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                Welcome to Amsterdam
            

        

        
            
                Seventeenth-century buildings. Joint-smoking alien sculptures. Few cities meld history with modern urban flair like Amsterdam.
            

        

        
            Admire Art
        

        
            You can’t walk a kilometre without bumping into a masterpiece in the city. The Van Gogh Museum hangs the world’s largest collection by tortured native son Vincent. A few blocks away, Vermeer’s 
                Kitchen Maid,
            
            Rembrandt’s 
                Night Watch
             
            and other Golden Age treasures fill the Rijksmuseum. The Museum het Rembrandthuis offers more of Rembrandt via his atmospheric, etching-packed studio and the Stedelijk pulls out Mondrian among its modern stock. And when the urge strikes for something blockbuster, the Hermitage Amsterdam delivers: the outpost of Russia’s State Hermitage Museum picks from its three-million-piece home trove to mount mega exhibits.

        
            Bike & Boat
        

        
            Two wheeling is a way of life here. It’s how Amsterdammers commute to work, go to the shop and meet a date for dinner. With all the bike rental shops around, it’s easy to gear up and take a spin. If locals aren’t on a bike, they may well be in a boat. With its canals and its massive harbour, this city reclaimed from the sea offers countless opportunities to drift. Hop in a canal boat (preferably an open-air one) or one of the free ferries behind Centraal Station for a wind-in-your-hair ride.
        

        
            Feel Gezellig
        

        
            Amsterdam is famously 
                gezellig,
            
            a Dutch quality that translates as convivial or cosy. It’s more easily experienced than defined. There’s a sense of time stopping, an intimacy of the here and now that leaves all your troubles behind, at least until tomorrow. You can get that warm, fuzzy feeling in many situations, but the easiest place is a traditional brown cafe. Named for their wood panelling and walls stained by smoke over the centuries, brown cafes practically have 
                gezelligheid
            
            on tap, alongside good beer. You can also feel 
                gezellig
             
            at any restaurant after dinner, when you’re welcome to linger and chat after your meal while the candles burn low.

        
            Wander into the Past
        


            Amsterdam is ripe for rambling, its compact core laced by atmospheric lanes and quarters. You never know what you’ll find: a hidden garden, a shop selling velvet ribbon, a 
                jenever
             
            (Dutch gin) distillery, an old monastery turned classical music venue. Wherever you end up, it’s probably by a canal. And a cafe. And a gabled building that looks like a Golden Age painting.
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                    Why I Love Amsterdam
                

                
                    By Karla Zimmerman, Author
                

                
                    I love walking around Prinsengracht in the morning. Houseboats bob, bike bells 
                        cling cling,
                     
                    flower sellers lay out their wares. The old merchants houses tilt at impossible angles, and it’s easy to imagine an era when boats unloaded spices out front.

                
                    I love that the beer in Amsterdam is perfectly frothed, and you can drink under a windmill without affectation in the city. I love that even the smallest sandwich shop takes exquisite care with their product, and it tastes richer because of it. I love that the Red Light District is by the Oude Kerk (Old Church). Amsterdam is one of a kind!
                

                
                    
                        For more about our authors, see Click here.
                    
                

            

    

  
    
        
            
                Amsterdam’s Top 10
            

        

        
            Van Gogh Museum (
            Click here
            )
        

        1Housing the world’s largest collection by artist Vincent van Gogh, the museum is as much a tour through the driven painter’s troubled mind as it is a tour through his body of work. More than 200 canvases are arranged chronologically, starting with his early career in Holland and ending less than a decade later in sunny France, where he produced his best-known work with its characteristic giddy colour. Works by contemporaries Gauguin, Toulouse-Lautrec, Monet and Bernard round out the retrospective.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Old South
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            Brown Cafes
        

        2For the quintessential bite of Amsterdam, pull up a stool in one of the city’s famed
                bruin cafés 
            (brown cafes; traditional Dutch pubs). The true specimen has been in business awhile and gets its name from centuries’ worth of smoke stains on the walls. Brown cafes have candle-topped tables, sandy wooden floors and sometimes a house cat that sidles up for a scratch. Most importantly, brown cafes induce a cosy vibe that prompts friends to linger and chat for hours over drinks – the same enchantment the cafes have cast for 300 years.
        

        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife
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            Rijksmuseum (
            Click here
            )
        

        3
           The Netherlands’ top treasure house bursts with Rembrandts, Vermeers and blue-and-white Delft pottery. More than a million objects of art make up the stash, including 5000 paintings, the most famous by Dutch and Flemish masters from the Golden Age. Feast your eyes on meaty still lifes, dreamy milkmaids, gentlemen in ruffed collars and vintage landscapes bathed in pale yellow light. While the monumental building continues to be renovated, a ‘best of’ group of masterpieces, including Rembrandt’s humongous
                Night Watch
                
                    ,
                 
            shows in a side wing.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif]
            Old South 
[image: 28943-4]JOHN FREEMAN / LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©


        

            Jordaan (
            Click here
            )
        

        4If Amsterdam’s neighbourhoods held a ‘best personality’ contest, the Jordaan (once the workers quarter) would win. Its intimacy is contagious, with modest old homes, offbeat galleries and vintage shops peppering a grid of tiny lanes. This is the place for jovial bar sing-alongs and beery brown cafes, the neighbourhood where you could spend a week wandering the narrow streets and still not discover all the hidden courtyards and tucked-away eateries. By now you know the Dutch propensity for
                gezelligheid
             
            (conviviality); the Jordaan is a font of it.
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            Jordaan & the West
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            Vondelpark (
            Click here
            )
        

        5On a sunny day it seems the whole city converges on this sprawling equivalent of New York City’s Central Park. Couples kiss on the grass, friends cradle beers at the outdoor cafes, while 
            others trade songs on beat-up guitars. Street performers work the crowds, and kids rush the playgrounds. It’s all very democratic, and sublime for people watching. The English-style layout offers an abundance of ponds, lawns, thickets and winding footpaths that encourage visitors to get out and explore the free-wheeling scene.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Vondelpark & Around
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            Outdoor Markets
        

        6Amsterdam is market-mad, and its streets hold spreads from silks and coins to organic cheeses and bike locks. The Albert Cuypmarkt is king of the lot. Here Surinamese and Indonesian immigrants mix with locals at stalls hawking rice cookers, spices and Dutch snacks, such as sweet
                stroopwafels 
            (syrup waffles). Flowers fill the Bloemenmarkt, while porcelain teapots and other bric-a-brac tempt at Waterlooplein Flea Market. The Oudemanhuis Book Market has been selling tomes for a few centuries. Then there’s the antiques market, stamp market, art market... 
                

        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping
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            Queen’s Day
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        7On April 30, more than one million revellers descend on Amsterdam for the freakingest street party in Europe. Queen’s Day (Koninginnedag) celebrates the monarch’s birthday, but that’s really just the excuse for a gigantic drinking fest, and for everyone to wear ridiculous outfits in orange, the country’s national colour. It’s quite a sight to see the city awash in orange fake afros, orange beer, orange balloon animals and orange clogs. There’s also a giant free market citywide (where anyone can sell anything), as well as rollicking free concerts.

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Month by Month
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            Canal Trips (
            Click here
            )
        

        8Amsterdam has more canals than Venice, and getting on the water is one of the best ways to feel the pulse of the city. You could catch the vibe by sitting
            canalside and watching boats glide by: myriad cafes seem purpose-built for this sport. Or you could stroll alongside the canals and check out some of the city’s 3300 houseboats. Better yet, hop on a tour boat and cruise the curved passages. From this angle, you’ll understand why Unesco recently named the waterways a World Heritage site.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Canals
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            Anne Frank Huis (
            Click here
            )
        

        9Seeing Anne Frank’s melancholy bedroom and her actual diary, sitting alone in its glass case, is a powerful experience that draws a million visitors annually. Step through the revolving bookcase of the ‘Secret Annexe’ and up the steep stairs into the living quarters. It was in this dark and airless space that the Franks observed complete silence during the day, outgrew their clothes, pasted photos of Hollywood stars on the walls and read Dickens, before being mysteriously betrayed.
                
            
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Western Canal Ring
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            Cycling (
            Click here
            )
        

        10Bicycles are more common than cars in Amsterdam. Everyone cycles: young, old, club-goers in high heels, cops on duty, bankers in suits with ties flapping in the breeze. It’s how people commute to work, go to the shop or meet a date for dinner. Renting a bike not only puts you shoulder to shoulder with locals, it gives you easy access to the city’s outer neighbourhoods and their cool architecture and museums, as well the windmill-dotted countryside and its time-warped villages.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            By Bike
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                What’s New
            

        

        
            Canal Ring World Heritage Site
        

        
            It’s official: Amsterdam’s central canal ring 
                is
             
            something special, according to Unesco. What does it change? Not much, since you can’t improve a Golden Age beauty that’s already one-of-a-kind (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Het Scheepvaartmuseum
        

        
            After a four-year renovation, the National Maritime Museum is open again, showing off its 500 ship models and Dutch East 
            India Company treasure chambers in grand style (Click here
            ).
        

        
            EYE Film Institute Netherlands
        

        
            It’s ready for its close-up: the Netherlands’ film centre opened its new complex in an architecturally stunning, waterfront space in Amsterdam-Noord, screening classics and art films for all ages (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Cocomama
        

        
            A boutique hostel now occupies one of Amsterdam’s most infamous brothels, with the chandeliers, high ceilings and – yes – red curtains still in place to welcome thrifty travellers (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Roots
        

        
            The name hints at what this rustic restaurant is all about: getting back to basics with local ingredients from the countryside’s small farms (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Het Grachtenhuis
        

        
            For the canal-curious (or obsessed), the Canal House provides an in-depth look at the history and science of the waterways, the houses that line them, and the 17th-century city plan (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Mint Hotel
        

        
            Since flinging open its doors in summer 2011, the mod Mint – graced with riverfront views, a rooftop lounge and in-room iMacs – has quickly become an Amsterdam hot spot (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Museum Van Loon Coach House
        

        
            The restored garden coach house offers a rare glimpse into the 1672 lifestyle. Most such structures, which functioned as stables, have been destroyed over the last two centuries to build apartments (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Drugs FAQ
        

        
            Take a walking tour through central Amsterdam and learn about the myths and the reality of the city’s drug culture, from smart shops to coffeeshops to Van Gogh’s absinthe habit (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            La Oliva
        

        
            The party is here in the Jordaan, where everyone is biting into 
                pintxos 
            (a version of tapas), mushroom Manchego tartlets and other Basque-influenced dishes, washed down with sparkling wine (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            CC Muziekcafé
        

        
            This cool little pub offers live music every day – be it rock, soul, reggae or whatever falls in between – along with beer and a smokers lounge (
            Click here
            ).
        

        [image: mouse-png]
            
                For more recommendations
                and reviews, see 
                    lonelyplanet.com/amsterdam
                
            
        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Need to Know
            

        

        
            
                Currency
            

            
                Euro (€).
            

            
                Language
            

            
                Dutch and English.
            

            
                Visas
            

            
                Generally not required for stays up to three months. Some nationalities require a Schengen visa.
            

            
                Money
            

            
                ATMs widely available. Credit cards accepted in most hotels but not all restaurants. Non-European credit cards are sometimes rejected.
            

            
                Mobile Phones
            

            
                Local SIM cards can be used in European and Australian phones. Standard North American GSM 1900 phones will not work.
            

            
                Time
            

            
                Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus one hour).
            

