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INTRODUCTION 




Learning Spanish is fun, and you know why? Because it opens up whole new worlds to you. Spanish is one of the most commonly spoken languages in the world— hundreds of millions of people in dozens of countries speak it. You know Spanish is spoken in Spain, but did you know that it’s also spoken in most of Central and South America, from Mexico to Chile? In fact, there are only a few countries in Latin America where Spanish isn’t spoken, like Brazil and Belize. There are also millions of Spanish speakers in the United States and in other countries all over the world. So by learning Spanish, you’ll be able to talk to all of these people and learn about the similarities and differences between their countries and cultures and your own.




Plus, if you can convince someone like your mom, dad, brother, sister, or best friend to learn Spanish with you, you’ll be able to study and practice together. It’s a lot more fun learning Spanish when you have someone to speak it with regularly. You can help each other understand the tricky parts and remember what you’ve learned. Then you’ll also have a secret language that only the two of you understand!




Speaking Spanish is useful, too. If you want to travel to other countries, it makes sense to speak the local language. If you visit Argentina or Costa Rica, for example, it will be easier (and more fun!) to eat at restaurants, go shopping, and visit places like zoos and museums when you speak Spanish. Plus, when you go to high school, you have to study a foreign language. If you start learning Spanish now, you’ll be ahead  of your classmates. Besides that, there are lots of jobs that need Spanish speakers. If you want to be a doctor, a teacher, or a lawyer when you grow up, knowing Spanish will let you talk to many more people than if you just know English. In fact, speaking Spanish will probably make it easier for you to get the job in the first place. And if find out that you like Spanish so much that you want to learn another language, like French or Italian, knowing Spanish will make learning that new language even easier.




The Everything KIDS’ Learning Spanish Book will help you start learning Spanish and have fun at the same time. This is a complete introduction to Spanish written especially for kids just like you. Every chapter includes lessons, fun activities, puzzles, and games to help you learn, practice, and have a good time, too. You’ll be able to talk about what you love and what you dislike, what you’re studying at school, and what you want to do when you grow up. You’ll also learn how to count, describe your family and friends, talk about clothes and food, and lots more. And when you’ve finished the whole book and are ready for more, there is a list of books and Web sites in the back to help you figure out where to go next. (There’s also a glossary to help you remember how to say something in Spanish.)




Speaking Spanish is the first step to getting to know more about different countries, cultures, and people. It’s fun to learn and speak, and it’s useful too. So let’s get started and have fun!
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CHAPTER 1 
The Basics 
Los fundamentos 
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Alphabet—Alfabeto 




The Spanish alphabet is similar to the English alphabet, except with one extra letter. Plus, the letters are pronounced differently in Spanish. Here is the Spanish alphabet, including how to say each letter, called pronunciation, spelled out for you.
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	Letter  
	Example  
	Pronunciation

	A 
	for abuelo (grandfather) 
	AH

	B 
	for bueno (good) 
	BEH

	C 
	for cama (bed) 
	SEH

	D 
	for desayuno (breakfast) 
	DEH

	E 
	for edificio (building) 
	EH

	F 
	for falda (skirt) 
	EF eh

	G 
	for gracias (thank you) 
	HEH

	H 
	for hablar (to talk) 
	AH cheh

	I 
	for Italia (Italy) 
	EE

	J 
	for jamón (ham) 
	HOH tah

	K 
	for kárate (karate) 
	KAH

	L 
	for leer (to read) 
	EL eh

	M 
	for madre (mother) 
	EM eh

	N 
	for nieve (snow) 
	EN eh

	Ñ 
	for ñame (yam) 
	EN yeh

	O 
	for ocho (eight) 
	OH

	P 
	for pelo (hair) 
	PEH

	Q 
	for queso (cheese) 
	KOO

	R 
	for regalo (gift) 
	EHRR eh

	S 
	for sí (yes) 
	ES eh

	T 
	for tener (to have) 
	TEH

	U 
	for uno (one) 
	OO

	V 
	for ventana (window) 
	BEH

	W 
	for watt (watt) 
	DO bleh beh

	X 
	for xerocopia (photocopy) 
	EH kees

	Y 
	for ya (already) 
	ee gree EH gah

	Z 
	for zapato (shoe) 
	SEH tah







Alphabet Code 




This puzzle looks like it is in code, but you are actually practicing how to sound out the Spanish alfabeto (alphabet)! Write the correct letter under each letter sound to find the answer to this riddle:
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¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




Though they’re different in English, the letters B and V are pronounced exactly the same way in Spanish. The letters are both pronounced “beh,” and they make a sound much like the B in English. There is no English V sound in Spanish.
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First sing the alphabet song in English. Easy, right? Now, try singing the alphabet song in Spanish! The new pronunciations and the extra letter might make it tricky, but don’t give up. Keep practicing until you can sing the whole song without making a mistake!




