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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                CURRENCY
            

            »
                Euro (€)
            

            
                LANGUAGE
            

            »
                Italian
            

            
                MONEY
            

            »
                ATMs at every airport, most train stations and widely available in towns and cities. Credit cards accepted in most hotels and restaurants.
            

            
                VISAS
            

            »
                Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days (or at all for EU nationals); some nationalities need a Schengen visa.
            

            
                MOBILE PHONES
            

            »
                European and Australian phones work; other phones should be set to roaming. Use a local SIM card for cheaper rates on local calls.
            

            
                DRIVING
            

            »
                Drive on the right; the steering wheel is on the left side of the car. Be aware that headlights are legally required on all motorways (even during the day).
            

        

      

       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET LESS THAN 
                    €100
                
            

            »
                Dorm bed: €15–25
            

            »
                Double room in a budget hotel: €50–100
            

            »
                Pizza or pasta: €8–12
            

            »
                Excellent markets and delis for 
                self-catering

            
                MIDRANGE
                 
                    €100–200
            

            »
                Double room in a hotel: €80–180
            

            »
                Lunch and dinner in local restaurants: €25–45
            

            
                TOP END OVER 
                    €200
                
            

            »
                Double room in a four- or five-star hotel: €200–450
            

            »
                Top restaurant dinner: €50–150
            

        

       

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: 00-climate-ita10]

            
                
                    HIGH SEASON 
                
                    (JUL–AUG)
                
            

            »
                Queues at big sights and on the road, especially in August.
            

            »
                Prices rocket for Christmas, New Year and Easter.
            

            »
                Late December to March is high season in the Alps and Dolomites.
            

            
                
                    SHOULDER
                 
                    (APR–JUN & SEP–OCT)
                
            

            »
                Good deals on accommodation, especially in the south.
            

            »
                Spring is best for festivals, flowers and local produce.
            

            »
                Autumn provides warm weather and the grape harvest.
            

            
                
                    LOW SEASON
                 
                    (NOV–MAR)
                
            

            »
                Prices at their lowest – up to 30% less than in high season.
            

            »
                Many sights and hotels closed in coastal and mountainous areas.
            

            »
                A good period for cultural events in large cities.
            

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/italy) Destination information, hotel bookings, travellers forum and more.

            »
                
                    Trenitalia
                 
                (www.trenitalia.com) Italian railways website.

            »
                
                    Agriturismi
                 
                (www.agriturismi.it) Guide to farm accommodation.

            »
                
                    Slow Food
                 
                (www.slowfood.com) For the best local producers, restaurants and markets.

            »
                
                    Enit Italia
                
                (www.italiantourism.com) 
                Official Italian-government tourism website.

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Australia
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    A$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.72
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.71
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    ¥100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.98
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        NZ
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.57
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Switzerland
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Sfr1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.82
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        UK
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    UK£1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1.16
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        US
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €0.75
                                

                            

                            			


            
                For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            
                To dial listings in this book from outside Italy, dial your international access code (00), Italy’s country code (39) then the number (including the ‘0’).
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Italy’s country code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +39
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        International access code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +00
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Ambulance
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +118
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Police
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +113 

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Fire
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    +115 

                            
			


        

       

      
            
                Arriving in Italy
            

            »
                
                    Fiumicino airport
                
            

            
                Trains & Buses: every 30 minutes, 6am to 11pm
            

            
                Night Bus: hourly, 12.30am to 5am
            

            
                Taxis: €40 set fare; 

            
                45 minutes
            

            »
                
                    Malpensa airport
                
            

            
                Malpensa Express & Shuttle: every 30 minutes, 5am to 10.30pm
            

            
                Night Bus: limited services, 11pm to 5am
            

            
                Taxi : €79 set fare; 50 minutes
            

            »
                
                    Capodichino airport
                
            

            
                Airport Shuttle: every 20 minutes, 6.30am to 11.40pm
            

            
                Taxi: €19 set fare; 30 minutes
            

        

      
        
            
                In Italy to Shop!
            

            
                Ever wondered how every Italian seems to own a stash of fine merino wool Prada knitwear, a Ferragamo bag and a whole host of designer footwear and eyewear? How do they afford it?
            

            
                What you lack, but what every style-conscious Italian knows, is exactly when and where to shop for bargains. Time your trip right and pick up designer fashion for a snip of the usual price at the annual sales 
                    (
                
                
                    saldi
                
                
                    )
                 
                in January and July. Discounts start at 30% and increase to 50% as the sale goes on, but get there early if you don’t want to be left with the oversized, ill-fitting, odd-coloured items that have been rejected by the rest of the shopping fraternity. At other times of the year score at the big city flea markets or head for the discount outlets in Lombardy and Piedmont.
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                Florence & Tuscany
            

            
                
                    POP 1.03 MILLION
                
            


     Includes »

     Florence

     Pisa

     Lucca

     Livorno

     Isola d’Elba

     Siena

     Chianti

     Val d’Elsa

     Val d’Orcia & Val di Chiana

     Massa Marittima

     Parco Regionale della Maremma

     Arezzo

     Sansepolcro

     Cortona



        

      
            
                Why Go?
            

            Laden with grand-slam sights and experiences, Tuscany (Toscana in Italian) offers the perfect introduction to Italy’s famed
                    dolce vita
                
                . Despite incessant praise, its beauty and charm defy description. It has extraordinary art and architecture; vibrant festivals; a seasonal cuisine emulated the world over; and never-ending, picture-perfect landscapes of olive groves, vineyards and poplars. There are few places in the world where food, fashion, art and nature intermingle so effortlessly and to such magnificent effect.
            

            Then there is that over-abundance of things to do and see: visit a World Heritage Site in the morning, drive through a national park in the afternoon and bunk down in stylish vineyard accommodation at night. Medieval sculptures, Renaissance paintings and Gothic cathedrals? Check. Spectacular trekking and sensational Slow Food? Yep. Hills laden with vines, ancient olive groves…what more could one possibly desire?

        

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: ita10-florence-crm-cc]

            
                
                    May-Jun
                
                 
                Spring, strewn with wildflowers, begs outdoor action be it walking, cycling or horse riding.
            

            
                
                    Jul
                 
                It’s not as mad-busy as August (avoid) and its music festivals are magnificent.

            
                
                    Sep & Oct
                 
                Grapes and olives are harvested, porcini mushrooms and chestnuts fill forests.

        

      
            
                Best Places to Eat
            

            »
                II Santo Bevitore (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                L’Osteria di Giovanni (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Filippo (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Osteria di Passignano (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Enoteca I Terzi (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                Best Places to Stay
            

            »
                Hotel L’Orologio (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Barbialla Nuova (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Tenuta La Chiusa (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Campo Regio Relais (
                Click here
                )
            

            
        

      
            
                The Tuscan Table
            

            ‘To cook like your mother is good; to cook like your grandmother is better’, says the Tuscan proverb. And indeed, it is age-old recipes passed between generations that form the backbone of Tuscan cuisine today. Originally cooked up over an open wood fire in
                    la cucina contadina 
                (the farmer’s kitchen), it is essentially a peasant fare built around beans, bread and other cheap, abundant essentials. The basic premise of Tuscany’s so-called 
                    mangiafagioli 
                (bean eaters): don’t waste a crumb. Fresh local seasonal produce is key, fussy execution eschewed, and the result – a stunning feast of gastronomic experiences. Be it by sinking your teeth into a brilliantly blue 
                    bistecca alla fiorentina 
                (T-bone steak), sampling wafer-thin pig fat marinated in marble vats near Carrara, savouring flavoursome fish stew in Livorno or hunting white truffles in San Miniato, Tuscany is foodie paradise.
            

        

      
        
            
                LESS-TRODDEN ROADS
            

            
                Few regions in Italy have so many big hitters as Tuscany – which means crowds. Yet even in top-drawer destinations like Florence, Pisa and Siena, with savvy planning it is still possible to get away from it all along a less-trodden road. In Florence enjoy extraordinary art in lesser-known museums like 
                    Museo del Bargello
                
                (early Michelangelos), 
                    Museo di San Marco
                
                (superb frescoes) and 
                    Chiesa di Orsanmichele
                
                (medieval statuary) or hidden treasures such as Michelangelo’s curvaceous staircase and vestibule in the 
                    Biblioteca Laurenziana Medicea
                
                . In Pisa save the Leaning Tower for sunset when the coach loads have gone for the day and indulge in peaceful meanderings along the Arno river, over its bridges and through Pisa’s medieval heart – or trade the over-touristed town for unknown 
                    Pietrasanta
                
                with its outstanding contemporary art and dining. Wedged between Siena and the coast, hilltop town 
                    Massa Marittima
                
                is a particular less-tourist-trodden fave, while in busy San Gimignano, a 
                    guided nature walk
                
                in the hills is just the ticket – or what about a peaceful walk to 
                    Abbazia di Sant’Antimo
                 
                near Montalcino?

        

      

      
            
                Top Five Wine Tastings
            

            »
                Vernaccia in San Gimignano (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Brunello in Montalcino (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Chianti in guess where (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Vino Nobile in Montepulciano (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Vin Santo in the company of 
                    cantuccini
                 
                (crunchy, almond-studded biscuits), anywhere in the region

        

      
        
            
                CYCLING TUSCANY
            

            
                Italy‘s most eminently cycle-able region is not only for pros. Guided tours in Florence (
                Click here
                ) are big, or consider a two-wheeler foray fuelled only by wine around Chianti (
                Click here
                ).
            

        

      

      
            
                Blogs to Excite
            

            »
                Emiko Davies: www.emikodavies.com
            

            »
                Tuscan Traveler: http://tuscantraveler.com
            

            
                Advance Planning
            

            »
                Book tickets/accommodation for Siena’s Palio (
                Click here
                ) one year in advance!
            

            »
                Buy tickets for the Uffizi and Leaning Tower 15 days in advance and earlier for the Vasari Corridor (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Tuscany’s key music festivals – Maggio Musicale Fiorentino (
                Click here
                ) and Settimana Musicale Senese and Estate Musicale Chigiana (
                Click here
                ) – need advance planning; snag tickets early or miss out.
            

            »
                Work out which Florence museum pass suits you best (
                Click here
                ) and purchase online.
            

            
                Resources
            

            »
                Regione Toscana (www.turismo.intoscana.it)
            

            »
                The Florentine (www.theflorentine.com)
            

            »
                Florence Museums (www.firenzemusei.it)
            

        

      
            [image: 18-florence-tuscany-ita10]

        

      
        
          
                Florence & Tuscany Highlights
            

          
                [image: bullet-1] Discover Renaissance treasures in Florence’s 
                    Uffizi Gallery
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-2] Follow in the footsteps of the Medicis along Florence’s mysterious 
                    Vasari Corridor
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-3] Pedal and picnic atop Lucca’s lovely Renaissance 
                    city walls
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-4] Fall in love with medieval Pisa; scale its iconic 
                    Leaning Tower 
                (
                Click here
                ) at sunset
            

          
                [image: bullet-5] Flee the crowds: watch spaghetti being handmade, cook Tuscan and hunt white truffles (
                Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-6] Sleep between groves and seashore on the island of Elba’s oldest 
                    wine estate
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-7]Explore the world-famous wine region of 
                    Chianti
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-8] Gorge on Gothic architecture in 
                    Siena
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-9] Hear Gregorian chants in 
                    Abbazia di Sant’Antimo
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

          
                [image: bullet-a] Play cowboy for the day in the 
                    Parco Regionale della Maremma
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

        

      

      
            FLORENCE
        


      
            POP 368,900
        

      Return time and again and you still won’t see it all. Stand on a bridge over the Arno several times in a day and the light, mood and view will always vary. Surprisingly small as it is, this city is like no other. Cradle of the Renaissance and home of Machiavelli, Michelangelo and the Medici, Florence (Firenze) is magnetic, romantic, unrivalled and – above all – busy. Its historic streets teem with tourists, who flock year-round to feast on the city’s world-class art and extraordinary architecture.

      Yet there’s more to this intensely absorbing place than priceless masterpieces. Towers and palaces evoke a thousand tales of its medieval past; designer boutiques and artisan workshops stud its streets; there’s a buzzing cafe and bar scene; and – when the summer heat simply gets too stifling – vine-laden hills and terrace restaurants are only a short drive away.

      
            
            History
        

      Controversy continues over who founded Florence. The most commonly accepted story tells us that Emperor Julius Caesar founded Florentia around 59 BC. Archaeological evidence suggests the presence of an earlier village founded by the Etruscans of Fiesole around 200 BC.

      In the 12th century Florence became a free
                comune
            
            (town council), ruled by 12 
                priori
            
            (consuls) assisted by the Consiglio di Cento (CouncII of One Hundred), drawn mainly from the merchant class. Agitation among differing factions led to the appointment of a foreign governing 
                podestà 
            (magistrate)
             
            in 1207.
        

      The first conflicts between two of the factions, the pro-papal Guelphs (Guelfi) and the pro-imperial Ghibellines (Ghibellini), started in the mid-13th century, with power passing between the two groups for almost a century.

      In the 1290s the Guelphs split into two: the Neri (Blacks) and Bianchi (Whites). When the Bianchi were defeated, Dante was among those driven into exile in 1302. As the nobility lost ground the Guelph merchant class took control, but trouble was never far away. The plague of 1348 halved the city’s population and the government was rocked by agitation from the lower classes.

      In the 14th century Florence was ruled by a caucus of Guelphs under the leadership of the Albizi family. Among the families opposing them were the Medici, who substantially increased their clout when they became the papal bankers.

      Cosimo II Vecchio (the Elder, also known simply as Cosimo de’ Medici) emerged as head of the opposition to the Albizi in the 15th century and became Florence’s ruler. His eye for talent saw a constellation of artists such as Alberti, Brunelleschi, Lorenzo Ghiberti, Donatello, Fra’ Angelico and Fra’ Filippo Lippi flourish.

      The rule of Lorenzo II Magnifico (1469–92), Cosimo’s grandson, ushered in the most glorious period of Florentine civilisation and of the Italian Renaissance. His court fostered a flowering of art, music and poetry, turning Florence into Italy’s cultural capital. Not long before Lorenzo’s death, the Medici bank failed and the family was driven out of Florence. The city fell under the control of Savonarola, a Dominican monk who led a puritanical republic, burning the city’s wealth on his ‘bonfire of vanities’. But his lure was short-lived and after falling from favour he was tried as a heretic and executed in 1498.

      After the Spanish defeated Florence in 1512, Emperor Charles V married his daughter to Lorenzo’s great-grandson Alessandro de’ Medici, whom he made duke of Florence in 1530. Seven years later Cosimo I, one of the last truly capable Medici rulers, took charge, becoming grand duke of Tuscany after Siena fell to Florence in 1569 and ushering in more than 150 years of Medici domination of Tuscany.

      In 1737 the grand duchy of Tuscany passed to the French House of Lorraine, which retained control, apart from a brief interruption under Napoleon, untII it was incorporated into the Kingdom of Italy in 1860. Florence briefly became the national capital but Rome assumed the mantle permanently in 1870.

      The city was severely damaged during WWII, ravaged by floods in 1966, and in 1993 the Mafia exploded a massive car bomb, destroying a part of the Uffizi Gallery. The current renovation and expansion of the gallery, official end date not yet known, is the biggest (and longest) ever.

      
        
            
                FLORENCE IN…
            

            
                Two Days
            

            
                Start with a coffee on Piazza della Repubblica before hitting the 
                    Uffizi Gallery
                
                . After lunch, head to 
                    Piazza del Duomo
                
                to visit the 
                    cathedral
                
                , 
                    baptistry
                
                and 
                    Museo dell’Opera del Duomo
                
                . After this, you’ll deserve an 
                    aperitivo
                
                and dinner. Next morning, follow the walk outlined in the Duomo to Palazzo Strozzi section, then head to San Marco to visit the 
                    Galleria dell’Accademia
                
                and 
                    Museo di San Marco
                
                . For 
                    aperitivo
                
                and dinner, venture across the Arno to the Oltrarno, stopping en route to admire the sunset from the 
                    Ponte Vecchio
                
                , and later 
                    Piazzale Michelangelo
                
                .
            

            
                Four Days
            

            
                On day three, explore 
                    Palazzo Pitti
                
                , the 
                    Giardino di Boboli
                
                and the 
                    Giardino di Bardini
                
                . Alternatively, visit the city’s major basilicas – 
                    San Lorenzo
                
                , 
                    Santa Croce
                
                and 
                    Santa Maria Novella
                
                . For dinner, enjoy good food and entertainment at 
                    Teatro del Sale
                
                . On day four, take a guided tour of 
                    Palazzo Vecchio
                
                in the morning and explore the city’s specialist 
                    shops
                 
                in the afternoon.

            
                One Week
            

            
                With three extra days, you’ll be able to fit in gems such as 
                    Cappella Brancacci
                
                , 
                    Cappella di Benozzo
                
                at 
                    Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
                
                and the 
                    Museo del Bargello
                
                . Or take a day trip to 
                    Fiesole
                
                .
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            Sights
        

      Florence’s big-hit sights lie in the geographic, historic and cultural heart of the city – the tight grid of streets between Piazza del Duomo and cafe-strung Piazza della Signoria.

            
            [image: 18-florence-ita10]

            
        

      
            PIAZZA DEL DUOMO
        


      
            
            
            
            Duomo 
                CATHEDRAL
            
        


      Offline map

            
                (
                        
            Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore or St Mary of the Flower; www.duomofirenze.it; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Wed & Fri, to 3.30pm Thu, to 4.45pm Sat, to 3.30pm 1st Sat of month, 1.30-4.45pm Sun, mass in English 5pm Sat)
             
            The city’s most iconic landmark with its famous red-tiled dome, graceful bell tower and breathtaking pink, white and green marble facade has wow factor in spades. Begun in 1296 by Sienese architect Arnolfo di Cambio, the cathedral took almost 150 years to complete. Its neo-Gothic facade was designed in the 19th century by architect Emilio de Fabris to replace the uncompleted original, torn down in the 16th century.

      After the visually tumultuous facade, the sparse decoration of the cathedral’s vast interior, 155m long and 90m wide, is surprising. Scaling the 463 steep stone steps up to the
                dome
             
                (admission €8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 5.40pm Sat)
             
            is a must. No supporting frame was used in its construction – it’s actually two concentric domes built from red brick to designs by Filippo Brunelleschi. The climb rewards you with an unforgettable 360-degree panorama of one of Europe’s most beautiful cities.

