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  Map of sites of Tibetan demonstrations during March and April 2008.


  Introduction

  


  The 1876 Battle of the Little Bighorn is popularly known to Americans as Custer’s Last Stand. George Armstrong Custer was the commander of the U.S. Army’s Seventh Cavalry, which was pursuing Sioux and Cheyenne Indians who had fled into Montana from reservations in South Dakota. These Great Plains Indians, led by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, had seen the U.S. government’s promises of territorial autonomy, “as long as the grass grows and the streams flow,” in the Black Hills of South Dakota violated within three years after gold was discovered there. Custer underestimated the number of Indians when he attacked, leading to his “Last Stand.” The Battle of the Little Bighorn was not only Custer’s Last Stand but also that of the last of the free Indians, who gained a gratifying victory but knew that it meant their end.


  Although there is an interesting analogy between the history of the American conquest of the Native Americans and that of China over Tibet, it should not be taken too far. This is in fact a favorite analogy of the Chinese and their apologists because it implies inevitability, a natural replacement of a primitive culture by one more advanced, and a precedent implicating China’s American critics in the same crime of which China is accused. China’s ultimate defense for its claim to Tibet is similar to Americans’ manifest destiny argument in regard to the American continent and its natives. As Chairman Mao said openly to Tibetans in the early 1950s, Tibet should fulfill China’s need for natural resources while China would fulfill Tibet’s need for people. Much like Americans’ attitudes toward the unexplored west in the nineteenth century, many Chinese tended to regard Tibet not as a nation or a people but as an essentially empty territory open for settlement and exploitation.


  The difference between these two conquests is that Tibet had a high and ancient civilization with a written language and extensive literature, a unique religious culture, a functioning government administering a defined territory, and a Tibetan consciousness as a distinct nation. Tibet had all the characteristics of a national entity, and was therefore entitled according to international law to the right of national self-determination. The Native Americans in contrast had no common spoken language, no written language, and no state structure. Another difference is that Americans did little to disguise the nature of their conquest of the continent, whereas China pretends that Tibet has always been part of China and that China has liberated the Tibetans. Perhaps this is the only way in which human civilization has advanced in the interim. Now, conquerors at least feel the need to disguise and justify their conquests.


  The demonstrations and riots in Tibet in March 2008 were the largest anti-Chinese protests there since March 1989, when martial law was imposed for a year, or perhaps even since the 1959 revolt. The magnitude and spread of the protests to all parts of the Tibetan Plateau, including many areas outside the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), fully justify their characterization as a Tibetan national uprising. China’s response to this rejection of its rule was a typical combination of repression and propaganda. The Chinese government’s response and that of the Chinese people to what they regarded as an attempt to spoil the Beijing Olympics and to damage China’s reputation revealed much about the nature of modern Chinese nationalism.


  On 10 March 2008 some five hundred monks of Drepung monastery, located a few miles northwest of Lhasa on the edge of the Lhasa valley, attempted to march into the center of the city. They were stopped within a few miles of their monastery by Chinese security police. Some of the monks were reportedly arrested and beaten. The rest were then confined to their monastery, which was surrounded by police. Meanwhile, a smaller number of monks from another of Lhasa’s large monasteries, Sera, about three miles from the center of the city on the northern edge of the Lhasa valley, were arrested near the Jokhang, the central temple of Lhasa, for carrying the banned Tibetan flag.1


  The next day an estimated six hundred monks from Sera were prevented from marching on Lhasa to demand the release of their fellows arrested the day before. Again, some of the monks were reportedly beaten and arrested and the monastery was subsequently surrounded by police. The monks of the last of the three great monasteries near Lhasa, Ganden, some twenty miles to the east, were prevented from demonstrating the next day by security forces that had surrounded that monastery as well. Nuns from Chutsang nunnery in Lhasa were also stopped from demonstrating. The monks were deprived of food and water and those arrested were reportedly mistreated, which became a source of more discontent. Rumors spread that some monks had been killed by security personnel or secretly executed. Two Drepung monks attempted suicide on Wednesday.


  The occasion for these protests was the forty-ninth anniversary of the 10 March 1959 Tibetan revolt against Chinese rule that led to the flight of the Dalai Lama into exile in India. The purpose of the protests was revealed by their symbols and slogans, which included the Tibetan national flag and demands for freedom and independence. Given that the last monk who carried a Tibetan flag in a demonstration, in 1988, was shot through the head, the courage of these monks was astounding. Additional sources of discontent were the marginalization of Tibetans and their culture in a new flood of Chinese to Tibet since the opening of the railroad in mid-2006, new restrictions on religion and patriotic education campaigns in monasteries, and frustration at the lack of progress in the Dalai Lama’s attempt to engage the Chinese in a dialogue about Tibetan autonomy.


  On Friday some two hundred monks of an important monastery in the old Tibetan section of the city, Ramoche, attempted to demonstrate and were again reportedly beaten, setting off a large-scale riot by thousands of Tibetans that lasted for several hours. Security personnel quickly abandoned the scene. Tibetans took advantage of this rare opportunity to ransack and burn more than twelve hundred Chinese shops, offices, and residences in the area and overturn and set fire to eighty-four vehicles. During the riots, 325 people, mostly Han Chinese, were injured and 22, mostly Han shopkeepers, were killed. Total damage was estimated at 280 million Yuan (40 million U.S. dollars).2


  Some time later that day Chinese security personnel, both the paramilitary People’s Armed Police and disguised units of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), were given the order to use lethal force and did so, killing an estimated fifty to one hundred Tibetans and injuring many others.3 Many of the injured were reportedly afraid to seek medical care out of fear of arrest and others were refused care by Chinese medical staff. Also on 14 March, in eastern Tibet, in what is now a part of Gansu Province, a demonstration by four hundred monks of Labrang Tashikyil monastery was repressed with force by security police, leading to a protest the next day by five to ten thousand local Tibetans, who again burned the shops of local Han and Hui (Chinese Muslims) in the town adjacent to the monastery. Several Tibetans were reportedly killed by Chinese security forces rushed to the area.


  In Beijing, where Tibetan and Chinese officials were gathered for the annual meeting of the National People’s Congress, the Tibetan chairman of the TAR government, Jampa Phuntsok, made a statement to the foreign press claiming that security personnel in Lhasa had exercised remarkable restraint and had not used lethal force. He also said that the PLA was not involved.4 His claim may have reflected the instructions that he and Chinese officials had issued upon leaving Lhasa, or the reluctance of those remaining there to tell him what had actually happened. Nevertheless, his version of reality was subsequently strictly adhered to by the Chinese government, which has yet to admit any deaths of Tibetans at the hands of the security police. Significantly, only Zhang Qingli, the Han Chinese chairman of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in Tibet, returned to Lhasa to handle the situation, while Tibetan officials remained in Beijing.


  Further demonstrations and riots by Tibetans, and repression by Chinese security forces resulting in more deaths, occurred in many other places within the TAR and in eastern Tibet in the following days. Usually these took the form of marches by monks, whose beatings and arrests were then protested by more monks and laypeople, leading to more beatings, shootings, and arrests and the surrounding of monasteries by security forces. Eventually, more than 90 places in Tibet, many in eastern Tibetan areas outside the TAR, erupted in protests that collectively had the character of a Tibetan uprising. As the flags and slogans suggest, the uprising was against what Tibetans perceive as the fundamental illegitimacy of Chinese rule over Tibet.


  World leaders called on the Chinese authorities to exercise restraint and to talk to the Dalai Lama. China responded with a flood of propaganda denouncing the Dalai Lama and blaming him for having instigated the riots. China’s evidence for this was some protests against the Beijing Olympics in India and other countries. One such event, a quixotic “March on Tibet,” organized by Tibetans in India, had been given the rather provocative name, “Tibetan People’s Uprising Movement,” and was therefore cited by the Chinese as irrefutable evidence of the “Dalai clique’s” involvement. In fact, the name was chosen to commemorate what Tibetans refer to as the 1959 Uprising, although some of the organizers admitted that they also hoped for some response within Tibet. The Dalai Lama himself and his government were uninvolved in promoting any protests in Tibet or anywhere else. In fact, the Dalai Lama was so upset at the deviation from his policy of nonviolence and dialogue that he threatened to resign from his position as head of the Tibetan government in exile. As some Tibetans said, had the Dalai Lama really instigated the protests in Tibet, they would have been even larger.


  Tibetans in exile undoubtedly intended to exploit China’s hosting of the 2008 Summer Olympics to publicize their cause. Those within Tibet no doubt also had that in mind. Tibetans and their supporters were subsequently very successful in turning the Olympic Torch relay that Beijing had promoted as a “Journey of Harmony” into a propaganda disaster for China. The torch relay was disrupted in London and Paris and had to be restricted in San Francisco, Islamabad, New Delhi, and Jakarta. Attempts by the Chinese embassy and student organizations in Australia to “let China’s voice be heard” at the Canberra relay led to conflicts with Tibet supporters and the perception that China thought it could silence differing opinions anywhere in the world by means of Chinese numbers and their unified opinions. Chinese worldwide reacted with outrage at what they considered an attempt by Tibetan separatists to defame China and spoil the Beijing Olympics.


  Comments by many Chinese revealed that they were not aware of any reason why Tibetans should question or oppose Chinese rule. Having been taught that China had liberated Tibetans from their own feudal misrule, they imagined that Tibetans were ungrateful or had forgotten this fact and that Western supporters of Tibet were ignorant of this history. Most Chinese also seemed to believe their government’s propaganda that Tibetans actually ruled their own autonomous region, and even that they, as minority nationalities, received preferences such as exemption from the one child policy and preferred admission to educational opportunities. They tended to accept as fact that Tibetans were now vastly better off than they had been under the feudal rule of the Dalai Lama and that this was all due to the generosity of the Chinese government and people. They had been taught that the Dalai Lama had betrayed his motherland in 1959, that he had done nothing but make trouble for China ever since, and that his only goal was the restoration of his feudal rule. Even overseas Chinese, who had access to other sources of information than their own government’s propaganda, tended to accept this version of Tibetan reality.


