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No one knew for certain when the trouble started at the Colgan School. Some members of its alumni association blamed the decision to admit girls. Others cited newfangled liberal ideals and a general decline in the respect for elders worldwide. But no matter the theory, no one could deny that, recently, life at the Colgan School was different. 

Oh, its grounds were still perfectly manicured. Three quarters of the senior class were already well on their way to being early-accepted into the Ivy League. Photos of presidents and senators and CEOs still lined the dark-paneled hallway outside the headmasters office. 

But in the old days, no one would ever have declined admission to Colgan on the day before classes started, forcing the administration to scramble to fill the slot. Historically, any vacancy would have been met with a waiting list a mile long, but this year, for some reason, there was only one applicant eager to enroll at that late date. 

Most of all, there had been a time when honor meant something at the Colgan School, when school property was respected, when the faculty was reveredwhen the headmasters mint-condition 1958 Porsche Speedster would never have been placed on top of the fountain in the quad with water shooting out of its headlights on an unusually warm evening in November. 

There had been a time when the girl responsiblethe very one who had lucked into that last-minute vacancy only a few months beforewould have had the decency to admit what shed done and quietly taken her leave of the school. But unfortunately, that era, much like the headmasters car, was finished. 

Two days after Porsche-gate, as the students had taken to calling it, the girl in question had the nerve to sit in the hallway of the administration building beneath the black-and-white stare of three senators, two presidents, and a Supreme Court justice, with her head held high, as if shed done nothing wrong. 

More students than usual filed down the corridor that day, going out of their way to steal a glance and whisper behind cupped hands. 

Thats her. 

Shes the one I was telling you about. 

How do you think she did it? 

Any other student might have flinched in that bright spotlight, but from the moment Katarina Bishop set foot on the Colgan campus, shed been something of an enigma. Some said shed gained her last-minute slot because she was the daughter of an incredibly wealthy European businessman who had made a very generous donation. Some looked at her perfect posture and cool demeanor, rolled her first name across their tongues, and assumed that she was Russian royaltyone of the last of the Romanovs. 

Some called her a hero; others called her a freak. 

Everyone had heard a different story, but no one knew the truththat Kat really had grown up all over Europe, but she wasnt an heiress. That she did, in fact, have a Faberg egg, but she wasnt a Romanov. Kat herself could have added a thousand rumors to the mill, but she stayed quiet, knowing that the only thing no one would believe was the truth. 

Katarina? the headmasters secretary called. The board will see you now. 

Kat rose calmly, but as she stepped toward the open door twenty feet from the headmasters office, she heard her shoes squeak; she felt her hands tingle. Every nerve in her body seemed to stand on end as she realized that somehow, in the last three months, she had become someone who wore squeaky shoes. 

That, whether she liked it or not, they were going to hear her coming. 

Kat was used to looking at a room and seeing all the angles, but shed never seen a room quite like this before. 

Though the hallway outside was long and straight, this room was round. Dark wood surrounded her; dim lights hung from a low ceiling. It felt to Kat almost like a cave, except for a tall, slim window where a narrow beam of sunlight came pouring in. Suddenly, Kat found herself reaching out, wanting to run her hands through the rays. But then someone cleared his throat, a pencil rolled across a desk, and Kats shoes squeaked again, bringing her back to the moment. 

You may sit down. 

The voice came from the back of the room, and at first Kat didnt know whod spoken. Like the voice, the faces before her were unfamiliar: the twelve on her right were wrinkle-free and freshstudents just like her (or as much like her as a Colgan student could possibly be). The twelve people on her left had hair that was a little thinner, or makeup that was a little heavier. But regardless of age, all the members of the Colgan School Honor Board were wearing identical black robes and impassive expressions as they watched Kat walk to the center of the circular room. 

Sit, Ms. Bishop, Headmaster Franklin said from his place in the front row. He looked especially pale in his dark robe. His cheeks were too puffy, his hair too styled. He was the sort of man, Kat realized, who probably wished he were as fast and sporty as his car. And then, despite everything, Kat grinned a little, imagining the headmaster himself propped up in the middle of the quad, squirting water. 

As Kat took her seat, the senior boy beside the headmaster rose and announced, The Colgan School Honor Board shall come to order. His voice echoed around the room. All who wish to speak shall be heard. All who wish to follow the light shall see. All who wish to seek justice shall find the truth. Honor for one, the boy finished, and before Kat could really process what shed heard, twenty-four voices chorused, Honor for all. 

The boy sat and ruffled through the pages of an old leather-bound book until the headmaster prodded, Jason . . . 