      Equally physical is the 414-step climb up the neighbouring 82m-high
                campanile
            Offline map 
                (adult/child €6/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-7.30pm daily)
            
            .
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    Around the Duomo (Florence)

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Duomo
        F3
      

      
        Palazzo Vecchio
        F6
      

      
        Ponte Vecchio
        D7
      

      Uffizi Gallery (Galleria degli Uffizi)E7

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Basilica di San Lorenzo
        D1
      

      
        2
        Basilica di Santa Maria Novella
        A1
      

      
        3
        Battistero
        E3
      

      
        4
        Biblioteca Laurenziana Medicea
        D1
      

      
        5
        Campanile
        E3
      

      
        6
        Cappelle Medicee
        D1
      

      
        7
        Chiesa della Santa Trìnita
        B5
      

      8Chiesa e Museo di OrsanmicheleE5

      
        9
        Fontana di Nettuno
        E6
      

      
        
        II Porcellino
        (see 11)
      

      10Loggia dei LanziE6

      
        11
        Mercato Nuovo
        D5
      

      
        12
        Museo del Bargello
        G5
      

      13Museo dell'Opera di Santa Maria del FioreF2

      14Museo di Palazzo DavanzatiD5

      
        15
        Museo di Santa Maria Novella
        A2
      

      
        16
        Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
        E1
      

      
        17
        Palazzo Strozzi
        C4
      

      18Reproduction of DavidE6

      19Statue of Cosimo IE6

      20Uffizi & Firenze Musei Ticket OfficeE7

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      21500 Touring ClubF6

      
        22
        ArtViva
        C5
      

      
        23
        CAF Tours
        B1
      

      
        24
        Florence Town
        E5
      

      
        
        Food & Wine Academy
        (see 24)
      

      
        
        I Bike Florence
        (see 24)
      

      
        25
        La Cucina del Garga
        A4
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      26Academy HostelF2

      
        27
        Hotel Cestelli
        C6
      

      
        28
        Hotel Dalí
        H3
      

      
        
        Hotel Davanzati
        (see 14)
      

      29Hotel L'OrologioB2

      
        30
        Hotel Orchidea
        H4
      

      
        31
        Hotel Perseo
        D2
      

      
        32
        Hotel Rosso 23
        B2
      

      33Hotel ScotiB5

      
        34
        Hotel Torre Guelfa
        C6
      

      
        35
        Palazzo Vecchietti
        C4
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        36
        Caffè Italiano Sud
        H5
      

      37Cantinetta dei VerrazzanoE5

      
        38
        Coquinarius
        F3
      

      
        39
        Da Vinattieri
        F4
      

      
        40
        Francesco Vini
        H6
      

      
        41
        Gelateria dei Neri
        G7
      

      
        42
        Grom
        E3
      

      
        43
        I Due Fratellini
        E5
      

      
        44
        II Latini
        A4
      

      45InoE7

      
        46
        L’Antico Trippaio
        F4
      

      
        47
        La Canova di Gustavino
        F5
      

      48L'Osteria di GiovanniA4

      49MarianoB5

      50Mercato Nuovo Tripe CartD5

      51ObikàC4

      
        52
        OII Shoppe
        H3
      

      53Osteria del Caffè ItalianoH5

      
        
        Pizzeria del’ Osteria del Caffè Italiano
        (see 53)
      

      
        54
        Vivoli
        H5
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        55
        Caffè Giacosa
        B4
      

      
        56
        Caffè Gilli
        D4
      

      
        57
        Caffè Rivoire
        E6
      

      
        58
        Colle Bereto
        C4
      

      
        59
        Fiaschetteria Nuvoli
        D3
      

      
        60
        Lochness Lounge
        H7
      

      
        
        Moyo
        (see 60)
      

      61Old StoveE3

      62Sky Lounge ContinentaleD6

      
        63
        Slowly
        C5
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        64
        Be Bop Music Club
        G1
      

      
        65
        Full Up
        G5
      

      
        66
        YAB
        C5
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        67
        Mercato de San Lorenzo
        D1
      

      
        
        Mercato Nuovo
        (see 11)
      

      68Pitti VintageH4

    

  



      Battistero
                BAPTISTERY
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            Piazza di San Giovanni; admission €4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                12.15-7pm Mon-Sat, 8.30am-2pm 1st Sat of month & Sun) 
            Lorenzo Ghiberti designed the famous gilded bronze bas-reliefs adorning the eastern doors of Florence’s 11th-century Romanesque baptistry, an octagonal striped structure of white and green marble. Dante counts among the famous dunked in its baptismal font.
        

      The baptistry has three sets of doors, conceived as a series of panels in which the story of humanity and the Redemption would be told. Andrea Pisano executed the southern doors (1330) illustrating the life of St John the Baptist, and Ghiberti won a public competition in 1401 to design the northern doors, but it is his gilded bronze doors at the eastern entrance, known as the Gate of Paradise
                (Porta del Paradiso),
             
            that are the most celebrated. What you see today are copies of the panels.

      Museo dell’Opera di
            Santa Maria del Fiore
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (Cathedral Museum; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; www.operaduomo.firenze.it; Piazza del Duomo 9; admission €6; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6.50pm Mon-Sat, 9am-1pm Sun) 
            Surprisingly overlooked by the crowds, the Cathedral Museum safeguards treasures that once adorned the Duomo, Baptistry and campanile. Make a beeline for the glass-topped courtyard with its awe-inspiring display of seven of the original 10 panels from Ghiberti’s glorious masterpiece the 
                Porta del Paradiso 
            (Gate of Paradise), designed for the Baptistry. Afterwards search out Michelangelo’s 
                Pietà,
             
            intended for his own tomb.

      
            PIAZZA DELLA SIGNORIA
        

      The hub of the city’s political life and
            surrounded by some of its most celebrated buildings, this lovely cafe-lined piazza is a favourite
                passeggiata
            
            (evening stroll) choice for Florentines who saunter around it in the early evening and all day on 
            weekends.

      It was on this crowd-packed square, pierced at its centre by an equestrian statue of
                Cosimo I
             
            by Giambologna, that preacher-leader Savonarola set light to the city’s art – books, paintings, musical instruments, mirrors, fine clothes and so on – on his famous bonfire of vanities 
            in 1497. A year later the Dominican monk was burnt as a heretic on the same spot, marked by a bronze plaque in front of Ammannati’s monumental but ugly 
                Fontana di Nettuno
            Offline map Google map 
            (Neptune Fountain).

      Palazzo Vecchio
                PALAZZO
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.palazzovecchio-museoragazzi.it; Piazza della Signoria; adult/reduced €6/4.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm Mon-Wed & Fri-Sun, 9am-2pm Thu)
            
            As much a symbol of the city as the Duomo is the striking 94m-tall 
                Torre d’Arnolfo
            
            that crowns the ‘Old Palace’, the traditional seat of Florentine government. Built by Arnolfo di Cambio between 1298 and 1314 for the Signoria, the highest level of Florentine republican government, the palace became the residence of Cosimo I in the 16th century. It remains the mayor’s office today, guarded at its western entrance by a much-photographed copy of Michelangelo’s 
                David
            
             
            (the original, now in the Galleria dell’Accademia, stood here untII 1873).
        

      The series of lavish apartments created for the Medici is well worth seeing, as is the
                Salone dei Cinquecento
            
            (16th-Century Room), created within the original building in the 1490s to accommodate the Consiglio dei Cinquecento (CouncII of Five Hundred) that ruled Florence at the end of the 15th century, and expanded and decorated in the mid-1500s. Sheer size aside, what impresses most are the swirling, floor-to-ceiling battle scenes by Vasari glorifying Florentine victories by Cosimo I over arch rivals Pisa and Siena: unlike the Sienese, the Pisans are depicted bare of armour (play ‘Spot the Leaning Tower’). To top off this unabashed celebration of his own power, Cosimo had himself portrayed as a god in the centre of the exquisite panelled ceiling – but not before commissioning Vasari to raise the original ceiling 7m in height. Also in this room is Michelangelo’s sculpture 
                Genius of Victory,
             
            destined for Rome and Pope Julius II’s tomb, but left unfinished when he died.

      The best way to see this building is by
                guided tour
             
                (obligatory reservations 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 276 82 24; info.museoragazzi@comune.fi.it). 
            Around one hour long, these are conducted by English-speaking guides and take you into parts of the building that are not otherwise accessible. Its themed tours for children are particularly appealing.
        

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
                    
                        MUSEUM PASSES
                    

                    
                        The all-new
                        
                            Firenze Card 
                        
                            (www.firenzecard.it; €50)
                         
                        is valid for 72 hours and covers admission to 33 museums (it covers all the biggies), villas and gardens in Florence as well as unlimited use of public transport. Buy it online (and collect upon arrival in Florence) or in Florence at tourist offices or ticketing desks of the Uffizi (Entrance 2), Palazzo Pitti, Palazzo Vecchio, Museo Nazionale del Bargello, Cappella Brancacci, Museo di Santa Maria Novella and Giardini Bardini. If you’re an EU citizen your card also covers under-18s travelling with you.

                    
                        The big downside of the Firenze Card is it only allows one admission per museum. So, for example, if you want to split your Uffizi forays into a couple of visits and/or you’re not from the EU and are travelling with kids, the annual 
                            Friends of the Uffizi Card
                         
                            (www.amicidegliuffizi.it; adult/under 26yr/family of 4 €60/40/100)
                        
                        is a better deal. Valid for a calendar year (expires 31 December), it covers admission to 22 Florence museums (including Galleria dell’Accademia, Museo Nazionale del Bargello and Palazzo Pitti) and allows as many return visits as you fancy (have your passport on you as proof of ID to show at each museum with your card). Buy online or from the 
                            Amici degli Uffizi Welcome Desk
                         
                            (
                        
                        [image: iconphonepng]
                        
                            055 21 35 60; 
                        [image: iconhourspng]
                        
                            10am-5pm Tue-Sat)
                         
                        next to Entrance 2 at the Uffizi.

                

      

      
            [image: iconfreepng]
                
            
            Loggia dei Lanzi 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            What makes this gorgeous square so agreeable is, in part, its wealth of fountains and statues, climaxing with this 14th-century loggia where works such as Giambologna’s 
                Rape of the Sabine Women
            
            (c 1583), Benvenuto Cellini’s bronze 
                Perseus
            
            (1554) and Agnolo Gaddi’s 
                Seven Virtues
            
            (1384–89) are displayed. The loggia owes its name to the 
                Lanzichenecchi 
            (Swiss bodyguards) of Cosimo I, who were stationed here, and the present-day guards live up to this heritage, sternly monitoring crowd behaviour and promptly banishing anyone carrying food or drink.
        

      Galleria degli Uffizi;
            Uffizi Gallery
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (www.uffizi.firenze.it; Piazza degli Uffizi 6; adult/reduced €6.50/3.25, incl temporary
                exhibition €11/5.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun)
             
            Housed inside Palazzo degli Uffizi, built between 1560 and 1580 as a government office building, this world-class art museum safeguards the Medici family’s private art collection. It was bequeathed to the city in 1743 on the condition that it never leaves Florence.

      An ongoing and vastly overdue €65 million refurbishment and redevelopment project will see the addition of a new exit loggia designed by Japanese architect Arato Isozaki and the doubling of exhibition space. In true Italian fashion no one, including architect Antonio Godoli, will commit to a final completion date (originally 2013), but untII the so-called
                Nuovi Uffizi
            
             
            
                (www.nuoviuffizi.it)
             
            project is finished you can expect some rooms to be temporarily closed and the contents of others changed.

      The world-famous collection spans the gamut of art history from ancient Greek sculpture to 18th-century Venetian paintings, arranged in chronological order by school. But its core is the masterpiece-rich Renaissance collection.

      Visits are best kept to three or four hours max. When it all gets too much, head to the rooftop cafe (aka the terraced hanging garden where the Medici clan listened to music performances on the square below) for fresh air and fabulous views.

        
          [image: uffizi-illustratedhighlightjpg]
        

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                CUT THE QUEUE: PRE-BOOKED TICKETS
            

            
                In July, August and other busy periods such as Easter, unbelievably long queues are a fact of life at Florence’s key museums – if you haven’t pre-booked your ticket in advance you could well end up standing in line queuing for four hours or so.
            

            
                For a fee of €3 per ticket (€4 for the Uffizi and Galleria dell’Accademia), tickets to all 13 
                    musei statali
                
                (state museums) can be reserved, including the Uffizi, Galleria dell’Accademia (where 
                    David
                
                lives), Palazzo Pitti, Museo del Bargello and the Medicean chapels (Cappelle Medicee). In reality, the only museums where pre-booking is vital are the Uffizi and Accademia – to organise your ticket, go to www.firenzemusei.it or call 
                    Firenze Musei
                 
                    (Florence Museums; 
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    055 29 48 83; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    telephone booking line 8.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-12.30pm Sat)
                
                , with 
                    ticketing desks 
                
                    (
                
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8.30am-7pm Tue-Sun)
                 
                at the Uffizi and Palazzo Pitti.

            
                At the Uffizi, signs point pre-booked-ticket holders to the building opposite the gallery where pre-booked tickets can be collected; once you’ve got the ticket you go to Door One of the museum (for pre-booked tickets only) and queue again to enter the gallery. It’s annoying, but you’ll still save hours of queuing time overall.
            

            
                Many hotels in Florence also pre-book museum tickets for guests.
            

        

      

      Tuscan Masters: 12th to 14th Centuries

      The first room to the left of the staircase (Room 2) highlights 13th-century Sienese art and is designed like a medieval chapel (look up to admire those great wooden ceiling trusses) to reflect its fabulous contents: three large altarpieces from Florentine churches by Tuscan masters Duccio di Buoninsegna, Cimabue and Giotto. These clearly reflect the transition from the Gothic to the nascent Renaissance style. Note the overtly naturalistic realism overtones in Giotto’s portrayal of the Madonna and child among angels and saints.

      The next room stays in Siena but moves into the 14th century. The highlight is Simone Martini’s shimmering
                Annunciation 
            (1333), painted with Lippo Memmi and setting the Madonna in a sea of gold. Also of note is the 
                Madonna with Child and Saints 
            triptych (1340) by Pietro Lorenzetti, which demonstrates a realism similar to Giotto’s; unfortunately both Pietro and his artistic brother Ambrogio died from the plague in Siena in 1348.
        

      Masters in 14th-century Florence paid as much attention to detaII as their Sienese counterparts, as works in the next room demonstrate: savour the realism of
                San Reminio Pietà 
            (1360–65) by gifted Giotto pupil, Giottino.
        

      Renaissance Pioneers

      A concern for perspective was a hallmark of the early-15th-century Florentine school (room 7) that pioneered the Renaissance. One panel (the other two are in the Louvre and London’s National Gallery) from Paolo Uccello’s striking
                Battle of San Romano
             
            shows the artist’s efforts to create perspective with amusing effect as he directs the lances, horses and soldiers to a central disappearing point. The painting celebrates Florence’s victory over Siena.

      In room 8, the highlights are Piero della Francesca’s famous profile portraits of the crooked-nosed, red-robed Duke and Duchess of Urbino (1465–72) – the former always painted left-side after losing his right eye in a jousting accident and the latter painted a deathly white, reflecting the fact that the portrait was painted posthumously.

      Carmelite monk Fra’ Filippo Lippi had an unfortunate soft spot for earthly pleasures, scandalously marrying a nun from Prato. Search out his self-portrait as a podgy friar in
                Coronation of the Virgin 
            (1439–47) and don’t miss his later 
                Madonna and Child with Two Angels
             
            (1460–65), an exquisite work that clearly influenced his pupil, Sandro Botticelli.

      Another related pair, brothers Antonio and Piero del Pollaiolo, fill room 9, where their seven cardinal and theological values of 15th-century Florence – commissioned for the merchant’s tribunal in Piazza della Signoria – ooze energy.

      Botticelli Room

      The spectacular Sala del Botticelli, numbered 10 to 14 but in fact one large hall, is one of the Uffizi’s most popular rooms and is always packed. Of the 15 works by the Renaissance master,
                Birth of Venus
            
            (c 1485), 
                Primavera 
            (Spring; c 1482), the deeply spiritual 
                Cestello Annunciation
            
            (1489–90), the 
                Adoration of the Magi
            
            (1475) featuring the artist’s self-portrait (look for the blonde-haired guy, extreme right, dressed in yellow) and 
                The Madonna of the Magnificat
             
            (1483) are the best known, but true aficionados rate his twin set of miniatures depicting a sword-bearing Judith returning from the camp of Holofernes and the discovery of the decapitated Holofernes in his tent (1495–1500) as being among his finest works.

      Leonardo Room

      Room 15 displays two early Florentine works by Leonardo da Vinci: the incomplete
                Adoration of the Magi
            
            (1481–82), drawn in red earth pigment, and his 
                Annunciation
             
            (c 1475–80).

      High Renaissance to Mannerism

      In the third corridor, Michelangelo dazzles with the
                Doni Tondo,
             
            a depiction of the Holy Family that steals the High Renaissance show in room 25. The composition is unusual – Joseph holding an exuberant Jesus on his muscled mother’s shoulder as she twists round to gaze at him, the colours as vibrant as when they were first applied in 1506–08.

      Raphael (1483–1520) and Andrea del Sarto (1486–1530) rub shoulders in room 26, where Raphael’s charming
                Madonna of the Goldfinch
             
            (1505–06) holds centre stage.

      Previous works by Tuscan masters can be compared with the greater naturalism inherent in the work of their Venetian counterparts in room 28, where 11 Titians are displayed. Masterpieces include the sensual nude
                Venus of Urbino
            
            (1538), the seductive 
                Flora
            
            (1515) and the striking portrait of 
                Eleonora Gonzaga, Duchess of Urbino
             
            (1536–37).

      
            AROUND PIAZZA DELLA REPUBBLICA
        

      Piazza della Repubblica
                CITY SQUARE
            
        

      
      
            Offline map Google map

            Originally the site of a Roman forum and the heart of medieval Florence, this busy civic space was created in the late 1880s as part of a controversial plan of ‘civic improvements’ involving the demolition of the old market, Jewish ghetto and surrounding slums, and the relocation of nearly 6000 residents. Fortunately, Vasari’s lovely 
                Loggia del Pesce 
            (Fish Market) was saved and re-erected on Via Pietrapiana. Today, the piazza is known for its concentration of historic cafes.
        

      [image: top-choice]Chiesa e Museo
            di Orsanmichele
                CHURCH, MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via dell’Arte della Lana; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                church 10am-5pm daily, museum 10am-5pm Mon) 
            This unique church was created when the arcades of an old grain market (1290) were walled in and two storeys added during the 14th century
            
                .
            
            A real must-see, its exterior is exquisitely decorated with niches and tabernacles bearing statues. Representing the patron saints of Florence’s many guilds, they were commissioned in the 15th and 16th centuries after the 
                signoria 
            (city government) ordered the city’s guilds to finance the church’s decoration.
        

      These statues represent the work of some of the greatest Renaissance artists. Only copies adorn the building’s exterior today but all the originals except one are beautifully displayed in the church’s impressive, little-known and thoroughly inspirational
                museum
            
            , open just one day a week in two floors above the church.
        

      Museo di Palazzo
            Davanzati
                HISTORICAL RESIDENCE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via Porta Rossa 13; adult/reduced €2/1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-1.50pm, closed 1st, 3rd & 5th Mon, 2nd & 4th Sun of month)
             
            Tucked inside a 14th-century warehouse and home of the wealthy Davanzati merchant family from 1578, this palace-museum is a less-visited gem. Peep at the carved faces of the original owners on the pillars in the inner courtyard and don’t miss the 1st-floor reception room with its painted wooden ceiling or the exquisitely decorated Sala dei Pappagalli (Parrot Room) and Camera dei Pavoni (Peacock Bedroom).

      Palazzo Strozzi
                PALAZZO, MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Via de’ Tornabuoni; admission prices & opening hr vary) 
            Aplomb on Florence’s most legendary fashion street, 
                Via de’ Tornabuoni
            
            , often called the ‘Salotto di Firenze’ (Florence’s Drawing Room), sits this magnificent 15th-century palace with wonderful interior courtyard where seemingly half of Florence meets and mingles. The palace was built for wealthy merchant Filippo Strozzi and hosts blockbuster exhibitions. There’s always a buzz around this place, with young Florentines congregating in the courtyard cafe.
        

