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Introduction

Each season of the year is filled not only with holidays, but also with many special occasions and memorable events. I hope, as you flip through this book, you will find loads of inspiration for all that is celebrated during the seasons. In each chapter, you will find cards, tags, layouts and decorative items that can be given as gifts or used to commemorate occasions from the everyday to the extraordinary.

In Chapter One, you’ll find projects for a holiday I love—Christmas. But Christmas isn’t the only winter holiday; we’ll also create projects for Valentine’s Day as well as general winter cheer. I celebrate some of my spring memories in Chapter Two, including Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and more. I hope these techniques and projects will help you enjoy and remember your own springtime holidays and special occasions! Next comes summer, a time filled with celebration. In addition to plain old summer fun, Chapter Three features projects for birthdays, weddings, anniversaries and summer travel. Finally, we’ll explore the holidays and special occasions of autumn, including Halloween, another favorite of mine. Along with Halloween, Chapter Four has projects and techniques for Grandparents Day, Thanksgiving and more.

Finally, I’ll show you how to take the techniques in each chapter and use them to celebrate all of the seasons. Look through More Seasonal Delights, starting on page 114, to see how the techniques in this book can be transformed to suit more than one season.

All of the projects you’ll see in these pages have a slight vintage feel, as I have incorporated my signature embellishments, such as vintage buttons, glass glitter, trims and pearls. If you like this look, you can replicate it yourself, or give each technique and project your own spin. With the many wonderful art and craft supplies available today, it’s easy to put your own stamp on your projects. My hope is that while you browse through this book, you will find ways to create and accent projects that celebrate all the wonderful special occasions and memorable moments that are sprinkled throughout the seasons. Maybe you’ll even be inspired to start a few creative traditions for your family. And remember: While you’re busy creating and celebrating, always take delight in the seasons.
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My Life in the Seasons

Growing up, I always looked forward to each season. In southeast Texas, we mainly had two seasons: winter and summer. As winter approached, the one thing I had in mind was the two-week Christmas break we had from school every year. I can remember getting so excited as Christmas got closer because that meant extra arts and crafts in school. I loved making paper and clay ornaments to bring home for our tree and using spray paint and glitter to turn a thick magazine into a tabletop tree decoration. My mom and I made things together at home to celebrate Christmas. Over the years, we’ve made raffia baskets, dough ornaments and cloth ornaments, as well as paper ornaments and numerous treats. Obviously, the love of crafting that I felt then is here to stay!

As much as winter makes me think of holidays, spring holds its own special occasions. I looked forward to watching the spring flowers bloom, but as fast as spring came, it left again as the hot Texas summer started. My family would take advantage of what little spring we had, though! One of my favorite times in spring was Easter. As spring approached, my mom and I looked forward to making bird nest cupcakes for Easter. When we made our cupcakes, I loved adding the green food coloring and shredded coconut to the icing to make the grass. Once my sister was old enough, she joined in the fun and she loved putting the jelly bean eggs on top of the shredded coconut topping. Deciding which colors to put on each cupcake was the hardest part. Another tradition in my house was that my mom and dad would always hide Easter eggs for us kids to find. Let me just say, some were pretty challenging to find. We found one egg behind a basket several years after it had been hidden. We still cannot understand why that thing did not smell! I guess it had been sitting there all that time waiting to be found.
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Our short spring would quickly turn into summer and then my brother and I would run around the block barefoot and fancy-free all day long with not one care in the world. One summer, we created our own Slip ’n Slide using a water hose and a piece of plastic that covered the entire front yard. We and all the neighborhood kids had an incredible day of slipping and sliding. However, when mom and dad came home from work and saw the lovely mud pit their front yard had become, my brother Richard and I headed right up to our rooms without even needing to be told. But I have to tell you, we had a blast, the yard did recover, and my mom and dad weren’t too hard on us. We were just kids having fun on a hot summer day. Summer for my family was also marked by a two-week trip to visit my grandparents. It was fun seeing our grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. We would all have big picnics and visit the old homestead where my grandmother cooked on the wood-burning stove. Another summer tradition was that on July 4th we would attend a pool party and spend the day swimming and playing games, then in the evening we would either sit on our garage roof or go down to the warehouse my mom and dad owned and climb up onto the roof there to watch the fireworks. It was fun to be so high up because it seemed like you could reach out and touch the brilliant fireworks. It was always sad to see summer end because of all the fun we had.

