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        welcome toMorocco

      

      
    

    
      
                Morocco is an exotic gateway to Africa; its mountains, desert and coast are populated by Berbers and nomads, and its ancient medina lanes lead to souqs and riads.
            

      
            Mountains & Desert
        

      
            From Saharan dunes to the peaks of the High Atlas, Morocco could have been tailor-
            made for travellers. Lyrical landscapes carpet this sublime slice of North Africa like the richly coloured and patterned rugs you’ll lust after in local cooperatives. The mountains – not just the famous High Atlas but also the Rif and suntanned ranges leading to Saharan oases – offer simple, breathtaking pleasures: night skies glistening in the thin air; views over a fluffy cloudbank from the Tizi n’Test pass. On lower ground, there are rugged coastlines, waterfalls and caves in forested hills, and the mighty desert.

      
            Traditional Life
        

      
            The varied terrain may inform your dreams, but it shapes the very lives of Morocco’s Berbers, Arabs and Saharawis. Despite encroaching modernity, with motorways joining mosques and kasbahs as manmade features of the landscape, Moroccan people remain closely connected to the environment. The nomadic southern ‘blue men’ brave the desert’s burning expanses in robes and turbans, with mobile phones in hand. Likewise, traditional life continues – with tweaks – in the techniques of Berber carpet makers; in date cooperatives; in medina spice trading; and in the lifestyles in ports like Essaouira and mountain hamlets.
        

      
            Moroccan Activities
        

      
            Meeting the Moroccan people involves nothing more than sitting in a cafe and waiting for your mint tea to brew. The trick is to leave enough time to watch the world go by with the locals when there’s so much else to fit in: hiking up North Africa’s highest peak, learning to roll couscous, camel trekking, shopping in the souqs, getting lost in the medina, and sweating in the hammam. Between the activities, you can sleep in the famous riads, relax on panoramic terraces and grand squares, and mop up tajines flavoured with saffron and argan.
        

      
            Ancient Medinas
        

      
            Often exotic, sometimes overwhelming and
            always unexpected, these ancient centres are bursting with Maghrebi mystique and madness: the perfect complement to the serene countryside. When you hit town and join the crowds, you follow a fine tradition of nomads and traders stretching back centuries. Unesco has bestowed World Heritage status on medinas including Fez, the world’s largest living medieval Islamic city, and the carnivalesque Djemaa
            el-Fna in Marrakesh. The terrorist bomb on the square in April 2011 was a tragic episode in its history, but travellers should not be discouraged from visiting this welcoming, tolerant country.
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                    The kasbah of Aït Benhaddou, south of Marrakesh.
                

        BRIAN CRUICKSHANK / LONELY PLANET IMAGES
      

    

    

  
    
	 
	        
	          
	            Top of section
	          
	 



      
        Topexperiences

      

      
    

    
                Djemaa el-Fna Street Theatre
            

            
                1 Circuses can’t compare to the madcap, Unesco-acclaimed 
                    halqa
                 
                (street theatre) in Marrakesh’s main square (Click here). By day, ‘La Place’ draws crowds with astrologers, snake-charmers, acrobats and dentists with jars of pulled teeth. Around sunset, 100 restaurant stalls kick off the world’s most raucous grilling competition. ‘I teach Jamie Oliver everything he knows!’ brags a chef. ‘We’re number one…literally!’ jokes the cook at stall number one. After dinner, Djemaa music jam sessions get underway – audience participation is always encouraged, and spare change ensures encores.
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                Fez Medina
            

            
                2 The Fez medina (Click here) is the maze to end all mazes. Don’t be surprised if you get so lost you end up paying a small boy to take you back to familiar ground. But don’t be afraid, because getting lost is half the point: blindly follow alleys into hidden squares and souqs, with the constant thrill of discovery. Treat it as an adventure, follow the flow of people to take you back to main thoroughfares, and experience the excitement of never quite knowing what’s around the next corner.
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                High Tea in the High Atlas
            

            
                3 Thirsty? Hot? Cold? Carpetless? In Morocco, mint tea is the solution to every critical condition. In Berber villages hewn from High Atlas mountainsides, vertiginous valley views and wild mountain herbs add extra thrills to Morocco’s hallowed teatime traditions. Trekkers bound for North Africa’s highest peak, Jebel Toubkal, should factor in time to accept friendly offers of tea starting at Armoud. This hilltop village is a couple of hours from Marrakesh and a 30-minute hike from Imlil, but all that seems centuries away inside a traditional 
                    ighrem
                 
                (stone and earth house), sipping tea with wild absinthe while the family goat bleats in the courtyard.
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                Camel Trek in the Sahara
            

            
                4 When you pictured dashing into the sunset on your trusty steed, you probably didn’t imagine there’d be quite so much lurching involved. Don’t worry: no one is exactly graceful clambering onto a saddled hump, and the side-to-side sway of a dromedary in motion only comes naturally to Saharawis, belly dancers and genies. The rest of us novices cling on comically, knock-kneed and white-knuckled, until safely over the first dune. But as rose-gold sands of Erg Chebbi rise to meet fading violet-blue Saharan skies, grips on the reins go slack with wonder – and by moonrise, Timbuktu seems totally doable.
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                Drâa Valley Kasbah Trail
            

            
                5 Roads now allow safe, speedy passage through the final stretches of ancient caravan routes from Mali to Marrakesh, but beyond the rocky gorges glimpsed through car windows lies the Drâa Valley of desert-traders’ dreams. The palms and cool mud-brick castles of Tamegroute, Zagora, Timidarte and Agdz must once have seemed like mirages after two months in the Sahara. Fortifications that housed gold-laden caravans are now open to overnight guests, who wake to fresh boufeggou dates, bread baked in rooftop ovens, and this realisation: speed is overrated.
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                Tafraoute
            

            
                6 The Anti Atlas’ main town, Tafraoute (Click here) has a jumble of pink houses and market streets with extraordinary surroundings. The Ameln Valley is dotted with 
                    palmeraies
                 
                (palm groves) and Berber villages, and the looming mountains stage a twice-daily, ochre-and-amber light show. With a relatively undeveloped tourist industry despite the region’s many charms, it’s a wonderful base for activities including mountain biking and seeking out prehistoric rock carvings. As if the granite cliffs and oases weren’t scenic enough, a Belgian artist applied his paint brush to some local boulders – with surreal results.
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                Surfing
            

            
                7 You can surf all along Morocco’s Atlantic Coast, but the best place to catch waves is Taghazout (Click here). It’s clear what floats the village’s board as soon as you arrive: the usual cafes and tèlèboutiques are joined by surf shops, where locals and incomers wax boards and wax lyrical about the nearby beaches. Taghazout’s happy mix of villagers and surfers is more refreshing than a dip in the ocean. On the same stretch of coast between Agadir and Essaouira, Tamraght and Sidi Kaouki are also set up for surfing.
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                Anti Atlas Trekking
            

            
                8 A sunburned granite range leading to the Sahara, the Anti Atlas remains unexplored compared with the High Atlas. The star attraction for trekkers is the quartz massif of Jebel L’Kest, the ‘amethyst mountain’, which you can walk to through the lush Ameln Valley. More farming villages and crumbling kasbahs are found around Jebel Aklim, another of the excellent trekking possibilities in this area of blue skies and Berber shepherds. The landscape has enough variety, from palm-filled gorges to brooding, volcanic Jebel Siroua, to justify multiple treks.
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                Sidi Ifni
            

            
                9 Shhh! Don’t tell your travelling friends, but this formerly Spanish seaside town (Click here), a camel ride from the Sahara, is every bit as dilapidated, breezy and magical as well-trodden Essaouira. You can walk to the stone arches at Legzira Plage, or just explore the blue-and-white backstreets of one of southern Morocco’s most alluring hang-outs. The best time to appreciate the art-deco relics – more reminiscent of Cuba than Casa – is sunset, when the Atlantic winds bend the palms and fill the air with a cooling sea mist.
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                Assilah Medina Art
            

            
                10 In a refreshing take on graffiti, large expanses of walls in Assilah medina are adorned with colourful murals. In July every year, artists both local and foreign are invited to contribute to the Assilah Festival (
                Click here
                ) by painting the walls. Some murals, like those near the El-Khamra Tower or the lookout at the Koubba of Sidi Mansur, are huge. But you might turn a corner of the medina and spot a small corner down an alleyway that’s been brightly decorated.
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                Fès Festival of World Sacred Music
            

            
                11 From humble beginnings this festival (Click here), held every June, has become a major player on the world-music festival scene. It’s easy to understand why – the organisers work hard to bring in big names, and the city buzzes with visitors, and spin-off events and happenings. Many of the highlights are the unexpected – free public concerts and musical gatherings of Sufi brotherhoods that take you deep into the night. 
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                    Mali’s Tarti Womens Ensemble perform at the festival.
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                Moulay Idriss
            

            
                12 This holy town (Click here) cresting two hills is a whitewashed gem. For years, foreigners were barred from spending the night here, but recently there’s been a mini-boom in local families opening their homes up as guesthouses, allowing you to get away from the nearby cities and drop your pace a gear. Tour groups only ever stop here for an hour during the day, so catching the sunset over the town and watching the locals promenade from the cafes on the main square are real treats.
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                Volubilis
            

            
                13 The long grasp of Roman North Africa stretches back to grab you at Volubilis (Click here), with its triumphal arches and dazzling array of mosaics. The setting, in the rolling countryside just north of the Middle Atlas, is superb. History continues to play out in the landscape here as well – turn your head from the Roman olive press to nearby Moulay Idriss, where presses still continue to produce some of the finest olive oil in the country.
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                Figuig
            

            
                14 At the end of a long road and hard against a closed Algerian border, Figuig (Click here) isn’t really on anyone’s route to anywhere. But in many ways, that’s the point. Make the effort to get here and you’re surprised by one of Morocco’s truly secret corners, one of its most charming oasis towns, with mudbrick kasbahs and swathes of palm trees as far as you can see. There’s little to do but chill out and explore, and feel like you’re discovering somewhere new and special.
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                Chefchaouen Medina
            

            
                15 Tear yourself away from the laid-back joints on the square to explore one of the best little medinas in Morocco (see Click here). Climb up cobbled streets to discover tiny blue-washed lanes, massive studded doors and all the trappings of medina life: women in Riffian pompom hats selling vegetables on street corners; the hammam; the communal oven; and the mosque. Emerge at the top at Ras el-Maa to watch the sunset over the medina from a cafe. Best of all, this medina is small enough that you won’t get horribly lost.
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                Taroudannt
            

            
                16 With views of both the High Atlas and Anti Atlas, this Souss Valley trading centre (Click here) is known as Little Marrakesh, offering a medina and souqs without the big-city hustlers. Day trippers from Agadir will certainly find it charming. The town’s red-mud ramparts are unique, changing colour according to the time of day. Circle the 7.5km perimeter by foot, bike or horse-drawn calèche, then return to the medina through one of the gates. After the sunset glow fades from the walls, the town is a relaxing, everyday place with some good restaurants.
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                Moonlight Dune Hikes in Erg Chigaga
            

            
                17 Even if you’ve never been to Erg Chigaga (Click here) before, you’ll instinctively find your way to the summit of the dunes at nightfall. Sun-dazzled eyes gladly adjust to the clear moonlight, and bare feet soon find their footing along the rippled ridges. Soft sand catches any stumble, and as you reach the crest, you can hear the Sahara singing in the night winds. Stars have never seemed clearer, and with good reason: at Erg Chigaga, you’re not only off the grid, but two and a half hours by 4WD or a couple of days by camel from the nearest streetlight.
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                Casablanca’s Architectural Heritage
            

            
                18 If anyone tells you there’s nothing to see in Casablanca (Click here) except the Hassan II Mosque, they haven’t looked up. Dating from the early 20th century when Casa was the jewel of the French colonies, a wealth of Mauresque and art-deco buildings can be found in the downtown areas, with rounded corners, tumbling friezes of flowers and curved wrought-iron balconies. Some buildings have been cared for while others are shamefully neglected. The Casablanca walking tour (
                Click here
                ) showcases most of them.
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        need to know

      

      
    

    
      
        
            
                CURRENCY
            

            »
                Dirham (Dh)
            

            
                LANGUAGE
            

            »
                Moroccan Arabic (Darija)
            

            »
                Berber
            

            »
                French
            

            
                MONEY
            

            »
                ATMs widely available. Major credit cards widely accepted in main tourist centres.
            

            
                VISAS
            

            »
                Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days. Passports must be valid for six months beyond date of entry.
            

            
                MOBILE PHONES
            

            »
                Phones work on roaming or, if unlocked, with a local prepaid mobile SIM card (about Dh20).
            

            
                TRANSPORT
            

            »
                Trains connect Tangier, Fez and Marrakesh. Buses are plentiful and cheap.
            

        

      

       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET LESS THAN 
                    DH350
                
            

            »
                Basic double (shared bathroom) from Dh50
            

            »
                Soup or sandwich Dh4–30
            

            »
                Food souqs plentiful for self-catering
            

            »
                Buses cheaper than grands taxis and trains
            

            
                MIDRANGE 
                    DH550-1000
                
            

            »
                Admission to sights Dh10–50
            

            »
                Small riads offer minimal single-occupancy discounts
            

            »
                Accommodation and tours will be your greatest expenses
            

            »
                Dinner main Dh70–150
            

            
                TOP END OVER 
                    DH1400
                
            

            »
                Hire a car (Dh300) to cover ground quicker
            

            »
                Day tour Dh300
            

            »
                Double in a city riad more than Dh1200
            

        

       

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: 02-climate-mor10]

            
                HIGH SEASON 
                    (NOV–MAR)
                
            

            »
                Spring and autumn are the most popular times to visit.
            

            »
                Accommodation prices are highest.
            

            »
                Marrakesh and the south are popular at Christmas and New Year.
            

            
                SHOULDER 
                    (APR & OCT)
                
            

            »
                Spring sandstorms in the Sahara and rain persists in the north.
            

            »
                Popular elsewhere.
            

            »
                Accommodation prices and demand jump around Easter.
            

            
                LOW SEASON 
                    (MAY–SEP)
                
            

            »
                Discounts in accommodation and souqs.
            

            »
                Domestic tourism keeps prices high on the coast.
            

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    The View from Fez
                 
                (http://riadzany.blogspot.com) News and opinions.

            »
                
                    Visit Morocco
                 
                (www.visitmorocco.com) Moroccan National Tourist Office website.

            »
                
                    BBC
                 
                (www.bbc.co.uk) Morocco page.

            »
                
                    The Guardian
                 
                (www.guardian.co.uk) Travel and world news Morocco pages.

            »
                
                    Maroc Blogs
                 
                (http://maroc-blogs.com) Blog aggregator.

            »
                
                    Al-Bab
                 
                (www.al-bab.com/maroc) Handy links.

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/morocco) Information, bookings and forums.

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Australia
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    A$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh8.17
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh8.26
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Europe
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh11.24
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Y100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh9.95
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Mauritania
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    UM100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh2.98
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        New Zealand
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh6.25
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        UK
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    UK$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh13.13
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        USA
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Dh8.22
                                

                            

                            	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    
                                

                            


            
                For currency exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            
                Dial the local four-digit area code even if you are dialling from the same town or code area.
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Ambulance
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    15
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Fire
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                                    15
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Police (city)
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                                    19
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Police (countryside)
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
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                Arriving in Morocco
            

            »
                
                    Mohammed V International Airport, Casablanca
                
            

            
                Train – Dh40, 35 minutes, hourly from 6am to midnight
            

            
                Taxi – Dh300-Dh350, 45 minutes
            

            »
                
                    Tanger Med ferry terminal, Tangier
                
            

            
                Shuttle bus – free, 40 minutes, every hour on the hour
            

            »
                
                    Menara airport, Marrakesh
                
            

            
                Bus – Dh20, every 20 minutes
            

            
                Petit taxi – Dh70/100 day/night
            

            
                Hotel transfer – city Dh150–200, Palmeraie Dh150–250
            

        

      
        
            
                Guides
            

            
                Morocco has a long-standing reputation for its 
                    faux guides
                 
                (unofficial guides). In fact, tourist-friendly initiatives have improved the situation in most cities, but street hustlers are still part of the landscape. If you want to be left alone, be polite but firm, pretend you know exactly where you are going, or just play dumb. These unofficial ushers can be useful for navigating the disorientating medinas, but try to find out the going rate (normally about Dh50 to Dh100 per day) from an impartial source, and establish the fee before setting off. If you don’t want to finish the tour at his brother/uncle/friend’s carpet shop, make it clear; if you do wind up there, remember you’re under no obligation to buy anything. Official guides, engaged through tourist offices and hotels, are considerably more expensive.
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        if you like...

      

      
    

    
      
            
                Medinas
            

            
                If you pause for a moment in the medina, stepping out of the stream of shoppers, you can watch Morocco’s very essence flash by. These ancient, crowded quarters – 
                with winding lanes, dead ends, riad hotels, piles of spices, traders, tea drinkers, and a sensory assault around every corner – offer a strong dose of Morocco’s famous Maghrebi mystique.

            
                
                    Fez
                 
                The planet’s largest living Islamic medieval city and its biggest car-free urban environment, with donkeys trekking to tanneries in the leather district (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Marrakesh
                 
                Exuberant Marrakshis course between souqs, palaces and the Djemaa el-Fna within the medina’s 19km of ramparts (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tangier
                 
                Hop off the ferry for a fitting introduction to North Africa in this gem of a medina, contained by the walls of a 15th-century Portuguese fortress (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Mellow mazes
                 
                Medinas aren’t always like diving from the top board; smaller, stylish examples include Andalusian-blue Chefchaouen (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Craft & Culture
            

            
                Whether you want to catch some Gnaoua (bluesy music developed by freed slaves), see the Maghreb’s hottest contemporary art or forever transform your mantel with quality craftwork, Morocco will inundate you with 
                options.

            
                
                    Taroudannt
                 
                Pick up Chleuh silver jewellery, influenced by Saharan tribes and Jewish silversmiths, in the souqs (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Fès Festival of World Sacred Music
                
                In June, Morocco’s premier music festival features international names and intimate concerts by 
                    tariqas
                 
                (Sufi orders; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Marrakesh
                 
                Shop beyond the souqs, alongside design fanatics in Quartier Industriel Sidi Ghanem, and collectors including the king in Guèliz’ hip art galleries (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Carpets
                 
                Compared with the cities, towns like Ouarzazate and Tafraoute have cooperatives, ensembles and shops that are low-pressure spots to bag a tasselled souvenir (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tangier
                 
                The American Legation Museum contains the ‘Moroccan Mona Lisa’ and a wing devoted to Paul Bowles, Burroughs and the Beat writers’ associate in Tangier (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Towns & Villages
            

            
                Morocco’s small towns and picturesque villages are ideal for unwinding and meeting the locals over mint tea.
            

            
                
                    Afella-Ighir
                 
                The road to these oasis villages is barely covered; in Tiwadou, stay in an auberge with a local museum (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Agdz
                
                Watch the rest hurry along the Drâa Valley, and relax as only villagers with a resident 
                    palmeraie
                 
                (palm grove) and mudbrick kasbahs can (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Imilchil
                
                The Middle Atlas village is famous for its marriage 
                    moussem
                 
                (festival), but the journey there is stunning year-round (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Midelt
                 
                Between the Middle and High Atlas, visit the surrounding villages and kasbahs, enjoy the mountain views and leave with a carpet (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tarfaya
                 
                Clear up in a tented pool hall near a shipwrecked ferry, and watch the Saharawi world go by (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Around Essaouira
                 
                Leave the crowds in the medina and follow the surf trail south to Sidi Kaouki and Taghazout (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Activities
            

            
                Apart from the coast, Morocco is not well developed for adventure sports, instead offering virgin territory to discover.
            

            
                
                    Mountain biking
                 
                Bikes can be hired in Tafraoute, near Anti Atlas spots such as a valley of blue-painted boulders (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Climbing
                 
                The sheer rock faces of the Dadès and Todra Gorges are prime climbing territory (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Skiing
                 
                Oukaïmeden has North Africa’s highest ski lift, and the Aït Bougomez Valley has Morocco’s best ski-trek routes (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Trekking
                 
                With its mesas, gorges and volcanic pinnacles, Jebel Sarhro’s proximity to the Sahara means its trails are passable year-round (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Water and wind
                 
                Essaouira and nearby Sidi Kaouki are good for surfing, windsurfing and kitesurfing; not far south, Taghazout is Morocco’s top surf spot (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Riding
                 
                Diabat is a hub for horse rides along the Atlantic Coast; to ride a dromedary somewhere more ambitious than the beach, head to Erg Chebbi’s Saharan dunes (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Indulgence
            

            
                A growing number of places allow you to experience the best of the country’s culture and countryside in the lap of Moroccan luxury.
            

            
                
                    Marrakesh riads
                 
                The city has more restored beauties than any other; at the best, as well as a courtyard garden, you’ll find tradition and style, luxury and sustainability (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Hammams
                 
                There’s no better way to invigorate medina-weary bones than a soak in the hammam, and Fez medina’s plush riads have on-site spas (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Seaside style
                 
                El-Jadida, Essaouira, Mirleft and Sidi Ifni are our favourite Atlantic spots to crash by the surf; expect medina hideaways and infinity pools (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Kasbah du Toubkal
                 
                Why rough it in the mountains when you can sleep like a sultan in Imlil’s kingly kasbah, with a hammam at 1800m (Click here
                )?
            

            
                
                    Ksar Sania
                
                Likewise, experiencing the Sahara doesn’t mean sandy sheets – or compromising the desert environment – 
                at Merzouga’s mudbrick eco-retreat (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Food Adventures
            

            
                Morocco offers culinary adventures from couscous rolling to eating camel tajine.
            

            
                
                    Fez
                
                On a culinary course or walking tour, pack your 
                    tangia
                 
                (slow-cooked stew) at the butchers and spice shop, then leave it in the hammam woodfire oven (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Desert food
                
                Learn Saharawi 
                recipes or the secrets of elaborate traditional couscous at M’Hamid’s Saharan retreats (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Marrakesh
                
                Buy your ingredients at the souq, learn to cook like a 
                    dada
                 
                (chef) and feast on the results in the comfort of a riad (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Seafood
                 
                Buy your dinner fresh off the boat in Al-Hoceima port, then try Atlantic catches at Essaouira’s fish souq and outdoor fish grills (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Taliouine
                 
                Tour saffron and argan producers and learn how to make a saffron-tinted tajine (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Demnate
                
                Try local almonds, 
                olive oil and wildflower honey, and choose between 40 restaurants in this Berber foodie hub near Marrakesh (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Architecture
            

            
                Morocco’s buildings, whether being reinvented as a boutique medina retreat or crumbling into a hillside, reflect the country’s long history as a cultural melting pot.
            

            
                
                    Ali ben Youssef Medersa, Marrakesh
                
                Inside the splendid 14th-century theological seminary are five-colour 
                    zellij
                 
                (tilework) walls and stucco archways (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Art deco
                 
                The Atlantic Coast has some wonderful art deco architecture, mostly in Casablanca, where it influenced the local Mauresque style, and white-and-blue Sidi Ifni (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Kairaouine Mosque and University, Fez
                 
                One of Africa’s largest mosques and the world’s oldest universities, the 1150-year-old complex has a green pyramidal roof (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Essaouira
                 
                The town’s name means ‘well designed’, and it still suits the whitewashed medina behind seafront ramparts (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Rissani
                
                On a 21km loop, you can see a 
                    zawiya
                
                (shrine), a ruined Saharan trading post, multiple 
                    ksour
                 
                and a museum about life in the fortified strongholds (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Berber Culture
            

            
                Morocco’s proud indigenous people are a memorable part of many travellers’ journeys here. Their Amazigh colour and character are a big part of special spots such as Marrakesh and the Atlas.
            

            
                
                    Regional costumes
                 
                Women display their local allegiances; from black shawls and colourful dresses around Tata to Riffian hats and candy-striped skirts (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Demnate
                 
                Just 1½ hours from Marrakesh, immersion in indigenous culture and cuisine awaits, with Morocco’s best olive oil and a Berber Romeo and Juliet (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Imilchil marriage moussem
                 
                Berbers look for marriage mat-erial in the Middle Atlas village (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Ameln Valley
                 
                The Berbers have always been excellent hosts: in the traditional houses-turned-museums around Tafraoute, the best room was reserved for guests (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Maison Tiskiwin
                 
                Understand how the Berbers tie into the rest of North Africa in Marrakesh’s museum of trans-Saharan culture (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Al-Hoceima
                 
                The seaside town is an unofficial capital for Morocco’s northern Berbers (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                History
            

            
                At the meeting of Europe, Africa and the Muslim world, Morocco’s historical tapestry weaves in Arabs and Berbers, traders and invaders, and others who crossed the Med and the Sahara.
            

            
                
                    Volubilis
                 
                One of the Roman Empire’s most remote outposts is now Morocco’s best preserved archaeological site, with many beautiful mosaics (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Medinas
                 
                In ancient medinas such as Fez, Meknès and Marrakesh, life continues as it has for centuries with donkeys winding down narrow lanes (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Aït Benhaddou
                
                Hollywood does history at this 11th-century Almoravid caravanserai, which has been touched up for films such as 
                    Gladiator
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Colonial echoes
                 
                European visitors left their mark on Morocco, from the fine patisseries to Hispano-Moorish spots like Tetouan and Larache (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Jewish
                
                Jews have been in Morocco for over two millennia, with historic 
                    mellahs
                 
                (Jewish quarters) in the imperial cities and a dedicated museum in Casablanca (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Beaches
            

            
                Its coastline stretching from the Mediterranean to the Sahara, Morocco packs in beaches for every taste between its coves, cliffs, boardwalks and ports. Some are fit for family fun, others wait and will development to happen, and many are untrodden apart from the odd surfer and migratory bird.
            

            
                
                    Marabout’s Beach
                 
                With its eponymous saint’s tomb and savage rocks, this is the most dramatic of Mirleft’s half-dozen Atlantic beaches (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Agadir
                 
                The city is a concrete grid, but its long, curving beach, clean and well-lit at night, will have families scrambling for buckets and spades (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Yellich
                 
                Facing a small Mediterranean island you can walk to; visit Yellich and Cala Iris’ other beaches before the fishing village becomes a resort (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Tangier
                 
                Escape the city on a day trip to Plage Robinson, at the northwestern extremity of Africa’s Atlantic Coast, or Ksar es-Seghir on the Strait of Gibraltar (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Deserts
            

            
                Morocco’s Saharan expanses are some of Africa’s safest and most evocative places to experience the great desert. Not only can you see curvy dunes and harsher 
                    hammada
                 
                (stony desert), you can also meet blue-robed Berbers and try the nomadic lifestyle.

            
                
                    Erg Chebbi
                 
                This classic Saharan sandscape, its dunes rising to 160m, can be explored by camel, 4WD or sandboard, followed by a night in a Berber tent (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Figuig
                
                It’s worth trekking east to Morocco’s oasis par excellence, with 
                    palmeraies
                
                , 
                    ksour
                 
                and views of Algeria (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Erg Chigaga
                 
                Enlist a ‘Blue Man’ in M’Hamid, where dunes nuzzle against the guesthouses, to find this 40km stretch of sand mountains reaching 300m (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Drâa Valley
                 
                Timbuktu-bound caravans once passed through this desolate valley; now you can board a ‘ship of the desert’ (read: camel) to palm-shaded oases (Click here
                )
            

        

      
            
                Mountains
            

            
                With Berber villages nestling beneath snowy peaks, the High Atlas is one of the world’s most awe-inspiring mountain ranges. Whether you want to climb, trek, experience rural life or just escape the rat race far below, Morocco’s other mountains are also worth exploring.
            

            
                
                    Jebel Toubkal
                 
                Trek to the top of North Africa for thin air and views across the High Atlas (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Ameln Valley
                
                Stay in a traditional village house among 
                    palmeraies
                 
                and the gold-pink Anti Atlas (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Middle Atlas
                 
                Around towns like Azrou and Midelt, the mellower northern Atlas range is ideal for day hikes though hills and forests (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Jebel el-Kelaâ
                 
                There’s more to the Rif than kif crops – as you’ll see from this peak, walkable in a day from the idyllic mountain town of Chefchaouen (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Eastern Atlas
                 
                Barren, Martian-red mountains overlook the Ziz Gorges and Imilchil’s turquoise lakes (Click here
                )
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        month by month

      

      
    

    
      
        
            
                Top Events
            

            
                
                    Fès Festival of World Sacred Music
                
                , June
            

            
                
                    Festival of Popular Arts
                
                , July
            

            
                
                    Marriage Moussem
                
                , September
            

            
                
                    Marathon des Sables
                
                , March
            

            
                
                    Riffian Trekking
                
                , April
            

        

      

      
            January
        

      
            Moroccan winter: the north is wet and snow makes many mountains impassable for trekkers and even motorists. Marrakesh and the south receive the most tourists, especially around New Year.
        

      
            [image: categoryactivitiespng]
            MARRAKESH MARATHON
        

      
            The year-round Djemaa el-Fna carnival acquires a sporty dimension in the annual road race, when 5000 marathoners cross the finish line on the grand square. The route follows the city ramparts and alleys of palms, orange and olive trees (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            February
        

      
            Winter continues: the weather is generally poor, although drier, balmier spots such as Marrakesh and Agadir are bearable. Outside overlanders and city-breakers, few visitors are spotted.
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            MOUSSEM OF SIDI BEN AÏSSA
        

      
            One of Morocco’s largest 
                moussems
            
            (festivals) takes place at the Sufi saint’s mausoleum, outside Meknès medina walls. Public displays of glass-eating, snake bites and ritual body piercing are no longer allowed, but 
                fantasias
             
            (musket-firing cavalry charges), fairs and the usual singing and dancing are (Click here
            ).
        

