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				Marcus Katz

				Marcus Katz is a professional tarot teacher at the Far Away Centre, a contemporary training centre in the Lake District of England. As the Co-Director of Tarot Professionals, the world’s largest professional tarot organization, he has studied and taught tarot for thirty years and has delivered more than 10,000 face-to-face readings. His first book, Tarosophy, has been termed a “major contribution” to tarot by leading teachers. Marcus is also the co-creator of Tarot-Town, the social network for tarot, with over 10,000 people worldwide sharing innovative tarot development. 
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				Tali Goodwin

				Tali Goodwin is the Marketing Director and Co-Founder of Tarot Professionals Ltd., the largest professional tarot organization in the world. She has co-authored innovative teaching books such as Tarot Flip, which is regularly in the top ten best-selling tarot books on Kindle. Tali is a skilled researcher and is credited with bringing the long-hidden Waite-Trinick Tarot to publication in Abiding in the Sanctuary: The Waite-Trinick Tarot. She also co-edited the leading tarot magazine, Tarosophist International, from 2010–11.
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				Introduction

				During our tarot workshops, we have taught novices as well as the far more experienced tarot devotees who have immersed themselves in study of the cards. Many of these students have professional jobs such as psychiatrists, prosecuting attorneys, nurses, teachers, firefighters, and architects. We have found that tarot touches people from all walks of life and crosses all social barriers.

				We never fail to marvel at how somebody who has no prior knowledge of tarot can progress quickly and attain a profound grasp of the craft of tarot through learning just a few simple skills. This book will teach you these skills, and more. One student, who had never held a tarot deck in her hands before, surprised us by giving a card interpretation with such authority and profundity that all those listening were left speechless. They could not believe that this student was totally new to the cards and had had only two hours of instruction. When asked about her seemingly effortless ability to read the cards, she wondered why it was that we thought it would be difficult—she had no assumptions at all, as she knew nothing about the subject.1

				The moral of this story is that if you do not allow yourself to be frightened of or intimidated by tarot, it can be surprisingly easy to learn.

				In this book, you will be getting face to face with tarot in encounters ranging from reading for yourself, to reading for friends at parties, to reading for complete strangers. You will learn ways to read the cards to answer all the questions you will ever ask or be asked, as well as how to incorporate tarot into your daily life.

				Over the years, students have told us what really confuses them about reading the cards, what areas cause them to lack confidence, and which aspects of interpretation create the most difficulty. We’re well acquainted with the common issues students experience when delivering their first readings face to face. You will reap the benefits of our decades of discovery and become a confident, accurate, and adaptable reader of tarot in any situation.

				We aim for you to experience tarot in all its facets, showing you how to quickly and easily discover more about yourself and others, your relationships and the world, both mundane and mysterious, through this fascinating deck of images.

				[contents]
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				Face to Face with 
Your Deck: Essential 
Skills and Methods

				The tarot serves us as a pack of possibilities, a divination of the divine, a dynamic reflection of the psyche, a search engine of the soul, a GPS of the spiritual journey, and a mirror of our dreams. In coming face to face with the seventy-eight images of a tarot deck, we are only coming face to face with ourselves. 

				We may be surprised, then, to see in those very depths the same heights our soul seeks, reflected endlessly in a single universal face—one with the seventy-eight diverse expressions of a tarot deck.

				We have broken this first chapter into two sections, one dealing with the essential skills you need to perform great tarot readings, and the other the methods that apply those skills to greatest effect, by which these readings are performed. As professional trainers, we know that many people trying to teach tarot confuse these terms, and end up teaching lots of methods that students will find difficult in practice because they have not yet learnt the skills that are required for the method. At first, it may appear that these essential skills don’t have anything to do with tarot. However, you will be amazed at how practicing them will give you a head start when you begin to study the methods that follow in the next section. 