Once autumn started to hit Texas, we were back in school, excited to attend football games and enjoy the state fair. In the autumn, my mom always enjoyed helping me and my siblings get our costumes ready for Halloween. We never purchased ours; we just dug around in mom and dad’s closet and made our own. One year, Mom dressed up as Mother Goose and hosted a Halloween party for all of the kids in the neighborhood. It was so much fun, and it is one of my favorite holiday memories.

I’ve poured my love of the seasons into the techniques and projects you’ll see on the following pages, and I hope they help you share your special memories, too!
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chapter one



Winter

Winter is the season that holds some of my favorite holidays. I have many wonderful memories of creating ornaments and other seasonal decorations with my mom while sitting at the kitchen table during Christmastime. I eagerly waited for my dad to make his homemade eggnog (the kid-safe version, of course), and I loved nibbling on all the special treats Mom and I would make together. Every Valentine’s Day, my dad brought my mom a box filled with the best chocolates and a bouquet of beautiful roses with a card written to “Nugget.” My mom says he called her Nugget when they first started dating because he couldn’t remember her name, Juanita. Dad denies this—I find it cute either way. I do know one thing: I really wish I had the heart-shaped candy boxes from all those years. They just don’t make them like they used to!

In this chapter, I will show you how to create items for the holidays and special occasions found in winter. Turn to page 20 to create a simple reflector out of foil cupcake liners; these are similar to the ones my grandmother used to put on her tree lights each Christmas. On page 30, you will learn how to create a patina effect using acrylic paints and ink on chipboard pieces. These embellished chipboard pieces accent a Valentine’s Day banner perfectly. I will also show you how to create a beautiful layout using multiple photos for a winter-themed vignette and a heartwarming layout using the scanned image of a love letter. The techniques shared in this chapter are sure to inspire your creativity while you’re sitting warm and toasty in your craft room. You might even get to watch snowflakes drifting slowly to the ground outside your window as you re-create these projects. Being from Texas, where snow is not at all common, watching a snowfall is one of the things about winter I find magical and inspiring. Enjoy all the facets of winter as you peruse these projects.



Air-Dry Clay 3-D Embellishment

Using an air-dry clay is a great way to create unique lightweight 3-D embellishments. To cut the clay into shapes, I like to use cookie cutters. These are perfect since they come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. To create different textures on my clay embellishments, I like to use crocheted doilies, burlap and other heavily textured fabrics or materials, such as embossing plates. Once dry, your embellishment can be painted, inked and, of course, glittered.

[image: image]

Supplies: patterned paper (3ndypapir.no); air-dry modeling clay (C-Thru Ruler Company); paint (Making Memories); doily (Wilton); ultra thick embossing enamel, glitter glue, ink, pearlescent pigment spray (Ranger); ink (Clearsnap); punch (Fiskars); chipboard wings (Maya Road); felt (CPE); other: crocheted doily, vintage buttons, vintage sheet music, seam binding

What You’ll Need

air-dry modeling clay, nonstick craft sheet, rolling pin, cookie cutter, crocheted doily, acrylic paint, paintbrush, paper towel, Perfect Medium Pen, Ultra Thick Embossing Enamel (UTEE), heat tool, glitter glue

[image: image]

1 Form the air-dry modeling clay into a ball. Place the ball of clay onto a nonstick craft sheet and flatten it out using a rolling pin. Roll the clay until it is larger than the cookie cutter you are using. Press the cookie cutter into the clay. Remove the excess clay around the cut shape.
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2 Place a crocheted doily onto the top of the clay piece; using the rolling pin, roll back and forth over the doily, applying a slight, even pressure. Gently remove the doily from the clay and let the clay air dry. If you do not have a crocheted doily, you can also use textured fabrics or even plastic embossing plates to create an embossed pattern.
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3 Once the clay is dry, paint the entire piece with acrylic paint.
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4 While the paint is still wet, wipe it off from all raised areas using a damp paper towel.
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5 Mark the raised areas with a perfect medium pen. Mark only a small area so that the medium does not dry while you are working.

[image: image]

6 While the medium is wet, sprinkle white UTEE over the marked areas.
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7 Tap off the excess UTEE and melt it using a heat tool. Repeat steps 5-7 over the surface of the entire heart.
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8 Once the UTEE is completely cooled, accent the raised areas using glitter glue (I used Diamond and Icicle Stickles). Outline the outer edge of the piece using platinum glitter glue as well.