Oh. Yeah. Jason picked up the heavy book. The Colgan School Honor Board will hear the case of Katarina Bishop, sophomore. The committee will hear testimony that on the tenth of November, Ms. Bishop did willfully . . . um . . . steal personal property. Jason chose his words carefully, while a girl in the second row stifled a laugh. 

That by committing this act at two a.m., she was also in violation of the school curfew. And that Ms. Bishop willfully destroyed school artifacts. Jason lowered the book and pauseda little more dramatically than necessary, Kat thoughtbefore he added, According to the Colgan Code of Honor, these charges are punishable by expulsion. Do you understand the charges as they have been read to you? 

Kat took a moment to make sure the board really did want her to respond before she said, I didnt do it. 

The charges. Headmaster Franklin leaned forward. The question, Ms. Bishop, was whether you understood the charges. 

I do. Kat felt her heartbeat change rhythm. I just dont agree with them. 

I the headmaster started again, but a woman to his right touched his arm lightly. 

She smiled at Kat as she said, Headmaster, I seem to remember that in matters such as this, its customary to take the students full academic history into account. Perhaps we should begin with a review of Ms. Bishops record? 

Oh. The headmaster seemed to deflate a bit. Well, thats quite right, Ms. Connors, but since Ms. Bishop has only been with us a few months, she has no record to speak of. 

But surely this is not the first school the young woman has attended? Ms. Connors asked, and Kat bit back a nervous laugh. 

Well, yes, the headmaster admitted grudgingly. Of course. And we tried to contact those schools, but there was a fire at Trinity that destroyed the entire admissions office and most of their records. And the Bern Institute experienced a terrible computer crash last summer, so weve had a very difficult time finding . . . things. 

The headmaster looked at Kat as if disasters must follow wherever she went. Ms. Connors, on the other hand, looked impressed. Those are two of the finest schools in Europe. 

Yes, maam. My father, he . . . does a lot of work there. 

What do your parents do? 

As Kat searched the second row for the girl whod posed the question, she started to ask exactly why her parents occupations mattered. But then she remembered that Colgan was the kind of place where who your parents were and what they did always seemed to matter. 

My mother died when I was six. 

A few people gave a slight sigh at this, but Headmaster Franklin pressed on. And your father? he asked, unwilling to let a conveniently deceased mother swing any sympathy votes Kats way. What does he do? 

Art, Kat said simply, carefully. He does a lot of things, but he specializes in art. 

At this, the head of the fine arts department perked up. Collecting? the man asked. 

Again Kat had to fight back a smile. More like . . . distribution. 

Interesting though this may be, Headmaster Franklin interrupted, it does not pertain to . . . the matter at hand. Kat could have sworn hed stopped himself from saying to my convertible. 

No one responded. The only motion in the room was the dust that still danced in the narrow beam of falling light. Finally, Headmaster Franklin leaned forward and narrowed his eyes. Kat had seen lasers with less focus as the headmaster snapped: Ms. Bishop, where were you on the night of November tenth? 

In my room. Studying. 

On a Friday night? You were studying? The headmaster glanced at his colleagues as if that were the most outrageous lie any Colgan student had ever dared to utter. 

Well, Colgan is an exceptionally difficult institution. I have to study. 

And you didnt see anyone? Jason asked. 

No, I 

Oh, but someone saw you, didnt they, Ms. Bishop? Headmaster Franklins voice was cold and sharp. We have cameras monitoring the grounds. Or didnt you know? he asked with a chuckle. 

But of course Kat knew about the cameras. She suspected she knew more about every aspect of Colgan security than the headmaster did, but she didnt think this was the appropriate time to say so. There were too many witnesses. Too much was at stake. And, besides, the headmaster was already smiling triumphantly and dimming the lights with a remote control. Kat had to twist in her chair to see a section of the round wall sliding aside, revealing a large TV. 

This young woman bears a striking resemblance to you, does she not, Ms. Bishop? As Kat watched the grainy black-and-white video, she recognized the quad, of course, but she had never seen the person who was running across it wearing a black hooded sweatshirt. 

Thats not me. 

But the dormitory doors were only opened once that nightat 2:27 a.m.using a student identification card. This card. Kats stomach flipped as the single-worst picture she had ever taken appeared on the screen. This is your Colgan student I.D., is it not, Ms. Bishop? 

Yes, but 

And thisHeadmaster Franklin reached beneath his seatwas found during a search of your belongings. The personalized license plateCOLGAN-1seemed to glow as he held it above his head. 