      
            March
        

      
            The country wakes up with the beginning of spring, when the mountains thaw and wildflowers and almond and cherry trees blossom. Winds begin to disturb the desert and Souss Valley, continuing through April.
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            ALMOND BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
        

      
            A very pretty festival held in the Anti Atlas in spring, when the Tafraoute area is awash with blossoms. Traditionally celebrating the harvest in Morocco’s almond capital, the festival is now also about local folklore, with singing, dancing, thea-tre and storytelling (
            Click here
            ).
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            MARATHON DES SABLES
        

      
            Starting and finishing in Morocco’s movie town, Ouarzazate, the Saharan ultramarathon is as epic as films made in ‘Ouallywood’. The gruelling six-day challenge, held in March or April, crosses 243km of desert. Water is provided (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            April
        

      
            Spring continues: the country is lush and green and temperatures are now reliably hot nationwide. Tourist numbers are high, particularly around Easter, when prices jump.
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            FESTIVAL OF SUFI CULTURE
        

      
            Fez’ four-year-old festival hosts events including films and lectures, and concerts with Sufi musicians from around the world. The setting is the Andalusian-style garden of the Batha Museum, which is housed in a 19th-century summer palace (
            Click here
            ).
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            JARDIN’ART
        

      
            Marrakesh celebrates its spring bloom with temporary gardens, garden-inspired art shows and botanical talks. In addition to the usual picnicking families, canoodling couples and stately 19th-century pavilion, you’ll see special displays in the Menara Gardens (
            Click here
            ).
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            RIFFIAN TREKKING
        

      
            Between the wet northern winter and fierce summer, spring is perfect for trekking trails in the Rif Mountains. The best scenery is found in Talassemtane National Park, including the God’s Bridge rock formation, and, closer to the Mediterranean, the National Park of Al-Hoceima (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            May
        

      
            Prices drop in hotels and souqs as the tourist season ends, although the heaviest summer heat is yet to come; the average temperature in Marrakesh is about 28°C. Ideal for mountain trekking.
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            RURAL FESTIVALS
        

      
            During the Festival du Desert, Er-Rachidia hosts performers from across the Sahara, including local Gnaoua band Les Pigeons du Sable. Down the Dadès Valley, garlands come out for Kelaâ M’Gouna’s festival to celebrate the rose harvest (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            June
        

      
            Summer’s hotting up, although High Atlas peaks are still snowy. Northern Morocco and the coast are good places to be. During the Fès Festival of World Sacred Music, there is major demand for local accommodation.
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            GNAOUA & WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL
        

      
            A passionate celebration held in Essaouira on the third weekend of June, with concerts featuring international, national and local performers, and art exhibitions. A great chance to hear some bluesy Gnaoua, developed here by freed slaves (
            Click here
            ).
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            CHERRY FESTIVAL
        

      
            Sleepy Sefrou awakes for Morocco’s longest-running town festival, held in early June. Folk music, artists’ displays, parades, 
                fantasias
             
            and sports events celebrate the cherry harvest – culminating in the picturesque crowning of the Cherry Queen (Click here
            ).
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            FÈS FESTIVAL OF WORLD SACRED MUSIC
        

      
            Organise tickets well in advance for Fez’ successful world-music festival, which has hosted the likes of Ravi Shankar and Youssou N’Dour. Equally impressive are the concerts by Moroccan 
                tariqas
             
            (Sufi orders); fringe events include exhibitions, films and talks (Click here
            ).
        

      
            July
        

      
            Snow melts from the mountains and even the High Atlas are scorching. Temperatures in the main cities average around 30°C. The beaches are breeziest, but busy with domestic and European tourists in the north.
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            FESTIVAL OF POPULAR ARTS
        

      
            Unesco praised this street-theatre festival, a typically colourful Marrakshi event, as a ‘masterpiece of cultural patrimony’. Djemaa el-Fna is even more anarchic than usual during the opening-night parade, featuring 500-plus performers (
            Click here
            ).
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            ASSILAH FESTIVAL
        

      
            Assilah confirms its arty leanings with this cultural jamboree, which attracts some 200,000 spectators to three weeks of public art demonstrations, workshops, concerts and exhibitions. A concurrent three-day horse festival features a 
                fantasia
             
            (Click here
            ).
        

      
            August
        

      
            Ramadan adds intensity to the uncomfortable temperatures – which average 40°C in Marrakesh, and can easily exceed that in the interior. Head to southern Atlantic beaches to avoid the crowds.
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            MOUSSEMS
        

      
            During Morocco’s largest 
                moussem
            
            , picturesque whitewashed Moulay Idriss fills with 
                fantasias
            
            , markets and music. Five pilgrimages to this 
                moussem
            
            are said to equal one to Mecca. 
                Moussems
             
            also take place in Setti Fatma, southeast of Marrakesh, and Ouarzazate (Click here
            ).
        

      
            September
        

      
            With autumn, Morocco is once again prime travelling territory. Accommodation prices rise, but everyone’s in high spirits after Ramadan. The beaches empty and even the desert is pleasant with dates and gentle breezes.
        

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            MARRIAGE MOUSSEM
        

      
            At this famous three-day festival in the Middle Atlas village of Imilchil, local Berbers search for a partner. Everyone looks their best, sporting woollen cloaks, white 
                jellabas
             
            (flowing garments) and elaborate jewellery (Click here
            ).
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            RELIGIOUS MOUSSEMS
        

      
            Hamdouchi Moussem is a dance-off between religious fraternities outside Demnate’s two 
                zawiyas
            
            (shrines); Fez’ Moussem of Moulay Idriss sees a musical, rosewater-showered procession through the medina; thousands of pilgrims head east to the 
                moussem
            
            at Sidi Yahia Oasis, which includes a 
                fantasia
             
            (Click here
            ).
        

      
            October
        

      
            Another popular month to visit, although, north of the Middle Atlas, rain is beginning to set in. Eid al-Adha interrupts transport and life in general for a few days in late October/early November.
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            RALLYE SAINT-EXUPÉRY
        

      
            In late September/early October, Tarfaya remembers the colonial French airmail service that stopped here, and its most famous pilot, the writer Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. Planes pass through en route from Toulouse, France to Saint Louis, Senegal (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            November
        

      
            A busy time in Marrakesh and further south, with more people heading to the desert or trekking nearby. Birdwatchers stalk out wetlands and Mauritania-bound overlanders roll through.
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            HARVESTS
        

      
            Around the Immouzzer des Ida Outanane waterfalls in the High Atlas foothills, villagers climb into the trees to shake olives from the branches. In Taliouine, a festival celebrates the saffron harvest, and you can see locals picking the flowers (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            December
        

      
            The country is busy at the end of the month with Christmas holidaymakers. Snow closes High Atlas passes, but the white blanket is good news for skiers.
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            INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
        

      
            The Marrakesh event lives up to its name, with stars from Hollywood to Bolly-wood jetting in to walk the red carpet. The week culminates in wildly eclectic awards shows – recent honourees include Ben Kingsley and Harvey Keitel (
            Click here
            ).
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        itineraries

      

      
    

    
      
                Whether you’ve got six days or 60, these itineraries provide a starting point for the trip of a lifetime. Want more inspiration? Head online to lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to chat with other travellers.
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                    Two Weeks
                 
                Kasbah Crawl

            
                Start with an all-singing, all-snake-charming bang on 
                    Marrakesh’s
                
                Djemaa el-Fna, where acrobats, Gnawa musicians, meat grillers, dentists and storytellers converge at sunset. Toast the madness with a freshly squeezed juice from a stall piled with oranges. You could easily spend a week here, getting lost in the medina, buying a carpet, soaking in the hammam and getting lost again. But tear yourself away after a few days and take the 
                    Tizi n’Tichka
                
                pass (2260m), surrounded by the High Atlas mountains, to 
                    Aït Benhaddou’s
                 
                mudbrick kasbah.

            
                Unless you’re making a film, only hang around in 
                    Ouarzazate
                
                long enough to watch the crowds disappear up the Dadès Valley, then head down the kasbah-dotted 
                    Drâa Valley
                
                . At the far end is one of Morocco’s open seas of Saharan dunes, 
                    Erg Chigaga
                
                , where you can appreciate the desert’s silent majesty on a moonlight hike.
            

            
                If time allows, take a different route back to Marrakesh via 
                    Taliouine
                
                , the saffron centre beneath the Anti Atlas mountains. Cross the High Atlas on the 
                    Tizi n’Test
                
                before ending your trip on 
                    Essaouira’s
                 
                Atlantic-facing ramparts, a few hours from Marrakesh and Agadir.
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                    One Month 
                Moroccan Odyssey
            

            
                With a month at your disposal and taking a little time to rest, you can get a taste of the best Morocco has to offer, by journeying from the sea to the Sahara and back again. Touch down in northern Morocco at 
                    Casablanca
                
                , the commercial capital, and if you get caught overnight, start the next day with a tour of Hassan II Mosque, the world’s third-largest mosque. Head to the easternmost imperial cities and plunge into the more romantic, historic Morocco in their medieval medinas. In 
                    Meknès
                
                , wander between the buildings and squares left by Sultan Moulay Ismail and his followers; in 
                    Fez
                
                , venerable heart of Moroccan religious and cultural life, seeing donkeys carrying animal skins to the tanneries is like looking back in time.
            

            
                Next, leave behind the noise and hassles of the city and head south to the relatively under-visited Middle Atlas around 
                    Ifrane
                
                . The resort stands at the heart of some stunning mountain and woodland scenery, offering enticing possibilities for hiking. Further south, the Barbary apes in the forests and hills around 
                    Azrou
                
                are one of Moroccan wildlife’s most mischievous sights, and the landscape is even more scenic around 
                    Midelt
                
                . The road through the delightful palm-and-
                
                    ksar
                
                (fortified stronghold) terrain of the 
                    Ziz Valley
                
                is one of the country’s most beautiful journeys, crossing the eastern High Atlas to 
                    Merzouga
                
                , southeastern Morocco’s gateway to the Sahara. Lorded over by towering dunes, the village is an ideal spot to saddle up a camel or strap on a sandboard, and sleep under the stars amid Morocco’s largest sand sea, the perfectly sculpted 
                    Erg Chebbi
                
                .
            

            
                Shadowing the High Atlas as you head west brings you to the sharp cleft of the 
                    Todra Gorge
                
                . From here, you can travel through dramatic boulder-strewn valleys, full of nomad camps in springtime, into the 
                    Dadès Gorge
                
                . If time allows, strike out from Boumalne du Dadès for some spectacular trekking around the 
                    M’Goun Massif
                
                or 
                    Jebel Sarhro
                
                , before heading past Ouarzazate to 
                    Aït Benhaddou
                
                , with its fairytale-like 11th-century kasbah.
            

            
                En route to the Atlantic, check into a luxurious riad in 
                    Marrakesh
                
                , spend as many sunsets as possible on the theatrical Djemaa el-Fna, and then don’t stop until you reach 
                    Essaouira’s 
                artsy seaside medina.
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                    Three Weeks 
                Circling the South
            

            
                Morocco is far more than trendy riads and tourist hordes shuttling between hotel, souq and sun lounger. This itinerary takes you deep into the south for wild mountain and desert landscapes, far from clicking cameras, with plenty of activities to stimulate the mind and body.
            

            
                
                    Agadir
                
                is a handy entry point, but adventurers will want to leave quickly. Head to tiny but vibey 
                    Tafraoute
                
                , surrounded by beautiful Anti Atlas scenery such as the 
                    Ameln Valley
                
                , with its lush 
                    palmeraies
                
                (palm groves) and pink-hued houses. Spend a few days trekking through the valley and up 
                    Jebel L’Kest
                
                , bike past rock formations and engravings to the surreal 
                    Painted Rocks
                
                , and continue south through the 
                    Aït Mansour Gorges
                
                . At the far end of the gorges, where the beautiful scenery belies the ancient slave routes that passed this way, stay in the Afella-Ighir oasis. Use 
                    Tiwadou
                
                as a base for more trekking or discovering the rock carvings at 
                    Ukas
                
                .
            

            
                By now you’ve developed a taste for Morocco’s secluded southern corners. Once back in Tafraoute, wind east through the Anti Atlas and descend to the equally silent and epic Sahara. The last stop before Jebel Bani and a whole lot of 
                    hammada
                
                (stony desert), 
                    Tata
                
                makes a convenient base for exploring the oases, kasbahs, 
                    agadirs
                
                (fortified granaries) and magnificent rock engravings in spots such as 
                    Akka
                
                . A dusty journey to the east, 
                    Erg Chigaga’s
                
                yellow-gold dunes are more remote and less visited than Merzouga. In nearby M’Hamid, find yourself a camel to lead you north into the kasbah-littered 
                    Drâa Valley
                
                .
            

            
                At the top of valley, head back towards the mountains (this time, Jebel Sarhro and the High Atlas). Commandeer a bike (mountain or motor), horse, mule or dromedary in film favourite 
                    Ouarzazate
                
                , where the stony desert landscape has been a celluloid stand-in for Tibet, Rome, Somalia and Egypt. Return to the coast via 
                    Taliouine
                
                , where you can buy the world’s most expensive spice in Africa’s saffron capital. Pause here or in
                 
                    Taroudannt
                for a trekking reprise in a mountainous area such as the 
                    Tichka Plateau
                
                . With its red walls and backdrop of snowcapped peaks, Taroudannt has hassle-free echoes of Marrakesh. Its souqs and squares are pleasant places to enjoy some well-deserved chillaxation, and it’s handy for Agadir’s Al-Massira Airport.
            

        

      
            [image: 05-med-mtns-itin-mor10]

            
                
                    Three Weeks 
                The Med & The Mountains
            

            
                While the previous itinerary suggested heading south to escape the crowds, a northern alternative is Morocco’s Mediterranean littoral and Rif Mountains. The region has seen huge investment from the government and there are plans to push tourism in the area. If you get in now, you’ll be ahead of the pack.
            

            
                Start in 
                    Tangier
                
                , ideally arriving by ferry across the Strait of Gibraltar to feel the thrill of crossing from Europe to Africa. In the mid-20th century, characters from gunrunners to Beatnik literati mixed in this legendary port city. After a few days taking in the history, nightlife and restaurants, skip inland to 
                    Tetouan
                
                , the old capital of Spanish Morocco, with its charming blend of Arab medina and Andalusian architecture. The Spanish left a lighter imprint on nearby 
                    Chefchaouen
                
                , nestled in the Rif Mountains with its gorgeous blue-painted medina. It’s tempting to spend a string of sunsets listening to the minarets chorus each other’s call to prayer, but this is a good trekking spot. You can head deep into the mountains on a five-day trek via riverside 
                    Akchour 
                to 
                    Bou Ahmed
                
                , a fishing village in the Oued Bouchia valley.
            

            
                Continue east along the coast to the proud, modern seaside resort 
                    Al-Hoceima
                
                , gateway to the 
                    National Park of Al-Hoceima’s
                
                dry canyons and limestone cliffs. You can walk to the park along the coast, or book a memorable tour including hiking or mountain biking and a homestay with a Berber family. En route to the Algerian border, there’s more fine scenery in the 
                    Beni-Snassen Mountains
                
                , which you can enjoy in a swimming pool with mountain views, or a 300-year-old rural lodge. With its gorges, caves, mesa and Barbary sheep, this verdant area is far removed from classic images of Morocco. In the 
                    Zegzel Gorge
                
                , pluck a cumquat and see why the Romans remarked on this small citrus fruit.
            

            
                From here, head to 
                    Oujda
                
                to refresh yourself with some city comforts, before taking the train to that grandest of imperial cities, 
                    Fez
                
                . Dive into the medina and relax in a riad, but if you find yourself missing the countryside, you can make an easy day (or several-day) trip into the cedar-clad Middle Atlas around the Berber market town of 
                    Azrou
                
                .
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                    Six Weeks 
                Highlights & Hidden Gems
            

            
                Climb off a ferry in famously decadent 
                    Tangier
                
                , with its Europe-facing medina, and head into the 
                    Rif Mountains
                
                . The influence of that continent across the Med continues in 
                    Chefchaouen
                
                , with its bright blue, Andalucian-tinted medina. Further south, the imperial cities 
                    Meknès
                
                and 
                    Fez
                 
                are more quintessentially Moroccan in their ancient medinas.

            
                After a few days of labyrinthine lanes and dye pits, you’ll be ready for some more mountains. Wind through the 
                    Middle Atlas
                
                to the Berber village of 
                    Midelt
                
                , then on through the Martian landscape of the 
                    Ziz Gorges
                
                . It’s now just a few dusty hours to 
                    Erg Chebbi
                
                , the achingly beautiful expanse of rolling dunes, which you can explore on a camel or sandboard.
            

            
                Brush off the Sahara and return to the High Atlas at 
                    Todra Gorge
                
                . Hike between the enclosing rock walls, then jump in a market-bound truck through villages where the main activity is sipping mint tea. High in the mountains, 
                    Imilchil
                
                , surrounded by red rock and turquoise lakes, is the site of a wedding 
                    moussem
                 
                (festival) in September.

            
                Descend through the Middle Atlas and turn southwest, pausing to refuel in Berber foodie and cultural hub 
                    Demnate
                
                . The next stop, 
                    Marrakesh
                
                , needs no introduction with its famous riad hotels, medina shopping and Djemaa el-Fna. Hit the Wild West coast at hippie-turned-boutique hang-out 
                    Essaouira
                
                , then head south to vibrant 
                    Taghazout
                
                , Morocco’s premier surf spot. Leave the waves for a second time and take the N10 to 
                    Taroudannt
                
                , the Souss Valley’s prettiest market town with its mud-walled medina and kasbah.
            

            
                The mountains get more barren as you travel the empty roads to 
                    Tata
                
                , a Saharan gateway where blue-robed guides can show you the desert. The road from here back to the Atlantic passes oases, 
                    palmeraies
                
                , kasbahs, 
                    agadirs
                
                and rock carvings. Near the coast, detour north to 
                    Tiznit’s
                 
                jewellery souq, particularly if it’s a Thursday (market day).

            
                Arcing west and south, you come to 
                    Mirleft
                
                , with its pink-and-blue arches, and 
                    Sidi Ifni
                
                , a jumble of wind-whipped art-deco relics surrounded by coastal walks. Try to pass through 
                    Goulimime
                
                on a Saturday morning, when the camel market takes place, and stay at 
                    Fort Bou-Jerif
                
                , near a ruined French Foreign Legion fort. End your journey on the edge of the Western Sahara in sandy, gloriously isolated 
                    Tarfaya
                
                .
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                    Three Weeks 
                Atlantic Adventure
            

            
                Morocco’s Atlantic seaboard takes you from the clamour of the north to the deserted coastline of the south.
            

            
                Take the ferry from Spain to 
                    Tangier
                
                , at once a quintessentially Moroccan mosaic and a decadent outpost of Europe. Catch the train south, first to artsy 
                    Assilah
                
                , which is loaded with whitewashed charms, and then to 
                    Rabat
                
                , with its colonial architecture and palm-lined boulevards. Follow Casa’s suburbanites to the sleepy ‘Cité Portugaise’, 
                    El-Jadida
                
                , then take the spectacular ocean road to 
                    Oualidia
                
                , the St Tropez lookalike with a perfect crescent lagoon.
            

            
                Further south, the hippies once gravitated to 
                    Essaouira
                
                , and its white-walled ramparts, bohemian beat and renovated riads still make travellers linger. When you’ve eaten your fill at the outdoor fish grills, follow Jimi Hendrix and today’s surfers to the peaceful beaches at 
                    Diabat
                
                and 
                    Sidi Kaouki
                
                .
            

            
                Past more surf spots, 
                    Agadir
                
                is a family-friendly seaside resort, but 
                    Mirleft’s
                
                beaches and boutique accommodation are more appealing, as is art-deco 
                    Sidi Ifni
                
                . If you’re overlanding south to Mauritania, break your journey at 
                    Tarfaya
                
                , like the early-20th-century French airmail pilots, and breezy 
                    Dakhla
                
                .
            

        

      
            
                
                    Two Weeks 
                Imperial Fortnight
            

            
                This trip begins in two cities once ruled by enlightened dynasties, which crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and pulled Europe out of its Dark Ages. Throw back a shot of Maghrebi exoticism in 
                    Fez
                
                , where modern Morocco and its rich past crowd for space in the extraordinary medina. Next, catch your breath in nearby 
                    Meknès
                
                , bypassed by many travellers despite its echoes of Sultan Moulay Ismail’s glory days.
            

            
                A detour north takes you to 
                    Volubilis
                
                , Morocco’s best-preserved ancient city, and testament to the Roman Empire’s astonishing breadth. Nearby 
                    Moulay Idriss
                
                , with the mausoleum of the founder of Morocco’s first imperial dynasty, is another wonderful antidote to urban clamour.
            

            
                Unless you’re a completist and want to visit all four Moroccan imperial cities, skip Rabat and head into the Middle Atlas. We’ve suggested a few stops in our Moroccan Odyssey itinerary; another is the Berber town 
                    Sefrou
                
                , its medina pierced by the Oued Aggaï, 30km south of Fez. The route now follows the N8 beneath the 
                    High Atlas
                
                , where there are numerous side trips if you have time, to the icon of contemporary Morocco,
                 
                    Marrakesh
                . The city’s souqs, street performers and imperial architecture form an intoxicating mix.
            

        

    

  
    
	 
	        
	          
	            Top of section
	          
	 



      
        activities in morocco

      

      
    

    
      
            
                Mountains
            

            
                Hoist yourself up here for rock climbing from bouldering to mountaineering; downhill skiing and ski trekking; spotting wildlife including apes, sheep and leopards, all of the Barbary variety; trekking, mountain biking and white-water rafting.
            

            
                Desert
            

            
                Hotfoot it to the Sahara for camel treks, moonlight dune hikes, sleeping in a Berber tent, sandboarding and wildlife-watching including desert warblers and the bat-eared fennec fox.
            

            
                Coast
            

            
                Hit the beach for surfing, windsurfing, kitesurfing, kayaking and canoeing; and for marine mammals and bird life such as the endangered bald ibis.
            

            
                Hammams
            

            
                Every self-respecting town has a hammam, where you can get a good scrub.
            

        

      
            Morocco is arguably Africa’s top trekking destination: walking between Berber villages in the High Atlas is a classic travel experience, the kind you will rave about for years to come. However, with the country’s diverse terrain, numerous other activities are on offer. Birdwatching enthusiasts, golfers, cyclists, climbers, riders and spa devotees will all find options to challenge, excite and relax. Another bonus: whether you’re skiing, surfing or camel trekking, between activities you can enjoy the wonderful Moroccan culture and hospitality.
        

      
            BIRDWATCHING
        

      
            Morocco is a birdwatcher’s paradise. A startling array of species inhabits the country’s diverse ecosystems and environments, especially the coastal wetlands.
        

      
            Around 460 species have been recorded in the country, many of them migrants passing through in spring and autumn, when Morocco becomes a way station between sub-Saharan Africa and breeding grounds in Scandinavia, Greenland and northern Russia. Other birds fly to Morocco to avoid the harsh northern-European winters.
        

      
            A pleasant time for birdwatching is March through May, when the weather is comfortable and a wide variety of species is usually present. The winter is also a particularly active time in the wetlands and lagoons.
        

      
            For more information on Morocco’s bird life, 
            Click here
            .
        

      
            Guides & Tours
        

      
            In addition to local birdwatching guides, the following UK-based companies offer Moroccan tours:
        

      
            
                Birdfinders
              
                (www.birdfinders.co.uk)
            
        

      
            
                Birdwatching Breaks
              
                (www.birdwatchingbreaks.com)
        

      
            
                Naturetrek
              
                (www.naturetrek.co.uk)
            
        

      
            
                Wild Insights
              
                (www.wildinsights.co.uk)
            
        

      
            CAMEL TREKS
        

      
            Exploring the Sahara by camel – whether on an overnight excursion or a longer desert safari – is one of Morocco’s signature activities and most rewarding wilderness experiences.
        

      
            Morocco’s most evocative stretches of Saharan sand are Erg Chebbi (
            Click here
            ), near Merzouga, and Erg Chigaga (
            Click here
            ), near M’Hamid and Zagora, and past the more accessible Tinfou Dunes (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            Only consider doing your camel trek in autumn (September and October) or winter (November to early March). Outside these months, the desert experiences gruelling extremes of heat, plus sand storms in the spring.
        

      
            Prices start at around Dh300 per person per day, but vary depending on the number of people, the length of the trek and your negotiating skills.
        

      
            The agency will organise the bivouac (temporary camp), which may be a permanent camp for shorter trips, and may offer Berber music and 
                mechoui
             
            (barbecued lamb).

      
            Organising a Camel Trek
        

      
            Travellers with lots of time can organise a guide and provisions in situ. This benefits the local community and counters the trend towards young guides leaving home to look for work in the more popular tourist centres.
        

      
            M’Hamid is probably the most hassle-free of the main desert gateways, although the choice is wider at Zagora and Merzouga. Try to get recommendations from other travellers.
        

      
            It’s quicker and easier, involving less negotiations and waiting, to organise a trip in advance – either through an international tour operator or a company based in Ouarzazate or Marrakesh.
        

      
        
            
                HAMMAMS
            

            
                Visiting a hammam (traditional bathhouse) is infinitely preferable to cursing under a cold shower in a cheap hotel. They’re busy, social places, where you’ll find gallons of hot water, and staff available to scrub you clean. They’re also good places to meet the locals and, especially for women, somewhere to escape street hassle.
            

            
                Every town has at least one hammam, often a modern, white-tiled and spacious affair. Often there are separate hammams for men and women; others open to either sex at different hours or on alternate days.
            

            
                Some hammams are unmarked and others simply have a picture of a man or woman stencilled on the wall outside; locals will happily direct you. Most hammams are welcoming, but a few (often those close to a mosque) are unwilling to accept foreign visitors.
            

            
                Bring your own towels (in a waterproof bag), a plastic mat or something to sit on, and flip-flops (thongs). Some hammams sell toiletries; look out for 
                    ghassoul 
                (handfuls of clay mixed with herbs, dried roses and lavender), 
                    el-kis
                 
                (coarse glove), black soap made from the resin of olives (which stings if you get it in your eyes), and henna (used by women).

            
                You’ll be given a bucket and scoop; remember to use the communal bucket when filling yours with water. Most hammams have showers.
            

            
                Hammam admission is typically around Dh10, plus the optional extras of 
                    gommage
                 
                (scrub) and massage.

            
                A few midrange and top-end hotels have more expensive hammams, which normally require advance notice to heat up, and a minimum of four or five people.
            

        

      

      
            HORSE RIDING
        

      
            Southern Morocco is popular for horse riding, from beaches such as Diabat to hills, mountains, valleys, gorges and the desert.
        

      
            Specialist travel companies offer guided horse-riding tours:
        

      
            
                Club Farah
             
            
                (www.clubfarah.com) 
            Meknès-based Swiss-Moroccan company running trips throughout Morocco, from the imperial cities to the southern Atlantic coast.
        

      
            
                Unicorn Trails
              
                (www.unicorntrails.com) 
            UK-based operator offering four expeditions in the High Atlas, Sahara and Essaouira area.
        

      
            MOUNTAIN BIKING
        

      
            Ordinary cycling is possible in Morocco, but mountain biking opens up the options 
            considerably.

      
            For the very fit, the vast networks of 
                pistes
             
            (dirt tracks) and footpaths in the High Atlas offer the most rewarding biking. The Anti Atlas, Jebel Sarhro plateau and the Drâa Valley also offer excellent trails.

      
            Travel agencies, hotels and shops hire out mountain bikes, for example in Tafraoute, but the quality isn’t really high enough for an extended trip. Adventure tour companies cater to serious cyclists.
        

      
            ROCK CLIMBING
        

      
            There is a growing climbing scene in Morocco, with some sublime routes. Anyone contemplating climbing should have plenty of experience and be prepared to bring all their own equipment.
        

      
            The Anti Atlas and High Atlas offer everything from bouldering to very severe mountaineering routes that shouldn’t be attempted unless you have a great deal of experience.
        

      
            The Dadès and Todra Gorges are prime climbing territory.
        

      
            Des Clark’s new guidebook 
                Mountaineering in the Moroccan High Atlas 
            (published by Cicerone), subtitled ‘walks, climbs and scrambles over 3000m’, is destined to become a classic. It covers some 50 routes and 30 peaks in handy pocket-sized, plastic- 
            covered form, with plenty of maps, photos and practical information.

      
            The following are useful for information and hooking up with other climbers:
        

      
            
                Nicolò Berzi
              
                (nicolobe@tiscalinet.it)
             
            Italian climbing guide organising trips to Todra Gorge.

      
            
                PlanetMountain.com
              
                (www.planetmountain.com/english/rock/morocco) 
            Has a section on Morocco.
        

      
            
                Royal Moroccan Ski & Mountaineering Federation
              
                (www.frmsm.ma, in French)
             
            Has a list of routes.

      
            
                Serac Outdoors Sports
              
                (http://tinyurl.com/4neemp6)
             
            UK operator offering climbing trips in Morocco.

      
            SKIING
        

      
            Skiing is viable from November to April, although Morocco’s ski stations are somewhat ramshackle.
        

      
            Downhill Skiing
        

      
            Popular resort Oukaïmeden, about 70km south of Marrakesh, has North Africa’s highest ski lift, and equipment for hire. There are other spots dotted around the Middle Atlas, including Mischliffen, although some seasons the snow is thin on the ground.
        

      
            Ski Trekking
        

      
            
                Ski randonné 
            is increasingly popular, especially from late December to February, when the Aït Bougomez Valley has prime routes.
        

      
            SURFING, WINDSURFING & KITESURFING
        

      
            With thousands of kilometres of coastline, the Moroccan Atlantic is a fine, if underrated, destination for surfing, windsurfing and kitesurfing. Lessons, equipment hire and surf holidays are available.
        

      
            Northern & Central Morocco
        

      
            North of Rabat, Mehdiya Plage (
            Click here
            ) has strong currents but reliable year-round breaks. Moving south, Plage des Nations and Temara Plage, both within 20km of the city, are also good for surfing. Sidi Bouzid (
            Click here
            ) and the beaches around El-Jadida also attract surfers.
        

      
            Oualidia is known for surfing, windsurfing and kitesurfing. En route to Safi, the Lalla Fatna area (
            Click here
            ) has some of Morocco’s best breaks: one of the world’s longest tubular right-handers has drawn some of the biggest names in surfing.
        

      
            Southern Morocco
        

      
            Essaouira has been singled out by some surfers, although the ‘Windy City of Africa’ is a better windsurfing and kitesurfing 
            destination year-round. Nearby Sidi Kaouki is an upcoming destination for all three sports.

      
            Near Agadir, the Taghazout area has some of Morocco’s best surfing beaches and numerous businesses catering to surfers.
        

      
            Other destinations to consider in southern Morocco are Agadir, Aglou Plage, Mirleft, Sidi Ifni and Dakhla.
        

      
            TOURS
        

      
            Hiring a guide or going on a tour is a good idea if you want to gear your trip towards enjoying a certain activity. Not only will a local expert help you sniff out the best spots, which might be deep in the mountains or desert for some activities, but they will help organise gear, accommodation and transport, practical details that could take days to arrange in remote areas.
        

      
            An important fringe benefit is that the guide will give you a greater understanding of Morocco and its people. Two areas where joining a tour is recommended, as it can be tricky to get around and enjoy activities independently, are the Sahara and higher sections of the Atlas. In addition to the specialist operators listed in this chapter, tour companies offering activity holidays are listed on 
            Click here 
            and Click here
            .
        