Numbers—Números 




Learning how to count in Spanish is lots of fun and very useful. Once you learn the numbers in Spanish, you can count all kinds of things, like pieces of fruit in the refrigerator, clothes in your closet, or birds in a tree in your backyard. Check out the numbers in the following list:








	Number  
	In Spanish  
	Pronunciation

	0 
	cero 	SEH ro

	1 
	uno 	OO noh

	2 
	dos 	DOS

	3 
	tres 	TREHS

	4 
	cuatro 	KWA tro

	5 
	cinco 	SEEN ko

	6 
	seis 	SEHEES

	7 
	siete 	SEE EH teh

	8 
	ocho 	O cho

	9 
	nueve 	NUEH beh

	10 
	diez 	dee EHS

	11 
	once 	ON seh

	12 
	doce 	DO seh

	13 
	trece 	TREH seh

	14 
	catorce 	ka TOR seh

	15 
	quince 	KEEN seh

	16 
	dieciséis 	dee eh see SEHEES

	17 
	diecisiete 	dee eh see SEE EH teh

	18 
	dieciocho 	dee eh see OH choh

	19 
	diecinueve 	dee eh see NUEH beh

	20 
	veinte 	BAIN teh

	21 
	veintiuno 	bain tee OO noh

	22 
	veintidós 	bain tee DOHS

	23 
	veintitrés 	bain tee TRES

	24 
	veinticuatro 	bain tee KWA troh

	25 
	veinticinco 	bain tee SEEN koh

	26 
	veintiséis 	bain tee SEHEES

	27 
	veintisiete 	bain tee SEE EH teh

	28 
	veintiocho 	bain tee OH choh

	29 
	veintinueve 	bain tee NUEH beh

	30 
	treinta 	TRAIN tah

	31 
	treinta y uno 	TRAIN tah ee OO noh

	32 
	treinta y dos 	TRAIN tah ee DOS

	. . .
	 	 
	40 
	cuarenta 	kwa REN tah

	41 
	cuarenta y uno  	kwa REN tah ee OO noh

	42 
	cuarenta y dos 	kwa REN tah ee DOHS

	. . .
	 	 
	50 
	cincuenta 	seen KWEN ta

	60 
	sesenta 	seh SEN tah

	70 
	setenta 	seh TEN tah

	80 
	ochenta 	oh CHEN tah

	90 
	noventa 	noh VEN tah

	100 
	cien 	SEE EN

	1,000 
	mil 	MEEL

	1,000,000 
	millón 	mee YON
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Jumping Numbers 




A frog wants to cross the pond, but he can only jump on lily pads with even numbers. Can you help him find the correct path from el principio (the start) to el fin (the end)? Hint: The frog can jump straight ahead, left, or right, but not diagonally.
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To practice using the Spanish numbers, go around your house and count how many of the following items you see. Write your answers in the blank spaces. So, for example, if there are five clocks in your house, your response would look like this:







	clocks    
	          cinco         



	beds	_______________
	rugs
	_______________
	sinks
	_______________
	televisions
	_______________
	telephones
	_______________
	computers
	_______________

Essential Vocabulary—Vocabulario esencial 




When you’re learning a new language, you often need to ask a lot of questions. This is when your essential vocabulary comes into play. This includes all the question and answer words you know in English. Check out the following list, and try pronouncing these essential Spanish words.










	English  
	Spanish  
	Pronunciation

	yes 
	sí 	SEE

	no 
	no 	NOH

	I don't know 
	no sé 	no SEH

	OK 
	de acuerdo 	deh ah KWER doh

	who 
	quién 	KEE EN








Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




When talking about twenties, thirties, etc., the Spanish numbers are the “tens” word (veinte, treinta, etc.)  plus the “ones” word (uno, dos, etc.) joined by y (and). In the twenties, these three words join together in a single word and y becomes i. For the thirties and up, the three words stay separate. See the list of numbers for more examples.









Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 








When you ask a question in Spanish, you need a regular question mark at the end of the question, as well as an upside-down question mark at the beginning. For example, the question “What?” is written ¿Cómo? And for exclamations, there’s an upside-down exclamation point to use at the beginning, like this: ¡Ay, caramba! (My goodness!) Grab a piece of paper and practice writing these new punctuation marks.

















	English  
	Spanish  
	Pronunciation

	what 
	qué 	KEH

	when 
	cuándo 	KWAN doh

	where 
	dónde 	DON deh

	why 
	por qué 	por KEH

	how 
	cómo 	KOH moh

	and 
	y 	ee

	or 
	o 	o










Now try practicing some of these essential Spanish words by answering the following questions. These are “yes or no” questions, so you can answer with either sí or no. Write your answers in the blank spaces.









	Does your family have a pet?
	___________________________
	Do you like the color blue?
	___________________________
	Do you like to read books?
	___________________________
	Have you ever been to the zoo?
	___________________________
	Do you enjoy playing sports?
	___________________________






Now that you know these essential words, try putting them into sentences. The following are very useful sentences to use when you need to ask questions or get more information.














	English
	Spanish
	Pronunciation





	I have a question. 
	Tengo una pregunta. 
	TEN goh OO nah preh GOON tah




	What does _____ mean? 
	¿Qué quiere decir _____ ?  
	keh KEE EH reh deh SEER 


	How do you say _____ in Spanish? 
	¿Cómo se dice _____ en español?
	KOH moh seh DEE seh _____ en es PAH neeol










If you need someone to repeat something or speak more slowly, you can try these useful phrases:











	English 
	Spanish



	What? 
	¿Cómo?