It felt to Kat as though all the air had left the dim room as a strange feeling swept over her. After all, accused she could handle; wrongly accused was entirely new territory. 

Katarina? Ms. Connors asked, as if begging Kat to prove them wrong. 

I know that seems like a lot of very convincing evidence, Kat said, her mind working, gears spinning. Maybe too much evidence? I mean, would I really use my own I.D. if Id done it? 

So since there is evidence that you did it, that should prove that you didnt do it? Even Ms. Connors sounded skeptical. 

Well, Kat said, Im not stupid. 

The headmaster laughed. Oh, well, how would you have done it? He was mocking herbaiting heryet Kat couldnt help but think about the answer: 

There was a shortcut behind Warren Hall that was closer and darker and completely void of cameras. . . . 

The doors wouldnt need an I.D. to open if you had enough Bubblicious to cover the sensor on your way out. . . . 

If youre going to pull a prank of that nature, you dont do it the night before a morning when the maintenance staff will be awake long before the students. . . . 

Headmaster Franklin smiled smugly, relishing her silence, as if he were so smart. 

But Kat had already learned that people at Colgan were frequently wronglike when her Italian teacher had said that Kats accent would always make her stand out on the streets of Rome (even though Kat had already passed for a Franciscan nun during a particularly difficult job in Vatican City). She thought about how silly her History of Art teacher had sounded when shed waxed poetic about seeing the Mona Lisa (when Kat knew for a fact that the Louvres original had been replaced with a fake in 1862). 

Kat had learned quite a lot of things before enrolling at the Colgan Schoolbut the thing that she knew best was that this was the kind of place where she could never share them. 

I dont know about Trinity or Bern or any of those European schools, young lady, but at the Colgan School we follow the rules. The headmasters fist banged the table. We respect the property of others. We adhere to the honor code of this institution and the laws of this country. 

But Kat already knew about honor. Shed grown up with her own set of rules. And the first rule of Katarina Bishops family was simple: Dont get caught. 

Katarina, Ms. Connors said, do you have anything to add that might explain this? 

Kat could have said, Thats not me or There must be some kind of mistake. The great irony was that if this had been an ordinary con, she could have lied her way through it without a second thought. But the truth? That, she wasnt so good at. 

Her I.D. badge had been duplicated. The license plate had been planted in her room. Someone had dressed like her and made sure they were caught on camera. 

Shed been framed. And Kat didnt dare say what she was thinking: that whoever had done it, they were very, very good. 

Kats bags were packed in twenty minutes. She might have lingered, saying her good-byes, but there were no good-byes to say. And so, after three months at Colgan, Kat couldnt help but wonder if the day she got expelled from boarding school might become the proudest moment of her familys long and colorful past. She imagined everyone sitting around Uncle Eddies kitchen table years from now, telling about the time little Katarina stole a whole other life and then walked away without a trace. 

Well, almost, Kat thought as she carried her bags past the once-perfect lawn. Ruts still tracked to and from the mangled fountain in the center of the quad: a muddy reminder that would no doubt last until spring. 

She heard laughter coming from behind her, and turned. A group of eighth grade boys was standing together, whispering, until one bravely broke away from the pack. 

Uh . . . he started, then glanced back at his friends, summoning courage. We were wondering . . . um. Howd you do it? 

A stretch limo pulled through the ornate gates and up to the curb. The trunk popped open. As the driver started for her bags, Kat looked at the boys and then back at Colgan one final time. That is an excellent question. 

The bells chimed. Students hurried between classes, across the quad. And as Kat crawled into the backseat of the limo, she couldnt help feeling slightly sad, or as sad as anyone could feel about losing something that wasnt rightfully theirs to begin with. She leaned back and sighed, Well, I guess thats over. 

And it would have been . . . if another voice hadnt said, Actually, its just beginning. 
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Kat jumped. In the dim light, she hadnt noticed the figure sitting at the other end of the limos bench, smiling back at her. 

Hale? she asked as if the boy might be an imposter. But then a very different question crossed her mind. Hale, what are you doing here? 

I thought you might need a ride. 

The headmasters office called me a car. 

He shrugged, indifferent but amused. And here I am in a submarine. 

As the limo pulled out of the schools circular driveway, Hale turned and looked out the window. Kat watched him take in the grounds, a faint smile on his lips as if there were no place on earth he really had to be. Kat sometimes wondered if that kind of self-assurance was something only very old money could buy. Then she wondered if it was something you could steal. 

Hale waved as the gates of the Colgan School faded into the distance. Good-bye, Colgan! He turned to her. Hello, Kitty Kat. 