  According to China, Tibet was “peacefully liberated” in 1950 and the 1959 Tibetan revolt was an attempt by the feudal serf-owners, led by the Dalai Lama, to perpetuate their oppression and exploitation of the Tibetan “serfs and slaves” who longed for their ultimate liberation by the CCP. The Chinese Communists denied that there was any issue of Tibet’s political status or the legitimacy of Chinese rule over Tibet because Tibet had “always” been a part of China. There was no national issue of Tibet versus China, only a class issue of Tibetan serfs versus their own exploitative upper class. Chinese rule was further justified by the characterization of old Tibet before liberation as a dark, barbaric, cruel, feudal Hell on Earth, suitably exaggerated by Chinese propaganda, from which Tibetans were grateful to have been liberated by the CCP.


  China’s class-based justification for its rule over Tibet is familiar to every imperialist who has argued that foreign rule is preferable to the misrule of the natives. Nevertheless, it has fooled many who have argued on this basis in favor of the legitimacy of Chinese rule over Tibet. Chinese typically cite the funds that their government has devoted to the preservation of monasteries and cultural relics in Tibet, apparently without knowing about the government-sponsored looting of the vast wealth of Tibet’s monasteries during Democratic Reforms of the 1959–1962 period and the destruction of every monastery save a dozen during the Cultural Revolution that began in 1966. They speak of how Tibet and Tibetans have benefited from China’s official largess and economic development, without mentioning the exploitation of Tibet’s forest and mineral wealth or the fact that economic development in Tibet has mostly benefited Chinese, who have moved there in large numbers, thus contributing to Tibetan discontent.


  Most Chinese are unaware that hundreds of thousands of Tibetans were killed in the revolt, or died in prisons or labor camps or due to the famine caused by the 1959–1962 Great Leap Forward. The claim of the Tibetan government in exile that 1.2 million Tibetans were killed in the course of the imposition of Chinese rule over Tibet is refuted and ridiculed by Chinese officials by citing statistics that there were only 1 million Tibetans in “Tibet” at the time. However, what the Chinese refer to as “Tibet” is only what they designated as the TAR. There were more Tibetans in other areas outside the TAR than within, the total Tibetan population in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) at that time being 2.8 million. Tibetan claims of numbers of deaths may be exaggerated, but most independent estimates agree that some hundreds of thousands died. Similarly, Chinese citizens and many foreign commentators tend to accept statistics that show that Tibetans are still 92 percent of the population of the TAR,5 despite all evidence to the contrary.


  China’s reaction to the recent Tibetan protests has been to deny any Chinese government responsibility for Tibetan discontent. The response has taken on a nationalistic defensiveness that has revealed much about the nature of the modern Chinese state. Chinese officials and media have challenged all critics of China’s actions in Tibet with the “irrefutable facts” as known to the Chinese. These facts are so contrary to what is known by Tibetans and knowledgeable foreigners as to preclude any mutual understanding or dialogue. Chinese officials and citizens have aggressively attacked all critics and even other Chinese who have expressed any sympathy for Tibetans or suggested that China should dialogue with the Dalai Lama. Chinese Internet opinions have tended toward favoring more severe repression of Tibetans for their disloyalty. China has appeared more like a nineteenth-century state desperately trying to hold on to its empire than the modern twenty-first-century state image it had hoped to promote at the Olympics.


  Chinese government propaganda now labels the Tibetan protests and riots the “3.14 incident” and emphasizes the death of innocent Chinese at the hands of Tibetan rioters. Chinese media ignore the peaceful protests of the preceding days as well as the widespread protests in other parts of Tibet in the following days. China denies any forcible repression of Tibetan demonstrations or rioters resulting in the deaths of any Tibetans. By confining its account to one day of the protests when Tibetans turned violent and killed several Chinese, the Chinese government intentionally inflamed Chinese animosity against Tibetans and fueled their anger against what they regard as distorted Western media coverage. China’s total unwillingness to admit any legitimate reasons for Tibetan discontent and its self-righteous indignation at what it considers its critics’ willful distortion of the reality of Tibet have led it to blame the usual scapegoats, not only the Dalai clique but also “hostile Western forces.” In an attempt to label Tibetans as terrorists, China has charged that the Tibetan Youth Congress (TYC), which it accused of advocating violence and of having been a primary instigator of the riots, is a terrorist organization.6


  China’s angry intransigence in regard to the Tibetan challenge has exposed many of the elements of the Chinese sense of aggrieved nationalism. The CCP has maintained itself in power partly by constantly reminding the Chinese people of the “hundred years of humiliation” suffered by China at the hands of Western powers before liberation. Because of this interpretation of history the Chinese people tend to regard any foreign criticism as an attempt to prevent China from resuming its rightful role as a major power in the world. China therefore dismisses virtually every foreign criticism, not only about Tibet but on any subject, as “groundless,” as an “interference in China’s internal affairs,” and as having the potential to “hurt the feelings of the Chinese people.” China so fears that any remnant of Tibetan culture or national identity might spark a revival of Tibetan nationalism and separatism that it has had to abrogate all its promises of autonomy in favor of the traditional Chinese assimilationist solution to frontier problems.


  The international response to the events in Tibet was almost exclusively confined to platitudes from world leaders suggesting that China should exercise restraint and Chinese leaders should talk to the Dalai Lama. China maintains that it will talk to the Dalai Lama under certain conditions. However, these conditions would require him to abandon all his “splittist activities,” by which is meant all his international activities, even the existence of his government-in-exile, thus achieving China’s purpose without making any concessions in regard to Tibetan autonomy. Even after the “3.14 incident” China repeated its willingness to talk with the Dalai Lama, with the added condition that he should stop trying to sabotage the Beijing Olympics. China’s adroit move to offer to talk with the Dalai Lama’s representatives was transparently a tactic to defuse international criticism before the Olympics. Despite the obvious motive behind China’s offer to hold talks, it was interpreted by some, particularly those governments that had called on China to talk with the Dalai Lama, as a Chinese concession to international pressure.


  Tibetans’ rejection of the legitimacy of Chinese rule over Tibet, which the Tibetan uprising of 2008 reiterated, has revived the issue of Tibetan self-determination. Many Tibetans no longer believe in the possibility of real autonomy under China or that China will allow any remnant of Tibet culture to survive. China has apparently decided that Tibetan national identity cannot be allowed to survive because it poses a threat to China’s territorial integrity. Given that autonomy is infeasible, Tibetans ask why not demand independence, or at least self-determination, which may also be infeasible but not any more so than autonomy.


  Only time will tell if the Tibetan Uprising of 2008 was Tibet’s Last Stand. Certainly the severity of the current campaign of repression in Tibet indicates that China intends it to be so. The utter lack of any Chinese sympathy for Tibetans or recognition of Chinese responsibility for Tibetan discontent leads to the conclusion that China will pursue its current policy of repression combined with colonization as its “final solution” to the Tibet problem. Despite a certain Tibetan sense of euphoria that their struggle for survival has briefly caught the attention of the world, China’s repressive methods may achieve a more lasting effect.


  Thousands of Tibetans have been detained and hundreds formally charged with crimes in Lhasa and eastern Tibet. Many if not most of those detained will have suffered beatings at the hands of angry Chinese security personnel. Those who were beaten and released are the fortunate ones, although their record of protest will follow them. Those arrested will suffer far worse fates, for if past Chinese practice against Tibetans is any guide they will be tortured to confess their crimes and reveal names of others involved. Those involved in “beating, smashing, looting and burning” will receive long prison sentences from which many will emerge, if they emerge at all, as broken remnants of their former selves.


  All Tibetans, even loyal Tibetan cadres, will be subjected to ever more intense “patriotic education” and pressure to publicly denounce the Dalai Lama. Monks in particular will be coerced to denounce their spiritual leader and pledge loyalty to China and the CCP. In contrast to past revolts, even escape has not been possible, due to the almost total lock-down of Tibet by Chinese security forces. Chinese security and military forces in Tibet have been increased on a more permanent basis to prevent any further uprisings. Chinese policy in Tibet combines disincentives for opposition as well as almost irresistible incentives for cooperation. The Tibetan economy is almost entirely supported by state subsidies, as are many Tibetans. Almost all employment in Tibet is tied to the state and thus dependent upon cooperation with the government. Many Tibetan cadres are able to retire at an early age on generous retirement benefits, thus ensuring their loyalty to the state. Many Tibetans, especially former serfs, owe their careers to government support and are often resistant to any change that would alter their status or privileges.


  China has responded to the challenge of the Tibetan uprising with a new diplomatic offensive aimed at coercing foreign critics to change their very perception of the Tibet issue. China thinks that it won the propaganda battle over Tibet after the March uprising. It avoided any Olympic boycotts by its pretense of willingness to talk with the Dalai Lama. It believes that it held a successful Olympics that marked China’s emergence on the world stage as a rising power. Once the Olympics were over, China scornfully rejected any dialogue with the Dalai Lama and began a campaign to coerce foreign countries to no longer allow his visits or official meetings with him. China believes that it now has the political and economic power to resolve the Tibet issue by coercing international conformity to its position. Many countries may be vulnerable to such coercion.


  The result of the Tibetan uprising of 2008 has thus been that China has become more intractable on the issue than ever before. Rather than being conciliatory, given the undeniable evidence of Tibetan discontent, China has denied the validity of any such discontent. China has now resolved to eradicate all opposition within Tibet by means of repressive force and to eliminate international criticism by means of coercive diplomacy. The uprising demonstrated Tibetan rejection of Chinese rule and the desire to retain their own culture. While this demonstration of Tibetan resolve received much sympathy from the world, it received almost none from the Chinese government or people. Rather than resolve the issue by allowing some real autonomy or even by dialogue with the Dalai Lama, China seems more determined than ever to eradicate all Tibetan autonomy and to finally resolve the issue by means of colonization and assimilation, its traditional solution to frontier ethnic problems.


