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                Welcome to
               Budapest
            

        

        
            
                Straddling the Danube River, with the Buda Hills to the west and the Great Plain to the east, Budapest is a gem of a city.
            

        

        
            The Hand of Man
        

        
            Budapest’s beauty is not all God-given; man has played a role in shaping this pretty face too. Architecturally, Budapest is a treasure, with enough baroque, neoclassical, Eclectic and art nouveau (Secessionist) buildings to satisfy anyone’s appetite. Overall, though, Budapest has a fin-de-siècle feel to it, for it was then, during the capital’s ‘golden age’, that most of what you see today was built. Nearly every building has some interesting or unusual detail, from art nouveau glazed tiles and neoclassical bas-reliefs to bullet holes and shrapnel scorings left over from WWII and the 1956 Uprising that still cry out in silent fury.
        

        
            The Past Is Near
        

        
            They say the past is another country, but it’s always been just around the corner in Budapest. Witness those scars from WWII and 1956. There are sad reminders like the poignant 
                Shoes on the Danube
             
            memorial, but ones, too, of hope and reconciliation – like the ‘sword’ of the former secret police building on Andrássy út now beaten into the ‘ploughshare’ that is the House of Terror, with both sides of the story told. And there’s joy as much-loved concert halls get built and renovated, metro lines extended and busy streets pedestrianised.

        
            Eat, Drink & Be Magyar
        

        
            There is a lot more to Hungarian food than goulash and it remains one of the most sophisticated styles of cooking in Europe. Magyars even go so far as to say there are three essential world cuisines: French, Chinese and their own. That may be a bit of an exaggeration, but Budapest’s reputation as a food capital dates largely from the late 19th and first half of the 20th centuries and, despite a fallow period during the days of Communism, is once again commanding attention. So, too, are its world-renowned wines – from Villány’s big-bodied reds and Somló’s flinty whites to honey-gold Tokaj.
        

        
            In the Soak
        

        
            Budapest is blessed with an abundance of hot springs – some 123 thermal and more than 400 mineral springs, in fact, from 14 different sources. As a result, ‘taking the waters’ has been a Budapest experience since the time of the Romans. The choice of bathhouses is generous – you can choose among Turkish-era, art nouveau and modern establishments. Some people come seeking a cure for whatever ails them, but the majority are there for fun and relaxation – though we still maintain it’s the world’s best cure for what Hungarians call a 
                macskajaj
             
            (‘cat’s wail’, or hangover).

        [image: 29626-99]Basilica of St Stephen (click here)
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                Why I Love Budapest
            

            
                By Steve Fallon, Author
            

            
                I love Budapest for all the right reasons – architecture (especially art nouveau), romance (particularly the views from the bridges) and sticky apricot jam (only on toast) – and some of the wrong ones, too (killer 
                    pálinka,
                 
                rickety trolleybuses, and checking bodies out in the Turkish baths). When I first came to Budapest (by chance, as it happened), I was bowled over by an often sad but confident city whose history seemed too complex to comprehend, by a beautiful and expressive language that I considered impenetrable, and by a people I thought I’d never know. I stayed on to learn more about all three.

            
                
                    For more about our author, see click here.
                
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Budapest’s Top 10
            

        

        
            Royal Palace (click here)
        

        1Bombed and rebuilt at least half a dozen times since King Béla IV established a royal residence here in the mid-13th century, the Royal Palace has been home to kings and queens, occupiers like the Turks in the 16th and 17th centuries, and nondomiciled rulers like the Habsburg royalty. Today the Royal Palace contains important museums, the national library and an abundance of statues and monuments. It is the focal point of Castle Hill and the city’s single most visited sight.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Castle Hill
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            Thermal Baths (click here)
        

        2Budapest sits on a crazy quilt of more than 100 thermal springs, and ‘taking the waters’ is very much a part of everyday life. Some baths date from Turkish times, others are art nouveau marvels and still others are soulless modern establishments that boast all the accoutrements. Which one you choose is a matter of taste and what exactly you’re looking for – be it fun, a hangover cure or relief for something more serious.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Thermal Baths & Pools
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            The Danube & Its Bridges
        

        3Budapest’s ‘dustless highway’ is ever present, serving (still) as an important means of communication and neatly dividing the city into Buda and Pest. The Danube bridges (all eight of them, not counting train bridges), both landmarks and delightful vantage points over the river, are the stitches that have bound Buda and Pest together since well before the two were linked politically in 1873. The four bridges in the centre stand head and shoulders above the rest: Margaret Bridge (Click here
            ), Széchenyi Chain Bridge (
            Click here
            ), Elizabeth Bridge (
            Click here
            ) and Liberty Bridge (
            Click here
            ).
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            Andrássy út & Heroes’ Square (click here & 
            Click here
            )
        

        4Andrássy út, an uberelegant leafy boulevard stretching 2.5km, links Deák Ferenc tér to the south with City Park in the north and contains so much to see, do and enjoy that it has been given a place on Unesco’s World Heritage List. Along the way are museums, cafes and architectural marvels, but perhaps its most important sight comes at the end. Heroes’ Square, the entrance to the park, is the nation’s monument to its earliest ancestors and a memorial to its war dead.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Andrássy út, City Park
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            Parliament (
            click here
            )
        

        5If the Royal Palace atop Castle Hill is the focal point on the Buda side, Parliament is the centrepiece along the Danube in Pest. Stretching for some 268m along the river and counting a superlative number of rooms (690), courtyards (10) and gates (27), it is Hungary’s largest building. Parliament is the seat of the unicameral National Assembly, but parts of it, including the awesome Domed Hall, which contains the Crown of St Stephen, can be visited by guided tour.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Lipótváros
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            Basilica of St Stephen (
            click here
            )
        

        6Budapest’s largest and most important Christian house of worship (1905) is a gem of neoclassical architecture that took more than half a century to complete (largely due to the setback when its dome came crashing down in a storm). The dome can now be scaled and there is a rich treasury of ecclesiastical objects. But the main reason for coming is to view (and perhaps venerate) Hungary’s most sacred object: the holy right hand of King St Stephen.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Lipótváros
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            Great Synagogue (
            Click here
            )
        

        7The largest Jewish house of worship in Europe, the Moorish-style Great Synagogue is one of Budapest’s most eye-catching buildings. Built in 1859 for 3000 Neolog (strict conservative) faithful, the copper-domed structure is next to the Hungarian Jewish Museum and the haunting Holocaust Memorial Room. In the courtyard stands the Holocaust Memorial, a ‘tree of life’ designed by Imre Varga whose leaves bear the family names of some of the victims.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Erzsébetváros
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            Memento Park (
            Click here
            )
        

        8The park containing statues and other memorials from the communist period can only be described as a cemetery of socialist mistakes, or a well-manicured trash heap of history. In southern Buda, it’s home to about four dozen statues, busts and plaques of Lenin, Marx and Béla Kun. Ogle the socialist realist ‘art’ and try to imagine that some of the monstrosities were still being erected in the late 1980s and in place until the early 1990s.

        
        [image: categorysightsgif] South Buda
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            Buda Hills (
            Click here
            )
        

        9They may be short on sights – though Béla Bartók’s house, where he spent his final year in Hungary, opens to the public – but the Buda Hills are a very welcome respite from the hot, dusty city in summer. Perhaps their biggest draws are their unusual forms of transport: a narrow-gauge cog railway dating from the late 19th century will get you up into the hills, a train run by children takes you across them and a chairlift will get you back down to terra firma.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Buda Hills
        
[image: ATFK28]TRAVEL DIVISION IMAGES / ALAMY 


        

            Kerepesi Cemetery (
            Click here
            )
        

        10What is also called the National Graveyard, Budapest’s equivalent of London’s Highgate Cemetery or Paris’ Père Lachaise Cemetery is a pleasant, almost parklike place to walk on a sunny day, with its shady paths, well-tended lawns and monumental tombstones and mausoleums. As well as being the final resting place for such national heroes as Lajos Kossuth, Ferenc Deák and Lajos Batthyány, Kerepesi also contains the graves of many of those who died in the 1956 Uprising.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] Józsefváros
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                What’s New
            

        

        
            
                Garden Clubs
            

            
                
                    Kertek
                
                – outdoor ‘garden clubs’ that generally operate from April or May to September – open and close with the speed of summer lightning. Recently, however, along VII Kazinczy utca, another three 
                    kertek
                
                – Mika Tivadar Kert, Kőleves Kert and Ellátó Kert – have joined that old stalwart Szimpla Kert to create what should be known as Garden Club Central. And contrary to what many people will tell you, not all 
                    kertek
                 
                are created equal. (Click here
                )
            

        

        
            Rácz Baths
        

        
            Cross your fingers and hope to soak… By the time you read this the wonderful 
            Turkish-era Rácz Baths will almost certainly be open and operational after a long spell closed. (click here)

        
            Gozsdu udvar
        

        
            This 220m-long passage dating back to 1901, and now fully renovated, has opened to great fanfare. While it links Király utca (No 13) with Dob utca (No 16), it still appears to be waiting for tenants in the way of restaurants and shops, and the few now there look rather forlorn. (click here)
        

        
            István Zelnik Southeast Asian Gold Museum
        

        
            As if two weren’t enough… This rather flash new museum joins two other Asian museums on (or just off) Andrássy út. (
            Click here
            )
        

         
            Music History Museum

        
            This museum set around a lovely courtyard where concerts are sometimes held has reopened to very low-key fanfare on Castle Hill. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bródy House
        

        
            A new type of accommodation – retro boutique/club/gallery – that just opened north of the Hungarian National Museum has all Budapest a-buzzin’. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Földes Józsi Konyhája
        

        
            Budapest continues to look over its shoulder when it comes to food, and new 
                étkezdék
             
            (canteens serving simple Hungarian dishes) like this continue to open. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Hadik Kávéház
        

        
            Retro-style coffee houses are also all the rage and this one – with the wonderful Szatyor Bár attached – joins the nearby and perennially popular Café Ponyvaregény in south Buda. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Váci 1
        

        
            Central Pest’s flashiest shopping centre has opened on Váci utca in the sumptuous Bank Palace that housed the Budapest Stock Exchange until 2007. (
            Click here
            )
        

        [image: mouse-png]
            
                For more recommendations and reviews, see 
                    lonelyplanet.com/budapest
                
            
        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Need to Know
            

        

        
            
                Currency 

                Forint (Ft), though some hotels quote in euros (€)

            
                Language 

                Hungarian

            
                Visas 

                Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days; not necessary at all for EU citizens.

            
                Money
 
                ATMs are everywhere, including the airport and train and bus stations. Visa, MasterCard and American Express widely accepted.

            
                Mobile Phones
 
                Mobile phones are ubiquitous in Budapest. Three different telecom companies – Telenor, T-Mobile and Vodafone – operate three networks.

            
                Time
 
                Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus one hour)

            
                Tourist Information

                Tourinform (MV Sütő utca 2; [image: iconhoursgif]
                8am-8pm; [image: iconmetrogif]
                M1/2/3 Deák Ferenc tér) is the main tourist office; there are smaller branches across the city.
            