Hale, how did you know I was . . . 

But Kat didnt finish. Suddenly, she wasnt in the back of a limoshe was sitting on a hard chair, staring at the black-and-white surveillance footage of someone in a hooded sweatshirt running across the quad. She was looking at the image of her own student I.D. magnified on a TV screen. She was watching Headmaster Franklin hold a crumpled vanity plate above his head for all to see. 

Hale, Kat sighed. The headmasters car? Really? Thats not too clichd for you? 

What can I say? He shrugged. Im an old-fashioned guy. Besides, its a classic for a reason. He leaned against the window. Its good to see you, Kat. 

Kat didnt know what to say. Its good to see you too? Thanks for getting me kicked out? Is it possible youve gotten even hotter? I think I might have missed you? 

So instead she settled on, Did my father put you up to this? 

Hale exhaled a quick laugh and shook his head. He hasnt returned my calls since Barcelona. He leaned closer and whispered, I think he might still be mad at me. 

Yeah, well, that makes two of us. 

Hey, Hale snapped. We all agreed that that monkey seemed perfectly well trained at the time. 

Kat simply shook her head. You got me kicked out, Hale. 

He grinned and gave a slow bow. Youre welcome. 

You trashed the headmasters car. 

W. W. Hale the Fourth bought that car for Headmaster Franklin, or didnt they mention that? Granted, it was to make up for a fire that W. W. Hale the Fifth allegedly started in the eighth gradebefore they suggested that all current and future W. W. Hales continue their educations elsewherewhich worked out just as well since Im at the Knightsbury Institute now. 

Ive never heard of it. 

My father got a letter just last week telling him that I have become a model student. 

Congratulations, Kat said, doubting it. 

Yeah, well, Im the only student. He grinned a very Hale-like grin. Of course, the downside of attending a fictional school is that our lacrosse team sucks. Anyway, if the Colgan School wanted to be technical about it, I trashed my car. 

She studied W. W. Hale the Fifth. He looked older than sixteen, with messy light brown hair and golden skin, and a first name that, despite two years of effort, Kat had never learned. 

I doubt theyd see it that way, Wesley ? she guessed. 

Hale smiled. Not. Even. Close. 

So far Kat had been through all the Was she could think of, but Hale hadnt admitted to being Walter or Ward or Washington. Hed firmly denied both Warren and Waverly. Watson had prompted him to do a very bad Sherlock Holmes impersonation throughout a good portion of a train ride to Edinburgh, Scotland. And Wayne seemed so wrong that she hadnt even tried. 

Hale was Hale. And not knowing what the Ws stood for had become a constant reminder to Kat that, in life, there are some things that can be given but never stolen. 

Of course, that didnt stop her from trying. 

So, how long before you broke into the student records office? Hale asked. A week? Kat felt her cheeks go red. But you didnt find anything on me, did you? He raised an eyebrow. Kat, he sighed her name. That is so sweet. And innocent. Naive looks good on you. 

Dont get used to it. 

He shook his head. Oh, I wont. 

The whisperlike purr of the engine filled the car as it snaked through the countryside. 

Whyd you do it, Hale? 

You dont belong in that place. 

Whyd you do it? she asked again, her patience wearing thin. Im not joking, Hale. 

Neither am I, Kat. 

Youve got 

A job for you, Hale said. And only you, he added before she could protest. 

The hills were growing steeper. Leaves scattered in the wind, and in the distance, the sun glistened off a lake. But Kat didnt take her eyes off Hale as she said, I dont want a job. 

Youll want this one. 

Im out of the family business. Or havent you heard? 

Fine. Hale crossed his arms and sank deeper into the seat. He leaned his head back and closed his eyes. Kat could have sworn he was already half asleep when he asked, But are you out of the family? 
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Of all the houses the Hale family owned, W. W. Hale the Fifths favorite wasnt the penthouse on Park Avenue (too pretentious), or the flat in Hong Kong (too noisy), or even the mansion on Marthas Vineyard (entirely too much sand). No, the youngest Hale was only truly fond of the old, six-hundred-acre estate in rural New York. At least, that was the only place where Kat had ever heard him say . . . 

Were home. 

The foyer was two stories tall and stretched in front of them for at least thirty feet. Hale walked ahead of her, hurrying past the Monet in the hall as if that would keep her from noticing itor stealing it. He gestured toward the stairs. Marcus put you in the blue room. You can go upstairs if you want. Or we can go out to the veranda and have Marcus bring you something to eat. Are you hungry? I didnt even ask. Do you want 

I want you to tell me whats going on. 

