; mains £4-10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast & lunch Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            Excellent coffee and substantial, inventive brunches induce queues on Saturday mornings outside this Australian-style cafe.

      
            CAMDEN TOWN
        

      
            Camden’s great for cheap eats, while neighbouring Chalk Farm and Primrose Hill are salted with gastropubs and upmarket 
            restaurants.

      
            [image: 10-camden-bri9]

            
        

  
    Camden Town

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        London Zoo
        A4
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        2
        Engineer
        B3
      

      
        3
        Mango Room
        D3
      

      
        4
        Wagamama
        C3
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        5
        Lock Tavern
        B2
      

      
        6
        Proud
        B2
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        7
        Barfly
        B2
      

      
        8
        Dublin Castle
        C3
      

      
        9
        Jazz Cafe
        C3
      

      
        10
        Koko
        D4
      

      
        11
        Roundhouse
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        12
        Camden Lock Market
        C2
      

      
        13
        Camden Stables Market
        B2
      

    

  



      
            Engineer 
                GASTROPUB 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7722 0950; 65 Gloucester Ave NW1; mains £13-21; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chalk Farm)
             
            One of London’s original gastropubs, the Engineer has been serving up consistently good inter­national cuisine to hip north Londoners for a fair while now. The courtyard garden is a real treat on balmy summer nights.

      
            Mango Room 
                CARIBBEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7482 5065; www.mangoroom.co.uk; 10-12 Kentish Town Rd NW1; mains £11-14; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
             
            With exposed-brick walls hung with bright cartoonish paintings, Mango Room is an upmarket Caribbean experience serving a mix of modern and traditional dishes: Creole fish, goat curry, jerk chicken etc. The rum-based happy hour cocktails (£4, 6pm to 8pm) will get you in the tropical mood.

    

  
    
      
            ISLINGTON
        

      
            Allow at least an evening to explore Islington’s Upper St, along with the lanes leading off it.
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                  [image: top-choice]Le Mercury
                FRENCH 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7354 4088; www.lemercury.co.uk; 140A Upper St N1; mains £7-10; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Highbury & Islington)
             
            A cosy Gallic haunt ideal for cash-strapped Casanovas, given that it appears much more expensive than it is. Sunday lunch by the open fire upstairs is a treat, although you’ll have to book.

      
            Ottolenghi 
                BAKERY, MEDITERRANEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (www.ottolenghi.co.uk; mains £10-15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-8pm Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm Sat) 
            
                Islington Offline map
            
             
                (
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7288 1454; 287 Upper St N1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-11pm Mon-Sat, 9am-7pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel);
             
                Belgravia 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 13 Motcomb St SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge);
             
                Kensington 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 1 Holland St W8; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                High St Kensington);
             
                Notting Hill
             
                (
            
            
            
                 63 Ledbury Rd W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Notting Hill Gate)
            
            Mountains of meringues tempt you through the door, where a sumptuous array of bakery treats and 
            salads greets you. Meals are as light and tasty as the oh-so-white interior design. Vegetarians are well catered for. The Islington branch is open till later – until 11pm, and 7pm on Sundays.

      
            Regent 
                PIZZA 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 201 Liverpool Rd N1; mains £7-11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel)
             
            Delicious crispy-based pizza with deli toppings is what the regular crowd of youngish Islingtonians come here for. The ambience is more pub than gastropub, and the jukebox is loaded with indie pop gems.

      [image: sustainable]Duke of Cambridge
                GASTROPUB 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7359 3066; www.dukeorganic.co.uk; 30 St Peter’s St N1; mains £14-18; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel)
             
            Pioneers in bringing sustainability to the table, this tucked-away gastropub serves only organic food, wine and beer, fish from sustainable sources and locally sourced fruit, vegetables and meat.

      [image: sustainable]Planet Organic
                GROCERIES
             

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (www.planetorganic.co.uk) 
            
                Islington 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 64 Essex Rd, N1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel); 
            
                Bayswater 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 42 Westbourne Grove W2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bayswater); 
            
                Fitzrovia 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 22 Torrington Pl WC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            As the name suggests, everything in this cafe/supermarket is organic. Fresh veggies are sourced (where possible) directly from British farms.

      
            CLERKENWELL & FARRINGDON
        

      
            Clerkenwell’s hidden gems are well worth digging for. Pedestrianised Exmouth Market is a good place to start.
        

      [image: top-choice]Bistrot Bruno Loubet
                FRENCH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
             [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7324 4455; www.bistrotbrunoloubet.com; 86-88 Clerkenwell Rd EC1; mains £12-17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast, lunch & dinner; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon) 
            There are London restaurants that charge twice as much for food half as good as what’s on offer at this informal but stylish bistro below the Zetter Hotel. Top- quality ingredients, surprising taste combinations and faultless execution all come together – in the food, the cocktails and the home-infused aperitifs.
        

      
            St John 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7251 0848; www.stjohnrestaurant.com; 26 St John St EC1; mains £14-22; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
             
            Bright whitewashed brick walls, high ceilings and simple wooden furniture keep diners free to concentrate on the world-famous nose-to-tail offerings. Expect offal, ox tongue and bone marrow.

      
            5ifty 4our 
                MALAYSIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7336 0603; www.54farringdon.com; 54 Farringdon Rd; mains £11-16; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon) 
            Britain and Malaysia go back a long way and this smart-looking restaurant celebrates that fact with tasty fusion dishes such as lamb shanks with a spicy 
                redang
             
            sauce.

      
            Smiths of Smithfield 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7251 7950; www.smithsofsmithfield.co.uk; 67-77 Charterhouse St EC1; mains 1st fl £13-15, top floor £19-30; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
             
            This converted meat-packing warehouse endeavours to be all things to all people and succeeds. Hit the ground-floor bar for a beer, follow the silver-clad ducts and wooden beams upstairs to a relaxed dining space, or continue up for two more floors of feasting, each slightly smarter and pricier than the last.

      
            Little Bay 
                EUROPEAN 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7278 1234; www.little-bay.co.uk; 171 Farringdon Rd EC1; mains before/after 7pm £6.45/8.45; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
             
            The crushed-velvet ceiling, handmade twisted lamps that improve around the room (as the artist got better) and elaborately painted bar and tables showing nymphs frolicking are bonkers but fun. The hearty food is very good value.

      
            Modern Pantry 
                FUSION 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7553 9210; www.themodernpantry.co.uk; 47-48 St John’s Sq EC1; mains £15-22; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast, lunch & dinner; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
            
            Currently one of London’s most talked-about eateries, this three-floor Georgian town house in the heart of Clerkenwell has a cracking, innovative, all-day menu. 

      
            Medcalf 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7833 3533; www.medcalfbar.co.uk; 40 Exmouth Market EC1; mains £10-16; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                closed dinner Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel)
            
            Medcalf is one of the best value hang outs on Exmouth Market. Housed in a beautifully converted 1912 butcher’s shop, it serves up interesting and well-realised British fare. 

      
            Dans le Noir 
                THEME RESTAURANT 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7253 1100; 30-31 Clerkenwell Green EC1; 2-/3-course meals £39/44; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dinner Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
            
            If you’ve ever felt in the dark about food, eating in the pitch black might suit you. A visually impaired waiter guides you to your table, plate and cutlery. Then it’s up to you to guess what you’re eating and enjoy the anonymous conviviality of the dark. 

      
            HOXTON, SHOREDITCH & SPITALFIELDS
        

      
            From the hit-and-miss Bangladeshi restaurants of Brick Lane to the Vietnamese strip on Kingsland Rd, plus the Jewish, Spanish, French, Italian and Greek eateries in between, the East End’s cuisine is as multicultural as its residents.
        

      [image: sustainable]Fifteen
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0871 330 1515; www.fifteen.net; 15 Westland Pl N1; breakfast £2-8.50, trattoria mains £6-11, restaurant mains £11-25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast, lunch & dinner; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            Jamie Oliver’s culinary philanthropy started at Fifteen, set up to give unemployed young people a shot at a career. The Italian food is beyond excellent, and, surprisingly, even those on limited budgets can afford a visit. In the trattoria, a croissant and coffee will only set you back £3.50, while a £10 pasta makes for a delicious lunch. From Old St tube station, take City Rd and after 300m turn right into Westland Place.

      
            Song Que 
                VIETNAMESE 
            
                £
            
        

      
      
            
                (134 Kingsland Rd E2; mains £5-8; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            If you arrive after 7.30pm, expect to queue: this humble eatery has already had its cover blown as one of the best Vietnamese restaurants in London. There’s never much time to admire the institutional-green walls, fake lobsters and bizarre horse portrait, as you’ll be shunted out shortly after your last bite. Song Que is 300m along Kingsland Rd, the continuation of Shoreditch High St.

      
            L’Anima 
                ITALIAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7422 7000; www.lanima.co.uk; 1 Snowden St EC2; mains £11-32; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Mon-Fri, dinner Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
            
            Sleek design meets accomplished cooking – what could be more Italian? The capacious space is divided into a formal dining room and a bar/lounge where you can drop in for a quick pasta fix. 

      [image: sustainable]Story Deli
                PIZZA 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.storydeli.com; 3 Dray Walk; pizzas £13; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            This organic cafe, with mismatched cutlery poking out of jam jars, vintage mirrors leaning haphazardly against walls, high ceilings and solid wooden furniture (mismatched of course) is justifiably popular. The pizzas are thin and crispy, and you can rest assured that anything fishy has been sustainably caught.

      
            Albion 
                BRITISH 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.albioncaff.co.uk; 2-4 Boundary St E2; mains £9-13; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            For those wanting to be taken back to Dear Old Blighty’s cuisine but with rather less grease and stodge, this self-consciously retro ‘caff’ serves up top-quality bangers and mash, steak-and-kidney pies, devilled kidneys and, of course, fish and chips.

      
            Les Trois Garçons 
                FRENCH 
            
                £££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7613 1924; www.lestroisgarcons.com; 1 Club Row E1; Mon-Thu 2-/3-courses £27/31, Fri & Sat £40/46; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                closed Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            The name may prepare you for the French menu, but nothing on earth could prepare you for the camp decor. A virtual menagerie of stuffed or bronze animals fills every surface, while chandeliers dangle between a set of suspended handbags. The food is great, if overpriced, and the small army of bow-tie-wearing waiters unobtrusively delivers complimentary bread and tasty gifts from the kitchen.

      [image: sustainable]Hoxton Apprentice
                EUROPEAN 
            
                ££
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7749 2828; www.hoxtonapprentice.com; 16 Hoxton Sq N1; mains £11-15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-11pm Tue-Sat, to 6pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
            
            Both professionals and apprentices work the kitchen in this restaurant, under the auspices of the Training For Life charity. Appropriately enough, it’s housed in a Victorian school building. 

      
            Cafe Bangla 
                BANGLADESHI 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 128 Brick Lane E1; mains £5-15; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpoool St)
             
            Dining in the famous curry houses of Brick Lane is inevitably more about the experience than the food. Among the hordes of practically interchangeable restaurants, this one stands out for its murals of scantily clad women riding dragons, alongside a tribute to Princess Di.

      
            Brick Lane Beigel Bake 
                BAGELS 
            
                £
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 159 Brick Lane E2; most bagels less than £2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                24hr; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            A relic of London’s Jewish East End, it’s more a takeaway than a cafe and sells dirt-cheap bagels. They’re a top snack on a bellyful of booze.

      
            [image: categorydrinkpng]
             
            Drinking
        

      
            As long as there’s been a city, Londoners have loved to drink – and, as history shows, often immoderately. The pub is the focus of social life and there’s always one near at hand. When the sun shines, drinkers spill out into the streets, parks and squares as well. It was only in 2008 that drinking was banned on the tube!
        

      
            Soho is undoubtedly the heart of bar culture, with enough variety to cater to
            all tastes. Camden’s great for grungy boozers and rock kids, although it has
            lost ground on the bohemian-cool front 
            to the venues around Hoxton and Shoreditch.

      
            Now that Princes William and Harry have hit their stride, the Sloane Ranger (cashed-up young aristocrat in the heady pre-crash 1980s) scene has been reborn in exclusive venues in South Ken(sington), although the ‘Turbo Sloanes’ now count megarich commoners among their numbers.
        

      
            Us mere mortals will find plenty of pub-crawl potential in places like Clerkenwell, Islington, Southwark, Notting Hill, Earl’s Court…hell, it’s just not that difficult. The reviews below are simply to make sure you don’t miss out on some of the most historic, unusual, best-positioned or excellent examples of the genre.
        

      
        
          [image: local-know]
        

        
            
                SUE OSTLER: FLIRT DIVA
            

            
                
                    JOB
                
                Running practical ‘flirtshops’ in London’s bars, helping women hone their 
                man-meeting skills.

            
                
                    Where’s the best place in London to get your flirt on?
                