      
            TREKKING
        

      
            Morocco is a magnificent trekking destination offering an array of landscapes and treks to suit all abilities. The snow-capped High Atlas are justifiably famous, especially North Africa’s highest peak, Jebel Toubkal (4167m), which can be tackled as a straight ascent or as part of a circuit. Heading towards the Sahara, the Anti Atlas and Jebel Sarhro ranges also offer top trekking. In the north, there are easier routes in the forests and hills of the Middle Atlas; and superb trails through the Rif Mountains – notably in Talassemtane National Park near Chefchaouen. For more details, see the Trekking in Morocco chapter.
        

      
            WHITE-WATER RAFTING & KAYAKING
        

      
            Although white-water rafting and kayaking are underdeveloped in Morocco, the rivers in the High Atlas near Bin el-Ouidane have stunning scenery.
        

      
            
                Water by Nature
              
                (www.waterbynature.com)
             
            The specialist UK- and USA-based adventure company offers rafting and kayaking trips, including family rafting trips, and caters to all levels of experience.
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        trekking in 
                morocco

      

      
    

    
      
            
                High Atlas
            

            
                Tackle North Africa’s highest peak, Jebel Toubkal, and meet the Berbers on the longer Toubkal Circuit (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                Escape the crowds and be inspired by the remote M’Goun Massif’s spectacular valleys and beautiful villages (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                Jebel Sarhro
            

            
                Head southeast to some of Morocco’s most rugged and stunning scenery, perfect for winter walking (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                The Rif
            

            
                Take a gentler path through little-visited cedar forests in the Talassemtane National Park, near Chefchaouen (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                Anti Atlas
            

            
                Visit a few of the Ameln Valley’s 26 villages, en route to an ascent of the ‘amethyst mountain’, Jebel L’Kest (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                Enjoy serious trekking and stark beauty among the remote villages and tremendous gorges beneath volcanic Jebel Siroua (
                Click here
                ).
            

        

      
            Trekking in Morocco was once the preserve of dedicated climbers, and a few intrepid amateurs, en route to the top of North Africa’s highest peak, Jebel Toubkal (4167m). Things have changed: there are now treks for all times of year and levels of fitness; treks to test the fittest athletes and those where you can have your bags carried, arrive to find your lunch laid out for you and sleep in luxury.
        

      
            Morocco is blessed with some of the world’s most dramatic and beautiful mountains, many of which see few travellers while others remain unexplored by foreigners. The broad range of climates is also a blessing for trekkers. When December snows make Jebel Toubkal impossible to trek, Jebel Sarhro, closer to the Sahara on the southern side of the Atlas, is passable. When the summer sun makes the Rif too hot to trek, it also melts the snow off Toubkal, enticing crowds to the summit.
        

      
            As trekking in Morocco has grown in popularity, so have the options available. You could buy a package, including flights and transfers, guides and food; or turn up at the trailhead, hire a guide and mules, and head off into the Berber heartland. Whichever you choose, trekking is often the highlight of visits to Morocco.
        

      
            GETTING STARTED
        

      
            Maps
        

      
            Morocco is covered by a 1:100,000 and also a 1:50,000 topographical map series.
        

      
            Some of the 1:50,000 series are unavailable to the public; travellers exploring wide areas are advised to stick to the 1:100,000 series.
        

      
            Although marked in Cyrillic script, 1:100,000 maps of Morocco made by the Soviet military are as topographically accurate as any available.
        

      
            The best place in Morocco to buy maps is Direction de la Cartographie in Rabat (see the boxed text on 
            Click here
            ), which lists the maps it sells online.
        

      
            Maps and photocopies are also available at other bookshops around Morocco, listed in the destination chapters, as well as at stalls around the Djemaa el-Fna in Marrakesh and, as a last resort, on the approaches to the Atlas trekking routes.
        

      
            The Foyle Reading Room of the 
                Royal Geographical Society  
            
                (www.rgs.org; cnr Exhibition Rd & Kensington Gore, Kensington, London, UK; admission per day £10)
             
            has one of the world’s largest private collections of maps, and you can view its catalogue online.

      
            In addition to the international shops listed in the boxed text, websites including 
                Amazon
              
                (www.amazon.co.uk) 
            sell maps such as West Col Productions maps of the Toubkal and M’Goun Massifs.
        

      
        
            
                INTERNATIONAL SPECIALIST TRAVEL MAP & BOOKSHOPS
            

            
                Australia
            

            
                
                    Melbourne Map Centre
                  
                    (www.melbmap.com.au; Malvern East, Victoria)
                 
                Australia’s largest map shop stocks half-a-dozen Morocco maps.

            
                France
            

            
                
                    Au Vieux Campeur  
                
                    (www.au-vieux-campeur.fr, in French)
                
            

            
                UK
            

            
                
                    Stanfords  
                
                    (www.stanfords.co.uk; London & Bristol) 
                The world’s largest travel map and bookshop, it sells maps including Editorial Piolet’s 1:40,000 map of the Jebel Toubkal area; and West Col’s series of 1:160,000 maps of the Atlas, based on the Soviet military survey maps.
            

            
                
                    The Map Shop  
                
                    (www.themapshop.co.uk; Upton upon Severn, Worcestershire)
                
            

            
                USA
            

            
                
                    East View Map Link  
                
                    (http://store.maplink.com) 
                Has a list of other map shops in the United States and elsewhere.
            

            
                
                    Omnimap  
                
                    (www.omnimap.com; Burlington, North Carolina)
                 
                Sells an excellent range of maps, including the West Col and Soviet military survey maps, some available digitally.

            
                
                    Rand McNally  
                
                    (http://store.randmcnally.com)
                
            

        

      

      
            Books
        

      
            The booklet 
                Morocco: Mountain and Desert Tourism 
            (2005), published by Office National Marocain du Tourisme (ONMT), the Moroccan tourist office, has a good introduction to trekking in Morocco; plus lists of car-hire companies, 
                bureaux des guides
            
            (guide offices), tourist offices, 
                gîtes d
            
            ’
            
                étape
            
            (trekkers’ hostels), huts, 
                refuges
             
            (huts), camp sites, souq (market) days and other information.

      
            You should be able to pick it up in ONMT offices overseas and in Marrakesh and other major cities, or at Imlil’s 
                bureau des guides
            
            .
        

      
            Edisud/Belvisi publishes
             
                Gravures Rupestres du Haut Atlas,
            which looks at the rock art of Plateau du Yagour, northeast of Setti Fatma, and 
                Randonnées Pédestres Dans le Massif du Mgoun
            
            . These are available online, and sporadically at tourist offices, in bookshops in Rabat and Marrakesh, from the Club Alpin Français (CAF) and in the CAF’s Oukaïmeden 
                refuge
            
            .
        

      
            
                The Mountains Look on Marrakech
             
            is Hamish Brown’s atmospheric account of a 96-day trek across the mountains.

      
        
            
                TREKKING GUIDEBOOKS
            

            »
                
                    Great Atlas Traverse
                 
                by Michael Peyron. The two-volume work by the Morocco-based British writer is the definitive text for the great traverse. Less useful for the casual trekker.

            »
                
                    The Atlas Mountains: A Walking and Trekking Guide 
                by Karl Smith. Published by the walking specialist Cicerone, this has route descriptions and information on subjects such as ski-touring, although it gets mixed reviews.
            

            »
                
                    Mountaineering in the Moroccan High Atlas 
                by Des Clark. Also published by Cicerone, this new guide, subtitled ‘walks, climbs and scrambles over 3000m’, is destined to become a classic. It covers some 50 routes and 30 peaks in handy pocket-sized, plastic-covered form, with plenty of maps, photos and practical information.
            

            »
                
                    Trekking in the Moroccan Atlas
                 
                by Richard Knight. Has 43 maps and information from green hiking tips to language advice, although it also has both fans and detractors. Likely to be the most useful for inexperienced trekkers, but also the bulkiest.

        

      

      
            Clubs, Information & Tours
        

      
            For details of foreign and Moroccan oper-ators offering trekking tours in Morocco, 
            Click here
            .
        

      
            
                Atlas Mountains Information Services  
            
                (AMIS; http://tinyurl.com/48efeva; Fife, Scotland)
             
            A trusted source of information as well as trekking tours. Organiser Hamish Brown, a specialist author, lecturer, photographer and guide for the Atlas, has been travelling in Morocco for 50 years. He’s often away leading treks, so you are advised to contact him well in advance.

      
            
                Club Alpin Français  
            
                (CAF; www.caf-maroc.com, in French; Casablanca)
            
            Operates 
                refuges
             
            in the Toubkal area. Its website is a good source of information.

      
            
                La Fédération Royale Marocaine de Ski et Montagne  
            
                (Royal Moroccan Ski & Mountaineering Federation; FRMSM; www.frmsm.ma, in French; Casablanca)
             
            Has basic information on its website.

      
        
            
                ESSENTIAL CLOTHING
            

            
                Year-Round
            

            »
                Strong, well-broken-in walking boots (see the boxed text, 
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                A waterproof and windproof outer layer; it’s amazing how quickly the weather can change.
            

            »
                Sunhat, sunglasses and high-factor sunscreen.
            

            
                Summer (June to August)
            

            »
                Light, baggy, cotton trousers and long-sleeved shirts.
            

            »
                Even at 1800m, nights are cold enough to require a fleece or jumper.
            

            
                Winter (November to March)
            

            »
                Prepare for very cold weather wherever you trek in the country.
            

            »
                Pack warm clothing, including a woollen hat and gloves for High Atlas trekking.
            

        

      

      
            Clothing & Equipment
        


      
            Tents
        

      
            In addition to the essentials listed in the boxed text, the key decision, when planning a route, is whether or not to sleep in a tent. A good tent opens up endless trekking possibilities and will get you away from the crowds.
        

      
            You can hire tents from tour operators and guides, and at trailheads.
        

      
            If you would rather not carry a tent, in most regions you can stay in the villages 
            (Click here
            ).
        

      
            Sleeping Bags
        

      
            Whether you are camping or staying in houses, a four-season sleeping bag is essential for the High Atlas and Jebel Sarhro from September to early April, when temperatures as low as -10°C are not unknown.
        

      
            In lower ranges, even in high summer, a bag comfortable at 0°C is recommended. A thick sleeping mat or thin foam mattress is a good idea since the ground is extremely rocky. Guides can usually supply these.
        

      
            Stoves
        

      
            Many 
                gîtes
             
            have cooking facilities, but you may want to bring a stove if you are camping. Multifuel stoves that burn anything from aviation fuel to diesel are ideal.

      
            Methylated spirits is hard to get hold of, but kerosene is available. Pierce-type butane gas canisters are also available, but not recommended for environmental reasons.
        

      
            Your guide will be able to advise you on this.
        

      
            Other Equipment
        

      
            Bring a basic medical kit as well as water-purification tablets or iodine drops or a mechanical purifier. All water should be treated unless you take it directly from the source.
        

      
            To go above 3000m between November and May, as well as having experience in winter mountaineering, you will need essentials including crampons, ice axes and snow shovels. Again, this equipment is available for hire.
        

      
            If you are combining trekking with visits to urban areas, consider storing extra luggage before your trek rather than lugging around unwanted gear. Most hotels will let you leave luggage, sometimes for a small fee. Train stations in larger cities have secure left-luggage facilities (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            Guides
        

      
            However much trekking and map-reading experience you have, we strongly recommend that you hire a qualified guide – if for no other reason than to be your translator (how is your Tashelhit?), chaperone (
            
                faux guides 
            won’t come near you if you are with a guide), deal-getter and vocal guidebook.
        

      
            A good guide will also enhance your cultural experience. They will know local people, which will undoubtedly result in invitations for tea and food, and richer experiences of Berber life.
        

      
            If something goes wrong, a local guide will be the quickest route to getting help. Every year foreigners die in the Moroccan mountains. Whatever the cause – a freak storm, an unlucky slip, a rock slide – the presence of a guide would invariably have increased their chances of survival. So however confident you feel, we recommend that you never walk into the mountains unguided.
        

      
            Choosing a Guide
        

      
            A flash-looking, English-speaking 
                faux guide
             
            (unofficial guide) from Marrakesh is no substitute for a gnarled, old, local mountain guide who knows the area like the back of his hand.

      
            Official guides carry photo-identity cards. Guides should be authorised by the Fédération Royale Marocaine de Ski et Montagne or l’Association Nationale des Guides et Accompagnateurs en Montagne du Maroc. They should be credited as 
                guides de montagne 
            (mountain guides), which requires study for at least six months at the Centre de Formation aux Métiers de Montagne, a school for mountain guides at Tabant in the Aït Bougomez valley.
        

      
            
                Accompagnateurs
            
            (escorts) will have had only one week’s training, and will not be insured to lead mountain trips; 
                guides de tourisme 
            (tourist guides) are not qualified to lead treks.
        

      
            Official mountain guides, who can always show an identity card as proof of their status, have been trained in mountain craft, including first aid. In times of uncertain weather or in an emergency, they will be infinitely more efficient than a cheaper guide lacking proper training. If a guide is reluctant to show a photo card, it probably means he/she either doesn’t have one or it has expired (they should be renewed every three years).
        

      
            Some 
                guides de montagne
             
            have additional training in rock climbing, canyoning and mountaineering. All guides speak French, and some also speak English, Spanish or German. Several young Moroccan female guides, who have succeeded in breaking into the previously all-male world of mountain guiding, are in high demand.

      
            Hiring a Guide
        

      
            There are more than 400 accredited mountain guides in Morocco, and many can be found through the 
                bureaux des guides
             
            in Imlil, Setti Fatma, Chefchaouen, and Maroc Profond in Tabant (Aït Bougomez Valley).

      
            At the time of writing, the minimum rate for official guides was Dh300 per day (per group, not per person). This rate can vary according to season and location. The rates do not include food and accommodation expenses.
        

      
            Guides generally get free accommodation in 
                refuges
            
            and 
                gîtes,
             
            but you may be asked to cover their meals. If you walk a linear route you’ll also be expected to pay for their return journey.

      
            Negotiate all fees before departure and count on giving at least a 10% tip at the 
            end, unless you have been unhappy with the service.

      
            If your guide is organising your trip (rather than a tour operator), be sure to go through all aspects of the trek ahead of time. Discuss where each day will start and end; whether tents will be shared (most guides have a tent and/or sleeping bag); how many mules will be hired; who will be cooking (if there are enough of you, the guide may insist on hiring a cook, usually for about Dh100 a day); food preferences, water provision, and the division of food and equipment among the group.
        

      
            Mules
        

      
            Mules (and the odd donkey) are widely used in Morocco for transporting goods through the mountains, and you can easily hire one to carry your gear.
        

      
            If you are relying on heavy local supplies, or are in a large group, hiring a mule makes especially good sense. As a rough guide, mules can carry up to 120kg – or up to four sets of gear. If the route is very steep or demanding, the muleteer may insist upon carrying less. He will have the wellbeing of his meal ticket in mind, although Moroccans are unsentimental about their pack animals.
        

      
            Some trekking routes are not suitable for mules, although detours (for the mule) are often possible. If high passes are covered in snow, porters may have to be used instead of mules (one porter can carry up to 18kg).
        

      
            There is usually a standard charge for a mule and muleteer of about Dh100 per day. As with guides, if you trek a linear route you’ll also be expected to pay for the muleteer’s return journey.
        

      
        
            
                WORDS TO TREK BY
            

            
                Even just a few words in a foreign language can make a big difference to your experience. The following words may be helpful on these treks. ‘(A)’ indicates Arabic, ‘(B)’ indicates Berber; other useful Arabic and Berber words can be found in the Glossary (Click here).
            

            
                
                    adfel
                 
                (B) – snow

            
                
                    adrar
                 
                (B) – mountain (plural 
                    idraren
                )
            

            
                
                    afella
                 
                (B) – summit

            
                
                    agdal
                
                (B) – pasture (also 
                    aougdal
                
                )
            

            
                
                    aghbalu
                 
                (B) – water spring

            
                
                    ain
                 
                (A) – water spring

            
                
                    aman
                 
                (B) – water

            
                
                    anzar
                 
                (B) – rain

            
                
                    argaz
                 
                (B) – man

            
                
                    asserdoun
                 
                (B) – mule

            
                
                    assif
                 
                (B) – watercourse, river

            
                
                    azaghar
                
                (B) – plane, plateau (also 
                    izwghar
                
                )
            

            
                
                    azib
                 
                (B) – seasonal shelter for shepherds

            
                
                    brhel
                 
                (A) – mule

            
                
                    châba
                 
                (B) – ravine

            
                
                    iferd
                 
                (B) – lake

            
                
                    ifri
                 
                (B) – cave

            
                
                    jebel
                 
                (A) – mountain or hill

            
                
                    kerkour
                 
                (B) – cairn

            
                
                    taddart
                 
                (B) – house

            
                
                    talat
                 
                (B) – dried-up ravine or watercourse

            
                
                    tamada
                 
                (B) – lake

            
                
                    tigm
                 
                (B) – house

            
                
                    tizi
                
                  
                (B) – mountain pass
            

        

      

      
            ON THE TREK
        

      
            Accommodation
        

      
            If you would rather not carry a tent, you can often stay in 
                refuges
            
            and in villages at either 
                gîtes
             
                d
            
            ’
            
                étape 
            (basic homestays or hostels) or 
                chez l’habitant
             
            (in someone’s home). Especially in remote areas, village rooms may not even have a mattress on the floor, although in places such as Imlil they often come with the luxury of a bed.

      
            The bulk of trekking accommodation options in the High and Middle Atlas are 
                gîtes
            
            . In the Rif and Anti Atlas, 
                gîtes
             
            are uncommon, and accommodation is more often in local homes or in tents.

      
            For more information, see destination chapters and 
            Click here
            .
        

      
            Gîtes d’Étape
        

      
            
                Gîtes
             
            provide basic accommodation, often offering little more than a foam mattress in an empty room, or on a roof terrace or balcony. They have basic bathrooms and toilets, although the better ones have hot showers. Given notice, the proprietor can rustle up a tajine.

      
            At the time of writing, the standard rate was Dh50 per person per night, although prices can vary according to season and location. Meals are extra (usually Dh30 to Dh50 per person), as are hot showers (usually Dh10 to Dh15 per shower).
        

      
            The more upscale, privately owned 
                gîtes
             
            typically charge up to Dh200 per person for half-board, while rooms at one luxury kasbah in Imlil cost up to Dh2780 (Click here
            ).
        

      
            Refuges
        

      
            CAF operates 
                refuges
            
            in Imlil, Oukaïmeden, Tazaghart, Tacheddirt and on Toubkal. Officially, bookings should be made in advance through the Oukaïmeden 
                refuge
             
            (Click here
            ). However, in practice you can usually find out if space is available at the other 
                refuges
            
            in the Toubkal region by asking in Oukaïmeden or Imlil. 
                Refuges
             
            are often packed in July and August.

      
            CAF members and HI members get the cheapest price for a bed. Members of affiliated and recognised alpine organisations (eg the UK’s Alpine Club) and children aged under 16 years are also eligible for discounts.
        

      
            Food
        

      
            The choice of dry rations is limited in rural Morocco. You cannot be sure of finding much beyond powdered milk, a range of dried fruit and sachets of soup, biscuits, some tinned fish and dates. Supermarkets in larger towns and cities are a much better option, and if you take a mule, you will be able to plan a more varied diet.
        

      
            Bread, eggs, vegetables and some basic supplies (eg tea and tinned tuna) may be available in some mountain villages, but you cannot count on it. Meals can also be arranged in some villages (Dh30 to Dh50 per person is standard), especially at 
                gîtes
            
            and 
                refuges,
             
            although they usually need to be ordered in advance. Again, do not rely on local suppliers as your only source of food unless you have made previous arrangements.

      
            Change money in the nearest major town and ensure that you have plenty of small notes. If you do get stuck, euro notes may be accepted.
        

      
            RESPONSIBLE TREKKING
        

      
            Morocco is being developed as a walking destination, but many regions remain remote – and susceptible to the cultural and environmental impact of tourism. Many travellers return home warmed and heartened by Berber hospitality, but as visitor numbers increase so too does the pressure on locals. In response, travellers should adopt an appropriate code of behaviour.
        

      
        
            
                TREKKING THE WAY ALLAH INTENDED
            

            
                Morocco, beloved for its casual, God-willing, now-pass-another-cup-of-tea charm, does not provide trekkers with many resources for safe and responsible exploration, or for protecting the environment. The following tips should help, and this chapter gives more detail on many of them.
            

            »
                Dress appropriately according to local custom.
            

            »
                Use current topographical maps.
            

            »
                Run maps by a local if you can: someone who lives in the area can verify water sources and indicate rivers that are now dry.
            

            »
                Camp only in designated camp sites; fields are a private source of business for local families.
            

            »
                Buy or collect firewood (do not chop) and use it sparingly to respect its scarcity.
            

            »
                Carry out rubbish to the nearest town or city.
            

            »
                Hitchhike at your own risk.
            

            »
                If you flag down a grand taxi you’re no longer hitchhiking; expect to pay the fare to the next town.
            

            »
                Scorpions hide under rocks – and potentially in shoes and sleeping bags, so shake them out occasionally. Scorpions will not sting unless provoked.
            

            »
                Laundering or bathing in rivers and streams pollutes a village’s primary water source.
            

            »
                Some villages consider photography blasphemous, while in others a camera makes you the Pied Piper. It is always inappropriate to photograph someone without permission, and cameras can cause particular offence when pointed at women.
            

            »
                Refrain from feeding or handling animals – even Barbary macaques, who will tease you with their charisma!
            

            »
                Consider the impact of 4WDs before embarking on off-
                
                    piste
                 
                adventures (see the boxed text, Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Give a warm smile and some kind words to the friendly children who live in rural areas.
            

            »
                Handing out money, candy and other gifts teaches kids to beg and harass tourists. If you wish to give something, it’s better to give a donation to a local charity or school.
            

            »
                Don’t drink alcohol in remote villages where the practice is considered offensive.
            

        

      

      
            Cross-Cultural Considerations
        

      
            For advice on alcohol, photography and giving gifts to children see the boxed text, 
            Click here
            .
        

      
            Dress
        

      
            The way you dress is important, especially among remote mountain people, who remain conservative. In villages, wear buttoned shirts or T-shirts and not sleeveless vests, which villagers use as underwear. Above all, trousers should be worn rather than shorts. This applies equally to men and women.
        

      
            The importance of dress in the villages cannot be overemphasised (as many a frustrated and embarrassed trekking tour leader will affirm). However much you might disagree with this conservatism, respecting local traditions will bring greater rewards, not least by way of contact, hospitality and assistance.
        

      
        
            
                HAPPY FEET
            

            
                Mountain Berbers manage to walk and, often, even run up and down mountains in sandals. They have had a lifetime to hone this skill, and you are not advised to copy them if you want to carry on walking. The most common difficulty that visitors experience on a trek is blisters from ill-fitting boots or ill-chosen footwear. If you want to do more than stroll across a valley, you will greatly enhance your outing by buying a pair of properly fitted, waterproof (preferably Gore-Tex) boots, and giving yourself time to break them in. Even then you may get blisters. Many trekkers carry ‘second skin’, a plastic layer that can be put over blisters and usually stops them hurting. Happy feet make for a happy walker.
            

        

      

      
            Hospitality
        

      
            Invitations for tea and offers of food are common in the mountains. By taking a guide, who may have friends in many villages, you’ll open yourself to even more offers of genuine hospitality.
        

      
            While these offers are unconditional, it is worth bearing in mind that the mountain economy is one of basic subsistence farming. No one has large supplies, and in outlying villages there may be no surplus food. Offering your hosts some Chinese gunpowder tea and some sugar (preferably in cones) is a very welcome gesture. Dried fruits are also appreciated, as is a taste of any imported food you may have.
        

      
            For this reason, it is important to be generous when buying provisions for yourself and guides.
        

      
            Medicine
        

      
            In remote areas, people along the way will often ask for medicine, from disinfectant and bandages to painkillers or cream for dry skin (which many children have). Always make sure the guide explains what to do with what you offer – how often to take it and so on.
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            Environmental Considerations
        

      
            Rubbish
        

      
            Carry out all your rubbish; never bury it or burn it (Western-style packaging never burns well). Your guide may be happy to bag up all your rubbish and hurl it over a cliff, but that approach is unsustainable, especially given that more and more people are now trekking in Morocco. So if you have carried it in, then you should carry it out.
        

      
            Minimise the waste you’ll carry out by taking minimal packaging, and by repackaging provisions into reusable containers when appropriate. If you want to make a gesture, consider carrying out some of the rubbish left by others.
        

      
            Don’t rely on bought water in plastic bottles, as disposal of these bottles is creating a major problem in Morocco. Instead purify locally sourced water.
        

      
            Human Waste Disposal
        

      
            Contamination of water sources by human faeces can lead to the transmission of hepatitis, typhoid and intestinal parasites. This is a particular problem in more populated trekking areas.
        

      
            Where there is a toilet, it is a good idea to use it; where there is none, bury your waste. Dig a small hole 15cm (6in) deep and at least 100m from any watercourse – an important point to remember, given how many trekking routes follow rivers and streams. Consider carrying a lightweight trowel: in the arid Atlas Mountains, digging without one can be difficult. In snow, dig down to the soil; otherwise, your waste will be exposed when the snow melts.
        

      
            Use toilet paper sparingly, burn it when possible or bury it with the waste. Cover the waste with soil and a rock.
        

      
            Washing
        

      
            Don’t use detergents or toothpaste in or near watercourses, even if they are biodegradable. For personal washing use biodegradable soap and wash at least 50m away from any watercourse. Disperse the waste water widely to allow the soil to filter it fully before it makes its way back to the watercourse. Use a scourer, sand or snow to wash cooking utensils rather than detergent. Again, make sure you’re at least 50m from any watercourse.
        

      
            Erosion
        

      
            Hillsides and mountain slopes, especially at high altitudes, are prone to erosion. Stick to existing tracks and avoid short cuts that bypass a switchback. If you blaze a new trail straight down a slope, it will turn into a watercourse with the next heavy rainfall, eventually causing soil loss and deep scarring.
        

      
            Low-Impact Cooking
        

      
            Don’t depend on open fires for cooking. As you will see, cutting wood for fires has caused widespread deforestation in Morocco. Ideally, cook on a lightweight multifuel or kerosene stove and avoid those powered by disposable butane gas canisters. If you do make a fire, ensure it is fully extinguished after use by spreading the embers and dousing them with water. A fire is only truly safe to leave when you can comfortably place your hand in it.
        

      
            Camping
        

      
            Vegetation at high altitude is highly sensitive. When camping, minimise your impact on the environment by not removing or disturbing the vegetation around your camp site. In order to avoid aggravating the persistent and serious problem of overgrazing in many of the regions, sufficient fodder (barley) for all baggage mules and donkeys should be brought in. Enquire about this before setting off.
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                Best Regions for Kids
            

            
                Marrakesh
            

            
                With so much culture and shopping, there’s always something to amuse children in Marrakesh. The Djemaa el-Fna is Morocco’s carnival capital, and all generations can retire to pool, park, horse-drawn calèche or camel back.
            

            
                Coast
            

            
                Beaches are an obvious hit – the Atlantic Coast offers plenty of water and wind sports. Agadir’s long, sandy beach is popular; mix it with somewhere more colourful like Essaouira.
            

            
                Drâa Valley
            

            
                Tour Ouarzazate’s film studios and kasbah, then head down the valley for dunes and dromedary rides.
            

            
                Rabat
            

            
                With its souqs, ruins and gardens, this is a relatively mellow, manageable slice of urban Morocco. Attractions include a zoo, amusement park and pony rides.
            

            
                Middle Atlas
            

            
                For mountain scenery, waterfalls, forest walks and less hair-raising passes than the High Atlas. Easily visited from spots like Azrou and accommodation on the outskirts of Marrakesh.
            

        

      
            There’s plenty to capture children’s imaginations in Morocco. In cities such as Fez and Marrakesh, the sensory explosion and chaos of the medinas and souqs are endlessly fascinating, and supply many exciting (and possibly exasperating) moments. Marrakesh has the most to offer families in urban Morocco. A night around a campfire or a camel ride on the beach will be memorable, but be sure to factor in some time by the hotel pool at the end of a hot day.
        

      
            Morocco for Kids
        

      
            Morocco is ideal for parents who once travelled to intrepid destinations, and don’t necessarily fancy a Western poolside now they have knee-high travelling companions. Compared with Asia, it’s easily accessible from Europe and North America; Marrakesh is less than four hours from London. And when you touch down, you’ll find that children open numerous doors, getting you closer to the heart of this family-orientated country.
        

      
            Meeting the Locals
        

      
            Moroccans love children so much that you may even want to bring a backpack to carry smaller kids, in case they grow tired of the kissing, hugging, gifts and general adulation. Locals have grown up in large families and children break the ice and encourage contact with Moroccans, who are generally very friendly, helpful and protective towards families.
        

      
            As you travel the countryside, women may pick up their own child and wave from their doorway. Such moments emphasise your children’s great benefit: having yet to acquire any stereotypes about Africa and the Middle East, their enduring impression of Morocco is likely to be its people’s warmth and friendliness.
        

      
            Of course, this certainly doesn’t mean parents receive special treatment from the salesmen in the country’s souqs. However, even the grizzliest shopkeeper generally welcomes Western women and children, as it gives their store the image of having a broad, family-friendly appeal. Letting your kids run amok in carpet shops can also be an excellent bargaining technique!
        

      
            Adapting to Morocco
        

      
            Morocco is a foreign environment and children will likely take a day or so to adapt, but it has plenty of familiar and fun aspects that kids can relate to. British traveller Emma Catling says of her five-year-old son Finlay’s first impressions of Marrakesh: ‘It was hectic at first: with bikes and horses coming past you in narrow alleyways and different smells, it was beyond his normal experience – but the snakes on the Djemaa el-Fan turned him around.’ In the countryside, simple things like beehives and plants endlessly fascinate children.
        

      
            Taking your Time
        

      
            A key to successful family travel in Morocco is to factor in lots of time: to acclimatise at the beginning, and just relax and muck about at the end. Trying to cram everything in, as you might if you were by yourself, will lead to tired, cranky kids. Distances are deceptive due to factors such as bad roads, and you need to build in contingency plans in case children get ill. However, having to slow your pace to your kids – for example, having to stay put in the hottest hours between noon and 4pm – is another way children draw you closer to the Moroccan landscape, people and pace of life.
        