  The threat to the survival of Tibetan culture and its national identity is thus greater than ever before. International supporters of Tibet will have to redirect their efforts from the futile effort to put international pressure on China to dialogue to the attempt to prevent their governments’ giving in to Chinese coercive pressure to deny official meetings with the Dalai Lama. Tibetans may have to redirect their efforts from the campaign for Tibetan independence or even autonomy to the preservation of Tibetan national identity. China is engaged in a massive propaganda campaign to rewrite Tibetan history. Tibetan “scholars” are employed for the purpose of denying their own national identity. Only Tibetans in exile have the freedom to write the truth of Tibet’s history and thus preserve Tibetan national identity. So long as Tibetan national identity survives, so does the Tibetan right to national self-determination.
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  Chronology of Revolt

  


  
    Tibet is a place inseparable from the great motherland. Here, there are continuously rolling high mountains, raging rivers and more so, and there are hardworking people of various nationalities whose hearts are oriented towards the party and the motherland.1

  


  Zhang Qingli, The CCP Secretary in the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), made the above remarks in an interview with Chinese Central Television (CCTV) at the annual meeting of the National People’s Congress (NPC) in Beijing a few days before they were published in Lhasa by Tibet Daily on 11 March.


  10 March


  On Monday, 10 March, some three hundred to five hundred monks of Drepung monastery (Ch. Zhaibang), located a few miles northwest of Lhasa on the edge of the Lhasa valley, attempted to march into the center of the city. They reportedly intended to present a petition demanding the release of five monks arrested the previous October for celebrating the award to the Dalai Lama in Washington, D.C., of the Congressional Gold Medal. They were stopped within a few miles of their monastery by security police. As many as fifty monks, thought to be the ringleaders, were arrested. The rest of the Drepung monks then staged a sit-down strike where they were that lasted for the rest of the day.2 The security forces eventually persuaded the monks to return to Drepung but then surrounded the monastery, cut off food and water, and did not allow the monks to leave or outsiders to enter.


  Meanwhile, fourteen monks from another of Lhasa’s large monasteries, Sera (Ch. Sela), about three miles from the center of the city on the northern edge of the Lhasa valley, staged a demonstration in front of the Jokhang (Ch. Dazhao), the central temple of Lhasa. They were all visiting monks from the Golok region of Amdo (Golok Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture [TAP], Qinghai) and the Kanze area of Kham (Kanze TAP, Sichuan) who were studying at Sera. The monks were joined by two laypeople from Kham. They carried the banned Tibetan flag and shouted slogans for Tibetan independence. They were immediately surrounded by undercover and uniformed Public Security Bureau (PSB) police, severely beaten, and arrested. The area was then flooded with security police and shops were ordered closed. The nature of these monks’ activities and the severe punishment they anticipated perhaps indicates why this protest, in contrast to that of the Drepung monks, involved only a few monks. They were later charged with the crime of “gathering to create a disturbance by shouting reactionary slogans” and “premeditatedly carrying homemade reactionary flags.”3


  There were also reports of demonstrations by monks and laypeople at two sites in Amdo, in eastern Tibet outside the TAR, in Tsolho (Ch. Hainan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, south of Lake Kokonor. They were reported to have shouted “Long live the Dalai Lama,” and “The Dalai Lama should return to Tibet.” At Jyekundo in Qinghai police raided houses in the middle of the night and confiscated hundreds of banned portraits of the Dalai Lama. The next day, independence manifestos appeared on walls in the town. In Labrang Tashikyil (Ch. Labuleng), the largest monastery in Gansu (Kanlho TAP), police removed wall posters calling for Tibetan independence. Also in Kanze, police removed independence posters. In Lhasa, police raided the homes of former political prisoners looking for incriminating evidence such as computers, cell phones, and CDs of the U.S. Congressional Gold Medal ceremony.


  11 March


  The next day an estimated six hundred monks from Sera were prevented from marching on Lhasa to demand the release of their fellows arrested the day before. As many as two thousand People’s Armed Police (PAP) used tear gas, but the monks succeeded in holding a sit-down in the street near Sera. The monastery was subsequently surrounded by police.


  12 March


  The monks of the last of the three great monasteries near Lhasa, Ganden, some 20 miles to the east, were prevented from demonstrating by security forces that had surrounded that monastery as well. Nuns from Chutsang (Ch. Qusang) nunnery in Lhasa also undertook a demonstration to commemorate the anniversary of 12 March 1959 when the women of Lhasa demonstrated against the Chinese presence in Tibet. They were prevented from reaching the Jokhang. Two Drepung monks, originally from Ngaba Kirti monastery of Ngaba TAP, Sichuan, reportedly cut their wrists in a suicide attempt. They refused to be taken to a hospital. Sera monks began a hunger strike. The tactic of surrounding monasteries, both to prevent further protests and to facilitate a later investigation, was to become a factor in later events. The monks were deprived of food and water and those arrested were reportedly mistreated, which became a source of more discontent. Also, most security personnel were already occupied with these duties when a much larger protest broke out on Friday, 14 March.


  14 March


  On Friday around noon, monks of the second most important temple in the old Tibetan section of the city, Ramoche (Ch. Xiaozhao), overturned a police car outside the monastery and then went back inside. This was reportedly preceded by some monks having complained about the police presence outside the monastery and being roughed up by the police in response. Around 1:00 pm there was a scuffle at the entrance to the monastery between monks and police summoned to the area after the first incident. Bystanders went to the aid of the monks, and the situation evolved into a large-scale riot by hundreds of Tibetans who live in the area.4 Other reports said that Tibetans were angered at the presence of undercover police in the crowd. Security personnel, who seem to have been overwhelmed by the Tibetan reaction, quickly abandoned the scene. Tibetans took advantage of this rare opportunity to ransack and burn as many as twelve hundred Chinese shops, offices, and residences in the area and to overturn and set fire to eighty-four vehicles. Three hundred twenty-five people, mostly Han Chinese, were injured and twenty-two, mostly Han shopkeepers, were killed. Total damage was estimated at 280 million Yuan (40 million U.S. dollars).5


  Some time later that day Chinese security personnel, both the paramilitary People’s Armed Police (PAP) and disguised units of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), were given the order to use lethal force and did so, killing an estimated fifty to one hundred Tibetans and injuring many others. A report by an expert on Chinese military affairs claimed that some of the military vehicles visible in Chinese TV footage of the riots were issued only to a few rapid response units of the PLA. The TV footage showed that the PLA red star symbols on each vehicle were covered up.6 Many of the injured were reportedly afraid to seek medical care out of fear of arrest and others were refused care by Chinese medical staff. Tibetans later reported that the bodies of those Tibetans killed on 14 March were collected by the security forces and taken to a crematorium at Toelung Dechen, just to the west of Lhasa city. One source reported that eighty-three bodies had been cremated.


  In eastern Tibet, in what is now a part of Gansu Province, four hundred monks of Labrang Tashikyil monastery demonstrated with many, mostly printed, Tibetan flags and shouted for Tibetan independence, “Long Live the Dalai Lama,” and “Restore Religious Freedom.” They were dispersed by force by security police. Monks of Dreru Wangten monastery in Nagchu, within the TAR north of Lhasa, demonstrated, and their monastery was surrounded by security police.


  15 March


  Lhasa was in a military lockdown, with Tibetans fearful to go out onto the streets. Some hundreds of Tibetans had already been arrested and a deadline of 17 March was given for all those involved in the incident of “beating, smashing, looting and burning” to surrender, with promises of leniency for those who did so and repressive measures for those who did not. Chinese security forces were arresting many Tibetans in house searches. Many of those arrested were beaten in front of their families. Several small protests were reported from areas near Lhasa. A large protest of several thousand Tibetans took place in Phenpo, just north of Lhasa.


  Labrang Tashikyil was the scene of a demonstration of several thousand monks and laypeople, who burned the shops of local Han and Hui (Chinese Muslims) in the town (Ch. Xiahe) adjacent to the monastery. Several Tibetans were reportedly killed by Chinese security forces rushed to the area. Several other protests were reported from Tibetan areas of Gansu, Qinghai, and Sichuan. Official Chinese reports of damage in Labrang and five other Tibetan towns in Gansu included an amazing 4,279 shops and houses and 1,500 other public facilities destroyed and an estimated 230 million Yuan (33 million U.S. dollars) in damage.7


  16 March


  In Lhasa forty arrested Tibetans were paraded through the streets in two military vehicles. Their hands were tied behind their backs and their heads bowed by two Chinese police standing behind each of them. Protests were reported from several areas in central Tibet, including at the Panchen Lama’s Tashilhunpo in Shigatse. In the Ngaba (Ch. Aba) area of Sichuan, monks of the large Lhamo Kirti monastery demonstrated with Tibetan flags, shouting slogans for independence, freedom, and the return of the Dalai Lama. Monks were joined by laypeople and together they burned twenty-four shops and eighty-one vehicles. Damage was estimated as equivalent to the county’s total revenues for the past ten years.8 Local Tibetans claimed that as many as eighteen Tibetans were killed by Chinese security forces in Ngaba, and they sent photos of the dead bodies to the international press to prove it.9 China dismissed this evidence as inconclusive. More protests occurred in several Tibetan areas of Qinghai and Gansu. Several were peaceful, but some resulted in the burning of Chinese shops and vehicles.


  17 March


  Demonstrations and protests took place in at least fifteen places, mostly in Amdo (Qinghai and Gansu). Many of the protests were characterized by the display of Tibetan flags, the shouting of independence slogans, and the lowering of Chinese flags from public buildings and raising the Tibetan flag.


  18 March


  Arrests of Tibetans were still taking place in Lhasa, with police checking the IDs of all Tibetans on the streets and raiding homes looking for those without Lhasa residency permits or those who took part in the demonstrations and riots. Beatings were a regular aspect of the searches and arrests. There were reports of marches and protests in numerous places, mostly in Tibetan areas outside the TAR. The largest was in Kanze, Kham, where thousands of Tibetans marched and were fired on from surrounding rooftops by PAP, with several Tibetans being killed.


  19 March


  The large monasteries of the Lhasa area, Drepung, Sera, and Ganden, were still surrounded by security forces, with no one allowed in or out and water and food supplies cut off. The Tibetan Center for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) in Dharamsala reported that sixty-five Tibetans had been killed. More than one thousand Tibetans had been arrested in Lhasa. Lhasa TV broadcast the Public Security Bureau’s first, second, and third Most Wanted lists, with the photos of twenty Tibetans taken by security cameras. Three Tibetans committed suicide by jumping off a building rather than submitting to arrest. Those arrested were routinely beaten with iron bars by PAP. The streets of Lhasa were almost empty of Tibetans. Some Chinese on the streets were said to have expressed their approval of Tibetans being beaten and arrested. Reports from Qinghai said that almost all Tibetan towns were surrounded by Chinese security forces. Protests still took place in several places.