            

            
                
                    Piccadilly Circus, because it’s the gateway to London and you get all kinds of 
                    people there. If the girls say ‘Hey Sue, we want a fun night out’, I take them to Jewel bar (Click here
                    ). It’s a meat market without the trash – a m-e-e-t market, if you like.
                
            

            
                
                    And once you m-e-e-t, any ideas for a first date that doesn’t waste any valuable sightseeing time?
                
            

            
                
                    Meet at the Wallace (
                    Click here
                    ) for afternoon tea among the art, then grab a bottle of 
                    bubbly at Tesco and find an enchanted corner of Regent’s Park (Click here
                    ) to quaff it in.
                
            

            
                
                    And for a meal to impress?
                
            

            
                
                    You’d have to be seriously loaded, but I can guarantee that if you took a date to 
                    Marcus Wareing’s restaurant at The Berkeley (Click here
                    ) it would certainly make an
                    impression. 
            

        

      

      
            WEST END
        

      
            Flat White 
                CAFE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.flat-white.co.uk 17 Berwick St
                W1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat & Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
            
            Trailblazers of the unexpected but thoroughly welcome
            Kiwi invasion of Soho cafes, Flat White is both named after and delivers the holy 
            grail of Antipodean coffee. The beach scenes on the walls are a comfort on a cold day.

      
            Gordon’s Wine Bar 
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.gordonswinebar.com; 47 Villiers St WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Embankment)
            
            What’s not to
            love about this cavernous wine cellar that’s lit by candles and practically unchanged over the last 120 years? In summer, the crowd spills out into Embankment 
            Gardens.

      
            Princess Louise 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 208 High Holborn WC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Holborn)
             
            This late-19th-century Victorian boozer is arguably London’s most beautiful pub. Spectacularly decorated with fine tiles, etched mirrors, plasterwork and a gorgeous central horseshoe bar, it gets packed with the after-work crowd.

      
            Coach & Horses 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.coachandhorsessoho.co.uk; 29 Greek St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq)
             
            Regulars at this no-nonsense Soho institution have included Francis Bacon, Peter O’Toole and Lucien Freud. The Wednesday and Saturday night singalongs are tops.

      
            Lamb & Flag 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 33 Rose St WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden)
             
            Everyone’s Covent Garden ‘find’, this historic pub is often jammed. Built in 1623, it was formerly called the ‘Bucket of Blood’.

      
            Galvin at Windows 
                HOTEL BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.galvinatwindows.com; The Hilton, 22 Park Lane W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Hyde Park Corner) 
            Drinks are pricey, but the view’s magnificent from this 28th-floor eyrie.
        

      
            Jewel 
                COCKTAIL BAR
            
        

       
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.jewelbar.com) 
            
                Piccadilly Circus
            
            
                (4-6 Glasshouse Street W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus); 
            
                Covent Garden
            
            
                (29-30 Maiden Lane WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden) 
            Chandeliers, banquettes, cocktails and, in Piccadilly, sunset views.
        

      
            Monmouth Coffee Company 
                CAFE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Mon-Sat) 
            
                Covent Garden
            Offline map
             
                (
            
            
                27 Monmouth St WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden); 
            
                Borough
            Offline map
             
                (
            
            
                 2 Park St SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            While the array of treats displayed on the counter is alluring, it’s the coffee that’s the star, nay god, here. Chat to a caffeinated stranger on one of the tight tables at the back, or grab a takeaway and slink off to a nearby lane for your fix.

      
            Absolut Ice Bar 
                NOVELTY BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7478 8910; www.belowzerolondon.com; 31-33 Heddon St W1; admission Thu-Sat £16, Sun-Wed £13; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
            
            At -6°C, this bar made entirely of ice is literally the coolest in London. Entry is limited to 40 minutes, and your ticket 
            includes a vodka cocktail served in an ice glass. It’s a gimmick, sure, but a good one, and there are plenty of places nearby that charge the same for a cocktail alone. Book ahead.

      
            THE CITY
        

      
            Ye Olde Watling 
                PUB
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 29 Watling St; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Mansion House)
            
            An atmospheric 1668 pub with a good 
            selection of wine and tap beer.

      
            Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Wine Office Ct, 145 Fleet St EC4; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Holborn)
            
            Rebuilt six years after the
            Great Fire, it was popular with Dr Johnson, Thackeray, Dickens and the visiting
            Mark Twain. Touristy but always
            atmospheric and enjoyable for a pub 
            meal.

      
            Vertigo 42 
                CHAMPAGNE BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7877 7842; www.vertigo42.co.uk; Tower 42, Old Broad St, EC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
            
            Book a two-hour slot in this 
            42nd-floor bar with vertiginous views across London.

      
            SOUTH BANK
        

      
            George Inn 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-george
                inn; 77 Borough High St SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
             
            Tucked away in a cobbled courtyard is London’s last surviving galleried coaching inn, dating in its current form from 1677 and now belonging to the National Trust. Dickens and Shakespeare used to prop up the bar here (not together, obviously). There are outdoor tables for sunny days.

      
            Anchor 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 34 Park St SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
            An 18th-century boozer replacing the 1615 one where Samuel Pepys witnessed the Great Fire, it has a terrace offering superb views over the Thames. Dr Johnson was once a regular. 

      
            CHELSEA & KENSINGTON
        

      
            Bibendum Oyster Bar 
                CHAMPAGNE BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.bibendum.co.uk; 81 Fulham Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
             
            If rubber-clad men happen to be your thing, slurp up a bivalve and knock back a champers in the foyer of the wonderful art nouveau Michelin House (1911). The Michelin Man is everywhere: in mosaics, stained glass, crockery and echoed in the architecture itself.

      
            NOTTING HILL, BAYSWATER & PADDINGTON
        

      
            Trailer Happiness 
                COCKTAIL BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.trailerhappiness.com; 177 Portobello Rd W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Ladbroke Grove)
            
            Think shag carpets, 1960s California kitsch and trashy trailer-park glamour. Try the
            tiki cocktails and share a flaming volcano bowl of Zombie with a friend to
            ensure your evening goes off with a 
            bang.

      
            Windsor Castle 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map 
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.thewindsorcastlekensington.co.uk; 114 Campden Hill Rd W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Notting Hill Gate)
             
            A memorable pub with oak partitions separating the original bars, the panels have tiny doors so big drinkers will have trouble getting past the front bar. It also has one of the loveliest walled gardens of any pub in London. Thomas Paine (
                Rights of Man
             
            writer) is rumoured to be buried in the cellar.

      
            MARYLEBONE
        

      
            Artesian 
                HOTEL BAR
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.artesian-bar.co.uk; Langham Hotel, 1C Portland Pl W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
            
            For a dose
            of colonial glamour with a touch of the Orient, the sumptuous bar at the Langham hits the mark. Rum is the speciality here – award-winning cocktails (£15)
            are concocted from the 60 varieties on 
            offer.

      
            Heights 
                HOTEL BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 St George’s Hotel, 14 Langham Pl W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
            
            Take the lift up to this
            understated bar with huge windows
            showcasing the panorama. It is an unusual view, managing to miss most of
            the big sights, but it is impressive, 
            nonetheless.

      
        
            
                GAY & LESBIAN LONDON
            

            
                London’s had a thriving scene since at least the 18th century, when the West End’s ‘Mollie houses’ were the forerunners of today’s gay bars. The West End, particularly Soho, remains the visible centre of gay and lesbian London, with numerous venues clustered around Old Compton St and its surrounds. However, Soho doesn’t hold a monopoly on gay life. One of the nice things about the city is that there are local gay bars in many neighbourhoods.
            

            
                Despite, or perhaps because of, its grimness and griminess, Vauxhall’s taken off as a hub for the hirsute, hefty and generally harder-edged sections of the community. The railway arches are now filled with dance clubs, leather bars and a sauna. Clapham (South London), Earl’s Court (West London), Islington (North London) and Limehouse (East End) have their own miniscenes.
            

            
                Generally, London’s a safe place for lesbians and gays. It’s rare to encounter any problem with sharing rooms or holding hands in the inner city, although it would pay 
                to keep your wits about you at night and be conscious of your surroundings.

            
                The easiest way to find out what’s going on is to pick up the free press from a 
                venue 
                    (Pink Paper, 
                    Boyz,
                 
                    QX)
                
                . The gay section of 
                    Time Out
                
                is useful, as are www.gaydarnation.com (for men) and www.gingerbeer.co.uk (for women). The hard-core circuit club nights run on a semiregular basis at a variety of venues: check out 
                    DTPM
                
                , 
                    Fiction
                
                (both at www.dtpmevents.co.uk), 
                    Matinee
                
                , 
                    SuperMartXé
                
                (both at www.loganpresents.com) and 
                    Megawoof!
                 
                (www.megawoof.com).

            
                Some venues to get you started:
            

            
                
                    Candy Bar
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.candybarsoho.co.uk; 4 Carlisle St W1; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Tottenham Court Rd)
                 
                Long-running lesbian hang-out.

            
                
                    Friendly Society
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                    79 Wardour St W1; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Piccadilly Circus)
                 
                Soho’s quirkiest gay bar, this Bohemian basement is bedecked in kid’s-room wallpaper and Barbie dolls.

            
                
                    G-A-Y 
                Offline map Google map
                    (
                
                
                
                    www.g-a-y.co.uk) 
                
                    Bar
                
                
                    (30 Old Compton St W1; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Leicester Sq); 
                
                    Late
                
                
                    (5 Goslett Yard WC2; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11pm-3am; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Tottenham Court Rd); 
                
                    Club @ Heaven
                
                
                    (The Arches, Villiers St WC2; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11pm-4am Thu-Sat; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Charing Cross)
                 
                Too camp to be restricted to one venue, G-A-Y now operates a pink-lit bar on the strip, a late-night bar a few streets away and club nights at one of gaydom’s most internationally famous venues, Heaven. Cover charges vary; entry is usually cheaper with a flyer from G-A-Y Bar.

            
                
                    Gay’s the Word
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     66 Marchmont St WC1; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Russell Sq)
                 
                Books and mags of all descriptions.

            
                
                    George & Dragon
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     2 Hackney Rd E2; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Old St)
                 
                Appealing corner pub where the crowd is often as eclectically furnished as the venue.

            
                
                    Popstarz
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.popstarz.org; The Den, 18 West Central St WC1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10pm-4am Fri; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Tottenham Court Rd)
                 
                London’s legendary indie pop club night. The online flyer gets you in free.

            
                
                    Royal Vauxhall Tavern
                 
                    (RVT; www.rvt.org.uk; 372 Kennington Lane SE11; admission free-£9; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Vauxhall)
                 
                Much-loved pub with crazy cabaret and drag acts. Head under the arches from Vauxhall tube station onto Kennington Lane, where you’ll see the tavern immediately to your left.

            
                
                    Two Brewers
                 
                    (www.thetwobrewers.com; 114 Clapham High St SW4; admission free-£5; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Clapham Common)
                 
                Popular bar with regular acts and a nightclub out the back. From the tube station, head north along Clapham High St (away from the common).

            
                
                    Village
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.village-soho.co.uk; 81 Wardour St W1; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Piccadilly Circus)
                 
                Glitzy gay bar with excellent, lengthy happy hours.

        

      

      
            KING’S CROSS
        

      
            Big Chill House 
                BAR, DJS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.bigchill.net; 257-259 Pentonville Rd N1; entry £5 after 10pm Fri & Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                King’s Cross)
             
            Come the weekend, the only remotely chilled-out space in this busy bar, split over two levels, is its first-rate and generously proportioned rooftop terrace.

      
            CAMDEN TOWN
        

      
            Lock Tavern 
                PUB, BANDS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.lock-tavern.co.uk; 35 Chalk Farm Rd NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
             
            The archetypal Camden pub, the Lock has both a rooftop terrace and a beer garden and attracts an interesting crowd with its mix of ready conviviality and regular live music.

      
            Proud 
                BAR, BANDS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.proudcamden.com; Stables Market NW1; admission free-£10; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
            
            No, despite the name it’s not a gay bar. Proud occupies a former horse hospital within Stables Market, with booths in the stalls, ice-cool rock photography on the walls and deck chairs printed with images of Pete Doherty and Blondie. Spin around the gallery during the day or enjoy bands at night. 

      
            CLERKENWELL & FARRINGDON
        

      
            Jerusalem Tavern 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.stpetersbrewery.co.uk; 55 Britton St; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
             
            Pick a wood-panelled cubbyhole to park yourself in at this 1720 coffee shop-turned-inn, and choose from a selection of St Peter’s beers and ales, brewed in Suffolk.

      
            HOXTON, SHOREDITCH & SPITALFIELDS
        

      [image: top-choice]Commercial Tavern
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 142 Commercial St E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            The zany decor’s a thing of wonder in this reformed East End boozer. Check out the walls coated in buttons and jigsaw puzzle pieces. The little boy’s room has been wallpapered like, well, a little boy’s room: Popeye, astronauts and cyclists all make an appearance.