      [image: top-choice]Museo del Bargello
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via del Proconsolo 4; adult/reduced €7/3.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-5pm Tue-Sun & 1st & 3rd Mon of month)
            
            It was behind the stark exterior of Palazzo del Bargello, Florence’s earliest public building, that the 
                podestà 
            meted out justice from the late 13th century untII 1502. Today the building is home to Italy’s most comprehensive collection of Tuscan Renaissance sculpture.
        


      Crowds clamour to see
                David
            
            in the Galleria dell’Accademia but few rush to see his creator’s early works, many of which are on display in the Bargello’s downstairs 
                Sala di Michelangelo
            
            . The artist was just 21 when a cardinal commissioned him to create the drunken, grape-adorned 
                Bacchus 
            (1496–97) displayed here. Other Michelangelo works to look out for include the marble bust of 
                Brutus
            
            (c 1539–40), the 
                David/Apollo
            
            from 1530–32 and the large, uncompleted roundel of the 
                Madonna and Child with the Infant St John
            
            (1503–05, aka the 
                Tondo Pitti)
            
            .
            
        

      On the 1st floor, to the right of the staircase, is the Sala di Donatello where Donatello’s two versions of
                David 
            fascinate: Donatello fashioned his slender, youthful, dressed image in marble in 1408 and his fabled bronze between 1440 and 1450. The latter is extraordinary – the more so when you consider it was the first free-standing naked statue to be sculpted since classical times.
        

      
        
          [image: dont-miss]
        

        
                
                    GUARANTEED RETURN
                

                
                    To ensure a return trip to Florence local legend says you must rub the bronze snout of 
                        II Porcellino
                    Offline map Google map
                    (The Piglet), aka the bronze statue of a wild boar on the southern side of Florence’s 16th-century marketplace, 
                        Mercato Nuovo
                    Offline map Google map 
                        (
                    
                    
                    Piazza di Mercato Nuovo)
                    
                    .
                

            

      

      
            SANTA MARIA NOVELLA AREA
        

      Basilica di Santa Maria Novella
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza di Santa Maria Novella; admission €3.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5.50pm Mon-Thu, 11am-5.30pm Fri, 9am-5pm Sat, 1-5pm Sun) 
            Just south of the central train station, this church
             
            was begun in the mid-13th century as the Dominican order’s Florentine base. The lower section of the marble facade is transitional from Romanesque to Gothic, while the upper section (1470) and main doorway were designed by Alberti. The highlight of the Gothic interior, halfway along the north aisle, is Masaccio’s superb fresco 
                Trinity
            
            (1424–25), one of the first art works to use the then newly discovered techniques of perspective and proportion. Close by, hanging in the nave, is a luminous painted 
                Crucifix
             
            by Giotto (c 1290).

      Museo di Santa Maria Novella
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza di Santa Maria Novella; adult/reduced €2.70/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm Mon-Thu & Sat) 
            The indisputable highlight of this museum – arranged around the monastery’s tranquII 
                Chiostro Verde
            
             
            (Green Cloister; 1332–62) which takes its name from the green earth base used for the frescoes on three of the cloister’s four walls – is the spectacular 
                Cappellone degli Spagnoli
            
             
            (Spanish Chapel). The chapel is covered in extraordinary frescoes (c 1365–67) by Andrea di Bonaiuto. The vault features depictions of the 
                Resurrection, Ascension 
            and 
                Pentecost 
            and on the altar wall are scenes of the 
                Via Dolorosa, Crucifixion 
            and 
                Descent into Limbo.
            
            On the right wall is a huge fresco of 
                The Militant and Triumphant Church – 
            look in the foreground for a portrait of Cimabue, Giotto, Boccaccio, Petrarch and Dante. Other frescoes in the chapels depict the 
                Triumph of Christian Doctrine, 
            14 figures symbolising the Arts and Sciences and the 
                Life of St Peter.
            
        

      On the west side of the cloister, a passage leads to the 14th-century
                Cappella degli Ubriachi 
            and a large 
                refectory
            
             
            featuring ecclesiastical relics and a 1583 
                Last Supper 
            by Alessandro Allori.
        

      [image: free]Officina Profumo-Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella
                PHARMACY
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.santamarianovella.com.br; Via della Scala 16; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-8.30pm Sun, museum 10am-5.30pm Mon-Fri) 
            In business since 1612, this perfumery-pharmacy is famed for the remedies and sweet-smelling unguents it concocts using medicinal herbs cultivated in the monastery garden. The shop has changed little over the centuries and is an absolute treasure. After a day battling crowds at the Uffizi or Accademia, you may want to come here to source some Acqua di Santa Maria Novella, said to cure hysterics.
        

      Chiesa della Santa Trìnita
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza Santa Trìnita; admission free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-noon & 4-6pm Mon-Sat, 4-6pm Sun)
             
            This 14th-century church was rebuilt in Gothic style and later graced with a mannerist facade. Eye-catching frescoes by Domenico Ghirlandaio depict the life of St Francis of Assisi in the south transept’s Cappella Sassetti. Lorenzo Monaco, Fra’ Angelico’s master, painted the altarpiece in the fourth chapel on the south aisle and the frescoes on the chapel walls.

      
            SAN LORENZO AREA
        

      Basilica di San Lorenzo
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza San Lorenzo; admission €3.50, incl biblioteca €6; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat year-round, 1.30-5.30pm Sun Mar-Oct) 
            In 1425 the Medici commissioned Brunelleschi to rebuild what would become the family’s parish church and funeral chapter: 50-odd Medici are buried inside this church,
             
            one of the most harmonious examples of Renaissance architecture. However, it looks nothing from the outside: Michelangelo was commissioned to design the facade in 1518 but his design in white Carrara marble was never executed, hence its rough unfinished appearance.
        

      Inside, columns of
                pietra serena 
            (soft grey stone) crowned with Corinthian capitals separate the nave from the two aisles. Donatello, who was still sculpting the two bronze pulpits adorned with panels of the Crucifixion when he died, is buried in the chapel featuring Fra’ Filippo Lippi’s 
                Annunciation
            
            (c 1450). Left of the altar is the 
                Sagrestia Vecchia
             
            (Old Sacristy), designed by Brunelleschi and decorated in the main by Donatello.

      Biblioteca Laurenziana Medicea
                LIBRARY
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.bml.firenze.sbn.it; Piazza San Lorenzo 9; admission €3, incl basilica €6; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-1.30pm Mon-Fri) 
            To the left of the basilica’s entrance are peaceful cloisters, off which an extraordinary staircase designed by Michelangelo leads to the Biblioteca Laurenziana Medicea, commissioned by Giulio de’ Medici (Pope Clement VII) in 1524 to house the extensive Medici library that had been started by Cosimo the Elder and greatly added to by Lorenzo II Magnifico.
        

      Cappelle Medicee
                MAUSOLEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza Madonna degli Aldobrandini; adult/reduced €6/3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-4.50pm Tue-Sat & 1st, 3rd Sun & 2nd, 4th Mon of month)
            
            Nowhere is Medici conceit expressed so explicitly as in this mausoleum. Principal burial place of the Medici rulers, it’s sumptuously adorned with granite, the most precious marble, semiprecious stones and some of Michelangelo’s most beautiful sculptures. Francesco I lies in the 
                Cappella dei Principi
            
            (Princes’ Chapel) alongside Ferdinando I and II and Cosimo I, II and III. From here, a corridor leads to the stark but graceful 
                Sagrestia Nuova
            
            (New Sacristy), Michelangelo’s first architectural work and showcase for three of his most haunting sculptures: 
                Dawn and Dusk,
             
                Night and Day
            
            and 
                Madonna and Child
            
            .
        

      Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
                PALAZZO, CHAPEL
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.palazzo-medici.it; Via Cavour 3; adult/reduced €7/4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm Thu-Tue)
            
            Just off Piazza San Lorenzo is this lovely palace, the principal Medici residence untII 1540 and the prototype for other 
                palazzi
            
            (mansions)in the city. Inside, the 
                Capella di Benozzo
            
            (Chapel of the Magi) houses one of the supreme achievements of Renaissance painting and is an absolute must-see for art lovers. The tiny space is covered in a series of wonderfully detailed and recently restored frescoes (c 1459–63) by Benozzo Gozzoli, a pupII of Fra’ Angelico. His ostensible theme of 
                Procession of the Magi
             
                to Bethlehem
             
            is but a slender pretext for portraying members of the Medici clan in their best light; try to spy Lorenzo II Magnifico and Cosimo the Elder in the crowd. Only 10 visitors are allowed into the chapel at a time, for a maximum of just five minutes; reserve your slot in advance at the palace ticket desk.

      Central Market
                MARKET
            
        

      
      
            
                (Piazza del Mercato Centrale; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-2pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat) 
            Housed in a 19th-century iron-and-glass structure, Florence’s oldest and largest food market is noisy, smelly and full of wonderful fresh produce to cook and eat.
        

      
            SAN MARCO AREA
        


      This part of the city boasts far more than the city’s most famous resident, one Sig David.

      Galleria dell’Accademia
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 294 883; Via Ricasoli 60; adult/reduced €6.50/3.25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun) 
            A lengthy queue marks the door to this gallery
             
            where Michelangelo’s 
                David 
            is displayed. Fortunately, the most famous statue in the world is worth the long wait. Carved from a single block of marble, the statue of the nude warrior assumed its pedestal in front of Palazzo Vecchio on Piazza della Signoria in 1504, providing Florentines with a powerful emblem of power, liberty and civic pride.
        

      Adjacent rooms contain paintings by Andrea Orcagna, Taddeo Gaddi, Domenico Ghirlandaio, Filippino Lippi and Sandro Botticelli.
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    San Marco (Florence)

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Galleria dell'Accademia
        C2
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Chiesa della Santissima Annunziata
        D2
      

      
        2
        Chiesa di San Marco
        C1
      

      
        3
        Museo Archeologico
        D2
      

      
        4
        Museo dello Spedale degli Innocenti
        D2
      

      
        5
        Museo di San Marco
        C1
      

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      
        6
        City Sightseeing Firenze
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        7
        Hotel Morandi alla Crocetta
        D2
      

      
        8
        Ostello Archi Rossi
        A1
      

      
        9
        Sette Angeli Rooms
        B2
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        10
        Carabé
        C2
      

      
        11
        La Mescita
        C2
      

      12Mercato Centrale (Central Market)B2

      
        
        Nerbone
        (see 12)
      

      13Trattoria MarioB2

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        14
        Kitsch
        C1
      

      15The ClubhouseB2

    

  



      Museo di San Marco
                MUSEUM
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza San Marco 1; adult/reduced €4/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-1.50pm Mon-Fri, 8.15am-4.50pm Sat & Sun, closed 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun & 2nd, 4th Mon of month) 
            At the heart of Florence’s university area sits the 
                Chiesa di San Marco
            Offline map Google map 
            and adjoining 15th-century Dominican monastery where gifted painter Fra’ Angelico (c 1395–1455) and sharp-tongued Savonarola piously served God. Today, the monastery showcases the work of Fra’ Angelico. It is one of Florence’s most spiritually uplifting museums.

      Enter via Michelozzo’s
                Cloister of Saint Antoninus
            
            (1440). Turn immediately right to enter the 
                Sala dell’Ospizio
            
             
            (Pilgrims’ Hospital), where Fra’ Angelico’s attention to perspective and the realistic portrayal of nature comes to life in a number of major paintings, including the 
                Deposition of Christ
            
            (1432). On the 1st floor, Fra’ Angelico’s most famous work, 
                Annunciation
            
            (c 1450), commands all eyes, and a stroll around the monks’ living quarters reveals snippets of many more fine religious reliefs by the Tuscan-born friar, who decorated the cells between 1440 and 1441 with deeply devotional frescoes to guide the meditation of his fellow friars. Among several masterpieces is the magnificent 
                Adoration of the Magi
             
            in the cell used by Cosimo the Elder as a meditation retreat (No 38 & 39). Quite a few frescoes are extremely gruesome – check out the cell of San Antonino Arcivescovo, which features a depiction of Jesus pushing open the door of his sepulchre, squashing a nasty-looking devII in the process.

      Piazza della Santissima
            Annunziata
                CITY SQUARE
            
        

      
      
            Offline map

            Giambologna’s equestrian statue of Grand Duke Ferdinando I de’ Medici commands the scene from the centre of this square, which teems with students. Across the street 
                Chiesa della Santissima Annunziata Offline map Google map
            was established in 1250 by the founders of the Servite order, and rebuilt by Michelozzo and others in the mid-15th century.
        

      The
                Spedale degli Innocenti
            
             
            (Hospital of the Innocents) was founded on the southeastern side of the piazza in 1421 as Europe’s first orphanage. Brunelleschi designed the classically influenced portico, which Andrea della Robbia (1435–1525) famously decorated with terracotta medallions of babies in swaddling clothes. At the north end of the portico, the false door surrounded by railings was once a revolving door where unwanted children were left.
        

      Inside, the
                Museo dello Spedale degli Innocenti Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            www.istitutodeglinnocenti.it; Piazza della Santissima Annunziata 12; adult/reduced €5/4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-7pm) 
            displays works by Florentine artists, including Domenico Ghirlandaio’s striking 
                Adoration of the Magi 
            (1488), two wonderfully serene wooden sculptures of the 
                Madonna 
            and 
                St Joseph 
            by Marco della Robbia (c 1505) and a 
                Madonna with Holy Child and Angel 
            (1465–66) by Botticelli. Less valuable, but even more moving, is the display case of 19th-century markers left on the clothing of abandoned babies to allow for eventual reunification with their mothers.
        

      Museo Archeologico

      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via della Colonna 38; adult/reduced €4/2; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-7pm Tue-Fri) 
            About 200m southeast of the piazza is this museum, whose rich collection of finds, including most of the Medici hoard of antiquities, plunges you deep into the past and offers an alternative to Renaissance splendour.
        

      
            SANTA CROCE
        


      Presided over by the massive Franciscan basilica of the same name on the neighbourhood’s main square, this area has a slightly rough veneer to it.

      Basilica di Santa Croce
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza di Santa Croce; adult/reduced incl Museo dell’Opera di Santa Croce €5/3, audioguide 1/2 people €5/7; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 1-5.30pm Sun) 
            When Lucy Honeychurch, the heroine of EM Forster’s 
                A Room With a View, 
            is stranded in Santa Croce without a Baedeker, she panics and then, looking around, wonders why the basilica is thought to be such an important building. After all, doesn’t it look just like a barn (‘a black and white facade of surprising ugliness’)? On
            entering, many visitors to this massive Franciscan church share the same sentiment. The austere interior 
                is
             
            a shock after the magnificent neo-Gothic facade.

      Though most visitors come to see the tombs of famous Florentines buried inside this church – including Michelangelo, Galileo, Ghiberti and Machiavelli – it’s the frescoes by Giotto and his school in the chapels to the right of the altar that are the real highlight. Some of these are substantially better preserved than others.

      From the transept chapels a doorway designed by Michelozzo leads into a corridor, off which is the
                Sagrestia
            
            , an enchanting 14th-century room dominated on the left by Taddeo Gaddi’s fresco of the Crucifixion. There are also a few relics of St Francis on show, including his cowl and belt. Through the next room, the church bookshop, you can access the 
                Scuola del Cuoio
            
            , a leather school and shop.
        

      The second of Santa Croce’s two serene
                cloisters
            
            was designed by Brunelleschi just before his death in 1446. His unfinished 
                Cappella de’ Pazzi
             
            at the end of the first cloister is notable for its harmonious lines and restrained terracotta medallions of the Apostles by Luca della Robbia, and is a masterpiece of Renaissance architecture.

      Located off the first cloister, the
                Museo dell’Opera di Santa Croce
            Offline map Google map
             
            features a 
                Crucifixion
            
            by Cimabue; a wonderful terracotta bust of St Francis receiving the stigmata by the della Robbia workshop; and frescoes by Taddeo Gaddi, including 
                The Last Supper
             
            (1333).
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    Santa Croce (Florence)

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Basilica di Santa Croce
        A4
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Museo dell'Opera di Santa Croce
        A4
      

      
        2
        Scuola del Cuoio
        B4
      

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      
        3
        Florence for Fun
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        4
        Antico Noé
        A2
      

      
        5II Pizzaiuolo
        B3
      

      
        6
        Mercato di Sant’Ambrogio
        C3
      

      
        7
        Pin Gusto
        C3
      

      
        8
        Pizzaman
        A3
      

      
        
        Pollini
        (see 10)
      

      
        9
        Teatro del Sale
        B3
      

      10Trattoria CibrèoC3

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        11
        Eby’s Bar
        A2
      

      
        12
        Kitsch
        D2
      

      
        13
        Lion's Fountain
        A2
      

      
        14
        Rex Caffè
        A2
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        15
        Jazz Club
        A1
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      16Mrs MacisA2

      
        17
        Société Anonyme
        C2
      

    

  



      
            THE OLTRARNO
        


      Literally ‘Beyond the Arno’, the atmospheric Oltrarno takes in all of Florence south of the river.

      Ponte Vecchio
                LANDMARK
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            Florence’s iconic bridge
             
            has twinkled with the glittering wares of jewellers since the 16th century when Ferdinando I de’ Medici ordered them here to replace the often malodorous presence of the town butchers, who were wont to toss unwanted leftovers into the river.
        

      The bridge as it stands was built in 1345 and was the only one in Florence saved from destruction by the retreating Germans in 1944. At the southern end of the bridge is the medieval
                Torre dei Mannelli
            Offline map Google map
            ,
             
            which looks rather odd, as the 
                Corridoio Vasariano
            
            was built around it – not 
            simply straight through it as the Medici would have preferred.
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    Oltrarno & Boboli (Florence)

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Giardino di Boboli
        E4
      

      
        Palazzo Pitti
        D4
      

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        
        Appartamenti Reali
        (see 7)
      

      
        1
        Basilica di Santo Spirito
        C2
      

      
        2
        Cappella Brancacci
        A2
      

      
        3
        Chiesa di Santa Felicità
        E2
      

      
        
        Galleria d'Arte Moderna
        (see 7)
      

      
        
        Galleria del Costume
        (see 7)
      

      
        
        Galleria Palatina
        (see 7)
      

      
        4
        Giardino di Bardini
        G4
      

      
        5
        Grotta del Buontalenti
        E3
      

      
        6
        Museo Bardini
        G4
      

      
        7
        Museo degli Argenti
        D4
      

      8Palazzo Pitti Ticket Office & Firenze MuseiC4

      
        9
        Torre dei Mannelli
        E2
      

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      
        10
        In Tavola
        C2
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        11
        Ostello Santa Monaca
        B2
      

      
        12
        Palazzo Guadagni Hotel
        C3
      

      
        13
        Palazzo Magnani Feroni
        B1
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        14
        Gustapizza
        C3
      

      15GustpaninoC3

      16II MagazzinoD2

      17II RistoroE2

      18II Santo BevitoreB1

      
        19
        La Carraia
        B1
      

      
        20
        Olio & Convivium
        D1
      

      
        21
        Trattoria 4 Leoni
        D2
      

      
        22
        Trattoria Bordino
        E2
      

      23Trattoria La CasalinguaC3

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        24
        Dolce Vita
        A1
      

      
        25
        Golden View Open Bar
        E2
      

      26II SantinoB1

      27Le Volpi e l'UvaE2

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        28
        Cavalli Club
        A2
      

      
        29
        La Cité
        B1
      

      
        30
        Montecarla Club
        G4
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      31Guilo Giannini & FiglioD3

      
        32
        Madova
        E2
      

      33SlowC3

    

  




      Palazzo Pitti
                PALAZZO, MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            Piazza de’ Pitti 1; adult €7-12, 3-day ticket valid when no temporary exhibition €11.50)
             
            This vast palace was begun in 1458 for the Pitti family, rivals of the Medici. Cosimo I and Eleonora di Toledo acquired it in 1549 and it remained the official residence of Florence’s rulers untII 1919 when the Savoys gave it to the state.