      
            Eating Out
        

      
            Tajines contain many familiar elements, such as potatoes and carrots. Although you may want to encourage your child to try Moroccan food, you may struggle if they don’t like potatoes or bread; in which case Western foods, such as pasta, pizza and fries, are available.
        

      
            Be careful about choosing restaurants; steer clear of salads and stick to piping-hot tajines, couscous, omelettes and soups such as 
                harira
             
            (lentil soup). Markets sell delicious fruit and vegies, but be sure to wash or peel them.

      
            To avoid stomach upsets, stick to purified or bottled water. Milk is widely available – UHT, pasteurised and powdered – but baked beans are not, and you should bring any special foods.
        

      
            Children’s Highlights
        

      
            Sights and activities appropriate for children are covered throughout this book, with dedicated boxed texts under Marrakesh, Tangier, Casablanca and Rabat.
        

      
            Animal Encounters
        

      »
            Travelling by road to a High Atlas trailhead such as Imlil, then taking a day walk in the mountains with a guide and mule.
        

      »
            Camel or horse rides along the beaches around Essaouira or in the Sahara, with accessible dunes in the Drâa Valley and Merzouga.
        

      »
            Calèche (horse-drawn carriage) rides around the ramparts of places like Marrakesh and Taroudannt.
        

      
            Splashing Around
        

      »
            Wind and water sports around Essaouira or Agadir’s beach for young children.
        

      »
            Oualidia lagoon, with safe, calm waters and a wide, sandy beach.
        

      »
            Ceuta’s creative Parque Marítimo del Mediterráneo, its pools surrounded by restaurants and cafes.
        

      
            Fun & Games
        

      »
            Jardin Majorelle and Djemaa el-Fna, Marrakesh; on the latter, children enjoy amusements such as the ‘fishing for a bottle’ game.
        

      »
            Atlas Film Corporation Studios, Ouarzazate, featuring sets and props from famous films made hereabouts.
        

      
        
            
                PLANNING
            

            
                If you look hard enough, you can buy just about anything you need for young children in Morocco. Before leaving home, think about what you can take with you to Morocco’s various environments; wet-weather gear is vital in the mountains in case the weather turns bad.
            

            
                Lonely Planet’s 
                    Travel with Children
                 
                has more information and tips.

            
                Accommodation
            

            
                Some hotels are more family-friendly than others, so check your children will be well catered for before booking.
            

            
                Like the airlines, many hotels will not charge children under two years of age. For those between two and 12 years sharing a room with their parents, it’s often 50% off the adult rate. If you want reasonable toilet and bathroom facilities, you’ll need to stay in midrange hotels.
            

            
                Transport
            

            
                Northern Morocco has a great rail infrastructure and travel by train may be the easiest, most enjoyable option: children can stretch their legs and fold-out tables are useful for drawing and games. Travellers and children are eligible for reductions and discount cards (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                Grands taxis and buses can be a real squeeze with young children, who count not as passengers in their own right but as wriggling luggage, and have to sit on your lap. The safety record of buses and shared taxis is poor, and many roads are potholed.
            

            
                Hiring a vehicle – a taxi in Marrakesh or a 4WD to the mountains – is well worth the extra expense. Bring a child seat! They allow children to see out of the window and hire-car companies normally don’t have them; seats generally cost more in Morocco than in Europe.
            

            
                Health & Hygiene
            

            
                Alcohol gel is essential, as children tend to touch everything. Disposable nappies are a practical solution when travelling despite the environmental drawbacks; international brands are readily available. All travellers with children should know how to treat minor ailments and when to seek medical treatment.
            

            
                Make sure the children are up to date with routine vaccinations, and discuss possible travel vaccines well before departure, as some are not suitable for children aged under a year.
            

            
                Upset stomachs are always a risk for children when travelling, so take particular care with diet. If your child is vomiting or experiencing diarrhoea, lost fluid and salts must be replaced. It may be helpful to take rehydration powders for reconstituting with sterile water; ask your doctor.
            

            
                In Morocco’s often-searing heat, sunburn, heat exhaustion and dehydration should all be guarded against, even on cloudy days. Bring high-factor sunscreen with you, and avoid travelling in the interior during midsummer, when temperatures rise to 40°C plus.
            

            
                Encourage children to avoid dogs and other mammals because of the risk of rabies and other diseases – although there isn’t likely to be a risk on camel rides in the desert, or with donkeys and mules working in places like Fez medina.
            

            
                See 
                Click here 
                for more information on health.
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                Marrakesh & Central Morocco
            

            
            
                Adventure 
            

            
                Architecture 
            

            
                Food 
            

            
                ADVENTURE
            

            
                With its dunes, mountains, souqs, caravanserai, extreme conditions and the sheer unpredictability of its landscapes, Central Morocco piles on the adventures. Before you even leave Marrakesh, you have to brave the traffic and rise to the moment on the Djemaa el-Fna. The square’s peculiar magic – like a circus, jam session, giant barbecuing competition, and a wonky satellite TV feed where every channel is on – soon sweeps travellers into a jubilant, up-for-anything party mood.
            

            
                ARCHITECTURE
            

            
                The region has a
                stunning variety of traditional architecture in site-appropriate, sustainable materials. Marrakesh has more riads than any other city, kasbahs dot the Drâa Valley and 
                    ksour
                 
                (fortified strongholds) line the Rissani road. White window frames and blue doors distinguish mimetic stone, mud and thatch villages from their High Atlas settings. Inspired adaptations are being made to Marrakesh interior architecture.

            
                FOOD
            

            
                Fantastic street food, lavish riad dining, fresh, local, organic ingredients…and that’s just in Marrakesh. Slow Food is taking off in the Sahara: traditional organic dry-farming practices turn oasis-grown products into taste explosions, and farmers are working local heritage varietals into inspired recipes – date syrup, date energy bars, honey from Berber medicinal herbs. Try some local wines, particularly rose, gris and white, which preserve better in the heat.
            

        

            
                
                Click here
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                Atlantic Coast
            

        

            
                Beaches 
            

            
                Architecture 
            

            
                Birdwatching 
            

            
                BEACHES
            

            
                This stretch encompasses the aptly named Paradise Beach, a carriage-ride from Assilah, and Sidi Kaouki, a top surfing and windsurfing spot. In between, Tamara and Haouzia beaches are near Rabat and Casablanca, and chic Oualidia has a sand-fringed lagoon.
            

            
                ARCHITECTURE
            

            
                Gems include Essaouira and El-Jadida, fortified seaside towns with wave-lashed ramparts. Hispano-Moorish Larache recalls its two spells under Spanish rule and murals decorate nearby Assilah’s medina. Mauresque beauties are found in Casablanca, along with the world’s third- 
                largest mosque, and Rabat.

            
                BIRDWATCHING
            

            
                Beaches and coastal wetlands offer excellent birdwatching, particularly around Moulay Bousselham: Merja Zerga (Blue Lagoon) attracts thousands of birds. Lac de Sidi Bourhaba is one of the last places to see large numbers of marbled ducks.
            

            
                
                Click here
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                Mediterranean Coast & the Rif
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                BEACHES
            

            
                From beaches near Tangier – 
                such as bracing Plage Robinson, where you might feel like its shipwrecked namesake – the Mediterranean coast ripples east. Top beaches include Oued Laou, Cala Iris, Al-Hoceima and Saídia, all unruffled in comparison with Europe’s Mediterranean beaches.

            
                NATIONAL PARKS
            

            
                Two stunning national parks offer the best of the region’s coastline and mountains. Talassemtane National Park encompasses green mountains, tiny villages, an eco-museum and the God’s Bridge rock formation; and the National Park of Al-Hoceima’s great mesas, dry canyons and thuya forests lead to limestone sea cliffs.
            

            
                TREKKING
            

            
                Trekking through the Rif Mountains in Talassemtane National Park is superb, and largely undiscovered compared with High Atlas routes. From Chefchaouen, multiday trails lead through forests of cedar, cork oak and fir.
            

            
                
                Click here
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                Imperial Cities, Middle Atlas & the East
            

        

            
                Souqs 
            

            
                History 
            

            
                Food 
            

            
                SOUQS
            

            
                Fez medina includes the henna souq (actually best for blue pottery) and the Carpenters’ Souq, with thrones built for weddings. Meknès has souqs devoted to textiles, jewellery, carpets and embroidery, and Middle Atlas souqs are piled with Berber carpets.
            

            
                HISTORY
            

            
                Fez medina is the world’s largest living medieval Islamic city, and the Fès Festival of World Sacred Music showcases Sufi musical traditions. Memories of Meknès’ past glories remain in its imperial city; Volubilis was a Roman outpost; Moulay Idriss is dedicated to its 8th-century namesake; and an 11th-century minaret overlooks oasis town Figuig.
            

            
                FOOD
            

            
                Fez’ nationally renowned dishes include wild thistle/artichoke stew, and the medina has a snail stand. The Middle Atlas has home-grown delights, such as the red goodies at Sefrou’s Cherry Festival.
            

            
                
                Click here
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                Southern Morocco & Western Sahara
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                COASTAL HIDEAWAYS
            

            
                En route to the Sahara, remote seaside escapes offer empty beaches and dilapidated charm. Mirleft is a favourite hang-out with its cafes and boutique accommodation; art-deco Sidi Ifni is as perfectly faded as a sepia photo; and Tarfaya’s colonial Spanish relics peel between the eddying sands.
            

            
                OASES
            

            
                Beneath ochre cliffs, palms worthy of 
                    Lawrence of Arabia
                
                nestle in the Aït Mansour Gorges and Ameln Valley. 
                    Palmeraies
                 
                (palm groves) also line the winding road through Paradise Valley, and refresh Saharan travellers around Tata and Tighmert.

            
                ACTIVITIES
            

            
                Taghazout is Morocco’s premier surf spot, the sun-and-sand fun continues year-round in Agadir, and Mirleft and Sidi Ifni offer wind and water sports. Inland, the Anti Atlas is a trekking and mountain-biking playground, and Tata is an emerging destination for desert excursions.
            

            
                
                Click here
            

    
      [image: 11-regions-mor10-png]
    

        

  
  	  	
On the Road




[image: image]
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                Marrakesh &
                Central Morocco 
            

        


     Includes »

     Marrakesh

     Demnate

     Ourika Valley

     Toubkal & High Atlas

     Telouet

     Ouarzazate

     Drâa Valley

     Dadès Gorge

     Todra Gorge

     Er-Rachidia

     Rissani

     Merzouga

     Taouz




      
            
                Why Go?
            

            
                Through no fault of their own, maps can’t do central Morocco justice. Even the best satellite technology can’t capture the meanderings of covered souqs and back-flipping Gnawa musicians in the legendary Djemaa el-Fna. Topographic maps duly note Jebel Toubkal, but fail to convey how its snowcapped summit cools the brain on a hot day.
            

            
                Somehow, all this vibrant life exists on the edge of the desert. You’ll never guess from remote GPS coordinates that a burbling river interrupts stony-faced Todra Gorge, or rocks melt like wax candles into the green carpet of the Dadès Gorge. Just when the rocky Ziz and Drâa Valleys seem utterly barren, water seeps through fissures and bursts into exuberant palm oases. Mileage suggests you can return from the Sahara to Marrakesh in one day, but central Morocco is the place to put down the map, get lost, and live a little.
            

        

      
            
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: morocco-marrakesh-crm-cc]

            	
                
                    March–April 
                Mountains thaw; desert blooms. Fresh fruit. Skip Easter holidays when prices jump.
            

            
                
                    May–June
                 
                Ideal High Atlas hiking: hot, not scorching. Accommodation and souq bargains.

            
                
                    September–
                    October 
                Prime time in the desert; gentle breezes, dates galore.
            

        

      
            
                Best Places to Eat
            

            »
                Mechoui Alley (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Le Relais Saint Exupéry (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Café-Restaurant Al Jazeera (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Djemaa el-Fna (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Al-Fassia (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                Best Places to Stay
            

            »
                Erg Chigaga dunes (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Riad Al Massarah (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Chez Pauline (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Dar Raha (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Ksar Sania (
                Click here
                )
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                Marrakesh & Central Morocco Highlights
            

                [image: 1]
                 
                Catch the show that’s played nightly for 1000 years: street theatre in the 
                    Djemaa el-Fna
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

                [image: 2] Walk through Morocco’s Shangri-la, the stunning and secluded 
                    Aït Bougomez Valley
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

                [image: 3] Follow desert caravan routes from kasbah to kasbah through the 
                    Drâa Valley
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

                [image: 4] Rediscover long-lost social graces behind austere pink walls at an authentic Marrakshi 
                    riad 
                (
                Click here
                )
            

                [image: 5] Stargaze in the rolling dunes at 
                    Erg Chigaga 
                (
                Click here
                )
            

                [image: 6] Spot crag-top villages and extreme geological formations in the 
                    Dadès Gorge 
                (
                Click here
                )
            

                [image: 7] Slow down and stroll amid swaying palm trees in Unesco-protected 
                    Skoura Oasis
                 
                (Click here
                )
            

                [image: 8]
                 
                Hear the shifting sands sing in the magnificent rose-pink dunes of 
                    Erg Chebbi
                 
                (Click here
                ) near Merzouga
            

                [image: 9] Witness troubled history and impeccable artistry at Telouet’s 
                    Glaoui kasbah
                 
                (Click here
                ) now, before it collapses
            

                [image: 10] Summit North Africa’s highest peak, the 
                    Jebel Toubkal
                 
                (Click here
                )
            




      
            
            History
        

      
            Imagine our world minus the outsized contributions of Central Morocco over the past millennium. How would the world look, taste, and sound?
        

      
            Without the ambitious Almoravids expanding their empire from Marrakesh into Europe, Moorish arches may not have uplifted buildings from Spain to California. Without Saadian sugar dealers and Jewish salt traders moving product into Europe and beyond, meals might’ve remained medi- 
            evally bland – and insatiable sugar cravings might not have driven colonial traders as far as the Dominican Republic. Without trade routes through desert oases, bluesy Gnawa inflections may not have echoed from the Sahara into musical traditions worldwide, from slave spirituals to Led Zeppelin’s rock anthems.

      
            True, you might not miss certain movies filmed locally with the help of Ouarzazate movie studios (though 
                Sex and the City II, Prince of Persia, Alexander 
            and
             
                Ishtar 
            do have their defenders) or the alarming resurgence of harem pants abetted by Marrakesh fashion merchants. But to witness cultural developments in the making, Central Morocco remains a must.

      
            Even in the snowy High Atlas at Oukaïmeden, climbers may stub their toes on petroglyphs from 1500 years ago. Since then, Marrakesh has served as the capital to three separate dynasties – more than the imperial cities of Fez and Meknès. Watchtowers of mudbrick 
                ksour
             
            (castles) dotting desert oases were the satellite radio towers of the Middle Ages, spreading news from Mauretania to Spain via Skoura, Zagora and Rissani. Glaoui mountain strongholds played pivotal roles in French colonialism in Africa, and also in independence movements. Today Central Morocco is Morocco’s main draw for visitors, building its future while remaining true to its history as a cultural crossroads.

             
            Climate

      
            Spring and autumn are the best times to explore, with temperatures averaging 20°C to 25°C. Cold High Atlas winters may start in September and last through April, while sweltering deserts will leave you panting for water by May. April is sandstorm season in the desert, when wind speeds of only 10km/h kick up fine sand and dust; allow a few extra days for dune visits to ensure visibility.
        

       
            Language

      
            In the High Atlas the main language is the Berber dialect of Tashelhit, with some pockets of Tamazight. Elsewhere Darija (Moroccan Arabic) and French are widely spoken. You’ll hear some Spanish and English, and possibly German and Italian – especially when there’s a carpet deal at stake.
        

      
            
            Getting There & Away
        

      
            Marrakesh is the transport hub of the region, with train, bus and air links. Direct flights from London to Marrakesh’s Menara airport are offered by low-cost airlines such as easyJet, Ryanair and Thompson Air plus British Airways, and frequent flight and train services from Casablanca expand travel options. Royal Air Maroc (RAM) also offers flights to Marrakesh and Ouarzazate, though delays and lost luggage in transit are worryingly common.
        

      
            A direct three-hour rail service to/from Casablanca links Marrakesh to major northern cities. Supratours buses link Marrakesh to the southern Atlantic coast, from Essaouira and Agadir to Laâyoune and Dakhla, plus key Saharan oases and gorges, including Ouarzazate, Zagora, Boumalne du Dadès, Kelaâ M’Gouna and Merzouga. Similar services are offered by CTM and local bus companies, though these tend to be more crowded and less comfortable.
        

      
            
            Getting Around
        

      
            Except for the line from Casablanca to Marrakesh, there are no rail links in Central Morocco. Buses are the cheapest way to get around Central Morocco, but they’re becoming more expensive to operate as the price of petrol soars. According to bus company officials, current prices may be expected to rise, so pad your budget if your plans include bus travel.
        

      
            CTM provides adequate service, but Supratours and other private companies are now offering more frequent departures, air-conditioned coaches and reserved seating to tourist destinations. Shared grands taxis are an alternative, since there are good sealed roads to most destinations in this chapter. Mountain regions are best traversed on foot, mountain bike, mule or 4WD (around Dh1000 to Dh1500 per day). Desert travellers will want either 4WDs or camels (Dh350 to Dh400 per person per day) for that ultimate experience at the sand dunes of Erg Chigaga and Erg Chebbi.
        

      
            MARRAKESH 
        

      
            POP 1,608,100
        

      
            From the moment you arrive in Marrakesh, you’ll get the distinct feeling you’ve left something behind – a toothbrush or socks, maybe? But no, what you’ll be missing in Marrakesh is predictability and all sense of direction. Never mind: you’re better off without them here. Marrakesh is too packed with mind-boggling distractions and labyrinthine alleyways to adhere to boring linear logic. If you did have a destination, you’d only be waylaid by snake charmers, careening donkey carts, trendy silver leather poufs and ancient Berber cures for everything from relationships to rent.
        

      
            Start at action-packed Djemaa el-Fna, and if you can tear yourself away from the castanet-clanging water-sellers and turbaned potion-sellers, head into Marrakesh’s maze of covered market streets. Dive in headfirst at any street headed north off the Djemaa el-Fna, and with any luck you’ll emerge exhilarated and triumphant some hours later, carpet in tow.
        

      
            Marrakesh’s medina is an ideal place to explore palaces, stay in a palatial riad guesthouse, and sample a dish of piping-hot snails. But it’s worth leaving the old city occasionally for dinner, drinks, art galleries and fixed-price boutiques in the ville nouvelle (new town). Go with the flow, and become an honorary Marrakshi 
                bahja
             
            (joyous one).

      
            
            History
        

      
            Many desert caravans passed through this outpost before Almoravid Berber leader Youssef ben Tachfine and his savvy wife Zeinab recognised its strategic potential, and built ramparts around the encampment in AD 1062. The Almoravids established the city’s 
                khettara
            
            (underground irrigation system) and signature pink mudbrick architecture. But when Almohad warriors stormed the city like a marauding construction crew, they left only the plumbing and the Koubba Ba’adiyn intact. Almohad Yacoub el-Mansour remodelled Marrakesh with a fortified kasbah, glorious gardens, 
                qissaria 
            (covered markets), rebuilt Koutoubia and Kasbah Mosques, and a triumphal gate (Bab Agnaou). But the Almohads soon lost their showpiece to the Merenids, who turned royal attention to Meknès and Fez.
        

      
            Life became sweet again in the 16th century, when the Saadians made Marrakesh the crux of lucrative sugar-trade routes. With the proceeds, Sultan Moulay Abdullah rebuilt Almoravid Ali ben Youssef Mosque and Medersa, established a trading centre for Christians and a protected 
                mellah
             
            (Jewish quarter) in 1558. His glitz-loving successor, Ahmed al-Mansour ed-Dahbi (the Victorious and Golden), paved the Badi Palace with gold and took opulence to the grave in the gilded Saadian Tombs.

      
            Alawite leader Moulay Ismail preferred docile Meknès to unruly Marrakesh, and moved his headquarters there – though not before looting the Badi Palace. Marrakesh entered its Wild West period, with big guns vying for control. Those who prevailed built extravagant riads
            
                ,
            
            but medina walls were left to crumble, and much of the population lived hand to mouth in crowded 
                funduqs
             
            (rooming houses). In 1912 the French protectorate granted Pasha Glaoui the run of southern Morocco and several medina palaces, while French and Spanish colonists built themselves a ville nouvelle. After the independence movement reduced the pasha to snivelling before King Mohammed V, independent Morocco got organised. Rabat became the nation’s capital, Fez remained the spiritual centre, and Casablanca was business as usual – but what would become of Marrakesh?

      
            Without a clear role, Marrakesh resumed its fall-back career as a caravanserai – and became the nation’s breakaway success. Roving hippies and spiritual seekers built the city’s mystique in the 1960s and ’70s, and visits by the Rolling Stones, Beatles and Led Zeppelin gave the city star power. Fashion arrived in fierce force with Yves Saint Laurent, Jean-Paul Gaultier, sundry 
                Vogue
             
            editors and gaggles of supermodels, all demanding chic digs. In the 1990s private medina mansions were converted into B&Bs, just as low-cost airlines delivered weekenders to brass-studded riad doors.

      
            The city has doubled in size, and now eagerly awaits your arrival. After a thousand years of trading-post hospitality, a 2011 bomb blast in the Djemaa el-Fna left the city in shock (for more see www.lonelyplanet.com/marrakesh). But after surviving historic tragedies and triumphs, Marrakesh knew what to do: it dried its tears, gathered its wits, and put on another pot of mint tea.
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            Sights
        

      
            MEDINA
        

      
            Most monuments are inside the medina ramparts (a 19km circuit). If you wander off-course exploring souqs and palaces, ask someone to point you towards Djemaa el-Fna (preferably a shopkeeper – kids sometimes mislead tourists) or head towards the Koutoubia minaret, the tallest in town.
        

      
            Small budget hotels cluster along narrow streets heading south from the Djemaa el-Fna. West of Djemaa el-Fna is the Koutoubia minaret. Marrakesh’s main souqs, mosques and 
                zawiyas
            
            (saints’ shrines) are north of Djemaa el-Fna, while most of the palaces are south along Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid toward the 
                mellah
             
            (Jewish quarter). Turning west at the covered Mellah Market and south along the ramparts, you’ll reach Bab Agnaou, triumphal gateway to the royal kasbah. Inside are gilded tombs of Saadian princes, the royal palace (closed to visitors), and 16 acres of royal gardens dating from AD 1166.

      
            During Ramadan, official sites may close an hour or two early; souqs are generally open 9am to 7pm, though many shops are closed on Friday afternoon.
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                9am-1am) 
            Think of it as live-action channel-surfing: everywhere you look in the Djemaa el-Fna, Marrakesh’s main square and open-air theatre, you’ll discover drama already in progress. The hoopla and 
                halqa
             
            (street theatre) has been non-stop here ever since this plaza was the site of public executions around AD 1050 – hence its name, which means ‘assembly of the dead’.

      
            By 10am, the daily performance is underway. Snake charmers blast oboes to calm cobras hissing at careening Vespas; henna tattoo artists beckon to passersby; water-sellers in fringed hats clang brass cups together, hoping to drive people to drink.
        

      
            The show doesn’t peak until shadows fall and 100 chefs arrive with grills in tow, cueing musicians to tune up their instruments. This is a show you don’t want to miss – but stay alert to horse-drawn-carriage traffic, pickpockets and rogue gropers. Arrive early in the evening to nab prime seats on makeshift stools (women and elders get dibs). By 7.30pm, families are rocking out at electric-lute jam sessions; even toddlers bounce to the beat and yell 
                Helwa!
             
            (Sweet!)

      
            Applause and a few dirhams ensure an encore. A bargain show, and critically acclaimed too: for bringing urban legends and oral history to life nightly, Unesco declared the Djemaa el-Fna a ‘Masterpiece of World Heritage’ in 2001. While a 2011 cafe bombing on the square left the country stunned, the legendary performers quickly regrouped. After 1000 years of performances no matter the weather or political climate, the show goes heroically on in the Djemaa el-Fna.
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      45FoodstallsB4

      
        46
        Haj Mustapha
        B3
      

      
        47
        Le Foundouk
        C1
      

      
        48
        Mama Tilee
        D5
      

      
        49
        Mechoui Alley
        B3
      

      
        50
        Pâtisserie des Princes
        B4
      

      
        51
        Restaurant Place Ferblantiers
        C6
      

      
        52
        Ryad Jama
        C4
      

      
        53
        Souk Kafé
        B1
      

      54
        Terasse des ÉpicesB1

      
        55
        Tobsil
        A3
      

      
        56
        Un Dejeuner á Marrakesh
        D4
      

      
        57
        Villa Flore
        A2
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        58
        Bar du Grand Tazi
        B5
      

      
        59
        Café Arabe
        B2
      

      
        60
        Dar Cherifa
        B2
      

      
        61
        Kosybar
        D6
      

      62
        Piano Bar Les Jardins de la KoutoubiaA3
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        63
        Cinéma Eden
        C4
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        64
        Al-Kawtar
        A3
      

      
        65
        Assouss Cooperative d'Argane
        B2
      

      
        66
        Cooperative Artisanale des Femmes de Marrakesh
        B2
      

      
        67
        Creations Pneumatiques
        C6
      

      
        68
        Jamade
        C4
      

      
        69
        Kif-Kif
        A3
      

      70
        L'Art du Bain Savonnerie ArtisanaleB2

      
        71
        Michi
        B2
      

    

    
      Information

      72
        Pharmacy, Night DepotB4

    

  



      [image: top-choice]Ali ben Youssef Medersa
                MEDERSA
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 18 93; Pl Ben Youssef; admission Dh50, with Musée & Koubba Dh60; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6pm; 
            [image: iconsmokepng]
            
                ) 
            ‘You who enter my door, may your highest hopes be exceeded’ 
            reads the inscription over the entryway to the Ali ben Youssef Medersa, and after almost six centuries, the blessing still works its charms on visitors. Founded in the 14th century under the Merenids, this Quranic learning centre was once the largest in North Africa, and remains among the most splendid.

      
            Entry & Courtyard
        

      
            Sight lines and spirits are lifted in the entry with carved Atlas cedar cupolas and 
                mashrabiyya
            
             
            (wooden-lattice screen) balconies. The 
                medersa’s 
            courtyard is a mind-boggling profusion of Hispano-Moresque ornament: five-colour 
                zellij
            
             
            (mosaic) walls; stucco archways, with Iraqi-style Kufic letters ending in leaves; cedar windows with weather-worn carved vines; and a curved mihrab (eastern-facing niche) of prized, milky-white Italian Carrara marble.
        

      
            Student Quarters
        

      
            The medersa is affiliated with nearby 
                Ali ben Youssef Mosque Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 closed to non-Muslims) 
            , and once 900 students in 132 dorms studied religious and legal texts here. Despite upgrades with its 19th-century renovation, the Ali ben Youssef Medersa gradually lost students to its collegiate rival, the Medera Bou Inania in Fez, but the medersa still exudes magnificent, studious calm.
        

      
            Koutoubia Mosque 
                MOSQUE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 cnr Rue el-Koutoubia & Ave Mohammed V; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                mosque & minaret closed to non-Muslims, gardens 8am-8pm) 
            Five times a day, one voice rises above the Djemaa din in the 
                adhan (
            
            call to prayer): that’s the muezzin calling the faithful from atop the Koutoubia Mosque minaret. After a few days in Marrakesh, even non-Muslim visitors unconsciously respond to the 
                adhan
             
            throughout the day: a flutter of eyelashes at the dawn call, a surge of sudden purpose with the afternoon call, a calming breath when the evening call arises.

      
            Minaret
        

      
            The Koutoubia serves a spiritual purpose, but its minaret is also a point of reference for international architecture. The 12th-century 70m-high minaret is the prototype for Seville’s La Giralda and Rabat’s Le Tour Hassan, and it’s a monumental cheat sheet of Moorish ornament: scalloped keystone arches, jagged 
                merlons 
            (crenellations), and mathematically pleasing proportions. The minaret was sheathed in Marrakshi pink plaster, but experts opted to preserve its exposed stone in its 1990s restoration.
        

      
            Mosque & Gardens
        

      
            The mosque is off-limits to non-Muslims, but the recently refurbished gardens are fair game. Excavations confirm a longstanding Marrakshi legend: the original mosque built by lax Almoravid architects wasn’t properly aligned with Mecca, so the pious Almohads levelled it to build a realigned one. When the present mosque and its minaret were finished by Almohad Sultan Yacoub el-Mansour in the 12th century, 100 booksellers were clustered around its base – hence the name, from 
                kutubiyyin,
             
            or booksellers.

      
            Bahia Palace 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 95 64; Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid; admission Dh10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-4.30pm) 
            Imagine what you could build with Morocco’s top artisans at your service for 14 years, and here you have it: 
                La Bahia
             
            (the Beautiful) has floor-to-ceiling decoration begun by Grand Vizier Si Moussa in the 1860s and embellished from 1894 to 1900 by slave-turned-vizier Abu ‘Bou’ Ahmed.

      
            Grand & Petit Courts
        

      
            Painted, gilded, inlaid woodwork ceilings in the Grand Court still have the intended effect of subduing crowds, while sunburst 
                zellij 
            in the Petit Court dazzled dignitaries. But the Bahia proved too beguiling: in 1908, warlord Pasha Glaoui claimed the palace as a suitable venue to entertain French guests, who were so impressed that they booted out their host in 1911, and installed the protectorate’s 
                résident-généraux
             
            here.

      
            Harem
        

      
            Though only a portion of the palace’s 8 hectares and 150 rooms is open to the public, you can see the unfurnished, opulently ornamented harem that once housed Bou Ahmed’s four wives and 24 concubines. The quarters of his favourite, Lalla Zineb, are the most spectacular, with original woven-silk panels, stained-glass windows, intricate marquetry and ceilings painted with rose bouquets.
        

      
            Courtyards
        

      
            Through the harem is a flowering garden attached to the stark, sternly official Court of Honour, where people waited in the sun for hours to beg for Bou Ahmed’s mercy. Apparently they cased the joint too: before the despot’s body was cold, enemies and wives of Bou Ahmed stripped the palace bare.
        

        
        
            [image: 10-marrakesh-wt-mor10]

            
                
                    START
                 
                BAHIA PALACE

            
                
                    END
                 
                TERRASSE DES ÉPICES

            
                
                    DISTANCE
                 
                4.5KM

            
                
                    DURATION
                 
                FOUR HOURS

            
                Walking Tour: Medina Souqs & Funduqs

            
                To discover the medina’s hidden hot spots, you don’t need to get hopelessly lost in the souqs (though it’s highly recommended) or hit the 
                    derbs
                
                (alleys) running at dawn. After lazing around the riad or sunning on your hotel terrace, begin your leisurely afternoon stroll at the [image: 1] 
                    Bahia Palace
                
                . After ogling the Bahia’s intricately painted ceilings, head up Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid and follow the signs to the right under an archway for [image: 2] 
                    Dar Si Said
                 
                where the painted dome of the wedding chamber will blow what’s left of your Bahia-addled mind.