				You can approach all the exercises and games in this book as an absolute beginner with no resources other than your tarot deck and your own ability to respond to pictures, or hand in hand with other tarot reference books, whichever you prefer. We suggest that you invest in a journal where you can make notes and respond to the exercises; it will provide a valuable reference to look back on as your skills progress.

				We have also asked hundreds of tarot readers in our social network, Tarot-Town.com, what makes a good reader, and added that feedback into this chapter. You will be guided toward the best skills of the professional, no matter whether you are studying tarot as a beginner or working toward doing professional readings yourself. It is never too early to learn from some of the best readers in the world!

				Essential Skills: Learning and 
Speaking the Language of Symbols

				We are going to demonstrate that tarot is a language of pictures (or images, or symbols—here those terms all mean the same thing), and one that can be learnt in a variety of ways. However, before we start, we want you to commit to heart one key concept. Few people teach it and even fewer learn it, so we want to ensure you are already ahead of the game:

				Every symbol can really mean anything at all.

				Please reread that sentence a few times. It is the secret of how tarot works, how the world works, and how you will avoid wasting hours of your life arguing with people about what a tarot card really means. Of course, it is not quite as simple as that, but symbols are “multivalent”—they can carry a range of meanings. These meanings are dependent on one thing: context. Thus meaning is given to a tarot symbol by the question that someone asks you, the deck you are using, the moment you’re performing the reading, as well as your own experience, knowledge, and intuition.
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				3 of Swords (Mystic Dreamer Tarot), 2 of Swords, Justice (The Gilded Tarot)
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				It is also true that most symbols have accepted, commonly understood meanings. These are bound by our common perception of the world as human beings. For instance, most of us would understand the symbol of a broken heart—in tarot, represented by the Three of Swords.

				However, until the concept of courtly love became known in the Middle Ages, the notion of a broken heart would have carried a far different interpretation—probably a more mundane, medical one!

				So whilst it is useful to have at least one reference book of symbols and meanings to hand (see our suggested reading lists at the end of this book), we must not take these at face value. There is a skill that is important to learn first—that of bridging. Bridging can be defined as visually and/or intuitively connecting the symbols of the cards in a way that makes sense in the context of the reading.

				When experienced tarot readers look at cards and symbols, they are able to make “bridges” of interpretation between the symbols. For example, they might tell the querent, “In this card (the Two of Swords) and in this one (Justice), we see a blindfold. The sword held by Justice tells me that the decision in your legal case will be reached soon and will be fair to you, even though you cannot see it at the moment.” For some, this skill of bridging is a natural ability; for others, it can be gained from experience. Either way, it can be taught, and learnt, as a specific skill that will rapidly build your tarot-reading confidence.

				Exercise: Bridging

				In this example, we will use the Six of Swords and the Star.
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				6 of Swords and the Star 
(The Universal Tarot)
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				6 of Swords and the Star (The Universal Tarot)





				Here’s what we might say about bridging these two cards:

				The Six of Swords shows a daytime background, while the Star is visible only at night. It would be great to be on a journey, as in the Six of Swords, with the Star card ahead like a guiding beacon. There is water in both cards, although it is being controlled more in the Star card. I get the general feeling that both cards have something to do with flow.

				Now take two cards from your deck. Make a note in your journal or say out loud what you can see that bridges these cards. In other words, what happens in your mind when you see these two images together? Our minds are automatic sense-makers (and sense-breakers) in the processes we call language and learning. Images and symbols are part of that—in fact, you are doing it now to make sense of these weird black squiggle shapes on the page.

				You can use comparisons, contrasts, themes, distinct symbols, colour, shape, form, numbers, or anything else that occurs to you. The important thing is not to try and interpret the cards, nor make sense of them individually. This is not what good tarot readers do at all, although it is the way tarot tends to be taught, unfortunately—one card at a time. (More on that later.) 

				Don’t reject any thought that arises, whether it is a statement of fact or an intuitive impression—especially things that don’t appear to make sense. Have fun and let your consciousness flow until you can’t say or write anything more. The goal is to face the cards in a spirit of enquiry, so if you feel as if you are working too hard or having trouble, simply shuffle the deck and choose a couple of different cards.