        

        
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                The following are average costs per day.
            

            
                Budget under €50
            

            »
                Dorm bed €9‒€20
            

            »
                Meal at self-service restaurant €7.50
            

            »
                Three-day transport pass €14.50
            

            
                Midrange €50‒€100
            

            »
                Single/double private room from €22/26
            

            »
                Two-course meal with drink €11‒€24
            

            »
                Cocktail from €4
            

            
                Top end over €100
            

            »
                Dinner for two with wine at good restaurant from €48
            

            »
                Two-/three-course set lunch at gourmet restaurant from €13/16
            

            »
                All-inclusive ticket at Museum of Fine Arts adult/child €13/6.50
            

            »
                Cover charge at a popular club €6.50‒€13
            

        

        
            
                Advance Planning
            

            
                
                    Two months before
                 
                Book your accommodation if you will be travelling in the high season and want to stay somewhere special. Take a look at the ‘what’s on’ and English-language media websites (Click here
                ).
            

            
                
                    A month before
                 
                Book top-end restaurants now. It’s also the time to reserve seats for a big-ticket concert, musical or dance performance.

            
                
                    A week before
                 
                Make sure your bookings are in order and you have all booking references.

            
                Useful Websites
            

            »
                
                    Budapest Sun Online 
                (www.budapestsun.com) Popular English online weekly, with local news, interviews and features.
            

            »
                
                    Caboodle
                
                (www.caboodle.hu) Hungary’s best English-language portal with daily news, features and events.

            »
                
                    Xpat Loop
                
                (www.xpatloop.com) What the foreign community in Budapest is thinking and talking about.

            »
                
                    Budapest Tourism
                
                (www.budapestinfo.hu) One of the better overall websites.

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/budapest) Includes extensive information on Budapest.

        

        
            
                When to Go
            

            
                Spring is glorious in Budapest. Summer is festival season. Autumn is beautiful, particularly in the Buda Hills. In winter, some attractions curtail hours.
            

        [image: budapest5-climate-chart]


        
            
                Arriving in Budapest
            

            
                
                    Ferenc Liszt International Airport 
                Minibuses, buses and trains to central Budapest run from 4am to midnight (365Ft to 2990Ft); taxis cost from 4800Ft.
            

            
                
                    Keleti, Nyugati and Déli train stations
                 
                All three are on metro lines of the same name and night buses call when the metro is closed.

            
                
                    Népliget and Puskás Ferenc Stadion bus stations
                 
                Both are on the M3 metro line and are served by trams 1 and 1A.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    arrival,
                 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Getting Around
            

            
                Travel passes valid for one day to one month are valid on all trams, buses, trolleybuses, HÉV (within city limits) and metro lines.
            

            »
                
                    Metro
                 
                The quickest but least scenic way to get around. Runs 4am to about 11.15pm.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                Extensive network of regular buses from around 4.15am to between 9pm and 11.30pm; from 11.30pm to just after 4am a network of 35 night buses kicks in.

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                Faster and more pleasant for sightseeing than buses ‒ a network of 30 lines.

            »
                
                    Trolleybus
                 
                Mostly useful to and around City Park in Pest.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    getting around,
                 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                Sleeping
            

            
                
                    Hostels
                
                in Budapest range from university residences to very stylish modern affairs; the latter usually offer single and double rooms. 
                    Private rooms
                
                can be good value but make sure they are centrally located. 
                    Hotels
                 
                range from very basic former workers’ hostels with shared bathroom to five-star luxury accommodation with rooftop pool.

            
                Useful Websites
            

            »
                
                    Tourinform
                
                (www.tourinform.hu) Wide range of options from official website.

            »
                
                    Discover Budapest 
                (www.discoverbudapest.com) Tour company that also books accommodation.

            »
                
                    Mellow Mood
                
                (www.mellowmood.hu) Chain with a big variety of options.

            »
                
                    Best Hotel Service
                
                (www.besthotelservice.hu) Good for budget accommodation.

            »
                
                    Hip Homes Hungary 
                (www.hiphomeshungary.com) Fabulous short-term apartments.

        

        [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on 
                    sleeping,
                 
                see click here.
            

        

    

  
    
        
            
                Top Itineraries
            

        


            
                Day One
            

            
                Castle Hill (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                Spend your first morning in Budapest on Castle Hill, taking in the views from the 
                    Royal Palace
                
                and establishing the lie of the land. There are museums aplenty up here, but don’t be greedy: you only have time for one. We recommend either the 
                    Hungarian National Gallery
                
                for fine art or the 
                    Budapest History Museum
                 
                to learn more about the city’s long and tortuous past.

            
        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Do what locals do: have a quick bite at Fortuna Önkiszolgáló (Click here
                    ).
                

            

            
                Víziváros (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                In the afternoon ride the 
                    Sikló
                
                (funicular) down to 
                    Clark Ádám tér
                
                and, depending on the day of the week and your sex, make your way up Fő utca to the 
                    Király Baths
                 
                for a relaxing soak.


[image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Dinner
                     
                    Superb Csalogány 26 (Click here
                    ) is around the corner from the baths.
                

            
            
            
                Víziváros (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                Depending on your mood, check to see what’s on in the way of 
                    táncház
                
                (folk music and dance) at the 
                    Budavár Cultural Centre
                
                or, if you’re more into putting your own feet to work and it’s a weekend night, head for Déli train station and the retro-style club 
                    DPU Chachacha
                
                .
            

        


            
                Day Two
            

            
                Óbuda (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                On your second day have a look at what the west side of the Danube used to be like by following the 
                    Óbuda neighbourhood walk
                
                and learning how Buda, Óbuda and Pest all came together. Again, the choice of museums and attractions is legion, but the 
                    Vasarely Museum
                
                and its hallucinogenic works never fail to please and the newly installed 
                    Hungarian Museum of Trade & Tourism
                
                is a delight. Alternatively, 
                    Aquincum
                 
                is just a short HÉV ride away.


        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    The fish soup at Új Sípos Halászkert (Click here
                    ) goes down a treat.
                

            

            
            
                Óbuda (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                In the afternoon head south for 
                    Margaret Bridge
                
                . Just up the hill to the west is 
                    Gül Baba’s Tomb
                
                , the only Muslim place of pilgrimage in northern Europe. Spend the rest of the afternoon pampering yourself at the 
                    Lukács Baths
                
                .
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                        Dinner
                     
                    Földes Józsi Konyhája (Click here
                    ) serves homestyle Hungarian.
                

            
            
            
                Margaret Island (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                Cross over Margaret Bridge to Margaret Island and 
                    Holdudvar
                
                , an excellent place to both cool down and kick up your heels. It’s open till the wee hours so there’s no hurry.
            

        

 
            
                Day Three
            

            
                Andrássy út (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                On your third day, cross the river and see Pest at its very finest by following the 
                    Andrássy út neighbourhood walk
                
                , which will take you past unmissable sights such as the 
                    House of Terror
                
                and 
                    Heroes’ Square
                
                , architectural gems like the 
                    Hungarian State Opera House
                
                and 
                    New Theatre
                
                , and wonderful cafes including 
                    Művész Kávéház
                
                and 
                    Alexandra Book Café
                
                .
            



       [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Baraka (Click here
                    ) has an excellent-value gourmet set lunch.
                

            
            
            
                City Park (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                Over lunch decide whether you want an afternoon of culture or leisure (or both). Heroes’ Square is flanked by the 
                    Museum of Fine Arts
                
                and 
                    Palace of Art
                
                , both with excellent exhibitions, and City Park harbours the 
                    Budapest Zoo
                
                , the 
                    Budapest Amusement Park
                
                and the wonderful 
                    Széchenyi Baths
                
                .
            

            
[image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Dinner
                     
                    Robinson (Click here
                    ) by the lake is a wonderful choice.
                

            

            
                City Park (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                You might have drinks in the park at the retro-style 
                    Pántlika
                
                or boogie the night (and most of the morning) away at the open-air 
                    Dürer Kert
                
                . But if there happens to be a 
                    Cinetrip
                 
                at Széchenyi Baths scheduled for that evening, beg, borrow or steal a ticket to get in.

        


            
                Day Four
            

            
                Lipótváros (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
                
                On day four it’s time to see a few of Budapest’s big-ticket attractions. In the morning concentrate on the two icons of Hungarian nationhood and the places that house them: the Crown of St Stephen in the 
                    Parliament
                
                and the saint-king’s mortal remains in the 
                    Basilica of St Stephen
                
                . Moving from one to the other cut through 
                    Szabadság tér
                 
                and have a glance at the last remaining Soviet memorial in the city.


        [image: Category Eat]
                
                    
                        Lunch
                     
                    Kádár (Click here
                    ) is an excellent choice for Hungarian soul food.
                

            

            
            
                Erzsébetváros (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
                
                In the afternoon concentrate on the Jewish Quarter – what some people still call the Ghetto here. The easiest way to see the most important sights is to follow the 
                    Erzsébetváros and the Jewish Quarter neighbourhood walk
                
                , but make sure you leave ample time to have a good look inside the 
                    Great Synagogue
                
                and the 
                    Hungarian Jewish Museum
                
                and have a slice of something sweet at the 
                    Fröhlich Cukrászda
                 
                kosher cake shop.
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                        Dinner
                     
                    The Spinoza Café (Click here
                    ) is a convivial place for an evening meal.
                

            
  
          
            
                Erzsébetváros (
                Click here
                )
            

            [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
                
                There might be 
                    klezmer
                
                (traditional Jewish music) on at the 
                    Spinoza Café
                
                , then move on to the wealth of 
                    kertek
                
                (‘garden clubs’) within easy striking distance along Kazinczy utca: 
                    Mika Tivadar Kert
                
                , 
                    Kőleves Kert
                
                , 
                    Ellátó Kert 
                or, the granddaddy of them all, 
                    Szimpla Kert
                
                .
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                If You Like…
            

        

        
            Classical Music
        

        
            
                Ferenc Liszt Music Academy
             
            The interior of Budapest’s most important classical-music venue; is worth a look even if you’re not attending a performance. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Palace of Arts
             
            The two concert halls at this palatial arts centre by the Danube have near-perfect acoustics. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Matthias Church
             
            Organ recitals are best heard in the city’s many churches, including this one atop Castle Hill. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Franz Liszt Memorial Museum
             
            Situated in the Old Music Academy; the great composer lived here until his death in 1886; concerts too. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Béla Bartók Memorial House
             
            This renovated and enlarged house in the Buda Hills is where Bartók resided until emigrating to the US in 1940. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Liszt Ferenc Zeneműbolt
             
            An excellent classical-music shop; it has CDs and vinyl as well as sheet music. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Art Nouveau
        

        
            
                Royal Postal Savings Bank
             
            This extravaganza of floral mosaics, folk motifs and ceramic figures is Budapest’s best Secessionist building. (click here
            )
        

        
            
                Bedő House
             
            A stunning art nouveau apartment block now contains a museum dedicated to Hungarian Secessionist applied arts. (click here
            )
        

        
            
                Museum of Applied Arts
             
            Purpose-built in 1896, the museum is faced and roofed in Zsolnay ceramic tiles, with ‘Mogul-style’ turrets, domes and ornamental figures. (Click here
            )
        