      [image: top-choice]Loungelover
                COCKTAIL BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7012 1234; www.lestriosgarcons.com; 1 Whitby St E1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6pm-midnight Sun-Thu, 6pm-1am Fri & Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            Book a table, sip a cocktail and admire the Louis XIV chairs, the huge hippo head, the cage turned living room, the jewel-encrusted stag’s head and the loopy chandeliers. Utterly fabulous.

      
            Bar Music Hall 
                BAR, BANDS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.barmusichall.com; 134 Curtain Rd EC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            Keeping the East End music-hall tradition alive but with a modern twist, this roomy space with a central bar hosts DJs and live bands. Music runs the gamut from punk to jazz to rock and disco.

      
            Grapeshots 
                WINE BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.davywine.co.uk/grapeshots; 2/3 Artillery Passage E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            Half the fun of this place is walking down the Dickensian passage, complete with old street lamps, that leads to it. The old-world ambience continues inside.

      
            Ten Bells 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                 cnr Commercial & Fournier Sts E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St)
             
            The most famous Jack the Ripper pub, Ten Bells was patronised by his last victim before her grisly end, and possibly by the slayer himself. Admire the wonderful 18th-century tiles and ponder the past over a pint.

      
            Other good stops on a Hoxton hop:
        

      
            
                Favela Chic
            
                BAR, DJS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.favelachic.com; 91-93 Great Eastern St EC2; entry £5-10 after 8pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Ticks the following boxes: hip young things, crazy theme nights, lumberyard meets jungle decor, fun and funky music.
        

      
            
                Mother
            
                BAR, NIGHTCLUB
            
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.333mother.com; 333 Old St EC1; entry free-£5; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Red-and-gold flocked wallpaper, chequerboard floors and live alternative music and DJs on weekends. Downstairs, 333 is part nightclub, part live venue.
        

      
            
                Zigfrid Von Underbelly
            
                BAR, DJS
            
Offline map Google map 

            
                (
            
            
            
                www.zigfrid.com; 11 Hoxton Sq N1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Furnished like an oversized lounge room (check out the disturbing family portrait over the fireplace), it’s the kookiest of the Hoxton Sq venues.
        

      
            HAMPSTEAD & HIGHGATE
        

      
            Spaniard’s Inn 
                PUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.thespaniardshampstead.co.uk; Spaniard’s Rd NW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Hampstead, then bus 21)
             
            An enigmatic tavern that dates from 1585, complete with dubious claims that Dick Turpin, the dandy highwayman, was born here and used it as a hideout. More savoury sorts like Dickens, Shelley, Keats and Byron certainly availed themselves of its charms. There’s a big, blissful garden and good food. From the tube station take Heath St and then veer left onto Spaniard’s Rd.

      
            Flask 
                PUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (77 Highgate West Hill N6; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Highgate)
             
            Charming nooks and crannies, an old circular bar and an enticing beer garden make this 1663 pub the perfect place for a pint en route between Hampstead Heath and Highgate Cemetery. It’s like a village pub in the city. From Highgate tube station, cross Archway, turn right and then left onto Southwood Lane. At the lane’s end, the Flask is a block to the right.

      
            Holly Bush 
                PUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (22 Holly Mount NW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Hampstead) 
            Dating from the early 19th century, this beautiful pub has a secluded hilltop location, open fires in winter and a knack for making you stay a bit longer than you had intended. It’s above Heath St, reached via the Holly Bush Steps, which you’ll find across the road and slightly up the hill from the tube station.
        

      
            [image: categoryentertainpng]
             
            Entertainment
        

      
            From West End luvvies to End End geezers, Londoners have always loved a spectacle. With bear-baiting and public executions no longer an option, they’ve learnt to make do with having the one of the world’s best theatre, nightclub and live-music scenes to divert them. Yet the gladiatorial contests that the Romans brought to these shores still survive on the football fields, especially when Chelsea goes head-to-head with 
            Arsenal.

      
            For a comprehensive list of what to do on any given night, check out 
                Time Out
            
            . The listings in the free tube papers are also handy.
        

      
        
            
                NOVEL NIGHTS OUT
            

            
                It seems that the cool kids are bored with simply going clubbing, listening to a band or propping up a bar with a pint. To plant your finger on the party pulse, check out some of these activity-based haunts.
            

            
                
                    Bloomsbury Bowling Lanes
                
                    TENPIN BOWLING 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7183 1979; www.bloomsburybowling.com; Bedford Way WC1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    1pm-late; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Russell Sq) 
                With eight 10-pin bowling lanes, a diner and authentic 1950s decor shipped in from America (even the carpet), this place is the real deal. And the fun doesn’t stop with dubious footwear and a burger; there are also private karaoke rooms, a cinema screening independent movies, DJs and up-and-coming live bands.
            

            
                
                    Lucky Voice
                
                    KARAOKE 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (www.luckyvoice.com; 4-person booth per 2hr £20-50) 
                
                    Soho
                
                
                    (Offline map
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7439 3660;
                    52 Poland St W1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    5.30pm-1am Mon-Thu, 3pm-1am Fri & Sat, 3-10.30pm Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Oxford Circus); 
                
                    Islington
                
                
                    (Offline map
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    020-7354 6280; 173-174 Upper St N1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 3pm-2am Fri & Sat, 3pm-midnight Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Highbury & Islington)
                 
                Moulded on the private karaoke bars of Tokyo, Lucky Voice is a low-lit maze of dark walls with hidden doors revealing snug leather-clad soundproofed booths for your secret singalong. Select one of 50,000 songs from a touch screen, pick up a microphone and you’re away. In the Super Lucky rooms there are wigs and blow-up guitars to enhance your performance. Drinks and bento boxes are ordered by the touch of a button; expect to spend a fortune in Dutch courage.

            
                
                    SRO Audiences
                 
                    LIVE TV
                
 
                    (www.sroaudiences.com) 
                British telly is saturated with chat shows and quiz shows hosted by famous comedians with even more famous guests. It’s surprisingly easy to be part of a 
                    live TV studio audience
                 
                – for free. Follow the instructions on the website and be prepared to queue, whoop and cheer on demand.

        

      

      
             
            Theatre
        

      
            London is a world capital for theatre and there’s a lot more than mammoth musicals to tempt you into the West End. As far as the blockbuster musicals go, you can be fairly confident that 
                Les
             
                Miserables
            
            and 
                Phantom of the Opera
            
            will still be chugging along, as well as Phantom’s sequel 
                Love Never Dies
            
            , 
                Legally Blonde
            
            , 
                Sister Act
            
            and 
                The Wizard of Oz
            
            .
        

      
            On performance days, you can buy half-price tickets for West End productions (cash only) from the official agency 
                tkts
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                www.tkts.co.uk; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-4pm Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq)
            
            , on the south side of Leicester Sq. The booth is the one with the clock tower; beware of touts selling dodgy tickets. For a comprehensive look at what’s
            being staged and where, visit www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk, www.theatremonkey.com or http://london.broadway.com.

      
            The term ‘West End’ – as with Broad­way – generally refers to the big-money productions like musicals, but also
            includes other heavyweights. 

      
            Some recommended options:
        

      
            
                Royal Court Theatre
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7565 5000; www.royalcourttheatre.com; Sloane Sq SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq)
             
            The patron of new British writing.

      
            
                National Theatre
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7452 3000; www.nationaltheatre.org.uk; South Bank SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            Cheaper tickets for both classics and new plays from some of the world’s best companies.

      
            
                Royal Shakespeare Company
             
                THEATRE COMPANY 
            

                (RSC; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 800 1110; www.rsc.org.uk)
            
            Productions of the Bard’s classics and other quality stuff. 

      
            
                Old Vic
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 871 7628; www.oldvictheatre.com; The Cut SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            Kevin Spacey continues his run as artistic director (and occasional performer).

      
            
                Donmar Warehouse
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 871 7624; www.donmarwarehouse.com; 41 Earlham St WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden)
             
            A not-for-profit company that has forged itself a West End reputation.

      
            Off West End is where you’ll generally find the most original works. Some venues to check out:
        

      
            
                Almeida
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7359 4404; www.almeida.co.uk; Almeida St N1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Highbury & Islington)
            
        

      
            
                Young Vic
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7922 2922; www.youngvic.org; 66 The Cut SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
            
        

      
            
                Menier Chocolate Factory
            
                THEATRE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7907 7060; www.menierchocolatefactory.com; 55 Southwark St SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                London Bridge)
            
        

      
             
            Nightclubs
        

      
            London’s had a lot of practice perfecting the art of clubbing – Samuel Pepys used the term in 1660! – and the volume and variety of venues in today’s city is staggering. Clubland’s no longer confined to the West End, with megaclubs scattered throughout the city wherever there’s a venue big enough, cheap enough or quirky enough to hold them. Some run their own regular weekly schedule, while others host promoters on an ad hoc basis. The big nights are Friday and Saturday, although you’ll find some of the most cutting-edge sessions midweek. Admission prices vary widely; it’s often cheaper to arrive early or prebook tickets.
        

      
            Fabric 
                SUPERCLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.fabriclondon.com; 77A Charterhouse St EC1; admission £8-18; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10pm-6am Fri, 11pm-8am Sat; 11pm-6am Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon)
            
            Consistently rated by DJs as one of the world’s greatest, Fabric’s three dance floors occupy a converted meat cold-store opposite the Smithfield meat market.
            Friday’s FabricLive offers drum and bass, breakbeat and hip hop, Saturdays see house, techno and electronica, while hedonistic Sundays are delivered by the 
            Wetyourself crew.

      
            Plastic People 
                NIGHTCLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.plasticpeople.co.uk; 147-149 Curtain Rd EC2; admission £5-10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10pm-3.30am Fri & Sat, 10pm-2am Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            Taking the directive ‘underground club’ literally, Plastic People provides a low-ceilinged subterranean den of dubsteppy, wonky, funky, no-frills fun times.

      
            Guanabara 
                BRAZILIAN
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.guanabara.co.uk; cnr Parker St & Drury Lane WC2; admission free-£10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                5pm-2.30am Mon-Sat, 5pm-midnight Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden)
             
            Brazil comes to London with live music and DJs nightly.

      
            Ministry of Sound 
                SUPERCLUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.ministryofsound.com; 103 Gaunt St SE1; admission £13-22; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11pm-6.30am Fri & Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Elephant & Castle)
             
            Where the global brand started, it’s London’s most famous club and still packs in a diverse crew with big local and international names.

      
            Cargo 
                NIGHTCLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.cargo-london.com; 83 Rivington St EC2; admission free-£16; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            A popular club with a courtyard where you can simultaneously enjoy big sounds and the great outdoors. Hosts live bands and gay bingo, too.

      
            Mass 
                NIGHTCLUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.mass-club.com; St Matthew’s Church, Brixton Hill SW2; cover charges vary; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Brixton)
             
            The congregation’s swollen at this Brixton church under its new high priests, with regular services of live music and club nights. Turn left when leaving Brixton tube station and you’ll see the church on your left, immediately after the first major intersection.

      
            Matter 
                SUPERCLUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.matterlondon.com; The O2 Arena SE10; admission £10-20; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                North Greenwich)
             
            London’s newest superclub, courtesy of the Fabric crew, Matter is the latest word in high-tech club design. No regular nights, just a busy roster of visiting promoters.

      
             
            Rock, Pop & Jazz
        

      
            While London may have stopped swinging in the 1960s, every subsequent generation has given birth to a new set of bands in the city’s thriving live venues: punk in the 1970s, New Romantics in the 1980s, Brit Pop in the 1990s and the current crop of skinny-jeaned rockers and electro acts thrilling the scenesters today. You’ll find interesting young bands gigging around venues all over the city. Big-name gigs sell out quickly, so check www.seetickets.com before you travel. See also the Drinking reviews, especially Bar Music Hall and Mother in Hoxton, and Proud and the Lock Tavern in Camden.
        

      
            Koko 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.koko.uk.com; 1A Camden High St NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Mornington Cres)
             
            Occupying the grand Camden Palace theatre, Koko hosts live bands most nights and the regular Club NME (£5) on Friday.

      
            O2 Academy Brixton 
                CONCERT HALL
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 477 2000; www.o2academybrixton.co.uk; 211 Stockwell Rd SW9; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Brixton)
            
            This Grade II–listed art deco venue is always winning awards for ‘best live venue’ (something to do with the artfully sloped floor, perhaps) and hosts big-name acts
            in a relatively intimate setting (5000 
            capacity).

      
            Dublin Castle 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7485 1773; www.thedublincastle.com; 94 Parkway NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
             
            There’s live punk or alternative music most nights in this pub’s back room (cover usually £6).

      
            Jazz Cafe 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.jazzcafe.co.uk; 5 Parkway NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Camden Town)
             
            Jazz is just one part of the picture at this intimate club that stages a full roster of rock, pop, hip hop and dance, including famous names.