      The ground-floor
                Museo degli Argenti Offline map Google map
            
                (Silver Museum; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-7.30pm Jun-Aug, shorter hr rest of year, closed 1st & last Mon of month) 
            hosts temporary exhibitions in its elaborately frescoed audience chambers.
        

      Raphaels and Rubens vie for centre stage in the enviable collection of 16th- to 18th-century art amassed by the Medici and Lorraine dukes in the 1st-floor
                Galleria Palatina Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun)
            
            . Highlights include Filippo Lippi’s 
                Madonna and Child
             
                with Stories from the Life of St Anne
            
            (aka the 
                Tondo Bartolini;
            
            1452–53) and Botticelli’s 
                Madonna with Child and a Young Saint John the Baptist 
            (c 1490–95) in the Sala di Prometeo; Raphael’s 
                Madonna of the Window
            
            (1513–14) in the Sala di Ulisse; and Caravaggio’s 
                Sleeping Cupid
            
            (1608) in the Sala dell’Educazione di Giove. Don’t miss the Sala di Saturno, full of magnificent works by Raphael. The sentimental favourite, Tiberio Titi’s charming portrait of the young Prince Leopoldo de’ Medici, hangs in the Sala di Apollo and the Sala di Venere shines with Titian’s 
                Portrait of a Lady
             
            (c 1536).

      Past the Sala di Venere are the
                Appartamenti Reali Offline map Google map
            
                (Royal Apartments; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun Feb-Dec)
            
            , a series of rooms presented as they were c 1880–91, when they were occupied by members of the House of Savoy. The style and division of tasks assigned to each room is reminiscent of Spanish royal palaces, all heavily bedecked with drapes, silk and chandeliers.
        

      Forget about Marini, Mertz or Clemente – the collection of the 2nd-floor
                Galleria d’Arte Moderna
            Offline map 
                (Gallery of Modern Art; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-6.50pm Tue-Sun) 
            is dominated by late-19th-century works by artists of the Florentine Macchiaioli school (the local equivalent of Impressionism).
        

      Few visitors visit the
                Galleria del Costume Offline map Google map
            
                (Costume Gallery; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-7.30pm Jun-Aug, shorter hr rest of year, closed 1st & last Mon of month)
            
            , thus missing its fascinating, if somewhat macabre, display of the semi-decomposed burial clothes of Cosimo I, his wife Eleonora di Toledo and their son Don Garzia.
        

              
        
            
                THE EXTRAORDINARY VASARI CORRIDOR
            

            
                Look above the jewellery shops on the eastern side of Ponte Vecchio and what you see, most dramatically at sunset, is the infamous and enigmatic 
                    Corridoio Vasariano
                 
                (Vasari Corridor; Click here
                ), an extraordinary elevated covered passageway joining the Palazzo Vecchio on Piazza della Signoria with the Uffizi and Palazzo Pitti on the other side of the river. Around 1km long, it was designed by Vasari for Cosimo I in 1565 to allow the Medicis and court’s high dignitaries to wander between the two palaces in privacy and comfort. From the 17th century, the Medicis strung it wiith self-portraits – a collection of 700-odd art works today that includes self-portraits of Andrea del Sarto (the oldest), Rubens, Rembrandt, Canova and others.
            

            
                The original promenade incorporated tiny windows (facing the river) and circular apertures (facing the street) to ensure the safety of those who used it. But when Hitler visited Florence in 1941, his mate and fellow dictator Benito Mussolini had big new windows punched into the corridor walls on Ponte Vecchio so that his guest could enjoy an expansive view down the Arno from the famous Florentine bridge.
            

            
                On the Oltrarno the corridor passed by 
                    Chiesa di Santa Felicità
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                Click here
                ; 
                    Piazza di Santa Felicità; admission free; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    9.30am-noon & 1.30-5.30pm Mon-Sat),
                 
                thereby providing the Medici with a private balcony in the church where they could likewise attend Mass without mingling with the minions.

            
                The Vasari Corridor is open to just a privileged few – 464 for spots in the Uffizi and elsewhere where you can get a sneak peek at it. To visit it, either join a guided tour of just five people (in Italian only) sporadically organised by 
                    Firenze Musei
                 
                    (
                
                Click here
                
                    ; €15 incl Uffizi admission & booking fee)
                
                – tours are advertised in advance on the Uffizi website (www.uffizi.firenze.it); or pay the price for an English-language tour in a group of 15 organised by 
                    Florence Town
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    055 012 39 94; www.florencetown.com; Via de’ Lamberti 1; adult/6-12yr incl Uffizi admission €89/45; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    two to three times weekly).
                 
                Whichever option you plump for, reserve well in advance.

        

      

      [image: free]Giardino di Boboli
                PALAZZO, GARDEN
            
        

      
      
            
                (Piazza Pitti; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-sunset) 
            The palace’s expansive gardens
             
            were laid out in the mid-16th century according to a design by architect Niccolò Pericoli, aka II Tribolo.
        

      Boboli is a prime example of a formal Tuscan garden and is fun to explore: skip along
                Cypress Alley
            
            ; let the imagination rip with a gallant frolic in the walled 
                Giardino del Cavaliere
            
            (Knights’ Garden); dance around 170-odd statues; meditate next to the 
                Isoletto
            
            , a gorgeous ornamental pond; discover species and birdsong in the garden along the signposted 
                nature trail
            
            ; or watch a fleshy 
                Venere
            
            (Venus) by Giambologna rise from the waves in the 
                Grotta del Buontalenti Offline map Google map
            (guided visits hourly).
        

      At the upper, southern limit of the gardens, fantastic views over the palace complex and Florentine countryside fan out beyond the box-hedged
                rose garden
            
            , overlooked by the 
                Museo delle Porcellane
            
            , home to Sèvres, Vincennes, Meissen, Wedgwood and other porcelain pieces collected by Palazzo Pitti’s wealthy tenants.
        

      Giardino di Bardini
                GARDEN
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.bardinipeyron.it; entrances at Via de’ Bardi 1r & Costa San Giorgio 2; adult/reduced incl Museo delle Porcellane €10/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.15am-sunset) 
            Florence’s little-known Giardino Bardini was named after art collector Stefano Bardini (1836–1922), who bought the villa in 1913. Smaller and more manicured than the Boboli, it has all the features of a quintessential Tuscan garden – artificial grottos, orangery, marble statues, fountains, loggia, amphitheatre and a monumental baroque stone staircase staggering up the beautiful tiered gardens – but not the crowds. A springtime stroll is an extra-special joy when its azaleas, peonies, wisteria (AprII and May) and irises (June) are all in bloom. Its somewhat idyllic, summer 
                cafe terrace
            
            
                , 
            set in a stone loggia overlooking the Florentine skyline, is a wonderful spot for a 
                panino
             
            lunch, ice cream or afternoon tea.

      Inside the villa the
                Museo Bardini Offline map Google map
            
                (www.bardinipeyron.it, in Italian; adult/reduced €6/4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-6pm Wed-Sun Apr-Sep, to 4pm Wed-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun Oct-Mar) 
            hosts a collection of Roberto Capucci–designed haute couture and temporary exhibitions.
        

      Piazzale Michelangelo
                VIEWPOINT
            
        

      
      Turn your back on the bevy of ticky-tacky souvenir stalls flogging
                David
            
            boxer shorts and take in the soaring city panorama from this vast square, pierced by one of Florence’s two 
                David
             
            copies. Sunset here is dramatic. It’s a 10-minute uphill walk along the serpentine road, paths and steps that scale the hillside from the river and Piazza Giuseppe Poggi; from Piazza San Nicolò walk uphill and bear left up the long flight of steps signposted Viale Michelangelo; by bus, take No 13 from Stazione di Santa Maria Novella.

      Chiesa di San Miniato
            al Monte
                CHURCH, VIEWPOINT
            
        

      
      
            
                (Via Monte alle Croce; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-7pm May-Oct, 8am-noon & 3-6pm Nov-Apr) 
            The real point of your exertions up to Piazzale Michelangelo is five minutes further uphill to this wonderful Romanesque church. It is dedicated to St Minius, an early-Christian martyr in Florence who is said to have flown to this spot after his death down in the town (or, if you want to believe an alternative version, walked up the hill head tucked underneath his arm).
        

      The church dates to the early 11th century, although its typical Tuscan multicoloured marble facade was tacked on a couple of centuries later. Inside, 13th- to 15th-century frescoes adorn the south wall and intricate inlaid marble designs line the nave, leading to a fine Romanesque crypt. The
                sacristy
            
             
            in the southeast corner features frescoes by Spinello Arentino depicting the life of St Benedict. Slap-bang in the middle of the nave is the bijou 
                Capella del Crocefisso
            
            , to which Michelozzo, Agnolo Gaddi and Luca della Robbia all contributed.
        

      Cappella Brancacci
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza del Carmine; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                advance reservations 055 276 82 24; admission €4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Wed-Fri & Sat, 1-5pm Sun)
            
            The 13th-century 
                Basilica di Santa Maria del Carmine
            
            might have been all but destroyed by fire in the late 18th century, but the magnificent frescoes in its chapel were not. Entered next to the basilica on the square, the vibrantly coloured frescoes by Masaccio are considered the painter’s finest work and had an enormous influence on 15th-century Florentine art. Masaccio painted them in his early 20s but interrupted the task to go to Rome, where he died aged only 28. Filippino Lippi completed the cycle some 60 years later. Masaccio’s contribution includes the 
                Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise
            
            and 
                The Tribute Money 
            on the chapel’s upper left wall.
        

      Visits to the chapel are strictly by guided tour, which must be booked in advance.

      Basilica di Santo Spirito
                CHURCH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza Santo Spirito; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-12.30pm & 4-5.30pm Thu-Tue)
            
            One of Brunelleschi’s last commissions, this church is beautifully planned with a colonnade of 35 columns and a series of semicircular chapels. The chapels’ works of art include a poorly lit 
                Madonna and Saints
            
            (1493–94) by Filippo Lippi in the Cappella Nerli in the right transept. Ask an attendant to show you the 
                sacristy
            
            , where you’ll find a poignant wooden crucifix attributed by some critics to Michelangelo.
        

      
            [image: categorycoursespng]
            Courses
        

      Florence has zillions of schools running courses in Italian language, culture and cuisine.

      Scuola del Cuoio
                LEATHER-WORKING
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 24 45 34; www.scuoladelcuoio.com; Via San Giuseppe 5r)
             
            Held here are leather-working courses in a leather school created by Franciscan friars after WWII.

      In Tavola
                COOKING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 76 72; www.intavola.org; Via deiVelluti 18r) 
            Take your pick from dozens of carefully crafted courses for beginners and professionals: pizza and gelato, pasta-making, easy Tuscan dinners etc.
        

      Food & Wine Academy
                COOKING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 012 39 94; www.florencecookingclasses.com; Via de’ Lamberti 1; 1-day classes incl lunch €79) 
            Shop at the market with charismatic chef Giovanni, learn how to cook what you’ve bought, then eat it.
        

      La Cucina del Garga
                COOKING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 13 96; www.divinacucina.com; Via del Moro 48r; 1-day classes incl lunch €155)
             
            Delve into the secrets of Florentine trattoria cuisine with American-born Sharon Oddson.

      Florence for Fun
                COOKING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 247 66 05; www.florenceforfun.org; Via della Pergola 10Ar)
             
            Mainstream cookery classes and pizza-, gelato- and sorbet-making workshops are run here.

      
            [image: categorytourpng]
            Tours
        

      
            
            Bus
        

      CAF Tours
                COACH
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 06 12; www.caftours.com; Via Sant’Antonino 6r)
             
            Half- and full-day city coach tours (€45 to €190), including designer-outlet shopping tours (€35, six hours).

      City Sightseeing Firenze
                BUS
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 29 04 51; www.firenze.city-sightseeing.it; Piazza Stazione 1; tickets incl audioguide adult/5-15yr €22/11) 
            Explore Florence by red open-top bus, hopping on and off at 15 bus stops around the city. Tickets, sold by the driver, are valid for 24 hours.

       
            Car

      [image: top-choice]500 Touring Club
                VINTAGE CAR
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                334 996 5836; www.500touringclub.com; Via Vinegia 23r)
             
            Hook up with Florence’s 500 Touring Club for a guided tour in a vintage motor – with you behind the wheel! Every car has a name in this outfit’s fleet of gorgeous vintage Fiat 500s from the 1960s (Giacomo is the playboy, Sergio the speed-fiend king, Anna the girl with style and so on). Motoring tours are guided – hop in your car and follow the leader – and themed; families love the picnic trip, couples wine tasting. March to November tours need to be booked well in advance.

      
            
            Cycling
        

      I Bike Florence
                BIKE
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 012 39 94; www.ibikeflorence.com; Via de’ Lamberti 1) 
            Guided history tours of Florence by bike (€29, two hours) and guided day trips to Chianti (€80 including lunch and wine tasting).
        

      Tuscany Bike Tours
                BIKE
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 386 04 95; www.tuscany-biketours.com; Via Ghibellina 34r) 
            One-day, 23km-long bike tours in Chianti with lunch, castle tour, wine and oII tasting (€75); transfer to Chianti by 
            minibus.

      
            
            Walking
        

      ArtViva
                WALKING
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 264 50 33, 329 6132730; www.italy.artviva.com; Via de’ Sassetti 1)
             
            Marketed as the ‘Original & Best’, these excellent one- to three-hour city walks (€25 to €39) are led by historians or art history graduates; tours include the Uffizi, the Original David tour and an Evening Walk/Murder Mystery Tour. ArtViva also runs trips further afield to Chianti (wine tasting) and a Renaissance villa outside Florence (villa lunch and swim).

      Faith Willinger – Lessons & Tours
                WALKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.faithwillinger.com)
             
            Food lovers’ walking tour, a market stroll, gelato crawl and much more by American-born, Florence-based food writer Faith Willinger who runs cooking courses, hands-on ‘market to table’ sessions, tastings, demonstrations and culinary visits including meaty field trips to Panzano in Chianti.

      Accidental Tourist
                WALKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 69 93 76; www.accidentaltourist.com)
             
            Become an Accidental Tourist (membership €10) then sign up for a wine tour (€50), cooking class (€60), picnic (€70) and so on; tours happen in and around Florence.

      Freya’s Florence
                WALKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                349 0748907; www.freyasflorence.com; €60/hr)
             
            A recommended Australian-born, Florence-based private tour guide; pay admission fees on top of guiding fee.

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            Festivals & Events
        

      Festa di Anna Maria Medici
                HISTORICAL EVENT
            
        

      
      (18 February) Florence’s Feast of Anna Maria Medici marks the death in 1743 of the last Medici, Anna Maria, with a costumed parade from Palazzo Vecchio to her tomb in the Cappelle Medicee.

      Scoppio del Carro
                EASTER
            
        

            A cart of fireworks is exploded in front of the cathedral at 11am on Easter Sunday – get there at least two hours early to grab a good position.

      Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
                ARTS
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.maggiofiorentino.com) 
            This month-long arts festival – Italy’s oldest – held in Florence’s Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino (
            Click here
            ) stages world-class performances of theatre, classical music, jazz and dance; AprII to June.
        

      Festa di San Giovanni
                RELIGIOUS
            
        

      
      Florence celebrates its patron saint, John, with a
                calcio storico 
            match on Piazza di Santa Croce and fireworks over Piazzale Michelangelo; 24 June.
        

      Sant’Ambrogio Summer Festival
                ARTS
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.firenzejazz.it) 
            The streets between Borgo La Croce and Piazza Beccaria become an evening stage for art, dance, jazz and theatre; June to July.
        

      Jazz & Co
                MUSIC
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.santissima.it) 
            On summer nights, Piazza della Santissima Annunziata is filled with tables of people enjoying an 
                aperitivo 
            or dinner catered by Slow Food International while listening to jazz musicians from Italy and overseas perform; late June to Septemer.
        

      Festival Firenze Classica
                MUSIC
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.orcafi.it)
             
            July sees Florence’s highly regarded Orchestra da Camera Toscana performing classical music in the atmospheric settings of the Oratorio di San Michele a Castello and Palazzo Strozzi.

      Festa delle Rificolone
                RELIGIOUS
            
        

      
      During the Festival of the Paper Lanterns children carrying lanterns, accompanied by drummers,
                sbandieratori
             
            (flag throwers), musicians and others in medieval dress, process through the streets from Piazza di Santa Croce to Piazza della Santissima Annunziata to celebrate the Virgin Mary’s birthday; 7 September.

      
            [image: categorysleeppng]
            Sleeping
        

      The city has hundreds of hotels, some excellent hostels and a burgeoning B&B scene. Places in this section have been selected for their good value for money.

      Too many hotels and boutique B&Bs competing for too little business means great deals for the traveller, especially in winter when there are bargains to be had in all price ranges – a midrange double in a gorgeous 16th-century
                palazzo
             
            can cost as little as €45.

      Tourist offices don’t recommend or reserve places, but carry lists of what is available.

      
            PIAZZA DEL DUOMO & PIAZZA DELLA SIGNORIA
        

      Incredibly, for such a dead-central part of Florence, this area has some excellent budget addresses. And if your hotel lacks an internet connection, free wi-fi hot spot Palazzo Strozzi, with its wonderfully airy and very hip courtyard, is just a minute’s walk away.

      [image: top-choice]Hotel Scoti
                HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 29 21 28; www.hotelscoti.com; Via de’ Tornabuoni 7; s €29-75, d €45-125, tr €75-150, q €85-175; 
            [image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                ) 
            Wedged between Prada and McQueen, this 
                pensione 
            is a splendid mix of old-fashioned charm and value for money. Run with smiling aplomb by Australian Doreen and Italian Carmello, the hotel is enthroned in a 16th-century 
                palazzo 
            on Florence’s smartest shopping strip. Its 16 rooms are clean and comfortable, but the star of the show is the frescoed living room (1780). Breakfast costs €5.
        

      Hotel Cestelli
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 42 13; www.hotelcestelli.com; Borgo SS Apostoli 25; s without bathroom €40-60, d €50-100; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                closed 4 weeks Jan-Feb, 3 weeks Aug) 
            Located a stiletto-hop and a skip from the Arno and fashionable Via de’ Tornabuoni, this eight-room hotel is a gem. Its large, quiet rooms ooze understated style – think washbasin with silk screen, vintage art and original wood-slat shutters. Before stepping out quiz Italian photographer Alessio and Japanese wife Asumi on the latest best addresses to drink, dine and shop. No breakfast.
        