            
                Head back to Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid and follow the road north past the broken-tile-paved entrance and Bollywood posters of the [image: 3] 
                    Cinéma Eden
                
                on your left to the [image: 4] 
                    Djemaa el-Fna
                
                . You’ll need to look sharp to dodge scooters, horse carriages, slithery snake charmers and henna tattooists who consider your hands blank canvases begging for art. Head for the mint sellers in the northwest corner, swing right towards Pl Bab Fteuh, and cross the plaza towards the covered entrance of Rue el-Mouassine. On your right is the [image: 5] 
                    Bab Fteuh Funduq
                 
                where you can glimpse jewellery and trays being hammered out in crammed artisans’ studios.

            
                Follow Rue el-Mouassine north until you reach an intersection with Rue el-Ksour, which heads left under an arch. Here you can take a shopping detour loop west along Rue el-Ksour to [image: 6] 
                    Al-Kawtar
                
                and [image: 7] 
                    Kif-Kif
                
                and back to Rue el-Mouassine via Rue Sidi el-Yamani. Otherwise, continue north past the Mouassine mosque entrance on your right and look for a sign for [image: 8] 
                    Dar Cherifa
                
                at your next left. Signs will point you left, then right under an archway to this 15th-century showplace, where you can enjoy mint tea in Saadian-stuccoed splendour. Head back to Rue el-Mouassine and follow your rumbling stomach north past the [image: 9] 
                    Mouassine Fountain
                
                to [image: a] 
                    Terrasse des Épices
                
                . Go right to the top floor, flop on a couch, and watch the sun set on your glorious afternoon in Marrakesh.
            

        

      

      
            Saadian Tombs 
                HISTORIC SITE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Rue de la Kasbah; admission Dh10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-4.45pm) 
            Anyone who says you can’t take it with you hasn’t seen the Saadian Tombs, near the Kasbah Mosque. Saadian Sultan Ahmed al-Mansour ed-Dahbi spared no expense on his tomb, importing Italian Carrara marble and gilding honeycomb 
                muqarnas
             
            (stalactite plasterwork) with pure gold to make the Chamber of the 12 Pillars a suitably glorious mausoleum.

      
            Hidden Passages
        

      
            Al-Mansour died in splendour in 1603, but a few decades later, Alawite Sultan Moulay Ismail walled up the Saadian Tombs to keep his predecessors out of sight and mind. Accessible only through a small passage in the Kasbah Mosque, the tombs were neglected by all except the storks until aerial photography exposed them in 1917. You can wander around the compound solo, or engage a guide at the entryway to explain what you’re seeing (customary tip Dh15to Dh20).
        

      
            Courtyard Tombs
        

      
            Al-Mansour played favourites even in death, keeping alpha-male princes handy in the Chamber of the Three Niches, and relegating to garden plots some 170 chancellors and wives – though some trusted Jewish advisors earned pride of place, literally closer to the king’s heart than his wives or sons. All tombs are overshadowed by his mother’s mausoleum in the courtyard, carved with poetic, weathered blessings and vigilantly guarded by stray cats.
        

        
        
          [image: dont-miss]
        

        
            
                DJEMAA EL-FNA DINNER THEATRE
            

            
                Arrive just before sunset to watch chefs set up shop right in the heart of the action in the Djemaa el-Fna. Djemaa stalls have a better turnover of ingredients than most fancy restaurants, where you can’t typically check the meat and cooking oil before you sit down to dinner. Despite alarmist warnings, your stomach should be fine if you clean your hands before eating, use your bread instead of rinsed utensils and stick to your own bottled water.
            

            
                Pull up a bench and enjoy the show: the action continues in ‘La Place’ until after midnight. Storytellers recite ancient tales near dentists’ booths displaying jars of teeth, not far from a performance involving clowns and worryingly amateur boxers. Some of the Djemaa’s evening entertainments haven’t changed much in a millennium, including astrologers, potion-sellers and cross-dressing belly dancers.
            

        

      

      
            Dar Si Said 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 95 64; admission Dh30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-4.30pm Wed-Mon) 
            A monument to Moroccan 
                mâalems
            
            (master artisans), Dar Si Said showcases Marrakesh’s graceful riad architecture and regional craftsmanship – though artisans from Fez are credited for the spectacular painted wedding-chamber dome upstairs. Grand Vizier Bou Ahmed had the power, but his brother Si Said apparently had the 
                mâalems
             
            (master artisans) to make his home a model of quiet elegance. It’s signposted from Riad Zitoun el-Jedid.

      
            It now houses the 
                Museum of Moroccan Arts
            Offline map Google map
            , starting with the oldest object in Marrakesh: an AD 1002–1007 chest that belonged to a chamberlain of Spain’s Umayyad Caliphate. Arrows direct visitors past antique yet fashion-forward Marrakshi man-bags; 20th-century High Atlas carpets in striking shades of purple; heavy silver headdresses worn by Berber Jewish women; and doors carved with talismans, warding off the evil eye.
        

      
            Upstairs, flower-painted musicians’ balconies flank the domed wedding-reception chamber. At the far end of the room, a small bedroom features uninvitingly narrow wooden beds and special-occasion caftans, including one enviable red, silk-velvet number with gold braid.
        

      
            The rear staircase leads upstairs to a musical instruments display, or downstairs to the exit via the most delightful artefact of all: a Ferris wheel for babies, with pint-sized palanquins on a hand-cranked axis.
        

      
        
          [image: local-know]
        

        
            
                AHMAD NMEIS: KOUTOUBIA MOSQUE MUEZZIN
            

            
                Job requirements
            

            
                The basic job of a muezzin is not difficult. The essential thing is to give the 
                    adhan
                
                (call to prayer) on time, five times a day. The first time I gave the 
                    adhan
                
                was before there were megaphones, and it took a lot of strength. The Koutoubia muezzin was getting older, and one day when he was too tired to climb the minaret stairs and give the 
                    adhan,
                 
                he asked me to do it for him. I became a regular volunteer, and when the muezzin retired the Koutoubia asked me to replace him.

            
                Live Poetry
            

            
                Today we have sound systems to amplify the call, but most mosques in Morocco don’t use recordings. The muezzin should fill the words with their full meaning, every time. At first my job performance was fine – I was on time, I said the words correctly, I gave the 
                    adhan
                
                facing the four cardinal directions – but I had to learn to convey the spirit of the 
                    adhan
                
                . Each word should be pronounced in such a way that it captures its poetry.
            

            
                The Message
            

            
                The 
                    adhan 
                begins: 
                    Allahuakbar
                
                , God is great. The words are simple, but each one is meaningful. All of Islam flows from that one phrase. If we can keep that in mind, we are naturally more mindful of our actions towards one other. For people who are not Muslim and don’t understand Arabic, my hope is that they sense the intention of the words, and it fills them with beauty, with comfort, with understanding.
            

        

      

      
            Badi Palace 
                HISTORIC SITE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 admission palace/palace plus Koutoubia minbar Dh10/20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-4.30pm)
            
            As 16th-century Sultan Ahmed el-Mansour was paving the Badi Palace, near Pl des Ferblantiers, with gold, turquoise and crystal, his court jester wisecracked, ‘It’ll make a beautiful ruin’. That jester was no fool: 75 years later the place was looted. Today it’s hard to guess the glories of 
                el-Badi
             
            (the Incomparable) from the stark courtyard.

      
            Check out the view of Marrakesh atop the pisé ramparts, and keep an eye out for upcoming events here. The king occasionally entertains royal visitors here, and the stately setting adds instant atmosphere to the Festival of Popular Arts in July. To reach the entrance, head through Pl des Ferblantiers and turn right along the ramparts.
        

      
            Minbar
        

      
            
                El-Badi’s
            
            main attraction (well worth the additional Dh10 ticket) is the Koutoubia 
                minbar
            
            (prayer pulpit), its cedar-wood steps intricately inlaid with marquetry and gold and silver calligraphy by 12th-century Cordoban artisans under a 
                mâalem
             
            named Aziz – the Metropolitan Museum of Art restoration surfaced his signature.

      
        
            
                TOP THREE WAYS TO REPAY MARRAKSHI HOSPITALITY
            

            
                Urban Marrakesh may surprise you with small-town social graces. Offers of mint tea, assistance for the elderly, treats for children and invitations to share meals are common courtesies in Marrakesh. Offering money for generous gestures creates an awkward situation – only 
                    faux guides
                
                and naughty children expect to be paid for pointing you towards the Djemaa el-Fna. Your sincere 
                    shukran
                 
                (thanks) is reward enough, but if you’re feeling overwhelmed by kindness, you can always make a generous gesture in return.

            
                Give Your Blessing
            

            
                To acknowledge or graciously refuse a kind gesture, all you need to know is one phrase: 
                    Barakllafik
                
                , literally, ‘blessings with you’. More than a pleasantry, this is considered a potent blessing, especially when uttered with one hand on the heart and looking directly in the eye of the intended recipient. Your blessing may or may not have magical properties – only the magic dealers in the Djemaa el-Fna can say for sure – but it’s heart warming for everyone involved, and establishes instant friendships.
            

            
                Do Something for the Kids
            

            
                Marrakshis are known across Morocco as the 
                    bahja
                
                (the joyous ones), and while Marrakshis do specialise in good times, they’re also justifiably concerned for the welfare of future generations. Illiteracy remains a serious problem, especially for girls from impoverished families. A Marrakesh-based NGO, 
                    Education for All
                 
                    (www.efamorocco.org) 
                has already built three school dormitories outside Marrakesh, so that girls who show early promise in school are able to continue to attend. Visitors can volunteer on-site or attend a fundraising event, such as High Atlas bike rides or school open houses (see the website for a calendar).

            
                Take It to the Streets
            

            
                In addition to the jokes and small kindnesses you’ll encounter in Marrakesh streets, you’ll also notice homeless kids with nothing much to do and nowhere to go. 
                    Atfalouna
                 
                    (www.atfalouna-marrakech.com; donation requested; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    5-7pm Mon-Thu & Sat)
                
                provides a home, meals, education and a future to 320 Marrakesh children under age 15 who otherwise have no shelter, no food and scant prospects. Travellers are welcome to visit Atfalouna’s centre near Bab Doukkala – two-day advance notice is required. Small groups (three to six) can organise volunteer efforts to enhance the centre. Travellers have already established a library, painted a mural on the terrace, set up a computer training lab, and even payed the centre’s rent for a year; sliding-scale donations of Dh400 to Dh800 supply a student’s food for a month, or allow a child who’s never had a summer holiday to see the ocean for the first time. Warm, clean clothing is also appreciated, and can be dropped off on pre-scheduled visits. The response to your generosity is a sincere 
                    barakllafik
                
                .
            

        

      

      
            Maison de la Photographie 
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 57 21; www.maison-delaphotographie.com, in French; 46 Rue Fassi; adult/child Dh40/free; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-7pm) 
            When art collectors seek the same works, bidding wars ensue – but when Parisian Patrick Menac’h and Marrakshi Hamid Mergani realised they were both collecting vintage Moroccan photography, they decided to open a Marrakesh gallery to show their collections in their original context.
        

      
            Together the collectors ‘repatriated’ 4500 photos, 2000 glass negatives and 80 documents dating from 1870 to 1950; select works on view here fill three floors, 
            organised by region and theme. Fascinating, well-documented works include a 1907 Djemaa el-Fna vista, a 1920 photo of Ali ben Youssef Medersa with students, and a rare, full-colour 1957 documentary shot in Morocco. Most works are editioned prints from original negatives, and available for sale.

      
            Don’t miss the panoramic terrace for coffee or one of Marrakesh’s best lunch deals: a fragrant chicken tajine with preserved lemon for Dh35. If you’re heading to Ourika Valley, save your ticket for free admission to the Ecomusée Berbere (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            Musée de Marrakech 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 18 93; www.museedemarrakech.ma, in French; Pl ben Youssef; admission Dh40, with Ali ben Youssef Medersa & Koubba Dh60; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6.30pm) 
            Maybe the rumours are true of a curse on the Mnebhi Palace, now home to Musée de Marrakech. Its low walls and light-filled inner courtyard left no place to hide for Mehdi Mnebhi, defence minister during Sultan Moulay Abdelaziz’s troubled 1894–1908 reign. While Minister Mnebhi was away receiving a medal from Queen Victoria, sneaky England conspired with France and Spain to colonise North Africa. In Mnebhi’s absence, autocrat Pasha Glaoui filched his palace – but after independence, it was seized by the state. The palace became Marrakesh’s first girls’ school in 1965, but upkeep proved a problem.
        

      
            The palace’s fortunes turned around in 1997 with restoration by the Omar Benjelloun Foundation. Traditional arts displays include Rabati embroidery, inlaid daggers and Fassi pottery, plus displays of historic photos in the original hammam and variable contemporary art in the former kitchen. Outside, there’s a courtyard cafe serving powerful espresso, and a small bookshop.
        

      
            Koubba Ba’adiyn 
                HISTORIC BUILDING
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 admission with Medersa Dh60; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-6pm) 
            The Almohads destroyed everything else their Almoravid predecessors built in Marrakesh, but overlooked this small, graceful 12th-century 
                koubba
             
            (shrine) across from Ali ben Youssef Mosque, which was probably used for ablutions. This architectural relic reveals what Hispano-Moresque architecture owes to the Almoravids: keyhole arches, ribbed vaulting, interlaced arabesques and domed cupolas on crenellated bases.

      [image: free]Dar Bellarj
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 45 55; Ali ben Youssef Medersa; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                exhibitions 9.30am-12.30pm & 2-5.30pm Mon-Sat) 
            Flights of fancy come with the territory at Dar Bellarj,
             
            a stork hospital (
            
                bellarj
             
            is Arabic for stork) turned into Marrakesh’s premier arts centre. Each year the nonprofit Dar Bellarj Foundation adopts a program theme, recently ranging from film to women’s textiles and storytelling. Calligraphy demonstrations, art openings, crafts exhibits and arts workshops are regular draws, and admission is usually free (there’s a charge for some events) – though a Dh20 coffee in the art library makes a blissful break from the souqs.

      
            Mellah 
                HISTORIC SITE
            
        

      
      
            
                (Offline map
            
            
            
                ) 
            South of Bahia Palace is the historic home of Marrakesh’s Jewish community. Most Jewish families moved away in the 1960s, but the 
                mellah
            
            remains notable for tall mudbrick homes along single-file streets and cross-alley gossip through wrought-iron 
                mellah
            
            balconies. Local guides may usher you into the local 
                synagogue
            Offline map  
                (
            
            
            
                Rue Talmud Torah; donation per person Dh20-30)
            
            , and the 
                miaâra 
            (Offline map Google map), or Jewish cemetery, where the gatekeeper admits visitors paying respects to whitewashed tombs topped with rocks for remembrance (Dh10 tip expected).
        

      
            In this extremely impoverished neighbourhood, you can also be a support to the living: a new 
                Mellah cultural complex
             
            near Pl des Ferblantiers is underway (for info, contact Riad Ifoulki, Click here
            ), with proceeds from the centre’s restaurant and shop supporting community initiatives – look for donated silk cravats fashioned into adorable toy doves, with proceeds aiding a local girls’ school. To get here, go east on Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid.
        

      
            Maison Tiskiwin 
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 91 92; 8 Rue de la Bahia; www.tiskiwin.com; adult/child Dh20/10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-12.30pm & 2.30-6pm) 
            Travel to Timbuktu and back again via Dutch anthropologist Bert Flint’s art collection, displayed at Maison Tiskiwin. Each room represents a caravan stop from the Sahara to Marrakesh with indigenous crafts, from Tuareg camel saddles to High Atlas carpets. The accompanying text is often more eccentric than explanatory (an example: ‘By modifying his pristine nakedness Man seeks to reveal his image of himself’) but Tiskiwin’s well- 
            travelled artefacts offer tantalising glimpses of Marrakesh’s trading-post past.

      
            Mouassine Fountain 
                HISTORIC SITE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Rue Sidi el-Yamani)
             
            The medina had 80 fountains at the start of the 20th century, and each neighbourhood had its own for water for cooking, public baths, orchards and gardens. The Mouassine Fountain, near Rue el-Mouassine, is a prime example, with carved wood details and continued use as a neighbourhood wool-drying area and gossip source.

      
            VILLE NOUVELLE
        

      
            If the medina starts to wear down your nerves and shoe leather, escape to Guéliz for art galleries around Rue Yougoslavie, fixed-price boutiques along Rue de la Liberté, and perennially fashion-forward Jardin Majorelle, while most budget hotels, restaurants, cafes, galleries and boutiques cluster around Ave Mohammed V. Along Ave el-Qadissia, you can make an evening of it at Hivernage clubs. For a quick getaway 20 minutes from the city, try a cooking class, hammam, pool day or overnight stay in the Palmeraie.
        

      
            Count on a 30-minute walk from downtown ville nouvelle to Djemaa el-Fna. Since the blocks are long and boring until you enter the medina, you might take a bus or taxi.
        

      
            [image: 10-marrakesh-nv-mor10]

            
        

  
    Marrakesh Ville Nouvelle

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Galerie Noir Sur BlancB2

      
        Galerie RéC2

      
        Matisse Art GalleryB2

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      1
        David Bloch GalleryB1

      2
        Gallery 127B2

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      
        3
        Les Secrets de Marrakesh
        C1
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        4
        Bab Hotel
        B2
      

      
        5
        Caspien
        C1
      

      
        6
        Hôtel du Pacha
        C1
      

      
        7
        Hôtel Toulousain
        C2
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        8
        ACIMA Supermarket
        A1
      

      
        9
        Al-Fassia
        B1
      

      
        10
        Azar
        B3
      

      
        11
        Beyrouth
        C1
      

      
        12
        Café 16
        C2
      

      
        
        Café du Livre
        (see 7)
      

      
        13
        Catanzaro
        C2
      

      
        14
        Grand Café de la Poste
        C2
      

      
        15
        L'Annexe
        B1
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        Le Chat Qui Rit
        B3
      

      
        17
        Marcheé Ibn Toumert
        D2
      

      
        18
        Plats Haj Boujemaa
        B1
      

      
        19
        Samak al-Bahriya
        B3
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        Bab Hotel Pool Lounge & SkyBab(see 4)

      
        20
        Coffee Marrak'chic
        D3
      

      
        21
        Kechmara
        B2
      

      
        22
        Le Melting Pot
        B2
      

      23
        Yellow SubC3
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        24
        Diamant Noir
        D3
      

      
        25
        Le Colisée
        A1
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        Marcheé Ibn Toumert 
        (see 17)
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        (see 7)
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      29
        Main Post OfficeC3
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        Mountain Voyage
        A1
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        Office National Marocain du Tourisme (ONMT)B2

      32
        Voyages Schwartz (AmEx)B2

    

    
      Transport
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        EuropcarB1
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        HertzB2
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        KATB1

      37
        La Plaza CarA1

      38
        Marrakesh MotosA1

      39
        NationalB2

      40
        Royal Air MarocC2

    

  



      
        
            
                TOP FIVE ART GALLERIES
            

            
                While the tourist market still trades in harem girls, men with muskets and other Orientalist clichés, these Guéliz galleries offer fresh takes and original talent you won’t find elsewhere.
            

            
                Galerie Rê 
                    ART GALLERY
                

                
                 Offline map Google map
                        (
                    
                    
                    
                        
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        0524 43 22 58; www.galeriere.com; Résidence Al Andalous III, cnr Rues de la Mosquée & Ibn Toumert; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        10am-1pm & 3-8pm Mon-Sat)
                     
                    A showcase for next-generation Moroccan art stars: Khadija Kabbaj’s mummified Barbies, Hicham Benohoud’s pop portraits of heroes with faces erased, M’barek Bouhchichi’s dynamic colour-blocks that resemble exploding Rothkos. Don’t miss gallery opening soirées – always packed, always fabulous.
            

            
                Galerie Noir sur Blanc 
                    ART GALLERY
                

                
                 
Offline map Google map                        (
                    
                    
                    
                        
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        0524 42 24 16; 1st fl, 48 Rue Yougoslavie; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        3-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm & 3-7pm Sat) 
                    Major Moroccan talent covers the walls and spills onto the courtyard patio, from Hassan’s Bourkia’s smouldering abstracts in chalk and ash to Hassan Echair’s delicately wrought iron installations.
                
            

            
                Matisse Art Gallery 
                    ART GALLERY
                

                
                 Offline map Google map
                        (
                    
                    
                    
                         
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        0524 44 83 26; www.matisseartgallery.com; 43 Passage Ghandouri; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        9.30am-noon & 3-7.30pm Mon-Sat)
                    
                    This polished black-marble storefront off Rue Yougoslavie, showcases ethereal figures in beeswax by Morocco’s Venice Biennale representative, Marrakesh native Mahi Binebine, and abstract henna paintings evoking Berber 
                
                    baraka
                
                 
                    (blessings) by Farid Belkahia.
            

            
                David Bloch Gallery 
                    ART GALLERY
                

                
Offline map Google map                 
                        (
                    
                    
                    
                        
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        0524 45 75 95; 8 bis Rue des Vieux Marrakchis; www.davidblochgallery.com; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        10.30am-1.30pm & 3.30-7.30pm Tue-Sat, 3.30-7.30pm Mon) 
                    Artists from both sides of the Mediterranean strike fine lines between traditional calligraphy and urban graffiti, from Marrakshi Larbi Cherkaoui’s abstract calligraphic flourishes on goatskin to Parisian graffiti artist Tanc’s 1980s wild-style, Zen circle paintings.
                
            

            
                Gallery 127 
                    ART GALLERY
                

                
                 Offline map Google map
                        (
                    
                    
                    
                        
                    [image: iconphonepng]
                    
                        0524 43 26 67; 2nd fl, 127 Blvd Mohammed V; www.galerienathalielocatelli.com; 
                    [image: iconhourspng]
                    
                        11am-7pm Tue-Sat) 
                    A scuffed entry, dimly lit stairway, and exposed brick walls set the scene for new and vintage works by international photographers at reasonable prices. Morocco’s first photography showcase cultivates emerging collectors – including King Mohammed VI, who’s bought dozens of works here.
                
            

        

      

      [image: top-choice]Jardin Majorelle
                HISTORIC PARK
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 30 18 52; www.jardinmajorelle.com; cnr Aves Yacoub el-Mansour & Moulay Abdullah; garden Dh30, museum Dh15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-6pm summer, 8am-5.30pm winter; 
            [image: iconsmokepng]
            
                )
             
            Other guests bring flowers, but Yves Saint Laurent gifted the entire Jardin Majorelle to Marrakesh, the city that adopted him in 1964 after a sequence of events that included, in rather unfortunate order: launching hippie fashion; fame as a ground-breaking gay icon; and an obligatory stint in the French military. Saint Laurent and his partner Pierre Bergé bought the electric-blue villa and its garden to preserve the vision of its original owner, landscape painter Jacques Majorelle, and keep it open to the public. Per his instructions, Yves Saint Laurent’s ashes were scattered over Jardin Majorelle upon his June 2008 passing.

      
        
            
                JARDIN MAJORELLE HIGHLIGHTS
            

            »
                
                    Majorelle Museum
                 
                Villa displays cover Jacques Majorelle artworks and rotating exhibits, such as vintage Morocco travel posters and YSL fashion sketches.

            »
                
                    Rare flora
                
                Lording it over the garden is a tree-sized African 
                    Tirucalli euphorbia
                
                , with appendages that seem determined to elbow visitors off the pathway.
            

            »
                
                    Yves Saint Laurent memorial
                 
                The designer’s memorial is a simple stone pillar in the back of the garden, where rare African songbirds flock.

        

      

      
            Garden
        

      
            Thanks to Marrakshi ethnobotanist Abderrazak Benchaâbane and director Touriya Abd, the garden Majorelle began cultivating in 1924 is now a psychedelic desert mirage of 300 plant species from five continents. Fuchsia bougainvillea explode from lemon-yellow terracotta planters; skinny cacti slouch against cobalt-blue plaster walls; colourful African songbirds flit through dense green bamboo.
        

      
            Museum & Facilities
        

      
            Majorelle’s art-deco villa houses Saint Laurent’s collection of Moroccan decorative arts and rotating exhibitions, plus Majorelle’s elegant southern Morocco landscapes. A boutique features pricey souvenirs: Majorelle blue slippers, perfume, and pillows embroidered with YSL Marrakesh New Year’s card designs. The cafe offers drinks at high- 
            fashion prices (Dh60 for a grapefruit juice) but you can’t argue with the view.

      
            CyberPark 
                GARDEN
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Ave Mohammed V, near Bab Nkob; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-7pm; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Stop and smell the roses while checking email at this 8-hectare royal garden, dating from the 18th century but now offering free wi-fi. Wait your turn for free outdoor kiosk access alongside teenagers and secretive internet daters, or pay to use the swanky air-conditioned cybercafe (Dh10 per hour).

      
            Menara Gardens 
                GARDEN
            
        

      
      
            
                Offline map(
            
            
            
                Ave de la Menara, Hivernage; garden free, picnic pavilion Dh20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm)
             
            Local lore tells of a sultan who seduced guests over dinner, then lovingly chucked them in the Menara’s reflecting pools to drown. Nowadays dunking seems the furthest thing from the minds of couples canoodling amid these royal olive groves, or families picnicking in the stately 19th-century pavilion. On clear days, come for dromedary rides and photo ops against the Atlas Mountain backdrop – but if you stay for sunset, stick to paths to leave couples their privacy.

      
        
            
                TOP FIVE MARRAKESH ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS
            

            »
                
                    Magic-supply shopping in Rahba Kedima
                 
                Ringed with apothecaries selling mysterious roots, vats of rosebuds and jars of eerie coloured liquids, this square is where Harry and the Hogwarts crew would surely shop for school supplies in Marrakesh. Few scooters pass through here, so kids can stop, gawk and bargain at will, or just take in the view with orange juice at Café des Épices (Click here
                ).
            

            »
                
                    Calèche rides
                 
                When kids’ legs and parents’ backs start to give out, do what Marrakshi parents do: hire a horse carriage in the Djemaa el-Fna (Click here
                ). Go for a short ride up Derb Debachi, or take a grand tour past Bab Agnaou to the Saadian Tombs and back.
            

            »
                
                    Playtime at
                 
                    Flower Power Café
                
                Getting here is a game of hide-and-seek: head out of town, turn onto the driveway through an olive grove and head inside an organic plant nursery, and at last you’ll find this organic juice bar-cafe and toddler wonderland of 
                    Flower Power Café
                
                 
                
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0524 48 40 87; Pépiniére Casa Botanica, Rte de Sidi Abdellah Ghiat; www.flower-power-cafe.com; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5.30pm Wed-Sun)
                
                , 3.5km past Royal Golf. Squeals of delight will direct you to the rabbit run, pony and donkey paddock, and a playhouse and play-
                
                    hanout 
                (neighbourhood grocery) where kids can pretend-haggle.
            

            »
                
                    Palmeraie dromedary rides
                
                Calèche circuits of the Palmeraie usually stop at 
                    Café le Palmier d’Or
                 
                    (Circuit de la Palmeraie)
                
                , which has a small playground, Dh10 orange juice, and dromedaries in the parking lot. With some gentle bargaining, Dh100 should cover a 15- to 30-minute guided ride, which is usually enough time to get the hang of the dromedary’s rocking motion and take the obligatory holiday-card photo.
            

            »
                
                    Take a dare at Terres d’Amanar
                
                For active kids not easily impressed (or worn out) by pools, a day trip to the High Atlas nature activity park 
                    Terres d’Amanar
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0524 43 81 03; www.terresdamanar.com)
                
                , 2km past Tahanaoute and 37km from Marrakesh, should do the trick: adventurous types can learn to master zip-lines, river-rafting, BMX cycling and donkey polo, while creative prodigies take hands-on courses in 
                    zellij 
                mosaic, baking, glass-painting, and leather craft. Overnight accommodation is available in a mudbrick lodge or tented bungalow (double including breakfast from Dh1000, kids under 11 free).
            

        

      

      
            [image: categoryactivitiespng]
            Activities
        

      
            
            Cycling
        

      
            Rent bikes from budget hotels around Djemaa el-Fna, and at hotels along Ave Mohammed Abdelkrim el-Khattabi in the ville nouvelle for Dh70 to Dh120 per day. To escape city traffic, head 5km northwest to the Palmeraie, where you’ll spot celebrity villas amid the palms.
        

      
            Marrakech Roues 
                CYCLING
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0663 06 18 92; Imm Roux, 3 Rue Bani Marine; www.marrakech-roues.com; per hr/half-day/full-day Dh50/80/120)
             
            Bike rental in the medina.

      
            Actions Sports Loisirs 
                CYCLING
            
        

            
            
                Offline map Google map(
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 24 01 45; www.marrakechbikeaction.com; Apt 4, 2nd fl, Blvd Yacoub el-Mansour, Guéliz; 2hr Dh160, half-day Dh260-350, full-day Dh620-925) 
            Organises circuits of the Palmeraie and Marrakesh gardens (Dh260 per half-day, minimum four people).

      
            D&O 
                CYCLING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 19 96) 
            Full day excursions to Ouirgane from Marrakesh from Dh1250, including lunch and lounging poolside.
        

      
            CycleActive 
                CYCLING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                44 1768 840 400; www.cycleactive.co.uk)
             
            UK-based company offering weeklong Atlas mountain-biking trips from £945, not including airfare.

      
            
            Public Hammams
        

      
            For authentic Moroccan spa experiences at bargain prices, head to your local neighbourhood hammam, where entry costs about Dh10, 
                gommage
             
            (scrub) Dh15 to Dh30 and massage Dh50 to Dh100. Bring your community hammam kit: towel, flip-flops, plastic mat and a change of knickers (you’ll be expected to wear yours). Public hammams are a greener option than private ones, since less water and fuel is required per person to get squeaky clean.

      
            Hammam Dar el-Bacha 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 20 Rue Fatima Zohra; admission Dh10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                men 7am-1pm, women 1-9pm)
             
            The city’s largest traditional hammam, with star-shaped vents in the vast domed ceiling. Clean, with cheerful bath attendants and a chatty atmosphere during women’s hours. It’s the public hammam of choice for women, who get prime afternoon/evening hours here.