  20 March


  Protests were held in several places in Amdo. Chinese authorities in Gansu issued an ultimatum for Tibetans involved in the criminal acts of burning Chinese shops and government buildings to surrender by 25 March. As usual, promises were made of lenient treatment for those who turned themselves in voluntarily and harsh treatment for those who did not. At the same time, security forces were making many arrests during night raids on residences. Thousands of Chinese troops were reportedly in the area.


  CCTV broadcast a special feature titled “A Record of the Violent Incident Involving Beating, Smashing and Looting in Lhasa.” This propaganda was broadcast repeatedly and was described by Tibetans as intentionally meant to and as having the effect of increasing Chinese animosity toward Tibetans. Orders of Arrest were also broadcast for Tibetans identified for having participated in the crimes of beating, smashing, looting, and burning.


  21 March


  Government organizations, enterprises, institutions, and various neighborhood committees held meetings to study the speeches of Chinese leaders and Tibetan officials. During the meetings all Tibetan cadres, staff, and residents were required to “expose, repudiate and denounce the evil doings of the Dalai clique and firmly struggle against the separatists.” All were required to declare where they stood and to therefore pass the political test. Tibetan officials of various levels of government organizations, United Front figures, and religious leaders of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) gave speeches and appeared on TV to denounce the Dalai Lama. Even students of primary and middle schools were required to condemn the Dalai Lama. The PSB’s Most Wanted list was updated to twenty-nine Tibetans.


  In Golok TAP, Qinghai, Tibetans protested by pulling down a Chinese flag from a local government office and replacing it with a Tibetan flag. Chinese security forces sent to respond were blocked by 350 horsemen. Lamas of the local monastery intervened to secure a temporary peace, but police later arrested some one hundred Tibetans for taking part in the protest. Tibetans fled to the surrounding mountains and were surrounded by a force of eight hundred Chinese PAP. Most of the Tibetans later surrendered. In another incident Chinese PAP fired on protesting Tibetans, killing at least one.


  22–25 March


  Protests continued in several areas of Amdo, despite the presence of large numbers of Chinese security personnel.


  Arrests also continued and prisons in or near Lhasa were so full that those arrested had to be transported to other areas. The attitude of Chinese security personnel toward Tibetans was aggressive and Tibetans were beaten at the slightest provocation or without provocation. Authorities in Gansu admitted that the protests had affected 105 government organizations, 27 towns, 22 villages, and 113 work units in Machu (Ch. Maqu), Sangchu (Ch. Xiahe), Chone (Ch. Zhuoni), and Tso (Ch. Hezhou). Tibetans of Holka township, Tsigorthang county, Tsolho TAP in Qinghai, peacefully demonstrated without incident on 25 March. However, PAP were rushed to the area and in the following early morning homes of suspected leaders were raided. Several Tibetans were arrested, and notices were issued giving a deadline of three days for leaders of the “illegal demonstration” to voluntarily surrender or face severe punishment.


  There was a large protest by monks, nuns, and laypeople in Drango, Kanze TAP, reportedly involving several hundred people, who shouted “Long Live the Dalai Lama,” and “Tibet Belongs to Tibetans.” The armed police opened fire, killing two and injuring ten. China’s explanation for this event was: “When many armed police were on duty they were violently attacked by some lawless people. One armed policeman died and many others were injured. The lawless people killed an armed police with sharp knives and stones. At that time, the armed police were forced to fire into the air to warn these lawless people and disperse them.”


  TCHRD published an estimate of seventy-nine Tibetans killed by Chinese security forces. It challenged the claim that any Tibetans had “voluntarily surrendered,” saying that “surrender is a willingness on the part of a person who surrenders under normal circumstances and not under duress [of] threats by the authority in power by inducing in the minds of people that if they do not surrender they would suffer far more serious repercussions.” It expressed the fear that those detained under whatever circumstances would be subjected to coercion and torture to reveal information about others. It also reported that Lhasa and other sites of protest had been overwhelmed by the presence of large Chinese police and security forces. Lhasa TV broadcast the Public Security Bureau’s sixth, seventh, and eighth Most Wanted lists, adding the photos of four (all women), seven (one monk and six women), and eight Tibetans, respectively, for a total so far of 53.


  26–28 March


  Security forces arrested many of the monks and nuns involved in the Drango protest. Authorities reportedly seized the corpses of the two Tibetans killed and burned them by the local river, further angering the monks, who were prevented from performing death rituals. Local authorities organized a township meeting at which Tibetans were ordered to denounce and criticize the Dalai Lama and “separatist forces.” An elderly woman refused and instead called for the return of the Dalai Lama. She was beaten by the township Party Secretary, presumably a Tibetan, but she shouted that she would never denounce the Dalai Lama even if she were killed. Her son rushed to defend her and beat the Party Secretary, who along with the woman was hospitalized while the son absconded.


  In Lhasa the first group of foreign journalists allowed into Tibet arrived on a controlled group visit. Tibetans reported that military forces and checkpoints were removed from the streets in order to create for the reporters the appearance of a “man-made harmonious society.” However, this appearance was dispelled the next day when thirty young monks of the Jokhang broke into a meeting between the journalists and temple authorities to shout out that what they were being told were all lies, that the Dalai Lama had nothing to do with the protests, that Tibetans had no freedom, that they had been confined to the Jokhang since the fourteenth, and that the Tibetans supposedly freely worshiping at the temple were Tibetan cadres who had been ordered to appear as ordinary worshipers. Similarly, when the journalist group went to Sera the monks were told to create an appearance of religious freedom by holding a ceremony usually attended by seven hundred monks. However, the monks boycotted the ceremony, at which there were only about ten monks. Sera remained surrounded by security forces, as did Drepung and Ganden, with food, water, and communications cut off. Many monks were said to be missing, presumably having been arrested. Similar circumstances seemed to prevail at virtually every monastery in Tibet where protests had occurred.


  Ngaba Lhamo Kirti monastery, the site of protests and deaths on 16 March, was raided by security forces that searched for incriminating materials such as Dalai Lama photos, Tibetan flags, and weapons. About one hundred monks were taken away to the local detention center. Later reports said that the raid continued the next day and that security personnel searched for monks with cell phones, cameras, and computers who might have communicated with the outside world. Monks were reportedly intimidated and forced to pose with Tibetan flags or weapons in order to implicate them. Police were also said to have stolen valuable items from monks’ rooms. Ancient weapons traditionally kept at monasteries or weapons given to the monastery by those who had renounced hunting were confiscated and displayed as evidence of criminal acts by the monks. A total of 572 monks were said to have been detained. Thirty Tibetans, including some monks, were paraded through the area in a truck to intimidate others. Security forces raided at least four other monasteries in the area and detained many monks. Twenty-three Tibetans were reported to have been killed on 16 March. TCHRD later published photos of the Dalai Lama images damaged or destroyed by the security forces.


  On 27 March a thirty-two-year-old monk, Lobsang Jinpa, of Ngaba Lhamo Kirti monastery, committed suicide. In a suicide note he said that the Chinese government had made false accusations against the monks of Lhamo Kirti monastery for leaking state secrets to the outside world (photos of dead bodies of those killed), but that he alone was responsible for that, for keeping the dead bodies from the police and for leading the protests. He ended by saying that he could not live under Chinese oppression for another minute. Another monk, Legchok, seventy-five years old, who had been severely beaten by Chinese police a few days earlier, committed suicide on 30 March. He had told his disciples that he could not bear the oppression anymore.


  The Tibetan Government in Exile (TGIE) estimated that 140 Tibetans had been killed altogether and released the names of 40. Bodies were being cremated by the Chinese to remove evidence of Tibetan deaths. Military units (PLA) were reportedly removed from Lhasa, but PAP and PSB forces remained.


  29–30 March


  Beijing-based diplomats from fifteen countries arrived in Lhasa for a oneday visit. The diplomats visited the Jokhang but were unable to meet with the monks who had interrupted the previous journalists’ tour, supposedly because the monks’ study could not be disturbed. Demonstrations erupted near the Jokhang later that day, presumably by Tibetans who hoped to show the diplomats’ group that the situation had not returned to normal as the Chinese claimed, but the group had already left. Han Chinese shopkeepers were said to have prepared to defend their shops with iron bars while concealed police rushed out of hiding to confront the demonstrators. Retired Tibetan officials had been told to visit the Potala, Jokhang, and other monasteries and to perform other religious activities such as circumambulation that were normally prohibited for them in order to create an appearance of normalcy and religious freedom. Patriotic education was reported to have been intensified in monasteries in all parts of Tibet. There were reports from several places that monks who refused to participate in patriotic education or who refused to denounce the Dalai Lama were beaten and arrested. A Tibetan in Lhasa who failed to stop his motorbike at a checkpoint was shot and killed.


  1–3 April


  CCTV repeatedly broadcast a speech by a Public Security Bureau spokesperson claiming that weapons confiscated from monasteries proved that the “3.14 Incident of Beating, Smashing, Looting and Burning” was part of the “Tibetan People’s Uprising Movement” organized by the Dalai clique. It also broadcast the documentaries “Past Events of Tibet: Recalling History of Tibetan Serfs Full of Blood and Tears,” “Guns Held by Some Monasteries,” “Two British Invasions of Tibet,” “The Dalai Lama’s Proposal of ‘Great Tibet’ Is Disguised Independence,” “Has the Dalai Lama Really Given Up Independence?,” “The Inside Story of How the Dalai Lama Masterminded the ‘Uprising,’” and “Police Capture Key Members of the March 14 Incident.” Most Wanted lists of those implicated in the protests by surveillance cameras were also repeatedly broadcast. So far seventy-four Tibetans had appeared on such lists. Zhang Qingli gave a speech in which he said that the punishment of separatists should be conducted according to the principles of “quick approval, quick arrest, quick trial, quick execution” (kuai pi, kuai zhua, kuai shen, kuai sha).


