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Praise for Bernard Cornwell

“One of today’s truly great storytellers.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Consistently exciting … the history is brilliantly realized … These are wonderful novels!”

—Stephen King on the Sharpe series

“Cornwell [is] the master of historically informed, well-crafted plots.”

—The Boston Globe

“Bernard Cornwell is taking the popular historical novel to ever greater heights.”

—Sunday Telegraph

“One of the finest authors of military historical fiction today.”

—Washington Times

“Cornwell is certainly a step above most of the interpreters of myth. These three books … are worthy companions to Mary Stewart’s brilliant Arthurian series.”

—USA Today on The Warlord Chronicles

“As a chronicler of battles, Bernard Cornwell has few equals. … The [Sharpe] adventures became a tour de force that we supposed Cornwell would never surpass—until The Warlord Chronicles”

—Christine Barker, Birmingham Post

“Cornwell strips the myths of their romance, but in so doing he recaptures their true potency.”

—The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction

“Be prepared—this is not your parents’ Camelot. … If you revel in excellent writing, strong characterization, vivid imagination, and most of all, the possibility that Arthur could have existed and wonder what his era would really have been like, then this is a tale for you.”

—Bookwire on Enemy of God


And for The Winter King

“A fantastic revision of the standard Arthurian legend. … The first volume of The Warlord Chronicles will leave readers clamoring for the next.”

—Booklist

“The strength of the tale lies in the way Cornwell tells it through the creation of flesh-and-blood players who make a historical period come magically alive.”

—The Washington Post

“Great battle scenes and brilliant political intrigue swirl about a cast of legendary but very human characters. The redoubtable Cornwell strikes again.”

—Kirkus (starred review)

“Cornwell takes us into the world of mystery, adventure, passion, and love with exquisite skill. This is a riveting, heart-topping tale that will enchant all those who read it.”

—Deepak Chopra, author of The Return of Merlin

“A vivid and well-researched historical novel of King Arthur’s land as it really might have been.”

—Geoffrey Ashe, editor of The New Arthurian Encyclopedia

“[The Winter King] vividly portrays a brutal Celtic world inhabited not by romantic myths but by flesh-and-blood human beings. … Highly recommended.”

—Library Journal (starred review)

“A powerful and dramatic retelling of the Arthurian legend.”

—Sharon Kay Penman, author of Time and Chance

“Everything works wonderfully well, from the battles to the courtly rituals. A winner.”

—New York Daily News
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The Winter King is for Judy, with love






Characters




 