      
            Barfly 
                PUB
            
        

      Google map
      
            
                (www.barflyclub.com; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 847 2424) 
            
                Camden
            Offline map
             
                (
            
            
                 49 Chalk Farm Rd NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chalk Farm); 
            
                ULU
            
             
                (
            
            
                Byng Pl NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            Pleasantly grungy, and a good place to see the best new bands. The same crew runs a couple of other joints around town.

      
            Ronnie Scott’s 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7439 0747; www.ronniescotts.co.uk; 47 Frith St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq)
             
            London’s legendary jazz club has been pulling in the hep cats since 1959.

      
            100 Club 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7636 0933; www.the100club.co.uk; 100 Oxford St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
             
            This legendary London venue once showcased the Stones and was at the centre of the punk revolution. It now divides its time between jazz, rock and even a little swing.

      
            Hope & Anchor 
                PUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7700 0550; 207 Upper St;
                admission free-£6; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel) 
            Live music’s still the focus of the pub that hosted the first London gigs of Joy Division and U2 (only nine people showed up).
        

      
            Roundhouse 
                CONCERT HALL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 482 8008; www.roundhouse.org.uk; Chalk Farm Rd NW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chalk Farm) 
            Built in 1847 as a railway shed, Camden’s Roundhouse has been an iconic concert venue since the 1960s (capacity 3300), hosting the likes of the Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin and The Clash. It’s also used for theatre and comedy.
        

      
        
            
                LONDON CALLING
            

            
                Download these to your MP3 player before tackling the tube.
            

            »
                
                    London in general:
                
                Blur – ‘London Loves’; Chemical Brothers – ‘Hold Tight London’; The Clash – ‘London Calling’; The Jam – ‘Down In The Tube Station At Midnight’; Pet Shop Boys – ‘London’ 

            »
                
                    West End:
                 
                David Bowie – ‘London Boys’; The Kinks – ‘Lola’; Pet Shop Boys – ‘West End Girls’; Roll Deep – ‘Good Times’; The Who – ‘Who Are You’

            »
                
                    The City:
                 
                The Beatles – ‘Being for the Benefit of Mr Kite’; Roxy Music – ‘Do The Strand’; T-Rex – ‘London Boys’

            »
                
                    South London:
                 
                The Clash – ‘Guns of Brixton’; Dire Straits – ‘Sultans of Swing’; Eddie Grant – ‘Electric Avenue’; The Kinks – ‘Waterloo Sunset’; Morrissey – ‘You’re the One for Me, Fatty’

            »
                
                    West London:
                 
                Blur – ‘Fool’s Day’; The Clash – ‘London’s Burning’; Elvis Costello – ‘Chelsea’; Hard-Fi – ‘Tied Up Too Tight’; Rolling Stones – ‘You Can’t Always Get What You Want’

            »
                
                    North London:
                 
                Dizzee Rascal – ‘Dream’; Morrissey – ‘Come Back to Camden’; Pet Shop Boys – ‘Kings Cross’; The Pogues – ‘London Girl’; The Smiths – ‘London’

            »
                
                    East End:
                 
                Billy Bragg – ‘Dreadbelly’; Morrissey – ‘Dagenham Dave’; Pulp – ‘Mile End’; Rolling Stones – ‘Play With Fire’

        

      

      
             
            Classical Music
        

      
            With four world-class symphony orchestras, two opera companies, various smaller ensembles, brilliant venues, reasonable prices and high standards of performance, London is a classical capital. Keep an eye out for the free (or nearly so) lunchtime concerts held in many of the city’s 
            churches.

      
            Royal Albert Hall 
                CONCERT HALL
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7589 8212; www.royalalberthall.com; Kensington Gore SW7; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington)
             
            A beautiful circular Victorian arena that hosts classical concerts and contemporary artists, but is best known as the venue for the annual classical music festival, the Proms.

      
            Barbican Centre 
                ARTS CENTRE
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 121 6823; www.barbican.org.uk; Silk St EC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Barbican)
            
            This hulking complex has a full program of film, music, theatre, art and dance, including loads of concerts from the 
                London Symphony Orchestra
             
                (www.lso.co.uk)
            
            , which is based here. The centre is in the City and is well signposted from both the Barbican and Moorgate tube 
            stations.

      
            Southbank Centre 
                CONCERT HALLS
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
             [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 875 0073; www.southbankcentre.co.uk; Belvedere Rd; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
            
            Home to the London Philharmonic Orchestra (www.lpo.co.uk), Sinfonietta (www.londonsinfonietta.org.uk) and the Philharmonia
            Orchestra (www.philharmonia.co.uk), among others, this centre hosts classical, opera,
            jazz and choral music in three premier venues: the 
                Royal Festival Hall
            Offline map Google map
            , the smaller 
                Queen Elizabeth Hall
            Offline map Google map
            and the 
                Purcell Room
            Offline map Google map
            . The precinct is a riverside people-watching mecca of shops and restaurants. Look out for free recitals in the foyer.
        

      
             
            Opera & Dance
        

      
            Royal Opera House 
                OPERA, BALLET
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7304 4000; www.roh.org.uk; Bow St WC2; tickets £5-195; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden) 
            Covent Garden is synonymous with opera thanks to this world-famous venue, which is also the home of the Royal Ballet, Britain’s premier classical ballet company. Backstage tours take place on weekdays (£10, book ahead). 

      
            Sadler’s Wells 
                DANCE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 412 4300; www.sadlers-wells.com; Rosebery Ave EC1; tickets £10-49; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel)
             
            A glittering modern venue that was, in fact, first established in the 17th century, Sadler’s Wells has been given much credit for bringing modern dance to the mainstream.

      
            Coliseum 
                OPERA
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0871 911 0200; www.eno.org; St Martin’s Lane WC2; tickets £10-87; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq) 
            Home of the progressive English National Opera; all performances are in English.
        

      
             
            Comedy
        

      
            When London’s comics aren’t being terribly clever on TV, you might find them doing stand-up somewhere in your neighbourhood. There are numerous venues to choose from, and many pubs getting in on the act.
        

      
            Comedy Store 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0844 847 1728; www.thecomedystore.co.uk; 1A Oxendon St SW1; admission £14-20; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
             
            One of London’s first comedy clubs, featuring the capital’s most famous improvisers, the Comedy Store Players, on Wednesdays and Sundays.

      
            Comedy Cafe 
                CLUB
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7739 5706; www.comedycafe.co.uk; 68 Rivington St EC2; admission free-£15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Wed-Sat; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St)
             
            Have dinner and watch comedy; Wednesday is free New Act Night.

      
            99 Club 
                MULTIVENUE CLUB
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0776 048 8119; www.the99club.co.uk; admission £10-30)
             
            Not quite the famous 100 Club, this virtual venue takes over various bars around town nightly, with three rival clones on Saturdays.

      
            Soho Theatre 
                THEATRE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7478 0100; www.sohotheatre.com; 21 Dean St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Where grown-up comedians graduate to once they start pulling the crowds.

      
            Pear Shaped 
                COMEDY NIGHT
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.pearshapedcomedy.com; Fitzroy Tavern, 16a Charlotte Street W1; admission £5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30pm Wed; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            Advertising themselves as ‘London’s second-worst comedy club’, Pear Shaped is the place to destroy the hopes of enthusiastic amateurs.

      
             
            Cinemas
        

      
            Glitzy premieres usually take place in one of the mega multiplexes in Leicester Sq.
        

      
            Electric 
                CINEMA
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7908 9696; www.electriccinema.co.uk; 191 Portobello Rd W11; tickets £8-15; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Ladbroke Grove) 
            Grab a glass of wine from the bar, head to your leather sofa (£30) and snuggle down to watch a flick. All cinemas should be like this. Tickets are cheapest on Mondays.
        

      
            BFI Southbank 
                CINEMA, MEDIATHEQUE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7928 3232; www.bfi.org.uk; Belvedere Rd SE1; tickets £9; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-11pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
             
            A film-lover’s fantasy, it screens some 2000 flicks a year, ranging from classics to foreign art-house. There’s also the Mediatheque viewing stations, where you can explore the British Film Institute’s 
            extensive archive of movies and watch whatever you like free.
        

      
            BFI IMAX 
                IMAX CINEMA
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7199 6000; www.bfi.org.uk/imax; Waterloo Rd SE1; tickets £9-16; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo) 
            Watch 3D movies and cinema releases on the UK’s biggest screen: 20m high (nearly five double-decker buses) and 26m wide.
        

      
            Curzon Cinemas 
                CINEMA
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.curzoncinemas.com; tickets £8-12) 
            
                Chelsea
            Offline map
             
                (
            
            
                 206 Kings Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq); 
            
                Mayfair
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                 38 Curzon St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Green Park);
            
             
                Renoir
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                 Brunswick Sq WC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Russell Sq); 
            
                Soho
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                 99 Shaftesbury Ave W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Leicester Sq)
             
            Part of a clutch of independent cinemas spread throughout the capital showing less-mainstream fare.

      
             
            Sport
        

      
            As the capital of a football-mad nation, you can expect London to be brimming over with sporting spectacles during the cooler months. The Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships (
            Click here
            ) is one of the biggest events on the city’s summer calendar.
        

      
             
            FOOTBALL
        

      
            Tickets for Premier League football matches are ridiculously hard to come by for casual fans these days, but you could try your luck. Contacts for London’s Premier League clubs:
        

      
            
                Arsenal
            
             
                (www.arsenal.com)
        

      
            
                Chelsea
            
             
                (www.chelseafc.com)
        

      
            
                Fulham
            
             
                (www.fulhamfc.com)
        

      
            
                Tottenham Hotspur
            
            
                (www.tottenhamhotspur.com)
        

      
            
                West Ham United
             
                (www.whufc.com)
            
        

      
             
            RUGBY
        

      
            
                Twickenham
             
                (www.rfu.com; Rugby Rd, Twickenham; 
            [image: icontrainpng]
            
                Twickenham)
            
            is the home of English rugby union, but as with football, tickets for tests are difficult to get unless you have contacts. The ground also has the 
                World Rugby Museum
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-8892 8877; adult/child £6/4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun)
            
            , which can be combined with a tour of the stadium (adult/child £14/8, bookings recommended).
        

      
             
            CRICKET
        

      
            Cricket is as popular as ever in the land of its origin. Test matches take place at two venerable grounds: Lord’s Cricket Ground (which also hosts tours) and the 
                Brit Oval
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0871 246 1100; www.britoval.com; Kennington SE11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oval)
            
            . Tickets cost from £20 to £80, but if you’re a fan it’s worth it. If not, it’s an expensive and protracted form of torture.
        

      
            Lord’s Cricket Ground 
                CRICKET GROUND
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7616 8595; www.lords.org; St John’s Wood Rd NW8; tours adult/child £14/8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                tours 10am, noon & 2pm; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                St John’s Wood)
             
            The next best thing to watching a test at Lord’s 
            is the absorbingly anecdotal 100-minute tour of the ground and facilities, held when there’s no play. It takes in the famous (members only) Long Room and the 
                MCC Museum
            
            , featuring evocative memorabilia, including the tiny Ashes trophy.
        

      
            [image: categoryshoppng]
             
            Shopping
        

      
            Napoleon famously described Britain as a nation of shopkeepers, which doesn’t sound at all bad to us! From world-famous department stores to quirky backstreet retail revelations, London is a mecca 
            for shoppers with an eye for style and a card to exercise. If you’re looking for something distinctly British, eschew the Union Jack–emblazoned kitsch of the tourist thoroughfares and fill your bags with London fashion, music, books and antiques.

      
            London’s famous department stores are a tourist attraction in themselves, even if you don’t intend to make a personal contribution to the orgy of consumption. If there’s a label worth having, you’ll find it in central London. The capital’s most famous designers (Paul Smith, Vivienne Westwood, Stella McCartney, the late Alexander McQueen) have their own stores scattered about and are stocked in major department stores. Look out for dress agencies that sell secondhand designer clothes, bags and shoes – there are particularly rich pickings in the wealthier parts of town.
        

      
            Nick Hornby’s book 
                High Fidelity
            
            may have done for London music workers what 
                Sweeney Todd
            
            did for barbers, but those obsessive types still lurk in wonderful independent stores all over the city. 

      
        
            
                ROLL OUT THE BARROW
            

            
                London has more than 350 markets selling everything from antiques and curios to flowers and fish. Some, such as Camden and Portobello Rd, are full of tourists, while others exist just for the locals. 

            
                
                    Columbia Road Flower Market
                
                    FLOWERS 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     Columbia Rd; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8am-2pm Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Old St) 
                The best place for East End barrow boy banter (‘We got flowers cheap enough for ya muvver-in-law’s grave’). This market is unmissable.
            