            
                Tourist Information
            

            
                VVV (www.iamsterdam.com; Stationsplein 10; [image: iconhoursgif]
                9am-7pm) Main office, located outside Centraal Station. Offers maps, guides, transit passes, accommodation booking services and ticket purchases for attractions.
            

        

        
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                The following are average costs per day.
            

            
                Budget 
                less than €100

            »
                Dorm bed €22-€35
            

            »
                Supermarkets and lunchtime specials for 
                food €15

            »
                Boom Chicago discount ticket €17
            

            
                Midrange 
                €100–€200

            »
                Double room €125
            

            »
                Three-course dinner in casual restaurant €30
            

            »
                Concertgebouw ticket €40
            

            
                Top end 
                more than €200

            »
                Four-star hotel double room €230
            

            »
                Five-course dinner in top restaurant €50
            

            »
                Private canal boat rental for two hours €90
            

        

        
            
                Advance Planning
            

            
                
                    Six months
                 
                Book your hotel, especially if you’ll be visiting in the summer.

            
                
                    Two months
                 
                Check calendars for the Concertgebouw, Muziekgebouw aan ‘t IJ, Melkweg and Paradiso, and buy tickets for anything that looks appealing.

            
                
                    Two weeks
                
                Make dinner reservations at De Kas or Bordewijk, and check the city’s festival program (www.amsterdamfestivals.com).

            
                
                    A few days
                 
                Buy tickets online to the Van Gogh Museum, Anne Frank Huis and Rijksmuseum. Reserve walking or cycling tours.

            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/amsterdam) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

            »
                
                    I Amsterdam
                 
                (www.iamsterdam.com) City-run portal packed with sightseeing, accommodation and event info.

            »
                
                    Time Out Amsterdam
                 
                (www.timeout.com/amsterdam) Cultural features and useful listings.

            »
                
                    Dutch News
                 
                (www.dutchnews.nl) News tidbits and event listings.

            »
                
                    Overdose.am
                 
                (www.overdose.am) Art, music and fashion to-do’s.

        

        
            
                When to Go
            

            
            
                Summer (June to
                August) is peak tourist season, with warm weather and lots of daylight for cycling. March to May is tulip time. 
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                Arriving in Amsterdam
            

            
                
                    Schiphol Airport
                 
                Trains to Centraal Station depart every 10 minutes or so from 6am to 12.30am €3.70; taxi €45.

            
                
                    Centraal Station
                 
                In central Amsterdam with most tram lines connecting it to the rest of the city; taxis queue near the front entrance.

            
                
                    Bus Station
                 
                Buses arrive at Amstelstation, south of the centre, with an easy metro link to Centraal Station.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    arrival,
                 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Getting Around
            

            
                GVB passes in chip-card form are the most convenient option for public transport. Buy them at VVV offices or from tram conductors. Always wave your card at the pink machine when entering and departing.
            

            »
                
                    Walking
                 
                Central Amsterdam is compact and easy to cover by foot.

            »
                
                    Bicycle
                 
                This is the locals main mode of getting around. Rental companies are all over town; bikes cost about €12.50 per day.

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                Fast, frequent and ubiquitous, operating between 6am and 12.30am.

            »
                
                    Bus & Metro
                 
                Primarily serve the outer districts; not much use in the city centre.

            »
                
                    Ferry
                 
                Free ferries depart for northern Amsterdam from docks behind Centraal Station.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                Expensive and not very speedy given Amsterdam’s maze of streets.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    getting around,
                 
                Click here
            

        

        
            
                Sleeping
            

            
                Resting your head in Amsterdam can be expensive. Book as far in advance as possible (especially for summer bookings, and for weekends anytime) to get the best deals and to secure the place you want.
            

            
                Hostels are plentiful, with most geared to youthful party animals. Hotels typically are small (less than 20 rooms) and ramble over several floors in charming old buildings. Canalside addresses cost more, while places by the Red Light District or Damrak – though cheaper – tend towards the seedy side. In general, everything is pretty expensive.
            

            
                Useful Websites
            

            »
                
                    I Amsterdam
                 
                (www.iamsterdam.com) Wide range of options from the city’s official website.

            »
                
                    Citymundo
                 
                (www.citymundo.com) Reliable broker for apartment rentals; three-night minimum required.

            »
                
                    Hotels.nl
                 
                (www.hotels.nl) For deals on larger properties.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    sleeping,
                 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Top Itineraries
            

        


            
                Day One
            

            
                Nieuwmarkt (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Start with a spin through 
                    Waterlooplein Flea Market
                
                . Doc Martens? Buddha statues? Electric saw? These goods and more fill the stalls. Rembrandt sure loved markets, if his nearby studio is any indication. 
                    Museum het Rembrandthuis
                
                gives a peek at the master’s inner sanctum, including his curio-packed cabinet and paint-spattered easel. Neighbouring 
                    Gassan Diamonds
                 
                gives the bling lowdown via free tours.

        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    With its sandwiches and apple pie, Latei (Click here
                    ) is a sweet stop.
                

            
            
            
                Red Light District (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                It may seem more suited to night-time visits, but the Red Light District has some ace attractions that are only open during the day. The 700-year-old 
                    Oude Kerk
                
                has a who’s who of famous folk buried beneath its floor, while 
                    Museum Amstelkring
                
                hides an entire, relic-rich church behind its canal-house facade. Don’t worry, you can see titillating stuff too: take a walk down 
                    Warmoesstraat
                
                or Oudezijds Achterburgwal past the 
                    Erotic Museum
                
                , 
                    Absolute Danny
                
                and 
                    Cannabis College
                
                .
            

            
[image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Dinner
                     
                    Dwaze Zaken (Click here
                    ) offers a mosaic-trimmed Red Light refuge.
                

            

            
                Medieval Centre (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                 
                You’ve earned an evening of sitting and sipping. Take your pick of cafes ringing the Spui, the favoured haunt of academics and journalists.

        


            
                Day Two
            

            
                De Pijp (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Browse the 
                    Albert Cuypmarkt
                
                , Amsterdam’s largest street bazaar, an international free-for-all with cheeses, fish, 
                    stroopwafels
                
                (syrup waffles) and bargain-priced clothing. Then submit to the 
                    Heineken Experience
                 
                to get shaken up, heated up and ‘bottled’ like the beer you’ll drink at the end of the brewery tour.

        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Exotic eateries line Albert Cuypstraat (Click here
                    ).
                

            
            
            
                Old South (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Pay homage to the arts in the afternoon (when crowds are lighter). You’ll likely have the stamina for the 
                    Van Gogh Museum
                
                and 
                    Rijksmuseum
                
                , but kudos if you fit in the modern 
                    Stedelijk Museum
                 
                as well. They’re all lined up in a walkable row.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Sama Sebo (Click here
                    ) cooks a mean, 17-dish Indonesian 
                        rijsttafel
                    
                    .
                

            
            
            
                Southern Canal Ring (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                Time to par-tee at hyperactive, neon-lit 
                    Leidseplein
                
                . If you get here before 7.30pm on weekdays (6pm on weekends), check at the Uitburo for concerts or show tickets. Otherwise the goodtime bars, clubs and cafes around the square beckon.
            

        


            
                Day Three
            

            
                Western Canal Ring (
                Click here
                )
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                Visiting the 
                    Anne Frank Huis
                
                is a must. The claustrophobic rooms, their windows still covered with blackout screens, give a real-deal feel for Anne’s life in hiding. Seeing the red-plaid diary itself – 
                filled with her sunny writing tempered by quiet despair – is moving, plain and simple.
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                        Lunch
                     
                    Grab a canalside table at Spanjer en van Twist (Click here
                    ).
                

            
            
            
                Western Canal Ring (
                Click here
                )
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                Immerse yourself in the 
                    Negen Straatjes
                 
                (Nine Streets), a tic-tac-toe board of oddball specialty shops. Everything from velvet ribbons to toothbrushes to antique eyeglass frames gets its due in the wee stores. Afterward walk along the Herengracht and ogle the Golden Age manors rising up along the canal. No wonder the entire area is a Unesco World Heritage site.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Hostaria (Click here
                    ) is one of the Jordaan’s best Italian restaurants.
                

            
            
            
                Jordaan (
                Click here
                )
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                Charming brown cafes speckle the Jordaan, the chummy district touted as the Amsterdam of yore. Watch the sunset on a canalside terrace at 
                    Café t’Smalle
                
                , join the drunken singalong at 
                    De Twee Zwaantjes
                
                or quaff beers at heaps of other 
                    gezellig
                 
                (cosy) haunts.

        


            
                Day Four
            

            
                Medieval Centre (
                Click here
                )
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                Explore the secret courtyard and gardens at the 
                    Begijnhof
                
                . Walk up the street to the Dam, where the 
                    Royal Palace 
                (Koninklijk Paleis), 
                    Nieuwe Kerk
                
                and 
                    Nationaal Monument
                 
                huddle and provide a dose of Dutch history. Rent a bicycle and fuel up for pedalling.
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                        Lunch
                     
                    Gartine (Click here
                    ) grows many ingredients in its garden.
                

            
            
            
                Plantage, Eastern Islands & Eastern Docklands (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Turn your wheels towards the Eastern Islands and Docklands, strewn with mod architecture such as the shiny 
                    Centrale Bibliotheek Amsterdam
                
                and sparkling 
                    Muziekgebouw aan ‘t IJ
                
                . Head south to snap a few photos at classic 
                    De Gooyer Windmill
                
                ; the bonus here is that organic beermaker 
                    Brouwerij ‘t IJ
                 
                sits at the big spinner’s foot.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Dine in the glass greenhouse at De Kas (Click here
                    ).
                

            
            
            
                Oosterpark (
                Click here
                )
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                You’ve been a cycling and sightseeing trooper, zipping through most of Amsterdam’s neighbourhoods over the past four days. An evening spent plopped on the terrace at 
                    De Ysbreeker
                
                , looking out over the gleaming, houseboat-dotted Amstel river, is a well-deserved treat.
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                If You Like…
            

        

        
            Art
        

        
            
                Van Gogh Museum
             
            It has the world’s largest collection of the tortured artist’s paintings, from his early years to later ones. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Rijksmuseum
             
            To master the old masters, visit the Netherlands’ top treasure house, bursting with Rembrandts, Vermeers, Delftware and more. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Stedelijk Museum
             
            Has paintings by Monet, Picasso and Chagall; De Stijl landmarks by Mondrian; and pop art from Warhol and Lichtenstein. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Museum het Rembrandthuis
             
            You almost expect to find the master himself still nipping around his old paint-spattered studio and handsome home. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Hermitage Amsterdam
             
            This satellite of Russia’s Hermitage Museum features one-off, blockbuster exhibits showing everything from Matisse cut outs to Byzantine treasures. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                FOAM (Fotografie Museum Amsterdam) 
            Changing exhibitions feature world-renowned photographers such as Sir Cecil Beaton, Annie Leibovitz and Henri Cartier-Bresson. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Markets
        

        
            
                Albert Cuypmarkt
             
            Amsterdam’s largest and busiest market has been selling flowers, clothing, household goods and food of every description for 100 years. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Waterlooplein Flea Market
             
            The city’s famous flea market piles up curios, used footwear, ageing electronic gear, New Age gifts and cheap bicycle parts for bargain hunters. (Click here
            )
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                Oudemanhuis Book Market 
            Located in a moody, old, covered alleyway, this place is lined with second-hand booksellers and is a favourite with academics. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Noordermarkt
             
            The Noorderkerk’s front plaza has been a market since the early 1600s; antiques and organic fare are the offerings these days. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Bloemenmarkt
             