	I am sorry, I don't understand.
	Perdón, no comprendo.




	Repeat, please. 
	Puede repetir, por favor.




	Please, more slowly. 
	Más despacio, por favor.




	One more time, please. 
	Otra vez, por favor.









Nouns—Nombres 




A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. For example, here are some nouns in English:






• Person: mother, astronaut, Tommy, Mr. Smith 




• Place: home, space, Chicago, Ireland 




• Thing: book, suit, city, country 




• Idea: love, happiness, anger, faith 






In Spanish, nouns have what is called “gender,” which means that every noun is either masculine or feminine. When you are talking about people and animals, gender makes sense; some people and animals are masculine (boys, men, lions) and some are feminine (girls, women, lionesses). But for other words, gender can seem funny. For example, cheese is masculine (el queso) and milk is feminine (la leche). But the gender for these nouns is not meant to say cheese is like a boy and milk is like a girl; the gender is just part of the name of each word.




Now, here are some common nouns and their translations in Spanish. Pay attention to the words el and la that come before each Spanish noun.
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Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




You can tell if a word is masculine or feminine by the word that comes in front of it: un and el are used for masculine nouns, and una and la are used for feminine nouns. Also, most Spanish nouns that end in o are masculine, and most nouns that end in a are feminine. Just be careful, because this isn’t always the case!









[image: 9781593377168_0019_001]






¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




Here are some words that end in a but are masculine: el clima (climate), el día (day), el fantasma (ghost), el idioma (language), el mapa (map), el planeta (planet), el problema (problem), el sofá (sofa). There are fewer words that end in o but are feminine; for example, la mano (hand).















	English  

	Spanish  

	English  

	Spanish



	the father 

	el padre 
	the mother 

	la madre


	the boy 

	el chico 
	the girl 

	la chica


	the cheese 

	el queso 
	the milk 

	la leche


	the love 

	el amor 
	the happiness 

	la felicidad



El and la are called “definite articles” and are used when you want to talk about a specific noun. For example, “The book is on the table.” You are talking about a specific book and a specific table, so you use the definite articles: El libro está sobre la mesa.




Un and una are called “indefinite articles” and are used when you are not talking about a specific noun. For example, “Do you have a hat and a scarf?” You are asking whether the person has one of these, so you use the indefinite articles: ¿Tienes un sombrero y una bufanda?




Besides gender, Spanish nouns also have “number.” This is easier because it’s just like in English: nouns are either singular (just one) or plural (more than one). Spanish has special definite articles and indefinite articles for plural nouns. For example:










	English (singular)  

	Spanish (singular)



	the father 

	el padre


	a father 

	un padre


	the mother 

	la madre


	a mother 

	una madre






	 

	 







	English (plural)  

	Spanish (plural)





	the fathers 

	los padres



	some fathers 

	unos padres


	the mothers 

	las madres


	some mothers 

	unas madres







Verbs—Verbos 




A verb is an action word: It says what is happening or how something is. Here are some verbs you already know in English:






• to do 




• to go 




• to want 




• to listen to 




• to be 




• to play 




• to hope 






Verbs have many different forms, called “conjugations.” Verbs change depending on whether the action is in the present, past, or future, and they also change depending on who is doing the action or being a certain way. For example:






I am going to the store.




You eat a lot.




He walks every day.






The words I, you, he, she, we, and they are called “subject pronouns.” Here are Spanish subject pronouns with their pronunciations:










¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




There are four words for “you” in Spanish. There are different words for “you” when talking to a friend or to an adult: tú is used when you talk to a friend and usted (often abbreviated Ud.) is used when you talk to an adult. Then there are also plurals that are used in different countries. For example, you use vosotros when you are talking to more than one friend in Spain, and ustedes (abbreviated Uds.) when you are talking to more than one adult in Spain, or to a group of people, friends and adults alike, in Spanish-speaking countries besides Spain.


















	English  

	Spanish  

	Pronunciation



	I 

	yo 
	YOH



	you 

	tú 
	TOO



	you all 

	ustedes/vosotros 
	ooS TEH dehs/boh SOH tros



	you (formal) 

	usted 
	oo STED



	you (formal, plural) 

	ustedes 

	oo STED es



	he 

	él 
	EHL



	she 

	ella 
	EH ya



	we 

	nosotros 
	noh SOH tros



	they (masculine, mixed gender) 

	ellos 
	EH eeos



	they (feminine) 

	ellas 
	EH eeas








Hey
 You!




One kid is talking to an adult teacher, while the other is talking to a cousin the same age. Start at the dot under each word. Follow the maze to find out who is talking to whom!
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Conjugations are very important. In Spanish, the conjugation is different for every person doing the action, which means that you can actually leave out the subject pronoun, because the verb tells you who is doing the action. For example:












	English  

	Spanish 

	Spanish (without 
subject pronoun)



	I am going to the store. 
	Yo voy al mercado. 
	Voy al mercado.


	You are going to the store.
	Tú vas al mercado. 
	Vas al mercado.



	He is going to the store. 
	Él va al mercado. 
	Va al mercado.