      
            Hammam Bab Doukkala 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Rue Bab Doukkala; admission Dh10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                women noon-7pm, men from 8pm) 
            A historic hammam in the southeast corner of Bab Doukkala Mosque, dating from the 17th century. It has heated 
                tadelakt 
            (polished plaster) floors in good repair and a mellow atmosphere during men’s hours.
        

      
            
            Private Hammams
        

      
            Many riads and hotels have their own hammams in-house, as do Marrakesh spas; some accommodate couples. Book private hammams in advance, as they can take a couple of hours to heat.
        

      [image: top-choice]Le Bain Bleu
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 69 99; www.lebainbleu.com; 32 Derb Chorfa Lakbir; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                by appointment 10am-9pm) 
            This new riad spa-hammam delivers top-notch style and value in a top-secret location. Follow signs for Dar Cherifa off Rue el-Mouassine onto Derb Chorfa, where this double riad features secluded patios, sleek subterranean steam rooms and professional services (massages Dh350 per hour, hammam/
            
                gommage
             
            Dh150, couples hammam/massage Dh600 per person, manicure or pedicure Dh280).

      
            Sultana Spa 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 80 08; www.lasultanamarrakech.com; Rue de la Kasbah; 
            [image: iconparkpng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
            
            An opulent, all-marble spa near the Saadian Tombs offering services from hammam (Dh200, cinnamon 
                gommage
             
            Dh350) to three-hour-plus ‘absolute pleasure’ treatments for couples: hammam/
                gommage
            
            , mineral-enriched tub soak, mani/pedi, sauna and Jacuzzi (Dh3500).
        

      
            Les Secrets de Marrakesh 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 48 48; 62 Rue de la Liberté; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-8pm Mon-Sat) 
            Upscale treatments inside an art-deco villa, with hammam/
            
                gommage
             
            treatments (Dh200) in a sleek graphite-
                tadelakt
             
            hammam, argan-oil and Atlas cedar body wraps (Dh100) and rose-petal massages (Dh500 for 45 minutes).

      
            La Maison Arabe 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 70 10; www.lamaisonarabe.com; 1 Derb Assehbe, Bab Doukkala)
            Marinate in local herbs and minerals in this double hammam, followed by 
                gommage
            
            and masque of 
                ghassoul
             
            (clay), crushed rose petals and spices – all for Dh300, plus optional 30-minute massage (Dh350). This is the place to try threading, traditional epilation done with thread and fast hands (Dh100 to Dh150 per half-leg).

      
            Medina Spa 
                HAMMAM
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 50 59; www.medina-spa-marrakech.com; 27 Derb Zaari; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-9pm) 
            Steps from the dusty Djemaa, off Rue des Banques, enjoy a brisk scrubbing and rejuvenating massage at the right price (30-minute hammam/
            
                gommage 
            Dh100, massage Dh330 per hour). This is a busy riad-spa, so expect some noise, line-dry-damp (though clean) robes, and waits for walk-ins.
        

      
        
          [image: worth]
        

        
            
                MARRAKESH’S SECRET GETAWAY: OUIRGANE
            

            
                Framed by High Atlas foothills and the Ouirgane reservoir, mellow Ouirgane is just 60km south of Marrakesh and accessible by grand taxi (Dh30) from Bab er-Rob. In summer, trekkers storm Imlil and picnickers swamp Ourika, not realising that mountain hikes and outdoor dining are available in Ouirgane without the crowds – and you can hit Ouirgane’s 
                    Thursday souq
                 
                before lunch.

            
                Afternoon escapes
            

            
                Enjoy lunch in an olive grove with a glass of wine by the pool at 
                    L’Oliveraie de Marigha
                
                 
                    (
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0661 31 04 82; www.oliveraie-de-marigha.com; 
                [image: iconswimpng]
                
                    )
                
                . Linger over espresso, admire High Atlas mountain views floating in the pool, and let them drive (transfers to/from Marrakesh Dh200). It’s at 59km on the Route de Taroudannt, 100m right off the main road in Ouirgane town centre.
            

            
                Romantic overnights
            

            
                Country living comes with Marrakesh style and comfort at 
                    Chez Momo
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0524 48 57 04; www.aubergemomo.com, in French; d with half-board Dh680-890, ste Dh1110-1390; 
                [image: iconswimpng][image: iconwifipng]
                
                    )
                
                . The restaurant offers Berber couscous (Dh120 to Dh180) and wi-fi, but the garden pool and organised nature walks make you forget Facebook. Garden bungalows have 
                    tadelakt
                
                baths, pine-beam ceilings, 
                    kilim
                
                -upholstered armchairs, and panoramic patios; suites have fireplaces and extra beds for kids (Dh320 half-board). It’s at 61km on the Route de Taroudannt, 150m off main road in Ouirgane town centre.
            

            
                Eco-safaris
            

            
                Nature lovers flock like Barbary sheep to 
                    Dar Tassa
                 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0524 48 43 12; www.dartassa.com; Douar Tassa, Ouirgane; d with half-board Dh605, with private bathroom Dh775-990; 
                [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconaconpng]
                
                    )
                
                , in the mountain hamlet of Tassa Ouirgane (1300m) at the edge of the Takherkhort nature preserve. Follow a mountain road from Ouirgane to find tea in the library, cooking lessons in the kitchen, and a hammam on the terrace. Ask about excursions to see Barbary sheep, Amaseen gazelles, and other endangered species. Eco-travellers can rest easily knowing that a percentage of rates helps the High Atlas Foundation plant trees.
            

            
                Family outings
            

            
                A former French Legionnaire’s retreat,
                 
                    Au Sanglier Qui Fume 
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonepng]
                
                    0524 48 57 07; www.ausanglierquifume.com; d incl half-board Dh605-700, ste Dh860; 
                [image: iconswimpng]
                
                    ) 
                has 14 simple rooms and 10 suites surrounding a courtyard restaurant, bar, and pool. Rooms vary in appeal, from cramped garden doubles to a split-level Marrakshi-pink suite for four, with a fireplace and 
                    tadelakt 
                bathtub. Active kids start tournaments of table tennis, billiards and darts, and take horse-riding and mountain-bike trips. It’s at 61km on the Route de Taroudannt.
            

        

      

      
            
            Swimming
        

      
            Medina riads are restricted to plunge pools, since leakage from larger pools endangers mudbrick foundations. There are Olympic-sized pools and water parks outside of Marrakesh in parched central and southern Morocco. Swimmers who are concerned about their ‘wet footprint’ can make donations to a local charitable organisation (
            Click here
            ). The following are some attractive day-use pool options near Marrakesh.
        

      [image: sustainable]Jnane Tamsna
                SWIMMING POOL
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 32 84 84; www.jnanetamsna.com; Douar Abiad, Palmeraie; admission Dh400; 
            [image: iconparkpng]
            
                )
             
            To swim laps with a clean conscience, go for lunch (an organic three-course lunch with wine is included in the admission price) and a dip in a pool that’s oxygen-filtered and shaded by aromatic organic gardens, a short 20-minute drive from the medina.

      
            Mamounia 
                SWIMMING POOL
            
        

      
      
            Offline map Google map
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 86 00; www.mamounia.com; Ave Bab Jedid; day pass weekday/2-day weekend Dh500/1200; 
            [image: iconparkpng]
            
                )
            
            Definite value when you consider the €650 rack rate, a Mamounia day pass provides access to Mamounia’s ozone-treated pool, historic gardens, fitness centre, three swanky bars and 
                zellij
            
            -paved spa (basic treatment hammam/
            
                gommage
            
            /honey scrub Dh900), a 10-minute walk from the Djemaa el-Fna.
        

      
            Ferme Berbère 
                SWIMMING POOL
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 56 85; www.lafermeberbere.net; 9km Route d’Ourika; incl lunch & hammam per person from Dh350)
            
            Getaway packages to this family-
            friendly rustic retreat in an olive grove include hammam, 
                gommage,
            
            massage, lunch and access to a small pool starting at Dh350. Families get the best deal: hammam and 
                gommage
             
            for two adults, donkey rides for two kids, lunch and pool access costs Dh600.

      [image: sustainable]Riad Bledna
                SWIMMING POOL
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 18 20 90; www.riadbledna.com; 2km Route de Ouarzazate; incl lunch & transfer per person Dh250)
             
            The top-value, eco-friendliest option: day rates cover lounging by an oxygen-filtered pool, tasty homemade lunches and transfers to/from the Djemaa el-Fna at this family-friendly, 4-acre organic garden retreat in a quiet Marrakesh suburb.

      
            Other venues offering pool day use within an hour’s drive of Marrakesh include Les Deux Tours (
            Click here
            ), La Pause (
            Click here
            ) and L’Oliveraie de Marigha (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
      
            [image: categorycoursespng]
            Courses
        

      
            Many riads in the medina organise sessions with their cook, but hands-on cookery workshops open to nonguests are available at a number of venues.
        

      
            Souk Cuisine 
                COOKING
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0673 80 49 55; www.soukcuisine.com; Zniquat Rahba, 5 Derb Tahtah, Medina; per day incl meal & wine Dh400) 
            Learn to cook as the 
                dadas 
            (chefs) do: shop in the souq for ingredients with English-speaking Dutch hostess Gemma van de Burgt, work alongside two Moroccan women wedding-feast 
                dadas
            
            , then enjoy the four-course lunch you helped cook. Courses are two-person minimum, 12 participants maximum; vegetarian courses possible.
        

      
            Jnane Tamsna 
                COOKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 32 84 84; www.jnanetamsna.com; Douar Abiad, Palmeraie; course incl meal Dh600)
             
            Whip up a healthy Moroccan lunch of salad, pastry, tajine and light dessert with instruction from chef Bahija and just-picked produce from Tamsna’s organic gardens – and loll by the pool afterwards.

      
            Bled Al-Fassia 
                COOKING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 32 96 60; www.bledalfassia.com; Rte de Fez, Douar Sidi Mbarek)
             
            Learn the secrets of the chefs behind Al-Fassia restaurant (Click here
            ) in the spotless stainless-steel kitchen of a luxury villa on the outskirts of Marrakesh. Rates available on request.
        

      
            Institut Français 
                LANGUAGE
            
        

      
      Offline map 
            
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 69 30; www.ifm.ma, in French; Rte de Targa, Guéliz; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-noon & 3-6pm Mon-Sat) 
            Offers private classes in Arabic and French (Dh250 per hour), plus courses in Moroccan dialect (Dh1800) and French (Dh1000). Also hosts worthwhile concerts, films and dance performances.
        

      
            Study Arabic in Marrakech 
                LANGUAGE
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.arabicmarrakech.com)
             
            Private teachers here cover the basics of polite Arabic conversation in five lessons.

      
            [image: categorytourpng]
            Tours
        

      
            Having a guide in the medina undermines its adventure, but you may want one to cover specific landmarks in an hour or two. Just don’t expect sweet souq deals: guides get commissions on whatever you buy, which inflates prices. Hotels, riads and travel agencies can arrange guides, or you can book official guides directly via the tourist office (
            Click here
            ) for Dh250/400 for a half/full day. Many travel agencies have offices in Guéliz. For a good, safe time had by all, request licensed, insured guides and specify English-speaking guides as needed.
        

      
            Inside Morocco Travel 
                EXCURSIONS
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 18 20 90; Riad Bledna; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-noon & 3-7pm Mon-Sat)
             
            Get to know Morocco inside-out on bespoke adventures designed for you by ecotourism expert Mohamed Nour and his multilingual team – sunset tea for two in the Sahara, hikes and home cooking in pristine Berber mountain villages and Moroccan crafts workshops with visits to inspiring women’s cooperatives. It’s at 2km on Rte de Ouarzazate.

      
            Mountain Voyage 
                EXCURSIONS
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 19 96; www.mountain-voyage.com; 2nd fl, Immeuble El Batoul, 5 Ave Mohammed V, Guéliz; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-12.30pm & 3.30-7pm Mon-Sat)
             
            This British-owned company based in Marrakesh provides licensed, English-speaking guides for tailor-made Marrakesh tours, sustainable tourism excursions in the Middle Atlas, and High Atlas excursions with stays at its own property, the Kasbah du Toubkal (Click here
            ).
        

      
            Tawada Trekking 
                EXCURSIONS
            
        

      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 65 72; www.tawadatrekking.com, in French)
             
            Trekking tours and cultural immersion experiences are the speciality of Hafida H’doubane – among the first Moroccan women to be licensed as mountain guides – while river-guide Pascal Perron specialises in literal immersion experiences, including rafting, kayaking and stream hikes.

      
            Desir du Maroc 
                EXCURSIONS
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 16 35 85; www.desirdumaroc.com)
             
            Marrakshi Abdelhay Sadouk has 30 years’ experience introducing visitors to Moroccan culture, leading history and culture tours from Marrakesh to the coast, desert and mountains. Yoga and tai-chi workshops and English-language guides available.

      
            [image: categoryfestivalpng]
            Festivals & Events
        

      
            
                Marrakesh Marathon
             
                RACE 

      
            
                (www.marathon-marrakech.com; half-marathon fee €30, full €50)
            
             
            Run like there’s a carpet salesman after you: 5000 marathoners cross the finish line at Djemaa el-Fna at this annual road race in January.
        

      
            
                
                Jardin’Art
             
             
              GARDEN 

            
                (www.jardinsdumaroc.com, in French)
             
            Celebrate Marrakesh in bloom mid-April, with temporary gardens, garden-inspired art shows, botanical talks and displays.

      
            
                Festival of Popular Arts 
            
                STREET THEATRE
            
        

      
            
                (www.marrakechfestival.com)
             
            Unesco declared Marrakesh’s July street-theatre festival a ‘masterpiece of cultural patrimony’ for highlighting Morocco’s dance, music and storytelling traditions. The opening-night parade is musical mayhem, with 500-plus performers thronging the Djemaa el-Fna.

      
            
                Marrakesh International Art Fair 
            
                FAIR 

            
            
                (www.marrakechartfair.com/en)
            
            Forty art openings are rolled into one at this October showcase of contemporary art talent from across Morocco and the 
            Mediterranean.

      
            
                International Film Festival
             
                FESTIVAL
            
        

      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 02 00; http://en.festivalmarrakech.info)
            
            Stars from Hollywood to Bollywood strut the Berber red carpet at this week-long December festival, culminating in wildly unpredictable awards shows – 
            recent honourees include Bosnian director Emir Kusturica, Ben Kingsley, Michelle Yeoh, and Harvey Keitel.

      
            [image: categorysleeppng]
            Sleeping
        

      
            Marrakesh has it all: you can sleep anywhere from the funkiest fleapit to palaces straight out of some Orientalist Hollywood fantasy. Take your pick: authentic riads hidden in the heart of the souqs
            
                ;
             
            budget-friendly inns right off the Djemaa; ville-nouvelle hotels, ranging from budget to business class; or Palmeraie villas, with pools amid swaying palms. Luxury resorts are closing ranks around Marrakesh, offering suburb-sized rooms at rates from €600 (Mamounia) to €6000-plus (Royal Mansour) – but for personal attention and trendsetting Marrakshi style, they can’t compete with medina riads and Palmeraie villa guesthouses.

      
            Wherever you go, know that the rates for Marrakesh accommodation are more expensive than anywhere else in Morocco. Prices are continuing to rise, as the value of the dirham fluctuates against the euro, petrol prices make supplies dearer, and the state levies additional taxes on guesthouses. Even so, more travellers are coming back for their second, third and seventh helpings of Marrakshi hospitality.
        

      
        
            
                R&R WITH B&B: MARRAKESH RIADS
            

            
                Marrakesh’s medina has 200 authentic riads (mudbrick courtyard mansions) converted into guesthouses, more than any other city in North Africa. Step from clamorous souqs through a riad’s ancient wooden doors and you’ll find yourself listening to songbirds, ice clinking in drinks and your own thoughts – suddenly, Marrakesh’s balance of extremes makes perfect sense.
            

            
                The licensed riads in this chapter have been selected not on looks alone, but for convenient locations, gracious staff, home-cooked meals and prime opportunities for relaxation and cultural immersion. Lonely Planet recommends riads that promote environmentally sustainable practices, fair compensation, time off, community engagement, cultural exchange and genuine Moroccan hospitality. You can help – send your candid riad feedback to talk2us@lonelyplanet.com.
            

        

      

      
            MEDINA
        

      [image: top-choice]Riad Al Massarah
                RIAD 
            
                €€€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 32 06; www.riadalmassarah.com; 26 Derb Jedid; d incl breakfast Dh1200-2000; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
            
            The ultimate feel-good getaway: British-French owners Michel and Michael redesigned this ancient riad to maximise comfort and sunlight, and minimise electrical and water use. Offers excellent tradition-with-a-twist Marrakesh cuisine, in-house hammam and massages, cooking lessons and spot-on shopping tips – 
            all while donating to a Marrakesh shelter for street children, providing full benefits to a staff of five, and earning environmental distinction as Morocco’s first Green Key–certified riad.

      [image: top-choice]Tchaikana
                RIAD 
            
                €€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 51 50; www.tchaikana.com; 25 Derb el Ferrane, Azbest; d incl breakfast Dh1000-1800; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            With a Tuareg tent-post bed in one room and a boat suspended from the ceiling in another, Tchaikana has the adventurous spirit of a true Marrakesh caravanserai. Travellers plot souq forays over lavish breakfasts hosted by witty English-speaking Belgian owner Jean-Francois, and return at happy hour to compare bargains and plan Sahara eco-adventures. Navigating the winding 
                derb
             
            is a challenge, but staff can walk you at night, arrange bicycle rentals and make reservations at nearby restaurants.

      [image: top-choice]Riad Akka
                RIAD 
            
                €€€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 57 67; www.riad-akka.com; 65 Derb Lahbib Magni; d incl breakfast Dh1200-1500; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Arabic sayings about cross-cultural understanding painted around the patio ring true at Akka, where heartfelt hospitality meets worldly chic. Fresh flowers grace graphite-
            
                tadelakt
             
            guest rooms, homemade tarts appear at teatime, and French and Moroccan hosts mingle easily with guests from Australia to Argentina. Luxury amenities include a plunge pool, rooftop lounge, in-house hammam, and in-room wi-fi; proceeds support a local staff of five and a Moroccan women’s microcredit association. It’s near Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid.

      
            Noir d’Ivoire 
                RIAD 
            
                €€€
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 09 75; www.noir-d-ivoire.com; 31-33 Derb Jedid, Bab Doukkala; d incl breakfast Dh2000, ste Dh3290-5140; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Gobsmacking, over-the-top opulence, from its 4.5m foyer chandelier to the grand piano in the courtyard cocktail bar. Silk-draped suites are just the beginning – enjoy Shiatsu and chocolates by the spa fireplace, shop for hand-tailored eveningwear in the boutique and unwind by the water-conserving filtered pool. Don’t bother packing: owner/tastemaker Jill Fechtmann supplies everything you need, from organic beauty products to guest mobile phones.
        

      [image: sustainable]Riad L’Orangeraie
                RIAD 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 23 87 89; www.riadorangeraie.com; 61 Rue Sidi el-Yamani; d incl breakfast Dh1450-1890; 
            [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
            
            Smooth and suave, with perfectly buffed 
                tadelakt
             
            walls, massaging showers (the best in town), sprawling rooms, and a generous chlorine-free pool (recycled water is used for the garden). This place has all the right moves, with five employees looking after seven rooms, a car and driver on call, excellent breakfasts, soothing hammam treatments, ecofriendly body-care products and a pioneering recycling program.

      [image: sustainable]Riad Ifoulki
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 56 56; www.riadifoulki.com; 11 Derb Maqadem, Rue Arset Loghzail, Debbachi; d Dh1100-1780, ste Dh1670-3680; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Guests become instant locals at this 300-year-old triple riad in an un-touristy neighbourhood east of Djemaa el-Fna. Rooms here are suites elsewhere, and 74m suites accommodate entire families. Perks include in-house hammam, candlelit massages, workshops on Marrakesh traditions from Sufism to belly-dancing and impromptu concerts from Metropolitan opera-star regulars. Multilingual owner Peter Bergmann moved to Marrakesh 35 years ago, and he’s a passionate community advocate – ask about his latest initiative, a 
                mellah
             
            cultural complex.

      
            Maison Mnabha 
                DAR 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 13 25; www.maisonmnabha.com; 32-33 Derb Mnabha, Kasbah; d incl breakfast Dh830-1150, tr Dh1800; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            Treasure-hunters will seek out this 17th-century kasbah mansion for adventure, authenticity and fascinating company. Rose petals and candles mark the way to chandelier-lit salons and roof terraces, where celebrity chefs, noted authors and fellow travellers chat over seasonal cocktails and creative canapés. Brothers Peter and Lawrence and manager Aziz offer valuable antiques advice and cultural insights (Peter holds a PhD in kasbah history), and arrange restorative massages, traditional beauty treatments and eco-adventures.

      
            Riad el Borj 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 39 12 23; www.riadelborj.com; 63 Derb Moulay Abdelkader; d/ste Dh950/1560; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
            
            Once this was Grand Vizier Madani Glaoui’s lookout, but now you can lord it over the neighbours in the suite with original 
                zellij,
             
            double-height ceilings and sky-lit tub, or the tower hideaway with a private terrace. Loaf by the pool in the ‘Berber annex’, let off steam in the hammam, watch DVDs in the salon or take advantage of mountain excursions. A babysitting service is available, and Djemaa el-Fna is just around the corner.

      
            Dar Attajmil 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 69 66; www.darattajmil.com; 23 Rue Laksour; d incl breakfast Dh880-1100; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            This riad is rosy and relaxed, and you will be too after a few days within these Marrakshi pink 
                tadelakt 
            walls near the heart of the souqs. Lucrezia and her attentive staff offer a warm welcome and an even warmer rooftop hammam, plus Moroccan-Italian dinners, cooking classes, 
                tadelakt
             
            workshops, music concerts, Arabic calligraphy lessons and Essaouira escapes.

      
            Riad Eden 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0672 04 69 10; www.riadeden-marrakech.com; 25 Derb Jdid; d incl breakfast Dh500-1000; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Generous cooks, a homey living room and energetic young French family owners make the Eden, off Rue Riad Zitoun el-Kedim, a magnetic, sociable spot. Pull up a chair in the air-conditioned kitchen and watch culinary magic happen. Families prefer the spacious Cannelle room, while couples snag the snug, rooftop Orange room; all rooms are air-conditioned except the naturally cool, ground-floor Berber room.
        

      
            Riad Magellan 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 08 20 42; www.riadmagellan.com; 62 Derb el Hammam, Mouassine; d incl breakfast Dh770-990)
            The long and winding 
                derb
            
            leads to your door at this hip hideaway behind the Mouassine Fountain. English-speaking French owner Philippe has anticipated every world explorer’s needs: 
                tadelakt 
            hot tub on the terrace, multilingual library stocked with Tintin adventures in the fireplace salon, and deep-tissue massages to soothe away economy-airfare kinks. Antique globes, steamer trunks and rocking chairs add retro flair to sleek 
                tadelakt 
            guest rooms strewn with rose petals.
        

      
        
            
                TOP TIPS FOR RIAD BARGAINS
            

            »
                
                    Avoid major European holidays
                 
                Especially avoid Christmas to New Year, Easter/Passover, and the end of April/first week of May. Low season is summer (mid-June to August) and winter (mid-January to mid-March). Mid-season rates cover most of spring and autumn, and are indicated in this chapter.

            »
                
                    Make them an offer
                 
                Off-season or last-minute, you’ve got a bargaining advantage: most riads have fewer than 10 guest rooms, and they need to fill rooms to cover operating costs.

            »
                
                    Stay longer
                 
                If you’re staying a week or more you might get rates of up to 30% off; these are often posted on riad websites.

            »
                
                    Bring friends and family
                
                Renting out an entire riad in exclusivity with friends or family is a good deal for everyone; rates usually start around Dh5000/8000 per night in low/high season for up to six rooms and 15 people. Browse riad and villa rentals at www.terremaroc.com, www.riadsmorocco.com, www.habibihomes.com and www.ilove-marrakech.com.

        

      

      
            Dar Soukaina 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 24 52 38; www.darsoukaina.com; 19 Derb el-Ferrane, Riad Laârouss; s incl breakfast Dh770-970, d Dh970-1300, tr Dh1115-1400; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Fraternal twin riads: the first (Dar I) is all soaring ceilings, cosy nooks and graceful archways, while the spacious double-riad extension (Dar II and III) across the 
                derb
             
            offers sprawling beds, grand patios, a plunge pool and handsome woodwork. Omar keeps both houses running like clockwork and can give you insider tips on Marrakesh. A 20-minute walk from the Djemaa and nearest gate, but near parking on Riad Laarous.

      
            Hotel du Trésor 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 51 13; www.hotel-du-tresor.com; 77 Derb Sidi Bouloukat; s incl breakfast Dh425, d Dh390-525, ste Dh840; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Not since the Rolling Stones tumbled down these 
                derbs
             
            has Marrakesh seen such rock-n-roll style. Fourteen rooms flank a cool whitewashed courtyard with chequered tile, a towering orange tree and mod Panton chairs perfect for posing by the large plunge pool. Behind painted doors are walls of vintage mirrors reclaimed from the Mamounia, crystal chandeliers over a red-velvet-padded bed, and in the terrace Blue Suite, a soaking tub and gold-mosaic fireplace. The proprietor is, obviously, Italian; French, Italian, and Spanish are spoken here.

      
            Riad Hanane 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 77 37; www.dar-hanane.com; 9 Derb Lalla Azzouna, Kaat ben Nahid; d incl breakfast Dh1115-1785; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Lounging comes naturally at this chic retreat. Sunny guest rooms have architect-designed details – skylights, book niches, domed bathrooms – and mod cons: iPod docks, safes, hairdryers, Sens de Marrakesh toiletries, free coffee and mineral water. Guests are drawn to the panoramic terrace, honour bar and English- and French-speaking concierge, who arranges car hire, guides and dinners. Located near Ali ben Youssef Medersa, it’s a hike to the Djemaa, but worth it.

      
            Les Jardins de Mouassine 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

       
      
Offline map Google map            
                (
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                0672 58 10 78; www.lesjardinsdemouassine.com; 20 Derb Chorfa el-Kebir; d incl breakfast Dh500-990; 
            [image: iconswimpng][image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Hidden behind the souqs off Rue el-Mouassine, a couple of blocks from the Djemaa el-Fna, this double riad offers 20 snug guest rooms and top-notch communal facilities: lounges, library, bar, plunge pool, hammam and a barbecue grill on the vast terrace. Themed rooms highlight Marrakshi artisan specialities – drums, camel bags, children’s slippers – and a few have a private terrace. New parents will appreciate that baby beds are free, and massages and mani-pedis are available.
        

      
            Dar Tayib 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
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                0524 38 30 10; www.riad-dartayib.com; 19 Derb Lalla Azzouna; d Dh500-850, ste Dh600-950; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
            
            Marrakshi owner Latifa and French architect husband Vincent bring on the Berber charm, from good-luck-symbol carpets to winking tinwork lamps on rustic palm-beamed ceilings. The Yasmina room beats love potions with its canopy bed, tub and mood lighting, while the Aïcha room lifts spirits with windows on the sunny 
                derb
             
            and a cushy platform bed.

      
            Riad Magi 
                RIAD 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
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                053 634230; www.riad-magi.com; 79 Derb Moulay Abdelkader, Derb Debbachi; s/d incl breakfast Dh650/980; 
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                ) 
            Six refreshing rooms in shades of citrus and sky-blue, with 
                tadelakt
             
            tubs and a well-stocked library. Souqs are just around the corner, but the world seems miles away under orange trees in this serene courtyard. Ask English-speaking manager Abderrazak about on-site cooking classes and restaurants.

      
            Hôtel Sherazade 
                INN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 93 05; www.hotelsherazade.com; 3 Derb Djemaa; s/d Dh180/230, s/d with bathroom Dh220-500, ste 690; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Conversation comes easily in this inn off Riad Zitoun el-Kedim, run by a Moroccan-German family, with 23 rooms, sunny terraces, and a mellow-yellow courtyard with a trickling fountain. Ten rooms have air-con and a couple have slinky 
                tadelakt
             
            tubs. Terrace rooms are bargains, but you’ll want earplugs to sleep through the muezzin’s call and the breakfast rush (Dh50 extra). Light sleepers should ask for rooms in the ivy-covered rear courtyard.

      
            Hotel Belleville 
                DAR 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 64 81; 194 Riad Zitoun el-Kedim; www.hotelbelleville.ma; s/d/tr/q incl breakfast Dh250/350/500/600; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            Tucked right behind the Djemaa el-Fna, but with nicer digs and more attentive service than higher-end hotels. What the nine rooms lack in size they make up for in personality: canopy beds, bathrooms with 
                zellij
             
            fixtures, and roof gardens. Ground-floor rooms have fans, not air-con; request rooms facing the quiet courtyard.

      
            Le Gallia 
                INN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 59 13; fax 0524 44 48 53; www.ilove-marrakesh.com/hotelgallia; 30 Rue de la Recette; s/d/tr Dh320/500/765; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Madcap Djemaa el-Fna is around the corner, but the Gallia maintains the calm and graces of another era with 19 comfortable, air-con/heated rooms with gleaming brass lamps and marble sinks. Get tanned over rooftop breakfasts (Dh40), and chat in stuccoed salons around bougainvillea-bedecked courtyards. Run by the French Galland family since 1929, the Gallia is often packed with repeat visitors; book ahead by fax.
        

      
            Jnane Mogador 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 63 24; www.jnanemogador.com; 116 Derb Sidi Bouloukat; s/d/tr/q Dh360/480/580/660; 
            [image: iconinternetpng]
            
                ) 
            A 19th-century riad with 21st-century amenities: a prime location off Rue Riad Zitoun el-Kedim, in-house hammam, tea salon, double-decker roof terraces and owner Mohammed’s laid-back hospitality. A favourite with visiting diplomats and artists; book well ahead and enjoy fascinating conversation over breakfast (Dh40). Ask for quieter, airier upper-floor rooms.
        

      
            Riad Julia 
                RIAD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 60 22; www.riadjulia.com; 14 Derb Halfaoui; d incl breakfast Dh600-800, tr Dh800; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Each room pays tribute to a Marrakesh handicraft, from mother-of-pearl inlay to chip-carved cedar wood. Five of seven comfy rooms have air-con; all have soft bathrobes and bright Berber wedding blankets. There’s a small plunge pool and TV in the salon, and English-speaking Ziad arranges excursions, babysitting services, henna tattooing, and candlelit dinners.
        

