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Praise for Bernard Cornwell

“One of today’s truly great storytellers.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“Consistently exciting … the history is brilliantly realized…. These are wonderful novels!”

—Stephen King on the Sharpe series

“Medieval times burst to life in Cornwell’s canny retelling of the King Arthur myth.”

—People magazine on Excalibur

“Cornwell is certainly a step above most of the interpreters of myth. These three books … are worthy companions to Mary Stewart’s brilliant Arthurian series.”

—USA Today on The Warlord Chronicles

“Cornwell [is] the master of historically informed, well-crafted plots.”

—The Boston Globe

“One of the finest authors of military historical fiction today.”

—Washington Times

“A fantastic revision of the standard Arthurian legend.”

—Booklist on The Winter King

“Thoroughly researched, infinitely detailed, and above all constantly embattled, this long adventure puts a new face on the Arthurian legend.”

—The Anniston Star on Excalibur

“As a chronicler of battles, Bernard Cornwell has few equals…. The [Sharpe] adventures became a tour de force that we supposed Cornwell would never surpass—until The Warlord Chronicles.”

—Birmingham Post

“Cornwell brings sixth-century Britain to life.”

—Boston Herald

“Cornwell takes us into the world of mystery, adventure, passion, and love with exquisite skill. This is a riveting, heart-topping tale that will enchant all those who read it.”

—Deepak Chopra, author of The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success and The Return of Merlin, on The Winter King


“Cornwell strips the myths of their romance, but in so doing he recaptures their true potency.”

—The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction on The Warlord Chronicles

“A powerful and dramatic retelling of the Arthurian legend.”

—Sharon K. Penman, author of When Christ and His Saints Slept, on The Winter King

“A vivid and well-researched historical novel of King Arthur’s land as it really might have been.”

—Geoffrey Ashe, editor of The New Arthurian Encyclopedia, on The Winter King

“Those strengths that have come to characterize Bernard Cornwell’s fiction [are] immaculate historical reconstruction and the ability to tell a ripping yarn.”

—The Washington Post

And for Enemy of God

“[Cornwell] writes more gripping battle scenes than any other contemporary author…. Rousing, persuasive entertainment.”

—Kirkus

“Lovely…. An entertaining read, a fresh look at an old story.”

—Library Journal

“All the elements of the legends remain in this can’t-put-it-down saga…. A marvelously compelling rendering of the age-old tale.”

—King Features Syndicate

“Be prepared—this is not your parents’ Camelot…. If you revel in excellent writing, strong characterization, vivid imagination, and most of all, the possibility that Arthur could have existed and wonder what his era would really have been like, then this is a tale for you.”

—Bookwire

“Spellbinding…. This complex and superbly wrought narrative easily eclipses the more sanitized and tepid versions of Arthur’s exploits.”

—Booklist
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Foreword




Enemy of God is the second novel of the Warlord series, and immediately follows the events described in The Winter King. In that book the King of Dumnonia and High King of Britain, Uther, dies and is succeeded by his lamed baby grandson, Mordred. Arthur, a bastard son of Uther’s, is appointed one of Mordred’s guardians and in time becomes the most important of those guardians. Arthur is determined to fulfil the oath he swore to Uther that Mordred, when he comes of age, will occupy Dumnonia’s throne.

Arthur is also determined to bring peace to the warring British kingdoms. The major conflict is between Dumnonia and Powys, but when Arthur is invited to marry Ceinwyn, a Princess of Powys, it seems that war can be avoided. Instead Arthur elopes with the penniless Princess Guinevere and that insult to Ceinwyn brings on years of war that are ended only when Arthur defeats King Gorfyddyd of Powys at the Battle of Lugg Vale. Powys’s throne then passes to Cuneglas, Ceinwyn’s brother, who, like Arthur, wants peace between the Britons so that they can concentrate their spears against the common enemy, the Saxons (the Sais).

The Winter King, like the present book, was narrated by Derfel (pronounced Dervel), a Saxon slave boy who grew up in Merlin’s household and became one of Arthur’s warriors. Arthur sent Derfel to Armorica (today’s Brittany) where he fought in the doomed campaign to preserve the British kingdom of Benoic against Frankish invaders. Among Benoic’s refugees who return to Britain is Lancelot, King of Benoic, whom Arthur now wants to marry to Ceinwyn and place on the throne of Siluria. Derfel has fallen in love with Ceinwyn.

Derfel’s other love is Nimue, his childhood friend who has become Merlin’s helpmate and lover. Merlin is a Druid and the leader of the faction in Britain that wants to restore the island to its old Gods, to which end he is pursuing a Cauldron, one of the Thirteen Treasures of Britain, a quest which for Merlin and Nimue far outranks any battle against other kingdoms or invaders. Opposing Merlin are the Christians of Britain, one of whose leaders is Bishop Sansum who lost much of his power when he defied Guinevere. Sansum is now in disgrace and serving as Abbot of the Monastery of the Holy Thorn at Ynys Wydryn (Glastonbury).

The Winter King ended with Arthur winning the great battle at Lugg Vale. Mordred’s throne is safe, the southern British kingdoms are allied and Arthur, though not a king himself, is their undisputed leader.