            
                
                    Borough Market                 
                    FOOD 
Offline map Google map

                
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.boroughmarket.org.uk; 8 Southwark St SE1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11am-5pm Thu, noon-6pm Fri, 8am-5pm Sat; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    London Bridge)
                 
                A farmers’ market sometimes called London’s Larder, it has been here in some form since the 13th century. It’s wonderfully atmospheric; you’ll find everything from organic falafel to boars’ heads.

            
                
                    Camden Market
                 
                    ALTERNATIVE 

                
                    (
                
                
                
                     
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5.30pm; www.camdenmarkets.org; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Camden Town)
                
                London’s most famous market is actually a series of markets spread along Camden High St and Chalk Farm Rd. Despite a major fire in 2008, the 
                    Camden Lock Market
                Offline map Google map
                and 
                    Camden Stables Market
                Offline map Google map 
                are still the places for punk fashion, cheap food, hippy shit and a whole lotta craziness.

            
                
                    Portobello Road Market
                
                    CLOTHES, ANTIQUES 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.portobellomarket.org; Portobello Rd W10; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8am-6.30pm Mon-Sat, closes 1pm Thu; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Ladbroke Grove)
                 
                One of London’s most famous (and crowded) street markets. New and vintage clothes are its main attraction, with antiques at its south end and food at the north.

            
                
                    Old Spitalfields Market
                
                    ASSORTED 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.oldspitalfieldsmarket.com; 105a Commercial St E1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-4pm Mon-
                    Fri, 9am-5pm Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Liverpool St)
                 
                It’s housed in a Victorian warehouse, but the market’s been here since 1638. Thursdays are devoted to antiques and vintage clothes, Fridays to fashion and art, but Sunday’s the big day, with a bit of everything.

            
                
                    Broadway Market
                 
                    FOOD 

                
                    (www.broadwaymarket.co.uk; Broadway Mkt E8; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    9am-5pm Sat; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Bethnall Green)
                 
                Graze from the organic food stalls, choose a cooked meal and then sample one of the 200 beers on offer at the neighbouring Dove Freehouse. It’s a bit of a schlep from the tube. Head up Cambridge Heath Rd until you cross the canal. Turn left, following the canal and you’ll see the market to the right after a few short blocks.

            
                
                    Brixton Market
                 
                    ASSORTED 

                
                    (www.brixtonmarket.net; Electric Ave & Granville Arcade; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 3pm Wed; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Brixton)
                 
                Immortalised in the Eddie Grant song, Electric Ave is a cosmopolitan treat that mixes everything from reggae music to exotic foods and spices.

            
                
                    Sunday (Up)market
                
                    CLOTHES 
Offline map Google map 
                 
                    (
                
                
                     www.sundayupmarket.co.uk; The Old Truman Brewery, Brick Lane E1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5pm Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Liverpool St)
                 
                Handmade handbags, jewellery, new and vintage clothes and shoes, plus food if you need refuelling.

            
                
                    Brick Lane Market
                
                    ASSORTED 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.visitbricklane.org; Brick Lane E1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8am-2pm Sun; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Liverpool St)
                 
                An East End pearler, this sprawling bazaar features everything from fruit and veggies to paintings and bric-a-brac.

            
                
                    Camden Passage Market
                
                    ANTIQUES 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.camdenpassageislington.co.uk; Camden Passage N1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-2pm Wed, to 5pm Sat; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Angel)
                 
                Get your fill of antiques and trinkets galore. Not in Camden (despite the name).

            
                
                    Greenwich Market
                 
                    ASSORTED 

                
                    (www.greenwichmarket.net; College Approach SE10; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5.30pm Wed-Sun; DLR Cutty Sark) 
                Rummage through antiques, vintage clothing and collectibles (Thursday and Friday), arts and crafts (Wednesday and weekends), or just chow down in the food section.
            

            
                
                    Petticoat Lane Market
                
                    ASSORTED 
Offline map Google map 
                
                    (
                
                
                
                     Wentworth St & Middlesex St E1; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    9am-2pm Sun-Fri; 
                [image: iconundergroundpng]
                
                    Aldgate)
                 
                A cherished East End institution overflowing with cheap consumer durables and jumble-sale ware.

        

      

      
            WEST END
        

      
            Oxford St is the place for High St fashion, while Regent St cranks it up a notch. Carnaby St is no longer the hip hub that it was in the 1960s, but the lanes around it still have some interesting boutiques. Bond St has designers galore, Savile Row is famous for bespoke tailoring and 
            Jermyn St is the place for Sir to buy his smart clobber (particularly shirts). For musical instruments, visit Denmark St (off Charing Cross Rd).

      
            Selfridges 
                DEPARTMENT STORE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.selfridges.com; 400 Oxford St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St)
            
            The funkiest and most
            vital of London’s one-stop shops, where fashion runs the gamut from street to 
            formal. The food hall is unparalleled, and the cosmetics hall the largest in Europe.

      
            Fortnum & Mason 
                DEPARTMENT STORE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.fortnumandmason.com; 181 Piccadilly W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus)
             
            The byword for quality and service from a bygone era, steeped in 300 years of tradition. It is particularly noted for its old-world basement food hall, where Britain’s elite come for their Marmite and bananas.

      
            Liberty 
                DEPARTMENT STORE
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.liberty.co.uk; Great Marlborough St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
             
            An irresistible blend of contemporary styles and indulgent pampering in a mock-Tudor fantasyland of carved dark wood.

      
            Topshop Oxford Circus 
                CLOTHES
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.topshop.com; 216 Oxford St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus) 
            Billed as the ‘world’s largest fashion store’, the Topshop branch on Oxford Circus is a constant frenzy of shoppers searching for the latest look
            at reasonable prices. It’s been given a shot of cool by being home to a range by London’s favourite local supermodel rock chick, Kate Moss. Topman is 
            upstairs.

      
            Grays 
                ANTIQUES
            
        

      Offline map Google map
      
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.graysantiques.com; 58 Davies St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St)
             
            Top-hatted doormen welcome you to this wonderful building full of specialist stallholders. Make sure you head to the basement where the Tyburn River still runs through a channel in the floor.

      
            Also check out:
        

      
            
                HMV
            
                MUSIC 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.hmv.com; 150 Oxford St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
             
            Giant store selling music, DVDs and magazines.

      
            
                Foyle’s
            
                BOOKS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.foyles.co.uk; 113-119 Charing Cross Rd WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Venerable independent store with an excellent collection of poetry and women’s literature.

      
            
                Ray’s Jazz 
                JAZZ 
Offline map Google map
            
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.foyles.co.uk; Foyles, 113-119 Charing Cross Rd WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            Where aficionados find those elusive back catalogues from their favourite jazz and blues artists.

      
            
                Stanfords
             
                TRAVEL BOOKS 
Offline map Google map
(
            
            
            
                www.stanfords.co.uk; 12-14 Long Acre WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Covent Garden) 
            The granddaddy of travel booksshops.
        

      
            
                Waterstone’s
            
                BOOKS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (www.waterstones.com) 
            
                Piccadilly 
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                 203-206 Piccadilly W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus); 
            
                Bloomsbury 
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                 82 Gower St WC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Goodge St)
             
            Beautiful branches of the chain. Check out the 5th View bar in the Piccadilly store.

      
            
                Rigby & Peller
            
                LINGERIE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (www.rigbyandpeller.com) 
            
                Mayfair
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                 22A Conduit St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus); 
            
                Knightsbridge
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                 2 Hans Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge); 
            
                Chelsea
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                13 Kings Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Sloane Sq); 
            
                Westfield mall
            
             
                (
            Click here
            
                ) 
            Get into some right royal knickers with a trip to the Queen’s corsetière.
        

      
            
                Butler & Wilson
            
                JEWELLERY 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (www.butlerandwilson.co.uk) 
            
                Mayfair 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 20 South Moulton St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St); 
            
                Chelsea 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 189 Fulham Rd SW3; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                South Kensington) 
            Camp jewellery, 
            antique baubles and vintage clothing.

      
            
                BM Soho
            
                DANCE MUSIC 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.bm-soho.com; 25 D’Arblay St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
            
            Your best bet for dance – 
            if they haven’t got what you’re after, they’ll know who has.

      
            
                Forbidden Planet
            
                COMICS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 179 Shaftesbury Ave WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd)
             
            On a different planet from our lonely one, populated by comic-book heroes, sci-fi figurines, horror and fantasy literature.

      
            
                Grant & Cutler
            
                BOOKS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.grantandcutler.com; 55-57 Great Marlborough St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Oxford Circus)
             
            Specialises in foreign languages.

      
            KNIGHTSBRIDGE
        

      
            Knightsbridge draws the hordes with quintessentially English department stores.
        

      
            
                Harrods
            
                DEPARTMENT STORE 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.harrods.com; 87 Brompton Rd SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge)
             
            A pricy but fascinating theme park for fans of Britannia, Harrods is always crowded with slow tourists.

      
            
                Harvey Nichols 
                DEPARTMENT STORE 
Offline map Google map
            
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.harveynichols.com; 109-125 Knightsbridge SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Knightsbridge)
             
            London’s temple of high fashion, jewellery and perfume.

      
            NOTTING HILL, BAYSWATER & PADDINGTON
        

      
            Portobello Rd and the lanes surrounding it are the main focus, both for the famous market and the quirky boutiques and gift shops.
        

      
            
                Travel Bookshop
            
                TRAVEL BOOKS 
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.thetravelbookshop.com 13 Blenheim Cres W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Ladbroke Grove)
            
            Hugh Grant’s haunt in 
                Notting Hill
             
            is a wealth of guidebooks and travel literature.

      
            MARYLEBONE
        

      
            
                Daunt Books
            
                TRAVEL BOOKS
Offline map Google map 
            
            
                (
            
            
            
                 83 Marylebone High St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Baker St)
             
            An exquisitely beautiful shop, with guidebooks, travel literature, fiction and reference books, all sorted by country.

      
            
                KJ’s Laundry
            
                WOMEN’S CLOTHES
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.kjslaundry.com; 74 Marylebone Lane W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Bond St) 
            Break out of the High St uniform in this women’s boutique, which sources collections from up-and-coming designers.
        

      
            
                Apartment C
            
                LINGERIE
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.apartment-c.com; 70 Marylebone High St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Baker St) 
            ‘Apartment C is about hanging out in your knickers, drinking gin out of a teacup, and reading 
                Last Tango in Paris
             
            out loud.’ Quite.

      
            ISLINGTON
        

      
            Curios, baubles and period pieces abound along Camden Passage. Upper and Cross Sts have an interesting mix of shops.
        

      
            
                Palette London
            
                WOMEN’S CLOTHES
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.palette-london.com; 21 Canonbury Lane N1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Highbury & Islington) 
            Fancy an original 1970s Halston dress or
            1980s Chanel? Vintage meets modern and fashion meets collectables in this 
            interesting shop.

      
            
                Laura J London
            
                WOMEN’S SHOES
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.laurajlondon.com; 114 Islington High St N1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Angel) 
            A girlie boutique stocking shoes and accessories from a local 
            designer.

      
            CLERKENWELL & FARRINGDON
        

      
            
                London Silver Vaults
            
                SILVER
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.thesilvervaults.com; 53-63 Chancery Lane WC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Chancery Lane)
             
            Thirty subterranean shops form the world’s largest retail collection of silver under one roof.

      
            
                EC One
            
                JEWELLERY
Offline map Google map 
            
                (www.econe.co.uk)
            
            
                Clerkenwell 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 41 Exmouth Market EC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Farringdon); 
            
                Notting Hill 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 56 Ledbury St W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Notting Hill Gate)
             
            Husband-and-wife team Jos and Alison Skeates sell contemporary collections by British and international jewellery designers.

      
            HOXTON, SHOREDITCH & SPITALFIELDS
        

      
            
                Rough Trade
            
                ALTERNATIVE MUSIC
            
Offline map Google map 

                (www.roughtrade.com)
            
             
            
                East 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Dray Walk, 91 Brick Lane E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Liverpool St); 
            
                West
            
             
                (
            Offline map
            
                130 Talbot Rd W11; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Ladbroke Grove)
             
            At the forefront of the punk explosion of the 1970s, it’s the best place to come for anything of an indie or alternative bent.

      
            
                Present
            
                MEN’S CLOTHES
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.present-london.com; 140 Shoreditch High St E1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Hip men’s 
            designer duds.

      
            
                Start
            
                CLOTHES
Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.start-london.com; 42-44 Rivington St EC2; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Old St) 
            Spilling over three shops on the same lane (womenswear, menswear and men’s formal), your quest for designer jeans starts here.
        

      
            SHEPHERD’S BUSH
        

      
            
                
                Westfield
             
             
                MALL 
            

                (http://uk.westfield.com/london; Ariel Way W12; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Wood Lane)
             
            A new concept for London, this giant mall has 265 shops, restaurants and cinemas.