				Exercise: Pinpointing

				The next skill is to intuitively locate the centre of an individual card—something we call pinpointing. This allows us to fine-tune our bridging to make it relevant to the individual cards laid down in a spread. Like bridging, pinpointing is something that experienced readers do unconsciously. We’ve used a technique called neuro-linguistic programming (NLP) to model how that happens, so we can teach it to you here.2 

				Pinpointing actually works better when more cards are laid out, and doing so also helps us get over the incorrect assumption that a spread with more cards is harder to read. So take five or six cards out of your deck and spread them out randomly across your table or workspace, face-up. Hover your hand over them with your forefinger pointing down. When you feel that you want to bring your finger down, place it on the physical centre of one particular card.

				Now lift up your finger and take note of what you see in that location. It could be a symbol (“a belt buckle shaped like a lion”) or one detail of a wider image (“a red colour, which is part of the hat of a young man”).

				Repeat this several times and see if you are often drawn to the same card. Take a break and then try the exercise again with different cards. Keep practicing it over a period of time, say a week.

				Once you have a good feel for pinpointing the centre of one particular card, you can move on to the next part of this skill. Repeat the exercise, but this time, allow your finger to drop onto the “centre of meaning” of a card. That is, not the physical centre as before, but a part of the card that you feel drawn toward for its importance. This could be a major symbol (“the sun”) or something quite minor (“a snail in the corner of the picture of a garden”). Make a note of this as before and take time over a few days to practice. 

				In doing this exercise, you are learning to make sense of a large amount of images by focusing your attention on meaningful parts. It is like picking up a language by listening to it being used, identifying specific words and phrases, and eventually making sense of them in context. The teaching of tarot in this book is an immersive experience in the world of symbols. 

				We are now going to practice our essential skills. Think of the scene in the movie The Karate Kid, where the student complains he has not been learning anything useful other than painting the fence and waxing the car. The master then demonstrates how these repeated motions are in fact the blocks and defences of karate, now perfectly practiced and ready for use. Let’s see if this works for tarot. Hai!

				Exercise: Practicing Your Skills in a Reading

				Most tarot teachers go through the cards individually and gradually build up to doing readings over a period of weeks, sometimes starting with simple two- or three-card readings and then working up to larger spreads. This tends to result in students learning to read cards individually first, and then trying to make sense of them together afterwards, usually after a laborious crawl through every card in a spread as if it were the only card there. Once this has been learnt, it is hard to unlearn it. In addition to allowing you to practice your skills of bridging and pinpointing, this exercise will also help you get over the mistaken idea that more cards are harder to read—in fact, it can be quite the opposite.

				Shuffle your deck. Randomly select twenty-five cards and lay them out, face-up, in a grid five cards wide and five cards tall. Cast your gaze over the cards, raise your hand, and pinpoint (you have the skill, like “paint the fence”) one meaningful location. Then raise your hand again and pinpoint another. Next, consider those two symbols and bridge them (“wax the car”). Speak your ideas aloud or write them down in your journal.

				When you have finished talking or writing, repeat the same process, pinpointing and bridging two different locations on the cards. You’ll soon find how incredibly rich and textured this process is, and how much your interpretations already sound like an incredible tarot reading—even before we’ve studied any of the individual cards. Our next essential skill will teach you more about how to talk this walk, and then we can quickly move on to essential methods, which will seem incredibly easy to perform now that you have learnt the skills that lie beneath them.