      Hotel Torre Guelfa
                HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 239 63 38; www.hoteltorreguelfa.com; Borgo SS Apostoli 8; d €70-170, tr €130-210; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            If you want to kip in a Real McCoy Florentine 
                palazzo
            
            without breaking the bank, this 31-room hotel with fortress-style facade is the address. Scale its 13th-century, 50m-tall tower – Florence’s tallest privately owned 
                torre
             
            – for a sundowner overlooking Florence and you’ll be blown away. A couple of its spacious rooms, all with high ceilings and faded period furnishings, share the same staggering panorama.

      Hotel Dalí
                HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 234 07 06; www.hoteldali.com; Via dell’Oriuolo 17; s/d €40/85, d without bathroom €70, apt 2/4/6 guests €90/140/200; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                )
             
            This overwhelmingly friendly hotel with 10 spacious rooms goes from strength to strength. Run with unrelenting dynamism by world travellers-turned-parents Marco and Samanta (‘running the hotel is like travelling without moving’), Dalí now has a kettle in every room, new bathrooms, microwave for shared use and three gorgeous self-catering apartments – one with Duomo view – sleeping two, four and six. No breakfast, but free parking in the leafy inner courtyard. Low-season rates 20% less.

      Hotel Orchidea
                HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 248 03 46; www.hotelorchideaflorence.it; Borgo degli Albizi 11; s €30-55, 
                d €50-75, tr €65-90, q €75-110, all without bathroom)
            This old-fashioned 
                pensione
             
            in the mansion where the Donati family roosted in the 13th century (Dante’s wife, Gemma, was allegedly born in the tower) is charm itself. Its seven rooms with sink and shared bathroom are simple but their outlook over a gorgeous garden or old stone terrace is five-star. Many guests return to enjoy the 100-year-old wisteria in bloom (May to June). No breakfast, but free tea- and coffee-making facilities.

      Hotel Davanzati
                HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 286 666; www.hoteldavanzati.it; Via Porta Rossa 5; s €72-122, d €122-189, q €222-342; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                ) 
            Don’t be put off by the 26 steps leading up to this 1st-floor hotel snug against Palazzo Davanzati. It is a beguiling labyrinth of enchanting rooms, unexpected frescoes and up-to-the-minute comforts run by irresistibly charismatic Florentine debonair Tommaso and father Fabrizio.
        

      Palazzo Vecchietti
                HISTORIC RESIDENCE 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 230 28 02; www.palazzovecchietti.com; Via degli Strozzi 4; d €284-734; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                ) 
            Wow, and wow again! This 
                residenza d’epoca
            
            with 14 hopelessly romantic rooms and loggia in a 15th-century 
                palazzo
             
            is a buzzword for hotel chic. Every room has coffee machine and kitchenette, and three have a terrace between rooftops. No surprise: this is the handiwork of Florentine interior designer Michele Bönan.

      Hotel Perseo
                HOTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 25 04; www.hotelperseo.it; Via de’ Cerretani 1; s €50-125, d €80-165, tr €80-185, q €90-220; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]
            
                )
            
            Twenty-room Perseo is a great family choice with its large rooms and unpretentious decor. Family rooms have bunk beds and those on the top floor smooch with the rooftops and gorgeous views of the Duomo. Should you have  
            tracking down (black) No 1 on the street, look for red No 23.

      
            SANTA MARIA NOVELLA AREA
        

      [image: top-choice]Hotel L’Orologio
                DESIGN HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 27 73 80; www.hotelorologioflorence.com; Piazza di Santa Maria Novella 24; d €178-450; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            The type of seductive, superstylish address James Bond would feel right at home in, this elegant new hotel oozes panache. Designed to be something of a showcase for the (very wealthy) owner’s (exceedingly expensive) luxury wristwatch 
            collection, the hotel has four stars, five floors, 54 rooms named after watches, and clocks pretty much everywhere you look. Room 501 has a perfect balcony view of the Duomo.

      Ostello Archi Rossi
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 29 08 04; www.hostelarchirossi.com; Via Faenza 94r; s €40-60, d €60-90, tr €75-105, dm €21-27, all incl breakfast & sheets; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                closed 2 weeks Dec; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Guests’ paintings and graffiti pattern the walls at this ever-busy private hostel near Stazione di Santa Maria Novella. Bright white dorms have three to 12 beds (those across the garden are quieter); there are washing machines, frozen meal dispensers and microwaves for guests to use. No curfew (knock to get in after 2am).

      Hotel Rosso 23
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 27 73 00; www.hotelrosso23.com; Piazza di Santa Maria Novella 23; s €79-100, d €85-195; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            The entrance is so discreet you might well walk straight pass this stylish town house with a beautiful facade and smart, oyster-grey and red interior colour scheme. Rooms, all 42 of them, are thoroughly modern, and breakfast is served in a bijou interior courtyard.
        

      Ostello Gallo d’Oro
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 552 29 64; www.ostellogallodoro.com; 1st fl, Via Cavour 104; dm €28-32, s/d/tr €40/70/96; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Silvia and Max are the energy behind this popular, curfew-free hostel. Rooms max at five beds, all have private bathroom and TV, and three have a balcony. Breakfast is buffet-style and the bubbly Silvia cooks up dinner twice a week.

      
            SAN LORENZO AREA
        

      [image: top-choice]Academy Hostel
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 239 86 65; www.academyhostel.eu; Via Ricasoli 9; s & d incl breakfast per person €35-42, dm €34-40; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            Cheap accommodation shouldn’t compromise on comfort is the much-appreciated philosophy of this small modern hostel, snug on the 1st floor of a 17th-century 
                palazzo
            
            . Dorms with four beds are crisp white with brightly coloured lockers and chic flower-adorned screens. Rates include breakfast. No credit cards for payments under €150.
        

      Sette Angeli Rooms
                B&B, SELF-CATERING 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                393 939490810; www.setteangelirooms.com; Via Nazionale 31; s €45-60; d €85-110, tr €95-135; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Tucked behind the central market on a mainstream shopping street, Seven Angels is a tantalising mix of great value and recent renovation. Its rooms are perfectly comfortable and guests can pay an extra €10 to use the self-catering kitchen corner.
        

      Johanna & Johlea
                B&B 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 463 32 92/48 18 96; www.johanna.it;
                s €50-90, d €70-170; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            One of the most established B&Bs in town, J&J has more than a dozen tasteful, impeccable, individually decorated rooms split between five historic residences, some with wi-fi connections. Those desiring total luxury can ask about the suite apartments.
        

      
            SAN MARCO AREA
        

      Hotel Morandi alla Crocetta
                HOTEL 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 234 47 47; www.hotelmorandi.it; Via Laura 50; s €70-140, d €110-220, tr €130-195; q €150-370; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            This medieval convent-turned-hotel away from the madding crowd is a stunner. A couple of rooms have handkerchief-sized gardens to laze in, but the pièce de résistance is frescoed No 29, the former chapel.
        

      
            THE OLTRARNO
        

      Palazzo Magnani Feroni
                HOTEL 
            
                €€€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 239 95 44; www.florencepalace.com; Borgo San Frediano 5; d €310-720; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            This old palace is the stuff of dreams. Its 12 suites are vast, ooze elegance and the 360-degree city view from the rooftop is magnificent and unforgettable.
        

      Ostello Santa Monaca
                HOSTEL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 26 83 38; www.ostello.it; Via Santa Monaca 6; d/q per person €24.50/20.50, dm €17.50-19.50; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Once a convent, this large hostel comes warmly recommended. There is a bright kitchen with washing machine for guests’ use, free safe deposits and two computers to surf. Single-sex dorms sleep four to 22 (closed for cleaning 10am to 2pm). Curfew 2am. Low-season rates €1 less. Breakfast/dinner is €3.50/12.

      Palazzo Guadagni Hotel
                HOTEL
            
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 265 83 76; www.palazzoguadagni.com; Piazza Santo Spirito 9; d €100-150, f per person €35; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Plump above Florence’s most buzzing summertime square, this hotel,
             
            with impossibly romantic loggia, is legendary – Zefferelli shot several scenes of 
                Tea with Mussolini
             
            here. Known for years as the shabby, over-priced but wholly irresistible Pensione Bandini (since shut), the Renaissance 16th-century palace has been brought back to life – in the most fabulous of manners – by local Florentines Laura and Ferdinando. Spacious rooms tastefully mix old and new, and that loggia terrace with wicker garden furniture is, well, dreamy…

      
            
                Campeggio Michelangelo
             
                CAMPGROUND 
            
              € 

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 681 19 77; www.ecvacanze.it; Viale Michelangelo 80; camping adult €9.50-11.40, car & tent €11.40-13.80; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            Just off Piazzale Michelangelo, this large and comparatively leafy site has lovely city views. Take bus 13 from Stazione di Santa Maria Novella or walk – steeply uphill!

      
            OUT OF TOWN
        

      Should you want to flee the Florentine crowd and stay out of town, two remarkable ‘prince and pauper’ addresses leap out.

      In a 17th-century villa framed by extensive grounds, HI-affiliated
                Villa Camerata 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 60 14 51; www.ostellofirenze.it; Viale Augusto Righi 2-4; dm €20, d/tr/q with bathroom €65/75/88; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            is among Italy’s most beautiful hostels (and oh so typically Tuscan!). Bus 17 from Stazione di Santa Maria Novella stops 400m from the hostel; count on 30 minutes’ travel time.

      Then there’s five-star
                Grand Hotel Villa Cora
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 22 87 90; www.villacora.it; Viale Machiavelli 18; d from €310; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ), 
            a glorious 19th-century mansion guaranteed to make your head spin with its sumptuous frescoes, fabrics, chandeliers and art works just steps from Boboli Gardens.
        

      
            [image: categoryeatpng]
            Eating
        

      Quality ingredients and simple execution are the hallmarks of Florentine cuisine, climaxing with the fabulous
                bistecca alla fiorentina,
            
            a huge slab of prime T-bone steak rubbed with olive oil, seared on the char grill, garnished with salt and pepper and served beautifully 
                al sangue
             
            (bloody).

      Other typical dishes include crostini (toasts topped with chicken-liver pâté or other topping),
                ribollita
            
            (a thick vegetable, bread and bean soup), 
                pappa al pomodoro
            
            (bread and tomato soup) and 
                trippa alla fiorentina
             
            (tripe cooked in a rich tomato sauce).

      
            PIAZZA DEL DUOMO & PIAZZA DELLA SIGNORIA
        

      [image: top-choice]Obikà
                CHEESE BAR 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 277 35 26; www.obika.it; Via de’ Tornabuoni 16; 3/5 mozzarellas €19.50/30, pizzas €9-14.50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Mon-Sat, 10am-11pm Sun) 
            Given its exclusive location in Palazzo Tornabuoni, this designer address is naturally
            ubertrendy. Taste different mozzarella cheeses with basil, organic veg or sun-dried tomatoes in the cathedral-like interior or snuggle beneath heaters in the star-topped courtyard. The mozzarella pizzas are particularly creative – as is the copious 
                aperitivi
             
            salad buffet (€9 including one drink) and cheesy Sunday brunch.

      Cantinetta dei
            Verrazzano
                WINE CELLAR, BAKERY 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via dei Tavolini 18-20; platters €4.50-12, focaccias €3-3.50, panini €2.50-4; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-9pm Mon-Sat) 
            Together, a 
                forno 
            (baker’s oven) and 
                cantinetta 
            (small cellar) equal a match made in heaven. Sit down at one of just five marble-topped tables, admire prized vintages displayed behind glass in wall-to-ceiling wooden cabinets and sip a glass of wine (€3.50 to €8) produced on the Verrazzano estate in Chianti. The focaccia, perhaps topped with caramelised radicchio or 
                porcini 
            mushrooms, is a must – as is a mixed cold-meat platter (try to ignore the bristly boar legs strung in the small open kitchen).
        

      [image: top-choice]Mariano
                SANDWICH SHOP
             
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via del Parione 19r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-3pm & 5-7.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat)
            
            Our favourite for its simplicity, around since 1973. Sunrise to sunset this brick-vaulted, 13th-century cellar gently buzzes with Florentines propped at the counter sipping coffee, wine or eating salads and 
                panini
            
            . Come here for a coffee-and-pastry breakfast, light lunch, 
                aperitivo
            
            or 
                panino
             
            to eat on the move.

      ‘Ino
                SANDWICH SHOP
             
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via dei Georgofili 3r-7r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun) 
            Artisan ingredients are sourced locally and creatively mixed at this stylish address near the Uffizi. Create your own combination or pick a house special and scoff on the spot with a glass of wine (included in the sandwich price).
        

      I Due Fratellini
                SANDWICH SHOP
             
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.iduefratellini.com; Via dei Cimatori 38r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-8pm Mon-Sat, closed Fri & Sat 2nd half of Jun & all Aug) 
            This hole in the wall has been in business since 1875. Wash 
                panini
             
            down with a beaker of wine and leave the empty on the wooden shelf outside.

      OII Shoppe
                SANDWICH SHOP
             
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.oleum.it; Via Sant’Egidio 22r) 
            Queue at the back of the shop for hot subs, at the front for cold, at this busy student favourite. Choose your own or let chef Alberto Scorzon take the lead with his 10-filling wonder.
        

      
            
                Coquinarius
             
                WINE BAR 
            
              € 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 230 21 53; www.coquinarius.com; Via delle Oche 15r; meals €35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-10.30pm daily)
            
            Nestled within the shadow of the Duomo, this 
                enoteca
             
            (wine bar) is extremely popular with tourists – try the justly famous ravioli with cheese and pear. Bookings essential.

      
            
                La Canova di Gustavino
             
                WINE BAR 
            
              € 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 239 98 06; Via della Condotta 29r; meals €35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight daily)
            
            The emphasis at this atmospheric 
                enoteca
             
            is on Tuscan classics, but it’s perfectly fine to plump for a lighter cheese/salami platter or bruschetta too.

      
        
            
                TOP FIVE GELATERIE
            

            
                Florentines take gelato seriously and there’s healthy rivalry among local 
                    gelaterie artigianale 
                (makers of handmade gelato) who strive to create the city’s creamiest, most flavourful and freshest ice cream. Flavours are seasonal and a cone or tub costs €2/3/4/5 per small/medium/large/maxi.
            

            »
                
                    Vivoli Offline map Google map
                
                    (
                
                
                Via dell’Isola delle Stinche 7; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    7.30am-midnight Mon-Sat, 9am-midnight Sun Apr-Oct, to 9pm Nov-Mar) 
                Inside seating tea-salon style alongside coffee, tea and cakes make this ice-cream shop stand out. Pay at the cash desk then trade receipt for ice. No cones, only tubs.
            

            »
                
                    Grom Offline map Google map
                
                    (
                
                
                www.grom.it; cnr Via del Campanile & Via delle Oche; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10.30am-midnight Apr-Sep, to 11pm Oct-Mar) 
                Rain, haII or shine, queues halfway down the street are a constant at this sweet address; flavours are all delectable and many ingredients organic. Rather tasty hot chocolate and milkshakes too.
            

            »
                
                    La Carraia Offline map Google map
                
                    (
                
                
                Piazza N Sauro 25r; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11am-11pm) 
                Take one look at the constant queue out the door of this bright green-and-citrus shop with its exciting flavours and you know you’re at a real Florentine favourite. Ricotta and pear anyone?
            

            »
                
                    Gelateria dei Neri Offline map Google map
                
                    (
                
                
                Via de’ Neri 22r; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    9am-midnight) 
                Semifreddo-style gelato that is cheaper than its competitors; known for its coconut, gorgonzola and ricotta and fig flavours.
            

            »
                
                    Carabé Offline map Google map
                
                    (
                
                
                www.gelatocarabe.com; Via Ricasoli 60r; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-midnight, closed mid-Dec–mid-Jan) 
                Sicilian gelato, 
                    granita
                
                (sorbet) and 
                    brioche
                
                (ice-cream sandwich); handy while waiting in line to see 
                    David.
                
            

        

      

      
            SANTA MARIA NOVELLA AREA
        

      [image: top-choice]L’Osteria di Giovanni
                TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 28 48 97; www.osteriadigiovanni.it; Via del Moro 22; meals €45; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Fri-Mon, dinner Tue-Thu) 
            It’s not the decor or eclectic choice of wall art that stands out at this wonderfully friendly neighbourhood eatery. It’s the cuisine, staunchly Tuscan and stunningly creative. Think chickpea soup with octopus or pear- and ricotta-stuffed 
                tortelli
            
            (ravioli) bathed in a leek-and-almond cream. Throw in the complimentary glass of sparkling 
                prosecco
            
            as aperitif and subsequent Vin Santo (with homemade 
                cantuccini
             
            – crunchy, almond-studded biscuits – to dunk in) at the end of the meal and you’ll return time and again.

      
        
            
                TIP-TOP PIZZERIAS
            

            
                Expect to pay around €8 for a pizza at these Florentine-recommended addresses:
            

            »
                
                    Gustapizza  Offline map Google map(Via Maggio 46r; h11.30am-3pm & 7-11pm Tue-Sun) Wow! This unpretentious pizzeria by Piazza Santa Spirito gives a new meaning to the word packed. Arrive early to grab a bar stool at a wooden-barrel table and pick from eight pizza types.

»
                Pizzeria del Osteria del Caff Italiano
                 (Via dell'Isola delle Stinche 11-13r; h7.30- 11.30pm Tue-Sun) Simplicity is the buzzword at this pocket-sized pizzeria that makes just three pizza types: Margherita, Napoli and Marinara. No credit cards.

»PizzaMan Offline map Google map(Via dell'Agnolo 79; hnoon-2.30pm & 6.30pm-midnight Mon-Fri, 6.30pm-midnight Sat & Sun) This cheap and cheerful pizzeria with booth-style seating gets rave reviews for its Naples-style pizza (baked in a wood-burning oven) and bargain-basement prices. To lunch cheap, go for the PizzaMan's 6 pizza-and-fries deal or 8 menu.
                

»
                II Pizzaiuolo
                 Offline map Google map(Via dei Macci 113r; pizzas 5-10, pastas 6.50-12; hlunch & dinner Mon-Sat, closed Aug) Young Florentines flock to the Pizza Maker to nosh Neapolitan thick-crust pizzas hot from the wood-fired oven. Bookings are essential for dinner.
                

        

      

      
            
                Osteria dei Centopoveri
             
                TRATTORIA 
            
              €€ 

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 88 46; Via Palazzuolo 31r; meals €30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner daily) 
            The ‘hostel of the hundred poor people’ is no soup kitchen, rather a modern dining option recommended in practically every guidebook. Creative Tuscan is its culinary spin.
        

      
            
                II Latini
             
                TRATTORIA 
            
              €€ 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 09 16; www.illatini.com; Via dei Palchetti 6r; meals €40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Tue-Sun) 
            Another guidebook favourite built around melt-in-your-mouth 
                crostini, 
            Tuscan meats, fine pasta and roasted meats served at shared tables. There are two dinner seatings (7.30pm and 9pm), bookings mandatory.
        

      
            SAN LORENZO & SAN MARCO AREAS
        

      [image: top-choice]Trattoria Mario
                TRATTORIA 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            www.trattoriamario.com; Via Rosina 2; meals €15-25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-3.30pm Mon-Sat, closed 3 weeks Aug)
            
            Arrive at noon to ensure a stool around a shared table at this noisy, busy 
                trattoria – 
            a Florentine legend. The charming Fabio, whose grandfather Mario opened the place in 1953, is front of house and big brother Romeo and nephew Francesco cook with speed and skill in the kitchen. Monday and Thursday is tripe, Friday fish and Saturday the day locals flock here for a brilliantly blue 
                bistecca alla fiorentina
             
            (€35/kg). No advance reservations, no credit cards.