After hours of watching the New England countryside roll by, and listening to Hale snore, Kat was finished with plotting and strategizing how to get her boarding school life back. She was out of options, so she called upon every thiefs oldest and most trusted method for getting what she wants: Ask nicely. 

Please, Hale. 

But he didnt answer. He was too busy walking down the main hall, guiding Kat into a dim room that she had never seen before. Moonlight cascaded through the windows that lined one wall. There were bookshelves and leather sofas, brandy decanters and the stale smell of old cigars and even older money. There was no doubt in Kats mind that it was an important room. For important men. And yet Kat brushed past Hale without a second thought . . . until she saw the painting. 

Stepping toward it was like approaching a window into another country, another century. She studied the rich colors and strong brushstrokes. Its beautiful, she whispered, staring at the work of an Old Master in the moonlight. 

Its Vermeer. 

Kat turned to the boy who lingered in the doorway. Its stolen. 

What can I say? Hale eased behind her and studied the painting over her shoulder. I met a very nice man who bet me that he had the best security system in Istanbul. His breath was warm on the back of her neck. He was mistaken. 

Kat stayed perfectly still as Hale walked to the desk in the far corner of the massive room, picked up a telephone and said, Marcus, were home. Could you get some Yeah. The library. He held his hand over the receiver. Do you like corned beef? Kat glared at him, but he only smiled. She loves it! he exclaimed. He hung up and collapsed onto one of the leather sofas as if he owned the place, which, Kat had to remind herself, he did. 

So, Hale said with a slow, easy grin, did you miss me? 

A good thief is always a great liar. Its part of the skill set, the tools, the craft. And at that moment, Kat thought it was probably a very good thing shed walked away from the life, because when she said, No, Hale just smiled wider. 

It really is good to see you, Kat. 

You might want to remember who I am before you try to con me. 

No. Hale shook his head. You might want to remember who you are. You want to go back to Colgan, is that it? After I saved you from that place? 

Colgan wasnt so bad. I could have been normal at Colgan. 

Hale laughed. Trust me: you would never have been normal at Colgan. 

I could have been happy at Colgan. 

They kicked you out, Kat. 

Because you framed me! 

Hale shrugged. Fair enough. He stretched his arms over the back of the couch. I sprung you because Ive got a message for you. 

Doesnt your family own a cell phone company? 

Only a little one. He held his fingers an inch apart to illustrate his point. Besides, its more of a face-to-face kind of message. 

I thought my dad wasnt speaking to . . . She trailed off. Hale shook his head. And suddenly Kat understood everything a little better. She dropped onto the couch opposite him and asked, So how is Uncle Eddie? 

Hes good. Hale nodded. He sends his love. He says the Colgan School will rob you of your soul. She started to protest, but Hale stopped her. But thats not the message. 

Hale, Kat exhaled, growing weary. 

Kat, Hale mimicked. Do you want to hear Uncle Eddies message or not? 

Yes. 

He says hes got to give them back. 

What? Kat was sure she hadnt heard correctly. Uncle Eddies got to give what 

No. That is the message. And I quote. Hes got to give them back. 

Kat shook her head. I dont understand. 

There was a job, Kat. A week ago. In Italy. 

I havent heard about any jobs, Kat insisted before remembering that shed been out of the world. The loop. The life. She knew what the Colgan cafeteria was serving every day this month, but this . . . 

Private collection, Hale continued. Very high-end paintings. Very high security. Very high risk. Twomaybe threecrews in the world could have done it, and 

My dads at the top of the list? 

Hale shook his head. There is no list. Theres just 

Dad. Kat sat for a moment, thinking, then sighed. So? she asked. Suddenly it all seemed preposterous. So what? This is what he does, Hale. This is what we all do. What makes this time any different? 

She stood and started for the door, but in a flash, Hale was standing; his hand was around her wrist. 

Its different because its different, Kat. This guythis guy with the paintingshes a bad guy. 

Im Bobby Bishops daughter, Hale. I know a lot of bad guys. 

She tried to pull away, but Hales chest was pressed against hers. His hands were warm against her skin. There was a new urgency in his voice as he whispered, Listen to me, Kat. Hes not a bad guy like your dad and Uncle Eddie are bad guys. He took a deep breath. Like Im a bad guy. This guy? His names Arturo Taccone, and hes a whole different kind of bad. 

In the two years since shed met him, Kat had seen Hale wear a lot of expressions: playful, intrigued, bored. But she had never seen him scared before, and that, more than anything, made her shiver. 