 

Altered Tart Tin

Tart tins are great items to use as the base of a project or to add to a project. They can usually be found in antique shops and thrift stores and cost very little. I like to use tart tins in two different sizes for my projects. In this trio, I used tins in the larger size, but mini tart tins are perfect for smaller projects. Here, I’ve altered three different tins to create an ornament, a magnet and a brooch. I’ve chosen to make my tins colorful, but if you want a tarnished look for your project, apply light brown alcohol ink to the tin’s edges and creases with a cotton swab; this will add the perfect tint for an aged look.
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Supplies: patterned paper (3ndypapir.no); tinsel (Bethany Lowe); ink (Clearsnap); chipboard foundations (Maya Road); glitter glue, alcohol ink (Ranger); sisal wreath, doily, holiday embellishments (Hobby Lobby); glitter (EK Success); pin back (Darice); rhinestones (Advantus); other: tart tin, seam binding, vintage accents, beads, baker’s twine

What You’ll Need

tart tin, alcohol ink, cotton swab, chipboard pieces, photo, craft knife, cutting mat, glue, sanding block, liquid adhesive, mini tinsel garland, scissors, foam squares, vintage embellishments, seam binding, beads, paper piercer, fabric adhesive
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1 Apply alcohol ink to a cotton swab. Rub the alcohol ink over the entire tart tin. Your tin is now custom-colored for the project of your choice! To make the tart tin ornament featured on the previous page, follow the steps below.
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2 Glue 2 oval chipboard pieces together and allow the glue to dry. Glue your photo to the chipboard pieces, centering it. Allow the glue to dry, then lay the photo facedown on a cutting mat and cut the photo around the chipboard pieces using a craft knife.
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3 Sand the edges of the photo with a sanding block.
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4 Apply liquid adhesive to the outer edge of the chipboard piece and attach the mini tinsel garland. Let the glue dry completely.
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5 Adhere foam squares to the back of the chipboard, then place it inside the tart tin. Place the chipboard toward the top of the open space, leaving room at the bottom.

[image: image]

6 Apply liquid adhesive to the bottom portion of the tart tin and attach vintage embellishments there.
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7 Cut an 18″ (46cm) piece of seam binding and fold it in half. Thread 3 beads onto seam binding; use a thin paper piercer to push the seam binding through the hole in the bead if needed.

[image: image]

8 Lay the tart tin on top of the beaded seam binding. Space the beads so that 2 are at the top of the tart tin and 1 is at the bottom. Apply fabric adhesive to the back of the tart tin and adhere it to the seam binding.

 

Tissue Paper Trim

This cheerful card proclaims Valentine’s Day wishes with lace, glitter and a pretty red-and-white tissue paper trim. With so many different decorative scissors available, you don’t have to limit yourself to scallop scissors. You can use any kind of decorative-edge scissors to create a unique edging on your tissue paper trim. For a larger version of this trim, cut wider strips and add more strips to the stack before sewing and cutting.
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Supplies: patterned paper, mini calendar (Jenni Bowlin); button (Making Memories); doily (Wilton); ink (Clearsnap); self-adhesive pearls (The Paper Studio); distress crackle paint, glitter glue (Ranger); satin pleat trim (Maya Road); leaves (Laura’s Vintage Garden); other: tissue paper, baker’s twine

What You’ll Need

tissue paper (two colors), paper trimmer, sewing machine and thread, scallop scissors, straight scissors, ink

[image: image]

1 Cut 4 strips each of red tissue paper and white tissue paper. Each of the 8 strips should measure 1″ × 12″ (3cm × 30cm). Layer the strips of tissue paper, alternating the colors.
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2 Using a sewing machine, sew with a straight stitch up the center of the stack.
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3 Trim both 12″ (30cm) edges of the stack using scallop scissors.
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4 Cut between each scallop with straight scissors. Do not cut through the stitching. Repeat this step on each side of the sewn line.

[image: image]

5 Fold the tissue paper stack in half along the sewn line. Scrunch and ruffle the tissue paper to open up the fringe.

[image: image]

6 Lightly ink the tissue paper.
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Paint and Ink Distressing

During the holiday season, it’s easy to find small seasonal embellishments in any craft store. Items like these are easy to personalize for your friends and family. Some come already embellished in different themes, including those for girls, boys, moms, dads, aunts and uncles. Adding your own touch with paint and ink, like I’ve done here with this gift tag, is an easy way to add that “special something” to a gift.