Characters







	
ADE

	
Mistress to Lancelot




	
AELLE

	
A Saxon king




	
AGRICOLA

	
Warlord of Gwent, who serves King Tewdric




	
AILLEANN

	
Once Arthur’s mistress, mother of his twin sons Amhar and Loholt




	
AMHAR

	
Bastard son of Arthur and Ailleann




	
ARTHUR

	
Warlord of Dumnonia, guardian of Mordred




	
BALIN

	
One of Arthur’s warriors




	
BAN

	
Once King of Benoic (a kingdom in Brittany), father of Lancelot




	
BEDWIN

	
Bishop in Dumnonia and chief councillor




	
BORS

	
Lancelot’s cousin, his champion




	
BROCHVAEL

	
King of Powys after Arthur’s time




	
BYRTHIG

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Gwynedd, later King




	
CADOC

	
A Christian bishop, reputed saint, a recluse




	
CADWALLON

	
King of Gwynedd




	
CADWY

	
Rebellious prince in Isca




	
CALLYN

	
Champion of Kernow




	
CAVAN

	
Derfel’s second-in-command




	
CEI

	
Arthur’s childhood companion, now one of his warriors




	
CEINWYN

	
Princess of Powys, sister of Cuneglas




	
CERDIC

	
A Saxon king




	
CULHWCH

	
Arthur’s cousin, one of his warriors




	
CUNEGLAS

	
King of Powys, son of Gorfyddyd




	
CYTHRYN

	
Dumnonian magistrate, a councillor




	
DERFEL CADARN

	
The narrator, born a Saxon, one of Arthur’s warriors, later a monk




	
DIAN

	
Derfel’s youngest daughter




	
DINAS

	
A Silurian Druid, twin to Lavaine





	
DIWRNACH

	
Irish King of Lleyn, a country formerly called Henis Wyren




	
EACHERN

	
One of Derfel’s spearmen




	
ELAINE

	
Lancelot’s mother, widowed wife of Ban




	
EMRYS

	
Bishop in Dumnonia, succeeds Bedwin




	
ERCE

	
Derfel’s mother, also called Enna




	
GALAHAD

	
Lancelot’s half-brother, a Prince of (lost) Benoic




	
GORFYDDYD

	
King of Powys killed at Lugg Vale, father to Cuneglas and Ceinwyn




	
GUINEVERE

	
Arthur’s wife




	
GUNDLEUS

	
Once King of Siluria, killed after Lugg Vale




	
GWENHWYVACH

	
Guinevere’s sister, a Princess of (lost) Henis Wyren




	
GWLYDDYN

	
Servant to Merlin




	
GWYDRE

	
Son of Arthur and Guinevere




	
HELLEDD

	
Cuneglas’s wife, Queen of Powys




	
HYGWYDD

	
Arthur’s servant




	
IGRAINE

	
Queen of Powys after Arthur’s time, married to Brochvael




	
IORWETH

	
Druid of Powys




	
ISEULT

	
Queen of Kernow, married to Mark




	
ISSA

	
One of Derfel’s spearmen, later his second-in-command




	
LANCELOT

	
Exiled King of Benoic




	
LANVAL

	
One of Arthur’s warriors




	
LAVAINE

	
A Silurian Druid, twin to Dinas




	
LEODEGAN

	
Exiled King of Henis Wyren, father to Guinevere and Gwenhwyvach




	
LIGESSAC

	
Traitor in exile




	
LOHOLT

	
Arthur’s bastard son, twin to Amhar




	
LUNETE

	
Once Derfel’s lover, now an attendant to Guinevere




	
MAELGWYN

	
Monk at Dinnewrac




	
MALAINE

	
Druid in Powys




	
MALLA

	
Sagramor’s Saxon wife




	
MARK

	
King of Kernow, father of Tristan




	
MELWAS

	
Exiled King of the Belgae




	
MERLIN

	
The chief Druid of Dumnonia




	
MEURIG

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Gwent, later King





	
MORDRED

	
King of Dumnonia, son of Norwenna




	
MORFANS

	
‘The Ugly’, one of Arthur’s warriors




	
MORGAN

	
Arthur’s elder sister, once Merlin’s chief priestess




	
MORWENNA

	
Derfel’s eldest daughter




	
NABUR

	
Christian magistrate in Durnovaria




	
NIMUE

	
Merlin’s lover and chief priestess




	
NORWENNA

	
Mordred’s mother, killed by Gundleus




	
OENGUS MAC AIREM

	
Irish King of Demetia, a land once called Dyfed




	
PEREDUR

	
Son to Lancelot and Ade




	
PYRLIG

	
Derfel’s bard




	
RALLA

	
Merlin’s servant, married to Gwlyddyn




	
SAGRAMOR

	
Arthur’s Numidian commander, Lord of the Stones




	
SANSUM

	
Bishop in Dumnonia, later Derfel’s superior at Dinnewrac




	
SCARACH

	
Issa’s wife




	
SEREN

	
Derfel’s second daughter




	
TANABURS

	
A Silurian Druid, killed by Derfel after Lugg Vale




	
TEWDRIC

	
King of Gwent, father of Meurig, later a Christian recluse




	
TRISTAN

	
Edling (Crown Prince) of Kernow, son of Mark




	
TUDWAL

	
Novice monk at Dinnewrac




	
UTHER

	
The dead High King of Dumnonia, Mordred’s grandfather
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