Each time you learn a new verb, you have to learn how it is conjugated. But this is not as difficult as it sounds because  many verbs follow the same patterns for conjugation. All verbs end in -ar, -er, or -ir, and this ending determines how they will be conjugated. For example, hablar (to speak) is an -ar verb.













	English  

	Spanish



	I speak 

	yo hablo


	you speak 

	tú hablas


	he speaks 

	él habla





Some other common -ar verbs are amar (to love), ayudar (to help), lavar (to wash), and pagar (to pay).








Comer (to eat) is an -er verb.












	English 

	Spanish




	I eat 
	yo como




	you eat 
	tú comes




	he eats 
	él come









Here are a few more -er verbs: aprender (to learn), beber (to drink), deber (to have to), and leer (to read).




Abrir (to open) is an -ir verb, and -ir verbs are conjugated just like -er verbs.











	English  

	Spanish




	I open 

	yo abro



	you open 

	tú abres



	he opens 

	él abre









Some useful -ir verbs are: asistir (to attend), describir (to describe), escribir (to write), vivir (to live).




Some verbs are irregular, which means that they don’t follow these conjugation patterns. You’ll learn how to conjugate the most common irregular verbs later in this book.
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Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




To say “it” in Spanish, you have to know the gender of the word you are replacing. If the word is masculine, use él and if it’s feminine, use ella. For example, in the sentence “The book is red,” you can replace “the book” with “it”: “It is red.” In Spanish, The book is red is translated as El libro es rojo. To say “It is red,” you say, Él es rojo.  Here’s another example. In English:  “The table is pretty; it is pretty.” In Spanish: La mesa es bonita; ella es bonita.








¿Cómo?— 
Say What?







Spanish has two other sounds you need to know. First, ll is called “EL yay” and is pronounced like the y in “yes.” Some words that include ll are llamar (to call), la calle (street), and ella (she). And ch is pronounced like the ch in “cheese.” This is found in words like un cheque (check), mucho (a lot), and un muchacho (boy).








Pronunciation and Spelling—
 Pronunciación y ortografía 




Pronunciation means the way that you say a word. Spanish pronunciation is very easy. In fact, it’s easier than English pronunciation, because Spanish does not have lots of silent letters and all kinds of different sounds for each vowel. Spanish has one sound for each vowel:











	Vowel  

	Pronunciation



	A 

	“ah” like in “father”



	E 

	“eh” like in “bed”



	I 

	“ee” like in “meek”



	O 

	“oh” like in “go”



	U 

	“oo” like in “moon”




Most of the consonants are very easy too:












	Consonant  

	Pronunciation



	B and V 

	like the b in “boy”



	D 

	like the d in “do”



	F 

	like the f in “father”



	K and Q 

	like the k in “kite”



	L 

	like the l in “live”



	M 

	like the m in “mother”



	N 

	like the n in “no”



	P 

	like the p in “put”



	S and Z 

	like the s in “see”



	T 

	like the t in “take”



	W (rare in Spanish) 

	like the w in “water”



	Y 

	like the y in “yes”




The rest of the Spanish letters are different than the English ones, but with a little practice they are very easy too.












	Letter  

	Pronunciation



	H 

	always silent



	Ñ 

	like the ni in “onion”



	J 

	sound does not exist in English, but the closest sound is like the h in “hello”




	R 

	sound does not exist in English; this is called a “rolled r” because it's pronounced by letting your tongue roll against your teeth.




	C and G 
	When C is followed by A, O, U, or a consonant, it is pronounced like the c in “cat.” When C is followed by E or I, it is pronounced like the c in “cell.” When G 
is followed by A, O, U, or a consonant, it is pronounced like the g in “give.” When G is followed by E or I, it is pronounced like the Spanish J.



	X 

	Sometimes it is pronounced like the x in “tax.” Other times, it is pronounced like
the x in “exist.”








Pronunciation and spelling are much more closely related in Spanish than in English. The only Spanish letters that cause any real problems with spelling are H (because it’s silent) and B and V (because they sound the same). Other than those, what you hear is what you write. Compared to English, with silent letters at the beginning of words (like the K in “knife”), in the middle of words (like the G in “sign”), and at the end of words (like the B in “lamb”), Spanish pronunciation is a piece of cake!







Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 






The stress in a Spanish word is indicated by an accent mark. The accent means that you should put extra emphasis on that syllable. For example, the Spanish word for pencil is lápiz, which is pronounced LA pees. If there is no accent, word stress falls on the last letter of the word. If the word ends in a vowel, N, or S, the stress is on the second to last syllable: madre — MA dreh. If the word ends in anything else, stress is on the last syllable: calor — ka LOR.








Now that you’ve learned a little bit about pronunciation, it’s time to try speaking some Spanish aloud! Grab a parent or friend and ask if he or she would like to practice with you. Then take turns saying each of the following words aloud. Use the hints if you forget how to pronounce a letter.