				You now have two very useful skills, bridging and pinpointing. When combined, they give rise to a third skill: navigating. Here, basically, we take our picture-appreciation from the previous two skills and apply it to talking about our cards. As with everything you are learning, this comes to experienced tarot readers over time. You are short-cutting years of experience to learn the skills that go into masterful readings, so that you can rapidly move beyond the basics and find your own voice.
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				Knight of Pentacles
(Wheel of the Year Tarot)





				Exercise: Dialogue with the Cards

				When we read tarot, we have multiple dialogues—conversations—with our deck, our own inner responses, our client, and sometimes divine sources. Thus when we ask the cards a question, imagining a verbal response from each of these aspects allows us to more clearly identify the issues at hand and the underlying theme of the reading. A list of intriguing questions for practice can be found at the end of this exercise. As an example, we will ask the cards, “What is being created right now?”

				Shuffle your deck and turn up the first card. Our example card is the Knight of Pentacles.



				Study the card, apply your new skill of pinpointing, and imagine the reply: “A world of plenty is being created, full of grapes that can be transformed into pleasure and joy. The world is created for us to recognise and grasp, and it brings us many messages from which to learn…”


				Your imagined response can be drawn from the images on the card, such as the scrolls on the saddle that represent messages, your knowledge of the card’s meanings, your own intuition, or all of the above.

				Next, you have the choice of asking the deck another question, entering into further dialogue in response to this card by drawing another, or making your own statement. 

				You might say, “Well, that’s all very interesting, but what about God’s role?” Then pick the next card. Our example card is the Five of Wands. 

				As you apply your skills of pinpointing and bridging, you imagine the card’s answer, “God is a light that shines down upon all our struggles on earth. And yet, at the same time, we are hand-in-hand with the divine, working for or against the flow…”
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				5 of Wands, 10 of Swords, 8 of Cups (Wheel of the Year Tarot)
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				5 of Wands, 10 of Swords, 8 of Cups (Wheel of the Year Tarot)






				Let’s continue the dialogue: “So you are saying there is a struggle?” We draw the Ten of Swords.

				It replies, “There is indeed a struggle, against death and mortality. The raven sits and watches all things pass away in time. The moon is itself only a reflection of light, and in that illusion we mourn all our lost opportunities…”

				You can see how easy it is to create a conversation. “Oh, well, that sounds bleak…” we say, and draw another card, the Eight of Cups.

				The card says, “It is. We must walk away from whatever attracts us, for it is only an illusion that leads to sorrow. In our own journey through life, we must rise above our struggles to find the divine plan…” 

				And so on, for as many cards as the conversation requires. Have a good talk with your tarot—but hopefully not as solemn a conversation as the usually joyous Wheel of the Year Tarot deck gave us in our example.

				Here are some additional thought-provoking questions to consider:

				 1. What sort of story is my life?

				 2. Where should I start on my path?

				 3. When the Universe talks, what is its tale?

				 4. What will the world (or humankind) grow into?

				And here are a few for use with a brand-new deck:

				 1. How may I use you best? 

				 2. What sort of friend are you?

				 3. What kind of magic are you?

				Essential Methods: 
Using Key Phrases and Keywords

				Having practiced our essential skills, we’ll now learn the essential methods that will soon have you reading tarot easily and enjoyably. 

				Building on the previous exercise, we’ll apply the concept of navigating—which, you will remember, is talking to and about your deck—to a basic method that has served our students well: the use of key phrases and keywords. Below are some examples of what you might actually say when reading each card. Both upright and reversed meanings are given. These key building blocks are drawn from our small reference book, Tarot Flip, which provides a self-contained guide to all seventy-eight cards. You can also refer to our work Around the Tarot in 78 Days, which takes the reader through the entire deck, building up methods and spreads including elemental dignities and the counting method.3

				The Major Arcana

				0: The Fool

				Upright keyword: Frivolity

				What you say: “Take a light-hearted leap into the unknown, for you are free!”

				Reversed keyword: Seriousness

				What you say: “The Fool doesn’t stay upside-down for long. Before you know it, you’ll be laughing about this situation!”

				I: The Magician

				Upright keyword: Success

				What you say: “The Magician brings success and resources to your endeavours.”

				Reversed keyword: Failure

				What you say: “The reversed Magician indicates that you do not have the required resources for what you wish to accomplish.”

