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This is the story of snow.

Snow begins with a speck.

The speck becomes the center of a snow crystal.

A snow crystal forms as it falls.

Snow crystals can be stars.

Snow crystals can be plates.

Snow crystals can also be columns.

6 is the magic number for snow crystals.

Snow crystals are rarely perfect.

A snow crystal can be a twin!

A snow crystal can have bumps!

Many snow crystals make one snowflake.

Once a snow crystal lands, it starts to wither away.

Are no two snow crystals alike?

How to Catch Your Own Snow Crystals

A snow crystal is a letter from the sky.
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Clouds are mostly made of air, which we cant see. Then there is water vapor (water in the form of a gas), which we also cant see. We do see the billions of tiny droplets of liquid water and ice crystals that float in the cloud. They reflect light, making the cloud visible.




Our story starts on a winter day, high up in the sky, in a cloud that is very, very cold.


This is the story of snow.






Snow begins with a speck.



Clouds are mostly made of air and water, but there are also bits of other things, like tiny particles of dirt, ash, and salt. Even living bacteria can float in the wind and end up in a cloud. A snow crystal needs one of these specks to start growing.




These specks are all much smaller than the eye can see. But if you could see them


[image: image 4]






[image: volcano]Ash or soot from a volcano or fire

[image: flower]Grain of pollen from a flower

[image: sun]Salt left over from ocean water that evaporates

[image: soil]Particle of soil

[image: leaves]Bacteria from plant leaves
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