	Spanish  

	English 

	Pronunciation Hint



	pollo 
	chicken 

	ll sounds like the English “y”


	verde 
	green 

	v sounds like “b”


	sueño 
	dream 

	ñ sounds like “ni” in “onion”


	queso 
	cheese 

	qu sounds like the “k” in “kite”


	joya 
	jewel 

	j sounds like the English “h”


	hora 
	hour 

	h is silent



Now that you’ve had practice saying these words aloud, try having a little conversation with your parent or friend. You can use some of these same words to create a silly conversation using both English and Spanish. Here’s an example:






Jane: Hi, Billy.




Billy: Hello.




Jane: Do you like pollo?




Billy: Yes! I especially like it with queso.




Jane: Me too. What’s your favorite color?




Billy: I really like verde.




Jane: Wow! That’s the color of the joya in my necklace.






Now use some of these words to write your own silly Spanish-and-English conversation:
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CHAPTER 2 
Being Polite 
Tener buenos modales 
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¿Cómo?— 
Say What?







Expressions like ¿Cómo estás? and ¿Qué tal? are good to use when you’re talking to a friend. But if you’re talking to an adult, you would need to use the formal version: ¿Cómo está usted? If you are talking to more than one adult, you would say, ¿Cómo están ustedes?
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Hi, how are you?—Hola, ¿cómo estás?






What’s the first thing you say when you greet a friend? Probably, “Hello,” right? In English, there are lots of ways to greet people. For example, you can say “Hi,” “Hey,” or “What’s up?” Just like English, Spanish has several different ways to greet people. Here are some common greetings:











	English  
	Spanish

	Hi, Hello 	Hola

	Good morning, Good day 
	Buenos días

	Good afternoon 
	Buenas tardes

	Good evening 
	Buenas noches








The Spanish language has all kinds of different ways to ask “how are you?” too.











	English 
	Spanish 


	How are you? 
	¿Cómo estás?



	How's it going? 
	¿Qué tal?



	What's new? 
	¿Qué hay de nuevo?



	 
	¿Qué hay de bueno?




	 
	¿Qué cuentas?




	 
	¿Qué es de tu vida?







If someone asks you how you are doing, you can answer with one of the following responses:













	English  
	Spanish

	I'm good 
	(Estoy) bien
	I'm great 
	(Estoy) muy bien
	Nothing (is new) 
	Nada
	No news 
	Sin novedad
	Nothing much 
	Nada de particular



Night and Day 




First collect all the dark letters and put them next to the sleepy niña (girl). Then collect all the white letters and put them next to the wide-awake niña. Use the letters to spell two common Spanish greetings as suggested by the pictures! Write the greetings on the lines provided.






Hint: Don’t forget to include the accent on one of the letters!
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Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




As mentioned in Chapter 1, using subject pronouns is usually optional. So, if someone asks you ¿Cómo estás? (How are you?), you can either respond with Estoy bien (I am well) or just Bien (well).













	English  
	Spanish



	And you? 
	¿Y tú?


	Same here 
	Igualmente


	Me too 
	Yo también




Now that you know some basic greetings and responses, why not try a short dialogue? Sit down with a parent or friend and make up a short Spanish conversation. Here’s a sample:






EVA: Hola.




JORGE: Buenas tardes.




EVA: ¿Qué tal?




JORGE: Bien. ¿Y tú?




EVA: Muy bien, gracias.






Now fill in the blank spaces with some of the phrases you’ve learned and create your own dialogue. When you’re finished, practice saying it out loud with your parent or friend.







	SPEAKER 1: 
	_____________________________________


	SPEAKER 2:
	_____________________________________


	SPEAKER 1:
	_____________________________________


	SPEAKER 2:
	_____________________________________









My name is...—Me llamo...




When you meet new people, one of the first things you always do is tell each other your names. Here are some common ways to introduce yourself or someone else and learn other people’s names in English and Spanish:











	English  
	Spanish



	What's your name? 
	¿Cómo te llamas? (informal)


	 
	¿Cómo se llama? (formal)



	Who are you? 
	¿Quién eres?


	My name is... 
	Me llamo...


	This is... 
	Éste es...


	His name is... 
	Él se llama...


	Her name is... 
	Ella se llama...


	It's nice to meet you. 
	Mucho gusto.






Now fill in the following sentence with your own name:







	Me llamo	 _____________________________




Names are different in all different parts of the world. Living in the United States, you might have some friends with names like Michael or Benjamin and Jennifer or Amy. In Spanish speaking countries, however, people have very different names. Here are some common boys’ and girls’ names you might encounter in a Spanish speaking country:














	Boys' Names
	 	 	 


	Alejandro 	Enrique 	José 	Nacho


	Antonio 	Jaime 	Juan 	Pablo


	Arturo 	Javier 	Julio 	Paco


	Carlos 	Jesús 	Luis 	Pedro


	Diego 	Jorge 	Miguel 	Pepe














	Girls' Names
	 	 	 


	Amalia 	Cristina 	Jessica 	Nuria


	Ana 	Elena 	Juanita 	Pilar


	Blanca 	Eva 	Lupe 	Rosa


	Camila 	Francisca 	María 	Sara


	Catalina 	Isabel 	Nadia 	Violeta




Diversión—Fun Stuff 




Choose a Spanish name to use when you’re practicing speaking Spanish. It doesn’t have to be one similar to your real name; in fact, sometimes it’s more fun to have a name that’s completely different! For example, if your real name is Lindsay, you might like to go by Rosa in your Spanish class or when you’re practicing Spanish at home.
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Hi, Llama!