				II: The High Priestess

				Upright keyword: Revelation

				What you say: “The High Priestess will reveal what is hidden.”

				Reversed keyword: Secrecy

				What you say: “When reversed, the High Priestess tells us that something is being concealed.”

				III: The Empress

				Upright keyword: Cultivation

				What you say: “The Empress brings gradual growth to your life.”

				Reversed keyword: Harm

				What you say: “The reversed Empress warns that harm may come about because of your intended actions.”

				IV: The Emperor

				Upright keyword: Endurance

				What you say: “The Emperor signifies power and endurance in your situation.”

				Reversed keyword: Instability

				What you say: “When reversed, the Emperor shows instability in your situation.”

				V: The Hierophant

				Upright keyword: Teaching

				What you say: “When the Hierophant appears, he says that we must teach.”

				Reversed keyword: Learning

				What you say: “When the Hierophant is reversed, we are being told we must learn.”

				VI: The Lovers

				Upright keyword: Union

				What you say: “The Lovers brings all things together.”

				Reversed keyword: Separation

				What you say: “The Lovers reversed indicates separation.”

				VII: The Chariot

				Upright keyword: Momentum

				What you say: “The Chariot brings great forward energy to the event or undertaking.”

				Reversed keyword: Stop

				What you say: “When reversed, the Chariot brings a full halt to your energies and projects.”

				VIII: Strength

				Upright keyword: Action

				What you say: “‘Take action’ is the message that Strength brings in a reading.”

				Reversed keyword: Rest

				What you say: “When reversed, the Strength card shows a rest is called for, to establish a better relationship to your life.”

				IX: The Hermit

				Upright keyword: Solitude

				What you say: “The Hermit signifies solitude: time to be by yourself.”

				Reversed keyword: Companionship

				What you say: “The exact opposite of being a Hermit is to seek out companionship, which is the message of this card when reversed.”

				X: The Wheel of Fortune

				Upright keyword: Movement

				What you say: “The Wheel means that everything that happens is connected, and it moves the situation forward.”

				Reversed keyword: Pause

				What you say: “When reversed, the Wheel shows we must take a pause and regain our centre.”

				XI: Justice

				Upright keyword: Accuracy

				What you say: “This card, Justice, shows a fair response to the situation. You reap what you sow.”

				Reversed keyword: Mistake

				What you say: “When upside-down, Justice can mean a mistake is being made.”

				XII: The Hanged Man

				Upright keyword: Surrender

				What you say: “It’s time to let go and surrender to your highest principles.”

				Reversed keyword: Struggle

				What you say: “You may have to struggle to ensure your viewpoint is seen.”

				XIII: Death

				Upright keyword: Life

				What you say: “The Death card shows transformation and new life in your situation.”

				Reversed keyword: Stagnation

				What you say: “Reversed, the Death card suggests that everything will stagnate and rot in this situation.”

				XIV: Temperance

				Upright keyword: Assessment

				What you say: “When the Temperance card appears, it suggests we assess the situation in a balanced manner.”

				Reversed keyword: Overcompensation

				What you say: “Reversed, Temperance can show that we are out of balance and overreacting to the situation.”

				XV: The Devil

				Upright keyword: Withholding

				What you say: “The Devil card in this reading means that not all has been released; something is being withheld.”

				Reversed keyword: Liberation

				What you say: “The Devil, when reversed, is a card of release and liber-ation.”

				XVI: The Tower

				Upright keyword: Acceleration

				What you say: “The Tower never asks—it just happens. An acceleration of events will bring sudden change.”

				Reversed keyword: Fall

				What you say: “When reversed, the Tower shows things crashing down in slow-motion.” 

				XVII: The Star

				Upright keyword: Enlightenment

				What you say: “The beautiful Star card symbolizes the light of vision leading you to a better future.”

				Reversed keyword: Darkness

				What you say: “When the Star is reversed, you must trust your instincts, as things are unclear.”