            The ‘floating’ flower market (it actually sits on pilings) is the place to bag your beautiful bloomin’ bulbs. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Beer
        

        
            
                Cafe Belgique
             
            Pouring the best lambic beers, Trappist brews and golden ales, this atmospheric beer cafe is the next best thing to being in Belgium. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Brouwerij 
            ’
            
                t IJ 
            The tasting room of Amsterdam’s leading organic microbrewery has a cosy, down-and-dirty beer-hall feel. Bonus: it sits under a windmill. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                De Bierkoning
             
            They don’t call this shop the ‘beer king’ for nothing; it stocks 950 brews, plus beer glasses and beer guidebooks. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Gollem
             
            The pioneer of Amsterdam’s beer cafes still pours a bountiful selection in its tiny, brew-paraphernalia-covered space. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Brouwerij de Prael 
            This laudable local brewery employs people overcoming mental illness challenges. Its organic beers are named after famous Dutch singers. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hedonistic Pursuits
        

        
            
                Dampkring
             
            This coffeeshop stalwart has a comprehensive, well-explained menu; a Cannabis Cup winning product; and a George Clooney Hollywood pedigree. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Condomerie Het Gulden Vlies 
            Puts the ‘pro’ back in prophylactic with its tasteful setting and huge array of condoms for sale. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Kokopelli
             
            Life gets a whole lot more colourful (literally) with a serving of magic truffles from this classy smart shop. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Prostitution Information 
                Centre 
            Get frank information about the women in the windows on the centre’s tour. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Casa Rosso
             
            Jaw-dropping tricks with lit candles and more at the city’s most popular sex show (a hen’s-night favourite). (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Webers
             
            When you need a PVC catsuit with whip holster, this little shop can do the fitting. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Windmills
        

        
            
                De Gooyer 
            It’s hard to beat drinking freshly made organic beers at the foot of an 18th-century spinner. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Riekermolen 
            Rembrandt used to sketch by this windmill, south of the city at Amstelpark’s edge. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Zaanse Schans
             
            A whole village of blades turns in the North Sea breeze, a 20-minute train ride from the city. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                National Windmill Day 
            Here ‘s your chance to peek inside the country’s 600 twirlers; held the second Saturday in May. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Parks & Gardens
        

        
            
                Vondelpark
             
            A mash-up of ponds, lawns, thickets and winding footpaths beloved by picnickers, dope smokers, kissing couples and frolicking children. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Museumplein
             
            The festive green space between the Rijksmuseum, Van Gogh Museum and Stedelijk Museum packs a crowd for winter ice skating and summer lollygagging. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Oosterpark
            
            Political monuments and grey herons dot the sweeping expanse of this park, built for 
                nouveau riche
             
            diamond traders a century ago. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Hortus Botanicus
             
            When Dutch ships sailed afar in the 1600s, the tropical seeds they brought back were grown in this wonderful garden. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Amsterdamse Bos
             
            The Amsterdam Woods sprawls with thick trees and open fields, cut through with cycling and walking paths, rowing ponds and a goat farm. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Westerpark
             
            Abutting a former gasworks-building-turned-edgy-cultural-centre, the west side’s rambling, reedy wilderness has become a hipster hangout. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Frankendael Park
            
            This formal garden with gushing fountain and Greek-god statues sits behind a Louis XIV-style 
            mansion. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Active Endeavours
        

        
            
                Cycling in Amsterdam-Noord 
            It’s surprisingly easy to ride into the countryside and spin by time-warped villages and cow-dotted pastures. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Walking Tours 
            The city has a slew of options for lacing up your shoes and seeing the sights. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Canal Bikes
             
            Explore the city from a different perspective with a pedal around the canals. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Ice Skating 
            Museumplein’s pond turns into Amsterdam’s favourite rink come winter, looking like the top of a wind-up jewellery box. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Sustainable Options
        

        
            
                De Ridammerhoeve 
            Feed the kids (both kinds) at the organic goat farm and cafe in Amsterdamse Bos. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                De Kas 
            Sit in a greenhouse and fork into meals whose components were grown just a few steps away. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Recycled Bicycles
             
            Rent wheels that have been rescued from the trash and refurbished for economical use. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Boerenmarkt 
            This organic farmers market sets up on Saturdays at Noordermarkt, and Nieuwmarkt at the Waag. (
            Click here 
            & Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Roots 
            Ingredients for the rustic dishes come from small Dutch farms, and everything is made from scratch on site (even the condiments). (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Hempworks 
            All the clothing and bags are made with organic fibres, plus there’s an exclusive label of Dutch-made wares. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Architecture
        

        
            
                Rijksmuseum
             
            Pierre Cuypers’ magnificent, iconic design from 1875 harks back to earlier times, with Renaissance ornaments carved in stone around the facade. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                ARCAM
             
            The Amsterdam’s Centre for Architecture is a one-stop shop for architectural exhibits, guidebooks and maps. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                NEMO
             
            Renzo Piano’s green-copper, ship-shaped science museum is a modern classic. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Scheepvaarthuis
             
            This grand 1916 building is the first true Amsterdam School example, encrusted with nautical detailing and stained glass. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Eastern Docklands
             
            If you’re looking for one place to see the cutting edge of Dutch architecture, the Docklands is the place. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Beurs van Berlage
             
            The 1903 financial exchange building is a temple to capitalism, with tile murals and other decor that venerates labour. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Het Schip
             
            A pilgrimage site for design buffs, this 1920 housing project is the pinnacle of Amsterdam School style. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Offbeat Museums
        

        
            
                Kattenkabinet
             
            A creaky old canal house filled with kitty-cat art from the likes of Picasso, Steinlen and Rembrandt. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Houseboat Museum
             
            Get a feel for the compact, watery lifestyle aboard a 23m-long sailing barge. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Tassenmuseum Hendrikje 
            This entire museum is devoted to handbags, from 16th-century pouches to Madonna’s modern arm candy. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Pianola Museum
             
            Bursting with musical keys from the early 1900s, this little place is an extraordinary paean to the player piano. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Electric Lady Land 
            Prepare for a trippy time at the world’s first museum of fluorescent art, glowing with psychedelic rocks, rice and rabbits. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            History Lessons
        

        
            
                Anne Frank Huis
             
            The secret annexe, Anne’s melancholy bedroom and her actual diary are all here, serving as chilling reminders of WWII. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Oude Kerk
             
            The senior citizen of Amsterdam’s structures, now more than 700 years old, with many famous Amsterdamers buried under the floor. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Amsterdam Museum
             
            Intriguing multimedia exhibits take you through the twists and turns of Amsterdam’s convoluted history. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Verzetsmuseum 
            Learn about WWII Dutch Resistance fighters during the German occupation. Learn too about the minority who went along with the Nazis. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Stadsarchief 
            The city’s rich archives offer remarkable displays, like Anne Frank’s stolen bike report from 1942. (
            Click here
            )
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                    For more top Amsterdam spots, see
                
            

            »
                Eating (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Drinking & Nightlife (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Entertainment (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Shopping (
                Click here
                )
            

        

        


  
    
        
            
                Month by Month
            

        

        
            
                Top Events
            

            
                
                    Queen’s Day,
                 
                April

            
                
                    New Year’s Eve,
                 
                December

            
                
                    Museum Night,
                 
                November

            
                
                    Jordaan Festival,
                 
                September

            
                
                    Amsterdam Pride 
                    Festival, 
                August

        

        
            January
        

        
            Yes, it’s cold and dark. Luckily the museum queue was nonexistent, and now you’re in a cosy cafe in front of a fireplace.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Amsterdam International Fashion Week

        
            Amsterdam’s fledgling fashion scene takes flight biannually during Fashion Week (www.amsterdamfashionweek.com), with catwalk, parties, lectures and films around the city. Many events – both free and ticketed – are open to the public. There’s a June festival, too.

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Jumping Amsterdam

        
            This is one of the top equestrian sports events (www.jumpingamsterdam.nl) in Europe; it’s held at the Amsterdam RAI in late January.
        

        
            March
        

        
            If the weather complies, you can get a jump-start on tulip viewing in March, and since the season is still off-peak, you won’t have to fight the crowds to enjoy them.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            5 Days Off

        
            Electronic music festival (www.5daysoff.nl, in Dutch) with dance parties at the Melkweg and 
            Paradiso towards the beginning of the month.

        
            April
        

        
            April is host to Queen’s Day, the show-stopping highlight of Amsterdam’s jam-packed calendar. You should be there.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Queen’s Day (Koninginnedag)

        
            The biggest – and possibly the best – street party (www.koninginnedagamsterdam.nl) in Europe celebrates the birthday of Juliana, mother of Queen Beatrix. Expect plenty of uproarious boozing, live music and merriment, plus a giant free market where everything under the sun is for sale.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            World Press Photo

        
            Stunning, moving, jaw-dropping: just a few words to describe this annual show (www.worldpressphoto.org) of pictures shot by the best photojournalists on the planet. On display at the Oude Kerk from late April to late June.

        
            May
        

        
            Alternating rainy and gorgeous weather and plenty of historic events make post-Queen’s Day May a perfect time to linger in Amsterdam.
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            Art Amsterdam

        
            The Netherland’s largest contemporary art fair (www.artamsterdam.nl) is a four-day international event, held mid-month at the Amsterdam RAI. Over 130 galleries from Europe and abroad attract a 
            sophisticated audience.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            National Windmill Day

        
            On the second Saturday in May, 600 windmills throughout the country unfurl their sails and welcome the public into their innards. Look for windmills flying a blue pennant.
        

        
            June
        

        
            Live music, theatre, and dance take to the outdoors, as well as to the city’s most celebrated spaces.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Holland Festival

        
            For all of June the country’s biggest music, drama and dance extravaganza (www.hollandfestival.nl) practically takes over Amsterdam. Highbrow and pretentious meet lowbrow and silly, with something for everyone.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Vondelpark Open-Air Theatre

        
            A popular Amsterdam tradition (www.openluchttheater.nl, in Dutch) featuring classical music, dance, musical theatre, cabaret and children’s shows in a wonderful park setting. Early June through August.
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            Roots Festival

        
            A week-long extravaganza (www.amsterdamroots.nl) of world music, theatre, dance and film held at the Oosterpark, Paradiso and other key venues in late June. Past artists include Robbie Williams, Kelis and Sheryl Crow.
        

        
            July
        

        
            The days are long, the sun is shining, so who cares if the crowds are flocking to Amsterdam?
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            Over Het IJ Festival

        
            Large-scale theatre, music and fine-arts (www.overhetij.nl) in off-beat venues at the NDSM shipyards in Amsterdam-Noord; for 10 days in early July. Always fresh and exciting.

        
            
                August
            
        

        
            August is a surprisingly pleasant time to visit, with temperatures that are far milder than in many other European cultural capitals.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Amsterdam Pride Festival

        
            The rainbow flag blankets Amsterdam on the first weekend of the month, with oodles of parties and special events (www.amsterdampride.nl). The climax, the Gay Pride Parade, is the world’s only waterborne spectacle of its flesh-baring kind.
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            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Grachtenfestival (Canal Festival)

        
            This music festival (www.grachtenfestival.nl) delights, with classical concerts around the Canal Ring in the second half of August. The Prinsengracht Concert takes place on barges in front of the 
            Hotel Pulitzer.

        
            September
        

        
            September is one of the best months to visit Amsterdam: mild, summer-like weather and fewer crowds.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Jordaan Festival

        
            Music, amateur contests and other festivities (www.jordaanfestival.nl, in Dutch) are held around the Westerkerk and elsewhere in the charming Jordaan district, while hundreds of small boats take to the canals. It’s on the third weekend of September.
        