	This niño (boy) wants to say a proper “Hi!” to this friendly llama. How does he do it?
	Fill in all the boxes with a dot in el centro (the center) to find out! 
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When you are talking to adults, you probably don’t call them by their first names, right? Instead, you use a title plus their last name. For example, you might call your teacher Mr. Smith. Well, it’s the same thing in Spanish:












	English
	Spanish
	Spanish abbreviation




	Mr. 
	Señor 	Sr.


	Mrs. 
	Señora 	Sra.


	Miss 
	Señorita 	Srta.


	Dr. 
	Doctor 	Dr.


	 
	Doctora 	Dra.


	Teacher 
	Profesor 	Prof.


	 
	Profesora 	Profa.




So, if your neighbor is named Mr. Grant, you would call him Señor Grant. If your Spanish teacher is named Mrs. Juárez, you would call her Profesora Juárez. It’s that easy!




Questions—Preguntas 




Just like in English, you can ask “yes or no” questions in Spanish by raising your voice at the end of any sentence. Try it with the following questions:











	English  
	Spanish



	Is Miguel ready? 
	¿Está listo Miguel?


	Are you thirsty? 
	¿Tienes sed?




Questions that don’t have a yes or no answer are a little different. They ask for information, like who, what, when, where, why, and how:




Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




If you were talking about a person, instead of to him or her, you would need to use the definite article (el or la) and not capitalize the title: La señora Vázquez no está aquí (Mrs. Vázquez isn’t here), El doctor Ortega vive en Madrid (Dr. Ortega lives in Madrid).







Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




When you ask a question and you’re pretty sure that the answer will be yes, you might add “right?” to the end of the sentence. You can also do this in Spanish by putting ¿no? or ¿verdad? at the end of the sentence. For example: Miguel is ready, right? Miguel está listo, ¿ver-dad? You’re thirsty, right? Tienes sed, ¿no?







¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




If someone speaks to you and you don’t hear him the first time, you may say, “What?” to ask him to repeat himself. In Spanish, you can use ¿qué? when you are asking a question with “what,” like ¿Qué haces? But when you just want to say “what?” because you didn’t hear what someone said, it’s more polite to say ¿cómo?














	English  
	Spanish



	who 
	quién


	what 
	qué


	when 
	cuándo


	where 
	dónde


	why 
	por qué


	how 
	cómo


	how much 
	cuánto




To ask “who?” feels or is a certain way, just use quién plus a verb:











	English  
	Spanish



	Who is ready? 
	¿Quién está listo?


	Who is thirsty? 
	¿Quién tiene sed?






Questions, Questions 




Follow the lines over and under to learn who is who, and what is what!
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To ask questions with the other words, use the question word plus the verb. If you want to include the subject pronoun (such as tú), put it after the verb:











	English  
	Spanish



	What are you doing? 
	¿Qué haces? ¿Qué haces tú?


	When are we eating? 

	¿Cuándo comemos? ¿Cuándo comemos nosotros?






	Where is Ana? 
	¿Dónde está Ana?




Please and Thank You—Por favor y gracias 




As you know, it’s always important to be polite. It’s just the same when you’re speaking Spanish, so don’t forget the magic words “please” and “thank you.”











	English
	Spanish


	please 
	por favor


	pretty please 
	porfis, por favorcito


	May I ... ? 
	¿Puedo ... ?


	I want 
	Quiero, Deseo


	I would like 
	Quisiera


	thank you 
	gracias


	thank you very much 
	muchas gracias


	Thank you so much! 
	¡Cuánto te lo agradezco!


	I thank you 
	Le doy gracias


	you're welcome 
	de nada


	don't mention it 
	no hay de qué




If you accidentally bump into someone or do something wrong, the polite thing to do is say you’re sorry, right? It’s the same in Spanish. The following are some words to use when you need to excuse yourself or apologize:




¿Cómo?— 
Say What?







When someone sneezes, the Spanish way to say “bless you!” is ¡Salud! or ¡Jesús! If a person sneezes more than once, Spanish speakers will sometimes say something after each sneeze. For example: for 1 sneeze it’s salud (health); for 2 sneezes it’s dinero (money) or salud y dinero; for 3 sneezes it’s amor (love) or salud y dinero y amor; for 4 sneezes it’s alergias (allergies). Try this out the next time someone in your family sneezes!
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¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




Perdón, dispense, and con permiso are used to be polite, like when you interrupt someone or need someone to move over so that you can get by. Perdóname and discúlpame are used when you have done something wrong and are asking for forgiveness, like if you broke something or made a mess.
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	English  
	Spanish



	pardon me 
	perdón, dispense


	excuse me 
	con permiso


	forgive me 
	perdóname, discúlpame


	I'm sorry 
	lo siento


	I'm very sorry 
	lo siento mucho








Goodbye—Adiós 




Just like there are several ways to greet people in Spanish, there are also various ways to say goodbye. Here are some common phrases to use when you part ways:











	English  
	Spanish



	Goodbye 
	Adiós


	Bye 
	Chao


	Bye-bye 
	Adiosito


	See you later 
	Hasta luego

	 
	Hasta pronto

	 
	Hasta la vista


	Catch you later! 
	¡Nos vemos!