      
            Hotel Essaouira 
                INN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 38 05; www.jnanemogador.com/hotelessaouira-marrakech.htm; 3 Derb Sidi Bouloukat; s/d with shared bathroom Dh50/100, r with private bathroom Dh400, mattress on roof Dh30) 
            Quite the colourful character, this family home was converted to a 28-room hotel back in the 1960s, and psychedelic painted-wood ceilings and polychrome stucco may induce flashbacks. A tiny spiral staircase leads to a sociable roof terrace, where breakfast (Dh22 to Dh40) comes with glimpses of the Koutoubia.
        

      
            Hôtel Central Palace 
                HOTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 02 35; www.lecentralpalace.com; 59 Derb Sidi Bouloukat; d with shared bathroom Dh155, with private bathroom Dh255-305, ste Dh405; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            Surprisingly stately, with 40 clean rooms climbing four floors around a courtyard fountain, and breakfasts (Dh25) on the roof terrace. Wrought-iron beds and stained-glass windows cheer somewhat dim rooms; 1st-floor rooms are cooler, while suites are slightly bigger air-conditioned rooms.

      
            Hôtel de Foucauld 
                HOTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map  
            
                (
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                024 440806; Ave el-Mouahidine; s/d Dh215/280; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            One block from the Djemaa el-Fna, Foucauld offers tiled, backpack-scuffed rooms with teensy private bathrooms and a reliable restaurant at the right price. Consult trekkers and bikers converging on the buffet breakfast (Dh30) about High Atlas conditions, request rooms with balconies overlooking Pl Foucauld, and bring earplugs for 5am calls to prayer from the Koutoubia next door.
        

      
        
            
                WHERE TO STAY WITH KIDS
            

            
                Fair warning: riad plunge pools and steep stairs aren’t exactly child-proof, and sound reverberates through riad courtyards. Most riad owners and staff dote on babies, but the same can’t always be said of sleep-deprived fellow guests giving you the evil eye over breakfast. But bringing the kids doesn’t mean you have to settle for a generic hotel. Standout accommodation for families in Marrakesh include the following.
            

            »
                
                    Les Jardins de Mouassine 
                (
                Click here
                ) Central Medina location, plunge pool, free baby beds.
            

            »
                
                    Riad Bledna
                
                 
                (
                Click here
                ) Toys, board games, pool, walled garden estate outside Marrakesh.
            

            »
                
                    Hôtel Toulousain
                
                 
                (
                Click here
                ) Strollers, kids in residence, convenient locale – pizza, cafes, laundry, pharmacy and hammam within one block.
            

            »
                
                    Riad Eden
                
                 
                (
                Click here
                ) Family rooms, central medina location, board games, kids’ meals on request.
            

            »
                
                    Riad Julia
                
                 
                (
                Click here
                ) Babysitting, plunge pool, extra beds, located in medina near taxi stop.
            

            »
                
                    Les Deux Tours
                
                 
                (
                Click here
                ) Pool, hammam, suites with separate rooms for parents and independent-minded kids in a plush Palmeraie resort.
            

        

      

      
            VILLE NOUVELLE
        

      
            Many medina riads offer ‘only in Marrakesh’ experiences at reasonable rates, unlike most generic, overpriced ville-nouvelle hotels. That said, ville-nouvelle hotels are handier if you’re passing through town quickly, seeking disabled-accessible accommodation, or visiting in high season.
        

      
            Several ville-nouvelle budget hotels are neon-signed in Guéliz; best options are listed below. Search online for deals, since midrange hotels can be bargains when booked as part of a holiday package.
        

      
            To taste some Marrakesh luxury without the bitter aftertaste of multi-digit guest-room bills, go for drinks, dinner or a day pass at the Mamounia hotel (
            Click here
            ), the grande dame of North African hotels that has just undergone a multimillion-euro facelift.
        

      
            Bab Hotel 
                BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 52 50; www.babhotelmarrakech.com; cnr Rue Mohammed el-Beqal & Blvd Mohamed ed-Dahbi; d incl breakfast Dh1115-1450, ste from Dh2010; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Upscale boutique hotels are new to Marrakesh, but the Bab Hotel may set a trend. Marrakesh’s first boutique hotel is like sleeping in an iPod, with minimalist all-white rooms and a giant white apple at the entry. Deluxe rooms have tubs, Nespresso machines, and movie channels on flat-screen TVs; suites echo. Of the many amenities – spa, library, parking, bicycles, cars with drivers – the chill-out lounges are the coolest (
            Click here
            ).
        

      
            Hôtel Toulousain 
                INN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 00 33; http://hoteltoulousain.com; 44 Rue Tariq ibn Ziyad; s/d with shared bathroom incl breakfast Dh140/190, d Dh230-280; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            An easygoing budget hotel run by a kindly Moroccan-American family in a prime Guéliz location, with tasty restaurants, boutiques, laundry, local travel agency and a literary cafe right at your doorstep. Book ahead for private bathrooms, or spacious, cheerful 1st-floor guest rooms with classic blue 
                beldi
             
            (country-style) tile. When upstairs rooms get stuffy, guests hang out on patios under banana trees.

      
            Hôtel du Pacha 
                HOTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 13 27; www.hotelpacha.net; 33 Rue de la Liberté; s/d Dh320/400; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Novels beg to be set in this period-piece colonial hotel, with tall French windows to catch breezes and neighbourhood gossip. Ground-floor rooms are smartly renovated with marble sinks and dark woodwork, but upstairs rooms have art-deco tile and turquoise bathtubs. The shadowy stuccoed entry, hidden courtyard, and salon club chairs add 
                noir
            
            -novel intrigue.
        

      
            Caspien 
                HOTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 22 82; www.lecaspien-hotel.com; 12 Rue Loubnane; s/d Dh460/580; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            In a quiet Guéliz location near boutiques, spas and restaurants, the Caspien is cosy and personable. Pointed archways, 
                zellij
             
            floors, pierced-brass lamps and balconies add Marrakesh atmosphere. For maximum quiet, choose upper-floor rooms overlooking the pool, well above the restaurant and piano bar.

      
            PALMERAIE & OUTSKIRTS
        

      
            When the medina seems a bit much, villas in the Palmeraie let you chill out in a palm oasis. Once your blood pressure dips and you begin to miss the madness of Marrakesh, you’re within a 30-minute drive from the heart of the action. A taxi into town is the easiest way, but is rather costly (Dh150 to DH250) since you often have to pay for the driver’s round-trip to fetch you.
        

      [image: top-choice]Jnane Tamsna
                RESORT 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 32 94 23; www.jnanetamsna.com; Douar Abiad, Palmeraie; d incl breakfast from Dh2730, ste from Dh3700; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            A-list cele-
            brities (Brad Pitt, Giorgio Armani, David
            Bowie) flock to this North African nirvana with cloistered patios, reading nooks and sunny terraces amid 9 hectares of organic gardens. Sustainability meets style at Meryanne Loum-Martin’s oasis of water-conserving plants, filtered pools, all-
            organic cuisine, fair-trade design gallery and cultural immersion 
                Diversity Excursions
             
                (www.diversity-excursions.co.uk)
             
            organised by her English ethnobotanist husband, Gary Martin, founder of the Global Diversity Foundation. Book ahead for excursions, cooking classes, yoga retreats and literary salons with Booker Prize winners.

      [image: top-choice]La Pause
                RESORT 
            
                $$
            
        

       
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 30 64 94; www.lapause-marrakech.com; Douar Lmih Laroussiéne, Agafay Desert; d half-board from Dh1100; 
            [image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Skip off the grid to a desert getaway 45 minutes from Marrakesh (chauffeured transport to/from Marrakesh provided). Days are spent playing turf-free golf or disc golf using available clubs or Frisbees, or hanging out in hammocks under olive trees by the filtered pool. Ride off into the sunset on mountain bikes, Arabian stallions, donkeys or dromedaries, and return to candlelit organic feasts. Sleep in generous Berber tents with foam mattresses, thick carpets and open-air showers, or read by firelight in your own minimalist-chic, solar-powered abode.
        

      
            Les Deux Tours 
                RESORT 
            
                $$$
            
        

       
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 32 95 25; www.les-deuxtours.com; Douar Abiad, Circuit de la Palmeraie; d incl breakfast from Dh1800, ste from Dh2320; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Tunisian architect Charles Boccara’s deliciously decadent oasis resort started the Palmeraie villa trend – but few of its cookie-cutter neighbours can match its amenities, distinctive modern style, and attentive new management. Hidden passageways lead to cushy guest rooms with four-poster beds, fireplaces and French doors that open onto private terraces and plunge pools. Cocooning guests emerge for candlelit Mediterranean meals, deluxe hammam treatments (Dh1450 for four hours) and poolside 
            cocktails.

      [image: sustainable]Riad Bledna
                MAISON D’HÔTE 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 18 20 90; www.riadbledna.com; 2km on Rte de Ouarzazate; d incl breakfast Dh600-800; 
            [image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            Welcome home to the garden villa of the Moroccan-British Nour family, who pamper visitors like favourite house guests, urging them to relax by the filtered pool, enjoy more quail and apricot tajine, and sip more fresh-squeezed juice (made with organic fruit from their 4-acre gardens). Airport transfers and daily transit to/from the medina are included in the rates, and your hosts can arrange babysitting, desert trips, mountain eco-excursions, and hands-on Moroccan crafts workshops for adults and kids alike.

      
            [image: categoryeatpng]
            Eating
        

      
            Slow-roasted lamb cooked in a hammam, roasted-eggplant caviar, hearty white bean soup…Marrakesh’s traditional specialities are mouth-watering. The least thrilling part of the Marrakesh dining experience is the arrival of the bill. Marrakshis don’t eat out often, and with Dh65-80 for a scrawny chicken tajine on the Djemaa and set-price restaurant menus starting at Dh300-plus, you can see why.
        

      
            Good-value restaurants can be found, especially in the ville nouvelle, but if you’re staying at a riad, home cooking is an attractive
            option. Many riad chefs are 
                dadas 
            who once cooked for Marrakesh’s high society, so the meals you enjoy on your riad terrace may be truly royal.
        

      
            MEDINA
        

      [image: top-choice]Mechoui Alley
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 east side of Souq Ablueh; 0.25kg lamb with bread Dh30-50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-2pm)
            
            Just before noon, the vendors at this row of stalls start carving up steaming sides of 
                mechoui 
            (slow-roasted lamb), as though expecting King Henry VIII for lunch. Point to the best-looking cut of meat, and ask for a 
                nuss
            
            (half) or 
                rubb
             
            (quarter) kilo. The cook will hack off falling-off-the-bone lamb and hand it to you with fresh-baked bread, cumin, salt and olives in a takeaway baggie, or serve it to you on paper in a nearby stall – no linens necessary to make this a proper feast.

      [image: top-choice]Mama Tilee
                FUSION 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 17 52; www.mamatilee.blogspot.com; 13 Derb Laarsa; 3-course prix fixe Dh220; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30-11pm Mon-Sat)
             
            The restaurant every chef dreams of opening is tucked around the corner from Dar Si Said, off Riad Zitoun el-Jedid, in Marrakesh. Chef Cecile’s intimate riad restaurant seats 22 on three floors artfully arranged with red cushions, custom leather carpets and bistro tables. Each course features local, organic ingredients and offers one choice: mango gazpacho or foie gras with fig? Sole roulade with kaffir lime or steak rubbed with High Atlas herbs? Passionfruit crème brûlée or Moroccan mint and chocolate macaroons? Reserve by phone in the afternoon; cash only, alcohol licence pending.

      [image: top-choice]Villa Flore
                MEDITERRANEAN 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 39 17 00; www.villa-flore.com; 4 Derb Azzouz, Mouassine; mains Dh80-150; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                12.30-3pm & 7.30-11pm Wed-Mon) 
            Dine in an art-deco-fabulous, black-and-white riad on reinvented Moroccan salads and aromatic, meltingly tender lamb and duck, all presented with flair by stylishly suited waiters. Pull up a sofa near the French doors or sit in the sunny courtyard and unwind with a glass of wine, right in the heart of the souqs.
        

      
            Souk Kafé 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0662 61 02 29; 11 Derb Souk Jedid, near Rue Riad Laaroussa; mains Dh65-80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-9pm; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconvegpng]
            
                )
            
            Pull up a hand-hewn stool under terrace sun umbrellas and stay awhile: this is authentic local food worth savouring. The Moroccan 
                mezze
            
            of six savoury, cooked vegetable dishes qualifies as lunch for two, and the vegetarian Berber couscous is surprisingly hearty – but wait until you get a whiff of the aromatic Marrakshi 
                tanjia
            
            , beef that flakes apart after slow-cooking in a hammam across the street.
        

      
            Dar Moha 
                LOCAL, FUSION 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 64 00; www.darmoha.ma; 81 Rue Dar el-Bacha; prix-fixe lunch Dh220, dinner Dh550; noon-3pm & 7.30pm-midnight Tue-Sun)
            
            Mohamed Fedal is Morocco’s foremost celebrity chef, giving tastebuds a tweak with updated Moroccan classics: quail in a flaky 
                warqa
             
            pastry nest, foie-gras and argan-oil couscous, melon ‘couscous’ with thyme honey. Lately you’re as likely to catch Chef Moha in action on YouTube as in the kitchen – but lunch by the pool is a worthy feast, with orange-flower-scented cucumbers and spice-rubbed grilled lamb chops (wine is additional).

      
            Un Dejeuner á Marrakesh 
                MEDITERRANEAN, SANDWICH SHOP 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 83 87; 2-4 Rue Kennaria, cnr Rue Riad Zitoun el-Jedid; mains from Dh60; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                ) 
            Come early, or forfeit just-baked quiche of the day with asparagus to ravenous vegetarians. Omnivores practically pig out on decadent 
                croque monsieur
             
            made with turkey ham, served with a tangy side salad. Ground-floor booths are comfy and quick; the tented terrace has pillows, Koutoubia views and leisurely service.

      
            Terrasse des Épices 
                LOCAL, MEDITERRANEAN 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 59 04; 15 Souq Cherifia; www.terrassedesepices.com; mains from Dh75; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-11pm) 
            Follow the basket bubble-lamps to lunch on top of the souqs in a mudbrick 
                bhou 
            (booth) off Rue Dar el-Bacha. Check the chalkboard for daily à la carte specials, such as dinner-sized Caesar salads, traditional pigeon 
                pastilla
            
            , and vegetarian aubergine pasta with thyme. Save room for house-specialty chocolate 
                pastilla
            
            : layers of 
                warqa
             
            pastry, apricots, prunes and almonds smothered in chocolate. Reserve ahead in high season; cards accepted; no alcohol.

      
            Marrakech Korner 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 99 27; 93 Arset Aouzal; www.marrakechkorner.over-blog.com; mains from Dh55; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-10.30pm; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Finally, an à la carte menu that’s easy on the wallet and kind to the tastebuds. Head to the rooftop for a 
                merguez
            
            sausage sandwich or garlicky courgette salad, or hang out in the primary-coloured salon for restorative vervain tea infusions and free wi-fi. Unless you have a Moroccan grandma, this is the place to go for Friday couscous, properly fluffy and infused with fragrant 
                smen
             
            (seasoned butter). It’s near Rue Dar el-Bacha.

      
            Tobsil 
                LOCAL 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 40 52; 22 Derb Abdellah ben Hessaien; 5-course menu incl wine Dh600; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30-11pm Wed-Mon)
            
            In this intimate riad near Bab Ksour, 50 guests max indulge in button-popping, five-course Moroccan menus with aperitifs and wine pairings, as Gnawa musicians strum quietly in the courtyard. No excess glitz or belly dancers distract from noble attempts to finish 11 salads, 
                pastilla,
             
            tajines (yes, that’s plural) and couscous, capped with mint tea, fresh fruit and Moroccan pastries. Booking required.

      
            Dar Mimoun 
                LOCAL 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 33 48; 1 Derb ben Amrane, cnr Rue Riad Zitoun el-Kedim; mains from Dh80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-11pm)
            
            Stagger in from the souqs and feel instantly revived in an arcaded courtyard restaurant that’s all soothing greenery, blue and white 
                zellij,
             
            and tantalising aromas of classic chicken, prune and almond tajine. Get yours à la carte or as part of a Dh130 set menu with salads, tea and sweets, served in the garden or cupola-capped dining alcoves.

      
            Chegrouni 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Djemaa el-Fna; tajine Dh60-70, omelette Dh25-35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-11pm; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                )
             
            You’re expected to write down your own order, but your server could probably guess it anyway: you’re either a foodie here for the classic Dh60 tajine with chicken, preserved lemons and olives; a vegetarian in for flavourful vegetable-broth-only, seven-vegetable couscous; or a tajine-weary traveller in dire need of a decent omelette with superior chips. It’s near Rue des Banques.

      
            Haj Mustapha 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 east side, Souq Ablueh; tanjia with bread & olives Dh35-50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6-10pm)
            
            As dusk approaches, several stalls set out paper-sealed crockpots of 
                tanjia
            
            . This ‘bachelor’s stew’ makes for messy eating, but Haj Mustapha offers the cleanest seating inside a well-scuffed stall. Use bread as your utensil to scoop up 
                tanjia,
             
            sprinkle with cumin and salt, and chase with olives.

      
            Café des Épices 
                CAFE, SANDWICH SHOP 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0254 39 17 70; Pl Rahba Kedima; breakfast Dh25, sandwich or salad Dh25-50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-9pm) 
            Watch the magic happen as you sip freshly squeezed OJ overlooking the Rahba Kedima potion dealers. Salads and sandwiches are fresh and made to order – try the tangy chicken spiked with herbs, nutmeg and olives – and service is surprisingly efficient, given the steep stairs.
        

      
            Le Foundouk 
                FUSION 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 37 81 90; www.foundouk.com; 55 Souq el-Fassi; mains Dh90-160; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon- 
                midnight Tue-Sun)
            Like a prop from a Tim Burton movie, a spidery iron chandelier lit with candles sets the mood for offbeat à la carte choices, including beef with wild artichoke and orange-carrot soup. When the food lives up to the decor, it’s fabulous, and when not, well, at least you got your money’s worth for atmosphere. Terrace seating is scenic but sometimes windy; book ahead for downstairs 
                bhous
             
            (seating nooks), or take walk-in seating in the plush, fully stocked bar. It’s near Ali ben Youssef Medersa.

      
            Ryad Jama 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 98 72; 149 Toualat Kennaria; mains Dh40-70; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-9.30pm)
             
            À la carte meals at realistic prices served in a family-run riad restaurant. Fragrant preserved lemon and lamb tajines with crusty French bread are graciously presented in the leafy, candlelit garden for only slightly more than you’d pay for a skimpy version shoved your way in a dusty Djemaa cafe.

      
            Dar TimTam 
                LOCAL 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                024 391446; Zinkat Rahba; meals Dh95-250; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11.30am-4pm; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                )
            
            Head through the rug shop under the sign and hang a right into this 18th-century riad’s innermost courtyard, where you can take your pick of cushioned nooks and the à la carte menu (you may have to request it). Some menu items are inexplicably overpriced (Dh200 
                tanjia
             
            for example), but a rejuvenating mint tea and a generous assortment of eight Moroccan salads (Dh95) makes a fine light lunch amid the songbirds near the Rahba Kedima.

      
            Earth Café 
                FUSION, VEGETARIAN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0661 28 94 02; 2 Derb Zouak; mains Dh60-80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-11pm; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                ) 
            Now for something completely different: a vegetarian spring roll stuffed with organic spinach, pumpkin, blue cheese and grated carrot with a sesame dressing, right in the heart of the souqs off Rue Riad Zitoun el-Kedim. The Earth Café’s sunshine-yellow courtyard is small, but its veggie culinary ambitions are great –
            the warm beet salad with goat cheese may make believers out of carnivores. The name may sound familiar, because Earth Café’s advertisements were recently scrawled on geological formations across the High Atlas – 
            but since customers pointed out this wasn’t the most earth-friendly move, management has begun removing the grafitti ads.

      
            Nid’Cigogne 
                LOCAL/SANDWICH SHOP 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 38 20 92; 60 Place des Tombeaux Saadiens; meals Dh45-85; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-9pm)
            
            Get up close and personal with the storks across the way at the Saadian Tombs in this rooftop eatery. The grilled 
                kefta
             
            (meatball) sandwiches, light salads and tajines are passable, but the view is memorable and service pleasant.

      
            Pâtisserie des Princes 
                PATISSERIE 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 44 30 33; 32 Rue Bab Agnaou; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-9pm; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            This is one of the city’s most famous patisseries, with enough pain-au-chocolat, petit fours, almond cookies and ice cream to keep Djemaa el-Fna dentists in business. The small cafe at the back is a welcome respite for women, or anyone in search of a quiet coffee; tea for two with sweets runs to Dh50.

      
            Restaurant Place Ferblantiers 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 west entrance Pl des Ferblantiers; tajines Dh45-65; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch)
             
            Plop down on a plastic chair in the courtyard, and have whatever’s bubbling away and well-caramelised on the burner. The meat and produce are fresh from the Mellah Market across the street, and the chef whips up dishes in front of you.

      
            Fast Food Alahbab 
                SANDWICH SHOP, FAST FOOD 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 Rue de Bab Agnaou; salads Dh15-25, sandwiches Dh20-30; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-11pm)
            
            The awning boasting ‘recommended by Lonely Planet’ must be decades old now, and still we stand by our initial assessment of the Dh35 
                shwarma
             
            accompanied by four sauces and just-right French fries, with great people-watching at communal sidewalk tables.

      
            VILLE NOUVELLE
        

      [image: top-choice]Al-Fassia
                LOCAL 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                Guéliz Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                024 434060; 55 Blvd Mohammed Zerktouni, mains Dh120-180; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-10.30pm Wed-Sun; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ); 
            
                Zone Touristique de l’Aguedal
            
            
                (Al Fassia Aguedal; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                024 383839; www.alfassia-aguedal.com; MH 9 Bis, Route de l’Ourika)
            
            Glassy-eyed diners valiantly grip morsels of bread, scraping the last savoury caramelised onion from what was once a Berber pumpkin and lamb tajine. The 
                mezze
            
            of nine starters alone is a proper feast, but there’s no resisting the classic mains perfected over a decade by the Marrakshi sisters who own the place – especially when each dish is presented with a heartfelt 
                B’saha!
             
            (to your health). Book ahead for the Guéliz location, which is cosier and more convenient.

      [image: top-choice]Plats Haj Boujemaa
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                25 Rue ibn Aicha; Dh35-75; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-10pm Tue-Sun)
             
            Grab a tidy booth or hold out for courtyard seating in back, and try to save some spicy olives and warm bread for the parade of grilled meats that’s coming. If you’re feeling adventurous, this is the place to try offal, correctly cleaned and prepared – though even when properly cooked until golden, sheep’s testicles have a floury texture, not to mention stringy bits that stick in your teeth. That said, the chips are fantastic, and steak well-marinated.

      
            Le Chat Qui Rit 
                ITALIAN 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 43 11; 92 Rue de Yougoslavie; pizzas Dh50-80, set menu Dh150; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7.30-11pm Tue-Sun; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            Come here for proper pasta: al dente, tossed with fresh produce and herbs, and drizzled with fruity olive oil. Corsican chef/owner Bernard comes out to ask about everyone’s pasta with the delight of a chef who already knows the answer. Seasonal seafood options are a good bet, with fixings just in from the coast daily.

      
            L’Annexe 
                FRENCH 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 40 10; www.lannexemarrakech.com; 14 Rue Moulay Ali; mains Dh100-140; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-3.30pm Sun-Fri, 7-11pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            French lunches in a mirrored cafe-bistro setting, handy to all the ville-nouvelle boutique action. A welcome switch to light, clean flavours after the umpteenth tajine: Provencale fish soup, 
                duck confit
             
            (duck slowly cooked in its own fat) atop salad, and a mean crème brûlée.

      
            Samak al-Bahriya 
                LOCAL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 75 Ave Moulay Rachid, cnr Rue Mauritanie; seafood with chips Dh30-80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am- 
                midnight) 
            The best option along this stretch of sidewalk stalls, al-Bahriya serves fresh fish and perfectly tender fried calamari with generous chunks of lemon, plus salt, cumin, and hot sauce.

      
            Azar 
                MIDDLE EASTERN 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 09 20; www.azarmarrakech.com; cnr Ave Hassan II & Rue de Yougoslavie; mains Dh120-170; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-3pm & 7pm-midnight; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconvegpng]
            
                ) 
            Imagine a Beirut lounge teleported to Marrakesh via Mars, and here you have it. With space-captain chairs and star-
            patterned stucco walls, the decor is out of this world – and the Lebanese-inspired fare isn’t far behind. Authenticity sticklers will appreciate the shish 
                taouk
            
            (plump marinated chicken cubes), and though they may want more lemon in the hummus, shared 
                mezze
             
            with Dh50 glasses of wine keep vegetarians happy and bills in this stratosphere.

      
            Grand Café de la Poste 
                MEDITERRANEAN 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 30 38; www.grandcafedelaposte.com; Blvd Mohamed ed-Dahbi, cnr Ave Imam Malik; starters Dh75-120, mains Dh120-190; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-1am; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Recently restored to its 
            flapper-era, potted-palm glory, this landmark bistro delivers swanky comfort and a seared beef tartare to write home about just behind the main post office. Prices run high for dinner, and service can be agonisingly slow – but during the 6pm to 8pm happy hour, a parade of appetisers are offered with drinks, and the wine list is the best in town.

      
            Beyrouth 
                MIDDLE EASTERN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 35 25; 9 Rue Loubnane; mains Dh80-160; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                noon-3pm & 7-11pm; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconvegpng]
            
                )
            
            Bright, lemony Lebanese flavours, with a mix-and-match 
                mezze 
            that’s a feast for two with tabouli, spinach pies and felafel for Dh160 – and a welcome switch from seven-vegetable couscous for vegetarians. The smoky, silky 
                baba ghanoush
             
            (eggplant dip) here gives Moroccan eggplant caviar serious competition for the best Middle Eastern spread.

      
            Café du Livre 
                CAFE 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 21 49; 44 Rue Tariq ibn Ziyad; www.cafedulivre.com; dishes Dh55-90; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-9pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconvegpng]
            
                ) 
            A bookish beauty, with walls of used books in English and French to browse, board games, cushy seating, quiz nights and poetry readings, plus free wi-fi and tasty salads
            
                .
            
        

      
            Café 16 
                PATISSERIE 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 33 96 70; 18 Pl du 16 Novembre; desserts Dh20-50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-12am) 
            The blonde-wood decor and the prices may seem European, but the welcome is Marrakshi and so are intriguing ice-cream flavours like mint tea and 
                kaab el-gazelle 
            (almond cookie). Light lunches and salads are available, if only to justify homemade, gold-leafed chocolate-coffee cream cake and raspberry-mousse cake afterwards.
        

      
            Catanzaro 
                ITALIAN 
            
                $
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 43 37 31; 42 Rue Tariq ibn Ziyad; pizzas or pasta Dh60-80, mains Dh80-120; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-2.30pm & 7.15-11pm Mon-Sat; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                )
             
            Where are we, exactly? The thin-crust, wood-fired pizza says Italy, the wooden balcony and powerful air-con suggest the Alps, but the spicy condiments and spicier clientele are definitely mid-town Marrakesh. Grilled meat dishes are juicy and generous, but the Neapolitan pizza with capers, local olives and Atlantic anchovies steals the show.

      
            
            Self-Catering
        

      
            For a solid selection of fresh produce, dried fruits and nuts, try the 
                Marché Municipale ibn Toumert
             
                Offline map Google map(
            
            
            
                Rue ibn Toumert)
            
            , off Ave Mohammed V. The souqs are also filled with food stalls selling olives, dates and sweets, and carts loaded with fruit and vegetables; prices are better in the Bab Doukkala food souq than right off the Djemaa.
        

      
            For staples such as cheese, cereal and alcohol (often difficult to find elsewhere) plus speciality items, a few supermarkets in the ville nouvelle are useful.
        

      
            
                ACIMA supermarket 
            
                FOOD & DRINK
            


             
            
                Guéliz
            Offline map Google map
             
                (
            
            
                cnr Aves Mohammed V & Mohammed Abdelkrim el-Khattabi); 
            
                Jardin Majorelle
            
             
                (Ave Yacoub el-Mansour)
        

      
            
                Aswak Assalam 
                FOOD & DRINK
            

Offline map Google map
            
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                Ave du 11 Janvier, Bab Doukkala)
            
        

      
            
                Carrefour 
            
                FOOD & DRINK
            


             
            
                (Al-Mazar Mall, Route d’Ourika, Aguedal)
            
        

      
            
                Marjane 
            
                FOOD & DRINK
            


             
            
                (Km4, Casablanca road, Palmeraie)
            
        

      
            [image: categorydrinkpng]
            Drinking
        

      
            As with elsewhere in Morocco, traditional bars in Marrakesh are mostly frequented by men, with a few shady types (men and women alike) in tight, revealing clothing trolling for trade at the bar. Trendy lounge bars are more accommodating and appealing for women, as are restaurant-bars that turn into party places later at night, such as Le Foundouk and Grand Café de la Poste. Most cafes are strictly for coffee, tea and sweets; for alcohol, try bars, restaurants or clubs.
        

      [image: top-choice]Dar Cherifa
                CAFE
            
        

      
      Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0524 42 64 63; 8 Derb Chorfa Lakbir; tea & coffee Dh20-25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-7pm) 
            Revive souq-sore eyes at this serene late-15th-century Saadian riad near Rue el-Mouassine, where tea and saffron coffee are served with contemporary art and literature downstairs, or terrace views upstairs.
        






End of sample
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rapide (F) — type of train more comfortable
and slightly faster than an ordinaire
Reconquista (S) - the Christian reconquest
of the Iberian peninsula from the Moors
refuge (F) — mountain hut, basic hikers’
shelter

riad (A) — traditional town house set around
an internal garden

ribat (A) - combined monastery and fort

Saadians — Moroccan dynasty that ruled in
the 16th century

sharia (A) — street

shedwi (A) - flat-woven rug of black and
white bands

sherif (A) — descendant of the Prophet
Shiites — one of two main Islamic sects,
formed by those who believed the true
imams were descended from the Prophet's
son-in-law Ali (see also Sunnis)

sidi (A) — honorific (equivalent to ‘Mr';
also si)

skala (A) - fortress

souq (A) — market

Sufism — mystical strand of Islam that
emphasises communion with God through
inner attitude

Sunnis - one of two main Islamic sects,
derived from followers of the Umayyad
caliphate (see also Shiites)

Syndicat d'Initiative (F) - government-run
tourist office

i tabac (F) - tobacconist and newsagency
i tadelakt (A) — waterproof lime plaster

mixed with pigments and polished with a
stone to give it a smooth, lustrous finish,

; originally used for the walls of hammams but
: now a favourite of interior designers

tariq (A) - road, avenue

téléboutique (F) — privately operated tel-
ephone service

: télécarte (F) - phonecard

terz Fezzi (A) - intricate geometric embroi-
dery originating in Fez

tizi (B) - mountain pass

: Tuareg — nomadic Berbers of the Sahara,
i also known as the Blue Men because of

i their indigo-dyed robes

ville nouvelle (F) — new city; town built by

the French alongside existing towns
i vizier — another term for a provincial gov-

ernor in Ottoman Empire, or adviser to the
sultan in Morocco

zanafi (A) - rug with combination of flat
weave and deep fluffy pile (also glaoua)
zawiya (A) - religious fraternity based
around a marabout; location of the fraternity
(also zaouia)

zellij (A) — ceramic tilework used to deco-
rate buildings
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What's the fare?
shhal taman Iwarka?