				XVIII: The Moon

				Upright keyword: Ignorance

				What you say: “The Moon card in your reading shows that some things are unknown. You must learn more to progress.”

				Reversed keyword: Knowledge

				What you say: “When upside-down, the Moon indicates knowledge. It appears that you know everything you need to know about this question.”

				XIX: The Sun

				Upright keyword: Demonstration

				What you say: “The sun shines equally on everything, meaning that this part of your reading is bright and obvious. Good news!”

				Reversed keyword: Concealment

				What you say: “Like the sun behind clouds, when this card is reversed, it means that things are being hidden at this time.”

				XX: Judgement

				Upright keyword: Awakening

				What you say: “The Judgement card shows which part of your life needs awakening.”

				Reversed keyword: Sleep

				What you say: “When reversed, this card means that you must let sleeping dogs lie.”

				XXI: The World

				Upright keyword: Beginning

				What you say: “The World brings new beginnings and the dance of life itself. A powerful and comprehensive card to empower your life.”

				Reversed keyword: Ending

				What you say: “When reversed, the World maintains much of the same meaning, only signifying somewhat more of the ending of the old life prior to the beginning of the new.”

				The Minor Arcana

				Rather than using key phrases, as for the major arcana, our method for the minor arcana uses keywords. These simple keywords were gained through listening to hundreds of tarot readers actually using the cards.

				The Suits

				




					
						
								
								Pentacles: 

							
								
								Resources

							
						

						
								
								Swords:

							
								
								Expectations

							
						

						
								
								Cups:

							
								
								Imagination

							
						

						
								
								Wands:

							
								
								Ambition

							
						

					
				

				The Numbered Cards

				




					
						
								
								Ace:

							
								
								Seed

							
						

						
								
								Two:

							
								
								Organization

							
						

						
								
								Three: 

							
								
								Activation

							
						

						
								
								Four:

							
								
								Application

							
						

						
								
								Five:

							
								
								Boundary

							
						

						
								
								Six:

							
								
								Utilization

							
						

						
								
								Seven: 

							
								
								Reorganization

							
						

						
								
								Eight:

							
								
								Direction

							
						

						
								
								Nine:

							
								
								Rest

							
						

						
								
								Ten:

							
								
								Return

							
						

					
				

				The Court Cards

				




					
						
								
								Page: 

							
								
								Channeling

							
						

						
								
								Knight: 

							
								
								Responding

							
						

						
								
								Queen: 

							
								
								Connecting

							
						

						
								
								King: 

							
								
								Demonstrating
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				2 of Wands
(The Universal Tarot)





				The Two of Wands would be read as the “organization of ambition.” This is reflected in the usual artwork of the card, which is often given the keyword “planning.” Another stock phrase for this card would be “getting your ducks in a row”—in other words, arranging your affairs. 

				Essential Methods: 
Using a Spread

				It is easiest to apply little bits of learning in simple exercises in order to build up to grander efforts, so we will first look at a very simple reading method—a spread that allows us to apply and practice our essential skills of pinpointing, bridging, and navigating.

				This sixteen-card spread, called the Lightning Matrix, is a variation of an ancient Greek oracular method called the Book of Lightning. It uses only the sixteen court cards in what we call a “split deck” method, introduced in the book Tarosophy by Marcus Katz.4 This method separates out different parts of the deck for more precise readings; for example, using just one suit, or using major arcana cards only. 

				We will use this spread to divine how a situation is operating at an energetic level, beneath what we consciously perceive. It is an excellent spread for reading for yourself, as it uncovers facets of the situation you might not be aware of. 

				Note that in this method we will be encouraging a lot of vague intuition on your part. We are not yet going to lay down hard and fast rules—that can come later. There is a great deal of scope for play and guesswork in this method, so don’t be too concerned about doing it “right”—there’s no such thing in face to face tarot, so let’s make that clear now!