        
            
                Párizsi udvar
             
            This arcade in the Belváros built in 1909 contains many influences, including elements of Ödön Lechner’s own eclectic style. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                City Park Art Nouveau Buildings
             
            Two of the most extravagant art nouveau (Secessionist) buildings are near the park: the National Institute for the Blind and Ödön Lechner’s Institute of Geology. (Click here
            )
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            Jewish Heritage
        

        
            
                Synagogues
             
            There are three synagogues in what some still call the Ghetto of Erzsébetváros and all can be visited: the Great Synagogue (Click here
            ), the Orthodox Synagogue (
            Click here
            ) and the Rumbach Sebestyén utca Synagogue (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            
                Ghetto Wall
             
            A 30m fragment of the original ghetto wall can now be seen at the back of a courtyard at VI Király utca 15. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Spinoza Café
            
            If you want to hear live 
                klezmer
             
            (traditional Jewish music), this is the place to go on a Friday evening. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Carmel Pince
             
            Budapest’s most stylish kosher restaurant serves all the old-time favourites in the heart of the Jewish Quarter. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Fröhlich Cukrászda
            
            This time-warp kosher cake shop and cafe makes and sells old Jewish sweets like 
                flódni
             
            (three-layer cake with apple, walnut and poppy-seed fillings). (Click here
            )
        

        
            Traditional Coffee Houses
        

        
            
                New York Café
             
            The city’s most extravagant cafe dates from 1894; it has been turned into an opulent hang-out for the haves of Pest. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Művész Kávéház
             
            Still homey and down-to-earth after all these years (1898!), the ‘Artist Coffeehouse’ is the best cafe for people-watching. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Gerbeaud
             
            Budapest’s most fashionable cafe is also its most expensive, but you get what you pay for and the cakes here are sublime. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Ruszwurm Cukrászda 
            The city’s oldest cafe (1827) and also its tiniest is a positive delight – if you can manage to get inside the door. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Centrál Kávéház
             
            The 
                grande dame 
            of a traditional cafes dating back to 1887 has reclaimed her title as the place to sit and look intellectual in Pest. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Folk Culture
        

        
            
                Ethnography Museum
             
            The sprawling museum opposite Parliament is the best place in Budapest to see and appreciate work by the finest folk artists in Hungary. (click here
            )
        

        
            
                Hungarian Open-Air Ethnological Museum
             
            Many of the objects on view in the Ethnography Museum are in use at this huge outdoor museum in Szentendre, an easy day trip from Budapest. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Táncház 
            One of the best ways to appreciate living folk traditions, hear the music and watch the dancing is at a traditional ‘dance house’ held regularly at venues around town. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Folkart Kézművésház
             
            Everything Magyar is available at this shop, from embroidered waistcoats and tablecloths to painted eggs and plates. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Holló Atelier
             
            Among the finest folk-craft shops in town, Holló makes and sells traditional items with a contemporary look. (Click here
            )
        

        
            Communist Heritage
        

        
            
                Memento Park
             
            Nothing beats this historical trash heap in south Buda for remembering the bad old days. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Pántlika
             
            This time-warp cafe in City Park is housed in a Communist-era kiosk dating back to the 1970s. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Museum of Military History
             
            This sword-rattling place has a facsimile of the electrified fence that once separated Hungary from Austria. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Bambi Presszó
             
            Bambi still has all the hallmarks of the socialist past, including linoleum on the floor and Naugahyde on the seats. (Click here
            )
        

        
            
                Kerepesi Cemetery 
            The good and not-so-great buried here include János Kádár; this is also the site of the monumental Workers’ Movement Pantheon for party honchos. (
            Click here
            )
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                    For more top Budapest spots, see
                
            

            »
                Thermal Baths & Pools (click here)
            

            »
                Eating (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Drinking & Nightlife (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Entertainment (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Shopping (
                Click here
                )
            

        

        


  
    
        
            
                Month by Month
            

        

        
            
                TOP EVENTS
            

            
                
                    Budapest Spring Festival
                 
                March/April

            
                
                    National Dance House Festival
                 
                April

            
                
                    Formula 1 Hungarian Grand Prix
                 
                August

            
                
                    Sziget Music Festival
                 
                August

            
                
                    Budapest International Marathon
                 
                October

        

        
            January
        

        
            Budapest is still festive after the Christmas holidays and she looks lovely in her winter gown, with bright blue skies, a light dusting of snow on church spires, perhaps ice floes in the Danube and ice skating in City Park.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif]
            New Year’s Day Concert
        

        
            This annual event (www.hungariakoncert.hu), 
            usually held in the Duna Palota (click here
            ), ushers in the new year.
        

        
        
        
            February
        

        
            By now winter has hung on a bit too long and the days are cold, short and bleak. Some museums and tourist attractions sharply curtail their hours or close altogether.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif]
            International Circus Festival
        

        
            This biennial event (www.maciva.hu) has been held under the big top of the Great Capital Circus (Click here
            ) in early February every other year since 1996.
        

        
            March
        

        
            An excellent month to visit. With the start of the
            city’s red-letter event – 
            the annual Budapest Spring Festival – both music and spring are in the air.
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            Budapest Opera Ball
        

        
            This prestigious annual event (www.operabal.com) is held at the Hungarian State Opera House (
            Click here
            ), usually on the first Saturday in March.
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            Budapest Spring Festival
        

        
            The capital’s largest and most important cultural event (www.festivalcity.hu) has more 200 events taking place over two weeks in late March and early April at dozens of venues across the city.
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            Budapest Fringe Festival
        

        
            This three-day festival (www.budapestfringe.com) 
            of alternative theatre, music and dance at venues on Nagymező utca and elsewhere is a kind of sideshow to the ongoing Budapest Spring Festival.

        
            April
        

        
            Full spring is just glorious in Budapest – it looks and feels like the season in e.e. cummings’ poem ‘in Just-’ – ‘when the world is puddle-wonderful’.
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            National Dance House Festival
        

        
            Hungary’s biggest 
                táncház
             
            (www.tanchaztalalkozo.hu/eng) is held over two days in early April at the Palace of Arts (Click here
            ) and other venues across town.
        

        
            June
        

        
            Late spring is wonderful, but the month of June can be pretty wet, especially early in the month. Beware the start of the holiday crowds.
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            Danube Folklore Carnival
        

        
            A pan-Hungarian international 10-day carnival (www.dunart.hu) of folk and world music and modern dance is held from mid-June in Vörösmarty tér and on Margaret Island.
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            Ferencváros Festival
        

        
            Local groups perform music and dance in the streets of Budapest’s dis-trict IX (www.kultucca.hu) from mid-June to early July.
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            Budapest Farewell Festival
        

        
            Citywide ‘Budapesti Búcsú’ (Budapest Farewell) of concerts, folklore performances, street theatre and a carnival mark the departure of Soviet troops from Hungarian soil on 19 June 1991.
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            Museum Night
        

        
            Two dozen museums across town mark the summer solstice by reopening their doors at 6pm and not closing them till the wee hours, sometimes as late as 2am (www.museum.hu/events).
        

        
            August
        

        
            Once called the ‘cucumber-growing month’ because that was about the only thing happening, August is now festival month.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif]
            Formula 1 Hungarian Grand Prix
        

        
            Hungary’s premier sporting event (www.hungaroring.hu) is held in early August at the Hungaroring (Click here
            ) in Mogyoród, 24km northeast of Budapest.
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            Sziget Music Festival
        

        
            Now one of the biggest and most popular music festivals (www.sziget.hu) in Europe, the ‘Island’ festival is held in mid-August on Budapest’s Óbuda (Hajógyári) Island.
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            Crafts Days
        

        
            Prominent craftspeople from around Hungary set up kiosks and hold workshops (www.nesz.hu) in the Castle District over a three-day period in mid-August, and folk dancers and musicians perform.
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            Jewish Summer Festival
        

        
            This 10-day festival (www.jewishfestival.hu) starting at the end of August showcases Jewish culture through music and theatre performances, exhibitions, gastronomy and films, with many events taking place at Pest’s Great Synagogue (Click here
            ).
        

        
            September
        

        
            September brings summer to a close and the crowds back from Lake Balaton and Croatia. It’s a good time to visit as there’s still a lot going on, wine is starting to flow and peak season (and its high prices) has ended.
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            Budapest International Wine Festival
        

        
            Hungary’s foremost winemakers introduce their vintages to festival-goers (www.aborfesztival.hu) in mid-September in the Castle District.
        

        
            October
        

        
            Though the days are getting shorter and everyone is back into their routines, autumn is beautiful, particularly in the Buda Hills.
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            Budapest International Marathon
        

        
            Eastern Europe’s most celebrated foot race (www.budapestmarathon.com) goes along the Danube and across its bridges in early October.
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            Budapest Autumn Festival
        

        
            Cultural events (www.festivalcity.hu) are held at venues throughout the city for 10 days in mid-October.

        
            December
        

        
            The build-up to Christmas intensifies as December wears on, and the arrival of festive stands in Vörösmarty tér selling holiday items and gifts is a welcome sight.
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            New Year Gala & Ball
        

        
            The annual calendar’s most coveted ticket is this gala concert and ball (www.opera.hu) held at the Hungarian State Opera House (
            Click here
            ) on 31 December.
        

        

  
    
        
        
            
                With Kids
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                Budapest abounds in places that will delight children, and there is always a special child’s entry rate (and often a family one) to paying attractions. Visits to many areas of the city can be designed around a rest stop or picnic at, say, City Park or on Margaret Island.
            

        

        
            Come Rain or Shine
        

        
            Raining cats and dogs? Our select committee of three young Budapesters – 
            Brigitte (8), Viola (6) and Adam Téglássy (3) – chose the Palace of Wonders (Click here
            ), the Széchenyi Baths (
            Click here
            ) and the Hungarian Natural History Museum (
            Click here
            ) as their favourite wet-weather venues.
        

        
            Too hot to trot (or do much else)? They tell us to head for the Margaret Island playground (248), the Palatinus Strand or the cool underground corridors of the Buda Castle Labyrinth (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Hands-On Learning
        

        
            The Hungarian Natural History Museum (
            Click here
            ) has a lot of hands-on activities, including a sandpit where younger kids can dig up authentic-looking bones and a special room for stroking exotics like tiger fur and elephant tusks. The Palace of Wonders (
            Click here
            ) was custom-made for this sort of learning, and the Transportation Museum (
            Click here
            ) also has a lot of show-and-tell explanations from enthusiastic attendants. The granddaddy of museums for kids, though, is the Hungarian Rail-way History Park (
            Click here
            ), with vintage locomotives to clamber about, and carriages and trains to ‘drive’ via a high-tech simulator.
        

        
            Culture
        

        
            Not many museums here or anywhere are suitable for the very young, but the Museum of Fine Arts (
            Click here
            ) has an excellent program in which kids are allowed to handle original Egyptian artefacts and works of art. The Hungarian Agricultural Museum (
            Click here
            ) has all kinds of stuffed animals (for real) and mock-ups of traditional ways of life like hunting and fishing. The Vasarely Museum (
            Click here
            ) might be adult-themed but the wacky art, which seems to move about the canvas of its own accord, will surprise and please kids of all ages.
        


