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THE BOY OCTAVIAN IS RAISED IN A GAUNT HOUSE by men engaged in mysterious pursuits. [image: ] It is revealed that the men of the house are philosophers pursuing subtle knowledge of the arts and sciences, calling themselves The Novanglian College of Lucidity: Novanglian, for the house is located in the New England Colonies, in the town of Boston; Lucidity, for it is an age when Enlightenment illumines every corner of the unknown. [image: ] The eccentricities of that College are many; the boy Octavian’s mother will not tell him of why he must live there, or why she is constrained as often she is. [image: ] The reader is made acquainted with two of Octavian’s friends, a slave named Pro Bono and Octavian’s tutor, Dr. Trefusis. [image: ] Through hints by these savant gentlemen and examination of his circumstances, Octavian realizes the nature of his situation: He is the subject of a great experiment, in which the scholars of the College of Lucidity seek to determine whether the capacities of the African are equal to those of the European. [image: ] Accordingly, Octavian has received instruction in all of the gentle arts, in the deepest sciences, and is an excellent Latinist. [image: ] The College of Lucidity having suffered some financial embarrassment, Pro Bono is given to a potential investor as a gift. [image: ] As the Colonies resist taxation by the Crown, the tumults of war press themselves upon the College. [image: ] Adding to the distresses of the age, the smallpox threatens the beleaguered city. [image: ] Fearing disease, a revolt by the slaves, and a myriad of other destructive eventualities, the scholars of the College flee Boston and establish quarantine in the countryside, where they inoculate all of their party against the pox. [image: ] Something goes amiss with the inoculation, and several members of the party suffer the full agonies of the disease. [image: ] The disease proves fatal to Octavian’s mother. [image: ] Dumbfounded by the scene of horror he discovers when he seeks to pay his last respects to her, Octavian flees the College of Lucidity. [image: ] He takes refuge with the rebels, aiding in the fortification of the countryside as Boston, now a fastness for the King’s Army, is besieged by the Patriots. [image: ] One of the Patriots, without knowledge, betrays our hero to an agent of the College of Lucidity, and the boy is again captured. [image: ] Taken back to the house in the countryside, he defies his former masters. [image: ] With the aid of his tutor, Dr. Trefusis, he escapes, leaving the masters of the College drugged and insensate. [image: ] Dr. Trefusis and Octavian, now under fear of a sentence of death, flee towards the city and the King’s camp, where they might find safety. [image: ] Octavian muses on who — the King’s forces or the rebels’ — offers the greater hope of freedom to him and his fellow Africans, embonded in the New World.
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THE KINGDOM
ON THE WAVES

drawn primarily from the Nautical Diary
of Private Octavian Nothing, copicd, enlarged,
and embellished by his own Hand

When thou passest theovagh the waters, T will be with thee; and through
the rivers,they shall not overflow thee. ... For I am the Lord thy God,
the Holy One of Tsrael, thy Saviour: T gave Egypt for thy ransom,
Ehiopia and Seba for thee.

Taiah 432

Time s like a river made up of the events which happen, and a violent
tream; for as soon as 2 thing has been scen, it is carred away, and
another comes i its place, and this will be carred away too.

Mareus Aurelis, Meditations
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THE
REASONING
ENGINE

from the Diary of
Mr. Josiab Gitney

“Ipity
His rcchednes, thogh be s my enemy,
Forthe terrile yoke of Windress tat is o b
L hink of bim, et alo of myslf
For.. e are dim shages, o more, and
ceighles shads.™

__ Sophocles, Ajax
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TABULA
RASA

which concludes the
Manuseript Testimony
of Octavian Nothing

“What ought I to do? I see only darkness everywhere. Shal |
believe T am nothing? Shall T believe I am God? ‘Al thing
change and succeed each other.” You are mistaken; there ..

__ Blaise Pascal, Pensées [uncompleted fragment]
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MOTHERLAND

drawn from the

Nautical Diary of
Private Octavian Nothing

If Buttercups buzzed after the Bee,
If Boats were on Land, and Chorches on Sea,
If Ponies rode Men, and the Grassate the Cow, .
Then Al of the World would be turned upside down,
Down, derry down,
Then All of the World would be turned upside down.

" Traditional
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THE HOUSE
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THE THEATER
OF WAR

drawn from the
Manuscript Testimony
of Octavian Gitney

Persuna in Latin signifis the Disguise,or Outward Appearanee
of & man, counterfeited on the Stages and sometimes more
particularly that part of it, which disguiseth the face, 35 2
Mask or Visard. ... So that a Person, i the same that an Actor
i, both on the Stage and in common Conversation; and to
Personate, is o Act,or Represent himsel, o another.

" Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, XVI
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