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  You’re in a far-flung corner of the globe, it’s the early hours of the morning and you’ve just checked into your hotel after an exhausting flight. The prospect of a seven-thirty business breakfast is filling you with dread, and you’ve a nagging feeling you forgot to pack your toothbrush. Very little seems right with the world. But then you notice a sign in the corner of the bathroom: ‘Please to bathe inside the tub.’ Despite your tiredness, you can’t help but smile. Yes – you’re Lost in Translation.


  All over the world, from Beijing to Buenos Aires, in hotels and restaurants and taxis and zoos (yes, zoos), these priceless nuggets of verbal dottiness lie in wait, ready to brighten the lives of the jaded voyagers who chance upon them. They are the reward points on our Travel loyalty card. They are the treats we earn for enduring mislaid luggage, deep-vein thrombosis and stony-faced stewardesses. Never failing to amuse, they put a spring in our step with nothing more complicated than an off-balance vocabulary and some iffy syntax. It’s English, Jim, but not as we know it.


  Sometimes you can tell what was meant: ‘Our wine list leaves you nothing to hope for.’ Sometimes you can’t: ‘Nobody is allowed to sit on the both sides of the boat.’ Sometimes you’re not sure whether you can tell or not: the Indian hotel, for instance, that warns ‘No spiting on the walls.’ Is that ‘spitting’ or ‘writing’? If the former, why only on the walls? A hotel in Beijing tells guests they have ‘No permission to wench.’ Is this a deliberately invented verb, a discreet euphemism for the professional activities of a certain kind of lady? Or do they mean something else? If so, what? ‘Wrench’? But what could you wrench in a hotel room? The mind boggles.


  Other entries belong firmly in the ‘How did that happen?’ file. The fake Liverpool FC shirts in China, for example, which have meticulously copied every last detail, right down to the club crest . . . and then turned ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ into ‘You’ll Never Pickle Again’. Occasionally you’re left in doubt as to whether the language is wrong or not. A notice in one Shanghai hotel reads: ‘It is forbidden to play the recorder in guest rooms.’ Do they really mean ‘recorder’? If so, why? Has there been an epidemic of people playing that instrument? Do the Chinese take particular offence at it, even more than we do? Is that possible?


  The beauty of getting lost in translation is that you never know where you’ll end up. Some examples mess with your head: ‘If you wish, you may open the window. Do not open the Window.’ Some are inadvertently beautiful: ‘Little grass is smiling slightly, please walk on the pavement.’ Some verge on philosophy: ‘Danger comes soonest when it’s despised.’ But whatever the effect, a chuckle is never far away.


  A final word of caution. Amused as we are by other nations’ fumblings with our language, we should never forget that their English is infinitely better than our Thai/Polish/Vietnamese. Indeed, sometimes it’s better than our English – you’ll find several examples in these pages from English-speaking nations, whether from the land of Shakespeare or the Land of the Free.


  So enjoy. Go forth, take the plunge . . . and get thoroughly Lost in Translation.


  



  Have you spotted something you’d like to see included in the next volume of Lost in Translation? An item on a menu, an instruction leaflet, a hotel notice? If so, we’d love to hear from you: lostintranslation@virgin.net


  Plane Speaking
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  You’re heading for a world where the English language has been tweaked a little. The first signs come before you’ve even landed . . .
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  Air China brochure:


  Dear Passenger, Wish you have a joyful journey! When you are in public talking and laughing and drinking and singing living a happy life, suddenly you feel some part of your body is too itchy to endure. How embarrassed! Please dial fax 01-491-02538, you will gain an unexpected result.
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  Chinese in-flight magazine:


  We’d like to offer our affection as a gift by the white bird on sky to every genuinely go the same may together with you. This is our only requite to you.


  And another:


  Besides, try to prepare all you need before pack, and then, you can arrange everything’s position entirely, or you will make yourself confusion.
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  Instructions on a Korean flight:


  Upon arrival at Kimpo and Kimahie Airport, please wear your clothes.
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  Aeroflot advert:


  Introducing wide boiled aircraft for your comfort.
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  Caption in a Chinese in-flight magazine, underneath a picture of a kilt-wearing bagpipe player:


  A man dressed in a Scottish woolen skirt blowing air whistle.
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  Job recruitment advert for Nok Air airline, Thailand:


  If you are energetic, living, friendly . . .
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  Danish airline:


  We take your bags and send them in all directions.
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  Chapter title from a book about the history of the Garuda airline, Indonesia:


  Total Quality Qontrol.
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  On an airsickness bag on a Spanish aeroplane:


  Bags to be use in case of sickness or to gather remains.