				We have found that some people believe the court cards are somehow difficult, but here we will see that they are not. Whilst we will return later to our keywords for the court cards as given in the previous section, for this spread we are going to use a different set of keywords, given by Gérard “Papus” Encausse (1865–1916) at the turn of the nineteenth century. Papus was a man after our own hearts, as he liked to “boil down” his ideas of teaching and turn them into spreads and methods, and from the simple he derived the elegant. He was also fond of coming up with ways of learning and memorising simple rules for the cards.

				In Papus’s The Tarot of the Bohemians, we read that the court cards stand for a man, a woman, a young man, and a child.5 These correspond to the concepts of—and here we have rephrased slightly for contemporary usage—creativity, union, conflict, and transition.

				
						King: Creativity (areas of creation, inspiration, making 
things, building)

						Queen: Union (relationship, agreement, coming together, mixing)

						Knight: Conflict (argument, friction, difference)

						Page: Transition (movement, change, communication)

				

				Exercise: The Lightning Matrix

				Take out the sixteen court cards, usually called page, knight, queen, and king. If you are using the Thoth Tarot deck or similar variants, you will discover these are called, somewhat confusingly, princess, prince, queen, and knight. We remember this alternate naming system by saying, “The princess is a page, the prince a knight, the knight a king, but at least the queen is always a queen.”

				Consider a situation or topic you wish to explore. This could be your relationship, employment, health, a house move, or a legal issue—anything, really, as long as it relates to you, not someone else. (Of course, we use our reading as just one factor in our decision-making, not as a substitute for professional advice on critical topics.) Our cards are trusted tools of insight and offer us new perspectives, perhaps even so accurately as to predict the most likely future—but for now, let’s take them as new friends we do not yet entirely know or trust.

				The situation can be as simple or complex as you wish. We never have a full picture of the map of the territory in which we live, so it really doesn’t matter whether you focus on some general situation or a specific aspect of it. We choose a topic when reading tarot to assist with our interpretation, although in actual practice we often find the cards answering another question entirely, not the one that has been asked. When this happens, we go with what the cards seem to want to tell us.

				Shuffle the cards. When you are ready, and this can be at any point, stop shuffling. Strangely enough, this is one of the most-asked questions in our classes and online—not “how do I read the cards?” but “how do I know when to stop shuffling?” Whilst it is an important question, since we all want to ensure the cards we lay out are the “correct” ones, the usual answer is the most annoying one: “You just know.” We sometimes wait for a card to “stick” in place, or to feel as if they are being arranged just so. If you prefer a fixed method or rule, try shuffling as you recite a certain verse, prayer, invocation, or statement. An example might be, “O cards of power, in this hour, tell me true, tell me do.” Repeat this verse for the magical number of seven times and then stop shuffling. You can also devise your own verse.

				Lay out the cards, face-up, in four rows of four. As you probably know, some spreads have fixed positions, where each position in the spread has a meaning or a context in which the card is read. Other spreads are more freeform and use a linear storytelling method wherein each card is read as part of a loose narrative. Here we’re using what is called in Tarosophy a “nonpositional” spread, where the cards themselves, rather than their positions, denote their meaning in the overall interpretation. 



				[image: 9.ai]
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				Now that we have our matrix, cast your eye over the spread and see where your attention is repeatedly drawn. This may or may not be where your attention is first drawn. Think of it like walking into a crowded room and seeing patterns, such as noticing all the younger men or women first.

				From our classes we know that not everyone is a visual person, so we have come up with useful alternative practices. If you feel unsure by just looking at the cards, try holding your hand palm-down and running it over the whole spread until you feel that one card is hotter, colder, sharper, or heavier than any others. If you feel this strongly, you are probably a kinesthetic person, rather than a visual one. You can also close your eyes and hum whilst imagining the whole square of the reading. Wait until your humming is interrupted in your head and then look to see which card corresponds with the “odd note” of your humming. It’s like having radar go over the area until you get a “ping.” If this works for you, you are likely an auditory person.