        
            
                Need to Know
            

            »
                An ever-growing number of hotels in Budapest offer babysitting services. While most can oblige on short notice, try to book at least six hours in advance.
            

            »
                Most car-rental firms have children’s safety seats for hire at a nominal cost, but they must be booked in advance.
            

            »
                Highchairs and cots (cribs) are standard in many restaurants and hotels but numbers are limited; request them on booking.
            

            »
                The choice of baby food, formulas, milk, disposable nappies (diapers) and the like is great, but the opening hours of stores may be different from what you’re used to. Don’t get caught out at the weekend.
            

        


        
            Thermal Baths & Pools
        

        
            Both the Széchenyi Baths (
            Click here
            ) and Gellért Baths (
            Click here
            ) are huge and have an abundance of indoor and outdoor pools. Gellért’s outdoor pool has a wave machine, Széchenyi’s has a whirlpool. Palatinus Strand (
            Click here
            ) and Dagály (
            Click here
            ) have vast lawns for lounging and playing around on a summer’s day.
        

        
            Aquaworld (
            Click here
            ), a new favourite with kids of all ages, is a bit far out of the city but easily reached by public transport. Some of the slides reach five storeys in height (kids have to be 140cm tall to use these), and there’s a drop-in day-care room allowing parents to hit the attached spa.
        

        
            Live Entertainment
        

        
            The Great Capital Circus (
            Click here
            ), Europe’s only permanent big top, is often booked out by school groups at matinees, but there’s almost always seats in the evening. Most kids will be transfixed by the marionette and other shows at the Budapest Puppet Theatre (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            
                Táncház
             
            (Click here
            ), whether they participate or just watch, is always a hit with kids. Most of the children’s ones have instructors, with folk musicians playing the tunes. The best are the children’s programs at the Budavár Cultural Centre (
            Click here
            ) and the Municipal Cultural House (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Public Transport
        

        
            Kids love transport and the city’s many unusual forms of conveyance will delight. The Cog and Children’s Railways (
            Click here
            ) in the Buda Hills and the Sikló (click here) funicular climbing up to Castle Hill are particular favourites. But even the mainstays of getting around town – the trams, trolleybuses and little M1 metro that are so commonplace to young Budapesters – will be a lot of fun for kids who rarely (if ever) board such forms of public transport.
        

        
            Playgrounds
        

        
            Great playgrounds include ones on XIII Margaret Island , about 50m northeast of the fountain at the southern end; on III Óbuda (Hajógyári) Island , about 200m along the main road (take the HÉV to the island’s footbridge); and in XIII Szent István Park . Smaller playgrounds are at V Hild tér , VII Hunyadi tér  and VII Almássy tér .
        

        
            Eating
        

        
            Most restaurants won’t have a set children’s menu but will split the adult portion. The few that do exist, like the 1600Ft one at Robinson (
            Click here
            ), usually offer good value. Budapest’s traditional cafes and 
                cukrászdák 
            (cake shops) will satisfy a sweet tooth of any size, but for a really special occasion treat the little rascals to the all-you-can-eat dessert bar at the 
                Budapest Marriott Hotel
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                737 7377; www.marriott.com; Apáczai Csere János utca 4)
            
            . Just 2100Ft gets you as many cakes as they can manage.
        

        
    

  
    
        
        
            
                Like a Local
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                It’s not difficult to live like a local in Budapest. The natives are friendly, the food is excellent (and never too strange) and the wine even better. And there are lots of things here that everyone everywhere likes: hot mineral baths, sweet cakes and diamonds-and-rust flea markets.
            

        

        
            Eating
        

        
            Learn to like meat. Hungarians are big carnivores and ‘meat-stuffed meat’ is an actual dish here. For stick-to-the-ribs fare on the hoof try Belvárosi Disznótoros (
            Click here
            ), a butcher-cum-caterer who satisfies the ravenous daily. Still all the rage are retro-style 
                étkezdék,
            
            diner-like eateries that serve traditional Hungarian favourites and comfort food like 
                főzelék
             
            (vegetables fried or boiled and then mixed into a roux with milk). The most local of these are Kádár (Click here
            ) in Erzsébetváros and Erdélyi-Magyar Étkezde (
            Click here
            ), which serves both Hungarian and Transylvania specialities. The best fish soup is at the Horgásztanya Vendéglő (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Drinking
        

        
            Budapesters love their wine and take it seriously, but in summer spritzers of red or white wine and mineral water are consumed in large quantities. Knowing the hierarchy and the art of mixing a spritzer to taste is important and will definitely win you the badge of ‘honorary local’. A 
                kisfröccs
            
            (small spritzer) is 10cL wine and the same amount of mineral water; 
                a nagyfröccs
            
            (big spritzer) doubles the quantity of wine. A 
                hosszúlépés
            
            (long step) is 10cL of wine and 20cL of water, while a 
                házmester
            
            (janitor) trebles the amount of wine. Any bar in town will serve you these but don’t expect one at a 
                borozó, 
            a traditional ‘wine bar’ (usually a dive) where rotgut wine is ladled out by metal ladle.
        

        
            For advice on stronger libations such as 
                álinka
             
            (fruit brandy) and Unicum (a bitter aperitif nicknamed the ‘Hungarian national accelerator’), Click here
            . For the best traditional cafes, 
            Click here
            .
        

        
            Choosing Wine
        

        
            Budapest-based wine critic and writer Péter Balikó says that when choosing a Hungarian wine, you should look for the words 
                minőségi bor
            
            (quality wine) or 
                különleges minőséű bor
            
            (premium quality wine), Hungary’s version of the French quality regulation 
                appellation controlée
            
            .
        

        
            On a wine label the first word of the name indicates where the wine comes from, while the second word is the grape variety (eg Villányi Kékfrankos) or the type or brand of wine (eg Tokaji Aszú, Szekszárdi Bikavér). Other important words that you’ll see include: 
                édes
            
            (sweet), 
                fehér
            
            (white), 
                félédes
            
            (semisweet), 
                félszáraz
            
            (semidry or medium), 
                pezsgő
            
            (sparkling), 
                száraz
            
            (dry) and 
                vörös
             
            (red). Following are Péter’s five top local wines:

        
            
                Laposa Badacsonyi Olaszrizling
             
            Among the best dry white wines for everyday drinking in Hungary, this is a straw-blonde Welschriesling high in acid that has a tart aftertaste and is reminiscent of burnt almonds.

        
            
                Szepsy Tokaji Furmint
             
            With a flavour recalling apples, dry Furmint has the potential to become the best white wine in Hungary; Szepsy’s version could pass for a top-notch white Burgundy.

        
            
                Ráspi Soproni Kékfrankos
             
            This increasingly popular red wine is known as Blaufränkisch in neighbouring Austria; its full flavour belies its light colour.

        
            
                Gere Villányi Syrah
             
            Hungary’s ‘newly discovered’ variety of grape is making quite a splash; this one is full-bodied, rustic and simple.

        
            
                Szepsy Tokaji Aszú (six puttonyos)
             
            Hungary’s sweetest ‘noble rot’ wine is from the acknowledged leader of Tokaj vintners.

        
            Entertaining
        

        
            No self-respecting Budapester ever clubs indoors in the warm summer months; that’s what 
                kertek
             
            – outdoor garden clubs (Click here
            ) – are for.
        

        
            As for entertainment of a more, well, serious nature, while the Ferenc Liszt Music Academy (
            Click here
            ) and Palace of Arts (
            Click here
            ) are incomparable for their acoustics and talent, many Budapesters prefer to hear music in smaller, more intimate venues such as the Óbuda Society (
            Click here
            ) or organ recitals in one of the city’s many fine churches such as St Michael’s Inner Town Church (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            If you really want to see Budapest down and dirty on the playing field, attend a Ferencváros Torna Club (FTC) match at Flórián Albert Stadium (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Shopping
        

        
            Budapest is reclaiming its title as design capital of Central Europe and no one knows that better than Judit Maróthy, whose company Underguide (www.underguide.com) specialises in lifestyle and shopping tours of the city. Her first bit of advice is to schedule your visit during WAMP (www.wamp.hu), a monthly fair usually held in either V Erzsébet tér in Pest or the Millennium Hall in II Millennium Park (
            Click here
            ) in Buda, where emerging Hungarian designers showcase their work. Check the website for details; it’s a super-cool event and very popular with locals.
        

        
            Away from WAMP, where would Underguide shop if looking for locally designed and – a bonus – highly sustainable goods and fashion that you just won’t see anyplace else? Here are some top choices: Printa (
            Click here
            ), Romani Design (
            Click here
            ), M Lamp (
            Click here
            ), PannonArts Design Galéria (
            Click here
            ) and Mono Fashion (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Marketing
        

        
            The Nagycsarnok (
            Click here
            ) is a great place to shop, but don’t expect to easant women fresh in from the countryside selling snowdrops in spring or homemade tomato juice in summer. For that sort of thing head for the Rákóczi tér Market (
            Click here
            ) – but never on a Sunday (or a Monday for that matter) – or even the covered Lehel Market (
            Click here
            ) in Újlipótváros.
        

        
            Locals never go to the Ecseri Piac (
            Click here
            ), Continental Europe’s largest flea market, during the week but head out as early as they can make it on Saturday to see what treasures are coming in from the countryside or being flogged by amateurs.
        

        
            Weekending
        

        
            Budapesters, especially those living in Pest, love a day out in the fresh air to escape their relatively cramped quarters and the pollution, and nothing is more sacred than the 
                kirándulás
             
            (outing), which can be a day of hiking in the Buda Hills (Click here
            ) or a lazy afternoon swimming and sunning at Lake Balaton (
            Click here
            ).
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                Thermal Baths & Pools
            

        


        
            
                Budapest lies on the geological fault separating the Buda Hills from the pancake-flat Great Plain, and more than 30,000 cu metres of warm to scalding (21°C to 76°C) mineral water gush forth daily from more than 100 thermal springs. As a result, the city is a major spa centre and ‘taking the waters’ at one of the city’s many spas or combination spaswimming pool complexes is a real Budapest experience.
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            History of a Spa City
        

        
            Remains of two sets of baths found at Aquincum (
            Click here
            ) – both for the public and the garrisons – indicate that the Romans took advantage of Budapest’s thermal waters almost two millennia ago. But it wasn’t until the Turkish occupation of the 16th and 17th centuries that bathing became an integral part of Budapest life. In the late 18th century, Habsburg Empress Maria Theresa ordered that Budapest’s mineral waters be ‘analysed and recorded in a list at the expense of the Treasury’. By the 1930s Budapest had become a fashionable spa resort.
        