  [image: ]



  Things don’t look that much better on the ground . . .


  Notice on a broken turnstile at Salzburg, Austria, passport control:


  Out of work.
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  Sign at a Beijing airport café:


  Welcome greet Presence.
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  Restaurant in Ben Gurion Airport, Israel:


  Payment Before Ordering.
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  On a luggage trolley at Singapore airport:


  Not to be removed from Crewe Station.
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  Sign on a metal-detector scanner in France:


  People with peace-maker do not pass.
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  But let’s not forget – you don’t have to travel abroad to get lost in translation . . .


  At Heathrow Airport, London, UK:


  No electric people carrying vehicles past this point.
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  Room for Improvement
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  You’ve negotiated the flight, you’ve battled your way through the airport – now you head for the single most prolific source of dodgy English known to mankind: the hotel. The fun starts before you even get to your room . . .
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  Qatar:


  Please do not use the lift when it is not working.
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  In a hotel lobby, Beijing, China:


  Good apperance please no watermelon please.
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  Paris, France:


  Please leave your values at the front desk.
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  Pingyao, China:


  Gussethouse.
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  Bishek, Kyrgyzstan:


  No entries in upper clothes.
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  Seoul, South Korea:


  Third floor: Turkey Bath.
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  Zurich, Switzerland:


  We have nice bath and are very good in bed.
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  Name of a hotel in Lectoure, France:


  Hotel de Bastard.
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  Czechoslovakia:


  Take one of our horse-driven city tours. We guarantee no miscarriages.
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  Thailand (offering donkey rides):


  Would you like to ride on your own ass?
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  Baghdad, Iraq:


  No consummation whatever may take place in this foyer.
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  Africa:


  You may choose between a room with a view on the sea or the backside of the country.
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  Amalfi, Italy:


  Suggestive views from every window.
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  Bucharest, Romania:


  The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time we regret that you will be unbearable.
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  Leh, India:


  The Old Ladakh Guest House (hospitalizing since 1974).
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  Seoul:


  Choose twin bed or marriage size; we regret no King Kong size.
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  Japan:


  City Hotel & Nut Club.
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  India:


  Welcome to Hotel Cosy: where no one’s stranger.
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  In a hotel cloakroom, Berlin, Germany:


  Please hang yourself here.
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  Cambodian hotel chain:


  Aggressive Hotels.
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  In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery:


  You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily except Thursdays.
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  In a Tokyo hotel laundry room:


  To everyone of the use, Laundromat –


  Many people use a Laundromat. Let’s comply with the next item to use it for the cleanness safety.


  1. Let’s read the explanation of the way of using it well, and use the washing machine, the dryness machine properly.


  2. Let’s wash a hand well before and after a wash.


  3. Don’t wash the person who get’s an epidemic, and clothes which contacted with the person.


  4. Don’t wash a diaper which urine stuck to, sports shoes, an animal’s rug because an unpleasantness is given to the person handled later and it is un-sanitation.


  5. Let’s bring it back after you spread the wash from the dryness machine and a state is done.


  6. Please ask a satellite control person in charge for the inquiry about the establishment, the contact of in case of emergency.
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  Sign in the courtyard of a Barcelona hotel, Spain:


  No automobiles, Pederosts only.
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  Istanbul, Turkey:


  Flying water in all rooms. You may bask in sun on patio.
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  In an Italian hotel, signs by the bell:


  If service is required, give two strokes to the maid and three to the waiter.


  It is kindly requested from our guests that they avoid dirting and doing rumours in the rooms.


  Hot and cold water running up and down the stairs.
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  Left your values? And indeed your watermelon? Good. You may now proceed to your room – where yet more delights await . . .