				Now that you’ve identified the most significant card in the spread, we’ll call it the significator. The word “significator” is from Latin, meaning sign—something that points to something else. It may seem strange to call one card the significator when every single tarot card in a reading points to some aspect of life experience in symbols. Usually, though, the significator is taken to represent the person asking the question. In this reading, the card you have repeatedly been drawn toward is your position or role in the situation we’re exploring.

				To interpret it, firstly consider the location of the card—is it in the middle? That simply means that you are in the centre of the situation—it is all about you! If your card is on top, this means you are looking down on the situation; in other words, you are somewhat removed from the main event. If your card is on the bottom, you may be feeling overwhelmed. Allow the feelings and impressions to come to the surface freely, and don’t censor yourself. 

				Next, we see in our matrix where the energy is flowing. The energy of the court cards is very simple—king: creativity; queen: union; knight: conflict; page: transition. Take a look first at creativity—where is that shown in your matrix? Are there several kings together? Where are they located—a little creative hub in one area of the reading, or scattered all around? Keep in mind that kings may also represent inspiration, or making and building things, depending upon your question. 

				Now look at the queens, symbolizing union (relationship, agreement, coming together, mixing). How are they trying to bring together the energy in the situation? What do you think this might indicate? Again, don’t worry if your impressions are vague at the moment. This is a practice method to get us thinking.

				Next take a look at the conflict cards—the knights. If there are a couple of them close together, this will show you the source of the conflict, whether inside yourself or between the people in the situation. Use your intuition and allow the images on the cards to speak to you. 

				Finally, consider the pages, which relate to transitions (also movement, change, and communication). These show where movement is likely, where change is happening. Are they all in one place, or scattered? How are they grouped with the other court cards? What might this mean? 

				Now look at the matrix as a whole once more. What other patterns are present? Considering these other factors can enhance your interpretation, an idea that we’ll explore in more detail later. Do not be overly concerned that you may not be interpreting your matrix correctly. We have only just started on our journey. The trick is to see how face to face tarot uses simple rules to generate patterns that work with your intuition.

				Here are four possible scenarios based on this spread. In all of them, you can see how easily your intuition combines with the patterns of the cards to arrive at a conclusion. 

				 1. If your significator was a page (a transition card) and all   the other pages were on the other side of the matrix from   you, with two kings (creativity) in between, what might   this mean? Do not read the suits yet, just the levels of   transition or change, separated by creativity.

				 2. If three knights (conflict) surrounded a queen (union)   in one corner of the matrix, what might this signify if   it were a relationship question? What might this signify   if the question were about one’s finances instead?

				 3. If you were examining your job, and the lightning matrix   had a row of pages (transition) in the diagonal, ending in   a queen (union), would this mean that you should stick to   your present job or take a partnership offer to start a new   venture?

				 4. If you were reading to locate a lost item, and there were   two queens (union) together with your significator   card above them, would this mean that the item had   been lost underneath something, or would it mean the   item had been put out of sight higher up, like on a closet   shelf? Might it mean that you lost the item in the   women’s changing rooms, or in a car park? 

				This reading method will teach you an almost infinite number of ways to read from just sixteen cards, based on learning only four keywords—creativity, union, conflict, and transition. (We are sure Papus would be very pleased to see us all using his idea.) We have not yet discussed how we would add in the meanings of the suits, which will deepen this method. We feel it best to practice in “layers,” introducing each new idea after previous ones have been practiced and experienced fully.

				We have chosen this spread to present first because it introduces the most fundamental skill of all excellent tarot readers—pattern recognition. You may recognise this term from chess, where it is the mark of a grand master. The simple rules of chess produce a massive amount of variations, just like a tarot reading. It is by learning and practising the basic skills that the tarot master is created. When you become more adept, you will start to recognise patterns in the clouds, the stars, the movement of a person’s hand. The world will become a living and open oracle and in that moment all will be revealed to you. This is the true secret of face to face tarot: we use it to come face to face with the divine universe.

				[contents]
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