        
            October
        

        
            While the mild weather may still persist, low-season prices kick in and queues thin out.
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            Amsterdam Dance Event

        
            A club music powwow (www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl), with 700 DJs and more than 80,000 avid dancers attending parties all over the city – all on one long, sweaty weekend late in the month.

        
            November
        

        
            A handful of fun cultural events make up for the possible cold and rain, although November is less cold than you’d expect. You’ll find cheaper off-season rates everywhere.
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            Museum Night

        
            Some 40 museums stay open late (www.n8.nl/english), with live music, DJs and a dizzying array of art-fuelled parties.
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            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            International Documentary Film Festival

        
            Ten days in late November are dedicated to screening fascinating true stories (www.idfa.nl) from all over the world.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Sinterklaas Parade

        
            St Nicholas literally sails into town (www.sintinamsterdam.nl, in Dutch), arriving by boat from Spain in mid- to late November and parading on his white horse to the Dam and Leidseplein.

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Cannabis Cup

        
            Hosted by 
                High Times
             
            magazine, this far-out festival (www.hightimes.com) doles out awards for the nicest grass, biggest reefer and best ‘pot comedian’.

        
            December
        

        
            Holiday magic blankets the city, even if snow does not (although a few recent white Christmases have given the city much to cheer about).
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            Winter Magic Amsterdam

        
            This ahh-inspiring event (www.wintermagicamsterdam.com) features a parade of beautifully decorated, illuminated boats floating down the canals.

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            New Year’s Eve

        
            Features fireworks displays over the Amstel and elsewhere around town (try Nieuwmarkt). The Dutch are absolutely mad about pyrotechnics, making even the most informal celebrations a spark-showering spectacle. Big stages on the Museumplein host live bands and plentiful beer tents for a giant party.
        

        


  
    
        
        
            
                With Kids
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                Breathe easy: you’ve landed in one of Europe’s most kid-friendly cities, with an atmosphere that’s cheerfully accommodating to children. In fact, most areas – except the Red Light District, of course – are fair game for the younger set.
            

        

        
            Outdoor Fun
        

        
            Green spaces, parks, and canals galore add up to plenty of fresh-air fun with the little (and not so little) ones.
        

        
            Parks & Playgrounds
        

        
            A hot favourite with kids of all ages is the vast play space of the Vondelpark (
            Click here
            ): it’s replete with leafy picnic spots and duck ponds, plus cool space age slides at its western end and a playground in the middle of the park. Westerpark (
            Click here
            ) has a great playground with wooden drawbridges, while Sarphatipark (
            Click here
            ) and Oosterpark (
            Click here
            ) should not be overlooked as great open spaces to let the kids run free.
        

        
            Amsterdamse Bos (
            Click here
            ) is a huge, forested area with kayaking, a tree-climbing park and a goat farm full of animals to pet and ice cream to eat.
        

        
            Winter Magic
        

        
            Kids will dig the skating rinks and outdoor merriment at the winter carnivals that spring up in Rembrandtplein and Leidseplein come holiday season. Don’t miss the unique holiday treats, like 
                poffertjes 
            (tiny Dutch pancakes), that the markets serve up from their rustic food stalls.
        

        
            Canal Bike
        

        
            Take to the canals – by bike! – on a unique pedal-powered ride (
            Click here
            ) through the city’s beautiful canals.
        

        
            Artis Royal Zoo
        

        
            The extrovert monkeys, the big cats, the shimmying fish and the planetarium will keep those young eyes shining for hours, while teenagers and adults will love the beautifully landscaped, historical grounds.
        

        
            Sand & Surf
        

        
            BovenNEMO
        

        
            We’ve never seen this concept before, but we’re sold: the most space-age beach in town has got to be BovenNEMO (translation: on top of NEMO), a man-made beach that’s perched on NEMO’s dramatic roof, offering a tremendous city view. Expect olive trees, an ice-cream stand, lawn chairs and even sand. As this is a rooftop beach (read: not on the water) don’t expect to be able to swim. The good news? It’s completely free – no NEMO entrance fee required. Just bring cash for ice cream for the kids (and cocktails for the grown-ups!). Oh, and some sunscreen.
        

        
            City Beaches
        

        
            There are 10 ‘urban beaches’ in Amsterdam. While most cater to adults and emphasise sun and socialising (complete with cocktails and DJs spinning), the most family-friendly is Strand West (Stavangerweg 900), Amsterdam’s newest beach on the IJ. Enjoy the river views, but don’t hope to swim.
        

        
            Scheveningen
        

        
            Want an actual beach, with ocean waves and salt water? Sure, the Netherlands is not really known for its beaches, but the kids won’t be the wiser if you take them to the long sandy coast at Scheveningen (
            Click here
            ), near Den Haag, where plenty of hotels and restaurants cater to families.
        

        
            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

            »
                ‘Child’ is defined as under 18 years. However, at many tourist sites, the cut-off age for receiving free or reduced rates is 12. Some sights may only provide free admittance to children under six.
            

            »
                Most bike rental shops rent bikes with baby or child seats.
            

            »
                The I Amsterdam website (www.iamsterdam.com/en/visiting/spotlight/family-kids) has a good page on visiting with children.

            »
                Many upscale hotels provide babysitting services for a fee.
            

        

        
            Kid Cuisine
        

        
            While Amsterdam’s foodie scene explodes with adventurous and sophisticated offerings, you can still find plenty of simple, tasty meals that are both toddler-tantrum- and adolescent-proof.
        

        
            Pancakes
        

        
            Even picky eaters tend to say a resounding yes to pancakes. Luckily, the city’s full of this kid-pleasing delight. Two of our favourites are Pancakes! (
            Click here
            ) and Pancake Bakery (
            Click here
            ). 

        
            For true pancake aficionadas, 
                De Pannenkoekenboot  
            
                (Pancake Boat; www.pannenkoekenboot.nl, in Dutch; Ms van Riemsdijkweg; adult/child from €19.50/14.50; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                11am-1pm first Sun of every month, 8pm-11pm Sat) 
            is definitely in order. Morning brunch cruises and evening dinner cruises depart from the NDSM-werf in Amsterdam-Noord; take the free 10 minute ferry ride (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9:15am to midnight, every 30 minutes) from Water Square West (behind Centraal Station) to the NDSM-werf.
        

        
            Markets
        

        
            School-age kids love browsing the markets for both familiar and exotic treats. Try the Albert Cuypmarkt for 
                stroopwafel (syrup waffle),
             
            fruit smoothies, outlandishly topped waffles, chocolate, candy and fresh fruit.

        
            Ice Cream
        

        
            Amsterdam’s ice-cream shops tend to be seasonal. Come April or May, look out for them in droves in most high-foot traffic areas. Try the chocolate-dipped waffle cones at Jordino (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Rainy Day Fun
        

        
            It’s prudent to have a rainy day plan in your back pocket. In fact, you might have so much fun that kids will hope the sun doesn’t come back out all day.
        

        
            TunFun
        

        
            Set ’em loose for a romp in this underground, all-round pleasure centre (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Cinema
        

        
            Going to the art-deco Pathé Tuschinskitheater (
            Click here
            ) or the intimate, atmospheric The Movies (
            Click here
            ) is a perfect compromise: the adults get to revel in the historic environs, while the kids get to eat popcorn and watch the latest new release.
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            Indoor Pools
        

        
            More of a recreation pool than an exercise pool, Zuiderbad (
            Click here
            ) is a good place to take the kids swimming on a rainy day. Adults will enjoy the palatial vintage interior.
        

        
            Central Bibliotheek Amsterdam
        

        
            Yep, the good old library (
            Click here
            ). Only in this case, it’s new and stunning, with a whole floor dedicated to children’s activities, including comfy reading lounges and plenty of books in English. Check out the weekly story times (some in English) for the younger set. Teenagers will want to make a beeline towards the computer terminals to post their ‘I’m in the coolest library on earth’ Facebook status update.
        

        
            Kid (& Teen) Friendly Museums
        

        
            While dragging museum-resistant kids through an exhibit on the notoriously sombre paintings of the Dutch Masters might give any parent nightmares, there are plenty of museums that are accessible, educational and fun.
        

        
            NEMO
        

        
            A tailor-made, hands-on science museum (
            Click here
            ) useful for answering all those ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.
        

        
            Tropenmuseum
        

        
            The children’s section devoted to exotic locations at this museum (
            Click here
            ) is a hit in any language.
        

        
            Joods Historisch Museum
        

        
            The kids’ section on Jewish life in Amsterdam at this historical museum (
            Click here
            ) is accessible and fun.
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                Like a Local
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                Get on your bike, head to the nearest 
                    bruin
                 
                    café
                 
                and take a free course in Dutch culture by simply observing what goes on around you. It’s one thing to witness local life and another to actually immerse yourself in it.

        

        
            Neighbourhood Buzz
        

        
            Get Lost in the Jordaan
        

        
            Even locals get lost in the Jordaan, a neighbourhood of seemingly endless little 
                grachten
             
            (canals) and streets that change names every block or two. It’s one of the best ways to discover the carefree magic of this neighbourhood – without a plan, and with plenty of time…and, of course, beer money.

        
            Cafe Hop & Shop De Pijp
        

        
            When the locals are seeking a lazy day of shopping and lunch, they skip the centre and head to De Pijp. It’s bursting with cosy cafes
             
            and unique locally owned boutiques, and don’t forget to hit the Albert Cuypmarkt for the city’s best bargains.
        

        
            Eat Like a Local
        

        
            Hit the Markets
        

        
            Nothing says ‘Amsterdam’ quite like a picnic assembled from cheeses, bread, sausages, fruit and bakery goods bought from one of the city’s street markets. Good places to hunt for fresh produce, locally made cheeses and baked goods are the De Pijp neighbourhood, where the Albert Cuypmarkt reins as Europe’s biggest daily street market, and the Jordaan neighbourhood, home to a Saturday organic farmers market and many tempting specialty food shops.
        

        
            Explore With Your Fork
        

        
            Amsterdam has so many Surinamese and Indonesian restaurants, cafes and takeaway joints, you could eat 
                rijstaffel
            
            (Indonesian banquet) or 
                roti kip 
            every night at a different one for weeks. Want to know what’s good? Follow the locals. The Albert Cuypmarkt area is one of the best places to start your foodie quest.
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            Celebration Days
        

        
            Soak Up Dutch History
        

        
            One of the best ways to experience Amsterdam’s unique history – from the highs of the Golden Age to the tragic years of German occupation – is to join the crowds at one of the city’s many history-oriented celebrations. On Liberation Day, Amsterdammers join together to celebrate the end of German occupation way back in 1945; it’s jubilantly commemorated with speeches, concerts and street parties. The Dam, Vondelpark and Museumplein are often the centre of festivities.
        

        
            Another interesting, if more sombre, local experience is to trek down to the Dam on Remembrance Day, when Queen Beatrix lays a wreath for the victims of WWII at the Nationaal Monument on the Dam. At 8pm sharp, the city solemnly observes two minutes’ silence.
        

        
            Burning of the Christmas Trees
        

        
            It’s a strange Dutch tradition that never fails to make even normally jaded adults positively wide-eyed: the burning of the Christmas trees. Think of it as the pagan version of Sinterklaas – a time when people of all ages take to the streets to create massive bonfires of holiday trees that are past their prime, to usher in the New Year without ‘dead wood,’ so to speak. The event usually takes place about a week after New Year’s. Museumplein is a good spot to check out the madness.
        