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
             
            Information
        

      
             
            Dangers & Annoyances
        

      
            Considering its size and disparities in wealth, London is generally safe. That said, keep your wits about you and don’t flash your cash unnecessarily. A contagion of youth-on-youth knife crime is cause for concern, so walk away if you sense trouble brewing and take care at night. When travelling by tube, choose a carriage with other people in it and avoid deserted suburban stations. Following reports of robberies and sexual attacks, shun unlicensed or unbooked minicabs.
        

      
            Nearly every Londoner has a story about a wallet/phone/bag being nicked from under their noses – or arses, in the case of bags on floors in bars. Watch out for pickpockets on crowded tubes, night buses and streets. That friendly drunk who bumped into you may now be wandering off with your wallet.
        

      
            When using ATMs, guard your PIN details carefully. Don’t use one that looks like it’s been tampered with as there have been incidents of card cloning.
        

      
             
            Emergency
        

      
            
                Police/fire/ambulance
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                999)
            
        

      
            
                Rape & Sexual Abuse Support Centre
            
             
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0808 802 9999)
            
        

      
            
                Samaritans
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08457 90 90 90)
            
        

      
             
            Internet Access
        

      
            You’ll find free wireless access at many bars, cafes and hotels. Large tracts of London, notably Canary Wharf and the City, are covered by pay-as-you-go wireless services that you can sign up to in situ – and London’s mayor is promising blanket wireless coverage of this sort for all of London by 2012. You’ll usually pay less at the numerous internet cafes (about £2 per hour).
        

      
             
            Internet Resources
        

      
            
                BBC London
             
                (www.bbc.co.uk/london)
            
        

      
            
                Evening Standard
             
                (www.thisislondon.co.uk)
            
        

      
            
                Londonist
             
                (www.londonist.com)
            
        

      
            
                Time Out
            
             
            
                (www.timeout.com/london)
            
        

      
            
                Urban Path
             
                (www.urbanpath.com)
            
        

      
            
                View London
             
                (www.viewlondon.co.uk)
            
        

      
            
                Walk It
             
                (www.walkit.com)
             
            Enter your destination and get a walking map, time estimate and information on calories burnt and carbon dioxide saved.

      
             
            Media
        

      
            Two free newspapers bookend the working day – 
                Metro
            
            in the morning and the 
                Evening Standard
            
            in the evening – both available from tube stations. All of the national dailies have plenty of London coverage. Published every Wednesday, 
                Time Out
             
            (£2.99) is the local listing guide par excellence.

      
             
            Medical Services
        

      
            To find a local doctor, pharmacy or hospital, consult the local telephone directory or call [image: iconphonepng]
            0845 46 47. Hospitals with 24-hour accident and emergency units:
        

      
            
                St Thomas’ Hospital
             
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7188 7188; Lambeth Palace Rd SE1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Waterloo)
            
        

      
            
                University College Hospital
             
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 155 5000; 235 Euston Rd WC1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Euston Sq)
            
        

      
             
            Toilets
        

      
            If you’re caught short around London, public toilets can be hard to find. Only a handful of tube stations have them, but the bigger National Rail stations usually do (although they’re often coin operated). If you can face five floors on an escalator, department stores are a good bet. In a busy pub, no one’s going to notice you sneaking in to use the loo, but if you’re spotted it would be polite to order a drink afterwards.
        

      
             
            Tourist Information
        

      
            For a list of all tourist offices in London and around Britain, see www.visitmap.info/tic.
        

      
            
                Britain & London Visitor Centre
            
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                www.visitbritain.com; 1 Regent St SW1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Piccadilly Circus) 
            Books accommodation, theatre and transport tickets; 
                bureau de change;
             
            international telephones; and internet terminals. Longer hours in summer.

      
            
                City of London Information Centre
             
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7332 1456; www.visitthecity.co.uk; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm
                Sun; St Paul’s Churchyard EC4; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                St Paul’s)
             
            Tourist information, fast-track tickets to City attractions and guided walks (adult/child £6/4).

      
            
                Greenwich tourist office
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0870 608 2000; www.visitgreenwich.org.uk; Discover Greenwich, 2 Cutty Sark Gardens SE10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm)
             
            Information plus guided tours.

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
             
            Getting There & Away
        

      
            London is the major gateway to England, so further transport information can be found in the main Transport chapter.
        

      
            
                Air
             
            For a list of London’s airports Click here
            . 

      
            
                Bus
            
            Most long-distance coaches leave London from 
                Victoria Coach Station
             
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7824 0000; 164 Buckingham Palace Rd SW1; 
            [image: iconundergroundpng]
            
                Victoria)
            
            .
        

      
            
                Car
             
            See Click here 
            for reservation numbers of the main car-hire firms, all of which have airport and various city locations.

      
            
                Train
            
            London’s main-line terminals are
            all linked by the tube and each serve different destinations. Most stations have left-luggage facilities (around £4) and lockers, toilets
            (a 20p coin) with showers (around £3), newsstands and bookshops, and a range of eating and drinking outlets. St Pancras, Victoria
            and Liverpool St stations have shopping 
            centres attached.

      
            If you can’t find your destination below, see the journey planner at www.nationalrail.co.uk.
        

      
            
                Charing Cross
            
             
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Canterbury.

      
            
                Euston
             
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Manchester, Liverpool, Carlisle, Glasgow.

      
            
                King’s Cross
            
             
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Cambridge, Hull, York, Newcastle, Scotland.

      
            
                Liverpool St
            
             
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Stansted airport, Cambridge.

      
            
                London Bridge
            
             
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Gatwick airport, Brighton.

      
            
                Marylebone
             
                (Offline map
            
            ) Birmingham.
        

      
            
                Paddington
             
                (Offline map)
             
            Heathrow airport, Oxford, Bath, Bristol, Exeter, Plymouth, Cardiff.

      
            
                St Pancras
            
             
            
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Gatwick and Luton airports, Brighton, Nottingham, Sheffield, Leicester, Leeds, Paris.

      
            
                Victoria
             
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Gatwick airport, Brighton, Canterbury.

      
            
                Waterloo
             
                (
            
            Offline map
            
                )
             
            Windsor, Winchester, Exeter, Plymouth.

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
             
            Getting Around
        

      
             
            To/From the Airports
        

      
            
                Gatwick
            
            There are 
                National Rail
             
                (www.nationalrail.co.uk)
            services from Gatwick’s South Terminal to Victoria (from £12, 37 minutes), running every 15 minutes during the day and hourly through the night. Other trains head to St Pancras (from £12, 66 minutes), stopping at London Bridge, City Thameslink, Blackfriars and Farringdon. Fares are cheaper the earlier you book. If you’re racing to make a flight, the 
                Gatwick Express
            
             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 850 1530; www.gatwickexpress.com) 
            departs Victoria every 15 minutes from 5am to 11.45pm (one way/return £16/26, 30 minutes, first/last train 3.30am/12.32am).

      
            Prices start from £2, depending on when you book, for the 
                
                EasyBus
            
             
                (www.easybus.co.uk)
             
            minibus service between Gatwick and Earls Court (£10, allow 1¼ hours, every 30 minutes from 4.25am to 1am). You’ll be charged extra if you have more than one carry-on and one check-in bag.

      
            Gatwick’s taxi partner, 
                Checker Cars
             
                (www.checkercars.com)
            , has a counter in each terminal. Fares are quoted in advance (about £95 for the 65-minute ride to Central London).
        

      
            
                Heathrow
             
            The transport connections to Heathrow are excellent, and the journey to and from the city is painless. The cheapest option is the Underground. The Piccadilly line is accessible from every terminal (£4.50, one hour to central London, departing from Heathrow every five minutes from around 5am to 11.30pm). If it’s your first time in London, it’s a good chance to practise using the tube as it’s at the beginning of the line and therefore not too crowded when you get on. If there are vast queues at the ticket office, use the automatic machines instead; some accept credit cards as well as cash. Keep your bags near you and expect a scramble to get off if you’re hitting the city at rush hour (7am to 9am and 5pm to 7pm weekdays).

      
            You might save some time on the considerably more expensive 
                Heathrow Express
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 600 1515; www.heathrowexpress.co.uk)
            
            , an ultramodern train to Paddington station (one way/return £16.50/32, 15 minutes, every 15 minutes 5.12am to 11.42pm). You can purchase tickets on board (£5 extra), from self-service machines (cash and credit cards accepted) at both stations, or online.
        

      
            There are taxi ranks for black cabs outside every terminal; a fare to the centre of London will cost between £50 and £70.
        

      
            
                London City
             
            The Docklands Light Railway connects London City Airport to the tube network, taking 22 minutes to reach Bank station (£4). A black taxi costs around £25 to/from central London.

      
            
                Luton
            
            There are regular 
                National Rail
             
                (www.nationalrail.co.uk) 
            services from St Pancras (£9.50, 29 to 39 minutes) to Luton Airport Parkway station, where a shuttle bus (£1) will get you to the airport within 10 minutes. EasyBus (Click here
            ) minibuses head from Victoria and Baker St to Luton (from £2, walk-on £10, allow 1½ hours, every 30 minutes). A taxi costs around £65.
        

      
            
                Stansted
            
            The 
                Stansted Express
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0845 850 0150; www.stanstedexpress.com) 
            connects with Liverpool St station (one way/return £18/27, 46 minutes, every 15 minutes 6am to 12.30am).
        

      
            EasyBus (
            Click here
            ) also has services between Stansted and Baker St (from £2, £10 walk-on, 1¼ hours, every 20 minutes). The 
                Airbus A6
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0870 580 8080; www.nationalexpress.com) 
            links with Victoria Coach Station (£11, allow 1¾ hours, at least every 30 minutes).
        

      
            A black cab to/from central London costs about £100.
        

      
             
            Bike
        

      
            The central city is flat and relatively compact and the traffic moves slowly – all of which make it surprisingly good for cyclists. It can get terribly congested though, so you’ll need to keep your wits about you – and lock your bike (including both wheels) securely. At the time of writing, 
                TFL
             
                (www.tfl.gov.uk)
             
            was about to launch a Cycle Hire Scheme, with 6000 cycles available to hire from self-service docking stations within Zone 1 (£1/6/15/35/50 for up to one/two/three/six/24 hours).

      
             
            Car
        

      
            The M25 ring road encompasses the 609 sq miles that is broadly regarded as Greater London. For motorists it’s the first circle of hell; London was recently rated western Europe’s second-most congested city (congratulations Brussels). Don’t even think about driving within it: traffic is heavy, roadwork continuous, parking is either impossible or expensive, and wheel-clampers keep busy.
            If you drive into central London from 7am to
            6pm on a weekday, you’ll need to pay an £8
            per day congestion charge (visit www.tfl.gov.uk for payment options) or face a hefty fine. If you’re hiring a car to continue your trip, take the tube to Heathrow and pick it up from there.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                LONDON’S OYSTER DIET
            

            
                To get the most out of London, you need to be able to jump on and off public transport like a local, not scramble to buy a ticket at hefty rates each time. The best and cheapest way to do this is with an Oyster card, a reusable smartcard on which you can load either a season ticket (weekly/monthly £26/100) or prepaid credit. The card itself is £3, which is fully refundable when you leave.
            

            
                London is divided into concentric transport zones, although almost all of the places covered in this book are in Zones 1 and 2. The season tickets quoted above will give you unlimited transport on tubes, buses and rail services within these zones. All you need to do is touch your card to the yellow sensors on the station turnstiles or at the front of the bus.
            

            
                If you opt for pay as you go, the fare will be deducted from the credit on your card at a much lower rate than if you were buying a one-off paper ticket. An oyster bus trip costs £1.20 as opposed to £2, while a Zone 1 tube journey is £1.80 as opposed to £4. Even better, in any single day your fares will be capped at the equivalent of the Oyster day-pass rate for the zones you’ve travelled in (Zones 1–2 peak/off-peak £7.20/5.60).
            

            
                Assuming you avoid peak hours (6.30am to 9.30am and 4pm to 7pm), this ready reckoner gives the cheapest options for your length of stay:
            

            »
                1–4 days: prepay
            

            »
                5–24 days: weeklies topped up with prepay for any remaining days
            

            »
                25–31 days: monthly
            

        

      

      
             
            Public Transport
        

      
            Although locals love to complain about it, London’s public transport is excellent, with tubes, trains, buses and boats conspiring to get you anywhere you need to go. 
                TFL
             
                (www.tfl.gov.uk) 
            is the glue that binds the network together. Its website has a handy journey planner and information on all services, including cabs. As a creature of leisure, you’ll be able to avoid those bits that Londoners hate (especially the sardine squash of rush-hour tubes), so get yourself an Oyster card and make the most of it.

      
            
                London Underground, DLR & Overground
             
            ‘The tube’, as it’s universally known, extends its subterranean tentacles throughout London and into the surrounding counties, with services running every few minutes from roughly 5.30am to 12.30am (from 7am to 11.30pm Sunday).