He wants his paintings back. Hales voice was softer now. The hard edge had left him, and something else had settled in its place. If he doesnt have them in two weeks, then . . . Hale obviously didnt want to say what came next, which was just as well. Kat didnt want to hear it. 

As she dropped back onto the sofa, Kat couldnt remember the last time shed been speechless. Then again, she also couldnt remember the last time shed been framed for a crime she didnt commit, kicked out of a boarding school that it had taken her three whole months to con her way into, and then, technically, kidnapped by a guy who could buy a Monet and yet couldnt resist stealing a Vermeer. Speechless seemed okay under the circumstances. 

My dad used to be more careful than this, she said softly. 

Your dad used to have you. 

Kat ate her corned beef sandwich. She drank some lemonade. 

She was aware, faintly, of Hale watching her, but that was only because he was Hale, and the part of Kat that made her a girl wouldnt let her forget that he was in the room. Otherwise, she was as quiet as a church mouse. She would have made her family proud. 

An hour later Marcus was leading Kat up the sweeping staircase, and Kat was staring, trying to guess whether the silver-haired man was closer in age to fifty or eighty. She was listening, trying to determine whether his accent was more Scottish than Welsh. But most of all, Kat was wondering why Marcus was the only servant she had ever seen orbiting around Planet Hale. 

Ive taken the liberty of putting you in Mrs. Hales room, miss. 

Marcus opened a wide set of double doors, and Kat started to protestthe mansion had fourteen bedrooms, after all. But then Marcus switched on the lights, and Kat breathed in the stale air of a room that was clean but neglected. It had a king-size bed, a chaise lounge, and at least twenty silk-covered pillows, all in varying shades of blue. It was beautiful but sad, Kat thought. It needed to feel a beating heart. 

If there is anything you need, miss, Marcus told her from the door, Im number seven on the house phone. 

No, Kat mumbled. I mean, yes. I mean . . . I dont need anything. Thank you. 

Very well, miss, he said, reaching for the doors. 

Marcus? She stopped him. Have Hales parents . . . I mean Mr. and Mrs. Hale . . . How long will they be away? Kat asked, wondering which was sadder: having parents whove died or ones whove simply floated away. 

The lady of the house will not be needing the room, miss. 

Are you ever going to call me Kat, Marcus? 

Not today, miss. He repeated softly, Not today. 

He closed the door, and Kat listened to his footsteps receding down the long hallway. She lay down on Hales mothers empty bed, the duvet cover cold against her skin. She felt very much alone in that big room, thinking about her dad and Uncle Eddie, about Porsche Speedsters and Monet. 

Hours passed. Her thoughts blended together until they were like an Impressionist painting, and Kat knew she was too close to see anything plainly. She thought about crime, as she so often had in her fifteen yearsever since the day her father had told her hed buy her ice cream if she would scream, and keep screaming until one of the guards outside the Tower of London left his post to see what was wrong. 

She heard Hales words: He used to have you. 

Kat jumped from the bed and rifled through her bags until she found her passport. She flipped it open and saw the name Melanie OHara beside a picture of herself in a red wig. She dug again, flipped open another cover: Erica Sampson, a slender blonde. Three more tries yielded three more memories, until Kat found . . . herself. 

She tucked those other girls away. For now. Then she picked up the phone and dialed. Marcus? 

Yes, miss, he replied, seeming too alert for four a.m. 

I think I may need to leave. 

Of course, miss. If youll look by the phone, youll see Ive already taken the liberty. . . . 

Then Kat saw itan envelope. A plane ticket. Eight a.m. first class to Paris. 
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Kat used to love Paris. She remembered being there with her parentseating croissants, visiting a pyramid, and carrying six red balloons. It wasnt until years later that she realized it hadnt been a fun family outingthat actually theyd been casing the Louvre at the time. Still, the memories made her smile as she bought a pastry from her fathers favorite caf and carried it outside into the chilly wind. She shivered a little and wished shed brought a warmer coat. Across the busy square, she saw the shop where her mother had bought her a pair of bright red patent leather shoes for Christmas. She wished a lot of things. 

I know Uncle Eddie says hes in Paris, but it might take a day or two to find him, shed told Marcus as he dropped her off at the airport. 

Of course, miss, Marcus had said in a way that implied that he knew better; and somehow, as always, Marcus was right. 

Bobby Bishops name and address and phone number might be constantly changing, but Kat knew her father, and that, it turned out, was enough to track him down. 