      Nerbone
                MARKET STALL 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Mercato Centrale, Piazza del Mercato Centrale; primi €4, secondi €5-9; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-2pm Mon-Sat)
            
            Forge your way past cheese, meat and sausage stalls in Florence’s central market to join the lunchtime queue at Nerbone, in the biz since 1872. Go local and order 
                trippa alla fiorentina 
            or 
                panini con bollito 
            (boiled-beef bun, dunked in the meat’s juices before serving). Eat standing up or fight for a table.
        

      La Mescita
                WINE BAR 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Via degli Alfani 70r; mains €5-10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10.30am-4pm Mon-Sat, closed Aug) 
            Conveniently close to 
                David
            
            and the Galleria dell’Accademia, this part 
                enoteca 
            part 
                fiaschetteria 
            (wine seller)
             
            is an unapologetically old-fashioned place from 1927. It serves Tuscan specialities such as 
                maccheroni 
            with sausage and 
                insalata di farro 
            (spelt salad), and has a great marble-topped bar propped up by noontime tipplers.
        

      
            
                Il
             
                Vegetariano
             
                VEGETARIAN
             
              € 
Offline map

            
                (
            
            
            
                www.il-vegetariano.it; Via delle Ruote 30r; meals €15-20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Tue-Fri, dinner Sat & Sun)
             
            This self-service veggie restaurant cooks up a great selection of Tuscan vegetable dishes, build-your-own salads and mains eaten around shared wooden tables.

      
        
          [image: dont-miss]
        

        
                
                    PIAZZA DELLA PASSERA
                

                
                    This bijou square with no passing traffic is a gourmet gem. Pick from cheap wholesome tripe in various guises at 
                        II Magazzino
                     Offline map Google map
                        (
                    
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        055 21 59 69; www.tripperiailmagazzino.com; Piazza della Passera 2/3; meals €25; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        lunch & dinner daily)
                    
                    or pricier Tuscan classics at 
                        Trattoria 4 Leoni
                    Offline map Google map 
                        (
                    
                    
                    
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        055 21 85 62; www.4leoni.com; Piazza della Passera 2/3; meals from €35; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        lunch & dinner daily), 
                    known for its 
                        bistecca all fiorentina (T-bone steak) 
                    that it’s cooked up since 1550; reservations essential.
                

            

      


      
            
            
            SANTA CROCE
        

      [image: top-choice]Teatro del Sale
                TRADITIONAL ITALIAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      
            Offline map Google map

                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 200 14 92; www.teatrodelsale.com; Via dei Macci 111r; breakfasts/lunches/dinners €7/20/30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9-11am, 12.30-2.30pm & 7-11pm Tue-Sat Sep-Jul) 
            Aptly set in an old Florentine theatre, this members-only club is the brainchild of larger-than-life Florentine chef Fabio Picchi. Teatro del Sale serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, culminating at 9.30pm in a live performance of drama, music or comedy arranged by artistic director and famous comic actress (and Picchi’s wife) Maria Cassi. Dinners are hectic affairs and advance reservations are essential: grab a chair, serve yourself water, wine and antipasti and wait for Picchi to yell out what’s just about to be served before queuing at the glass hatch for your 
                primo (first course) 
            and 
                secondo (second course).
             
            Dessert and coffee are laid out buffet-style just prior to the performance.

      [image: top-choice]Trattoria Cibrèo
                TRATTORIA 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via dei Macci 122r; meals €35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                12.50-2.30pm & 6.50-11.15pm Tue-Sat Sep-Jul) 
            Dine here and you’ll instantly understand why a queue gathers outside before it opens. Once in, revel in top-notch Tuscan cuisine: perhaps ricotta and potato flan with a rich meat sauce, puddle of olive oII and grated Parmesan (divine!) or a simple plate of polenta, followed by homemade sausages, beans in a spicy tomato sauce and braised celery. No advance reservations, no credit cards, no coffee and arrive early to snag a table.
        

      Pin Gusto
                ASIAN FUSION 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 23 44 397; www.pingusto.com; Via della Mattonaia 2-18; lunches/dinners €10/20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner daily) 
            A great cheap-eat recommended by several savvy Florentines, this modern dining address behind Sant’ Ambrogio market cooks up a bottomless lunch buffet (€10) built around hot and cold sushi, wok and fusion dishes. Dinner – a busy affair hence best to reserve one of two sittings (7.30pm and 9.30pm) – sees grilled meats added to the excellent-value, eat-as-much-as-you-can equation.
        

      Francesco Vini
                TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 87 37; www.francescovini.com; Piazza de’ Peruzzi 8r; meals €40, pizzas €6-10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner daily) 
            Built on top of Roman ruins, this surprise address with striking glass facade sits on one of Florence’s quintessentially quiet, stumble-upon-by-accident squares. Winter dining is between bottle-lined wall and red brick and in summer everything spills outside. But it is the wine list, packed with all the Tuscan greats, that is Francesco’s real pride and joy.
        

      Antico Noè  
                OSTERIA 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Volta di San Piero 6r; meals €25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight Mon-Sat) 
            Don’t be put off by the dank alley in which this old butcher’s shop with white marble-clad walls and wrought-iron meat hooks is found. The drunks loitering outside are generally harmless and the down-to-the-earth Tuscan fodder served is a real joy. For a quick bite, go for a 
                panini
            
            from the adjoining 
                fiaschetteria.
             
            No credit cards.

      Osteria del Caffè 
            Italiano  
                TRADITIONAL TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 28 90 20; www.caffeitaliano.it; Via dell’Isola delle Stinche 11-13r; meals €40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Tue-Sun) 
            The menu at this cosy 
                osteria
            
            (casual tavern or eatery presided over by a host) – a veteran in the Florence dining scene – is packed with simple classics such as 
                mozzarella di bufala (buffalo mozzarella) 
            with Parma ham, ravioli stuffed with ricotta and 
                cavolo nero 
            (black cabbage), and the city’s famous 
                bistecca alla fiorentina 
            (per kg €50). Find it on the ground floor of 14th-century Palazzo Salviati.
        

      Caffè Italiano Sud
                ITALIAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 28 93 68; Via della Vigna Vecchia; meals €25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30-11pm Tue-Sun) 
            Fronted by two potted olive trees, chef Umberto Montano’s ode to southern Italy is a change from the Tuscan norm. Loads of homemade pasta, including unusual dishes from his native Puglia, stars on the menu and house wine comes in pitchers drawn from traditional 58L straw-cushioned glass flasks.
        

      
            THE OLTRARNO
        

      [image: top-choice]II Santo Bevitore
                MODERN TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 12 64; www.ilsantobevitore.com; Via di Santo Spirito 64-66r; meals €35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner daily Sep-Jul) 
            Reserve in advance or arrive at 7.30pm to snag the last of the remaining tables at this raved-about address, an understated ode to stylish dining where gastronomes dine by candlelight in a cavernous whitewashed, wood- and bottle-lined interior. The menu is a creative reinvention of seasonal classics, and different for lunch and dinner: hand-chopped beef tartare, chestnut 
                millefeuille
            
            and lentils, puréed purple cabbage soup with mozzarella cream and anchovy syrup, acacia honey 
                bavarese
             
            (type of firm, creamy mousse) with Vin Santo–marinated dried fruits…

      [image: top-choice]II Ristoro
                TUSCAN 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 26 45 569; Borgo San Jacopo 48r; meals €20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-4pm Mon, noon-10pm Tue-Sun)
            
            A disarmingly simple address not to be missed, this two-room restaurant with deli counter is a great budget choice. Pick from classics like 
                pappa al pomodoro
             
            (tomato and bread soup) or a plate of cold cuts and swoon at views of the Arno swirling beneath your feet.

      [image: top-choice]Gustpanino
            
                SANDWICH SHOP 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Piazza Santa Spirito; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun) 
            It’s dead simple to spot what many Florentines rate as the city’s best 
                enopaninoteca
             
            (hip wine and sandwich stop), with no seating but bags of square space and church steps outside – just look for the long line in front.

      Trattoria La Casalinga
                TRATTORIA 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 86 24; Via de’ Michelozzi 9r; meals €25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Mon-Sat)
            
            Family run and locally loved, this busy unpretentious place is one of Florence’s cheapest trattorias. You’ll be relegated behind locals in the queue – it’s a fact of life and not worth protesting – with the eventual reward being hearty peasant dishes such as 
                bollito misto con salsa verde
             
            (mixed boiled meats with green sauce).

      Trattoria Bordino
                TRATTORIA 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 30 48; www.trattoriabordino.it; Via Stracciatella 9r; meals €25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Mon-Sat) 
            If eat cheap is your mantra, Bordino is your address. Hidden behind Chiesa di Santa Felicità, not far from Ponte Vecchio, this pocket-sized 
                trattoria
             
            cooks up all the classics and a great-value €7 lunch.

      Olio & Convivium
                TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 265 81 98; Via di Santo Spirito 4; meals €40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Tue-Sat, lunch Mon) 
            A key address on any gastronomy agenda: your taste buds will tingle at the sight of the legs of ham, conserved truffles, wheels of cheese, artisan-made bread and other delectable delicatessen products sold in its shop. Dine out back.
        

      II Guscio
                TUSCAN 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map

            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 22 44 21; www.ristoranteilgusciofirenze.com; Via dell’Orto 49; meals €40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Tue-Sat) 
            Exceptional dishes come out of the kitchen of this family-run gem in San Frediano. Meat and fish are given joint billing, with triumphs such as white-bean soup with prawns and fish joining superbly executed mains, including guinea fowl breast in balsamic vinegar, on the sophisticated menu.
        

      
        
            
                TRIPE: FAST-FOOD FAVOURITE
            

            
                When Florentines fancy a fast munch on the move, they flit by a 
                    trippaio – 
                a cart on wheels or mobile stand – for a tripe 
                    panini
                
                . Think cow’s stomach chopped up, boiled, sliced, seasoned and bunged between bread.
            

            
                One of those great bastions of good old-fashioned Florentine tradition, 
                    trippai 
                still going strong include the cart on the southwest corner of 
                    Mercato Nuovo
                 Offline map Google map
                    L’Antico Trippaio
                Offline map Google map (Piazza dei Cimatori);
                 
                    Pollini
                Offline map Google map (Piazza Sant’ Ambrogio)
                
                ; and hole-in-the-wall 
                    Da Vinattieri
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                Via Santa Margherita 4)
                
                . Pay €3.50 for a 
                    panini
                
                with tripe doused in 
                    salsa verde 
                (pea-green sauce of smashed parsley, garlic, capers and anchovies) or garnished with salt, pepper and ground chilli. Alternatively, opt for a bowl of 
                    lampredotto 
                (cow’s fourth stomach chopped and simmered for hours).
            

        

      

      
            SELF-CATERING
        

      Mercato Centrale
                MARKET 
            
                €
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Piazza del Mercato Centrale; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-2pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat) 
            Central food market inside an iron-and-glass structure dating to 1874.
        

      Mercato di Sant’Ambrogio
                MARKET 
            
                €
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza Ghiberti; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-2pm Mon-Sat) 
            Outdoor food market with intimate, local flavour.
        

      
            [image: categorydrinkpng]
            Drinking
        

      Florence’s drinking scene is split between
                enoteche
            
            (increasingly hip wine bars that invariably make great eating addresses too), trendy bars with lavish 
                aperitivo
             
            buffets, and traditional cafes that double as lovely lunch venues.

      Nothing whets one’s appetite for Florentine lifestyle better than hanging out in an
                enoteca
            
            , glass of Chianti in hand.
        

      The other bars listed have that all-essential
                aperitivo
             
            (predinner drinks from around 7pm to 10pm) and/or late-night cocktails (around midnight before clubbing), two trends embraced with gusto by Florentines. Live music is the common denominator.

      If you visit one of the historic cafes, remember, a coffee taken sitting down at a table is three to four times more expensive than one standing up at the bar: a cappuccino costs around €1.40/5.50 standing up/sitting down and a hot chocolate €2.50/6.

      [image: top-choice]Le Volpi e l’Uva
                WINE BAR
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            www.levolpieluva.com; Piazza dei Rossi 1; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-9pm Mon-Sat) 
            The city’s best 
                enoteca
             
                con degustazione
            
            (wine bar with tasting) bar none: this intimate address chalks up an impressive list of wines by the glass (€3.50 to €8). To attain true bliss indulge in 
                crostini 
            (toasted breads; €6.50) topped with honeyed speck or 
                lardo (pork fat),
             
            or a platter of boutique Tuscan cheeses (cheese or meat platters €8 to €12).

      [image: top-choice]II Santino
                WINE BAR
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Via Santo Spirito 34; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                daily) 
            Just a few doors down from one of Florence’s best gourmet addresses is this pocket-sized wine bar, run by the same gastronomic folk and packed every evening. Inside, squat modern stools contrast with old brick walls but the real action is outside, from around 9pm, when the buoyant wine-loving crowd spills onto the street.
        

      Clubhouse
                BAR
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                055 21 14 27; www.theclubhouse.it; Via de’ Ginori 6r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight daily) 
            Rave reviews from Florentines as well as resident and visting Anglophones is all this thoroughly modern American bar, pizzeria and restaurant in San Marco gets. Handily close to 
                David,
             
            it is the perfect drinking-dining hybrid any time of day, and that includes Sunday brunch. Design buffs will love its faintly industrial, cavernous vibe.

      
        
          [image: info]
        

        
            
                APERI-CENA
            

            
                
                    Aperi-cena
                
                
                    ,
                
                a brilliant cent-saving trick and trend among students and 20-somethings in Florence, translates as an 
                    aperitif
                
                buffet so copious it 
                as 
                    cena
                 
                (dinner). Firm Florentine favourites are Kitsch (Click here
                ), Slowly (
                Click here
                ) and Obikà (
                Click here
                ).
            

        

      

      [image: top-choice]Sky Lounge Continentale
                BAR
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            www.continentale.it; Vicolo dell Oro 6r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                2.30-11.30pm daily Apr-Sep) 
            This rooftop bar with wooden decking terrace accessible from the 5th floor of the Ferragamo-owned Hotel Continentale is as chic as one would expect of a fashion-house hotel. Its evening 
                aperitivo
             
            buffet might be a modest affair, but who cares with that fabulous, drop-dead-gorgeous panorama of one of Europe’s most beautiful cities. Dress the part or feel out of place.

      Caffè Giacosa
                CAFE
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.caffegiacosa.com; Via della Spada 10r)
            
            This small cafe is as famous for what it was – an 1815 child, Negroni inventor and hub of Anglo-Florentine sophistication during the interwar years – as what it is today (hip cafe of local hotshot designer Roberto Cavalli, whose flagship boutique is next door). Giacosa is known for its reasonable prices and also runs the equally hip cafe across the street in the courtyard of 
                Palazzo Strozzi
            
            .
        

      Caffè Rivoire
                CAFE
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza della Signoria 4) 
            The golden oldie in which to refuel after an Uffizi or Palazzo Vecchio visit, this pricey little number with unbeatable people-watching terrace has produced the city’s most exquisite chocolate since 1872. Black-jacketed barmen with ties set the formal tone.
        

      Golden View Open Bar
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.goldenviewopenbar.com; Via de’ Bardi 58; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30am-1.30am) 
            Of course it is touristy given its prime location near Ponte Vecchio, but it is worth a pit stop – preferably at 
                aperitivo
             
            hour when chic Florentines sip cocktails (€10/12 at bar/table), slurp oysters (€15) and watch the Arno swirling below their feet. Art exhibitions and live jazz from 8.30pm.

      Eby’s Bar
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Via dell’ Oriuolo 5r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-3am Mon-Sat) 
            A lively student crowd packs out this young, fun address with wooden bench tucked outside in an alleyway. The kitchen is Mexican – think great-value lunch platters and all-day salads, crêpes, burritos and so on – and the drinks menu laden with fruity cocktails.
        

      Slowly
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.slowlycafe.com; Via Porta Rossa 63r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9pm-3am Mon-Sat, closed Aug) 
            Sleek and sometimes snooty, Slowly is known for its glam interior, Florentine Lotharios and lavish fruit-garnished cocktails – €10 including buffet during 
                aperitivo
             
            hour, which lasts untII 10.30pm. Ibiza-style lounge tracks dominate the turntable.

      Kitsch
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
                 
                & 
            Click here
            
                ; www.kitsch-bar.com; Piazza Beccaria & Via San Gallo 22r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6.30pm-2.30am; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Known among every cent-conscious Florentine for its lavish 
                aperitivi
             
            spread (€8.50 including a drink, 6.30pm to 10pm), this hipster American-styled bar lures a 20s- to early-30s crowd out for a good time. The second Kitsch on Via San Gallo has a lovely, chandelier-lit shabby-chic exterior and animal-print seating. Live bands.

      Lochness Lounge
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.lochnessfirenze.com; Via de’ Benci 19r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7pm-2am) 
            Lochness is a sassy, vintage-cool music-and-cocktaII venue with an Andy Warhol twist to its bold interior. Dane-turned-native Trine West is the creative force behind the place and DJs spin alternative sounds most nights. Drinks cost €5 during the daily 7pm to 10pm ‘happy hour’; check Facebook for the week’s line-up.
        

      Moyo
                BAR
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            www.moyo.it; Via de’ Benci 23r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-2am Mon-Sat, 9am-3am Sun; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Free wi-fi untII 7.30pm pulls in the crowds at this trendy all-rounder, popular for breakfast (€7 to €10), lunch (€8), 
                aperitivi
             
            or late-night drinks. Cocktails (€7) are big – cranberry martini with lemon juice and triple sec is the house speciality – and DJs spin tip-top tunes Thursday to Saturday. And the decor? Think chandelier and bamboo!

      Caffè Gilli
                CAFE
            
        

      Offline map Google map

      
            
                (
            
            
            Piazza della Repubblica 3r)
            
            The most famous of a trio of historic cafes atop the city’s old Roman forum, Gilli has been serving utterly delectable cakes, chocolates, fruit tartlets and 
                millefoglie 
            (sheets of puff pastry filled with rich vanilla or chocolate chantilly cream) since 1733. It moved here in 1910 and has a beautifully preserved art nouveau interior.
        

      
            
                Sei Divino 
            
                WINE BAR
            
             

            
                (Borgo Ognissanti 42r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                daily) 
            This stylish ‘wine gallery’ hosts one of Florence’s most happening 
                aperitivo 
            scenes, complete with music, the odd exhibition and plenty of pavement action.
        

      
            
                Fiaschetteria Nuvoli
             
              WINE BAR 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            Piazza dell’Olio 15r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-9pm Mon-Sat) 
            Pull up a stool on the street and chat with a regular over a glass of 
                vino della casa 
            (house wine) at this old-fashioned 
                fiaschetteria
            
            , a street away from the Duomo.
        

      
            
                ZEB
             
                WINE BAR
            
          
Offline map

            
                (
            
            
            
                www.zebgastronomia.com; Via San Miniato 2r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-8pm Thu, Mon & Tue, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat) 
            This modern, minimalist 
                enoteca
             
            with a lovely choice of cold cuts at the deli-style counter sits afoot the hill leading up to Piazzale Michelangelo – enter the perfect pit stop post-panorama.

