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Mandela and his wife Graça Machel wave to crowds at the 46664 AIDS benefit concert in Cape Town in 2003.
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Mandela at the 2007 unveiling ceremony of a bronze statue in his honour at London’s Parliament Square.
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	Where no reliable sources could be found, names have been omitted.

	The opinions expressed in this book are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the publisher.

	The terms ‘black’ and ‘African’ refer to all people that were not born with white skins. However, in this book, to explain certain peculiarities of laws or events, or in quoting sources directly, the terms ‘coloured’ and ‘Indian’ are on occasion used.

	Every effort has been made to trace the owners of copyrighted material and to seek their permission for the use thereof. The publisher apologises for any inadvertent omissions and would be grateful if notified of any corrections, which shall be included in future reprints and editions of the book.
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Mandela stands with Britain’s Prince Richard, the Duke of Gloucester, at his investiture as a Bailiff Grand Cross of the Order of St John, in London, 2004.
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Foreword

IN JULY 1988, two years before Nelson Mandela walked a free man from Victor Verster Prison, Archbishop Trevor Huddleston suggested, in his role as the President of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, that the world should celebrate Mandela’s 70th birthday in prison. Many thousands of young people especially, although not exclusively, responded enthusiastically to his call to make this the mother of all birthday celebrations. People of all ages went on pilgrimage from all the corners of the United Kingdom and then they gathered at Hyde Park Corner in London, an enormous sea of faces. They congregated there, 250,000 of them, and the vast majority were young people.
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His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama greets Archbishop Desmond Tutu in Vancouver, 2004.

What struck me forcibly, as I gazed over them, was that most of them had not even been born when Madiba was sentenced to life imprisonment in 1963, and they had not seen him since; they had not heard from him, but they had certainly heard about him from others. The point is that they had no direct knowledge of him and, since pictures of prisoners were not permitted, they did not know what he really looked like even now. And yet here they were paying tribute to a prisoner, yes a prisoner, of conscience whom the British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (of the time) had disdainfully dismissed as a terrorist.

What an extraordinary phenomenon that he was able to move people so deeply without saying anything, without doing anything. Some of us worried that they might be in for an enormous disillusionment, that they would discover that their idol had feet of clay. Perhaps it would be better that he should remain incarcerated, out of sight, because distance did indeed lend enchantment to the view. In prison he was serving a splendid purpose because he was giving focus to the struggle, personalising it in that way so essential for causes if they were to galvanise the kind of popular support that the largely indifferent Reagan White House and Thatcher 10 Downing Street would find difficult to ignore. Outside prison he would be found to be less effective because he would be so human, so vulnerable, so disappointing to those who had placed him on a pedestal of near sainthood and infallibility.

Yes, we were all in the seventh heaven of delight on 11 February 1990, when he walked out of Victor Verster prison side by side with Winnie. It was an unforgettable day, but there were butterflies in the pit of the stomach – would he measure up to all that people believed and hoped about him? Would we not all come crashing to the ground after all the euphoria? The world joined us in welcoming the world’s most famous prisoner, but for how long would they pay attention when they are so notoriously fickle? Was he but a few days’ wonder, and would they flit off to the next attraction to land in their spotlight?

The man is a phenomenon, in a class by himself, for the frenzy of media attention has not abated. If anything, it has increased. Far from being a huge disillusionment, he has not ceased to amaze everyone. A deeply divided land, alienated by long years of repression and injustice, and at variance on most subjects, is unanimous about one thing: that this former terrorist, so frequently vilified and hated, is today our greatest asset.

He is loved by virtually all South Africans, even the most virulent critics of his African National Congress-led government. He is the most popular political leader in the land, almost beyond criticism. Who will easily forget the scenes at Ellis Park when he walked onto the turf wearing François Pienaar’s No. 6 on his Springbok jersey on the day of the final for the Rugby World Cup in 1995, when an overwhelmingly white crowd, mostly Afrikaners, broke out in reverberating chants: ‘Nelson, Nelson, Nelson’. He has the knack of doing the right thing, which with some political leaders would be contrived or gauche. With him it turns out to be exactly what touches responsive chords in the people. He has bowled South Africans, and indeed the world, over with his extraordinary magnanimity, his readiness and eagerness to forgive. He invited the widows of former South African political leaders of all persuasions and races to a tea party at the Presidency and charmed them. He stole the hearts of many Afrikaners, whom he had already attracted by supporting the Springbok emblem for rugby, by going to visit the widow of Dr Verwoerd in her Afrikaner exclusivist stronghold – Orania. Here he was having tea, at some inconvenience to himself, with the widow of the architect and high priest of apartheid. Unbelievable! He later had a meal with Dr Percy Yutar, the man who had prosecuted in the Rivonia Trial and who many believed had gone well beyond the accepted conventions in passionately demanding the death sentence for the accused (of whom he was one). His magnanimity knows no bounds. He was ready to have accompanied Mr PW Botha to appear before the TRC as subpoenaed, if it would help Mr Botha not feel humiliated.