	See you tomorrow 
	Hasta mañana


	See you next week 
	Hasta la semana próxima


	Have a nice day 
	Que tengas un buen día

	 
	Que pases un buen día


	Good night 
	Buenas noches






There are also some expressions that are only used for special kinds of goodbyes.




When someone is leaving on a trip, you can say ¡Buen viaje! (Have a good trip!)




If your friend is taking a test, competing, or doing something else difficult, you can say ¡Buena suerte! (good luck!) or ¡Que te vaya bien! (I hope it goes well!)




When saying goodbye to someone they don’t expect to see again for a long time, some Spanish speakers might say Vaya con Dios (Go with God).




Conversations—Conversaciones 




Now that you know all this new vocabulary, it’s time to practice with a friend! Here is a sample conversation to help you get started:











	Speaker  
	English  
	Spanish



	JAIME 
	Hello. 
	Hola.


	LUPE 
	Hello. What's 
your name? 
	Hola. ¿Cómo te 
llamas?


	JAIME 
	My name is Jaime,
 and you? 
	Me llamo Jaime, 
¿y tú?

 

	LUPE 
	My name is Lupe. 
	Me llamo Lupe.


	JAIME 
	It's nice to meet you. 
	Mucho gusto.


	LUPE 
	Same here. 
	Igualmente.


	JAIME 
	How are you? 
	¿Cómo estás?


	LUPE 
	Fine, and you? 
	Bien, ¿y tú?


	JAIME 
	Same here. 
	Igualmente.


	LUPE 
	Goodbye, Jaime. 
	Adiós, Jaime.


	JAIME 
	Goodbye. 
	Adiós.




Here’s another conversation. This one is between a boy named Miguel and his teacher, Mrs. López:




Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




¡Que te vaya bien! is what you would say to a friend. But if you are saying “good luck” to an adult, you would need to say ¡Que le vaya bien! And if you are wishing good luck to more than one person, you have to say ¡Que les vaya bien!
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Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




Did you notice the upside-down question marks in the conversation between Jaime and Lupe? They have to be in front of the question, not at the beginning of the line. For example, in the sentence Nada, ¿y tú?, “nada” is the answer to a question, and then the question “y tú” comes after it. So the upside-down question mark goes in front of y.





Diversión—Fun Stuff 




Now that you’ve read the sample conversations, make up your own! Use Spanish names and as much vocabulary as you can. For example, try one where your friend is leaving on a trip to Spain, and another where your brother or sister is taking a driving test.














	Speaker  
	English  
	Spanish



	MIGUEL 
	Good afternoon, Mrs. López.
	Buenas tardes, Señora López.



	SRA. LÓPEZ 
	Good afternoon, Miguel. 
	Buenas tardes, Miguel.



	MIGUEL 
	How are you? 
	¿Cómo está Ud.?



	SRA. LÓPEZ 
	Very good. Who is this?
	Muy bien. ¿Quién es ella? 



	MIGUEL 
	Pardon me, Mrs. López, this is my sister. Her name is Blanca.
	Perdón, Señora López, es mi hermana. Ella se llama Blanca.



	SRA. LÓPEZ 
	It's nice to meet you. 
	Mucho gusto.


	BLANCA 
	Good afternoon, Mrs. López. 
	Buenas tardes, Señora López.



	SRA. LÓPEZ 
	Goodbye, Miguel and Blanca.
	Adiós, Miguel y Blanca.



	MIGUEL 
	See you tomorrow. 
	Hasta mañana.








CHAPTER 3 
People—La gente 
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Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




Did you notice that for every one of these family members, the Spanish words for boys and girls are the same except that the boy word ends in o and the girl word ends in a? When you look at it like that, it’s like there are only half as many words to remember. If you know that a boy cousin is el primo, then it’s easy to remember that a girl cousin is la prima.







My Family—Mi familia 




Now it’s time to talk about family! Since you live with your family, you probably talk with them often and spend lots of time together. Perhaps your parents help you with your homework after school and take you to the park when the weather is nice. This chapter will teach you all you need to know to talk with your family in Spanish!




Every family is different. Some children live with their mother and father, while others only have one parent or live with a relative. The Spanish word for father is el padre, and the Spanish word for mother is la madre. Or you can call them Papá (dad) and Mamá (mom). Here are the Spanish words for other family members:











	English  
	Spanish



	grandfather 
	el abuelo


	grandmother 
	la abuela


	husband 
	el esposo


	wife 
	la esposa


	uncle 
	el tío


	aunt 
	la tía


	brother 
	el hermano


	sister 
	la hermana


	boy cousin 
	el primo


	girl cousin 
	la prima


	nephew 
	el sobrino


	niece 
	la sobrina


	son 
	el hijo


	daughter 
	la hija


	grandson 
	el nieto


	granddaughter 
	la nieta




Okay, it’s time to practice these new words and see if you can remember what they mean. In the following section you’ll be given a Spanish word for a family member. In the blank space, write the name of that person (or one of those people) in your family. So, for example, if you have a cousin named Michael, your response would look like this:











	el primo 	Michael





Now try some on your own. If there is no one in your family with one of these titles, then just leave the space blank.