He was half a block away when she spotted him. The faintest hint of gray was settling into his dark hair, but it was still thick and slightly curly. He took long strides and kept the collar of his dark cashmere coat turned up against the wind as he walkednot too slow, not too fastamong the crowd. 

Kat hurried back inside, bought a black coffee, and took the steaming cup outside, expecting to see himto watch him stop in surprise at the sight of her. But when she returned to the street and scanned the crowd for his face and that familiar gait, he was gone. Had he passed her by? For a second she worried that she might not find him again. Or worse, that she might find him too late. 

She set off in the direction hed been going, and was about to call his name, when, on instinct, she stopped and turned around. There, in the center of the square, she saw him standing amid a large group of tourists, listening to a guide who was lecturing at the fountains edge. 

Her father didnt seem to notice her weaving through the hordes of tourists and scavenging pigeons. There were no hugs or cries of hello when she stepped up beside him. 

I hope thats for me, her father said, but his gaze never left the man who was speaking to the group in rapid Russian. 

Kat didnt know whether to feel annoyed or impressed by his casual toneas if this were a standing date, and hed been expecting her all along. 

She handed him his coffee, watched him wrap cold hands around the warm cup. No gloves? she asked. 

He smiled and sipped. Not on my day off. 

Thieves arent supposed to want too muchwhich is ironic, but true. Never live anyplace you cant walk away from. Never own anything you cant leave behind. These were the laws of Kats lifeof Kats world. As she watched her father sip hot coffee and sneak smiles at her over the top of the cup, she knew that, strictly speaking, no thief is ever supposed to love anything as much as she loved him. 

Hi, Daddy. 

Nearby, church bells started to ring. Pigeons scattered. And her father glanced at her from the corner of his eye and said, I know the Colgan School is good, honey, but Paris seems an awfully long way to come for a field trip. 

Yeah, I know, but its fall break. Kat didnt want to know why lying to her father was far easier than telling her headmaster the truth. I wanted to see how you were doing. 

Another sip. Another smile. But this time he didnt meet her eyes. You wanted to see if the rumors were true, he said, and Kat felt her face burn in the cold wind. So, who told? her father asked. Uncle Eddie? Hale? He shook his head and spoke through gritted teeth. Im gonna kill that kid. 

It wasnt his fault. 

Like Barcelona wasnt his fault? 

Yeah, well . . . Kat heard herself repeating Hales words: We all agreed that that monkey seemed perfectly well trained at the time. 

Her father scoffed. 

Dad 

Sweetheart, would you believe me if I said I didnt pull any jobs in Italy last week? The bells stopped, and the guide resumed his lecture. Kats father glanced around the square and lowered his voice. If I said I had an airtight alibi? 

You have an alibi? Kat asked. You swear? 

Her fathers eyes glowed. On a Gutenberg Bible. 

You can prove it? 

Well, he hesitated. Its a little more complicated than . . . But then he trailed off and the crowd shifted, revealing a newsstandheadlines calling out in black and white: Nouveaux Pistes Dans le Vol de Galerie: La Police Dit Que les Arrestations Sont en Vue. 

Dad, Kat said slowly, you dont happen to know anything about that gallery that was robbed last week, do you? His smile was part pride, part mischief, and yet he didnt face her. He didnt say a single word. So you didnt do a big job in Italy last week because on the night in question you were doing a little job in Paris? 

He blew on the steaming coffee, then whispered, I told you it was a good alibi. He took a small sip. Of course the work wasnt quite up to my usual standardsyou know my best assistant left me recently? He shook his head and drew an exaggerated breath. Good help is so hard to find. 

One of the Russian ladies hissed, warning them to be quiet, and Kat started to feel claustrophobic. She wanted someplace private. She wanted someplace she could yell. Then suddenly Kat found herself wondering . . . 

Dad, if the job was last week, why are you still in Paris? 

As he paused mid-sip, Kat couldnt help but think that the thief had been caught, busted. The father, on the other hand, just seemed proud of his little girl. 

Sweetie, lets just say possession is nine tenths of the law, so right now Im not as guilty as I might like to be. 

Dad . . . She stared up at her father, not quite sure she wanted to know the answer to her next question: Whered you stash them? 

It, he corrected, is someplace safe. 

Someplace lonely? 

No. Her father chuckled. Unfortunately, at the moment, it has plenty of friends. 

He continued to smile, but something about the way his eyes kept darting around the square made Kat worry. 

Then maybe you should leave it there, Kat suggested. 