An interesting mix of genuine humility and a regal sense of his position, he is at pains to say he is no saint and just an ordinary member of the ANC, a consensus man. And he can appear in court because he has a high sense of the law and stood for two days to demonstrate that respect. But he can be short with those who are presumptuous with regard to his office, not his person. He undoubtedly is our greatest gift and asset. God blessed us wonderfully in giving him to us at this period in our history – he has helped to hold together a fractious lot. God’s sense of humour is huge. Here is the terrorist par excellence whom some of the high and mighty in former days spurned. Now everyone rushes to South Africa on state or other visits, just to have a photo opportunity with the world’s most admired statesman. Some people might want the earth to open up so that their leaders might disappear out of sight – we stand tall because we have a transparently good man as our President. A European Prime Minister urged me to try to get Mandela to visit his country to say farewell. I know many other countries would consider it a great honour if he came before his retirement. No one else that I know as head of state has been asked to so many regional summits to take leave of his fellow heads of state in Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia.

He has left us a wonderful legacy – to strive to become increasingly one people with diverse cultures, languages, beliefs of different races and so on – the rainbow people of South Africa – and we owe him an enormous debt of gratitude. He has laid a good and firm foundation. It is up to all of us to make sure we build a structure that will stand the buffetings of fate. That would be the only fitting monument to him.
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Outspoken Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a friend and counsellor to Nelson Mandela, is often considered the conscience of South Africa, while Mandela is seen as its heart.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 1998


Author’s note

MY SON WAS A TALL 14-YEAR-OLD when this book was launched in 1999 at a gala event that saw Nelson Mandela, Graça Machel, Josina Machel, Zenani Mandela and members of their families attend. Former constitutional negotiator Cyril Ramaphosa was there and so was future South African president, Jacob Zuma. Matthew was shy as teenagers often are. But at one stage, when the joy of onstage dancers and the beat of music got to Madiba – as it often did – he stepped across to our table which was next to his and held out his hand to Matthew. The two jived in front of the hundreds that attended.

I had no camera to record that event, but others took photographs of us with Madiba and his family. It was such a joyous evening; in it was the promise of our new South Africa. It seemed to confirm what Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in his seminal book, Democracy in America, ‘The social order overthrown by a revolution is almost always better than the one immediately preceding it, and experience teaches us that, generally speaking, the most perilous moment for a bad government is one when it seeks to mend its ways ... a grievance comes to appear intolerable once the possibility of removing it crosses men’s minds.’

I come from a culture where traditionally, children are seen as both our present and our future, so I have always believed it is our responsibility as adults to give children futures worth having.

Graça Machel Report on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, United Nations, 1996

But promises can remain just that. Liberators can lift the robes cast aside by old oppressors and find they fit just fine. South Africa today is in the perilous stage writers like De Tocqueville warned of, where democracy in all its messy enthusiasm challenges old-style autocracy. New leaders may find that, once in power, their popularity diminishes; criticism is more frequent than praise. And so it should be, for democracy to prevail.

However, whichever way the pendulum of democracy swings for South Africa, none can doubt the impact that the confluence of remarkable individuals had at a certain brief time in the country; people including Nobel Prize winners Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, Frederik Willem de Klerk, Nadine Gordimer and, of course, Nelson Mandela. It was my privilege to report on South Africa during its darkest days, and those of its greatest light.

No book is possible without the work of librarians and so I salute the staff at two national treasures, the Mayibuye Centre at the University of the Western Cape and the South African National Library in Cape Town; on their shelves I found gems. My children, Leila and Matthew, remain my inspiration, while my granddaughter, Gabriella Ruby, teaches me anew about the joy inherent in every day and the importance of treading lightly upon our fragile earth.