      
            It’s easy to use. Tickets (or Oyster card top-ups) can be purchased from counters or machines at the entrance to each station using either cash or credit card. They’re then inserted into the slot on the turnstiles (or you touch your Oyster card on the yellow reader), and the barrier opens. Once you’re through you can jump on and off different lines as often as you need to get to your destination.
        

      
            Also included within the network are the driverless Docklands Light Railway (DLR), and the train lines shown on tube maps as ‘Overground’. The DLR links the City to Docklands, Greenwich and London City Airport. It’s very Jetsons-like, especially when it hurtles between the skyscrapers of Canary Wharf; try to get the front row seat.
        

      
            The tube map itself is an acclaimed graphic design work, using coloured lines to show how the 14 different routes intersect. However, it’s not remotely to scale. The distances between stations become greater the further from central London you travel, while Leicester Sq and Covent Garden stations are only 250m apart.
        

      
            
                Bus
             
            Travelling round London by double-decker bus is an enjoyable way to get a feel for the city, but it’s usually slower than the tube. Heritage ‘Routemaster’ buses with conductors operate on route 9 (from Aldwych to Royal Albert Hall) and 15 (between Trafalgar Sq and Tower Hill); these are the only buses without wheelchair access.

      
            Buses run regularly during the day, while less frequent night buses (prefixed with the letter ‘N’) wheel into action when the tube stops. Single-journey bus tickets (valid for two hours) cost £2 (£1.20 on Oyster, capped at £3.90 per day); a weekly pass is £17. Children ride free. At stops with yellow signs, you have to buy your ticket from the automatic machine (or use an Oyster)
            
                before 
            boarding. Buses stop on request, so clearly signal the driver with an outstretched arm.
        

      
            
                Train
             
            Particularly south of the river, where tube lines are in short supply, the various rail companies are an important part of the public transport picture. Most stations are now fitted with Oyster readers and accept TFL travelcards. If you travel outside your zone you’ll need to have enough prepaid credit on your Oyster card to cover the additional charge. As not all stations have turnstiles, it’s important to remember to tap-in and tap-out at the Oyster reader at the station or your card will register an unfinished journey and you’re likely to be charged extra. You can still buy a paper ticket from machines or counters at train stations.

      
            
                Boat
             
            The myriad boats that ply the Thames are a great way to travel, avoiding traffic jams while affording great views. Passengers with daily, weekly or monthly travelcards (including on Oyster) get a third off all fares.

      
            
                Thames Clippers
             
                (www.thamesclippers.com) 
            runs regular commuter services between Embankment, Waterloo, Blackfriars, Bankside, London Bridge, Tower, Canary Wharf, Greenwich, North Greenwich and Woolwich piers (adult/child £5.30/2.65) from 7am to midnight (from 9.30am weekends).

      
            Leisure services include the Tate-to-Tate boat (
            Click here
            ) and Westminster–Greenwich services (
            Click here
            ). For boats to Kew Gardens and Hampton Court Palace, 
            Click here
            .
        

      
            
                London Waterbus Company
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7482 2660; www.londonwaterbus.com, single/return £6.70/9.70)
            
            and 
                Jason’s Trip
             
                (www.jasons.co.uk; opposite 42 Blomfield Rd W9; single/return £7.50/8.50) 
            both run canal boat journeys between Camden Lock and Little Venice; see websites for times. London has some 40 miles of inner-city canals, mostly built in the 19th century.

      
             
            Taxi
        

      
            London’s famous black cabs are available for hire when the yellow light above the windscreen is lit. To get an all-London licence, cabbies must do ‘The Knowledge’, which tests them on up to 25,000 streets within a 6-mile radius of Charing Cross and all points of interest from hotels to churches. Fares are metered, with flag fall of £2.20 and the additional rate dependent on time of day, distance travelled and taxi speed. A one-mile trip will cost between £4.60 and £8.60. To order a black cab by phone, try 
                Dial-a-Cab
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                020-7253 5000; www.dialacab.co.uk)
            ; you must pay by credit card and will be charged a premium.
        

      
            Licensed minicabs operate via agencies (most busy areas have a walk-in office with drivers waiting). They’re a cheaper alternative to black cabs and quote trip fares in advance. The cars are recognisable by the [image: iconundergroundpng] 
            symbol displayed in the window. To find a local minicab firm, visit www.tfl.gov.uk.

      
            There have been many reports of sexual assault and theft by unlicensed minicab drivers. Only use drivers from proper agencies; licensed minicabs aren’t allowed to tout for business or pick you up off the street without a booking, so avoid the shady characters who hang around outside nightclubs or bars.
        

    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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Royal Mile

A GRAND DAY OUT

Planning your own procession along the
Royal Mile involves some tough decisions - it
would be impossible to see everything in a
single day, so it's wise to decide in advance
what you don't want to miss and shape your
visit around that. Remember to leave time.

for lunch, for exploring some of the Mile's
countless side alleys and, during festival time,
for enjoying the street theatre that is bound to
be happening in High St.

The most pleasant way to reach the Castle
Esplanade at the start of the Royal Mile is to
hike up the zigzag path from the footbridge
behind the Ross Bandstand in Princes Street
Gardens (in springtime you'll be knee-deep
in daffodils). Starting at Edinburgh Castle
means that the rest of your walk is downhill.
For a superb view up and down the length of
the Mile, climb the Camera Obscura’s Outlook
‘Tower B before visiting Gladstone’s Land [
and St Giles Cathedral €.

Royal Visits to the Royal Mile

1561: Mary, Queen of Scots arrives from France and holds an
audience with John Knox.

1745: Bonnie Prince Charlie fails to capture Edinburgh Castle.
and instead sets up court in Holyroodhouse.

2004: Queen Elizabeth l officially opens the Scottish Parlia:

ment building.
Royal Scott
Scottish ~ Monument

Academy Midlothian ity

National

Edinburgh Castle
Ifyoure pushed for time. isit the Great Hal the
Crown Jewels and the Prisons of War exhibit.
Head forthe HalfMoon Battery for aphoto
Tooking down the length of the Royal Mile.

Gallery
of Scotland

Whisky

Experience

Gladstone's Land :

The Ist floor housesa faithfulrecreation of atAlways
howa wealthy Edinburgh merchant ived n the Sunday bistro
17th century. Check out the beautiful Painted nosh at Café

Bedchamber, withits ornately decorated walls and
wooden ceilings.

P
Lunch
Break

Pieand apint
at Royal Mile
Tavern: soup
and asandwich

Marlayne.

2

tory's your thing, you'll want to add
Real Mary King's Close [, John Knox
House [@ and the Museum of Edinburgh [
10 your must-see list.

At the foot of the mile, choose between
modern and ancient seats of power - the
Scottish Parliament [BJ or the Palace of
Holyroodhouse [E). Round off the day
with an evening ascent of Arthur’s Seat or,
slightly less strenuously, Calton Hill. Both
make great sunset viewpoints.

Real Mary King's Close
The guided fours heavy on ghost stories, but
highightis standing inan original 17th-century
roomwith tuftsof horsehair poking from the
crumbling plaster and breathing inthe ancient
scent of stone,dust and history.

St Giles Cathedral
Look out for the Burne-Jones stained glass win
dow (1873) at the west end, showing the crossing.
of the River Jordan, and the bronze memorial to
Robert Louis Stevenson n the Moray Aisle.

Don't have time for the
guidedtour? Pickupa
Discover the Scottish
Parliament Building "
leaflet from reception

and take a self-guided
tourof the exterior,
then hike upto Salis
bury Crags for agreat
view of the complex.

TAKING YOUR TIME

Minimum time needed for each attraction:
» Edinburgh Castle: two hours.

» St Giles Cathedral: 30 minutes
» Real Mary King's Close: one hour (tour)
» Scottish Parliament: one hour (tour)
»Palace of Holyroodhouse: one hour

Palace of Holyroodhouse :
Find the secret staircase joining Mary, Queen

of Scots’ bedchamber with that of her husband.
Lord Darnley. who restrained the queen while his
henchmen stabbed to death her secretary (and
possible lover), David Rizzio.
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Hadrian’s Wall

Of all Britain's Roman ruins, Emperor
Hadrian’s 2nd-century wall, cutting across
northern England from the Irish Sea to the
North Sea, is by far the most spectacular;
Unesco awarded it world cultural heritage
status in 1987.

We've picked out the highlights, one of which
is the prime remaining Roman fort on the wall,
Housesteads, which we've reconstructed here.

Explore the longest intact stretch of the wall
scramble over the remains of alarge fort then
head indoors to wonder at a full-scale model of
the wall atits zenith. Great fun for the kids.

101
H — s

it

© o g

Sewingshields

( SLow
\ : } Brunton
N “Feobo
O s OHaydon g S
Bdon " OB Hextam

Mill

Nothing like the clever underground ventilation
system. which keptvitalsupplies of grain dry

i Northumberland's damp and drizzly climate.
would be seen again n these parts for 1500 years.

Communal toilets were the normin Roman

times and Housesteads'are remarkably well
preserved - fortunately no traces remain of the
vinegarsoaked sponges that were used instead
of tollet paper.

vwmwﬂm

Commandir
Officer’s House

» Vallum Aelium

» 735 miles (80 Roman miles)

» AD 122-128

»

Three legions (around 16,000 men)

» at least 16 forts, 80 milecastles,

160 turrets.

» Hadrian's wasn't the only wall in

Britain - the Antonine Wall was built across what
is now central Scotland in the AD 140s, but it was
abandoned soon after

Free guides

Atsome sites
knowledge-
able volunteer
heritage guides
are onhand to
answer ques-
tions and put
» | meatonthe
» { wallsstony
.| bones
]

Builttokeep watch over  bidge spanning fhe
River North Tyne, Britain's bst-preserved Roman
cavalry fort hasa terrific bathhouse, essental i
youhave months of nippy northern winter ahead.

This may be the finest non-Roman sight near
Hadrian's Wall. but the 7th-century parts of this
magnificent church ere builtwith stone quar-
ried by the Romans for use in their forts

Scaling the Wall
The main concentration of sights is.

Operations performed in the central, wildest part of the wall
atthe hospital roughly between Corbridge in the east
would have been and Brampton in the west. All our sug-

surprisingly effecive
evenwithout anaes
thetics:religious
tituals and prayers
to Aesculapius, the

gested stops are within this area and
follow an east-west route. The easiest
way to travel is by car. scooting along
the B6318, but special bus ADL22

will also get you there. Hiking along

Roman god of healing,
were possibly ess
helpful for aherniaor
appendicitis.

Unusually at Housesteads neither of the gates
faces the enemy. as was the norm at a Roman
fort - builders aligned them east-west. Ruts
worn by cart wheels are stil visible in the stone,

the designated Hadrian's Wall Path
(84miles) allows you to appreciate the
achievement up close:
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London

Although it y
afternoon, don'tleave your assault on the
“Tower until too late in the day. You could
easily spend hours here and not see it al.
Start by getting your bearings with the
hour-long Yeoman Warder (Beefeater)
tours; they're included in the cost of
admission, entertaining and the only way
to access the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad
Vincula EJ which is where they finish up.
When you leave the chapel, the Tower
Green scaffold site Bis directly in front.
‘The building immediately to your left is
Waterloo Barracks , where the Crown
Jewels EJare housed. These are the absolute.
highlight of a Tower visit, so keep an eye on
the entrance and pick a time to visit when it
looks relatively quiet. Once inside, take things
at your own pace. Slow-moving travelators
shunt you past the dozen or so crowns that
are the treasury’s centrepiece, but feel free to
double-back for a second or even third pas
- particularly if you ended up on the rear
travelator the first time around. Allow plenty
of time for the White Tower €3, the core of
thewhole comples, starting with the ex
of royal armour. As you continue onto the
2nd floor, keep an eye out for St John's Chapel
 The famous ravens [ can be seen in the
courtyard around the White Tower. Head r
through the towers that formed the Medieval
Palace [, then take the East Wall Walk B to
geta feel for the castle’s mighty battlements.
Spend the rest of your time poking around
the many, many other fascinating nook:
and crannies of the Tower complex.

»Buy your fast-track ticket in advance
online or at the City of London
Information Centre in St Paul's
Churchyard.

» An annual Historic
Royal Palaces membership allows you
to jump the queues and visit the Tower
(and four other London palaces) as
often as you like.

Keptasplainand
unadorned as it would
Thechapelservesas have beenin Norman

theresting place for times. the White
Tower's 2nd-floor

theroyals andother
members of thearisto- chapelis the oldest

cracy whowere executed surviving churchin

onthe smallgreen out London, dating from
front. Several notable 1080.

dentities are buried
under the chapel'satar.

Seven people, including three
queens (Anne Boleyn, Catherine
Howard and Jane Grey).lost their
heads here during Tudor times.
saving the monarch the embarrass:
ment of the usual public execution
on Tower Hill.