        
            As a result, the choice of bathhouses today is legion. Some date from Turkish times, others are art nouveau marvels, and still others are spick-and-span modern establishments. And with Hungarians such keen swimmers, it’s not surprising that Budapest boasts dozens of pools. They’re always excellent places to get in a few laps (if indoor), cool off on a hot summer’s day (if outdoor) or watch all the posers strut their stuff.
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            Healing Waters
        

        
            Of course, not everyone goes to the baths for fun and relaxation. The warm, mineral-rich waters are also meant to relieve a number of specific complaints, ranging from arthritis and pains in the joints and muscles, to poor blood circulation and post-traumatic stress. And they are a miracle cure (and we can vouch for this) for that most unpleasant affliction: the dreaded hangover.
        


        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Opening Hours
            

            
                Opening times and whether men, women and/or everyone is welcome depend on the day of the week. See individual listings in the neighbourhood chapters.
            

            
                Costs
            

            
                Admission charges start at 2800Ft; in theory this allows you to stay for two hours on weekdays and 1½ hours at weekends, though this rule is not always enforced.
            

            
                Useful Websites
            

            
                
                    Budapest Spas and Hot Springs
                
                  
                (www.budapestgyogyfurdoi.hu) 
                Excellent source of information.

            
                Points to Ponder
            

            »
                Please note that some baths become gay venues on male-only days, particularly the Király Baths. Not much actually goes on except for some intensive cruising, but those not into it may feel uncomfortable.
            

            »
                Though some of the baths look a little rough around the edges, they are clean and the water is changed regularly. However, you might consider taking along a pair of plastic sandals or flip-flops.
            

            »
                Flip-flops are also useful at some of the pools (eg Palatinus Strand) where the abundant concrete reaches scorching point in hot weather.
            

        

        


         
            What’s Inside

        
            The layout of most of Budapest’s baths – 
            both old and new – follows a similar pattern: a series of indoor thermal pools, where temperatures range from warm to hot, with steam rooms, saunas, ice-cold plunge pools and rooms for massage. Some have outdoor pools with fountains, sprays and whirlpools.

        
            Most baths offer a full range of serious medical treatments plus more indulgent services such as massage (2500/4000Ft for 15/30 minutes), reflexology (3500Ft for 15 minutes) and pedicure (5500Ft). Specify what you want when buying your ticket.
        

        
            Depending on the time and day, baths can be for men or women only. There are usually mixed days and some baths – the Széchenyi Baths (
            Click here
            ), for example – are always for men and women together. On single-sex days or in same-sex sections, men are usually handed drawstring loincloths and women apron-like garments to don, though the use of bathing suits is on the increase even on single-sex days. You must wear a bathing suit on mixed-sex days; these are available for hire (1000Ft) if you don’t have your own. Many pools require the use of a bathing cap, so bring your own or wear the disposable one provided or sold for a nominal fee. Most pools also rent towels (1000Ft).
        

        
            [image: 10-baths-bud5]

            
        

        
            Getting In & Out
        

        
            The procedure for getting out of your street clothes and into the water requires some explanation. All baths and pools have cabins or lockers. In most of the baths nowadays you are given an electronic bracelet that directs you to, and then opens, your locker or cabin. Others – the Gellért Baths (
            Click here
            ) springs to mind – still employ the old, more personal method. Find a free locker or cabin yourself, and after getting changed in (or beside) it, seek out an attendant, who will lock it for you and hand you a numbered tag to tie on your costume or ‘apron’. Please note: in order to prevent theft should you lose or misplace the tag, the number is not the same as the one on the locker, so commit the locker number to memory.
        

        
            Choosing a Bathing Experience
        

        
            Which bath you decide to visit is really a matter of choice, but certainly consider one of our three favourites:
        

        
            
                Rudas Baths 
            (
            Click here
            ) These renovated baths are the most Turkish of all in Budapest, built in 1566, with an octagonal pool, domed cupola with coloured glass and massive columns. They’re mostly men-only during the week, but turn into a real zoo on mixed weekend nights.
        

        
            
                Gellért Baths
             
            (Click here
            ) Soaking in the art nouveau Gellért Baths, open to both men and women in separate sections, has been likened to taking a bath in a cathedral. The indoor swimming pools are the most beautiful in the city.
        

        
            
                Széchenyi Baths
             
            (Click here
            ) The gigantic ‘wedding-cake’ building in City Park houses the Széchenyi Baths, which are unusual for three reasons: their immensity (a dozen thermal baths and five swimming pools); the bright, clean atmosphere; and the high temperature of the water (up to 38°C).
        

        
            
                Return of the Rácz Baths
            

            
                Budapest’s spa aficionados went into meltdown when the 
                    Rácz Baths
                  
                    (
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                    178, 178A)
                 
                closed for renovations in 2002; its 19th-century neoclassical exterior designed by Miklós Ybl in a lovely Tabán park hid an authentic 16th-century Turkish delight. Now we hear the rebuild is coming to a close and the spa complex and attached 67-room hotel (total bill: €33 million) should be open by the time you read this.

        

        
        
            Other baths also have their special features. The waters of the Lukács Baths (click here) are meant to cure just about everything from spinal deformation and vertebral dislocation to calcium deficiency. The four pools at Király Baths (click here), while begging for a renovation, are Turkish and date back to the late 16th century. The facilities at the Danubius Health Spa Margitsziget (
            Click here
            ) on Margaret Island are soulless but modern and the choice of special treatments (lymph drainage, anyone?) is enviable.
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            As for pools, well, again it depends on what you have in mind. If you’re serious about doing laps and keeping fit, visit the pools at Alfréd Hajós (
            Click here
            ) on Margaret Island or Császár-Komjádi (
            Click here
            ) in Óbuda. If you’re just after a day of sunbathing, with the occasional dip, consider the Palatinus Strand (
            Click here
            ) on Margaret Island or the Dagály (
            Click here
            ) complex north of Újlipótváros.
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                Eating
            

        


        
            
                The dining scene in Budapest has undergone a sea change in recent years. Hungarian food has ‘lightened up’, offering the same wonderfully earthy and spicy tastes but in less calorific dishes. A number of vegetarian (or partially meatless) restaurants have opened up, and the choice of eateries with cuisines other than Magyar is greater than ever before.
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            Restaurant Revolution
        

        
            You could almost call it a restaurant revolution. Stodgy main dishes have been brought up to date and jocularly christened 
                kortárs magyar konyha
            
            (modern Hungarian cuisine). And more and more restaurants have a greater selection of ‘real’ vegetarian dishes – not just fried cheese and stuffed mushroom caps. Many midrange and top-end eateries are concentrating on wine serious wine – as never before, and they are excellent places to try some of Hungary’s superb vintages. It won’t be long before you discover some of Hungarian cuisine’s ‘matches made in heaven’: sweet Tokaji Aszú with goose liver; ruby-red Kékfrankos with 
                pörkölt
             
            (goulash); bone-dry white Furmint with fish.

        
            Hungarian Specialities
        

        
            Bread, Dumplings & Noodles
        


            Hungarians say they ‘eat bread with bread’, and leftover 
                kenyér 
            (bread) has been used to thicken soups and stews since the reign of 15th-century King Matthias; 
                kifli
             
            (crescent-
            shaped rolls) on the other hand gained popularity during the Turkish occupation. Uniquely Magyar are the flour-based 
                galuska 
            (dumplings) and 
                tarhonya 
            (barley-shaped egg pasta) served with 
                pörkölt 
            and 
                paprikás
            
            .
        

  
        
                
                    Need to Know
                

                
                    Price Ranges 

                    In our Eating reviews the following price indicators represent the cost of a two-course meal with drink for one person.

                
                    € 
                    under 3000Ft

                
                    €€ 
                    3000Ft to 6500Ft

                
                    €€€ 
                    over 6500Ft

                
                    Opening Hours
                

                »
                    Most restaurants are open from 10am or 11am to 11pm or midnight.
                

                »
                    Arrive by 9pm or 10pm (at the latest) to ensure being seated and served.
                

                
                    Reservations 

                    It is advisable to book tables at midrange to top-end restaurants any time but especially at the weekend.

                
                    Tipping 

                    For the curious way people tip at restaurants in Budapest, Click here.

                
                    Menu Decoder 

                    For translations of key menu items, see the boxed text, opposite.

                
                    Etiquette
                

                »
                    People in Budapest tend to meet their friends and entertain outside their homes at cafes and restaurants.
                

                »
                    If you are invited to a local person’s home, bring a bunch of flowers or a bottle of good local wine.
                

                »
                    Hungarians don’t clink glasses when drinking beer – wine is fine – because that’s how the Habsburgs celebrated the defeat of Lajos Kossuth in the 1848–49 War of Independence.
                

            


      
            Soups
        

        
            A Hungarian meal starts with 
                leves
            
            (soup). This is usually something relatively light like 
                gombaleves 
            (mushroom soup) or 
                húsgombócleves 
            (tiny liver dumplings in bouillon). More substantial soups are 
                gulyásleves
            
            (a thick beef soup cooked with onions, cubed potatoes and paprika) and 
                bableves 
            (a thick bean soup usually made with meat). Another favourite is 
                halászlé
             
            (fisherman’s soup), a rich soup of fish stock, poached carp or catfish, tomatoes, green peppers and paprika.

        
            Meat & Stews
        

        
            People here eat an astonishing amount of meat. Pork, beef, veal and poultry are the meats most commonly consumed, and they can be breaded and fried, baked, simmered in 
                lecsó
             
            (a tasty mix of peppers, tomatoes and onions) or turned into some paprika-flavoured creation.

        
            The most popular dish prepared with paprika is the thick beef soup, 
                gulyás
            
            (or 
                gulyásleves
            
            ), usually eaten as a main course. 
                Pörkölt
            
            (‘stew’), is closer to what foreigners call ‘goulash’; the addition of sour cream, a reduction in paprika and the use of white meat such as chicken makes the dish 
                paprikás
            
            .
        

        
            Goose legs and livers and turkey breasts 
            though not much else of either bird make an appearance on most menus. Lamb and mutton are rarely seen.

        
            Fish 

        
            Freshwater fish, such as the indigenous 
                fogas
            
            (great pike-perch) and the younger, smaller and more prized 
                süllő
            
            from Lake Balaton, and 
                ponty
             
            (carp) from the nation’s rivers and streams, is plentiful but often overcooked by Western standards.

        
            Vegetable Dishes
        

        
            Fresh salad is often called 
                vitamin saláta
            
            and is generally available when lettuce is in season; almost everything else is 
                savanyúság
            
            , ‘sours’ that can be anything from mildly sour-sweet cucumbers, pickled peppers and very acidic sauerkraut. Such things actually go very well with heavy meat dishes.
        

        
            The traditional way of preparing 
                zöldség
            
            (vegetables) is in 
                főzelék,
             
            Hungary’s unique ‘twice-cooked’ vegetable dish. To make it, peas, green beans, lentils, marrow or cabbage are fried or boiled and then mixed into a roux with milk. This dish is sometimes topped with a few slices of meat and enjoyed at lunch.