This book is critical of Mandela in some respects. He has made it clear that he does not seek fawning praise, and history will not permit it. What do I admire most about Nelson Mandela? It is this: in societies where class makes some people (such as security guards, cleaners and waiters) ‘invisible’, and where most fail to acknowledge their presence, Mandela will clasp them by the hand and ask about their lives. If he sees them again he will remember them and the details they shared. He is not a sound-bite politician, he actually cares, and once he has met you he will never forget your name.

Every ordinary person who has met Mandela has been made to feel special by him. His actions embodied the meaning behind the Hindu greeting of Namaste – the god in me honours the god in you. Be kind, it costs little and its rewards are great.

Charlene Smith, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2012


Mandela’s life

1918

JULY 18: Rolihlahla Mandela is born into the Thembu tribe to Gadla Henry Mphakanyiswa and Nosekeni Fanny, in the Eastern Cape village of Mvezo.

1927

After his father’s death, Mandela falls under the care of his uncle Chief Jongintaba Dalindyebo, who sends him to missionary schools (where he receives his English name, Nelson). Mandela receives a thorough grounding in Xhosa culture, history and the duties implicit in governance.

1930s

Mandela begins his tertiary education at the University of Fort Hare, and is elected onto the Students’ Representative Council. He meets Oliver Tambo and the two join a protest boycott and are suspended from the institute.

1940s

Fleeing an arranged marriage, Mandela goes to Johannesburg, where he completes his BA and goes on to study Law at the University of the Witwatersrand. He joins the African National Congress (ANC). Mandela forms the ANC Youth League (ANCYL) with Nick Gombart, Ashley Peter Mda, Oliver Tambo and Walter Sisulu. Mandela marries Evelyn Ntoko Mase, and they have four children.

1952

JUNE 26: The Campaign for the Defiance of Unjust Laws is launched by the ANC and the SA Indian Congress, with Mandela (by then president of the ANCYL) as volunteer-in-chief. Mandela is given a suspended sentence for contravening the Suppression of Communism Act (a wide-ranging act that included relatively small crimes including any activity that encouraged others to resist racial separation policies) and is forbidden to attend gatherings.

DECEMBER: Mandela and Tambo set up Johannesburg’s first black law firm.

1953

Mandela and Sisulu begin discussing armed action and create the M-Plan. Mandela and Evelyn separate.

1955

Mandela meets a young social worker, Winnie Nomzamo Madikizela.

JUNE 26: Freedom Charter, a document created by the ANC, which among other things insists that ‘the land shall be shared by all’ and calling for the nationalisation of mines, is adopted.

1956

Mandela is arrested along with some 155 others; they are all charged with treason, arising from provisions in the Freedom Charter which the State tries to prove is Communist. Mandela, along with many leading ANC members charged in this Treason Trial, is banned for another five years.

1958

Mandela and Evelyn are divorced, and he and Winnie marry.

1960

MARCH 21: The Sharpeville Massacre sees 69 people killed after responding to protest calls organised by a breakaway faction of the ANC, the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC). The PAC and ANC are outlawed. Mandela, along with scores of others, is detained.

1961

The Treason Trial collapses and all are acquitted. Mandela goes into hiding.

DECEMBER 16: Launch of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the ANC’s armed wing, with Mandela as commander-in-chief.

1962

JANUARY: Mandela receives military training in Algeria and Ethiopia. On his return to South Africa, he is convicted of leaving the country illegally and inciting workers to strike.

1963

JULY 11: Mandela is in jail when police raid Liliesleaf farm in Rivonia, Johannesburg, and arrest the leaders of MK High Command. They are charged with sabotage.

1964

JUNE 12: After eight months of trial two men, Lionel Kantor and James Bernstein, are acquitted; Mandela, Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Raymond Mhlaba, Andrew Mlangeni, Denis Goldberg, Elias Motsoaledi and Govan Mbeki are sentenced to life imprisonment. All of them, apart from Goldberg, who is white, are sent Robben Island.

1969

APRIL: Mandela writes to government calling for his release and that of his comrades or their recognition as political prisoners. He drafts a letter to government pointing out the lenient treatment of Boer rebels and Nazi-sympathising Afrikaners during the Second World War. Government, which included some of those former Nazi-sympathisers, ignores his missive.