  Hong Kong–based Phoenix TV broadcast a State Council Information Office briefing on the March 16 Incident of “Beating, Smashing, Looting and Burning” in Ngaba County of Ngaba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan Province. Xiao Youcai, deputy head of the Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, acknowledged that “policemen on duty used weapons in accordance with law,” but denied that armed police killed Tibetans when they fired at them. He said that “at present we have not found anybody injured or killed,” and all the injured people had already “fled.” At the same time, he claimed that photos of Tibetans killed were probably forged.


  In Kanze TAP the Tongkor monastery was searched on 3 April by Chinese police and patriotic education work teams. Cell phones were confiscated and photos of the Dalai Lama thrown to the ground. Monks were ordered to curse the Dalai Lama but they refused, after which some were arrested. Police ordered monks to stomp on photos of the Dalai Lama and when they refused they were beaten and arrested. That evening monks staged a protest demanding that those arrested be released. Local people joined the protest and shouted slogans such as “Long Live the Dalai Lama,” “Let the Dalai Lama return home,” and “We want freedom.” A thousand PAP suppressed the protest, killing eight Tibetans and injuring many. TGIE published a list of the eight Tibetans killed. Updated lists added the names of several others killed. Cultural relics of the monastery, which was famous for the antiquity and value of its artifacts, were also deliberately damaged or stolen. Locals were threatened by officials that if they disclosed anything about the incident to the outside world they would be punished for violating the law. Officials warned that if those who fled to the mountains did not surrender the local monastery and people would be held responsible. Some who had been shot were in critical condition but feared to go to local medical facilities.


  The Deputy Party Secretary of the Lhasa Municipal Committee told media that over a thousand people had been arrested or surrendered themselves to the authorities in connection with the riots. He said trials would be held before 1 May. The PSB of the TAR sent a text message to Lhasa cell phone owners saying that the masses were welcome to provide clues leading to the capture of suspects on the Most Wanted list for involvement in the March 14 incident. As soon as the information was verified, the informer would be awarded 20,000 Yuan, and the identity of the informer would be kept secret. In addition, 5,000 Yuan would be awarded for other information, 20,000 Yuan for information about anyone sending messages to India or the outside world, and 100,000 Yuan for information about the ring leaders of the 3.14 Incident. The twelfth and thirteenth Most Wanted lists were broadcast, adding five (including four females) and five Tibetans, for a total of seventy-nine.


  5–8 April


  Security police shut down a religious ceremony at Tawu monastery, Kanze TAP, Sichuan, leading to a protest march by a thousand monks and laypeople, who shouted, “Long Live the Dalai Lama” and “Free Tibet.” PAP fired on the marchers and ten Tibetans were shot, five being seriously injured. TCHRD said that 2,300 Tibetans had been arrested in all parts of Tibet. The fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth Most Wanted lists were broadcast on Lhasa TV, adding five, four, and five people, mostly monks, respectively. Some of the photos appear to have been taken by cell phones at the 14 March Ramoche incident. Ninety-nine Tibetans had so far appeared on the lists. Seventy monks of Ramoche temple were arrested in a midnight raid by PSB and PAP. One Ramoche monk was reported to have committed suicide. Other monasteries in Lhasa, including Drepung, Sera, and Ganden were still closed off by security personnel.


  9 April


  The second group of foreign journalists to visit Tibetan areas went to Labrang Tashikyil, where, as at the Jokhang in Lhasa, their visit was interrupted by twenty to forty monks who appeared carrying a large Tibetan flag and appealed to the journalists to tell the truth about what was happening there. They said that many monks were in custody and that there were undercover agents everywhere monitoring their activities. They demanded that the Dalai Lama should be allowed to return to Tibet.


  In Lhasa, Jampa Phuntsok said that the thirty monks who interrupted the meeting with foreign journalists would not be prosecuted. He said that they would not be punished for expressing their opinions because China was a country ruled by law. He explained that the foreign diplomats who visited the Jokhang a few days later could not meet with the monks because it was too early in the morning and the monks refused to come out of their rooms despite being called several times. He also said that 953 Tibetans had been detained due to their involvement in the riots and that 328 had been released. Of those detained 362 had voluntarily surrendered. The PSB was looking for another 403 people. Of the 99 so far on the Most Wanted list, 13 had been captured and nine had voluntarily surrendered. The eighteenth Most Wanted list added six Tibetans for a total of 105.


  All government organizations and enterprises and all schools in Lhasa and other areas were being required to condemn the “3.14 Incident” and to criticize the “Dalai separatist clique.” Tibetan cadres were required to deeply expose the evil deeds of the Dalai clique and to write articles criticizing the Dalai Lama.


  10 April


  Lhasa TV broadcast the nineteenth Most Wanted list, adding six people for a total of 111. The Lhasa railway station was being used as a temporary prison for those detained, and some Tibetans had reportedly already been sent by train to more permanent prisons. The monks who interrupted the journalists’ tour at Labrang were reportedly arrested. One of the monks earlier arrested was released in an “unstable mental condition,” with bruises all over his body, having apparently been tortured in custody. Other monasteries in the Tibetan areas of Gansu were also raided by security forces and some monks were arrested. Chinese police were looking for weapons in the monasteries to be used as evidence of the “terrorist” activities of the Tibetans. In Ngaba local authorities were putting Tibetans in front of cameras and making them say that they opposed the Dalai clique and did not want the Dalai Lama to return to Tibet, that they loved the Communist Party and would completely obey the Party and were grateful for the graciousness of the Party. They were threatened that if they refused to be filmed saying these things they would be arrested.


  11–13 April


  Drepung, Sera, and Ganden, as well as the Jokhang and Ramoche, had been surrounded by security police for as long as one month. Lhasa TV broadcast the twentieth and twenty-first Most Wanted lists, with the photos of 32 Tibetans, bringing the total to 143. Clashes between Chinese and Tibetan students occurred at Lhasa Middle School. There was said to be much hostility between Chinese and Tibetans of Lhasa. In one incident an argument over the price of vegetables in the market, where Chinese were charging Tibetans more than Chinese, led to the arrest of five Tibetans. A large number of military trucks entered Drepung monastery after monks refused to attend patriotic education sessions. An unknown number of monks were taken away in the trucks.


  More than three thousand Tibetans had reportedly been arrested in Lhasa, some who were apprehended while shopping on the street. Eight hundred were still detained at Lhasa railway station. Many had been beaten (presumably as part of the interrogation process). Some had been released while others were sent to more permanent detention facilities. The twenty-second Most Wanted list was broadcast, with the photos of eleven Tibetans, mostly monks. Religious leaders and other Tibetan officials of Kanze TAP were gathered and required to sign statements denouncing the Dalai Lama. Kanze Party officials announced that all monasteries would be subjected to renewed Patriotic Education and anti–Dalai clique campaigns.


  14 April


  Lhasa TV reported that a “working team to publicize laws and regulations” had been established at Drepung monastery, in order to “strengthen the effort to publicize and educate people about laws and regulations and to restore the normal Buddhist activities.” The work team was said to have “gained understanding and support of the monks and lay Buddhist followers.” Lhasa PSB repeated its 20,000 Yuan reward for information leading to the arrest of several Tibetans, mostly monks, implicated in the “3.14 Incident,” which would seem to imply that many of those involved had still managed to avoid capture. All monasteries were to be required to fly the Chinese flag and all monks would be obliged to acknowledge that the 3.14 Incident was masterminded by the Dalai clique and to declare that they were determined to “criticize the Dalai Lama’s separatist clique.”


  Officials in Gonjo, Kanze TAP, Sichuan, announced that they had arrested nine monks from Thongsha monastery in Gonjo in relation to a bombing incident in Chamdo. The nine monks were said to have confessed to the crime. Security police raided Labrang Tashikyil monastery and searched the living quarters of all monks. They beat monks who resisted, tore up photos of the Dalai Lama, and destroyed other property. The security forces were accused of looting cultural relics from the monastery. Two hundred monks were arrested, some of whom were released the next day. Those monks considered to be the ringleaders of the protests were beaten so severely that they required hospitalization. Three thousand Tibetans in the area had reportedly been detained. Many had been released after paying fines of from two thousand to tens of thousands of Yuan. Nyantho monastery in Ngolha Township, Machu County, Qinghai (Amdo), was also raided. Police confiscated Dalai Lama photos and DVDs and arrested 150 monks.


  16 April


  Lhasa PSB issued the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth Most Wanted lists, each with the photos of four Tibetans, bringing the total to 169 on the list. Security police were searching Tibetan homes for photos of the Dalai Lama or other implicating evidence. Tibetans were forced to burn or otherwise destroy any such photos discovered and were sometimes arrested. Informants were encouraged to tell the police which Tibetans were religious and therefore might have such photos. Meetings to force Tibetans to criticize the evil deeds of the Dalai clique were still going on. Everyone, including schoolchildren, was required to make speeches or write articles condemning the Dalai Lama.


  A well-known Tibetan female singer, who worked for Qinghai TV, was detained by the PSB for unknown reasons. Several other Tibetan artists who had worked on the preservation of Tibetan art and literature were detained in Qinghai. In Ngaba, authorities closed the school affiliated with Lhamo Kirti monastery because many of its students had participated in protest activities. Seventy-three Tibetans who had been arrested, among them nineteen monks, were paraded through the streets to intimidate others. Three hundred monks of the Chone region of Kanlho TAP, Gansu, were said to have been arrested. Local prisons were so full that some of those arrested had to be transferred to the neighboring Ninxia Hui Autonomous Region.


  Some thirty-two monks of Ratoe monastery, Chushul County, Lhasa Municipality, were detained in connection to a protest they had held on 14 March. The 14 March protest had included monks and laypeople, who shouted slogans for Tibetan freedom and independence. The protest was defused by security forces without incident or any arrests. The monks later refused to participate in the Patriotic Education Campaign. On 16 April the monastery was surrounded by large numbers of Chinese security personnel at 4:00 am and the monastery was searched for cell phones and Dalai Lama photos, which were confiscated. The thirty-two arrested monks were reportedly severely beaten at the local prison.