            In regular restaurants, vegetarians can usually order any number of types of 
                főzelék 
            as well as
            
                gombafejek rántva 
            (fried mushroom caps) and pasta and noodle dishes with cheese, such as 
                túrós csusza 
            and 
                sztrapacska
            
            . Other vegetarian 
            dishes include 
                gombaleves
            
            (mushroom soup), 
                gyümölcsleves 
            (fruit soup) in season, 
                rántott sajt 
            (fried cheese) and 
                sajtos kenyér 
            (sliced bread with soft cheese). 
                Bableves 
            (bean soup) usually – but not always – contains meat. 
                Palacsinta 
            (pancakes) may be savoury and made with 
                sajt 
            (cheese) or 
                gomba 
            (mushrooms), or sweet and prepared with 
                dió
            
            (nuts) or 
                mák 
            (poppy seeds).
        


        
                
                    Menu Decoder
                

                
                    Menus are often translated into German and English, with mixed degrees of success. The following is a sample menu as it would appear in many restaurants in Budapest. It’s far from complete, but it gives a good idea of what to expect. The main categories on a menu include those listed here; készételek are ready-made dishes that are kept warm or just heated up, while frissensültek are made to order and thus take longer. Other words you might encounter are halételek or halak (fish dishes), szárnyasok (poultry dishes) and sajtok (cheeses).
                

                
                    Előételek (Appetisers)
                

                
                    
                        Hortobágyi
                     
                        palacsinta
                     
                    Meat-filled pancakes with paprika sauce

                
                    
                        libamájpástétom
                     
                    Goose-liver pâté

                
                    
                        rántott gombafejek
                     
                    Breaded and fried mushroom caps

                
                    Levesek (Soups)
                

                
                    
                        csontleves
                     
                    Consommé/bouillon (usually beef)

                
                    
                        Jókai bableves
                     
                    Bean soup with meat

                
                    
                        meggyleves
                     
                    Cold sour-cherry soup (served in summer)

                
                    
                        tyúkhúsleves
                     
                    Chicken soup with carrot, kohlrabi, parsley and celery root

                
                    Saláták (Salads)
                

                
                    
                        cékla saláta
                     
                    Pickled beetroot salad

                
                    
                        ecetes almapaprika
                     
                    Pickled small round peppers

                
                    
                        paradicsom saláta
                     
                    Tomato salad

                
                    
                        uborka saláta
                     
                    Lightly pickled-cucumber salad

                
                    
                        vegyes saláta
                     
                    Mixed salad (sometimes of pickles)

                
                    Köretek (Side Dishes)
                

                
                    
                        rizi-bizi
                     
                    Rice with peas

                
                    
                        sült hasábburgonya
                     
                    Chips (French fries)

                
                    Készételek 
                    (Ready-Made Dishes)

                
                    
                        csirke paprikás
                     
                    Chicken cooked with sour cream and paprika

                
                    
                        (marha)pörkölt
                     
                    (Beef) stew (many types)

                
                    
                        töltött 
                        káposzta 
                    Stuffed cabbage

                
                    
                        töltött paprika
                     
                    Stuffed peppers

                
                    Frissensültek 
                    (Dishes Made to Order)

                
                    
                        Bécsiszelet
                     
                    Wiener schnitzel

                
                    
                        Brassói aprópecsenye
                     
                    Braised pork ‘Braşov-style’

                
                    
                        cigánypecsenye
                     
                    Roast pork ‘Gypsy-style’

                
                    
                        csülök
                     
                    Smoked pork knuckle

                
                    
                        hagymás rostélyos
                     
                    Beef sirloin fried with onions

                
                    
                        rántott hátszínszelet
                     
                    Breaded and fried rump steak

                
                    
                        rántott pulykamell
                     
                    Breaded and fried turkey breast

                
                    
                        sertésborda
                     
                    Pork chop

                
                    
                        sült csirkecomb
                     
                    Roast chicken thigh

                
                    
                        sült libacomb
                     
                    Roast goose leg

                
                    Édességek (Desserts)
                

                
                    
                        Dobos orta
                     
                    Multilayered ‘Dobos’ chocolate and cream cake with caramelised brown sugar top

                
                    
                        Gundel palacsinta
                     
                    ‘Gundel’ flambéed pancake with chocolate and nuts

                
                    
                        rétes
                     
                    Strudel

                
                    
                        Somlói galuska
                     
                    ‘Somló-style’ sponge cake with chocolate and whipped cream

                
            

        
            Ethnic Food
        

        
            A wide choice of ethnic food – from Middle Eastern and Greek to Indian and Chinese has become the norm in Budapest. As elsewhere, imported cuisines can often be ‘localised’ – that spicy Chinese dish may taste more of paprika than Szechuan peppercorn – but local people are becoming more demanding as they travel more widely. The fast food of choice in the capital is no longer cheap-and-cheerful 
                lángos
             
            (deep-fried dough with various toppings, usually cheese and sour cream), but kebabs and felafel.


        
            
                Paprika: Hungary’s 
                Red Gold

            
                Paprika, the 
                    piros arany
                 
                (‘red gold’) so essential in Hungarian cuisine, is cultivated primarily around the cities of Szeged and Kalocsa on Hungary’s Great Plain. About 10,000 tonnes of the spice are produced annually, 55% of which is exported. Hungarians each consume about 500g of the red stuff – richer in Vitamin C than citrus fruits – every year. Not only is paprika used when preparing dishes but it also appears on restaurant tables as a condiment beside the salt and pepper shakers.

            
                There are many types of fresh or dried paprika available in Budapest markets and shops, including the rose, apple and royal varieties. But as a ground spice it is most commonly sold as 
                    csipős 
                (‘hot’) or 
                    erős
                
                (‘strong’) paprika and 
                    édes
                 
                (‘sweet’) paprika.

        


        
            Markets
        

        
            Budapest counts about 20 large food markets, most of them in Pest. The vast majority are closed on Sunday, and Monday is always very quiet, with only a few stalls staffed. The Nagycsarnok (
            Click here
            ) is a good introduction but can get crowded with tourists in season. Instead, check out the Rákóczi tér market (
            Click here
            ) or the covered market at Lehel tér (
            Click here
            ) in Újlipótváros. Fresh food at markets is sold by weight or by piece 
                (darab)
            
            . When ordering by weight, you specify by kilos or 
                deka 
            (decagrams; 50dg is equal to 500g, or a little more than 1lb).
        

        
            Patisseries & Cake Shops
        

        
            Hungarians love sweets, and desserts taken at
             
                ebéd
            (lunch) or 
                vacsora
            
            (dinner or supper) include 
                Somlói galuska 
            (sponge cake with chocolate and whipped cream) and 
                Gundel palacsinta
            
            (flambéed pancake with chocolate and nuts). More complicated pastries, such as 
                Dobos torta
            
            (a layered chocolate and cream cake with a caramelised brown sugar top) and the wonderful 
                rétes 
            (strudel), filled with poppy seeds, cherry preserves or 
                túró
            
            (curd or cottage cheese), are usually consumed mid-afternoon in one of Budapest’s ubiquitous 
                cukrászdák
             
            (cake shops). These can either be the traditional variety or the new modern-style cafes; for the best of both, Click here
            .
        


    
        
            Eating by Neigbourhood
        

        »
            
                Castle District
             
            (Click here
            ) It’s relatively expensive and touristy on Castle Hill, but more serious (mostly Hungarian) restaurants have recently arrived on the scene.
        

        »
            
                Óbuda & Buda Hills
             
            (Click here
            ) Some historical eateries in Óbuda date so far back they appear in literary works; the Buda Hills are known for outdoor restaurants and barbecues.
        

        »
            
                Belváros
             
            (Click here
            ) The choice is good but prices not always right in what is expense-account territory; head north or south for better deals.
        

        »
            
                Parliament & Around
             
            click here
            ) Some fine eateries catering to all budgets around the basilica and Central European University.
        

        »
            
                Erzsébetváros & the Jewish Quarter
             
            (Click here
            ) This area has the largest choice of cuisine – from South Slav and Jewish/kosher to French and Nepalese.
        

        »
            
                City Park & Beyond
             
            (Click here
            ) Splurge territory be it at fancy Gundel or lakeside Robinson.
        

    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                Múzeum
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Still going strong a quarter into its second century, this old-world place combines excellent service and top-notch cooking.
        

        
            
                Klassz
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Unusual for a wine restaurant, both the vintages 
                and
             
            the food are top-class.

        
            
                Csalogány 26
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Odd location in Buda but some say this is the best eatery in Budapest.
        

        
            
                Tigris
             
            (click here
            ) Wine and goose liver (and other bits of the cantankerous bird) figure predominately here.
        

        
            
                Kisbuda Gyöngye
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Fin-de-siècle atmosphere in an antiques-cluttered Óbuda eatery.
        

        
            
                Rosenstein
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Upmarket Jewish (but not kosher) and Hungarian cuisine near the Keleti train station.
        

        
            Best by Budget
        

        
            €
        

        
            Vapiano
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kisharang
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Fruccola
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Ring
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pozsonyi Kisvendéglő (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            €€
        

        
            Gerlóczy
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Vár: a Speiz (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kőleves
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Építész Pince (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Kör (
            click here
            )
        

        
            €€€
        

        
            Baraka (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Pierrot (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Nobu
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Babel Delikát
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best by Cuisine
        

        
            Asian
        

        
            Seoul House
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fuji Japán
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Parázs Presszó
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Koreai-Kinai Étterem
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Kilenc Sárkány
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fish & Seafood
        

        
            Philippe le Belge
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Horgásztanya Vendéglő
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Új Sípos Halászkert
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mosselen
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hungarian (Traditional)
        

        
            Kádár
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Toldi Konyhája (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Fülemüle
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kéhli
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kárpátia
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hungarian (Modern)
        

        
            Mák
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            21 Magyar Vendéglő (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tabáni Terasz (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Onyx
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Italian
        

        
            Marcello
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Trattoria Toscana (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Bottega della Famiglia (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tom-George Italiano (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Gastronomia Pomo d’Oro (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Sub-Continental
        

        
            Salaam Bombay (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Bangla Büfé (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mughal Shahi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kashmir
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Pándzsáb
             
            Tandoori
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

         
            Vegetarian

        
            Éden (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Napfényes
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Govinda
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Napos
             
            Oldal
             
            (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Falafel
             
            Faloda
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Garden Seating
        

        
            Hemingway
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Robinson
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Náncsi
             
            Néni
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Rozmaring
              
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Flamingo
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Breakfast
        

        
            New York Café
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Déryné Bisztró (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Centrál Kávéház (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pastrami (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Good-Value Lunch
        

        
            RumBach 7 (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mini Bistro (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Carne di Hall (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Tranzit Art Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Café Alibi (
            Click here
            )
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                Drinking & Nightlife
            

        


        
            
                Budapest is loaded with cafes, pubs and bars, and there are enough to satisfy every taste. And for popular seasonal outdoor venues, there are the wonderful (and uniquely Budapest) ‘garden clubs’ and ‘ruin bars’. Wine bars, where some pretty serious tasting goes on along with the quaffing, are something new and the club scene is, well, the stuff of legend.
            