1973

DECEMBER: Minister of Police Jimmy Kruger meets with Mandela and a group of Robben Island prisoners led by Mac Maharaj. Maharaj says Kruger came ‘to find out whether there was scope among the political prisoners for a negotiating base with separate development as the underlying principle’. Kruger is told that there isn’t.

1980

OCTOBER 1: Mandela appeals to the Supreme Court to prevent prison warders from listening to conversations between prisoners and their lawyers. Judge President HEP Watermeyer and Justice EM Groskopf reserve judgement.

1981

JANUARY: Ronald Reagan is elected president in the USA and begins ‘constructive engagement toward SA’.

DECEMBER: SA forces kill more than 40 SA exiles and Lesotho nationals in Maseru, Lesotho. The target of their attack is MK leader Chris Hani. However, Hani escapes.

1982

President PW Botha meets Zambian president Kenneth Kaunda and hosts a second conference with business at the Carlton Hotel in Johannesburg to present a strategy to reform apartheid. His rallying call: ‘Adapt or die’.

MARCH: Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee says government may consider releasing political prisoners. Some of the Rivonia Trialists (Mandela, Sisulu, Raymond Mhlaba and Andrew Mlangeni) are moved from Robben Island to Pollsmoor Prison in Cape Town.

1983

Minister of Prisons Louis le Grange visits Mandela and appoints Prison Chief Brigadier Aucamp as a go-between between him and government. The Prison Board calls prisoners before them to discuss political issues. Mandela issues a directive to prisoners to discuss only prison-related matters and to say: ‘Send your political representatives to talk with our political representatives.’

MAY: ANC detonates a car bomb outside Air Force headquarters in Pretoria, killing 19 and injuring 215.

AUGUST: United Democratic Front is launched, embracing 600 anti-apartheid organisations.

SEPTEMBER 3: Riots break out in Sharpeville near Johannesburg as a tricameral constitution comes into effect allowing Indian and coloured people a limited say in government. Blacks are excluded.

1984

MAY: Mandela is allowed to have a contact visit with Winnie, who talks of touching her husband’s hand for the first time in 21 years.

JUNE: Foreign Minister Pik Botha and Defence Minister Magnus Malan meet officials of Angola’s government and demand closure of ANC military camps in that country (many camps were already heavily infiltrated with South African agents, who poisoned water or assassinated key figures).

SEPTEMBER: Complaints about Mandela’s incarceration at Pollsmoor, heard before the United Nations Human Rights Commission, say Mandela is sharing a damp cell with five others, making it difficult for him to study.

NOVEMBER: Mandela separated from other prisoners and meets with government appointed negotiators including General Willemse, Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee, constitutional expert Fanie van der Merwe, National Intelligence Service (NIS) head Niel Barnard and Mike Louw, also of NIS.

1985

JANUARY 31: President PW Botha tells parliament he will release Mandela if he rejects violence. Mandela says government must reject violence first.

JULY 20: State of emergency declared in 36 black cities and towns; 1,000 people detained within a week.

AUGUST 15: Botha’s disastrous Rubicon speech – government had promised reform would be high on the agenda, and instead Botha delivers a belligerent, blustering apologia for apartheid. The SA rand plummets. Academics, Afrikaans newspaper editors and businesspeople begin meeting with the ANC.

OCTOBER: Harry Oppenheimer, SA’s wealthiest man, publicly supports the release of Mandela.

NOVEMBER 21: The ANC presents the Harare Declaration, its conditions for negotiations. It demands the release of Mandela and other political prisoners, the lifting of the state of emergency, the withdrawal of troops and repressive machinery from townships, the unbanning of the ANC and the creation of conditions for free political activity.

DECEMBER: Jay Naidoo, General Secretary of the newly formed Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu), meets with the ANC in Harare. Government says it will talk to the ANC if it renounces violence. The ANC says government has to renounce violence too.

1986

JANUARY: Government hints that Mandela will be released in return for the release of jailed Soviet dissidents Anatoly Shcharansky and Andrei Sakharov. In the ANC policy statement of 8 January, ANC president Oliver Tambo incorporates a veiled message to Mandela: ‘Our strength lies in our unity.’ The ANC calls for a grand alliance against apartheid, incorporating businessmen, whites and opinion makers, to force government to the negotiating table by 1990.

FEBRUARY: In his opening of parliament address Botha says apartheid is outdated and commits his administration to moving away from it.

MARCH 16: Signing of the Nkomati Accord with Samora Machel, president of Mozambique, which pledges to have the ANC removed from Mozambican soil.