[image: image]

Supplies: party favor tray (Wilton); paint (Making Memories); ink (Clearsnap); glitter glue (Ranger); chalkboard spray paint (Krylon); other: holly, candy canes, baker’s twine

What You’ll Need

party favor tray, chalkboard spray paint, acrylic paint (three colors), paintbrush, ink, sanding block, glitter glue, miniature candy canes, holly leaves, baker’s twine, strong liquid adhesive, white chalk

[image: image]

1 Paint the entire party favor tray with chalkboard spray paint. Let the paint dry completely. Paint the outer border of the party tray using red acrylic paint and allow that paint to dry.
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2 Paint the inner border of the tray using green acrylic paint. Allow the paint to dry.
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3 Accent the raised areas of the outer border with white acrylic paint and let the paint dry.
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4 Tone down the red, white and green painted areas of the tray using brown ink. Using a sanding block, sand the raised areas of the tray until some of the silver shows on the raised portions.

[image: image]

5 Use your finger to rub glitter glue into the recessed areas of the tray. Let the glitter glue dry.

[image: image]

6 Using a strong liquid adhesive, accent the tray with miniature candy canes, holly leaves and baker’s twine. Glue a length of baker’s twine to the back of the tray to use as a hanger.
    After the chalkboard paint has dried for 24 hours, prime it by rubbing white chalk all over the chalkboard paint, then wipe it off. Once the paint has been primed, you can write a name or message on the tag with chalk.

 

Cupcake Liner Reflector

I remember lying by my grandparents’ Christmas tree with my brother when I was three or four years old. We marveled at how shiny and bright the lights were. Each light had a foil reflector in silver, blue, green, gold or red. The memory of those lights on Grammy and Grampa’s tree is the inspiration behind creating these foil light reflectors. I think they are beautiful and add the same shiny, bright glow I remember from my childhood.

[image: image]

Supplies: shadow box, chipboard snowflakes, chipboard banner, mini chipboard frame, mini crown, wooden bingo number, ink (Maya Road); patterned paper (The Girls’ Paperie); chipboard buttons, paint, calendar page, mini bingo cards (Jenni Bowlin); plastic bells, sisal wreath and tree (Hobby Lobby); cupcake liners, dove (Wilton); jingle bell (Darice); fine silver German glass glitter (German Corner LLC); gloss medium (Ranger); punches (EK Success); rhinestones (Doodlebug Design Inc.); vintage Santas (Laura’s Vintage Garden); other: tags, stickers, leaf pick, deer, miniature clothespins, Scrabble pieces

What You’ll Need

silver foil cupcake liners, scissors, wooden bingo piece, strong liquid adhesive

[image: image]

1 Using your fingers, smooth 2 silver foil cupcake liners completely flat.
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2 Fold a flattened liner in half 4 times. Using scissors, snip the top portion of the liner to form an upside-down V. Fold and cut the second liner in the same manner.
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3 Unfold the liners and check that you like their appearance. Each cut liner should have 16 points.
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4 Scrunch the center of 1 liner inward to make it a bit smaller than the other. Attach the smaller liner onto the middle of the larger one using a strong liquid adhesive.
    Attach a wooden bingo piece onto the center of the liners with a strong liquid adhesive and scrunch the foil liners around the bingo piece.



More Delightful Options

There are plenty of ways that you can customize the look of your own reflectors. If you prefer fewer points, fold the liners only 3 times instead of 4. Your reflector will have 8 points like the one you see on the right.

It’s also easy to color your reflectors. Once the reflector is cut, cover it with alcohol ink in whatever color you prefer. Using red, as I am here, adds to the festive look of this reflector.
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Interactive Layers

I remember receiving Christmas cards as a child that had Santa waving his arm when you pulled on a little tab. I always loved these interactive cards. So, when I saw this patterned paper I instantly knew I wanted to use it to make an interactive card of my own. I picked two images from the patterned paper that I thought would complement each other and began to work on my design. I really liked how the one Santa had the doll in his hands and decided this would be the one to overlap the other. Then to add even more holiday cheer, I accented the card using glitter glue and coarse glitter.

[image: image]

Supplies: patterned paper (Pink Paislee); paint (Jenni Bowlin, Ranger); ink (Clearsnap, Ranger); stamps (Wendy Vecchi, The Girls’ Paperie); glitter (EK Success); glitter glue (Ranger); decoupage medium (Aleene’s); felt (CPE); decorative scissors (Fiskars); trinket pins, velvet trim, chipboard frame (Maya Road); other: cardstock, vintage buttons, lace flower

What You’ll Need

images with figures, craft knife, cutting mat, distressing tool, ink, glitter glue

[image: image]

1 Evaluate your images to determine what parts would be best for layering. Look for small parts that extend from the main image. For my card, I thought the waving arm of the Santa image was perfect. Using a craft knife, trim all around the portion of the image you want to layer.
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2 Alter the images by using a distressing tool on each edge of the image. Ink the edges of each image.