        

        
            Nightlife Hot Spots
        

        
            Pest has all sorts of strips dedicated to nightlife – from the ultratouristed V Duna korzó  along the Danube, with pricey watering holes commanding fine views of Buda Castle, to leafy VI Andrássy út , just the place to watch Budapest high society sashay by. But the two main areas are trendy VI Liszt Ferenc tér , where you’ll have to fight a duel to the death for a spot under the plane trees, and IX Ráday utca , a more subdued pedestrianised street in Józsefváros full of pubs and bars, restaurants and modern cafes. Up-and-coming is car-free V Szent István tér  behind the Basilica of St Stephen. On the Buda side, concentrated nightlife areas are few and far between, but include somewhat subdued Castle Hill and the rather dispersed II Széll Kálmán tér.
        

        
            Pubs & Bars
        

        
            Drinking establishments in Budapest run the gamut from Irish-themed ‘pubs’ and all-night hostel boozers, where the sole purpose is to drink till you drop, to much more refined wine and cocktail bars.
        

        
            If you want to sample the local brew (Hungary produces a number of its own beers, including Dreher, Kőbányai and Arany Ászok) head for a 
                söröző,
             
            a ‘pub’ with draught beer
                (csapolt sör) 
            served in a 
                pohár 
            (0.3L) or 
                korsó 
            (0.4L or 0.5L).
        

        
            Hungary also makes some excellent wines, many unknown outside its borders. The most distinctive reds come from Villány and Szekszárd in Southern Transdanubia and the best dry whites are produced around Lake Balaton and in Somló. The red Bikavér (Bull’s Blood) from Eger and the honey-sweet white Tokaj wines are much better known abroad, however.
        

        
            A 
                borozó 
            is a traditional establishment (usually a dive) serving wine; a 
                pince 
            (or 
                bor pince
            
            ) is the same thing but in a cellar. Modern wine bars are the new black. Many serve wine by the 
                deci 
            (decilitre, 0.1L) so you can sample a wide range of vintages. And, just in case, they usually serve light dishes (cheese, sliced meats, salads etc) as blotter.
        

        
            Garden Clubs & Ruin Bars
        

        
            During the long and often very hot summers, so-called 
                kertek 
            (literally ‘gardens’, but in Budapest any outdoor spot that has been converted into an entertainment zone) empty out even the most popular indoor bars and clubs. These venues, including courtyards and 
                romkocsmák 
            (ruin bars) that rise phoenix-like from abandoned buildings, can change from year to year and a definitive list is usually not available until spring. Check the 
                Ruin Bars
             
             
                (www.romkocsmak.hu) 
            website for updates. In this book we call these venues ‘garden clubs’ for lack of a better name in English.

        
            The atmosphere varies from place to place. Some are just outdoor bars with canned music, while others – usually in more remote neighbourhoods (eg on Margaret Island or near City Park) – have live music and dancing and can get quite raucous. Some of them have bars serving 
                pálinka
            
            , a strong brandy or eau-de-vie distilled from a variety of fruits (most commonly from apricots or plums) that kicks like a mule. These are also good place to try Unicum, a bitter aperitif that has been around since 1790 but has been reclaimed by young Magyars in recent years as the new Jägermeister.
        

        
            Clubs
        

        
            Budapest offers a club scene unmatched elsewhere in the region and there’s everything on offer from underground (in every sense) venues where DJs spin quality retro and indie to enormous meat markets attracting the posh along with porno stars. Like everywhere, clubs in Budapest don’t really get off the ground until well after Cinderella’s coach has turned into a pumpkin – or later. Not all clubs and music bars in Budapest levy a cover charge, but those that do will for between 1500Ft and 3500Ft at the door. The trendier (and trashier) places usually let women in free.
        

        
            Cafes & Teahouses
        

        
            Cafe life has a long and colourful history in Budapest. The Turks introduced coffee to the Hungarians (who first called it ‘black soup’) in the early 16th century, and the coffee house was an essential part of the social scene here long before it had even made an appearance in Vienna or Paris. In the final decades of the Austro-Hungarian empire, Budapest counted some 600 cafes.
        

        
            A 
                kávéháv 
            is literally a ‘coffee house’ (ie cafe). An 
                eszpresszó,
            
            along with being a type of coffee, is essentially a coffee house too (also called 
                presszó
            
            ), but it usually also sells alcoholic drinks and light snacks. A 
                cukrászda 
            serves cakes, pastries and ice cream as well as hot and cold drinks. In all these places the drink of choice is 
                kávé
            
            (coffee) – as a single black 
                (fekete) 
            or double 
                (dupla)
            
            . 
                Tejes kávé
             
            (coffee with frothed milk) is closer to a cappuccino.

        
            Old-style cafes, some of which date back as much as a century and a half, abound in Budapest and some of them are classic examples of their type, with ornate fin-de-siècle decor and sometimes service as antiquated as the surrounds. They were once the centre of social life and in them alliances were formed and momentous events planned and plotted (
            Click here
            ). Generally, these cafes are frequented by older folk and tourists; places like the Ruszwurm Cukrászda on Castle Hill and Gerbeaud in Belváros can get swamped in season. Younger Budapesters prefer the new breed of coffee house, done up in glass and chrome and serving as much skinny decaf as cappuccino.
        

        
            Teahouses have become very trendy in Budapest in recent years and they’re often quite stylish places. In general, black or ‘English’ is not so popular (and never served with milk), though you’ll always be able to choose from a wide range of herbal teas and fruit tisanes.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Opening Hours
            

            »
                Cafes: 8am or 9am to anywhere from 6pm to 1am
            

            »
                Bars: 11am to midnight Sunday to Thursday, to 1am or 2am Friday and Saturday
            

            »
                Clubs: anywhere from 8pm to 11pm to 3am to dawn
            

            
                Print & Online Resources
            

            »
                Useful freebies include 
                    Budapest Funzine
                
                (www.funzine.hu) and 
                    PestiEst
                 
                (www.est.hu, in Hungarian).

            »
                The 
                    Budapest Times
                 
                (www.budapesttimes.hu) includes a ‘14-Day Guide’ to entertainment each week.

            
                Costs
            

            »
                
                    Korsó
                 
                (0.5L) of Dreher beer in pub or cafe: 400Ft to 750Ft

            »
                Cheap/good bottle of wine (75cL) in supermarket: 700/2500Ft
            

            »
                Cup of coffee in cafe: 250Ft to 550Ft
            

            »
                Glass of wine: from 550Ft
            

            »
                Cocktail: from 1000Ft
            

            »
                Club cover charge (if any): 1500Ft to 3500Ft
            

            
                Tipping
            

            
                For tipping conventions in Budapest, 
                Click here
                .
            

        

    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                Gödör 
            (
            Click here
            ) Very central entertainment venue – it used to be a bus station – that has something for everyone: cafe by day and club by night, with everything from folk and world but especially rock and pop.
        

        
            
                Action Bár
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Head to this men-only bar with nightly shows when you are seriously OFB (out for business).
        

        
            
                Café Ponyvaregény
             
            (Click here
            ) One of the first ‘retro cafes’ in Budapest, the ‘Pulp Fiction’ is still cock of the walk.
        

        
            
                Ruszwurm Cukrászda
            
              
            (
            Click here
            )Dating back to the early 19th century, this is the oldest traditional cafe in town.
        

        
            
                Bambi Presszó
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) Bambi hasn’t changed a bit in almost half a century, which seems to please just about everyone.
        

        
            
                Kiadó Kocsma
            
              
            (
            click here
            ) A nice alternative to the ‘Tér’ just across the road, the ‘For Sale’ is a chilled spot for a pint.
        

        
            Best Wine & Cocktail Bars
        

        
            Dobló (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Oscar American Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Szatyor Bár (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Calgary Antik Bár (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Paris Texas (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Bars & Pubs
        

        
            Vittula (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cökxpôn (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Pántlika (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Caledonia (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Lánchíd Söröző (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Clubs
        

        
            DPU Chachacha (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Anker Klub (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Cinetrip (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            A38 Hajó (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Corvintető (click here)
        

        
            Best Traditional Cafes
        

        
            Művész Kávéház (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Gerbeaud (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Alexandra Book Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hadik Kávéház (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Modern Cafes & Teahouses
        

        
            Café Csiga (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            1000 Tea (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Csendes (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Mozaik (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Két Szerecsen (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Garden Clubs & Ruin Bars
        

        
            Instant (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Holdudvar
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Grandió
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Szimpla
             
            Kert
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Romkert
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best Gay & Lesbian Venues
        

        
            Le Café M Bar (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Café Eklektika (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Adonis (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            CoXx Men’s Bar (
            Click here
            )
        

        
    

  
    [image: category-entertainment-lge-png]
        
        
            
                Entertainment
            

        


        
            
                For a city its size, Budapest has a huge choice of things to do and places to go after dark – from opera and folk dancing to live jazz and films screened in palatial cinemas that go by the name of ‘film palaces’. It’s usually not difficult getting tickets or getting in; the hard part is deciding what to do and where to go.
            

        

        
            Music
        

        
            Classical & Opera
        

        
            Apart from the city’s main concert halls, including the Ferenc Liszt Music Academy (
            Click here
            ), the Palace of Arts (
            Click here
            ) and the Hungarian State Opera House (
            Click here
            ), many museums and other venues feature chamber music. They include, in Pest, the Old Music Academy, where the Franz Liszt Memorial Museum (
            Click here
            ) is housed; 
                Magyar Rádió Marble Hall  
            
                (Magyar Rádió Márványterme; 
            
            

            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                328 7878; VIII Pollack Mihály tér 8; 
            [image: icontramgif]
            
                47, 49)
            
            ; and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (
            click here
            ). ‘Second-tier’ venues in Buda include the Budapest History Museum (
            Click here
            ), the Millennium Theatre (
            Click here
            ), the Music History Museum (
            Click here
            ) and the Béla Bartók Memorial House (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Organ recitals are best heard in the city’s churches, including Matthias Church
              
            (
            Click here
            ) and the Church of St Anne
              
            (
            Click here
            ) in Buda, and the Basilica of St Stephen (
            click here
            ), the Inner Town Parish Church (
            Click here
            ) and 
                
                St Michael’s Inner Town Church
             
             
                (Belvárosi Szent Mihály Templom; 
 V Váci utca 47/b; 
            [image: iconmetrogif]
            
                M3 Ferenciek tere) 
            in Pest.
        

        
            Rock, Pop & Jazz
        

        
            A number of bars and pubs feature live pop or rock music throughout the week. Top venues include Old Man’s Music Pub (
            Click here
            ) and Roham (
            Click here
            ). For jazz, nothing beats the Budapest Jazz Club (
            Click here
            ), though Columbus (
            Click here
            ), on a boat moored in the Danube, is a more interesting venue.
        