      
            
                Dolce Vita
             
              BAR 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            www.dolcevitaflorence.com; Piazza del Carmine 6r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                5pm-2am Tue-Sun, closed 2 weeks Aug)
            
            For the city’s hip set the other side of the river, this 1980s favourite remains 
                the
             
            address.

      
            
                Lion’s Fountain
             
              IRISH PUB 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            www.thelionsfountain.com; Borgo degli Albizi 34r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-2am)
             
            If you have the urge to hear more English than Italian – or local bands play – come here. In summer the beer-loving crowd spills across most of the square.

      
            
                Colle Bereto
             
              BAR 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            www.collebereto.com; Piazza Strozzi 5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-2am Tue-Sun; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            The local fashion scene’s bar of choice, uberstylish Colle Bereto is where the bold and the beautiful come to see or be seen.
        

      
            
                The Old Stove
             
              IRISH PUB 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
                        
            Piazza di San Giovanni 3; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-2am) 
            A firm favourite among expats and foreign students, this tiny packed space has a wooden terrace facing the baptistry and a sought-after terrace for two up top.
        

      
            
                Rex Caffé
             
              BAR 
Offline map Google map

            
                (
            
            
            Via Fiesolana 25r; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6pm-3am Sep-May) 
            Another firm long-term favourite, down-to-earth Rex sports great drinks and an artsy Gaudi-inspired interior.
        

    

  


End of sample
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GLOSSARY

alblbazia — abbey
agritrisire — tourist
accommodation on farms;
“zrm stays

(pizza) al taglio — (pizza)
by ite slce

albergo - hotel

alfmentar — grocery shop;
delicatessen

anfiteatre - amokitrezre
apertive - pre-evenirg-
rrez. dring and snac<

AFT — Azierda di Promoz -
one Ta-stica; local town o~
city “ovurist office

autiesiradsa — motorwey:
highway

pettistere — bapistry

oo oteca — libra~y
biglietto - ticket

borgo - archaic name for a
smell “owr, vil age or town
sector (often dairg to Mid-
dle Ages)

camera - room

eczrpe — feld; also a scuare
in Venice

cappella - chapel

ezra binierd — police with
military and civil duties
Cartevale — carnival serioc
between Eniprany and Lent
czss — house

castello - castle
cattedrale — cathedrel
cenire steries — nistoric
centre

certesa — rrorestery be-
ongirg to o “ourded by
Carthus an moi<s

chiesa — church

chiostiro = cloiste~; covered
wa kway, Jsually enclosed
by columns, arcund a
quacrargle

elrra = sunrric

efitid — town; city

citta alta — upper town
citta bassa - lower town
colorrzg = colur-r

cormune — egulivalert to a
r-Lrcipality or couny; a
town or city council;

{ historically, a self-governing
i town or city

i contrada - district

 corso — boulevard

duomo - cathedral

{ enoteca — wine bar
i espresso - short black
i coffee

ferrovia - railway

i festa — feast day; holiday
i fontana - fountain

foro - forum

i funivia - cable car

i gelateria — ice-cream shop
i giardino - garden

i golfo — gulf

i grotta - cave

i isola — island

lagoe — a<e
i largo - small square
i lido — beach

i locanda - inn; small hotel

{ lungomare - seafront road/ }
i promenade

{ mar, mare - sea
masseria — working “arm
i mausoleo — mausoleum;
i stately and magnificent

i tomb

i mercato — market

i monte — mountain

necropell — enciert rame

i for cemetery or burial site

i nord - north

nwraghe — negelickic stone
i fortress in Sardinia

: osteria - casual tavern or
; eatery presided over by a
¢ nost

i palazzo — mansion; palace;
i large building of any type,

i including an apartment

i block

i palio — contest

i parco - park

i passeggiata — traditional
i evening stroll
pasticearia — cake/astry
i shop

pensiene — gueshouse
piazza - square

i piazzale - large open

i square

i pieta - literally ‘pity’ or

: ‘compassion’; sculpture,

i drawing or painting of the
i dead Christ supported by
: the Madonna

i pinacoteca — art gallery
i ponte - bridge

porta - gate; door

i porto — port

i reale - royal

i rifugio — mountain hut;

i accommodation in the Alps
Migtoremie — ~estaurant

i rocca - fortress

i sala — room; hall
i salumeria — delicatessen
i santuario — sanctuary;

1. the part of a church above

i the altar; 2. an especially

i holy place in a temple

i (antiquity)

i sassi — literally ‘stones’;

i stone houses built in two

i ravines in Matera, Basilicata
i scalinata — staircase

scavi — excavations

i sestiere — city district in
fVerce

spleggie — beacn

i stazione - station

i stazione marittima - ferry
i terminal

i strada - street; road

i sud - south

i superstrada — expressway;
i highway with divided lanes

tarivto — trufie

i tavola calda - literally "hot
: table’; pre-prepared meat,

i pasta and vegetable selec-

i tion, often self-service
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Tuscany has more than its fair share
of highlights, but few can match the
glorious indulgence of a leisurely

drive through Chianti. On offer is an
intoxicating blend of scenery, acclaimed
restaurants and ruby-red wine.

® SHOVINI LANVTd ATANO'T/ A4MINY ¥AA NVA NNATO

» Heading south from Florence along the SR222

Florence Q,

=

&

s

é Chianti

= Fiorentino

g

z

2 Castello di

5 Verrazzano @

° Badia di OGrevein

Passignano O Chianti
San Donato QPanzano
in Poggio Q- in Chianti
Madonna di
Pietracupa
CastellinaQ S
in Chianti e
(Via Chiantigiana), stop to prime your palate with g
a wine tasting or lunch at the historic z
. Continue to the major town in Chianti z

Fiorentino, . Visit its Museo del %
Vino to learn about the history of Chianti’s centu- e} 2
ries-old wine industry and then test your newfound Siena &
knowledge over a self-directed tasting in the nearby °
Cantine di Greve in Chianti. medieval towns such as
» Next day, head to the idyllically located wine estate where you can sample award-winning modern
of to enjoy a tour and tasting Tuscan cuisine at La Locanda di Pietracupa.
f(.)llowe.d by lunch in the acclaimed restaurant Osteria » On the final leg to , travel via the scenic
di Passignano. In the late afternoon, watch the sun set SP76 to the major town

over the vineyards at La Cantinetta di Passignano. in the Chianti Senese, where you can sample and

» On day three, carnivores may wish to head purchase acclaimed local wines in a number of
to to enjoy lunch at one of enoteche (wine shops).

Dario Cecchini’s acclaimed eateries. Alternatively,

meander along the narrow roads west of the Via

Chiantigiana, visiting the late-Renaissance sanctu-

ary of the and small

Chianti Classico 2. Vineyard, Badia di Passignano
Dario Cecchini, Panzano in Chianti 4. Wine barrels
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composition. His The Birth of Venus

(c 1485), now in Florence’s Uffizi, was one
of the most successful attempts to solve this
problem. It’s not perfect — witness Venus’
unnaturally elongated neck — but it was
certainly an impressive attempt.

By the early 16th century (Cinquecento), the
epicentre of artistic excellence and innovation
shifted from Florence to Rome and Venice. This
reflected the political and social realities of the
period, namely the transfer of power in Florence
from the Medicis to the moral-crusading, book-
burning friar Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98),
and the desire of the popes in Rome to counter
the influence of Martin Luther’s Reformation by
turning the Church’s home town into a glorious,
humbling showpiece.

Among the architects commissioned in Rome
was Donato Bramante (1444—1514). A devotee
of pure classicism, his perfectly proportioned
Tempietto of the Chiesa di San Pietro in
Montorio is often lauded as the pinnacle of
High Renaissance architecture. This petite
wonder would influence Andrea Palladio (1508—
80) when designing La Rotonda in Vicenza.
The Veneto-based Palladio was northern Italy’s
greatest Renaissance architect, his trademark
Palladian villas including the Brenta Riviera’s
Villa Foscari.

Bramante himself would go on to design
St Peter’s Basilica, its dome designed by
one of the era’s true geniuses: Michelangelo
Buonarotti (1475-1564). Despite his aptitude
for architecture, Michelangelo saw himself
first and foremost as a sculptor, creating
incomparable works like the Pieta in St Peter’s
Basilica and David in Florence’s Galleria
dell’Accademia. As a painter, he would adorn
the ceiling of Rome’s Sistine Chapel, creating
figures that were not just realistic, but emotive
visual representations of the human experience.

Michelangelo was one of three multi-talented
‘Renaissance men’ to unalterably change the
face of Western art. Leonardo da Vinci (1452—
1519) took what some critics have described as
the decisive step in the history of Western art
— abandoning the balance that had previously
been maintained between colour and line in
painting and choosing to modulate his contours

Boticelli’s La Primavera 2. Ghiberti’s bronze panels,
baptistry, Florence 3. Michelangelo’s David.

© SEOVINI LANY'Id ATANOT/ SW13 DFUD

using colour. This technique, called sfumato, is
perfectly displayed in his Mona Lisa (now in
the Louvre in Paris). The third, Raphael Santi
(1483-1520), would rise to the aforementioned
challenge faced by the Quattrocento painters

— achieving harmonious and perspectively
accurate arrangement of figures — in works like
Triumph of Galatea (¢ 1514) in Rome’s Villa
Farnesina and La Scuola d’Atene (The School
of Athens) in the Vatican Museums’ Stanza
della Segnatura.
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While Leonardo, Michelangelo and Raphael
focused on figure arrangement and form to
achieve visual unity, their Venetian contem-
poraries Giorgione (¢ 1477-1510) and Titian

(c 1490-1576) took a different path, seeking
unified compositions through colour and light.
Giorgione’s airy, enigmatic La Tempesta (The
Storm) in Venice’s Gallerie dell’ Accademia is a
particularly fine example.
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Key Words

bar locale lo-ka-le

bottle bottiglia bo-tee-lya

breakfast prima pree-ma
colazione ko-la-tsyo-ne

cafe bar bar

cold freddo fre-do

dinner cena che-na

drink list lista delle lee-stade-le
bevande be-van-de

fork forchetta for-ke-ta

glass bicchiere bee-kye-re

grocery store  alimentari alee-men-ta-ree

hot caldo kal-do

knife coltello kol-te-lo

lunch pranzo pran-dzo

market mercato mer-ka-to

menu ment me-noo

plate piatto pya-to

restaurant ristorante ree-sto-ran-te

spicy piccante pee-kan-te

spoon cucchiaio koo-kya-yo

vegetarian vepelarisiin vije-taoann

(food)
with con kon
without senza sen-tsa

Meat & Fish
beef manzo
chicken pollo
duck anatra
fish pesce
herring aringa
lamb agnello
lobster aragosta

Signs

Entrata/Ingresso

Uscita

Aperto

Chiuso

Informazioni

Proibito/Vietato

Gabinetti/Servizi

Uomini

Donne

man-dzo
po-lo
a-na-tra
pe-she
a-reen-ga
a-nye-lo
atagosta

Entrance
Exit

Open
Closed
Information
Prohibited
Toilets

Men
Women

: veal

i meat carne
| mussels cozze
oysters ostriche
pork maiale
prawn gambero
 salmon salmone
scallops capasante
seafood frutti di
: mare
¢ shrimp gambero
squid calamari
! trout trota
tuna taneio
turkey tacchino
vitello

kar-ne
ko-tse
o-stree-ke
ma-ya-le
gam-be-ro
sal-mo-ne
ka-pa-san-te
froo-tee dee
ma-re

gam-be-ro
ka-la-ma-ree
troda

tg-rip
ta-kee-no
vee-te-lo
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me-la
fa-jo-lee
ka-vo-lo
pe-pe-ro-ne
ka-ro-ta
ka-vol-fyo-re
che-tree-o-lo
froo-ta
00-va

lee-mo-ne
len-tee-kye
foon-gee
no-chee
chee-po-le
a-ran-cha
pe-ska
pee-ze-lee
a-na-nas
proo-nya
patate
spee-na-chee
po-mo-do-ree
ver-doo-ra

pa-ne
boo-ro
for-ma-jo
wo-va

. Fruit & Vegetables
apple mela
beans fagioli
cabbage cavolo
capsicum peperone
{ carrot carota
cauliflower cavolfiore
cucumber cetriolo
fruit frutta
grapes uva
 lemon limone
lentils lenticchie
mushroom funghi
nuts noci

¢ onions cipolle
orange arancia
peach pesca
peas piselli
pineapple ananas

: plum prugna
potaloes pataie
spinach spinaci
tomatoes pomodori
 vegetables verdura
e —
. Other

: bread pane
 butter burro
cheese formaggio
eggs uova
honey miele

mye-le
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDEBOOK

[T'S REALLY VERY SIMPLE.

UNDERLINED TEXT
LINKS TO OTHER PAGES,
DESTINATIONS AND MAPS

VIEW MAPS ONLINE VIA GOOGLE MAPS,
AND OFFLINE INSIDE THE GUIDEBOOK

DOUBLE TAP MAP TO PINCH,
Z0OM AND EXPLORE AREAS

MAP KEY ITEMS TAKE YOU TO THE REVIEW

TIPS

. USE BOOKMARKS TO QUICKLY 7. TOUCH A WORD TO ADD NOTES AND
RETURN TO A PAGE PERSONALISE YOUR GUIDEBOOK

3 FORTHE BEST READING EXPERIENCE:
» Open‘Settings’ ig#
> Select ‘iBooks’ s ‘
> Turn ‘Full Justification’ to ‘off’ B hupheratien [ on |

Full Justification
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ice ghiaccio gya-cho

jam marmellata mar-me-la-ta
noodles pasta pas-ta

oil olio o-lyo

pepper pepe pe-pe

rice riso ree-zo

salt sale sale

L B meenesdra

Soy sauce salsa di soia sal-sadeeso-ya :
sugar zucchero tsoo-ke-ro :
vinegar aceto a-che-to

Drinks
beer birra bee-ra
coffee caffe ka-fe
(orange) succo s00-ko

juice (d'arancia) (da-ran-cha)
milk latte la-te
red wine vino rosso vee-no ro-so
soft drink bibita bee-bee-ta
tea té te
(mineral) acqua akwa

water (minerale) (mee-ne-ra-le)
white wine vino bianco vee-no byan-ko

EMERGENCIES

Help!

Aiuto! a-yoo-to

Leave me alone!

Lasciami in pace! la-sha-mee een pa-che
I'mlost.

Mi sono perso/a. (m/f) mee so-no per-so/a
There’s been an accident.

C'é statoun che sta-to oon
incidente. een-chee-den-te

Call the police!

Chiami la polizia! kya-mee la po-lee-tsee-a
Call a doctor!

Chiami un medico! kya-mee oon me-dee-ko
Where are the toilets?

Dove sono i do-ve so-no ee
gabinetti? ga-bee-ne-tee

Question Words

How? Come? ko-me
What? Checosa?  keko-za
When? Quando? kwan-do
Where? Dove? do-ve
Who? Chi? kee
Why? Perché? per-ke

L P

i Mi sento male. mee sen-to ma-le

i Ithurts here.

i Mifamale qui. mee fa ma-le kwee
{ 'mallergicto...

i Sonoallergico/aa... (m/f) so-noalerjee-ko/aa...

SHOPPING & SERVICES

: Idlike tobuy ...
Vorrei comprare ... vo-ray kom-pra-re ...
¢ I'mjust looking.
i Sto solo guardando. sto so:lo gwar-dan-do

: Canllook at it?

Posso dare un'occhiata? po-so da-re oo-no-kya-ta

i How much is this?

i Quanto costaquesto?  kwan-to kos-ta kwe-sto
i It's too expensive.

i Etroppo caro/a. (m/f)  etro-poka-ro/a

Can you lower the price?

i Puo farmi lo sconto? pwo far-mee lo skon-to
i There’s a mistake in the bill.

i C'éunerrore nel conto.  che oo-ne-ro-re nel kon-to
ATM Bancomat ban-ko-mat

i post office ufficio oo-fee-cho

] postale pos-ta-le

i tourist office  ufficio del oo-fee-cho del
turismo too-reez‘mo

: TIME & DATES

i What time isit? Cheoraé? keo-rae

{ It'sone o'clock. £ /'una. eloo-na

It’s (two) Sono le (due). so-no le (doo-e)
:  o'clock.

Half past (one). (L'una)e (loo-na) e
R, edzy
inthemoming  di mattina dee ma-tee-na
in the afternoon  di pomeriggio dee po-me-ree-jo
inthe evening  disera dee se-ra
yesterday ieri ye-ree

today oggi o-jee
tomorrow domani do-ma-nee
Monday lunedi loo-ne-dee
 Tuesday martedi mar-te-dee

: Wednesday mercoledi mer-ko-le-dee
Thursday giovedi jo-ve-dee
Friday venerdi ve-ner-dee
Saturday sabato sa-ba-to
Sunday domenica do-me-nee-ka
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mum extent permitted. disclaim all liabilty aising fromits use.
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Icons
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These symbols will help you find the listings you want:

© Sights
Z Activities
g Courses

& Tours

**:‘ Festivals & Events
H Sleeping

,¢ Eating

? Drinking

ﬁ Entertainment

ﬂ Shopping

0 Information/
Transport

These symbols give you the vital information for each listing:

Telephone Numbers
Opening Hours
Parking
Nonsmoking
Air-Conditioning
Internet Access

@B B el

Reviews are organised by author preference.

Map Legend
Sights

Beach

Buddhist

Castle

Christian

Hindu

Islamic

Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery
Ruin
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo

Other Sight
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Activities, Courses
& Tours

@  Diving/Snorkelling
@  Canoeing/Kayaking
@  Skiing
@  Surfing
@  Swimming/Pool
@  Walking
®  Windsurfing
®  Other Activity/
Course/Tour
Sleeping
©  Sleeping
© Camping
Eating

& Eating

& Wi-Fi Access Bus
2  Swimming Pool & Ferry
Vegetarian Selection M Metro
English-Language Menu  [S] ~ Subway
(+#  Family-Friendly London Tube
&  Pet-Friendly Tram
Train
Drinking Routes
©  Drinking T
o lde - Freeway
Entertainment e :nmarg
@  Entertainment ecr'Jn Ay,
Tertiary
Shopping Lane
®  Shopping Unsealed Road
Information i laza/Mall
©  Post Office LR Steps
@  Tourist Information ¥ - .
—— Pedestrian
Transport Overpass
@  Airport s Walking Tour
@  Border Crossing = == Walking Tour
® Bus Detour
+H@+ Eabje (Iiar/ i
unicular :
. Boundaries
Cycli
- _®_ B Fz: i === |nternational
o Metrr):J —--— State/Province
=@ Monorail 0 DISPUted
© Parking ~  Regional/Suburb
© SBahn Marine Park
® Tai ——— Cliff
<@+ Train/Railway Wel
@ Tram Population
@  Tube Station &  Capital (National)
® U-Bahn ® ?Sapita}P )
tate/Province,
© GG O  City/Large Town
o Town/Village

Look out for
these icons:

Our author’s
recommendation

No payment
required

Agreenor
sustainable option
Our authors have nominated
these places as demonstrating
a strong commitment to
sustainability - for example by
supporting local communities
and producers, operating in an
environmentally friendly way,
or supporting conservation
projects.