[image: image]

3 Layer the second image together with the first. If you want to make the layering obvious, you can bend the cut piece upward a bit or elevate it with a foam square.

[image: image]

4 If you desire, accent the images using glitter glue.



More Delightful Options

To make the arm on the Santa moveable, carefully cut the entire arm off and attach it back onto the Santa using a small brad in a matching color. Now you have an arm that is completely interactive.

 

Embellished Clear Button

Altering clear buttons is a great way to customize your project; it allows you to turn a clear button into one that perfectly accessorizes your project. Try using patterned papers, vintage ledger paper, book pages or sheet music to transform a button. Here, I used sheet music to embellish clear buttons. I felt this fit nicely with the theme of the project because it reminded me of Christmas carols. I added other personal touches to this project as well. For example, the white trim on each mitten was inspired by a pair of mittens I had when I was little. Oh, how I loved those mittens! I also added extra sparkle throughout the project to resemble holiday lights sparkling at night. Use details like these to make your projects magical.

[image: image]

Supplies: patterned paper (3ndypapir.no); double-stitched velvet trim, chipboard mittens, ink, chipboard snowflakes, satin pleat trim, glitter, star pin, trinket pin (Maya Road); marabou (Zucker Feather Products); glitter glue, gloss medium (Ranger); jewels (Doodlebug Design Inc.); ink (Clearsnap); button (Autumn Leaves); jingle bell (Westrim Crafts); bead garland (Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores); other: vintage sheet music, seam binding, baker’s twine

What You’ll Need

clear button, gloss medium, patterned paper, paper piercer, craft knife, cutting mat, sanding block, baker’s twine, seam binding

[image: image]

1 Apply gloss medium to the back of a clear button.
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2 Place the button, glue side down, onto patterned paper. Here, I’m using vintage sheet music. Press down on the button with medium pressure to remove air bubbles.
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3 While the gloss medium is still wet, use a paper piercer to clear each button hole. Let the gloss medium dry completely.
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4 Using a craft knife, cut the paper around the button.
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5 Sand the edges of the patterned paper until it is smooth and flush with the button.

[image: image]

6 Thread baker’s twine through the button holes and tie it into a bow. Create a bow from seam binding and attach the altered button to the center of the seam binding bow.



More Delightful Options

If you want to display these mittens all winter long, change the red and green color scheme to blue and white.



 

Vintage Photo Vignette

The design for this layout allows you to tell a story with photos and would work beautifully with many themes. I think it would work especially well as a baby layout; you could incorporate a photo taken each month to show the growth or milestones of a new baby. It would also be wonderful for showcasing photos taken from around your home to document special holiday decorations and treats.
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Supplies: patterned paper (Pink Paislee); chipboard letters, chipboard snowflakes, ink (Maya Road); ink (Clearsnap); gloss medium (Ranger); fine silver German glass glitter (German Corner LLC); felt (CPE); tiny alphas (Making Memories); self-adhesive pearls (The Paper Studio); chandelier bead (Laura’s Vintage Garden); other: vintage ledger paper

What You’ll Need

black-and-white photos with a similar theme, laser printer or copier, cardstock, paper trimmer, sewing machine and thread, distressing tool, ink, patterned paper

[image: image]

1 Copy (or scan and print) several black-and-white photos that have a similar theme onto medium-weight white cardstock. I find that using black-and-white photos makes the photos look more cohesive, so if you only have color photos, I suggest converting them to black-and-white. There are several free programs that will do this for you (I use Picasa Web Albums). Trim the photos so they are all the same size (mine are 2″ [5cm] squares).
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2 Using a sewing machine, sew a straight stitch approximately ⅛″ (3mm) inside each edge of each photo. Distress the edges of each photo with a distressing tool or by gently running your fingernail down each edge.
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3 Apply ink to the edges of each photo.
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4 Cut, sew, distress and ink pieces of patterned paper as you did the photos. Arrange the photos and patterned paper pieces so that the photos tell the story of your chosen layout theme. Once you have found a composition that you like, you can transfer the photos and patterned papers onto a layout.