  17 April


  In Rebgong (Ch. Tongren) County in Tsolho (Ch. Huangnan) TAP, Qinghai Province, monks from a local monastery protested the arrest of their fellows for a demonstration on 16 March. These monks were also arrested, resulting in a larger demonstration of monks and laypeople. Many Tibetans were beaten by security police and as many as two hundred were arrested. Rongwu monastery was later raided by police, and photos of the Dalai Lama and other articles were confiscated or destroyed. In Lhasa, officials announced that they had detained 953 suspects who were suspected of being involved in beating, smashing, looting, and burning activities, among whom 362 suspects had voluntarily surrendered themselves. Three hundred twenty-eight were already released and 403 had been formally arrested. Ninety-three people on the wanted lists were still at large.


  18 April


  All the monasteries of Lhasa were still surrounded by security personnel. Twenty-three Tibetans, all monks, were removed from the wanted lists, presumably because they had been detained. Woeser interviewed a Tibetan who had arrived from Tibet at the Beijing train station. He said he had witnessed several Tibetans being shot by Chinese security police on 14 March. Their bodies had been quickly thrown in trucks and taken away.


  20 April


  Lhasa PSB announced that 365 people suspected of being involved in the “14 March Incident of Beating, Smashing, Looting and Burning” had voluntarily surrendered themselves. One hundred and seventy suspects against whom the authorities had evidence proving their involvement were on the most wanted lists, among whom eighty-two had been captured and eleven had voluntarily surrendered themselves. Woeser reported that forty trucks had gone to Sera monastery in Lhasa and had taken away over four hundred monks. Most of the monks of Ganden monastery were also arrested. She said that Chinese and Tibetan leftists and former Red Guards were reviving the language of the Cultural Revolution and demanding the creation of militias among the people to expose counterrevolutionaries. Chinese entertainment establishments in Lhasa, including restaurants, dance halls, and prostitution shops were open, while Tibetan establishments remained closed. Chinese lawyers who had expressed their willingness to provide legal assistance to Tibetans were privately warned by officials not to get involved.


  21 April


  Woeser reported that Tibet Daily had declared the beginning of a new Patriotic Education Campaign with the theme of “Opposing Separatism, Safeguarding Stability and Promoting Development.” Dorje Tsedrub, the deputy party secretary of the Lhasa Municipal Party Committee and mayor of Lhasa, said that the performance in the campaign would be used as an important standard to assess the achievements of party members and cadres. TCHRD reported that the campaign was aimed at monasteries, cadres and government employees, security forces, educational institutions, and the common people. The campaign was scheduled to last for two months. It said that the campaign aimed to educate the masses about opposing splittism, protecting stability, and backing development, by holding meetings, inviting experts to give speeches, teaching and discussing the contents of the Patriotic Education Campaign, holding denunciation sessions of the Dalai Lama and screening propaganda shows, and teaching Chinese laws and regulations.


  The renewal and intensification of Patriotic Education apparently applied to all areas of Tibet, both within and outside the TAR. In her blog, Woeser wrote: “We can say that nobody can escape the campaign. Judging from this, it seems that every township, every county and every prefecture will carry out the political campaign of the same scale, and this will be another ‘Cultural Revolution’ sweeping across the Tibetan areas and touching on the soul of Tibetans.” All monasteries were required to fly the Chinese flag and in many places monks were required to take an oath of loyalty to China and to have their photos taken doing so. Many Tibetans, especially monks, were resisting Patriotic Education by refusing to attend. They particularly refused to denounce the Dalai Lama. Monks were sometimes asked to sign a blank paper, but they refused to do so because they believed the officials would later add a denunciation of the Dalai Lama. Many monks and nuns who refused to cooperate with Patriotic Education were arrested. Monks and nuns from the area of Medro Gongkar just east of Lhasa held a protest against Patriotic Education, including shouting slogans such as “Long Live the Dalai Lama,” and “Free Tibet.” Several dozen people were arrested and a thirty-one-yearold nun hanged herself.


  TCHRD said that the campaign focused on communist ideology and the theme that Tibet has benefited from CCP rule. Old Tibetan society was denigrated by showing films from the 1950s. Monks were educated to be patriotic toward China, to oppose splittists, and to help maintain social stability and religious order. Work teams were sent to monasteries to conduct Patriotic Education. Zhang Qingli ordered harsh punishments for local officials found lacking in their commitment to Beijing’s official line. Tibet Daily quoted Zhang as recommending that the campaign should focus on negative portrayals of Tibet before 1950 and vilification of the Dalai Lama for inciting the 3.14 Incident and attempting to sabotage the Olympics.


  22 April


  Woeser reported that the public security organs in Kham and Amdo were recruiting Tibetan “people’s policemen.” Since the primary qualification was translation ability, the purpose of these policemen was apparently to be to facilitate investigations of Tibetans’ complicity in demonstrations and their loyalties. When the Olympic torch reached Lhasa on 20 June the Chinese planned to hold a rally in Potala Square to “Safeguard the Torch and Love One’s Country.” Tibetans were to be under some sort of curfew, although officials denied this, and Tibetans without residence permits for Lhasa would have to leave and Tibetans from other areas could not travel to Lhasa at that time. Lhasa officials and organizations were conducting investigations of the residency status of all Tibetans. Tibetans from areas outside Lhasa who were temporary workers in Lhasa were being fired and required to leave the city.


  Tibet Daily denounced the Dalai Lama as “the ringleader who damages the fundamental interests of the Tibetan people, the cause of misfortune for Tibetan people, the disaster for people in China, and the chief boss of the separatist political clique that schemes for ‘Tibet Independence.’” Woeser also reported the arrest of many monks after raids at several monasteries, mostly in eastern Tibet, and the flight of monks from another monastery, Lhamo Kirti in Ngaba, to the mountains. A blind monk of Lhamo Kirti monastery committed suicide, saying, “We do not need to mention that you with eyes can not stand such kind of life. Even I, a blind person, can not endure it.”


  23 April


  Chinese troops (presumably PAP) were still encamped around Lhasa in the courtyards of various work units and at the Lhasa stadium. Further information was revealed about the arrests of monks of Drepung on 10 April and those of Sera on 16 April. PSB police were gathered in each instance and told they had a “special assignment.” Cell phones were confiscated so that no information would leak out. They waited until after midnight to take action. They arrested most of the monks of Drepung and Sera, leaving only the aged and those known to be politically reliable. Many Tibetan cadres were said to be resentful of the ethnic nature of the repression and the blaming of the protests on the Dalai Lama. Many thought Zhang Qingli was responsible because of his harsh policies. Even loyal Tibetan cadres felt fearful because of the Chinese distrust of all Tibetans and they were questioning the supposedly multinational nature of the PRC.


  24 April


  Tibet Daily continued to publish a series of editorials exposing and criticizing the reactionary nature of the “Dalai Separatist Clique.” Woeser wrote that the wording and style of these editorials was “Cultural Revolution–type clichés.” Tibet Daily even published an article by a Han Chinese who “neither believes in Buddhism nor understands Buddhism” but who criticized the Dalai Lama for failure to abide by his religious discipline (by espousing nonviolence while instigating violence). China’s patriotic education strategy was to first concentrate on Tibetan party members, who were subjected to strict political education. These cadres were then to pursue the campaign further in monasteries, schools, work units, and community associations. They were to use such tools as Patriotic Education Campaign written booklets, photo exhibitions and movies, public discussions that included compulsory denunciations of the Dalai Lama, and written expressions of loyalty to the CCP and rejection of the Dalai Lama. The best of the written and filmed denunciations of the Dalai Lama were then propagated by other media including newspapers, radio, and TV.


  In Lhasa the authorities continued to check the identity and registration of all Tibetans. Organizations and work units in Lhasa warned all Tibetans to avoid spreading rumors. They should particularly not divulge any information about arrests to the outside world. Anyone found spreading rumors or sending messages to the outside world would be severely punished. There was still no information about the fate of the arrested monks of the monasteries and nunneries of Lhasa. Lhasa’s prisons were reported to be filled to overflowing, and temporary detention facilities were being used. In the Kanlho TAP of Gansu there were reported to be ten thousand PAP, approximately equal to the number of Tibetans.


  26 April


  Xinhua announced that China had agreed to hold talks with representatives of the Dalai Lama. Meetings were held in Lhasa of all party members to brief them on the struggle against separatism (and presumably to reassure them that the offer of talks did not represent a change in China’s policy toward the Dalai Lama). Chinese media continued to attack the Dalai Lama. Woeser wrote that some Chinese thought the talks were a tactic to get Tibetans to stop disrupting the Olympic torch relay. If Tibetans continued to do so then China would blame the Dalai Lama for insincerity. Her personal opinion was that the Chinese intention in offering talks was to stop the threats from some Western leaders to boycott the Olympics opening ceremonies. She wrote: “The announcement about the talk is a trick played by the Chinese government to cheat the world! It does not have any sincerity! If China is sincere it should open Tibet to all the journalists of the world and allow human rights organizations and the UN to go to Tibet to investigate the situation.” Woeser wrote that most Tibetans (presumably those in Beijing) did not have any hope for the talks. They held that China was putting on a show for the sake of ensuring that the Olympics would not be disrupted.


  From Lhasa it was reported that Tibetans could not take their dead to the sky burial site without the bodies being checked by police at checkpoints to see if they had died from gunshot wounds (so that police could investigate the family and the person’s friends and accomplices). Some Tibetan PSB had been purged for revealing secrets to other Tibetans. An “on the spot” investigation by a team from Sohu.com produced a video of interviews in Lhasa with six or seven people, all but one of whom were Han Chinese. Some of the Chinese said that their parents had worked in Tibet, that they were the second generation who had dedicated themselves to Tibet, that 80 percent of Tibetans were friendly to them and would not go against China but rather would stand together with the Chinese people. One said that Tibet was not just for Tibetans but rather that Tibet belonged to all the nationalities of China.