Geographic
@  Hut/Shelter
&  Lighthouse
@  Lookout
A Mountain/Volcano
@ Oasis
© Park
)C  Pass
@  Picnic Area
@  Waterfall
Hydrography

“__ River/Creek
< Intermittent River
i Swamp/Mangrove
Reef
“w_» Canal
< Water
< Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Areas
.- Beach/Desert

Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)

| Park/Forest
<> Sportsground
Sight (Building)

[ TopSight
(Building)
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The Renaissance

Of Italy’s countless artistic highs, none
surmount the Renaissance. The age of
Botticelli, da Vinci and Michelangelo,
this period heralded the end of medieval
obscurantism and the rise of the modern
world.

From Milan to Venice and Florence, northern
Ttaly’s ambitious, competitive city-states
proved fertile ground for the intellectual and
artistic explosion that swept the region in the
14th and 15th centuries. The influx of eastern
scholars fleeing Constantinople in the wake
of its fall to the Ottoman Turkish Muslims in
1453 prompted a renewed interest in classical
learning, humanist philosophy and the rise of
the Renaissance.

Classicism, Perspective & the
Quattrocento

Giotto and the painters of the Sienese school
had introduced many innovations in art: the
exploration of perspective and proportion, a
new interest in realistic portraiture and the
beginnings of a new tradition of landscape
painting. At the start of the 15th century
(Quattrocento), most of these were explored
and refined in one city — Florence.

Swept up in the classical revival, sculptors
Lorenzo Ghiberti (1378—1455) and Donatello
(c 1382-1466) replaced the demure robe-clad
statues of the Middle Ages with anatomically
accurate figures evoking ancient Greece and
Rome. Donatello’s bronze David (¢ 1440-50)
and St George (¢ 1416-17), both in Florence’s
Museo del Bargello, capture both this spirit of

antiquity and the rediscovered vigour that would

drive the Renaissance.

Ghiberti’s greatest legacy would be his
bronze east doors (1424-52) for the baptistry
in Florence’s Piazza del Duomo. The original
10 relief panels heralded a giant leap from the
late-Gothic art of the time, not only in their
use of perspective, but also in the individuality
bestowed upon the figures portrayed.

The baptistry itself faces one of the
Renaissance’s blockbuster achievements:
the Duomo. When the Duomo’s dome was

Clockwise from top left
1. Giotto’s frescoes, Scrovegni Chapel 2. Basilica di Santa Croce,
Florence 3. Donatello’s David, Museo del Bargello.
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completed in 1436, author, architect and
philosopher Leon Battista Alberti called

it the first great achievement of the ‘new’
architecture, one that equalled or even surpassed
the great buildings of antiquity. Designed by
Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446), the dome
was as innovative in engineering terms as the
Pantheon’s dome had been 1300 years before. It
was Brunelleschi’s major commission after the
harmonious neoclassical portico of his Spedale
degli Innocenti (Hospital of the Innocents),
like Ghiberti’s bronze baptistry doors, offered
a sharp contrast to the syntax of its time.
Together with a later work in the same city,
the Cappella de’ Pazzi in the Basilica di Santa
Croce, Brunelleschi’s works epitomise what
architecture of the 15th century became known
for — an elegance of line and innovation in
building method that referenced antiquity and
celebrated modern man’s place at the centre of
the universe.

While Brunelleschi was heavily influenced
by the classical masters, he was able to do
something that they hadn’t — discover and
record the mathematical rules by which objects
appear to diminish as they recede from us. In
so doing, Brunelleschi gave artists a whole

new visual perspective and a means to glorious
artistic ends.

The result was a new style of masterpieces,
among them Masaccio’s Trinity (¢ 1424-25) in
Florence’s Basilica di Santa Maria Novella and
Leonardo da Vinci’s fresco The Last Supper
(1495-98)in the refectory of Milan’s Chiesa
di Santa Maria delle Grazie. Andrea Mantegna
(1431-1506) was responsible for the painting
that is the most virtuosic of all perspectival
experiments that occurred during this period —
his highly realistic Dead Christ (¢ 1480). Now
in Milan’s Pinacoteca di Brera, its figure of
Jesus is shown in dramatic foreshortening.

This innovation also created new problems.
The medieval painters’ ignorance of the rules of
perspective had enabled them to distribute their
figures over a composition in any way they
liked in order to create a harmonious whole.
But the painters of the Quattrocento found that
the rigid new formulas they were experimenting
with often made harmonious arrangements of
figures difficult, resulting in artificial-looking
groups. Artists such as Sandro Botticelli (c
1444-1510) led the way in pursuing a solution
to this challenge, seeking to make a painting
both perspectively accurate and harmonious in
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The Uffizi

JOURNEY INTO THE
RENAISSANCE

Navigating the Uffizi’s main

art collection, chronologically

arranged in 45 rooms on one floor, is
straightforward; knowing which of the
1500-odd masterpieces to view before
gallery fatigue strikes is not. Swap coat
and bag (travel light) for floor plan and
audioguide on the ground floor, then
meet 16th-century Tuscany head-on with
a walk up the palazzo’s magnificent bust-
lined staircase (skip the lift - the Uffizi
is as much about masterly architecture
as art).

Allow four hours for this journey into
the High Renaissance. At the top of the
staircase, 2nd floor, show your ticket,
turn left and pause to admire the full
length of the first corridor sweeping
south towards the river Arno. Then duck
left into room 2 to witness first steps
in Tuscan art - shimmering altarpieces
by Giotto EJ et al. Journey through
medieval art to room 8 and Piero della
Francesca’s g impossibly famous
portrait, then break in the corridor with
playful ceiling art [E). After Renaissance

heavyweights Botticelli J and

da Vinci B3, meander past the Tribuna
(potential detour) and enjoy the daylight
streaming in through the vast windows
and panorama of the riverside second
corridor [. Lap up soul-stirring
views of the Arno, crossed by Ponte
Vecchio and its echo of four bridges
drifting towards the Apuane Alps on
the horizon. Then saunter into the third
corridor, pausing between rooms 25
and 34 to ponder the entrance to the
enigmatic Vasari Corridor. End on a
high with High Renaissance maestros
Michelangelo [ and Raphael ).
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The Ognissanti Madonna
Room 2
Draw breath at the shy blush and

Diptych of
Duke &
Duchess of
Urbino

Room 8
Revelinrealism's
voyage with these
uncompromising,
warts-and-all portraits
(1465-72) by Piero
della Francesca. No
larger than A3 size,
they originally slotted
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The Genius of
Botticelli

Room 10-14

The miniature form of
The Discovery of the
Body of Holofernes (c
1470) makes Botti-
celli's early Renaissance
masterpiece all the more
impressive. Don't miss
the artist watching you
in Adoration of the
Magi (1475), left of

into a portable, hinged
frame that folded like

View of the Arno
Indulge in intoxicating city views from this short

the exit.
curvaceous breast of Giotto's

humanised Virgin (Maesta; 1310) -

= glassed-in corridor - an architectural masterpiece.
e o . abook. gy Second Corridor Near the top of the hill, spot one of 73 outer towers

sofeminine compared to those o o5 built to defend Florence and its 15 city gates below.
Duccio and Cimabue painted just 25 e Tribuna 0

years before. ‘., " First

Corridor

0
b sececsccsscsscsess

Arno River

Start of Vasari
Corridor (linking
the Palazzo Vecchio
with the Uffizi and

Palazzo Pitti)

i Portrait of Pope
e 5 Leo X
. 9 A Room 26
Stare into the eyes
of the trio in this Ra-
phael masterpiece
A (1518) and work out
-, whatthe devil they're
“., thinking - a perfect
portrayal of High
Renaissance intrigue.

I Entrance to 2nd
| ,Floor Gallery

Entrance®,
to Vasari -
Corridor

Third
Corridor

Matter
of Fact

The Uffizi col-
lection spans
the 13th to 18th
centuries, but
its 15th- and
16th-century
Renaissance
works are sec-
ond to none.
4

Piazza della
Signoria

Doni Tondo
Room 25
David's creator, Michelangelo, was essentially a
sculptor and no painting expresses this better
than Doni Tondo (1506-08). Mary’s muscular
arms against a backdrop of curvaceous nudes are
practically 3D in their shapeliness.

Grotesque Ceiling Frescoes
First Corridor

Take time to study the make-believe monsters and most
unexpected of burlesques (spot the arrow-shooting satyr
outside room 15) waltzing across this eastern corridor's
fabulous frescoed ceiling (1581).

IMAGE REPRODUCED WITH THE PERMISSION OF MINISTERO PER | BENI E LE
ATTIVITA CULTURALI

Annunciation
Room 15 .
Admire the exquisite portrayal of the Tuscan

—_landscape in this painting (c 1475-80), one of few
by Leonardo da Vinci to remain in Florence.

Value
Lunchbox

Try the Uffizi
rooftop cafe or
- better value -
gourmet panini
at ‘Ino (www.
ino-firenze.
com; Via dei
Georgofili 3-7r).
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Howmuchis  Quantocosta kwan-tokos-ta

it per...2 per...? per ...
night una notte 0o-nano-te
person persona per-so-na
Is breakfast included?
La colazione & lako-la-tsyo-nee
compresa? kom-pre-sa
air-con aria a-rya H
condizionata  kon-dee-tsyo-na-ta
bathroom bagno ba-nyo {
campsite campeggio  kam-pe-jo
guesthouse et peSyoTE
hotel albergo al-ber-go
youth hostel  ostellodella  os-te-lode-la
giovent( jo-ven-too
window finestra fee-nes-tra

DIRECTIONS

Where’s ...?

Dove...? do-ve ...

What's the address?

Qual’é I'indirizzo? kwa-le leen-dee-ree-tso

Could you please write it down?

Puo scriverlo, pwo skree-ver-lo

per favore? per fa-vo-re

Can you show me (on the map)?

Puo mostrarmi pwo mos-trar-mee

(sulla pianta)? (soo-la pyan-ta)

at the corner  all’'angolo a-lan-go-lo

anlvetatile  slsomelfoe  dsemadore
lights

behind dietro dye-tro

far lontano lon-ta-no

in front of davanti a da-van-tee a

left asinistra asee-nee-stra

near vicino vee-chee-no

next to accantoa akan-toa

opposite di fronte a dee fron-tea

right adestra ade-stra

straight ahead sempre sem-pre

diritto dee-ree-to

EATING & DRINKING

What would you recommend?

Cosa mi consiglia? ko-za mee kon-see-lya
What's in that dish?

Quali ingredienti kwa-li een-gre-dyen-tee
cisonoin chee so-no een

questo piatto? kwe-sto pya-to

KEY PATTERNS

To get by in Italian, mix and match these
simple patterns with words of your
BB

When'’s (the next flight)?

Acheoraé akeorae

(il prossimo volo)?  (eel pro-see-mo vo-lo)
Where's (the station)?

Dov’e (la stazione)?  do-ve (la sta-tsyo-ne)
I'm looking for (a hotel).

Sto cercando sto cher-kan-do

(un albergo). (oon al-ber-go)

Do you have (a map)?

Ha (una pianta)? a (oo-napyan-ta)

Is there (a toilet)?

C'é (un gabinetto)?  che (oon ga-bee-ne-to)
I'd like (a coffee).

Vorrei (un caffé). vo-ray (oon ka-fe)

I'd like to (hire a car).

Vorrei (noleggiare vo-ray (no-le-ja-re
una macchina). 00-nama-kee-na)
Can| (enter)?

Posso (entrare)? po-so (en-tra-re)
Could you please (help me)?

Puo (aiutarmi), pwo (a-yoo-tarmee)
per favore? per fa-vo-re

Do | have to (book a seat)?

Devo (prenotare de-vo (pre-no-ta-re
un posto)? oon po-sto)

What's the local speciality?

i Qual'® la specialita kwa:/e la spe-cha-lee-ta

i di questa regione? dee kwe-sta re-jo-ne

i That was delicious!

i Erasquisito! e-ra skwee-zee-to

i Cheers!

i Salute! sa-loo-te

: Please bring the bill.

i Mi porta il conto, mee por-ta eel kon-to

i per favore? per fa-vo-re

I'd like to Vorrei vo-ray

i reservea srenotare e premofatéaon

i table for ... tavolo per ... ta-vo-lo per ...
(two) (due) (doo-e)

people persone per-so-ne
(eight) le (otto) le (0-to)
o’clock

Idon’teat.. Nonmangio.. nonman-o...

| eggs uova wo-va
fish pesce pe-she
nuts noci no-chee
(red) meat carne kar-ne

(rossa) (ro-sa)
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January gennaio je-na-yo
February febbraio fe-bra-yo
March marzo mar-tso
April aprile a-pree-le
May maggio ma-jo
June giugno joo-nyo
July luglio loo-lyo
August agosto a-gos-to
September settembre se-tem-bre
October ottobre o-to-bre
November novembre no-vem-bre
December dicembre dee-chem-bre

NUMBERS

1 uno 00-no

2 due doo-e

3 tre tre

4 quattro kwa-tro

5 cinque cheen-kwe
6 sei say

7 sette se-te

8 otto o-to

9 nove no-ve

10 dieci dye-chee
20 venti ven-tee
30 trenta tren-ta

40 quaranta kwa-ran-ta
50 cinquanta cheen-kwan-ta
60 sessanta se-san-ta
70 settanta se'tan-ta
80 ottanta o-tan-ta
90 novanta no-van-ta
100 cento chen-to
1000 mille mee-lel

TRANSPORT

i Is this theroad to ...?
i Questastradaportaa...? kwe-stastra-daportaa...
i (How long) Can | park here?

i (Per quanto tempo)
i Posso parcheggiare qui? po-so par-ke-ja-re kwee
i The car/motorbike has broken down (at ...).

Public Transport

Atwhattime Acheora akeo-ra

does the ... parte/ parte/

leave/arrive?  arriva...? areeva...
boat la nave lana-ve
bus l'autobus low-to-boos
ferry il traghetto eel tra-ge-to
metro la metro- lame-tro-

politana po-lee-ta-na

plane 'aereo la-e-re-o
train il treno eel tre-no

Does it stop at ...?

i Sifermaa...? seefermaa...
i Please tell me when we get to ...
i Midica per favore mee dee-ka per fa-vo-re
i quando arriviamoa...  kwan-doaree-vyamoa..
¢ Iwant to get off here.
vo-lyo shen-de-re kwee

¢ Voglio scendere qui.

. Driving & Cycling

I'd like Vorrei vo-ray

i to hire noleggiare no-le-ja-re

i afan... un/una...(m/f)  oon/oo-na ...

i 4WD fuoristrada (m)  fwo-ree-stra-da

i .. ticket un biglietto ... oon bee-lye-to
¢ one-way disola deeso-la

andata an-da-ta

return diandatae deean-da-tae

ritorno ree-torno ;
: 4
 bus stop fermata fer-ma-ta 2
dell'autobus del ow-to-boos >
: platform binario bee-na-ryo f“’
ticket office biglietteria bee-lye-te-ree-a =
timetable orario o-ra-ryo ;
i train station stazione sta-tsyo-ne =
i ferroviaria fe-ro-vyarya =

bicycle bicicletta (f) bee-chee-kle-ta
car macchina (f) ma-kee-na
motorbike  moto (f) mo-to
bicycle pompa della pom-pade-la
i pump bicicletta bee-chee-kle-ta
childseat  seggiolino se-jo-lee-no
helmet casco kas-ko
mechanic  meccanico me-ka-nee-ko
petrol/gas  benzina ben-dzee-na
service stazione di sta-tsyo-ne dee
station Servizg ser-vee-tsyo

i o

(per kwan-to tem-po)

i Lamacchina/motosié lama-kee-na/mo-toseee
: guastata(a...). gwastata(a..)

i lhave aflat tyre.

i Ho una gomma bucata. 0 00-nago-maboo-ka-ta
I've run out of petrol.

: Ho esaurito la oe-zowree-tola

ben-dzee-na
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Wheatfield, Siena
Classic Tuscan countryside: gently rolling hills, sun-kissed

vineyards and avenues of cypress trees.

Duomo, Florence
The city’s most iconic landmark took almost 150 years to complete.

Gelato and other desserts
Tuscany is a paradise for foodies.
Eating out in Lucca

At almost every turn there is a pavement terrace to

dine alfresco.

Central Market, Florence
Florence’s oldest and largest food market is full of

wonderful fresh produce.
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Standard ltalian is taught and spoken
throughout Italy. Regional dialects are an
important part of identity in many parts of
the country, but you'll have no trouble being

understood anywhere if you stick to standard ;

Italian, which we've also used in this chapter.
The sounds used in spoken Italian can
all be found in English. If you read our co-
loured pronunciation guides as if they were
English, you'll be understood. The stressed
syllables are indicated with italics. Note that
alis pronounced as in ‘aisle’, ay as in ‘say’,
ow s how, deasthe ds b T amel il
ris a strong and rolled sound. Keep in mind
that Italian consonants can have a stronger,
emphatic pronunciation — if the consonant
el madainle e i e
pronounced a little stronger, eg sonno son-no
(sleep) versus sono so-no (I am).

BASICS

Italian has two words for ‘you’ — use the
polite form Lei lay if you're talking to strang-
ers, officials or people older than you. With
people familiar to you or younger than you,
you can use the informal form tu too.

In Italian, all nouns and adjectives are
Sl e, B G U
articles il/la eel/la (the) and un/una oon/oo-na
(a) that go with the nouns.

In this chapter the polite/informal and
masculine/feminine options are included
where necessary, separated with a slash and
indicated with ‘pol/inf" and ‘m/f".

Hello.
Goodbye.

Buongiorno.
Arrivederci.

bwon-jor-no
a-ree-ve-der-chee

 You're welcome. Prego.

i Non capisco.

: WANT MORE?

i For in-depth language

i information and handy

i phrases, check out Lonely
i Planet’s Italian Phrasebook.

i You'll find it at shop.

i lonelyplanet.com, or you

i can buy Lonely Planet’s

i iPhone phrasebooks at the

Language

Fopile Kuw Sio
i Yes. Si. see
No. No. no
Excuse me. Mi scusi. (pol) mee skoo-zee
H Scusami. (inf) skoo-za-mee
i Sorry. Mi dispiace. ~ mee dees-pya-che
Please. Per favore. ~ perfavore
Thank you. Grazie. gra-tsye
: pre-go

How are you?
i Come sta/stai? (pol/inf) ko-me sta/stai
Fine. And you?

i Bene. E Lei/tu? (pol/inf)  be-ne e lay/too
What’s your name?
i Come si chiama? pol
¢ Come ti chiami? inf

ko-me see kya-ma
ko-me tee kya-mee

My nameiis ...
i Michiamo... mee kya-mo ...
{ Do you speak English?
: Parla/Parli par-la/par-lee
; inglese? (pol/inf) een-gle-ze
i 1don’t understand.
non ka-pee-sko

ACCOMMODATION

Doyouhave  Aveteuna a-ve-teoo-na
i a...room? camera..?  ka-mera..
double doppiacon  do-pyakon
letto matri-  le-to ma-tree-
moniale mo-nya-le
single singola seen-go-la
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teatro - theatre
tempietto — small temple
tempio - temple

terme - thermal baths
tesoro - treasury

torre - tower

{ trattoria — simple restau-

i rant

i Trenitalia - Italian State

i Railways; also known as Fer-
i rovie dello Stato (FS)
 trullo - conical house in

i Perugia

i vaporetto — small passen-
i ger ferry (Venice)

i via — street; road

i viale — avenue

i vico — alley; alleyway

villa — town house; country
i house; also the park

i surrounding the house
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