Main
Entrance

Much of the White Tower i taken up with this exhibition of 500
years of royal armour. Look for the virtually cuboid suit made
tomatch Henry VII's boated body. complete with an oversized
armoured pouchto protect his, ahem, crown jewels.

This partof the
Tower complex was.
commenced around
1220 andwas home
toEngland's medieval
monarchs. Look for
the recreations of

the bedchamber of
Edward | (1272-1307)
inSt Thomas's Tower
and the throne roomon
the upperfloorof the
Wakefield Tower.

This stretch of green
iswhere the Tower's
famous ravens are
kept, fed on raw meat
andblood-soaked bird
biscuits. According to
legend, f the birds were
toleave the Tower, the
kingdom would fal

When they re not being.
wornforaffars of state.
Her Majesty s blingis.
kepthere. Among the
23578 gems, lookout for
the 530-carat Cullinan
diamondatthe topof
the Royal Scepre,the
largest part of what was
(until 1985) the argest
‘iamond ever found.

Follow the inner
ramparts, starting
from the 13th-century
Salt Tower, passing.
throughthe Broad
Arrow and Constable
Towers. and ending.
atthe Martin Tower,
where the Crown
Jewels were once
stored.
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Rosslyn
Chapel

DECIPHERING ROSSLYN
Rosslyn Chapel is a small building, but
the density of decoration inside can be
overwhelming. It's well worth buying the
official guidebook by the Earl of Rosslyn
first; find a bench in the gardens and
have a skim through before going into the.
chapel - the background information will
make your visit all the more interesting.
The book also offers a useful self-guided
tour of the chapel, and explains the legend
of the Master Mason and the Apprentice.
Entrance is through the north door [E§.
Take a pew and sit for a while to allow
your eyes to adjust to the dim interior;
then look up at the ceiling vault,
decorated with engraved roses, lilies
and stars (can you spot the sun and the
moon?). Walk left along the north aisle to
reach the Lady Chapel, separated from
the rest of the church by the Mason's
Pillar B and the Apprentice Pillar B3.
Here you'll find carvings of Lucifer 3, the
Fallen Angel, and the Green Man &
Nearby are carvings [ that appear to
resemble Indian corn (maize). Finally,
g0 to the western end and look up at the
wall - in the left corner s the head of the
Apprentice [g@; to the right is the (rather

worn) head of the Master Mason [E).

ROSSLYN CHAPEL &
THE DA VINCI CODE

» Dan Brown was referencing Rosslyn
Chapel's alleged links to the Knights
Templar and the Freemasons — unusual
symbols found among the carvings.,
and the fact that a descendant of its
founder, William St Clair, was a Grand
Master Mason — when he chose it as
the setting for his novels denouement.
Rosslyn is indeed a coded work, writ-
ten in stone, but its meaning depends
on your point of view. See The Rosslyn
Hoax? by Robert LD Cooper (www.oss
lynhoax.com) for an alternative inter-
pretation of the chapel’s symbolism.

Lucifer, the Fallen Angel
Athead height,to the left of the
second window fromleftis an
upside-down angel bound with rope,
asymbol often associated with
Freemasonry. The arch abave s
decorated ith the Dance of Death. *

The Apprentice
High in the corner, beneath an
empty statue niche, is the head of
themurdered Apprentice. witha
deep woundin i forehea above
theright eye. The worn head onthe
side wallto the left of the Apprentice
is that of his mother.

Practical Tips

Buy your tickets in
advance through
the chapel's website

(exceptin August,
when no bookings
are taken). No pho-
tography is allowed
inside the chapel.

Green Man
Onaboss at the base of the arch between the second
‘and third windows from the left s the finest example

Explore
Some More

After visiting of more than a hundred greenman' carvingsinthe
the chapel, chapel, pagan symbols of spring, fertiity and rebirth.
head downhill ’ H

tosee the

spectacularly
sited ruins of
Roslin Castle.
thentakea
walk along leafy
Roslin Glen.

Mason's
Pillar

Indian Corn

The frieze around the
secondwindow on the
southwallis said to
represent Indian corn
(maize) butit predates
Columbusdiscovery of
the New Worldin 1492
Othercarvings seemto
resemblealoe vera.

&
&
&
N\
The Apprentice Pillar

Perhaps the chapel’s most beautiful carving. Four
vines spiralup the pilr ssuing from the mouths
of eight dragons atts base. Legend says the
Apprentice was murdered ina ealous rage by the
Master Mason. At the top s Isazc. son of Abraham.
Iying bound upon thedaltar.





content/images/icon-veg.png





content/images/icon-metro.png





content/images/icon-smoke.png





content/images/42-authors-bri9.png
Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about
the accuracy or completeness of its content and. to the maxi-
mum extent permitted. disclaim all liabilty aising fromits use.






content/images/15-hereford-bri9.png
200 m

Hereford @ 8 m— ()1 miles

To Alberta
%St House  Train Station
(135

m)

(o4
B R0,

Museum
& King Offa 3






content/images/23-snowdonia-bri9.png
Snowdonia & LI§n Peninsula

Rhosneigr 0 oLlanfaelog gz

Aberffrawe (400,

Newberough® Flas Menai€) (ezzse)
Llnaddwyn

Island

Caernarfon
Buy

Clynnog
St George's
Channel

A
Gwrfheyrn@ o
Liithfaen

Porth
Dinllaen

Morfa Nefyn e

(22
Tudweiloige

°
Nefyn

) Puillhelio
Lysn

o
poniin (B Llanbedrog

4

r .

. A o Abersoch

Braich y © Aberdaron

Pl 2 Porth

Neiguol

(Hell’s Mouth)

Bardsey

Island

Cardigan Bay

Fawr
°

B | lanystumdwig/~ Fortmadoge ;.

(A5 Llanfair PG oBangor
Baa19|
(555

GreenWood
Forest Park [éelh esda)

atas

Deiniolen. %)
© Caernarfon ©

Q Segontium
Wag nfawr

Dafydd
°  (1044m)
Llanberis
Snowdan Glly‘;lcekxl' A
Ranger YHA (a1086] N

Pen-y-Pass
Rhyd Dclu A
Baa) °  snowdon
Boddgcler ROE1085T (=)
Forest Bryn

o Gwynant
oPont Glas  Beddgelert YHA
©Bryncir

Dinase

[Ad99)

(Aa87

(B4411) Trcmagog Gsrreg

CAGET
Criccieth od

Bofth-y-
Tremadog  Gest
Bay

0 Portmeirion

© Talsarnau

ider
oHarlech
ol lanfair
A496
) o Pen-y-
Bont

D
e
3
g
T

Dyffryn
> Ardudwy
Qe
=)
S
@,
=
2

®

o
"
’ e
Barmouthio g

Kings
Fairbourne o YHA

Aobergynmwyn oCorris
@Nam
Gwernol

Dolgoche
o
CQ

A\
W
Tywyn® ﬂa\*\\‘

Aberdovey
°

A Llewelyn

Liyn
Trawsfumydd

20 km
—1() miles

Rowéne 6 Tal-y-Cafn
Tal-y Boné

Carnedd
G

(1064m) Trefriwl Llanddoget
(I

o Llanrwst
dyr
Foicst

Capel G

s Liyen
°

Afed

Swallow ) RBetw:

y-C
Falls s:y-Coed

Alwen
Reseroiy

(Aa70 | 29 ntrefoelas

©Penmachno
Ceirm
o Blaenau

Ly
Ffestiniog o

o Llan Ffestiniog

Lityn.
(84391

Celyn g, -
Frongoch *

(Ad212)

© Trawsfynydd Llanycil

Llyn Tegid

(Bala Lalke),
Snowdonia

National
Park

(4]

Coed-y-
Brenin

°
Llanuwchllyn

Llanelltyd
Dolgellau
T

@ Penmaenpool
(=]

Cader
Idris L4458
(893m) Dofi OMallwyd

Tl Forest

(450

oCeinws

\yndwr's
olLiwyngwern, @ /kj‘,

Dovey
Vallcy

(Fa70)
' Machyntieth

©Forge

T %tayhttle

Clywedyg





content/images/4412-24.png





content/images/25-sthn-scotland-bri9.png
C

ARGYLL

.. . 5 ’ Cockournspath®
- ' § & StAbbs
4 o
Coldingham °
Greak Lammermuit
of e Cuighpae Hills oDuns
©Lochranza
=+ Moorfoot.
Lanark - qonfo
Ardrossa O Réw L o Pecbles
b & a Smajolm
SOUTH 9 s o Kel
3 Biggar > se elso '\
oBrodick LANARKSHIRE e e =
Yetholr
Kilbrannan Muirkirk® gy Town!
Sound
pheltown VN
east few
_ AYRSHIRE ©{mnod
Turnberry
Loch
Doon
Ailsa Craig.
Thornhille
N St ohn's
Town of
Gllantree ( ’ obalry
DUMFRIES ™,
North ALLOWAY W\
Channel 5 o Ociiveroci
i Castl , acilaveroc!
Kenn Castle New | Gacia
Garde = Douglas o Abbeyg
Stranraer® - e ) Gatghou

of Flagf 1

Wi ° Pt
o Portpatrick Etowa . A {
Machars ardoness ° \
TPeninsula Castle. /Kirkcudbright N
e
Solway N
Firth

ouvhithorn

) irish
oDrummore Isle of Whithor o e : "
M

Burrow
Mull of Fead
Galloway





content/images/19-northeast-eng-loc-bri9-pms.png





content/images/shop.png





content/images/stirling-castle-illustratedhighlight.png
_—

Stirling Castle

PLANNING YOUR ATTACK
Stirling’s a sizeable fortress, but not so
huge that you'll have to decide what to
leave out - there’s time to see it all. Unless
you've got a working knowledge of Scottish
monarchs, head to the Castle Exhibition ()
first: it ll help you sort one James from

Great Hall & Chapel Royal
Creations of James IV and Vi respectivey. these
elegant spaces around the central courtyard
have been faithfuly restored. The vast Great Hall.
with its imposing beamed roof, was the largest.
medieval hallin Scatiand.

King's Old

another. That done, take on the sights at Building g
leisure. First, stop and look around you C
from the ramparts B3; the views high over Museum of the Argyll & y
this flat valley, a key strategic point in Sutherland Highlanders ~**
Scotland’s history, are magnificent. The history of one of Scotland'slegendary regiments - now

Next, head through to the back of the ‘subsumedinto the Royal Regiment of Scotland - is on display

castle to the Tapestry Studio {3, which ere,featuring memorabilia, weapons and uniforms.

is open for shorter hours; seeing these Prince’s
skilful weavers at work is a highlight. Tower
Track back towards the citadel’s heart,
stopping for a quick tour through the
?real Kitchen (43 lonkmg‘m all flml (Gsur::mkm
fake food might make you seriously
‘hungry, though. Then enter the main
courtyard. Around you are the principal
castle buildings. During summer there
are events (such as Renaissance dancing)
in the Great Hall [ - get details at the
entrance. The Museum of the Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders [@ is a treasure
trove if you're interested in regimental
history, but missable if you're not. Leave
the best for last - crowds thin in the
afternoon - and enter the sumptuous
Royal Palace

THE WAY UP & DOWN

If you have time, take the atmospheric
Back Walk, a peaceful, shady stroll around
the Old Town’s fortifications and up to

the castle's imposing crag-top position
Afterwards, wander down through the
01d Town to admire its facades.

Tapestry Studio
An exquisite series of
tapestries depicting
aunicorn hunt,

fullof themes with
Christian undertones,
is being painstakingly
reproduced here: each
tapestry takes four
years tomake. It's
fascinating to watch
the weavers at work.

Entrance 1,

Great Kitchens ™
Dive o this originl isplay that brings home the
massive enterprise of organising. preparing and
‘cooking a feast fit for a Renaissance king. Your

Perched on the walls you can appreciate theutter  stomach may rumble atthe ifelike haunches of

TOP TIPS § dominance of the castle's position atopthislofty meat, loaves of brea,fow and fises.
volcanic crag. The view includes the site of Robert

» Admission Entrance is free for : zﬂyﬂ' Palace the Bruce's victory at Bannockburn and the

listori ] H e impressive new ‘monument to William Wallace.
Historic Scotland members. If you'll i B

S > ] ighlight of a visit
be visiting several Scottish castles and Castle Exhibition * tothe castles this " 3
ruins, a membership will save you plenty. Agreatoverviewof the Stewart recresionafhe ol 2
» Vital Statistics First constructed: dynasty here will get your facts. fgings originally g
o ;. - straight. and also offers the latest built by James V. H £

before 1110; Number of sieges: at least archacological itbits from the The finely worked H g
9: Last besieger: Bonnie Prince Charlie ongoing excavations under the ceiling, ornate furni- H 3
(unsuccessful); Money spent refurbish- citadel. Analysisof skeletonshas  tureand sumptuous £
ing the Royal Palace: £12 million. revealed surprising amounts of unicontapestries £ H

biographicaldata. dazzle.
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