  29 April


  Lhasa displayed a patriotic air, with Chinese flags flying from the top of the Potala and on almost every building and house in the city. Chinese media reported that Sera monastery had reopened and that “the believers are devotedly worshipping in various shrines.” However, according to Lhasa people, the so-called “believers” were Tibetan cadres told by the authorities to pretend to be believers. Tenzing Namgyal, the secretary of the Party Committee of TAR Committee of Nationality and Religious Affairs, said that Buddhist activities at Sera and the life and practice of over five hundred monks had been restored to normal. However, Lhasa Tibetans doubted that there were five hundred monks at Sera at the time. They said that there were at least one thousand monks at Sera before the riots, many of whom were visiting monks from Kham and Amdo. Drepung, Ganden, and Jokhang were still closed, and there was no communication with the monks of those monasteries.


  Thirty Tibetans were formally sentenced to prison terms ranging from three years to life for their involvement in the Lhasa riots. Three were sentenced to life imprisonment, seven received fifteen-to twenty-year sentences, and the rest were sentenced to terms of three to fourteen years. Six were monks, one of whom was sentenced to life imprisonment for leading ten people, including five other monks, in destroying local government offices, burning shops, and attacking policemen in a town outside Lhasa. Two of the monks were sentenced to twenty years and three for fifteen years. The monk sentenced to life was Pasang, from Dingkha monastery in Toelung Dechen County, west of Lhasa, who, on 17 March, along with twelve monks, went to the local market and raised slogans for Tibetan independence. They took out goods from Chinese shops and burned them in the street. They were arrested and severely beaten by PAP. This incident was three days after the Lhasa riot. The fact that these monks were sentenced first may be because they were caught in the act, while those involved in Lhasa had still not been apprehended or fully investigated.


  A Tibetan lawyer who was allowed to visit his client said that he observed ten of the prisoners, all of whom had been so severely tortured that they were being treated by medical personnel (presumably to prepare them for the public sentencing). Those attending the sentencing were carefully selected and screened by the authorities and did not include the relatives of those being sentenced. Some of the prisoners had to be held up by the police as they entered the courtroom. One of the Tibetans appeared to have a broken leg and had to be seated on a chair because he could not stand.


  New York–based Human Rights Watch (HRW) said that the trials were not “open and public,” as claimed by the Chinese government. Only the sentencing was in “open court session” and that for propaganda purposes, while the actual trials had been conducted covertly on undisclosed dates. HRW also disputed the Chinese claim that the defendants were represented by lawyers of their own choice. All the lawyers who had publicly offered to defend Tibetan protesters were forced to withdraw their assistance after judicial authorities in Beijing threatened to discipline them and suspend their professional licenses. The authorities claimed that the Tibetan protesters were not ordinary cases but sensitive cases. The government made it clear it would not respect their right to choose their own counsel.10 This contrasted with the attempt of Chinese authorities to characterize the Tibetans’ crimes as ordinary civil offenses connected to the incident of “beating, smashing, looting and burning,” rather than as acts of expression of political dissidence.


  Woeser cited an analysis by a Tibetan who said that not only did the Chinese government have its reasons for its repressive policies in Tibet but so did those who had benefited from the struggle against separatists. This group of former Tibetan serfs now elevated to high positions owed their positions to a hard-line policy in Tibet and were the recipients of political and material benefits because of their status. They had “managed Tibet for many years and Tibet is the treasure site for their official careers and material interests. If the Dalai Lama were to return they would be the ones to suffer the most. A great number of Chinese and Tibetan officials made a living by opposing separatism, were promoted because of opposing separatism, and have become rich as a result of opposing separatism.” This interest group was always opposed to any dialogue with the Dalai Lama or any real Tibetan autonomy.


  Many of the security personnel in Lhasa had changed into civilian clothes and were disguised as tourists or workers. They could be identified by their communication devices. The streets of Lhasa were full of undercover agents and spies. Among the Tibetans who went on circumambulation every day were to be found undercover agents and informants and retired Tibetan cadres from the PSB and other offices who would never ordinarily go on circumambulation.


  1 May


  A Tibetan PSB official in Golok TAP, Qinghai, was shot to death. Official media said that he was killed by a Tibetan he was trying to arrest for having burned a Chinese flag. Chinese authorities honored him as a hero but local Tibetans say that he had shot the monk accused of burning the flag and then was killed by Tibetans in response. In Chusul, near Lhasa, nineteen nuns of Shutse nunnery were arrested. For the 1 May celebration Chinese security personnel were putting on a show of “serving the people,” by providing medical care, haircuts, bicycle repair, and so forth, to citizens on the street. All of the ordinary citizens being so served were Tibetans ordered by neighborhood committees to appear on the streets for that purpose. The streets were sealed off to other Tibetans not selected to participate. This was intended as a show of stability and harmony and was enthusiastically reported by the Lhasa media.


  2 May


  Woeser reported that the Chinese government’s claim that the thirty Tibetans sentenced so far had been represented by lawyers was not true. Also, they had all been tortured but had been told to say they had not with the threat of harsher punishment. Almost all Tibetans detained had been beaten and tortured, even those who were quickly released. Some had been beaten and tortured so severely that they had to be hospitalized, or they were disabled, mentally deranged, or died. Tibetan opinion in regard to the forthcoming meeting between Chinese officials and representatives of the Dalai Lama was that this was nothing but a public relations exercise by China intended to assuage foreign criticism and ensure the success of the Beijing Olympics. China had already proclaimed to the world that the Dalai Lama was the instigator of the disturbances in Tibet and that Chinese policy was blameless; therefore, there was nothing to talk about.


  3 May


  The two special envoys of the Dalai Lama traveled to Shenzhen via Hong Kong, to hold talks with the Chinese. The official Chinese media did not report this news. Instead, Woeser wrote that the Chinese media were still using Cultural Revolution–type language to demonize the Dalai Lama. She cited an article in Tibet Daily with the title “The Dalai Clique Sabotages the Normal Order of Tibetan Buddhism.” This article, by a Tibetan who worked for the United Front, claimed that the Dalai Lama violated the teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni.


  In Lhasa the authorities were busily creating the appearance of harmony. Many security personnel were now in civilian clothes. Tibetan cadres and those employed in work units were ordered or given incentives to ostentatiously circumambulate or make offerings at temples and shrines. In preparation for the arrival of more foreign journalists work units were organizing Tibetans to hold demonstrations for some trivial nonpolitical purpose in order to give the impression of freedom of speech and assembly. All offices and work units were holding sessions on Patriotic Education. All present had to write articles to expose and criticize the “Dalai Separatist Clique.” They had to publicly read these speeches, naming the Dalai Lama as the culprit but had to refer to him as “Dalai” rather than Dalai Lama. Those who were reluctant to do so were criticized, much like the thamzing (Struggle) sessions of the 1960s. Some of those arrested without any reason in the days after the 14 March riots, on the streets or in house searches, were released. Most had been tortured in order to extract information and had been deprived of food and water.


  In Derge, Kanze TAP, Sichuan, monks of one monastery were told by a work team to sign a document, “Expose and Criticize the Dalai Separatist Clique,” and to give two photos each to paste to it. Many refused to do so. In another part of Kham (Dzachukha) houses were searched, and police destroyed images of the Dalai Lama. A Tibetan woman hanged herself and an old monk became mentally deranged. When local officials held a ceremony to raise the Chinese flag, none of the Tibetans attended. Some were arrested afterward. A high Lama of Seshul monastery in Dzachukha objected to the Patriotic Education Campaign, saying,


  
    It is totally without any basis to claim that this incident was masterminded by the Dalai Lama. The cause is that a great number of Han immigrants moved to Tibet to plunder the land resources, and to rob the locals of their rights to receive education and to work. There is no Tibetan who does not want to believe in the Dalai Lama. The Chinese government should hold talks with the Dalai Lama as soon as possible.

  


  He was then arrested. In Amdo, Rebgong, Tsolho TAP, three monks were tried in secret and sentenced to two to three years. In Kanze TAP six nuns and one layperson were tried in secret and sentenced to various terms.


  4 May


  The one-day talk between the Dalai Lama’s special envoys and two officials of the United Front Work Department ended without any agreement. Woeser commented that for many Tibetans this was the expected but sad result. Tibetans in exile were thought to have had some hope for the talks but those in China did not believe that China had any sincerity. They thought that the talk was just a show that would be beneficial only to the Chinese. The CCP could rest assured about the Olympics and the heads of Western countries could attend the opening ceremonies. They thought that Tibetans’ sacrifices had been wasted, but that the CCP could not be sure that there would not be more incidents in Tibet.


  An exhibition titled “Tibet’s Past and Present” opened in Beijing at the Nationality Palace Museum. It was sponsored by the United Front Work Department, the State Council Information Office, the State Commission for Nationality Affairs and the TAR. The exhibition attempted to demonize old Tibet with themes such as “Tibetan History and the Feudal Serfdom System.” Some Chinese wrote in the visitors’ book comments such as “Down with Tibet independence,” and “Safeguard Unity.” Pointing at such instruments of punishment as wooden cangue as well as human skin in the showcases, an old woman said to her grandson, “Dalai did all these.” One official said, “How many benefits we have given to them, and they still revolt. Why?” The “Chinese Panchen Lama” and his parents were reported to have visited the exhibition. In Beijing, the mistrust of Tibetans was high and neighborhood committees were checking houses to discover any Tibetans in Beijing without resident permits. Officials were very afraid of protests by Tibetans or Uighurs during the Olympics.


  In Lhasa the Ramoche temple reopened to the “public,” many of whom were said to be spies, informants, or undercover security police. Some of the Ramoche monks previously arrested had been released but some were still detained and would reportedly be charged with crimes. Some other Tibetans in the Lhasa area were released but all had to pay 3,000 Yuan fines. One was released in such bad condition that he soon died. Twenty monks from Ganden monastery had been transferred to Lhasa Prison. The various work units of the Lhasa area were ordered to make “voluntary” donations to those, mostly Han Chinese, who suffered from the “beating, smashing, looting and burning” of 14 March.


  On 7 May an estimated five thousand Chinese security personnel surrounded Labrang Tashikyil monastery in Gansu and carried out a raid on the monastery and monks’ quarters. About 140 monks were taken away for questioning, most of whom were released in the following days. Two monks who most prominently spoke out during the media tour of Labrang on 7 April had disappeared and authorities denied any knowledge of their existence.