More Delightful Options

I embellished this layout with chipboard and felt snowflakes. I added self-adhesive pearls to the felt snowflakes for that “something special.” For a different look, you could embroider the snowflakes using a backstitch and cream-colored embroidery floss.

 

Vintage Keepsake Inspiration

The inspiration for this layout came from a letter my grandfather wrote to my grandmother when they were dating. There are so many ways you can use a vintage keepsake to inspire your own layout. For instance, I pulled quotes directly from the letter to embellish the layout, and the scanned image of the envelope the letter was sent in features prominently in the layout. To add to the sweetness of the feeling of this project, I used soft colors, doily patterned paper and plenty of glitter. I feel like the elements I used help tell the story of this love letter perfectly.
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Supplies: patterned paper (Pink Paislee); glitter glue, pearlescent pigment powder, pearlescent pigment spray, ink (Ranger); felt (CPE); kraft tag, mini banner stamp, doily stamp (Maya Road); pearls (The Paper Studio); decorative scissors (Fiskars); ink (Clearsnap); alphabet stickers (Adornit); other: baker’s twine, seam binding, vintage button

What You’ll Need

love letter or other vintage keepsake, scanner, laser printer, cardstock, paper trimmer, patterned paper, craft knife, cutting mat, ink, glue stick, glitter glue

[image: image]

1 Find a love letter or other keepsake that inspires you! Then examine the keepsake for items you can use in your layout. I loved the envelope from my grandfather’s love letter, so I knew I wanted to feature it prominently. I scanned the envelope and printed the scanned image onto medium-weight white cardstock using a laser printer. You can easily have a color copy made instead, if you do not have a scanner or laser printer. Use a paper trimmer to trim the cardstock to the size that best fits your project.
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2 Use a craft knife to cut out decorative elements from patterned paper.

[image: image]

3 Ink the edges of both your scanned image and patterned papers using brown ink. Attach the patterned papers to the cardstock with a glue stick.

[image: image]

4 Embellish the patterned paper with glitter glue.



More Delightful Options

Here are some more examples of elements I pulled from my grandfather’s love letter to use in my layout. I loved that he always started his letters with “My Dearest Girly,” and ended them with “P.S. Wrote with a hug sealed with a kiss I love the one that opened this.” I highlighted these two sentiments with romantic fonts. I also incorporated a little bit of nature into the design since the photo of my grandmother was taken outside; the bird and butterfly carry the sentiments on this page.
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Paint and Ink Patina

While working on this banner, I decided the birds needed to have an aged feel, but I wanted a unique look, different from what you get when an embellishment is covered with old book pages, sheet music or glass glitter. I didn’t feel these types of altering would really add to this project. I wanted each bird to have some color but not the typical Valentine color scheme of red, white and pink—I figured that was just too expected. I started to notice a little pop of blue in each of the button images. That is what inspired me to try a patina—a brown tone accented with blue. I think this effect worked out perfectly as the birds have an aged feel with a little pop of color, which is exactly what I wanted.
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Supplies: chipboard banner, chipboard birds, chipboard hearts, hanging chandelier beads (Maya Road); paint, buttons (Jenni Bowlin); die-cut lace tags, glitter (EK Success); ink (Clearsnap, Jenni Bowlin, Ranger); pearls (Mark Richards); glitter glue (Ranger); alcohol ink marker (Copic Ciao); fine glass glitter (German Corner LLC); jump rings (Hirschberg Schutz & Co.); chipboard alphabet (The Girls’ Paperie); stamp set (Studio 490 by Wendy Vecchi); other: vintage sheet music, baker’s twine, seam binding, flocked flowers

What You’ll Need

chipboard bird, acrylic paint (two colors), ink, stamp, dimensional adhesive, fine glass glitter

[image: image]

1 Paint a chipboard bird with cream acrylic paint. Let the paint dry completely.
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2 Ink the stamp with brown ink, then press the inked stamp on top of the painted chipboard bird. Let the ink dry.

[image: image]

3 Lightly tap a blue paint dabber on top of the painted and inked chipboard bird. Let the paint dry.

[image: image]

4 Cover the entire bird using dimensional adhesive. While the glaze is still wet, sprinkle on a light dusting of fine glass glitter. Allow the glaze to dry.



More Delightful Options

I wanted additional color to be pulled downward on this banner, so I decided to color the chandelier beads using a Copic marker. This is a very simple way to accent any clear glass or acrylic embellishment. If you decide you don’t like the color, it can easily be removed with an alcohol swab.




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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