	
AELLE

	
A Saxon king




	
AGRICOLA

	
Warlord of Gwent, who serves King Tewdric




	
AILLEANN

	
Arthur’s mistress, mother of his twin sons Amhar and Loholt




	
AMHAR

	
Bastard son of Arthur




	
ANNA

	
Sister of Arthur, married to King Budic of Broceliande




	
ARTHUR

	
Bastard son of Uther and protector of Mordred




	
BALISE

	
An ancient Dumnonian Druid




	
BAN

	
King of Benoic, father of Lancelot and Galahad




	
BEDWIN

	
Bishop in Dumnonia, chief counsellor to the King




	
BLEIDDIG

	
A chieftain of Benoic




	
BORS

	
Champion of Benoic




	
BROCHVAEL

	
King of Powys after Arthur’s time




	
CADWALLON

	
King of Gwynedd




	
CADWY

	
Client king in Dumnonia, who guards the border with Kernow




	
CALEDDIN

	
A Druid, long dead, who compiled Merlin’s scroll




	
CAVAN

	
Derfel’s second-in-command




	
CEI

	
Arthur’s childhood companion, now one of his warriors




	
CEINWYN

	
Princess of Powys, sister of Cuneglas, daughter of Gorfyddyd




	
CELWIN

	
A priest studying in Ynys Trebes




	
CERDIC

	
A Saxon king




	
CULHWCH

	
Arthur’s cousin, one of his warriors




	
CUNEGLAS

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Powys, son of Gorfyddyd





	
DAFYDD ap GRUFFUD

	
The clerk who translates Derfel’s story




	
DERFEL CADARN

	
The narrator, born a Saxon, ward of Merlin and one of Arthur’s warriors




	
DIWRNACH

	
Irish King of Lleyn, a country previously called Henis Wyren




	
DRUIDAN

	
A dwarf, commander of Merlin’s guard




	
ELAINE

	
Queen of Benoic, Lancelot’s mother




	
GALAHAD

	
Prince of Benoic, Lancelot’s half-brother




	
GEREINT

	
Client prince of Dumnonia, Lord of the Stones




	
GORFYDDYD

	
King of Powys, father of Cuneglas and Ceinwyn




	
GRIFFID ap ANNAN

	
Owain’s second-in-command




	
GUDOVAN

	
Merlin’s scribe




	
GUENDOLOEN

	
Merlin’s discarded wife




	
GUINEVERE

	
Princess of Henis Wyren




	
GUNDLEUS

	
King of Siluria




	
GWLYDDYN

	
Carpenter at Ynys Wydryn




	
HELLEDD

	
Princess of Elmet, who marries Cuneglas of Powys




	
HYGWYDD

	
Arthur’s servant




	
HYWEL

	
Merlin’s steward




	
IGRAINE

	
Queen of Powys, married to Brochvael, Derfel’s patroness at Dinnewrac




	
IGRAINE of GWYNEDD

	
Arthur’s mother (also mother of Morgan, Anna and Morgause)




	
IORWETH

	
A Druid in Powys




	
ISSA

	
One of Derfel’s spearmen




	
LADWYS

	
Gundleus’s lover




	
LANCELOT

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Benoic, son of Ban




	
LANVAL

	
One of Arthur’s warriors, chief of Guinevere’s bodyguard




	
LEODEGAN

	
Exiled King of Henis Wyren, father of Guinevere




	
LIGESSAC

	
First commander of Mordred’s bodyguard, who later serves Gundleus




	
LLYWARCH

	
Second commander of Mordred’s bodyguard




	
LOHOLT

	
Arthur’s bastard son, twin to Amhar





	
LUNETE

	
Derfel’s early companion, later attendant to Guinevere




	
LWELLWYN

	
A clerk of the Dumnonian treasury




	
MAELGWYN

	
Monk at Dinnewrac




	
MARK

	
King of Kernow, father of Tristan




	
MELWAS

	
King of the Belgae, a client of Dumnonia




	
MERLIN

	
Lord of Avalon, a Druid




	
MEURIG

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Gwent, son of Tewdric




	
MORDRED

	
Child King of Dumnonia




	
MORFANS

	
‘The Ugly’, one of Arthur’s warriors




	
MORGAN

	
Arthur’s sister, one of Merlin’s priestesses




	
MORGAUSE

	
Arthur’s sister, married to King Lot of Lothian




	
NABUR

	
Christian magistrate in Durnovaria, Mordred’s legal guardian




	
NIMUE

	
Merlin’s lover, a priestess




	
NORWENNA

	
Uther’s daughter-in-law, mother of Mordred




	
OENGUS Mac AIREM

	
Irish King of Demetia, King of the Blackshields




	
OWAIN

	
Uther’s champion, a warlord of Dumnonia




	
PELLINORE

	
Mad king imprisoned at Ynys Wydryn




	
RALLA

	
Gwlyddyn’s wife, wet nurse to Mordred




	
SAGRAMOR

	
Arthur’s Numidian commander




	
SANSUM

	
Christian priest and bishop, Derfel’s superior at Dinnewrac




	
SARLINNA

	
A child who survives the Dartmoor massacre




	
SEBILE

	
Morgan’s Saxon slave-woman




	
TANABURS

	
A Druid of Siluria




	
TEWDRIC

	
King of Gwent




	
TRISTAN

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Kernow




	
TUDWAL

	
Novice monk at Dinnewrac




	
UTHER

	
King of Dumnonia, High King of Britain, the Pendragon




	
VALERIN

	
A chieftain of Powys, once betrothed to Guinevere
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