  Ethiopia:


  To call room service, please to open door and call Room Service. Please call quiet, people may sleep.
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  On a hotel television set, Belgrade, Serbia:


  If set breaks, inform manager. Do not interfere with yourself.
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  Indonesia:


  Someday laundry service.
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  Torremolinos, Spain:


  Take Discotheque with or without date, in summer plus open air bonging bar.
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  Cairo, Egypt:


  On September 30, winter timing will start. As of 12:00 midnight all clocks will be forward one hour back.
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  Tokyo, Japan:


  Is forbitten to steal hotel towels please. If you are not person to do such thing is please not to read notis.
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  Shanghai, China:


  It is forbidden to play the recorder in guest rooms.
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  Las Palmas, Canary Islands:


  If you telephone for room service you will get the answer you deserve.
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  Milan, Italy:


  Our barmen will be pleased to suggest you the menu selection in the intimate atmosphere of the bar Caffe Doria or in the quiteness of your room.
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  Notice by a phone, Amsterdam, the Netherlands:


  Telephone instructions can be found on the backside.
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  Italy:


  Unfortunately the Hotel is not endowed with restaurant.
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  In a Tokyo hotel bathroom:


  Volume on. Squelch. Please dial to shut whenever you want to.
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  Rome, Italy:


  Please dial 7 to retrieve your auto from the garbage.
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  Budapest, Hungary:


  All rooms not denounced by twelve o’clock will be paid for twicely.
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  Hamburg, Germany:


  It is our intention to pleasure you every day.
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  Tokyo:


  Guests are requested not to smoke or do other disgusting behaviours in bed.
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  T’aipei, Taiwan:


  If there is anything we can do to assist and help you, please do not contact us.
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  Vietnam:


  Visitor should be not carried: arm, pets of material should be fired into the hotel. Visitor should be not ironed-cooked-washed. Hotel has got every service for a visitor.
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  Guangdong, China:


  We serve you with hostiality.
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  Seoul:


  Measles not included in room charge.
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  Weifang, China:


  Invisible service is available for your rest being not disturbed.
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  Seeduwa, Sri Lanka:


  Harold Tribune is available at lobby paper rack.
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  Brunei:


  Please keep shutters close or monkey make you crazy.
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  Seoul:


  If you wish, you may open the window. Do not open the Window.
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  Sri Racha, Thailand:


  No in the room.
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  Dalat, Vietnam:


  LAUNDRY BAG


  19: Skirt


  20: Stocking


  21: Hand Kerchief


  22: Big Towel


  23: Small Towel


  24: Hat


  25: Shoes


  26: Tie


  27: Price of ironing


  28: Car with 12 to 14 seats


  29: Car with 4 seats.
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  Thailand:


  At the cashier’s counter kindly note that personal cheese are not accepted.
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  Serbia:


  Voltage is 220 V but the use of the electric i rous or telt les is not permitted.
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  Also in Serbia:


  For schedube and programmes of theaters as well as the tickets for all the types of performances, please, consult (he hall parter).
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  Bangkok, Thailand:


  Please maintain temperature at 1 degree from 25, any higher or lower will only make the room hotter or colder.


  [image: ]



  Italy:


  This hotel is renowned for its peace and solitude. In fact, crowds from all over the world flock here to enjoy its solitude.
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  Bosnia:


  Guests should announce the abandonment of their rooms before 12 o’clock, emptying the room at the latest until 14 o’clock, for the use of the room before 5 at the arrival or after the 16 o’clock at the departure, will be billed as one night more.
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  In a bed-and-breakfast establishment near Giverny, France:


  Welcome in your home.


  We are pleased to share with you our way of living. Please listen to these few words.


  The genuine antics in your room come from our family castle. Long life to it.


  Please avoid coca watering, cream cleaning, wet towels wrapping and ironing drying. For your linen we have at your disposal garden and ironing facilities.


  Due to our location in the countryside, care not to throw anything (no rubber) in the toilet (WC).


  Don’t hesitate to use the terrace or the lounge. More comfortable than a bar in your bed.


  Have a nice stay. We’ll do our best to please you and help you discovering French typical surroundings.


  [image: ]



  Sorrento, Italy:


  The concierge immediately for informations. Please don’t wait last minutes. Then it will be too late to arrange any inconveniences.
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  Leipzig, Germany:


  Ladies, please rinse out your teapots standing upside down in sink. In no event should hot bottoms be placed on counter.
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  Ankara, Turkey:


  Please hang your order before retiring on your doorknob.
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  India:


  No spiting on the walls.
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  Tel Aviv, Israel:


  If you wish breakfast, lift the telephone and our waitress will arrive. This will be enough to bring up your food.
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  Madrid, Spain:


  If you wish disinfection enacted in your presence, cry out for the chambermaid.