        
            Outdoor Rituals
        

        
            Bike Like a Local
        

        
            It takes spending all of five minutes in Amsterdam to realise that locals bike everywhere. Literally everywhere. They bike to the dentist, to work, to the opera and to brunch; they bike in snow, rain, sunshine and fog. So don’t just rent a bike for a quick tour of the Vondelpark – get onto the beaten path by conducting your sightseeing, dining and nightlife activities by bike. Dressing up to bike to dinner and a show, or to drinks and a club, is a typical Dutch pastime that locals shrug off but visitors marvel over. Put on a suit – or a pair of four-inch heels – and pedal away. No matter what you wear or where you’re going, you’ll blend in (and have fun doing it).
        

        
            Another great way to join the locals is on National Cycling Day, which celebrates Holland’s most beloved form of transportation. It’s held in mid- to late May, and includes family cycling trips along special routes.
        

        
            Hang Out in the Neighbours’ Gardens
        

        
            On the third weekend in June, the public has a unique opportunity to view some 30 gardens of private homes and institutions (www.opentuinendagen.nl) along the canals. 

    [image: 25712-197]Locals commuting across the canals
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            Party Like a Local
        

        
            Neighbourhood & Ethnic Festivals
        

        
            Explore the unique character of Amsterdam’s diverse neighbourhoods – each with a different blend of cultures and history – by partying with the locals at a neighbourhood festival. Kwakoe (www.kwakoefestival.com, in Dutch) takes place in Bijlmer Park on weekends in July and early August, and celebrates the city’s prominent Surinamese and African heritage.

        
            Or grab your platinum blonde wig and platform shoes for the raucously fun Hartjesdagen Zeedijk festival (Days of Hearts; www.zeedijk.nl), held on the third weekend of August. Dating back to medieval times, it features street theatre, a transvestite parade and all kinds of costumed extroverts on Zeedijk and Nieuwmarkt.
        

        
            Locals party like it’s Queen’s Day at the Uitmarkt Festival (www.uitmarkt.nl; late August) in the Eastern Docklands.
        

        
            Borrel
        

        
            
                Borrel
            
            in Dutch means, quite simply, ‘drink’ – as in a glass of spirits, traditionally 
                jenever
            
            (Dutch gin). But in social parlance, to be invited to 
                borrel
            
            means to take part in an informal gathering for drinks, conversation and fun – and quite possibly food as well. Any occasion can be a reason for 
                borrel
            
            : a birthday, the end of a work day, a beautiful sunset that invites patio sitting. When you see a group of locals spilling out of a brown cafe onto the street with a glass of beer in hand? That’s 
                borrel
            
            . Grab a beer (or buy someone one) and join the party. The famously tolerant and open Dutch rarely mind an addition to the party.
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                For Free
            

        

        
            
                While many travellers may bemoan the high cost of Amsterdam’s lodging and dining, look on the bright (and cheap) side. Not only is the entire Canal Ring a Unesco Heritage site (read: free living museum), but nearly every day there is something to do that is fabulous and free (or nearly free).
            

        

        
            Be Entertained
        

        
            While high culture in Amsterdam can be expensive, you can laugh, applaud and 
                bravo
             
            your way through town for the price of a beer (or less).

        
            Student Wednesday at Chicago Social Club & Boom Chicago
        

        
            Hope you brought your student ID: on Wednesday, Amsterdam’s comedy queens and kings present improv (in English; 
            Click here
            ), and up to four students can see the show for the price of one (about €6 per person).
        

        
            Sunday Jazz at Badcuyp
        

        
            This funky all-ages event (
            Click here
            ) brings 
            everyone in the neighbourhood out to jam or to listen to jazz. It’s totally free, though it’s customary to buy a drink or two.

        
            Irish Music at Mulligans
        

        
            Our fave Irish bar (
            Click here
            ) in town is known for its no-cover live music. Buy a Guinness for the pleasure of perching at the bar and enjoying everything from traditional Irish music to Scottish ballads to rock and roll.
        

        
            Open Air Theatre
        

        
            The Vondelpark Openluchttheater (
            Click here
            ) brings in some of the city’s most diverse programming, from modern dance to classical music to theatre. Entrance is free (or reserve a seat online for €2.50).
        

        
            Tuesday Jam Sessions at Bimhuis
        

        
            Get jazzy on Tuesday nights at Amsterdam’s most revered jazz venue (
            Click here
            ). Free admission; sessions start at 8pm.
        

        
            Secret Spots
        

        
            Rijksmuseum Gardens
        

        
            Most people (even locals) don’t know that the Renaissance and Baroque Gardens (
            Click here
            ) are free and open to the public during the museum’s renovation. So let your pre-Raphaelite spirit run free as you explore the rose bushes, hedges and statues.
        

        
            Begijnhof
        

        
            Okay, so the Begijnhof (
            Click here
            ), Amsterdam’s most breathtaking courtyard, is hardly a secret. Then why does it still feel so deliciously like one? This garden has a way of instantly transporting visitors to the 14th century: wander the gardens, peek in the medieval church, and drink in the blissful silence. Everyone (except large groups) is welcome here – no matter if you have just an alm (or a euro) to your name.
        

        
            Go Outdoors
        

        
            Queen’s Night & Day
        

        
            One of the best things about Queen’s Day (and night; 
            Click here
            ) is that, in addition to being Europe’s biggest street party, it’s totally free. (Well, you might want to bring some euros for beer and a cheap orange wig.)
        

        
            St Nicolaas Boat Tours
        

        
            Support the St Nicolaas Boat Club (www.amsterdamboatclub.com; Leidseplein 12) – a non-profit group that renovates and preserves historic boats – by taking a free (donations are welcome) 1½-hour boat trip down the city’s storied canals.
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                Museum Top Tips
            

        

        
            
                Amsterdam’s world-class museums draw millions of visitors each year, and queues at the Van Gogh Museum, Rijksmuseum, Anne Frank Huis and Hermitage Amsterdam can be outrageous, particularly in summer. Want to beat the crowds and save money? Here’s how.
            

        

        
            Be an Early Bird
        

        
            You’ve heard it ad nauseam, but it’s true – if you go to the big attractions first thing in the morning, as soon as they open, you’re going to get in quicker (plus the crowds won’t have amassed yet inside, so you’ll have less elbowing to do to get close to exhibits). Better yet, go during evening hours. The Van Gogh Museum is open late on Friday, the Hermitage Amsterdam on Wednesday and the Anne Frank Huis 
            every night in summer.

        
            Take Advantage of E-Tickets
        

        
            Buy your tickets online. Most sights sell e-tickets (you’ll need to be able to print them out) and there’s little to no surcharge. Online ticket holders then get to enter via a separate, faster queue (usually) than everyone else.
        

        
            Try Tourist Offices
        

        
            You can also buy advance tickets at tourist offices (
            Click here
            ), but often the queues there are as lengthy as the ones at the sights.
        

        
            Buy a Discount Card
        

        
            There are three main options. For details on purchasing the cards, 
            Click here
            .
        

        
            Museumkaart
        

        
            The Museum Card (€40) works well if you plan to be in the Netherlands a while. It provides free entry to some 400 museums nationwide for a year. After five or six museums the card will have paid for itself, plus cardholders typically get to jump queues at museums and enter via a special ‘fast lane’.
        

        
            I Amsterdam Card
        

        
            If you are making just one quick trip to Amsterdam, consider the I Amsterdam Card (per 24/48/72 hours €39/49/59). It includes admission to many of the same venues as the Museumkaart, plus a GVB transit pass, a canal cruise and discounts at restaurants and shops. You’ll need to move fast (ie be able to visit three or so museums per day) to make it pay for itself. Note that I Amsterdam Card holders typically do not get fast-track entry to sights.
        

        
            Holland Pass
        

        
            Holland Pass is like the I Amsterdam Card but without the rush for usage; you can visit sights over a prolonged period. It gets a bit tricky to figure out how much money you’re saving because you pick from ‘tiers’ of attractions (the most popular/expensive sights are top-tier). It does provide fast-track entry.
        

        
            Additional Tips
        

        »
            Many hotels sell surcharge-free tickets to the big museums as a service to guests; be sure to ask your front-desk staff.
        

        »
            Weekends tend to be the busiest times, along with Wednesday afternoons when school groups often visit museums.
        

        »
            The most common museum closing day is Monday.
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                By Bike
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                Bicycles are more common than cars in Amsterdam, and to roll like a local you’ll need a two-wheeler. Rent one from the myriad shops in town and the whole city becomes your playground. It is 
                    the
                 
                quintessential thing to do while visiting, and it’s remarkably easy to get moving.

        

        
            Hiring a Bike
        

        
            Many visitors rent a bike towards the end of their stay and wish they had done so sooner. Rental shops are everywhere; most are open from 9am to 6pm (at least). You’ll have to show a passport or European national ID card, and leave a credit card imprint or pay a deposit (usually €50). Prices for basic ‘coaster-brake’ bikes average €12.50 per 24-hour period. Bikes with gears and handbrakes, and especially 
            insurance, cost more.

        
            
                Bike City
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                626 37 21; www.bikecity.nl; Bloemgracht 68-70)
             
            There’s no advertising on the bikes, so you can pretend you’re a local.

        
            
                Black Bikes
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                670 85 31; www.black-bikes.com; Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 146) 
            Another sign-less company, with cargo bikes for toting kids.
        

        
            
                Damstraat Rent-a-Bike
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                625 50 29; www.rentabike.nl; Damstraat 20-22) 
            Has lots of tandem bikes.
        

        
            
                MacBike
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                620 09 85; www.macbike.nl) 
            The most touristy (and the bikes are equipped with big signs that say ‘LOOK OUT!’ to locals), but it has the most locations (Centraal Station, Nieuwe Uilenburgerstraat 116 and Weteringschans 2) and sells great maps.
        

        
            
                Mike’s Bike Tours
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                622 79 70; www.mikesbiketours.com; Kerkstraat 134) 
            Has no signs, for those who want to blend in.

        
            
                Recycled Bicycles
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                06 5468 1429;
                Spuistraat 84a; www.recycledbicycles.org; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                closed Sun)
             
            Rents bikes rebuilt from scrap parts; the price is right at €5 per day.

        
            Bike Tours
        

        
            A bike tour is an exceptional way to get to know Amsterdam. Bike rental is included in prices. There are countless great options, but these are our favourites:
        

        
            
                Orange Bike  
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                528 99 90; www.orangebike.nl; tours €25-33) 
            In addition to traditional city tours, it offers themed options like the Snack Tour, where you sample Dutch 
                bitterballen
            
            (small croquettes) and 
                jenever
            
            (gin); a Beer Bike Tour, where you sample four local brews in time- 
            honoured cafes; and an Eastern Harbour architecture tour. Branches at Geldersekade 37 and Singel 233; reserve in advance.

        
            
                Mike’s Bike Tours  
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                622 79 70; www.mikesbiketours.com; Kerkstraat 134; tours €22)
             
            Fantastic four-hour tours take you around the centre of town and south along the Amstel river, past dairy farms and windmills.

        
            
                Yellow Bike
             
             
                (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                620 69 40; www.yellowbike.nl; Nieuwezijds Kolk 29; 2hr city tours €19.50, 4hr countryside tours €29.50)
             
            Yellow Bike offered the original Amsterdam bike tour, so it’s got it down pat. Choose from city tours or the longer countryside tour through the pretty Waterland district to the north. Tours are less youth-oriented than Mike’s. Reservations recommended.