        
            Folk & Traditional
        

        
            Authentic 
                táncház 
            (literally ‘dance house’, but really folk-music workshops) are held at various locations throughout the week, but less frequently in summer. Times and venues often change; consult the publications on click here and expect to pay 500Ft to 1000Ft. Useful, too, are the websites of the 
                Dance House Guild
              
                (www.tanchaz.hu, in Hungarian)
            
            and 
                Folkrádió
              
                (www.folkradio.hu)
            
            . The former also lists bands playing other types of traditional music such as 
                klezmer
            
            (Jewish folk music); two of the best are the 
                Budapest Klezmer Band
              
                (www.budapestklezmer.hu)
            and the 
                Sabbathsong
              
                Klezmer Band
              
                (www.sabbathsong.hu)
            
            . Hear the latter at the Spinoza Café (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Dance
        

        
            Classical & Modern
        

        
            The 
                Hungarian National Ballet
              
                (www.opera.hu) 
            is based at the Hungarian State Opera House (Click here
            ), though it occasionally performs at the National Dance Theatre (
            Click here
            ) in the Castle District. The premier venue for modern dance is the MU Színház (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Folk
        

        
            Two of Hungary’s best-known folk-dance troupes, the Hungarian State Folk Ensemble (Magyar Állami Népi Együttes) and the Rajkó Folk Ensemble (Rajkó Népi Együttes), perform on selected evenings from May to October. For bookings and more information, contact 
                Hungária Koncert
              
                (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            
                317 1377, 317 2754; www.ticket.info.hu)
            
            .
        

        
            Theatre & Film
        

        
            It’s unlikely you’ll brave a play in the Hungarian language, but the József Katona Theatre (
            Click here
            ) is the place to go if you do. The nearby Merlin Theatre (
            Click here
            ) is home to Budapest’s only English-language theatre company, Scallabouche.
        



    
    
            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

            
                Print & Online Resources
            

            »
                 The Budapest Times (www.budapesttimes.hu) includes a ‘14-Day Guide’ to entertainment each week.

            »
                Useful freebies for popular listings include Budapest Funzine (www.funzine.hu) and PestiEst (www.est.hu, in Hungarian).

            »
                 The monthly freebie Koncert Kalendárium (www.koncertkalendarium.hu) has more serious offerings: classical concerts, opera, dance and the like.

            
                Buying Tickets
            



You can book almost anything online at www.jegymester.hu, www.showtimebudapest.hu and www.kulturinfo.hu, or try the most useful booking agencies in town:

Ticket Express (Offline map; [image: iconphonegif]06-30 303 0999; www.tex.hu; VI Andrássy út 18; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat; [image: iconmetrogif]M1 Opera) Largest ticket-office network in the city.

Ticket Pro (Offline map; [image: iconphonegif]555 5155; www.ticketpro.hu; VII Károly körút 9; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat; [image: iconmetrogif]M1/2/3 Deák Ferenc tér) Smaller, more personable agency, with tickets to plays and shows, concerts and sporting events.

Rózsavölgyi és Társa (Offline map; [image: iconphonegif]318 3500; www.lira.hu, in Hungarian; V Szervita tér 5; [image: iconhoursgif]10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat; [image: iconmetrogif]M1/2/3 Deák Ferenc tér) In the music shop of that name (click here) and good for classical concerts and the like.

        



        
            A couple of dozen cinemas in Budapest screen English-language films with Hungarian subtitles. Consult the listings in the freebie 
                Budapest Funzine 
            (www.funzine.hu) or 
                PestiEst
             
            (www.est.hu, in Hungarian) to find out where and when these showings are on.

        
            Be aware though that many foreign films are also dubbed into Hungarian, usually indicated in listings with the words 
                magyarul beszélő
            
            or simply ‘mb’. Films that have been given Hungarian subtitles 
                (feliratos),
             
            rather than being dubbed, will retain their original soundtrack.

        
            Spectator Sport
        

        
            The most popular spectator sports are football and water polo, although motor racing (especially during the Formula 1 Hungarian Grand Prix; 
            Click here
            ) and horse racing – both trotting and flat racing – 
            at Kincsem Park (Click here
            ) also have their fans.
        

        
            The best source of information on sport is the mass-circulation daily 
                Nemzeti Sport
              
                (National Sport; www.nemzetisport.hu, in Hungarian)
            .
        

        
            Football
        

        
            Once on top of the heap of European football – the national team’s victory over England both at Wembley (6-3) in 1953 and at home (7-1) the following year are still talked about as if the winning goals were scored yesterday – Hungary has failed to qualify for any major tournament since 1986 (though they were semi-finalists at the 2008 European Under-19 Championship). The national team plays at Ferenc Puskás Stadium (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            There are five premier league football teams in Budapest out of a total of 16 nationwide, including Újpest, which plays at far-flung 
                Ferenc Szusza Stadium
              
                (IV Megyeri út 13; 
            [image: iconbusgif]
            
                96, 196)
            
            , seating 13,500 fans; and MTK, based at 
                Nándor Hidegkúti Stadium
              
                (VIII Salgótarjáni utca 12-14; 
            [image: icontramgif]
            
                1, 1A)
            
            , accommodating 12,700 spectators. But no club has dominated Budapest football over the years like Ferencváros Torna Club (FTC), who play at Flórián Albert Stadium (
            Click here
            ) in Pest. For match schedules pick up a copy 
                Nemzeti Sport
            
            or check the 
                Hungarian Football
             
            
                (www.hungarianfootball.com) 
            website.

        
            Water Polo
        

        
            Hungary has dominated the European Championships in water polo a dozen times since 1926 and taken nine gold medals at Olympic Games, so it’s worthwhile catching a professional or amateur game of this exciting seven-a-side sport. The 
                Hungarian Water Polo Association
              
                (MVLSZ; www.waterpolo.hu, in Hungarian)
             
            is based at the Alfréd Hajós (Click here
            ) swimming complex on Margaret Island.
        

        
    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                Ferenc Liszt Music Academy
             
            (Click here
            ) Budapest’s premier venue for classical concerts (though closed for renovations at the time of writing) – not just a place to go to hear music but an opportunity to ogle the wonderful decorative Zsolnay porcelain and frescoes as well.
        

        
            
                Palace of Arts
             
            (Click here
            ) The city’s newest cultural venue with two concert halls and near-perfect acoustics.
        

        
            
                Hungarian State Opera House
             
            (Click here
            ) Small but perfectly formed home to both the state opera company and the Hungarian National Ballet.
        

        
            
                Trafó House of Contemporary Arts
            
              
            (
            Click here
            ) A mixture of music, theatre and especially the cream of the crop of dance in southern Pest.
        

        
            
                Budapest Operetta 
            (
            Click here
            ) Campy fun for the whole family on Nagymező utca, Budapest’s Broadway or West End.
        

        
            
                Uránia National Cinema
             
            (Click here
            ) Art-deco/neo-Moorish extravaganza – a palatial place to see a film.
        

        
            Best for Film
        

        
            Kino (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Művész Art Mozi (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Örökmozgó (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Puskin Art Mozi (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Jazz & Blues
        

        
            Budapest Jazz Club (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Jedermann
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Columbus
             
            (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Nothin’ but the Blues (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Live Music
        

        
            Spinoza Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Old Man’s Music Pub (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Roham (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Ladó Café (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Szikra Cool House Tour (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Sport
        

        
            Flórián Albert Stadium (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Hungaroring (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Kincsem
             
            Park (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Alfréd Hajós (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Dance
        

        
            National Dance Theatre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            MU Színház (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Aranytíz Cultural Centre (
            click here
            )
        

        
            Municipal Cultural House (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Budavár Cultural Centre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Best for Theatre
        

        
            József Katona Theatre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Merlin Theatre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            National Theatre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Budapest Puppet Theatre (
            Click here
            )
        

        
    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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GLOSSARY

AFA - value-added tax (VAT)
alagut - tunnel

AVO - Rakosi's hated secret
police in the early years of com-
munism; later renamed AVH
bélyeg - stamps

BKV - Budapest Kozlekedési
Vallélat (Budapest Transport
Company)

bolhapiac - flea market
boroz6 - wine bar; any place
serving wine

Bp - abbreviation for Budapest
biicsti - farewell; also a church
patronal festival

biifé - snack bar

centrum - town or city centre
cukraszda - cake shop or
patisserie

Eclectic - an art/architectural
style popular in Hungary in the
Romantic period, drawing from
indigenous and foreign sources
eszpresszo - coffee shop, often
also selling alcoholic drinks and
snacks; strong, black coffee;
same as pressz6

étkezde - canteen that serves
simple dishes

étterem - restaurant

fapados - wooden bench;
budget (in reference to airlines)
fasor - boulevard, avenue
forint (Ft) - Hungary's monet-
ary unit

fokapitanysag - main police
station

gyogyfiirdé - thermal bath, spa
gyogyszertar - pharmacy
gylijtemény - collection

hajéallomas - ferry pier, landing

héz - house

hegy - hill, mountain

HEV - Helyiérdek( Vasiit (sub-
urban commuter train)

hid - bridge

HNTO - Hungarian National
Tourism Office

ifjusagi szallé - youth hostel
kastély - manor house or man-
sion (see var)

kévéhaz — coffee house
képtar - picture gallery
kertek - literally ‘gardens’, but
in Budapest any outdoor spot
that has been converted into an
entertainment zone
keriilet - city district
kincstar - treasury
Kiskdrat - ‘Little Ring Road"
kocsma - pub or saloon
kényvtar - library
korsé — 0.4L glass
- ring road

korzé - embankment, promen-
ade
koz - alley, mews, lane

6zpont — centre
krt - kordt (ring road)
labdarugas - football
langos - deep-fried dough with
various toppings, usually cheese
and sour cream
Iépes6 — stairs, steps
Mahart - Hungarian passenger
ferry company
Malév - Hungary's national
airline
MAV - Magyar Allamvasutak
(Hungarian State Railways)
megyék - counties
Nagykdrat - ‘Big Ring Road’
nyitva - open
nyitvatartas - opening hours
kiszolgald - self-service
OTP - Orszagos Takarékpenztar
(National Savings Bank)
palinka - fruit brandy
palota - palace
palyaudvar - train or railway
station
panzi6 - pension, guest house
patyolat - laundry
pénztar - cashier
iac — market
ince - wine cellar
pohar - 0.3L glass
pressz6 - aka eszpresszo (cof-
fee shop; strong, black coffee)
pu - abbreviation for palyaudvar
i (train station)

uttony - the number of ‘butts’
f sweet asz( essence added to
ase wines in making Tokaj wine
rakpart - quay, embankment
endérkapitanysag - police
tation

rendérség - police
romkocsma — ‘ruin bar’, tempo-
ary bars/entertainment zones
et up in disused building or site
ecessionism - art/architec-
ural style similar to art nouveau
edile (pl sedilia) - medieval
tone niche with seats

étany — walkwawy, promenade
kanzen - open-air museum
lisplaying village architecture
626 — beer bar or pub

24ll6 or szalloda - hotel
zékesegyhaz - cathedral
ziget - island

tanchaz - folk music and dance
jorkshop

templom - church

tér — town or market square
tere - genitive form of tér as

in Hosok tere (Square of the

turul - eaglelike totem of the
incient Magyars and now a
ational symbol

~ abbreviation for utca (street)
dvar - court

- road

itca - street

itcaja - genitive form of utca as
in Ferencesek utcaja (Street of
he Franciscans)

ja — genitive form of it as in
Martiroka dtja (Street of the
Martyrs)

ar - castle

jaros - city

roshaz or varoshaza - town
all

sasarcsarnok — market hall
endéglé - a type of restaurant
érva - closed
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