  [image: ]


  Colombo, Sri Lanka:


  Please do not bathe outside the bathtub.
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  Switzerland:


  It is defended to promenade the corridors in the boots of the mountain in front of six hours.
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  Copenhagen, Denmark:


  Take care of burglars.
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  Italy:


  Please report all leakings on the part of the staff.
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  Hue, Vietnam:


  Toilet was cleaned and spayed.
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  Austria:


  Not to perambulate the corridors in the hours of repose in the boots of ascension.
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  Athens, Greece:


  Visitors are expected to complain at the office between the hours of 9 and 11 a.m. daily.
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  Moscow, Russia:


  If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.
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  Japan:


  Cooles and Heates:


  If you want just condition of warm in your room, please control yourself.
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  Acapulco, Mexico:


  The manager has personally passed all the water served here.


  [image: ]



  Hotel rate card in Chiang Mai, Thailand:


  Extra Bad – 150 baht.
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  Brasov, Romania:


  Dear Guts.
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  Serbia:


  The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the job of the chambermaid. Turn to her straightaway.
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  Mexico City:


  We sorry to advise you that by a electric disperfect in the generator master of the elevator we have the necessity that don’t give service at our distinguishable guests.
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  Moscow:


  The passenger must get free the room before two o’clocks of the day they are abandoning in other case, as the passenger fracture the day and must the administration pay for full.


  [image: ]



  Zurich:


  Do you wish to change in Zurich? Do so at the hotel bank!
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  Italy:


  Do not adjust yor light hanger. If you wish more light see manager.
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  Japan:


  Depositing the room key into another person is prohibited.
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  Lobby shop in Kuantan, Malaysia:


  Found in the lobby.
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  Japan:


  Please to bathe inside the tub.
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  Taiwan:


  Do not wear slippers to prevent falling in bath.
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  Thailand:


  Please do not bring solicitors into your room.
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  Gaspe Peninsula, Canada:


  No dancing in the bathrooms!
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  Tokyo:


  Keep your hands away from unnecessary buttons for you.
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  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil:


  Visit the hairdresser in the Sub Soil of this Hotel.
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  France:


  Wondering what to wear? A sports jacket may be worn to dinner, but no trousers.
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  Japan:


  You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid.
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  Hotel on the Ionian Sea:


  In order to prevent shoes from mislaying, please don’t corridor them. The management cannot be held.
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  Palma de Mallorca, Majorca:


  Every Sunday very greay kocks fights at Ca’n Veta jurt in front of the ancient rase horces.
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  Guest questionnaire from a hotel in Lavenham, Suffolk, UK:


  Was there a particular member of staff who made you stay memorable?
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  Guest questionnaire, Vinales, Cuba:


  1. What did you look for?


  2. What did you find it?


  Possible ‘How was the service?’ answers:


  A. Excellent


  B. The awaited one


  C. Almost the awaiting one


  D. Nothing
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  Poland:


  Sweat dreams.
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  Zurich:


  Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests of the opposite sex in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby be used for this purpose.
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  Beijing:


  No permission to wench.
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  You’d think that if there was one thing on which hotels would make themselves clear, it’d be their fire procedure. Think again . . .


  Finland:


  If you cannot reach a fire exit, close the door and expose yourself at the window.


  [image: ]


  Florence, Italy:


  Fire! It is what we can be doing, we hope. No fear. Not ourselves. Say quickly to all people coming up down, everywhere, a prayer always is a clerk. He is assured of safety by expert men who are in the bar for telephone for the fighters of the fire come out.
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  Milan:


  In case of a fire in your room and your inability to put the fire out: Leave the room closing the door, find the exit following the signals. Don’t bother with your luggage. Don’t use the elevators (lifts). Don’t shout or run. Try to inform the desk, any personnel you might get across.
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  France:


  In the event of fire the visitor, avoiding panic, is to walk down the corridor to warn the chambermaid.
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  Moscow:


  By all means report the fire to the floor-attendant or to any other authority of the hotel.
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  Copenhagen:


  In the event of fire, open a window and announce your presence in a seemly manner.
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  Beijing:


  No smoking in bed. If it’s on fire the guests should be disperse according to the safety way.
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  Vienna, Austria:


  In case of fire, do your utmost to alarm the hotel porter.
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  Saudi Arabia:


  In case of fire, please read this.
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  Japan:


  In case of fire, try to use the fire ex-ting wisher.
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  London, UK:


  All fire extinguishers must be examined at least five days before any fire.
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  Laon, France, English translation of a sign in French, reading ‘En cas de feu - restez calme’:


  In case of fire do not lose your temper.
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  Sometimes it’s even more serious than fire . . .


  Tokyo:


  In case of earthquake, use the torch to pass yourself out.
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  Feeling peckish? Why not pop down to your friendly hotel restaurant? . . .


  



  Madrid:


  Our wine list leaves you nothing to hope for.
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  Belgrade:


  Restauroom open daily.
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  Torremolinos:


  We highly recommend the hotel tart.
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  Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam:


  Tasty tacos and beautiful tarts are the order of the day.
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  Vietnam:


  Compulsory Buffet Breakfast.
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  Jakarta, Indonesia:


  Wondering where to eat? Grill and roast your clients! Open for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch.
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  Nairobi, Kenya:


  Customers who find our waitresses rude ought to see the manager.
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  Bulgaria:


  If you are satisfactory, tell your friends. If you are unsatisfactory, warn the waitress.
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  Poland:


  As for the tripe served you at the Hotel Monopol, you will be singing its praises to your grandchildren on your deathbed.
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  Sri Lanka:


  A La Crate Menu.
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  Ankara:


  You are invite to visit our restaurant where you can eat the Middle East Foods in a European ambulance.
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  Miyanoshita, Japan:


  We now have a Sukiyaki Restaurant with lodging facilities for those who want to have experiences on Japanese bedding.
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  Jakarta:


  JP Bistro – a contemporary brassiere-style restaurant . . .
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  Of course, competition in the hotel industry is fierce. Owners will do anything to get your business. Anything, that is, except check what they’ve written . . .



  



  Sicilian travel brochure:


  Bath in room, pavements in cooked.
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  Replies from German hotels in response to enquiries about accommodation:


  We have ample garage accommodation for your char.


  In the close village you can buy jolly memorials for when you pass away.


  I send you my prices. If I am dear to you and your mistress she might perhaps be reduced.


  We are also noted for having children.


  I am honourable to accept your impossible request. Unhappy it is I here have not bedroom with bath. A bathroom with bed I have. I can though give you a washing with pleasure in a most clean spring with no person to see. I insist that you will like this.


  I am amazing diverted by your entreaty for a room. I can offer you a commodious chamber with a balcony imminent to the romantic gorge and I hope you will want to drop in.


  A vivacious stream washes my doorsteps so do not concern yourself that I am not too good in bath. I am superb in bed.


  Sorrowfully I cannot abide your auto.


  Having freshly taken over the proprietry of this notorious house, I am wishful that you remove to me your esteemed costume.


  Standing among savage scenery the hotel offers stupendous revelations. There is a French widow in every bedroom, affording delightful prospects.


  I give personal look to the interior wants of each guest. Here you shall be well fed up, and agreeably drunk.


  Our charges for weekly visitors are scarcely creditable.


  Peculiar arrangements for gross parties.


  Our motto is ‘ever serve you right’.


  A hotel should be a home from home. But then again, it’s at home where most deaths occur.
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  Assistant public relations manager of a Jakarta hotel after a death there (reported in the Jakarta Post):


  Please tell the public not to kill themselves on hotel property if they want to die. It only confounds us. They can do it in the river for example.
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  Advert for a Tokyo hotel:


  Our staffs are always here waiting for you to patronize them.
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  Hotel brochure in Qingdao, China:


  Hua Tian Hotel is among the few best foreign affairs hotels.
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  Hotel in Sorrento:


  Syrene Bellevue Hotel joins a modern functional equipment with a distinguished and smart style of the 18th century. The restaurant salon with a large view of the Gulf of Naples, a restaurant service with a big choice, the private beach to be reached by a lift from inside directly, complete the undiscussable peculiarities of this unit.




End of sample
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