        
            Road Rules
        

        »
            Helmets are not required. Most Dutch don’t use them, and they don’t come standard with rental.
        

        »
            Use the bicycle lane on the road’s right-hand side; white lines and bike symbols mark the spot.
        

        »
            Cycle in the same direction as traffic, and adhere to all traffic lights and signs.
        

        »
            Make sure you signal when turning by putting out your hand.
        

        »
            Use a white headlight and a red tail light after dark.
        

        »
            Near train and tram stations, on the Dam and in certain public squares, park only in bicycle racks (or risk removal by the police).
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            Cycling Tips
        

        »
            Chain your bike securely. Most bikes come with two locks, one for the front wheel (attach it to the frame) and the other for the back. One lock should also be attached to something stationary (preferably a bike rack).
        

        »
            Be careful not to get your wheels stuck in the tram rails – cross the rails at a steep angle.
        

        »
            It’s polite to give a quick ring of your bell as a warning. If someone’s about to hit you, a good sharp yell is highly effective.
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            Buying a Bike
        

        
            A basic used bicycle (no gears, with coaster brakes, maybe a bit rickety) costs around €80 from bicycle shops or classified ads. New models start at around €200 (on sale). Add another €40 for two good locks.
        

        
            Fietsfabriek (
            Click here
            ) is an awesome, outrageous shop in De Pijp if you’re looking for one-of-a-kind wheels.
        

        
            Cycling Beyond the City
        

        
            Feeling adventurous? You don’t have to pedal far from Amsterdam to reach idyllic, windmill-dotted landscapes. LF routes (
            
                landelijke fietsroutes
            
            , or long-distance routes) criss-cross the country, sort of like bike highways. For instance, you could cycle from Amsterdam to Haarlem on LF20 over a distance of 25km – a very manageable day trip. For maps, look for the widely available Falk/VVV 
                Fietskaart met Knooppuntennetwerk
             
            (cycling network) series, with keys in English.

        
            Resources
        

        »
            For route planning, see www.routecraft.nl, which calculates the best bike paths; for English click on ‘Bikeplanner’ then the British flag. The iPhone app version costs €2.
        

        »
            MacBike has fun city bike maps covering themes such as Rembrandt sites, gay hot spots, Amsterdam Noord’s countryside and more. They cost a euro or two and are available at VVV offices, as well as MacBike shops. The company also distributes a free city map.
        

        »
            If your bike has been stolen, call the police on [image: iconphonegif]
            0900 88 44 or go to www.politie.nl/aangifte and fill out the declaration form.
        

        
            Fun Facts
        

        »
            Total number of bikes in Amsterdam: 555,000
        

        »
            Total number of cars: 220,000
        

        »
            Total number of bike racks: 225,000
        

        »
            Number of spaces at Centraal Station’s bike-parking garage: 2500
        

        »
            Number of bikes stolen in Amsterdam each year: 150,000
        

    

  
    
        
        
            
                Canals
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                Amsterdammers have always known their Canal Ring, built during the Golden Age, is extraordinary. Unesco made it official in 2010, when it dubbed the waterways a World Heritage site. Today more canals flow in Amsterdam than in Venice.
            

        

        
            Names & Layout
        

        
            In Dutch a canal is a 
                gracht
             
            (‘
                khrakht’
            
            ), and the main canals form the central 
                grachtengordel
             
            (canal ring). These beauties came to life in the early 1600s, after Amsterdam’s population grew beyond its medieval walls, and city planners put together an ambitious design for expansion. The concentric waterways they built are the same ones you see today.

        
            Core Canals
        

        
            Starting from the core, the major semicircular canals are the Singel, Herengracht, Keizersgracht and Prinsengracht. An easy way to remember them is that, apart from the singular 
                Singel
             
            (which originally was a moat that defended Amsterdam’s outer limits), these canals are in alphabetical order.

        
            The 
                Herengracht
             
            is where Amsterdam’s wealthiest residents moved once the canals were completed. They named the waterway after the Heeren XVII (17 Gentlemen) of the Dutch East India Company, and built their mansions alongside it.

        
            Almost as swanky was the 
                Keizersgracht
             
            (Emperor’s Canal), a nod to Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I.

        
            The 
                Prinsengracht
             
            – named after William the Silent, Prince of Orange and the first Dutch royal – was designed as a slightly cheaper canal with smaller residences and warehouses. It also acted as a barrier against the crusty working-class quarter beyond, aka the Jordaan. Today the Prinsengracht is the liveliest of Amsterdam’s inner canals, with cafes, shops and houseboats lining the quays.

        
            Radial Canals
        

        
            From west to east, the major radial canals are Brouwersgracht, Leidsegracht and Reguliersgracht, also in alphabetical order. They cut across the core canals like spokes on a bicycle.
        

        
            The 
                Brouwersgracht
             
            (Brewers Canal) is one of Amsterdam’s most beautiful waterways. It takes its name from the many breweries that lined the banks in the 16th and 17th centuries.

        
            The 
                Leidsegracht
             
            was named after the city of Leiden, to which it was the main water route.

        
            Peaceful 
                Reguliersgracht
             
            was named after an order of monks whose monastery was located nearby. It’s pretty, too, and through a quirk of construction you can peer through the arches of at least seven bridges (a fact not lost on canal-boat operators).

        
            Bridges
        

        
            Several striking bridges cross the waterways. The 
                Torensluis
            
            , spanning the Singel, was built in the mid-1600s and is Amsterdam’s oldest bridge. The 
                Blauwbrug
            
            (Blue Bridge) crosses the Amstel river, with fish sculptures and imperial-crowned street lamps dotting the way. And you’ve probably seen the iconic 
                Magere Brug
             
            (Skinny Bridge) in photos. It, too, reaches over the Amstel and twinkles under the glow of 1200 tiny lights.

        
            Houseboats
        

        
            Some 3300 houseboats line Amsterdam’s canals. Living on the water became popular after WWII, when a surplus of old cargo ships helped fill the gap of a housing shortage on land. The Prinsengracht displays a particularly groovy mix. You can climb aboard one and explore the cramped, er, cosy interior at the Houseboat Museum (
            Click here
            ). The Brouwersgracht also has several vessels, including Frederic’s (
            Click here
            ), where you can stay overnight on the water.
        

        
            Boat Tours
        

        
            Sure they’re touristy, but canal tours are also a delightful way to see the city. Several operators depart from moorings at Centraal Station, Damrak, Rokin and opposite the Rijksmuseum. Costs are similar (around €13 per adult). To avoid the steamed-up glass window effect, look for a boat with an open seating area. On a night tour, there’s the bonus of seeing the bridges lit up (though these tours usually cost a few euros more).
        

        
            
                St Nicolaas Boat Club
              
                (www.amsterdamboatclub.com; Leidseplein 12) 
            By far the best boat tour in the city. The open-air, 10-seat boats can manoeuvre into the narrowest canals. Patrons are allowed to smoke dope and drink beer on board, while the captains tell stories about alternative Amsterdam. Rides last 60 to 90 minutes. There is no set fee, just a suggested donation of €10. Departure times vary according to numbers; sign up after noon at the bar at Boom Chicago (Click here
            ).
        

        
            
                Canal Bus
             
             
                (www.canal.nl; day pass adult/child €22/11) 
            Offers a unique hop-on, hop-off service; has 20 docks around the city near the big museums.

        
            
                Blue Boat Company
              
                (www.blueboat.nl; Stadhouderskade 30; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                every 30min 10am-7pm) 
            Blue Boat’s main tour (
            
                a
            
            dult/child €13/7) clocks in at 75 minutes. Evening cruises are offered hourly from 7pm to 9pm from April to September, and at 8pm the rest of the year. The dock is near the Max Euweplein.
        

        
            
                Wetlands Safari
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                686 11 66; www.wetlandssafari.com; per person incl transport & picnic €43; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                9.30am Mon-Fri, 10am Sun)
             
            OK, so it’s not a canal tour, but it is an exceptional 5½-hour boat trip. Participants meet in town and get bussed to just north of the centre, then canoe through boggy, froggy wetlands, and on past windmills and 17th-century villages. Departure is from the VVV tourist office opposite Centraal Station.

        
            Canal Bikes & Motorboats
        

        
            
                Canal Bike  
            
                (www.canal.nl; per hr per person €8; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                10am-6pm Apr-Oct, to 10pm in summer) 
            These pedal boats allow you to splash around the canals at your own speed. Landing stages are by the Rijksmuseum, Leidseplein, Anne Frank Huis, and the corner of Keizersgracht and Leidsestraat. Deposit of €20 required. Affiliated with Canal Bus.
        

        
            
                Canal Motorboats  
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                422 70 07; www.canalmotorboats.com; Zandhoek 10a; per hr €50; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                9am-sunset)
             
            Has small aluminium boats (maximum six passengers) that are easy to drive. Staff give you a map and plenty of advice, and will come and rescue you if need be. Credit card imprint or €150 cash deposit required. Located in the Western Islands, about 2km northwest of Centraal Station.
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                Eating
            

        

        
            
                True, no one sighs over Dutch food the way they do over, say, French fare (mayo-slathered fries after multiple beers notwithstanding). So we’ll just call Amsterdam’s hot global eats, from Indonesian rice tables to mod Moroccan plates to Basque-inspired pintxos, our little secret. Whatever you choose, meals here are something to linger over as the candle burns low on the tabletop.
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            Specialties
        

        
            The Netherlands’ former colonies spice up the local fare. Dutch chefs fly the flag highest at nouvelle cuisine restaurants, and restaurants serving fish.
        

        
            Dutch
        

        
            Traditional Dutch cuisine revolves around meat, potatoes and vegetables. Typical dishes include 
                stamppot
            
            (mashed pot) – 
            potatoes mashed with vegies (usually kale or endive) and served with smoked sausage or strips of pork. 
                Erwtensoep 
            is a thick pea soup with smoked sausage and bacon.

        
            
                Pannenkoeken
             
            translates as ‘pancakes’, although North Americans will be in for a surprise – the Dutch variety is huge and a little stretchy, served one to a plate and topped with sweet or savoury ingredients.

        
            Indonesian
        

        
            The most famous dish is 
                rijsttafel
            
            (Indonesian banquet): a dozen or more tiny dishes such as braised beef, pork satay and ribs served with white rice. Smaller 
                nasi rames
            
            (mixed rice) is similar in concept but is served on one plate. 
                Bami rames
             
            is the same dish but with thick noodles in place of rice.

        
            Indonesian food is usually served mild for Western palates. If you want it 
                pedis
             
            (hot), say so but be prepared for the ride of a lifetime.


        
                    
                        Need to Know
                    

                    
                        Price Ranges
                    

                    
                        In our listings we’ve used the following price ranges to represent the cost of a main dish at dinner:
                    

                
                            € less than €12
                        

                
                         
                        € 12–25

                
                         
                        €€€ more than €25

                    
                        Opening Hours
                    

                    »
                        Most restaurants: 11am-2.30pm for lunch, 6-10pm for dinner.
                    

                    
                        Reservations
                    

                    »
                        It never hurts to phone ahead and make a reservation for eateries in the upper price bracket.
                    

                    
                        Service
                    

                    »
                        If you’re from a ‘service with a smile’ kind of society, service in Amsterdam may be impersonal, off-putting and just plain slow. Don’t take it personally; it’s not directed at you.
                    

                    
                        Tipping
                    

                    »
                        Diners do tip, but modestly. Round up to the next euro, or around 5%; a 10% tip is considered generous. If your bill comes to €9.50, you might leave €10.
                    