  9 May


  Woeser reported that Chinese and Tibetan academics had been dispatched to various universities in Xian to provide students with the official version of Tibetan history. The program of education on Tibetan history was planned to extend to universities nationwide. Some Tibetans arrested in the Amdo area had been released but only after paying fines as high as 10,000 Yuan. The singer Dolma Kyi was still detained because her family could not afford to pay the demanded fine. This situation could lead to her formal arrest and sentencing since Chinese law required the police to issue an arrest warrant after a person had been detained for thirty-seven days. Until that time the police could release a person without charge upon the payment of specified fines that were actually bribes. Dolma Kyi’s offense was said to be that she sang songs praising the Dalai Lama and hoping for his return and allowed others to also do so at her song and dance hall. A singer detained along with Dolma Kyi had sung a song with the lyrics: “The sun and the moon are not here, and our hope is gone. Is this the karma of Tibetans?” The sun and the moon refer to the Dalai and Panchen Lamas.


  Woeser reported that a patriotic education work team sent to Polha monastery in Sangchu (Xiahe) County in Kanlho TAP of Gansu had demanded that the monks worship Shugden, the protective spirit whose worship had been discouraged by the Dalai Lama. The monks reportedly refused to do so. Work teams at all monasteries were requiring the flying of the Chinese national flag. There were several instances of monks being arrested for refusal to fly the Chinese flag, for putting up the Tibetan flag, or for refusing to denounce the Dalai Lama. Protests continued at several places, including the hanging of banners and shouting of Tibetan independence slogans. Several demonstrations by monks and nuns took place in Kanze TAP; several monks and nuns were beaten, and fifty-five nuns were arrested. A nun arrested during the protests in Ngaba on 16 March was released from detention but died shortly after due to injuries from severe torture. One Tibetan of Kham who was accused of participation in the riot in Lhasa on 14 March was killed in Chamdo when he resisted arrest. A well-known monk author of Machu County, Kanlho TAP, founder of a private school and editor of a Tibetan language periodical, was arrested for writing articles inciting Tibetans to participate in demonstrations and for sending information about the demonstrations out of China.


  On 18 May, security forces in Kanze arrested the reincarnate lama of Kanze monastery in connection with the refusal of the monks of his monastery and nuns of associated nunneries to participate in the Patriotic Education Campaign. His arrest provoked a demonstration by monks, nuns, and laypeople in Kanze, who shouted slogans for Tibetan independence. They were beaten by police and some were arrested. In a particularly Tibetan style of retaliation against Tibetan collaborators, the lamas of Tawu monasteries declared that the families of two Tibetan cadres would henceforth be denied all religious ceremonies, including prayers at their funerals. Sixteen monks of two monasteries in Markham, Chamdo Prefecture, TAR, were arrested for refusing Patriotic Education. One reason for many protests by monks and nuns in all parts of Tibet was that they were not to be allowed to remain at their monasteries and nunneries if they refused Patriotic Education and refused to denounce the Dalai Lama.


  In Lhasa, the Jokhang temple, closed since 10 March, was reopened on 16 May. Sera and Ramoche were also open, but Drepung and Ganden remained closed. Tibetans from outside Lhasa were being denied entry to the city, and Tibetans arriving on the railway were closely checked at the Lhasa railway station. There were no restrictions on Han Chinese arrivals. Lhasa television broadcast increased rewards for the most wanted Tibetans accused of involvement in the “3.14 Incident.” The reward for information about the first person on the list was 50,000 Yuan and for six others was 20,000 Yuan. All activities of domestic and foreign NGOs working in Tibet were put on hold. Some foreign NGOs were accused by Chinese media of supporting revolution against China in Tibet.


  On 19 May, twelve monks of Shelkar Choedhe monastery of Tingri County, Shigatse Prefecture, TAR, were arrested in a nighttime raid by security personnel after the monks and their lama had refused Patriotic Education. Numerous small-scale protests by nuns in the Kanze area continued throughout the month of May, culminating in the large-scale demonstration of nuns of Samtenling nunnery on 8 June after one of their number had been severely beaten during a solo protest during which she called for freedom in Tibet and the return of the Dalai Lama.


  By early June, protests in most areas of Tibet, except Kanze, had decreased in size and frequency but some protests still occurred, usually by monks and nuns against Patriotic Education. Tension remained high in all parts of Tibet, due to the high level of Chinese security forces and the continuing efforts of officials, both Chinese and Tibetan, to investigate the loyalties of all Tibetans and their support or participation in the protests. In Lhasa, tensions were higher still due to the upcoming Olympic Torch relay. The actual date remained secret until only a few days before the actual event on 21 June. Besides the taking of the torch to the top of Everest in early May, the torch relay in Tibet had been shortened from three days to a few hours on one day.


  On 21 June the Olympic torch was taken through Lhasa under highly controlled conditions. The atmosphere was tense, as police were everywhere and most Tibetans were barred from the ceremonies. Only Han Chinese residents of Lhasa and a few of the most trusted Tibetans were allowed to witness the torch relay. Also present were Tibetan schoolchildren and song and dance groups who were required to perform for the occasion. Only a few foreign journalists were present, and their reporting was highly restricted. No incidents marred the event, but the event itself was characteristic of the repressive atmosphere of Lhasa.


  The few foreign journalists allowed to cover the torch relay in Lhasa reported that they were very restricted in their movements and in what they could see and report. They were taken on tours of the Potala and Sera monastery but were not allowed to visit the Jokhang. At Sera they were allowed to speak only to the head of the Democratic Management Committee. They noticed the absence of the usual numbers of monks. The journalists were kept busy with organized visits and were not allowed to go out on their own. Chinese officials claimed that Lhasa was too dangerous for them to go about alone. They noticed the absence of any Tibetans at the ceremony and even on the back streets of Lhasa during the ceremony. They found out that most Tibetans and all monks and nuns had been told to stay in their residences during the torch ceremony. The journalists were allowed to witness only the end of the torch relay at the square in front of the Potala. They reported that the square was surrounded by police and no uninvited people were allowed to enter. They themselves were confined to a small area and not allowed to talk to anyone.


  The foreign journalists could not help but notice that, with the exception of the Tibetan schoolchildren and singers and dancers, most of those at the ceremony were not Tibetans but Han Chinese. Thus, with the exception of a few trusted Tibetans and some whose presence was required at the ceremony, the event was not a Tibetan celebration of the Olympic torch but a Chinese celebration of Chinese control over Tibet. This was emphasized by Zhang Qingli, who was quoted as saying


  
    In order to bring more glory to the Olympic spirit, we should firmly smash the plots to ruin the Beijing Olympic Games by the Dalai clique and hostile foreign forces inside and outside of the nation. We will certainly be able to totally smash the splittist schemes of the Dalai Lama clique. Tibet’s sky will never change and the red flag with five stars will forever flutter high above it.11

  


  Three days after the Olympic torch ceremony in Lhasa, the TAR was reopened to foreign tourists and foreign journalists, with some restrictions. Journalists were to be required to request permission to go to Tibet and they would presumably be assigned to government handlers. The decision to reopen Tibet to tourists and journalists was said to be because Tibet was now stable and safe for foreigners. No doubt it was the lack of any disturbances during the torch relay that convinced Chinese leaders that Tibet was now safe.


  An International Campaign for Tibet report in July documented 159 separate incidents of protest since 10 March. A large number of incidents, 117 out of the 159, had been in Tibetan areas outside the TAR, particularly in the Labrang area of Gansu and the Kanze and Ngaba areas of Sichuan. While the majority of protests had been peaceful, at least fourteen had involved violence, usually only against property. Eleven incidents had involved violence by Chinese security forces against Tibetans. Many of the protests in late March, April, and May were due to monks’ resistance to the Patriotic Education Campaign, particularly its requirement that they verbally or in writing denounce the Dalai Lama. Monks and nuns also resisted security forces’ raids on monasteries and nunneries in search of independence materials, including photographs of the Dalai Lama. During these searches, which usually took place without notice and often in the middle of the night, security forces were accused of mistreating monks and nuns and of destroying and stealing religious artifacts. Some protests took place when monasteries raised the Tibetan flag or refused to fly the Chinese flag.12 In March 2009 Human Rights Watch issued a report that quoted a Chinese source saying that there had been 150 instances of protests.13


  The significance of the Tibetan uprising will be examined in the following chapters, but something may be said here about the territorial extent of Tibetan protests. The original protest was mostly confined to Lhasa and the TAR. However, a large-scale protest occurred in Labrang Tashikyil almost simultaneous with the 14 March outbreak of violence in Lhasa. Labrang is on the edge of the traditional border between China and Tibet, a border defined mostly by altitude and ecology and economy, but also by history. This border was maintained during the Tibetan Empire and Tang Dynasty era by the establishment of Tibetan outposts intended to define and protect Tibet’s frontier with China. Tibetans from central and western Tibet were sent to permanently populate those outposts. They were told not to return without orders, or kha ma lok in Tibetan, by which the peoples of the Tibetan frontier with China were thereafter known. This strategy is similar to the traditional Chinese frontier policy of establishing military-agricultural colonies to expand and protect their border, a policy applied in Xinjiang during the CCP era with the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps.


  After 14 March most of the protests were in eastern Tibet in areas near the traditional frontier with China, in Tibetan areas of Gansu and northern Qinghai, and in Sichuan. If one looks at a map of the places where protests occurred, the sites appear to define the traditional Sino-Tibetan frontier. These are the areas where Tibetans are most in contact with Chinese and where they should presumably be the most assimilated. Chinese policies in many of these areas have also, at least until recently, been more tolerant of Tibetan culture. The predominance of protests in eastern Tibet undoubtedly reveals something about the Tibetan nationalist nature of the uprising. It was not only those supposedly more nationalistic and less assimilated Tibetans of Lhasa and the TAR who expressed their rejection of the conditions of Chinese rule over Tibet, but it was equally or even more so the supposedly more assimilated Tibetans closest to the traditional Tibetan frontier with China who retained and expressed Tibetan nationalist sentiments.
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