He rocked on his heels, but didnt meet her gaze. Now what would be the fun in that? He smiled wider, and Kat could have sworn she saw one of the Russian women swoon a little at the sight. A pair of teenage girls were whispering and giggling in their direction, but as far as Kat could tell, there was only one woman on the square who dared to openly stare. Perhaps she was too beautifultoo self-assuredto care who saw her looking. And yet this gorgeous, dark-haired womans unwavering eyes made Kat feel strange. 

Watching women checking out my dad is creepy, you know? 

Sweethearther fathers voice was steadysometimes it cant be helped. 

He was teasing, Kat thought. Wasnt he? But as they started to follow the tour group to the steps of a nearby church, Kat still felt the staring, as if someone were watching her every move. 

Kat pulled a tiny camera from her purse and scanned the crowd. A man sat beneath an umbrella at a sidewalk caf, not eating. She zoomed in on two men who lingered on a bench at the corner of the square, and recognized the plain clothes, bad shoes, and haggard look of a surveillance team five days into a job. And finally, Kat studied the woman standing at the edge of the square, staring at her father, who had barely met Kats eyes since shed found him. 

So who are your friends? She turned back and sighed. Local cops? 

Interpol, actually. 

Nice, Kat said, drawing out the word. 

I thought youd be impressed. 

Its every little girls dream, she said. Interpol surveillance. And kittens. 

The church bells started to chime again. A bus pulled to a stop in front of them, blocking their view of the square, sheltering them from prying eyes, and in that split second, Kats father reached for her, gripping her shoulders. Look, Kat. I dont want you to worry about this thingthis Italy thing. No ones going to hurt me. This guy doesnt care about me. He cares about his paintings, and I dont have them, so . . . He shrugged. 

He thinks you have them. 

But I dont, he said in that no-nonsense kind of way that all good fathers and great thieves are born with. Ive got a twenty-four-hour tail and a solid alibi. Trust me, Kat. Taccone isnt going to come for me. 

She almost believed him. She wondered if he believed it himself. But Kat had learned at a very young age that thieves live and die based on perceptionher whole life was a lesson in sleight of hand. If someone thought her father had the paintings, then the truth wasnt going to save him. 

Youve got to talk to him, Kat pleaded. Or hide, or run, or 

Give it till the end of the week, Kat. Hell turn over enough rocks, and enough things will crawl out that hell figure out the truth. 

Dad she started, but it was too late. The bus was moving and her father was already pulling away, his lips barely moving as he said, So where does your school think you are right now? Do you need me to write you a note? 

You already did, Kat lied. It was faxed directly to Headmaster Franklin from your London office yesterday morning. 

Thats my girl, he whispered, and the previous unpleasant conversation seemed a million years ago. Now go on, get back to school. 

Kat stalled, not knowing whether she should admit to him that shed been kicked outthat the biggest job shed ever pulled had just blown up in her faceor whether to let the con live on. 

Do they give you a winter break at the Colgan School? His gaze was locked on the guide at the front of the group. I was thinking about Cannes for Christmas. 

Cannes for Christmas, Kat echoed softly. 

Or maybe Madrid? he asked. 

Kat held back a grin and whispered, Surprise me. 

Kat. His voice stopped her. She even risked looking at him, framed by the ancient church and cobblestone square. I dont suppose you can help your old man out? 

Kat smiled and started through the crowd, clutching her camera, just another tourist. When she saw a pair of Paris cops and shouted, Excuse me! she sounded like an ordinary girl on the verge of panic. She had a death grip on her purse and looked utterly helpless as she rushed toward them. Excuse me, officer! 

Yes? one of the cops said in accented English. Is something wrong? 

Those men! Kat screamed, pointing at the two plainclothes Interpol officers who had left the caf and were now chatting with their colleague on the bench. They tried to get me to . . . Kat trailed off. The cops looked impatient but intrigued. 

Yes? 

They . . . Kat gestured for one of the cops to come closer, then whispered in his ear. In a flash, both men were pushing through the crowd. 

Vous l! the cop called to the surveillance team in rapid French. Vous l! Arrtez! The Interpol officers were almost to the fountain when the cops called again. Arrtez-moi disent! 

The men tried to pull away, but it was too late. People were staring. The cops were bearing down. French obscenities were flying. Pockets were searched and I.D.s were studied, and through it all, the pigeons kept scavenging, the bells kept ringing. 

And Kat knew that her father was already gone. 

She turned her back on the chaos, ready for a taxi and a long, quiet plane ride over the Atlantic. But suddenly, someone grasped her arms. She heard a car door open behind her, and for the second time in two days, she found herself in the back of a limo, greeted by another unexpected voice. 

Hello, Katarina. 
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