                    »
                        If you’re paying by credit card, state the amount you want to pay, including tip, as you hand your payment to your server.
                    

                    
                        Cash Rules
                    

                    »
                        Many restaurants don’t accept credit cards, even top-end places. If they do, some levy a 5% surcharge: check first.
                    

                    
                        Saving Money
                    

                    »
                            Dagschotel
                        
                        is dish of the day; heartier appetites might go for a 
                            dagmenu
                         
                        (a set menu of three or more courses).

                    »
                        Cafe breakfasts tend to be overpriced. Consider hitting a bakery instead.
                    

                    
                        Websites
                    

                    »
                        IENS (www.iens.nl, in Dutch) Everyday eaters give their restaurant opinions.
                    

                


    

        
            Surinamese
        

        
            This Caribbean-style cuisine features curries (chicken, lamb or beef) prominently. 
                Roti
             
            are burrito-like flatbread wraps stuffed with curried meat or veg; they’re delicious, filling and cheap.

        
            Snacks
        

        
            
                Vlaamse frites
             
            The iconic French fries smothered in mayonnaise or myriad other gooey sauces.

        
            
                Kroketten
            
            Croquettes are dough balls with various fillings that are crumbed and deep-fried; the variety called 
                bitterballen
             
            are a popular meat-filled snack served with mustard.

        
            
                Haring
             
            Herring is a Dutch institution, sold at stalls around the city. It’s prepared with salt or pickled but never cooked, and served with diced onion and sometimes sweet-pickle chips.

    
        
            Eating by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                Medieval Centre & Red Light District
             
            (Click here
            ) Name your price: from elegant Dutch to Zeedijk’s Asian restaurants to alley-side sandwich shops.
        

        »
            
                Nieuwmarkt
             
            (Click here
            ) The lively main square brims with locals digging in at outdoor terraces.
        

        »
            
                Western Canal Ring
             
            (Click here
            ) Ridiculously cute cafes and small restaurants surround the Negen Straatjes.
        

        »
            
                Southern Canal Ring
             
            (Click here
            ) Cheap and cheerful around Leidseplein; diverse, quality options on Utrechtsestraat.
        

        »
            
                Jordaan & the West
             
            (Click here
            ) Convivial little spots (including many Italian restaurants) are the Jordaan’s hallmark; scenester-eats dot Westerpark.
        

        »
            
                Vondelpark & Around
             
            (Click here
            ) The streets north of the park are a real find for lovers of world food.
        

        »
            
                Old South
             
            (Click here
            ) A scattering of chichi restaurants feeds the genteel neighbourhood.
        

        »
            
                De Pijp
             
            (Click here
            ) Grazing galore in the Albert Cuypmarket; exotic ethnic places west on Albert Cuypstraat and Ferdinand Bolstraat.
        

        »
            
                Plantage, Eastern Islands & Eastern Docklands
             
            (Click here
            ) Options can be a trek to reach, but are worth it for the dramatic food/location combo.
        

                »
            
                Oosterpark & South Amsterdam
             
            (Click here
            ) Indonesian, Moroccan, Turkish and Surinamese takeaways abound.
        



    
        
            Lonely Planet’s 
            Top Choices

        
            
                Piet de Leeuw
             
            (Click here
            ) Tender steak since the 1940s.
        

        
            
                Eetwinkel Het Magazijn 
            (
            Click here
            ) Gather around the farmhouse table at this magical cafe.
        

        
            
                Tujuh Maret
             
            (Click here
            ) Try an Indonesian rice table.
        

        
            
                Gartine
             
            (Click here
            ) Slow-food-style sandwiches, salads and a dazzling high tea.
        

        
            
                De Kas
             
            (Click here
            ) Dine in the greenhouse where the ingredients for your meal were grown.
        

        
            Best by Budget
        

        
            
                €
            
        

        
            ‘Skek (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Latei (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Winkel (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Small World Catering (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pancakes! (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            €€
        

        
            Balthazar’s Keuken (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pastini (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Touissant (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Stout (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Buffet Van Odette (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            €€€
        

        
            Blauw aan de Wal (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fifteen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Belhamel (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            d’Vijff Vlieghen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bordewijk (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Water Views
        

        
            De Belhamel (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Spanjer en Van Twist (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Odessa (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Van Vlaanderen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best by Cuisine
        

        
            Traditional Dutch
        

        
            La Falote (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Moeders (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Van Dobben (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Haesje Claes (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Contemporary 
            Dutch

        
            Hemelse Modder (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            d’Vijff Vlieghen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Wilde Zwijnen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Greetje (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Indonesian
        

        
            Blue Pepper (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tempo Doeloe (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cilubang (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Kadijk (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Surinamese
        

        
            Roopram Roti (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tokoman (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Albina (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kam Yin (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Turkish, Moroccan & Middle Eastern
        

        
            Paloma Blanca (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Raïnaraï (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mamouche (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bazar Amsterdam (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            French
        

        
            Café Touissant (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Le Zinc…et Les Autres (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Van Vlaanderen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Lastage (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Italian
        

        
            Ponte Arcari (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hostaria (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fa Pekelhaaring (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Toscanini (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Bakeries & Sweets
        

        
            Lanskroon (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Jordino (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bakken Met Passie (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Gebr Niemeijer (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Late Night
        

        
            Maoz (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bojo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Wok to Walk (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Van Dobben (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Foodies
        

        
            Marius (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bordewijk (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fifteen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Japanese Pancake World (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Vegetarian
        

        
            De Waaghals (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Vliegende Schotel (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Peper (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Golden Temple (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Kids
        

        
            Pancake Bakery (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Moeders (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Burgermeester (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Taart van m’n Tante (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            NEL (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Sandwiches
        

        
            Broodje Bert (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Loekie (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Small World Catering (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Rob Wigboldus Vishandel (
            Click here
            )
        

    

  
    [image: category-drinking-lge-png]
        
            
                Drinking & Nightlife
            

        

        
            
                The testosterone-fuelled stag parties of young chaps roaming the Red Light District know exactly what they’re doing here: Amsterdam is one of the wildest nightlife cities in Europe, if not the world. Yet given this city’s reputation as a commune of rabid party animals, Amsterdam remains a cafe society, where the pursuit of pleasure is more about cosiness and charm than decadence or hedonism.
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            Coffeeshop vs Cafe
        

        
            First things first: the most common mistake of any freshly minted expat or first-time visitor to Amsterdam is calling a cafe a coffeeshop. Cafe culture should not be mistaken for coffeeshop (marijuana-smoking cafe) culture, which is one of Amsterdam’s most famous attributes. Remember, there’s a big difference between a cafe – occasionally called a 
                koffiehuis
             
            (esspresso bar) – and a coffeeshop. The latter probably serves coffee but it has a lot to do with cannabis. There are a few cafes that don’t mind if you light up a joint, but this is not the norm – don’t do it before asking the waiter if it’s OK.
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            Where to Drink
        

        
            Cafes
        

        
            When the Dutch say ‘cafe’ they mean a pub, and there are more than 1000 of them in Amsterdam. In a city that values socialising and conversation even more than the art of drinking itself, cafes aren’t just places to drink: they’re places to hang out for literally hours of contemplation or camaraderie. Amsterdam has a variety of glorious cafes that regular customers or a certain type of clientele have considered a ‘second home’ for years, if not generations.
        

        
            Many cafes have outside seating on a 
                terras 
            (terrace), which are glorious in summer, and sometimes covered and heated in winter. These are fetching places to relax and people-watch, soak up the sun, read a paper or write postcards. Most of these cafes serve food as well, ranging from sandwiches and fried snacks like
            traditional Dutch 
                bitterballen
             
            (small, round meat croquettes) to surprisingly excellent full meals.

        
            Of course, Amsterdam will go down in cafe history for its historic 
                bruin cafés
             
            (
                brown cafes
            
            ). The name comes from the smoke stains from centuries of use (although recent aspirants slap on brown paint to catch up). You may find sand on the wooden floor or Persian rugs on the tables to soak up spilled beer. Most importantly, they provide an atmosphere conducive to deep, meaningful conversation –
            and inducing the nirvana of 
                gezelligheid 
            (conviviality, cosiness).
        

        
            Grand cafes are spacious, have comfortable furniture and are, well, just grand. A good tradition in many is an indoor reading table stacked with the day’s papers and news magazines, usually with one or two in English. Another difference: they all have food menus, some quite elaborate. They’re perfect for a lazy brunch or pre-theatre supper.
        

        
            Theatre cafes are often similar to grand cafes, and are normally attached or adjacent to theatres, serving meals before and drinks after performances. Generally they’re good places to catch performers after the show, though they’re lovely any time of day.
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            Drinks
        

        
            Beer
        

        
            In stiff competition with a few of their European cohorts – the Belgians, English, Irish, Czechs and Germans – the Dutch take their beer quite seriously (although they drink less per capita than any of them).
        

        
            Lager beer is the staple, served cool and topped by a two-finger-thick head of froth, supposedly to trap the flavour. Requests of ‘no head please’ will meet with a steely response. (The Dutch have their beer drinking rituals, and any Dutch bartender knows that a proper pour is a foamy one, sealed with a spatula.) 
                Een bier,
             
                een pils 
            or 
                een vaas
            
            will get you a normal glass of beer; 
                een kleintje pils
            
            is a small glass and 
                een fluitje
            
            is a small, thin, Cologne-style glass. Many places also serve 
                een grote pils (
            
            half-litre mugs) to please tourists, but somehow draught lager doesn’t taste the same in a mug and goes flat if you don’t drink quickly.
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            Popular brands include Heineken, Amstel, Grolsch, Oranjeboom, Dommelsch and Bavaria. Tasty and stronger Belgian beers, such as Duvel and Westmalle Triple, are also very popular. 
                Witbier 
            (white beer) is a somewhat murky, crisp and citrusy blonde beer that’s drunk in summer with a slice of lemon. The dark, sweet 
                bokbier 
            comes out in the autumn.
        

        
            Wine & Spirits
        

        
            It’s not all beer here: the Dutch also make the hard stuff. 
                Jenever
            
            (ya-nay-ver; Dutch gin; also spelled 
                genever
            
            ) is made from juniper berries and is drunk chilled from a tiny glass filled to the brim. Most people prefer 
                jonge
            
            (young) 
                jenever
            
            , which is smooth and relatively easy to drink; 
                oude
            
            (old) 
                jenever
            
            has a strong juniper flavour and can be an acquired taste. A common combination, known as a 
                kopstoot 
            (head butt), is a glass of 
                jenever
            
            with a beer chaser – few people can handle more than two or three of these. There are plenty of indigenous liqueurs, including 
                advocaat
             
            (a kind of eggnog) and the herb-based Beerenburg, a Frisian schnapps.

        
            Long overshadowed by other tipples, wine is drunk by more Dutch than ever before, although almost all of the wine is imported from elsewhere in Europe and abroad.
        

        
            Coffee
        

        
            The hot drink of choice is coffee – after all, it was Amsterdam’s merchants who introduced coffee to Europe. It should be strong and can be excellent if it’s freshly made. If you simply order
             
                koffie
            you’ll get a sizeable cup of java with a small, airline-style container of 
                koffiemelk,
            
            similar to unsweetened condensed milk. 
                Koffie verkeerd
             
            (coffee ‘wrong’) comes in a bigger cup or mug with plenty of real milk – it’s similar to a caffe latte.
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            Smoking
        

        
            Marijuana & Hashish
        

        
            Despite what you may have heard, cannabis is not
             
                technically 
            legal in the Netherlands – yet it is widely tolerated. Here’s the deal: the possession and purchase of small amounts (5g) of ‘soft drugs’ (ie marijuana, hashish, space cakes, and mushroom-based truffles) is allowed and users won’t be prosecuted for smoking or carrying this amount. This means that coffeeshops are actually conducting an illegal business – but again, this is tolerated to a certain extent.