MARCH: Talks held in Harare between exiled ANC and Cosatu leaders Jay Naidoo, Sydney Mufamadi and Cyril Ramaphosa.

MAY: Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group gives government a proposal with a deadline: release Mandela, unban the ANC, declare a truce with the ANC, and begin negotiations. Government, faced with rightwing militancy, rejects this.

OCTOBER 2: Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act, sponsored by Representative William Gray of Pennsylvania and propelled by Senators Tom Harkin and Edward Kennedy becomes law against a presidential veto from Ronald Reagan. This law, which brings in wide-ranging sanctions against South Africa and massive disinvestment, becomes a global model. No other act is as effective in ending apartheid.

OCTOBER 19: President Samora Machel’s aircraft crashes in SA, killing him and 38 others.

1987

JANUARY 8: ANC slogan becomes: ‘Our goal is in sight’.

JULY: Institute for Democratic Alternative directors Alex Boraine and Frederik van Zyl Slabbert lead a group of businesspeople, academics, writers and poets to Dakar, Senegal, for talks with ANC leaders. The ANC moots two-sided negotiations, with the government and its partners on one side and the allied ‘forces of freedom’ on the other.

AUGUST 13: President PW Botha instructs Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee to prepare the release of ANC Rivonia Trialist Govan Mbeki (77).

NOVEMBER 5: Mbeki is released after 24 years in prison but cannot be quoted nor is allowed outside Port Elizabeth.

1988

MAY: The ANC releases a draft constitution for SA. President PW Botha’s bombastic ways cause increasing unhappiness among National Party (NP) leaders.

DECEMBER: Mandela is transferred to Victor Verster Prison in Paarl, where private meetings with government representatives are held.

1989

JANUARY 18: President Botha (73) suffers a mild stroke.

FEBRUARY 2: President Botha resigns as party leader; FW de Klerk is elected. De Klerk builds closer ties with moderate black leaders (Inkatha Freedom Party’s Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Labour Party’s Alan Hendrickse).

MAY: President Botha announces 6 September elections.

JULY 5: Mandela meets with outgoing president Botha at Tuynhuys, Cape Town.

SEPTEMBER: De Klerk is voted into power.

OCTOBER 15: The remaining Rivonia Trialists (Kathrada, Sisulu, Mhlaba, Mlangeni and Motsoaledi) are released, but Mandela remains in jail.

1990

JANUARY 17: The Department of Justice says it is reviewing restrictions on all banned organisations, including the ANC and SA Communist Party.

FEBRUARY 2: De Klerk announces unbanning of all restricted political organisations.

FEBRUARY 11: Mandela is released. He returns to Soweto two days later.

APRIL: Matthews Phosa and Jacob Zuma lead initial ANC negotiations with South African government.

MAY 2–4: Government and ANC meet and hammer out Groote Schuur Minute.

AUGUST 6: The first agreement, the Pretoria Minute, on indemnity and return of ANC exiles and the release of political prisoners, is made.

1991

JANUARY 29: Mandela and Buthelezi have a failed meeting to discuss ways to find peace in KwaZulu-Natal.

APRIL 3: Mandela, addressing members of the US Congress in Cape Town, delivers a tirade against De Klerk about continuing violence.

APRIL 4: Mandela tells ANC National Executive Committee that he was wrong to call De Klerk a ‘man of integrity’.

APRIL 5: The ANC delivers a publicised ultimatum to De Klerk: he has until 9 May to take seven steps to end violence or talks will cease.

JUNE: Mandela is elected ANC president as an ailing Oliver Tambo steps down.

JULY 19: Allegations are rife that the government is supplying Inkatha with guns and military training.

SEPTEMBER 14: National Peace Conference held in Johannesburg, first face-to-face meeting of Mandela, De Klerk and Buthelezi on one platform. Their unhappy faces in photographs display the mood – and act as portents for success of the meeting.

NOVEMBER 28–29: Sixty delegates from 20 parties lay the ground rules for multiparty talks. The Pan Africanist Congress walks out on the second day.

DECEMBER 20–21: The Convention for a Democratic SA (Codesa) begins with 18 delegations and government. Chief Buthelezi refuses to attend but sends delegates. De Klerk delivers a broadside against the ANC, and a furious Mandela lashes back.

1992

MARCH 17: After a major defeat in a by-election in Potchefstroom for the National Party, De Klerk calls for a referendum on his policies: 68,6% of the all-white voters show their support for negotiations.