Please tell me when we get to ...
"afak eela wselna | ... goolhaleeya

| want to pay for one place only.
bgheet nkhelles blaasaawaheda

Stop here, please.
waef henna "afak

Please wait for me.
tsennanee 'afak

Driving & Cycling

Where canl feenyimkin
hirea...? linkri..?
bicycle bshklit
camel jmel
car tumubeel
donkey hmar
horse ‘awd

Can | park here?
wash nqder nwakef hna?

How long can | park here?
sh-hal men waket neqder nstatiun hna?

Howdolgetto...?
keefesh ghaadee nuwsul | ...7

Where’s the next petrol station?
fin kayna shi bumba dyal lisans griba?

I'd like ... litres.
bgheet ... itru "afak

Please check the oil/water.
"afak shuf zzit/Ima

We need a mechanic.
khesna wahed Imikanisyan

The car has broken down at ...
tumubeel khasraf ...

I have a flat tyre.
‘ndi pyasa fruida

BERBER

There are three main dialects among Berber
speakers, which in a certain sense also serve
as loose lines of ethnic demarcation.

In the north, in the area centred on the
Rif, the locals speak a dialect that has been
called Riffian and is spoken as far south as
Figuig on the Algerian border. The dialect
that predominates in the Middle and High
Atlas and the valleys leading into the Sahara
goes by various names, including Braber or
Amazigh.

More settled tribes of the High Atlas, Anti
Atlas, Souss Valley and southwestern oases
generally speak Tashelhit or Chleuh. The
following phrases are a selection from the

i Tashelhit dialect, the one visitors are likely to
; find most useful.

: Basics

i Hello. la bes darik/darim (m/f)
 Hello. (response) labes

i Goodbye. akayaoon arbee

: Seeyou later. akranwes daghr

: Please. barakalaufik

i Thank you. barakalaufik

Yes. yah

i No. oho

Excuse me. samhiy

: How are you? meneek antgeet?

i Fine, thank you. la bes, Ihamdulah

: Good. eefulkee/eeshwa

i Bad. (khaib) eeghshne

©
: Practicalities

food teeremt

i mule aserdon

: somewheretosleep  kralblast mahengane
i water arman

i Isthere..? eeseela..?

{ Doyou have ...? ees daroon ...?

i How much minshk aysker?
| Giveme... fky..

Iwant... reegh ...

i alittle/lot eemeek/bzef
no good oor eefulkee

; too expensive eeghla

i Iwanttogoto... addowghs ...

| Whereis (the) mani gheela...?
Is it near/far? ees eeqareb/yagoog?
: straight neeshan
 tothe left fozelmad

i totheright fofasee

| mountain adrar

: river aseef

 the pass tizee

village doorwar

i yesterday eedgam

; today (zig sbah) rass
; tomorrow (ghasad) aska
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Moroccan
Landmarks
Three Weeks

This tour of pillars, peaks and other
natural landmarks begins with an
exciting first sight of Africa, then
meanders through the mountains
and along the fringes of the Sahara.
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» Overlanders spy a landmark before they
even step off the ferry from Europe: the
Mediterranean coast, backed by the Rif
Mountains, is a first glimpse of Africa.

» On Moroccan soil, the great crag of Jebel
Musa is one of the ancient Pillars of Hercules.
» Moving to the Atlantic, the Monoliths of
M’Soura, near Assilah, stand in a circle on a
mysterious, prehistoric site.

» Heading south to the High Atlas, the route
passes the landmark left by the Romans at
hilltop Lixus.

» Surrounded by mountains, Jebel Toubkal
is North Africa’s highest peak.

» There are plenty of icons and classic vistas
to see without climbing Toubkal, including the
rocky Dadés Gorge and Todra Gorge.

From top
1. The Pierres Bleues (Painted Rocks) in the Anti Atlas.
2. The sheer drop of Dads Gorge

3
3
:

g Chigaga

ALGERIA

» Continuing south to the Sahara, Erg
Chigaga is a landmark in this corner of the
great desert, with 40km of dunes rising to
300m.

» The desert theme continues at Afella-
Ighir, a quintessential oasis occupying red-
rock gorges.

» Nearby, a landscape artist created an Anti
Atlas attraction when he daubed the Pierres
Bleues (Painted Rocks).

» Finish on the coast, where natural stone
arches reach out to sea at Legzira Plage.
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Mountain
Ranges

Visible from both the Mediterranean and
the Sahara, Morocco’s mountains are as
iconic as medinas and tajines - and they've
been around much longer than either. The

Toubkal can be climbed
by people in good physical condition, but
if grands taxis ur preferred mode of
transport, the High Atlas is still memorable.
Roads pass crumbling kasbahs and Berber
villages, and wind up the Tizi n'Test and
Tizi n'Tichka passes.
‘The Middle Atlas and Rif are gentler
landscapes, with forests carpeting slopes
and valleys. In the Middle Atlas’ alpine
landscape, you might even think you're in
the Alps among flower be e French-

built resort of Ifrane. forocco’s
greenest range, is covered in wildflowers in
spring.

hara, the Anti Atlas is a
aks such as quartzite Jebel
L'Kest, with oasis villages in the valleys; and
the wild, arid Jebel Sarhro is the home turf
of the seminomadic Ait Atta.

Closer to the
land of jagged pe

» Rif From Chefchaouen through
Talassemtane National Park
» The M'Go ssif Prehistoric rock

forms, ridges, escarpments and river gorges
» Je ubkal The two-day, 3313m
ascent of North Africa’s highest peak

» Jebel Sarhro Paim and almond groves
beneath twisted volcanic pinnacles

» The Anti Atlas Unexplored trails among
ochre cliffs and saffron fields

Trekking in the High Atlas 2. Kasbah Alt Arbi in the
Dadés Gorge 3. The Ourika River running through the.
Atlas mountains

f
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GLOSSARY

This glossary is a list of Arabic (A), Berber (B),
French (F) and Spanish (S) terms that are used
throughout this guide. For a list of trekking terms,

see Words To Trek By, p39.

agadir (B) - fortified communal granary
‘ain (A) - water source, spring

ait (B) — family (of), often precedes tribal
and town names

Al-Andalus — Muslim Spain and Portugal
Alawite - hereditary dynasty that has ruled
Morocco since the late 17th century

Allah (A) - God

Almohads - puritanical Muslim group

(1147-1269), originally Berber, that arose in
response to the corrupt Almoravid dynasty

Almoravids — Muslim group (1054-1147)
that ruled Spain and the Maghreb

assif (A) - watercourse, river

bab (A) — gate

babouches (F) - traditional leather slippers
banu (A) - see beni

baraka (A) - divine blessing or favour

Barbary - European term used to describe
the North African coast from the 16th to the
19th centuries

ben (A) - (or ibn) son of
bendir (B) - single-headed Berber drum

beni (A) - ‘sons of', often precedes tribal
name (also banu)

Berbers - indigenous inhabitants of North
Africa

borj (A) - fort (literally ‘tower’)
brigade touristique (F) - tourist police
bureau de guide (F) - guides’ office

caid/caliph — town official

caléche - horse-drawn carriage

calle (S) - street

camionette (F) — minivan or pick-up truck

capitol — main temple of Roman town, usu-
ally situated in the forum

caravanserai — large merchants’ inn enclos-
ing a courtyard, providing accommodation
and a marketplace (see also funduq)
chergui (A) - dry, easterly desert wind

Compagnie de Transports Marocaine — CTM;

national bus company
corniche (F) - coastal road
corsair — 18th-century pirate based at Salé

dar (A) - traditional town house with inter-
nal courtyard

i Délégation Régionale du Tourisme - tourist

office

derb (A) - lane or narrow street

djemaa (A) - Friday mosque (also jami’,
Jjemaa and jamaa)

douar (A) - generally used for ‘village' in the
High Atlas

douche (F) - public showers (see hammam)

Eaux et Foréts — government ministry
responsible for national parks

eid (A) - religious festival

Ensemble Artisanal — government handi-
craft shop

erg (A) - sand dunes

fantasia (S) — military exercise featuring a
cavalry charge

faux guides (F) — unofficial or informal
guides

foum (A) - usually the mouth of a river or
valley (from Arabic for ‘mouth’)
frontera (S) - border

funduq (A) - caravanserai (often used to
mean ‘hotel’)

gite, gite d’étape (F) - trekkers' hostel,
sometimes a homestay

gardiens de voitures (F) - car-park
attendants

gare routiére (F) — bus station

i ghassoul (A) - type of clay mixed with
i herbs, dried roses and lavender used in ham-

mams for removing grease and washing hair
glaoua (A) - rug with combination of flat

i weave and deep fluffy pile (also zanafi)
i Gnaoua - bluesy Moroccan musical form

that began with freed slaves in Marrakesh
and Essaouira

i grand taxi (F) — (long-distance) shared taxi

haj (A) - pilgrimage to Mecca, hence haji or

i hajia, a male or female who has made the
: pilgrimage

i halga (A) - street theatre

i hammada (A) - stony desert

hammam (A) - Turkish-style bathhouse
with sauna and massage, also known by the
French word bain (bath) or bain maure (Moor-
ish bath)

hanbel (A) - see kilim

haram (A) - literally ‘forbidden’, the word

is sometimes used to denote a sacred or
forbidden area, such as the prayer room of

i amosque

AYVYSSOT1H IDVNONV1
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Winding Lanes

You could happily spend days in
Morocco’s best medinas - getting
lost, drinking tea and getting lost
again. Magical medinas are found
from Taroudannt to Assilah — here
are some of the most atmospheric.

Inside 19km of ramparts, the theatrical

Djemaa el-Fna (p59) is the Marrakesh
medina’s beating, back-flipping heart. Follow
crazy lanes - or thoroughtares if you forgot
your compass - to sights such as Bahia
Palace.

High in the Rif Mountains, Chefchaouen

medina is painted Andalucian blue, and
terracotta tiles add to the effect. You won't get
horribly lost in this mini-maze (p270).

In Old Fez, every sense absorbs a millen-

nium of history. Even old hands get lost in
this maze of sougs and tanneries (p301) —
you might chance upon a craft museum or a
14th-century medersa (theological seminary).

Europe’s just across the Strait of Gi-

braltar, but it feels a world away among
Tangier medina’s kasbah and sougs (p238).
Spots like Petit Socco have been given a fresh
coat of paint as part of the city's makeover.

Adescendant of the Prophet Mohammed

built the medina (p329) in Fez' criminally
underrated neighbour. Spot balconied houses
in the mellah (Jewish quarter), and watch the
world promenade on the local version of Mar-
rakesh’s Diemaa el-Fna.

y. Marrakesh medina 2. Street football,
ouen medina 3. Passage through Fez medina

Pastel hues in Tangier medina
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Meat & Fish

anchovies
beef
camel
chicken
cod

fish
kidneys
lamb
liver
lobster
meat
sardines
shrimp
sole
tuna
whiting

wahed
fooj
tlata
reb'a
khamsa
setta
seb'a
tmenya
tes'ood
‘ashra
"ashreen
tlateen
reb'een
khamseen
setteen
seb'een
tmaneen
tes'een
mya
myatayn
alf
alfayn

shton
baqree
lehem jemil
farooj/dujaj
lamoori

hut

kelawwi
lehem ghenmee
kebda
laangos
lehem
serdeen
gaimroon
sol

ton

merla

Fruit & Vegetables

apple
apricot
artichoke

teffah
meshmash

gooq

i aubergine Ibdanzhaal

i banana banan/moz
cucumber khiyaar

i dates tmer

figs kermoos

i fruit fakiya

i garlic tooma
grapes ‘eineb
green beans loobeeya

© lentils ‘aads

i lettuce khess

i mushroom fegg'a

i olives zeetoun
onion besla

i orange limoon
peas zelbana bisila
i pomegranate reman

i potatoes batatas

i tomato mataisha tamatim
vegetables khoodar
watermelon dellah

i white beans fasooliya

. Other

i bread khoobz

i butter zebda

i cheese fromaj/jiben
i chips ships

| eggs bayd

oil zit

i pepper filfil/lebzaar
i salt melha
soup shorba
sugar sukur
yogurt zabadee/laban/danoon

{ Emergencies
i Help! "teqnee!
Help me, please! "awennee 'afak!
i Goaway! seer fhalek!
I'm lost. tweddert
i Thief! sheffar!
i I've been robbed. tsreqt
Call the police! "ayyet 'la Ibulees!
i Calladoctor! "ayyet 'la shee tbeeb!
i There's beenan uq'at kseeda!

accident!





content/images/icon-top-choice.png





content/images/11-atlantic-coast-mor10-map.png
fle de

Mogador Q

(15km)

100 km
0 60 miles SPAIN
Tangier
Tangier—Boukha/efAirportG *
Had Gharbiaﬁ'*
Assilah @) Dchar
Souq Tnine de— . O Ghanem
Sidi el-Yamani I
Larache @ €9 Lixus
Moulay x Ksar el-
Bousselhany OKebir
@/ DMsr&ia
ATLANTIC Merdja Zerga—" Bar;ha
- i k el-Arha
OCEAN Lac de Sidi (AT) QSou
Bourhaba du Rharb
Mehdiya Plage- ¢ \"
Plage des Nations ) @ |2 \‘\ Sidi~
Jardins Exotiques 'OKenitra —Kacem
ot palé Volabilis
&
Mohammediao//S'lwdl-063\0'"da (A2} Hhckics O
7 Yahya hemisset
lan A F22) Khemisset
Casablanca@ Q) I( Ben © Merchouch . A\
Moharmed \f 5/ SIMane ;- @@ Rommani 5
Azemmour_— {nlernationa 0 Bettache
El-Jadidag) @ - ~— " = ©0ued-Zem
Sidi Bouzid@? i & OEz-Zhiliga
Moulay Abdallahi®; I %
{ I %, Ain-Leuvh©
. . x O Settat <
(:_“ﬂl'd': LN1) N Bouldouane Khouribga
asooa S—Smm\? ° ° ©Oued-Zem °
% S-Bennour 7 @ Boujad
Khemiso '@ Mechi
Cap Beddouza : T Skhour 735’”3[,’;0“ El Borouj
Lalla Fatna @ | Rehamna@” o
Sidi Bouchta® l‘ (
Saﬁ? O Yogssoufia L
N\ gougucd\;:*&,,{wu Benguérir
Souira @
Kedima (R204)

Khenifra
(.
Fkih-Ban-

Salah

7

Kasba-Tadla
(-]

Q@El-Ksiba
©Beni-Mellal
Oued Tensify [
Kaouki

©OBin-el-Ouidane
O Azilal
J
3
y NS \
c| |chaoule‘\A ﬁ{’a O Marrakesh
Airport

&
o
@Demnate

B
et





content/images/13-taza-mor10-map.png
N






content/images/10-zagora-mor10-map.png
Zagora ® d—=—=u%n

0 Musée des ‘
Arts et Traditiohs

du Valée du Dréa (8km);
Tansikht (30km);

Pharmacy
Zagora

Raha (700m);
Amezrou






content/images/ad-ebook.png
Get the right Lonely Planet
guide for your trip

Mobile Apps
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> City guides
> Audio walking tours
> Audio phrasebooks

For more information

Ebooks
Interactive and
informative,
experience Lonely
Planet guides like
never before

> City and country travel

guides
> Audio phrasebooks

Books
The perfect guides
for any type of trip
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Street Eats

Two Weeks

From hearty mountain tajines to
their delicate seaside counterparts,
food reflects Morocco’s many
environments. On this street-food
tour of Moroccan medinas, let your
tastebuds appreciate the country’s
diversity.

RABAT
Meknes
ATLANTIC
OCEAN
Essaouira
P-x Marrakesh

Agadir Taroudannt

» Head to the Petit Socco in Tangier medina
for brochettes; look out for local variations on
Spanish tapas and paella.

» In the heart of Chefchaouen’s mountain
medina, hawkers circulate the cafes on Plaza
Uta el-Hammam bearing trays of sticky
pastries.

» One Fassi speciality is b'sara (garlic and
butter-bean soup), served in pottery bowls
with a dash of olive oil at hole-in-the-wall
eateries across Fez medina.

» Meknés is perfect for just sipping mint tea
on Place el-Hedim - also good for sardines
and sandwiches.

» Leave the restaurants to the politicos in
Rabat; around the medina, locals queue for
quick eats and vegetable couscous.

From top
1. Sweets souq, Marrakesh 2. Ready-to-eat tajines

H]
H
=
13
&
:
i
£
H

Tangier
%{Chefchmen,,‘
Z

ALGERIA

© SIOVII LINVIJ ATINOT/ INION3HIO ¥3IAITO

» Hit the smoking grills and fresh
orange-juice stands on the Djemaa el-Fna,
Marrakesh, and snack with the square cours-
ing around you.

» Between Essaouira medina and port, the
fish grillers will turn your pick into an outdoor
feast.

» Escape the sanitised tourist eateries at
Sougq al-Had in Agadir, where tajines bubble
next to the fruit-and-veg stalls.

» Put together a picnic with Souss Valley
produce in the Taroudannt sougs.
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Language |

The official language in Morocco is Arabic,
which is used throughout the country. Berber
is spoken in the Rif and Atlas Mountains.
Most Berbers also speak at least some Ara-
bic. French is still regularly used in the cities,

{ WANT MORE?

For in-depth language
nformation and handy
phrases, check out Lonely
Planet’s Moroccan Arabic
Phrasebook. You’ll find it at
shop.lonelyplanet.com, or
you can buy Lonely Planet’s
Phone phrasebooks at the
Apple App Store.

{ pronounced ‘ham-mam’. The apostrophe (')
represents the glottal stop (like the closing
of the throat before saying ‘Oh-oh!"). Other
consonant sounds to keep in mind are:

but much less so among rural Berbers. dh like the 'thin 'this’
gh a throaty sound like the French 'r*
h a strongly whispered 'h’
MOROCCAN ARABIC kh as the 'ch’ in the Scottish loch
Moroccan Arabic (Darija) is a variety of q a strong, throaty 'k’ sound

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), but is so
different from it in many respects as to be
virtually like another language. This is the
everyday spoken language you'll hear when
in Morocco.

All publications and signs, however, are writ-
ten in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), which is
the common written form in all Arabic-speaking
countries. Note though that in Morocco, stan-
dard Western numeric symbols are used rather
than those normally used in Arabic.

In this language guide we've represented
the Arabic phrases with the Roman alphabet
using a simplified pronunciation system. The
vowels are:

Basics

a asin ‘had’ Hello.

aa like the "a’ in ‘father’

ai asin ‘aisle’

ay asin‘day’ Goodbye.

() asin ‘bet’

ee as in ‘beer’, only softer Please.

i asin ‘hit’

o asin ‘note’ Thank you.
%0 asin food. You're welcome.
ow asin *how’

u asin ‘put’ Excuse me.
Note that when double consonants occur in Yes./No.

the pronunciation guides, each consonantis : HOW are you?

pronounced. For example, hammam (bath) is

ine, thank you.

When addressing a man, the polite term
more or less equivalent to ‘Mr’ is aseedee
hortened to see before a name); for women
it's lalla, followed by the first name. To attract
the attention of someone in the street or a
waiter in a cafe,
Note that the abbreviations ‘m/f/pl’ (male/
female/plural) are used where applicable.

the word shreef is used.

|a bes (informal)
bekheer (response)

es salaam alaykum (polite)
wa alaykum salaam
(response)

bessalama/m'a ssalama

‘afak/'afik/'afakum
(said to m/f/pl)

shukran

la shukran 'la wejb
smeh leeya

eeyeh/la

keef halek?

bekheer, lhamdoo llaah
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Deserts &
Oases

Head south from the snowy High Atlas to
see mountains of a different kind, which
will colonise just as much of your camera’s
memory card: the dunes at Erg Chebbi and
Erg Chigaga, respectively rising to 160m and
300m. These are the places to disappear
into the desert, accompanied by a camel
and blue-robed guide, to see the sand sea
by moonlight and sleep in a nomad camp.

Coming from Marrakesh, there are more
accessible glimpses of the desert in the
Dria Valley, where a sign once advised
desert caravans that Timbuktu was only 52
days away, and oases remain the region’s
lifeblood. In Ouarzazate, the desert stretches
to the foot of the Atlas, and palms can
be spotted through slit windows in the
Taourirt Kasbah.

It's all a long way - a day or so by bus -
from the politically charged sammada (flat,
stony desert) in the Western Sahara, en
route to Mauritania.

TOP OASES

» Figuig Seven traditional desert villages
amid 200,000 date palms

» N'Kob Mudbrick castles overlook the
palmeraie (palm grove)

» Skoura The Unesco-protected ‘Oasis of
1000 Palms’

» Afella-Ighir Rocky red gorges tower
above the palms

» Ameln Valley Village palmeraies beneath
Jebel L'Kest

» Tata Treetops are a welcome sight in this.
Saharan outpost

» Paradise Valley Pameraies, oleanders
and beehives line the gorge

Clockwise from top left
1. The dunes of Erg Chebbi 2. Date palms in the Draa
Valley 5. Western Sahara dunes

o s 30 O Asidva
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Hejira - flight of the Prophet from Mecca
to Medina in AD 622; the first year of the
Islamic calendar

ibn (A) - son of (see also ben)

Idrissids — Moroccan dynasty that estab-
lished a stable state in northern Morocco in
the 9th century

iftar (A) — breaking of the fast at sundown
during Ramadan; breakfast (also ftur)

imam (A) — Muslim cleric
Interzone — name coined by author William

Burroughs for the period 1923-56, when
Tangier was controlled by nine countries

irifi (A) — dry, desert wind, also called
chergui

jebel (A) - hill, mountain (sometimes djebel
in former French possessions)

jedid (A) — new (sometimes spelled jdid)

jellaba (A) — popular flowing garment;
men'’s jellabas are usually made from cotton
or wool, while women’s come in light syn-
thetic fabrics

kasbah (A) - fort, citadel; often also the
administrative centre (also gasba)

kif (A) — marijuana

kilim (A) - flat-woven blankets or floor
coverings (also hanbel)

koubba (A) - sanctuary or shrine (see also
marabout)

ksar (A) - fort or fortified stronghold (plural
ksour)

maalems — master artisans

Maghreb (A) - (literally ‘west’) area covered
i dried clay or mud

: piste (F) — unsealed tracks, often requiring
i 4WD vehicles

: place (F) — square, plaza

i plage (F) — beach

| plazas de soberania (S) - ‘Places of sov-

: ereignty’, the name given to the Spanish

i possessions in North Africa.

 pressing (F) - laundry

i Prophet (Mohammed), the — founder of

i Islam, who lived between AD 570 and

medersa (A) - college for teaching theology, AD 632

by Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya

maison d’héte (F) — guesthouse, often a
restored traditional Moroccan house

majoun (A) - sticky paste made of crushed
seeds of the marijuana plant

marabout - holy man or saint; also often
used to describe the mausoleums of
these men

masjid (A) — another name for a mosque,
particularly in a medersa (see also djemaa)

mechouar (A) - royal assembly place

law, Arabic literature and grammar (also
called madrassa)

medina (A) - old city; used to describe the
old Arab parts of modern towns and cities

mellah (A) - Jewish quarter of the medina

Merenids (A) — Moroccan dynasty (1269—
1465), responsible for the construction of
many of Morocco's medersas

mihrab (A) — prayer niche in the wall of a

i mosque indicating the direction of Mecca
i (the gibla)

i minbar (A) - pulpit in mosque; the imam

i delivers the sermon from one of the lower
i steps because the Prophet preached from
i the top step

i moulay (A) - ruler

i Mouloud - Islamic festival celebrating the
i birth of the Prophet

i moussem (A) — pilgrimage to marabout tomb;
i festival in honour of a marabout

muezzin (A) — mosque official who sings the
i call to prayer from the minaret

i mugarna (A) — decorative plasterwork
i musée (F) — museum

i ONMT - Office National Marocain du Tour-
i isme, national tourist body, sometimes
called Délégation Régionale du Tourisme

i ordinaire (F) — less comfortable train,

i slightly slower than a rapide

H oued (A) - river or stream, including dry
; riverbeds (sometimes wad or wadi)

: oulad (A) - sons (of), often precedes tribal
i or town name

palais de justice (F) — law court
: palmeraie (F) — palm grove
i pastilla - a rich, savoury-sweet chicken or

pigeon pie made with fine pastry; a dish of
i layered pastry with cinnamon and almonds

served as dessert at banquets

i pasha - high official in Ottoman Empire
i (also pacha)

: pensi6ne (S) - guesthouse

i petit taxi (F) - local taxi

pisé (F) — building material made of sun-

i qaid (A) - local chief, loose equivalent of
i mayor in some parts of Morocco (also caid)

; qissaria (A) — covered market sometimes
i forming the commercial centre of a medina

i Quran - sacred book of Islam

Ramadan (A) - ninth month of the Muslim
year, a period of fasting
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Shopping

Morocco’s medinas have been
commercial hubs for centuries,

and they remain the best places to
buy everything from craftwork to
carrots. On this mammoth shopping
trip, hit the lanes in search of
medina goodies.

Tangierg,

N

RABATEY _grflfez

4 // Meknes
g;'rrakesn
Essaoiral =
RTaroudannt
Tiznit

» Shop for Riffian woven rugs and blankets in
(P274).

» (p250) medina includes a silver

jewellery bazaar and exotic antique shops.

» Pick up some contemporary art in the arty,

mural-painted (p208) medina

» (p197) medina salesmen are

relatively relaxed. and you can pick up

handicrafts including silks, pottery and carved

wooden furniture.

» (p336) is another low-pressure

medina, where the local speciality is silver

damascene (metalwork with intricate silver

thread),

» (Old Fez; p322) is Morocco's

artisanal capital. Head to the tanneries for

Scarves and crafts in Marrakesh 2. Spices on display
Traditional slippers for sale 4. Tajines in the pottery
souq

]
.
H
g

H
i

leather goods, and converted riads and

fundugs (caravanserais) for carpets; ceramics

are everywhere.

» Berber motifs meet Western styles in
(p86) medina. The sustainable

fashion includes babouches (slippers) made

from flour sacks.

» (p230) is well known for its

palm-fibre raffia work and woodwork; both

are sold throughout the medina.

» Silver jewellery is a speciality of the Souss

Valley’s Chleuh tribe; pick it up in the Souq

Arabe in the (p376) walled

medina

» If you don't find a special silver something

in Taroudannt, (p389) has a dedicated

jewellery souq.

Ve 19N

7
il
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Coastal
Delights

Screeching seagulls, seafood
tajines, Berber fishing villages,
uncrowded beaches, salt-encrusted
ramparts: the Moroccan coast is
an unsung glory. Just as epic as
the well-publicised mountains,

it stretches from Mediterranean
coves and cliffs to anglers’ huts by
the long, empty coastal highway
through the Western Sahara.

Oued Laou

This sleepy fishing village recalls the era

before developers discovered Mediterra-
nean Morocco: blue boats on the beach, fish-
ing nets spread out to dry, a few ramshackle
hotels and empty golden sand.

Essaouira

At Essaouira fishing harbour, gleaming

bream and silvery sardines lie alongside
wide, lat rays, inky-black lobsters, oysters
by the dozen, browny-red crabs and prickly
sea-urchins.

Al-Hoceima
The seaside town of Al-Hoceima sits high
atop cliffs, while the 485-sq-km national
park includes untouched beaches and lime-
stone cliffs backed by great mesas and dry
canyons.

Lagoons

Lagoons and lakes are the best places

to spot migratory birds: from Merja
Zerga (Blue Lagoon) down to Naila Lagoon
in the Khenifiss National Park, both sporting
flamingos.

Assilah
Artists adorn the town's whitewashed
medina walls with colourful murals during
the annual Assilah Festival. Some murals are

huge, others are smaller and brighten alleyway
corners,

Clockwise from top left
‘The ocean meets the desert in the Western Sahara;
Fishing boats in Essaouira; Al-Hoceima’s bay
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People

Moroceo’s population is more complicated
than just Berbers, Arabs and a few French
expats. There’s the Saharawi in the Western
Sahara, and the Berbers are composed of
multiple tribes, their various dialects mostly
beginning with the Berbers’ beloved T. For
example, the Berbers you'll see hauling
Souss Valley produce in Taroudannt’s sougs
helhit-speaking Chleuh.

The country’s medinas are great places
to make the acquaintance of locals. Pretty
much the whole of Morocco passes through
to sell some argan nuts or buy a mosque
alarm clock. Between the milling tourists,
gawking at the pre-Facebook form of
human interaction seen on medina lanes,
you can watch Morocco going about its
daily business. You'll see people engaged
in all sorts of activities, contributing to
the sensory layer cake: hawking fruit and
veg; stuffing mattresses; hurrying to the
medersa; turning a dripping spit; juggling
a mobile-phone debate and a stall teetering
with dates; selecting spices for a hammam-
oven-bound tanjia (slow-cooked stew). Yes,
a lot of what you'll notice will likely relate
to food: navigating medinas like mighty Fez,
inhabited by 150,000 Fassis and countless
donkeys, is hungry work.

If your stomach’s rumblings are drowning
out the call to prayer, stop at one of the
cafes found on every corner. Now you can
join the locals in the most hallowed activity
of all: drinking mint tea and watching the
medina street theatre.

are

Clockwise from top left
1. Saharan camel herder, Er-Rachidia 2. Street scene
outside a Fez mosque 3. Souq stallholder, Marrakesh
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDEBOOK

IT'SREALLY VERY SIMPLE.

UNDERLINED TEXT

LINKS TO OTHER PAGES,
DESTINATIONS AND MAPS

Offline map | Google map

VIEW MAPS ONLINE VIA GOOGLE MAPS,
AND OFFLINE INSIDE THE GUIDEBOOK
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TIPS

7. USE BOOKMARKS TO QUICKLY 7. TOUCH A WORD TO ADD NOTES AND
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» Open‘Settings' g8
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