        
            Most cannabis products sold in the Netherlands used to be imported, but today the country has high-grade home produce, so-called 
                nederwiet
            
            , developed by horticulturists. It’s also a particularly strong product – some of the most potent variations contain approximately 20% tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the active substance that gets people high. To put it in simpler terms, Dutch weed will literally blow your mind – perhaps to an extent that isn’t altogether pleasant, which is why many regular native smokers have sworn off the native product in favour of marijuana or hashish imported from Morocco or other regions. Newbies to smoking pot and hash should exercise caution; even many regular smokers can’t stomach the home-grown stuff.
        

        
            Space cakes and cookies (baked goods made with hash or marijuana) are sold in a rather low-key fashion, mainly because tourists often have problems with them. If someone is unused to the effects, or the time they can take to kick in and run their course, they could be in for a rather 
            intense (and long-lasting) experience.

        
            The Death of Amsterdam Coffeeshops?
        

        
            To the amazement and alarm of tourists and locals alike, the looming threat of coffeeshop restrictions, bans and outright closures has been the talk of the town since 2008, when the Dutch government announced that it would be closing all coffeeshops within 350m of schools. This news effectively condemned the majority of Amsterdam coffeeshops to their imminent demise.
        

        
            The outlook became even grimmer in June 2011 when the Dutch government proposed a new law that would ban foreigners from cafes that sell cannabis. In legislation initiated by Holland’s far-right political figures, even Dutch residents would have to sign up for a one-year pass to purchase ‘soft drugs’ at a coffeeshop.
        

        
            Yet to the relief of many – and the dismay of others – the top Dutch court declared that such legislation was unlawful. Yet despite this so-called victory for coffeeshop proponents, the future of coffeeshops and the freedom for foreigners to purchase and consume cannabis remains ambivalent: the courts also issued a statement indicating that in the future, restricting tourists and foreigners from entering coffeeshops would not necessarily be considered unconstitutional.
        

        
            It’s a lot to hash out – pardon the pun. Since decriminalising soft drugs in the 1970s, never has the ‘right to smoke’ been so threatened in Amsterdam. In the end, many Amsterdammers swear that as long as the city’s tolerant population and government resist such restrictive proposals, they’ll never happen. The ‘coffeeshop issue’ remains a wait-and-see situation. For now, the coffeeshops are open to anyone aged 18 and above.
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            Smoking & Soft Drugs Dos & Don’ts
        

        »
            If it’s your first coffeeshop experience, do tell the coffeeshop counterperson – they’re usually happy to give first-timers advice on how and what to consume.
        

        »
            Don’t ask for hard (illegal) drugs.
        

        »
            Whether it is grass or hash, and smoked, eaten or inhaled through a vaporiser, most visitors admit it’s much stronger than what they are accustomed to. Ask staff how much to take and heed their advice, even if nothing happens after an hour.
        

        »
            Ask at the bar for the menu of goods on offer, usually packaged in small bags. You can also buy ready-made joints (€3 to €7) in nifty, reusable packaging. Most shops also offer rolling papers, pipes or even bongs to use.
        

        »
            Don’t drink alcohol or smoke tobacco in a coffeeshop – it’s technically illegal.
        

        »
            Herbal ecstasy – usually a mix of herbs, vitamins, and caffeine – is legal in the Netherlands and sold in smart shops. Ask the smart shop employees what they recommend, as some varieties can have unpleasant speed-like side effects.
        

        »
            Psilocybin mushrooms (aka ‘magic mushrooms’) are now illegal in the Netherlands, but many smart shops sell mushroom truffles, which have a similar effect.
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            The Art of Being Gezellig
        

        
            This particularly Dutch quality, which is most widely found in old brown cafes, is one of the best reasons to visit Amsterdam. It’s variously translated as snug, friendly, cosy, informal, companionable and convivial, but 
                gezelligheid
            
            – the state of being 
                gezellig
             
            – is something more easily experienced than defined. There’s a sense of time stopping, an intimacy of the here and now that leaves all your troubles behind, at least until tomorrow. You can get that warm and fuzzy feeling in many places and situations, often while nursing a brew with friends. And nearly any cosy establishment lit by candles probably qualifies.

        [image: 25712-119]De Drie Fleschjes (Click here)
WILL SALTER / LONELY PLANET IMAGES 


    
        
            Drinking & Nightlife by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                Medieval Centre & Red Light District
             
            (Click here
            ) The prime neighbourhood for 17th-century 
                jenever
             
            tasting rooms, plus brown cafes and grand cafes galore.

        »
            
                Nieuwmarkt
             
            (Click here
            ) Ringed with cafes and terraces, Nieuwmarkt square is a local favourite for downing a beverage.
        

        »
            
                Western Canal Ring
             
            (Click here
            ) Full of grand places to tipple, from hotel bars to historic brown cafes.
        

        »
            
                Southern Canal Ring
             
            (Click here
            ) Where club kids, backpackers and well-heeled tourists somehow happily coexist with a flamboyantly fabulous gay scene.
        

        »
            
                Jordaan & the West
             
            (Click here
            ) The most convivial place to booze on Queen’s Day 
            also boasts the cosiest local drinking scene year-round.

        »
            
                Vondelpark & Around
             
            (Click here
            ) One of the more serene nightlife scenes is also home to some interesting choices: sip beers in a thatched hut or at a temple to Belgian beer.
        

        »
            
                De Pijp
             
            (Click here
            ) Young, hip, ethnic and edgy, all in the glow of the old Heineken factory.
        

        »
            
                Plantage, Eastern Docklands & Eastern Islands
             
            (Click here
            ) With student bars and elegant old watering holes in the Plantage, and hot up-and-coming waterfront bars in the Eastern Docklands and Eastern Islands.
        

        »
            
                Oosterpark
             
            (Click here
            ) Take your pick: waterfront cafes along the Amstel river or urban-cool bars in old newspaper warehouses.
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                Need to Know
            

            
                Opening Hours
            

            »
                Cafes serving breakfast tend to open around 9am or 10am, while others – notably the cosy brown cafes – are late risers, opening around noon. Bars tend to open between 5pm and 6pm. Closing time at all drinking and smoking establishments tends to be late – between midnight and 2am (as late as 3am at weekends).
            

            »
                Most nightclubs close at 2am or 3am Sunday to Thursday and at 4am or 5am on Friday and Saturday. Most places are dead until after midnight on weeknights, or until 1am or 2am on weekends. Looking for an after-party? Keep an eye out for flyers at record shops and clubwear stores. Otherwise, head to an after-hours 
                    nachtcafe (night cafe)
                
                .
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            Lonely Planet’s 
            Top Choices

        
            
                Café Schiller
             
            (Click here
            ) Relive the 1920s with the avant-garde crowd in this sublime art deco theatre cafe.
        

        
            
                Café ‘t Smalle
             
            (Click here
            ) The city’s most intimate canalside drinking: you can’t get closer to the water without jumping in. Stunning historic interior, too.
        

        
            
                Cafe Belgique
             
            (Click here
            ) Belgium’s best brews flow from the glinting brass taps.
        

        
            
                Proeflokaal Wynand Fockink
             
            (Click here
            ) A 1679 tasting house pouring glorious 
                jenevers
             
            for the dedicated tippler.

        
            
                Luxembourg
             
            (Click here
            ) The quintessential European sidewalk cafe to read the newspaper by morning or drink a nightcap alongside an eclectic clientele by night.
        

        
            
                Westergasterras
             
            (Click here
            ) A lovely patio and a cosy fireplace draw a fun local crowd to this atmospheric former gasworks.
        

        
            Best Brown Cafes
        

        
            Hoppe (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Pieper (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Berkhout (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Sluyswacht (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Oosterling (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Cafes
        

        
            Café Tabac (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kingfisher (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Het Molenpad (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Golden Brown Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Huyschkaemer (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            KHL (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Coffeeshops
        

        
            Dampkring (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Abraxas (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Greenhouse (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            La Tertulia (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Katsu (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Designer Bars
        

        
            Weber (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Finch (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Canvas Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bo Cinq (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kamer 401 (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bar Barbou (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Cocktail Bars
        

        
            Vesper Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            N’Joy Cocktail Cafe (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Odeon (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Jet Lounge (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Clubs
        

        
            Trouw (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Sugar Factory (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bitterzoet (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Club Air (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Pakhuis Wilhelmina (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Coffee & Tea Houses
        

        
            Two for Joy (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Koffie Salon (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Il Tramezzino (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Patisserie Pompadour (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Koffiehuis ‘De Hoek’ (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Grand Cafes
        

        
            De Kroon (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Dante (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café de Jaren (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Restaurant Van Puffelen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Americain (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Theatre Cafes
        

        
            Café Vertigo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Stanislavski (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Grand Café De La Mar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Balie (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            The Movies cafe (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Felix Meritis Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Beer Cafes
        

        
            Gollem’s Proeflokaal (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            ‘t Arendsnest (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café de Spuyt (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Brouwerij ’t IJ (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Outdoor Terraces
        

        
            Westergasterras (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            ‘t Blauwe Theehuis (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Binnen Buiten (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Crea Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café-Restaurant Dantzig (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            NEL (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Local Scenes
        

        
            De Tuin (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Brecht (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Twee Zwaantjes (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            In ‘t Aepjen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café de Wetering (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            De Ysbreeker (
            Click here
            )
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GLOSSARY

bibliotheek - library

bier - beer

biertje- glass of beer
bitterballen - small, round
meat croquettes

broodje - bread roll (with filling)

bruin café - brown cafe;
traditional Dutch pub

cafe - pub, bar; also known
as kroeg

coffeeshop (also spelt koffie-
shop in Dutch) - cafe author-
ised to sell cannabis

CS - Centraal Station
dagmenu - set menu

dagschotel - daily special in
restaurants

drop - salted or sweet liquorice
dwarsstraat - street connect-
ing two (former) canals
eetcafé - cafe serving meals

fiets - bicycle
frites - French fries
gezellig - convivial, cosy

gezelligheid - conviviality/
cosiness

gracht - canal
Grachtengordel - Canal Ring

GVB - Gemeentevervoerbedrijf;

Amsterdam municipal trans-
port authority

GWK - Grenswisselkantoor;
official currency exchanges
hof - courtyard

hofje - almshouse or series of
buildings around a small court-
yard, such as the Begijnhof

jenever — Dutch gin; also
spelled genever

kaas - cheese
kade - quay
kerk - church

koffiehuis - coffee house
(distinct from a coffeeshop)

koninklijk - royal
kroketten - croquettes

markt - town square, market
NS - Nederlandse Spoorwe-

i gen; national railway company

V-chipkaart - fare card for
utch public transit
annenkoeken - pancakes

leis - palace

ein - square

roeflokaal - tasting house
andstad - literally ‘rim city’;
he urban agglomeration
cluding Amsterdam, Utrecht,
otterdam and Den Haag
tadhuis - town hall

tamppot — mashed pot with
otatoes, another vegetable,
acon bits and smoked sausage

tedelijk - civic, municipal
traat - street

trand - beach

troopwafel - syrup waffle
foren — tower

VVV - tourist office

/aag - old weigh house

e Wallen - Red Light District
aal - hall
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