APRIL 13: Mandela announces his separation from Winnie.

JUNE 17: Boipatong massacre, where 46 people are killed by Inkatha impi from KwaMadala hostel. The ANC withdraws from talks.

SEPTEMBER 7: An ill-considered ANC/SACP march on Bisho, capital of the apartheid Bantustan of Ciskei, results in 29 dead and 200 injured as Ciskei troops open fire.

SEPTEMBER 26: Violence escalates nationwide; Mandela and De Klerk sign a Record of Understanding to get negotiations back on track.

NOVEMBER 16: Judge Richard Goldstone’s commission (investigating misconduct in the police and military) raids Military Intelligence’s covert operations centre resulting in the uncovering of data concerning state involvement in assassinations and violence. De Klerk appoints the Steyn Commission, which a month later suspends or retires 23 officers in what is felt is a damage control exercise.

1993

FEBRUARY 12: The ANC and government announce an agreement in principle on a five-year transitional period. During this time a government of national unity, which will be formed by the main election winners, will govern.

MARCH 5–6: Codesa talks resume as the delegates race toward a 1994 election, overcoming various obstacles including right-wing violence such as bombings and killings.

APRIL 1–2: Codesa holds its third plenary session with 25 parties participating, including the right-wing Conservative Party.

APRIL 10: Assassination of Chris Hani by a right-wing assassin.

APRIL 24: Oliver Tambo, president of the ANC from 1967 to 1991, dies of a stroke, aged 75.

1994

APRIL 27: At the age of 75, Mandela casts his first vote ever in South Africa’s first democratic elections.

MAY 10: Mandela is inaugurated as South Africa’s first black president with Thabo Mbeki and De Klerk as his deputies.

1996

Mandela and Winnie divorce.

1997

DECEMBER: Mandela steps down as president of the ANC.

1998

JULY 18: On his eightieth birthday Mandela marries Graça Machel, the widow of Mozambican president Samora Machel.

1999

MARCH 26: Mandela formally hands over the reins to his successor, Thabo Mbeki. Mandela is appointed mediator in Burundian civil war.

JUNE 2: South Africa’s second democratic election is held. ANC president Thabo Mbeki is elected president of South Africa.

2001

MARCH 16: Mandela is awarded the International Gandhi Peace Prize, among dozens of honorary degrees and doctorates from various universities.

2002

FEBRUARY 10: Mandela is cleared of prostate cancer by his doctor.

FEBRUARY 17: Mandela creates a furore by criticising the AIDS denialist position of Thabo Mbeki’s government’s handling of the HIV and AIDS crisis. The following day the ANC National Executive Committee collectively rap Mandela over the knuckles for his outspoken stance.

JUNE: Mandela reiterates criticism on government’s handling of HIV and AIDS at the 14th International AIDS Conference in Barcelona.

JULY: Mandela is awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest US civilian award, by President George W Bush.

2003

FEBRUARY: Mandela criticises US President George W Bush for launching a war against Iraq.

MAY 11: Walter Sisulu, the man Mandela credits as his political mentor and closest friend, dies.

2004

JUNE: Mandela announces that he will be retiring from public life at the age of 85.

JULY: Mandela clashes with Mbeki about AIDS once more, and flies to Bangkok to speak at the 15th International AIDS Conference.

JULY 23: Johannesburg bestows its highest honour on Mandela by granting him the freedom of the city.

2005

JANUARY 6: Mandela’s son, Makgatho Mandela, dies of AIDS.

2007

Mandela witnesses the installation of his grandson Mandla as chief of the Mvezo Traditional Council.

2008

JULY 18: Mandela celebrates his 90th year, and calls on the young to continue the fight for social justice.

2009

MAY 9: Mandela attends the inauguration of President Jacob Zuma and witnesses Zuma’s first State of the Nation address.

JULY 18: Mandela turns 91. To celebrate 67 years of his service to the country, South Africans are asked to spend 67 minutes on this day to better the world around them; the day is dubbed Mandela Day.

NOVEMBER: The United Nations declares 18 July Nelson Mandela International Day.

2010

JUNE 11: Mandela’s great-granddaughter Zenani is killed in a car accident.

2011

JULY 18: Mandela spends his 93rd birthday with family.

2012

JANUARY 8: The centenary of the ANC.
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