	el tío	___________________________________


	la abuela	___________________________________


	la hermana	___________________________________


	el abuelo	___________________________________


	la prima	___________________________________


	el hermano	___________________________________


	la tía	___________________________________




When you’re talking about your family, there are a few other words you need to know. First is the verb tener, which means “to have.” Tengo means “I have” and tienes means “you have.” So you can ask your friend ¿Cuántos hermanos y hermanas tienes? (How many brothers and sisters do you have?) and your friend might answer Tengo dos hermanos y una hermana. Now, answer this question about yourself: ¿Cuántos hermanos y hermanas tienes? Don’t forget to write the numbers in Spanish!




Yo tengo ___________ hermanos y _____________ hermanas.






The other useful words are “my” and “your.” There are two words for each of those in Spanish. If you’re talking about just one family member, you would use mi (my) or tu (your): mi padre, mi madre (my father, my mother), tu padre, tu madre (your father, your mother). If you’re talking about more than one, you’ll use mis (my) or tus (your): mis hermanos, mis primos (my brothers, my cousins), tus hermanos, tus primos (your brothers, your cousins).




Now you can talk to and about your family in Spanish! See what you can remember and go practice your new words with a parent or friend.




Diversión—Fun Stuff 




Use all of your new Spanish vocabulary to make a family tree! To do this, start with yourself and branch out. Write your name and the word yo, which means “I” in Spanish. Then draw two lines branching out from you and write your parents’ names plus madre and padre. Keep going until you’ve included aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, and anyone else you can think of! Be sure to show your family tree to your family when you’re finished.







¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




The Spanish word for “people” is la gente. If you want to say “one person,” that would be una persona. And remember: The word persona is always feminine, whether that person is a man or a woman. So, for example, tu padre (your father) is una persona, too!







¿Cómo?— 
Say What?




You might have lots of friends, but you probably only have one best friend. In Spanish, a best friend is el mejor amigo or la mejor amiga. Here’s a question for you: ¿Cómo se llama tu mejor amigo? (What is your best friend’s name?) Remember from Chapter 2, to answer you can say Mi mejor amigo (or amiga) se llama .... (My best friend’s name is…) 





More People—Más gente 




Of course, there are lots more people in the world than just the ones in your family. Here are some other Spanish people words you should know:











	English  
	Spanish



	baby boy 
	un niño


	baby girl 
	una niña


	boy 
	un chico

	 
	un muchacho


	girl 
	una chica

	 
	una muchacha


	teenage boy 
	un joven


	teenage girl 
	una joven


	man 
	un hombre


	woman 
	una mujer


	boyfriend 
	un novio


	girlfriend 
	una novia




In English, there are a lot of words for people that are the same whether the person is a boy or a girl. But in Spanish, there are two slightly different words for most people. Here are some common people words in English and their Spanish translations:












	English  
	Spanish (male)
	Spanish (female)



	neighbor 
	un vecino 	una vecina


	teacher 
	un profesor 	una profesora


	student 
	un estudiante 	una estudiante


	friend 
	un amigo 	una amiga


	my best friend 
	mi mejor amigo 	mi mejor amiga


	enemy 
	un enemigo 	una enemiga


	driver 
	un conductor 	una conductora


	passenger 
	un pasajero 	una pasajera




Descriptions and Personality—
 Descripciones y personalidad 




Now that you know what to call all of the different people you know, you can describe them. To ask “What is he or she like?” you can say ¿Cómo es? or ¿Qué tal es? In English, you might say, “He is tall” or “She is young.” Here are some of these answers in Spanish:











	English  
	Spanish



	I am� 
	Yo soy�


	He is... 
	Él es...


	She is� 
	Ella es�


	tall 
	alto


	short 
	bajo


	fat 
	gordo




	thin 
	delgado


	young 
	joven


	old 
	viejo


	good-looking 
	guapo


	ugly 
	feo




For example, Él es bajo y delgado means “He is short and thin.” But what if you’re describing a girl? In this case, you might need to change the ending of the word from o to a. For example, a tall girl is alta, and a pretty girl is guapa. The only word in this list that this doesn’t work for is joven, which remains the same for a boy or a girl.




Now try describing yourself! For example:











	I am young. 
	Yo soy joven.





Fill in the blanks to complete a sentence describing yourself:




Yo soy _________________ y _________________.






In English, the adjective (the describing word) comes before the noun; but it’s the opposite in Spanish. When you speak Spanish, be sure to say the adjective after the noun.
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Gramática — 
Additional Grammar 




If you’re describing a girl, you would start with Ella es and then change the o at the end of the describing word to a: Ella es alta (she is tall), ella es guapa (she is pretty). If you’re describing yourself, you would say yo soy and then the describing word ending with o if you’re a boy and a if you’re a girl. For example, Yo soy bajo (I’m short, for a boy) or Yo soy guapa (I’m pretty, for a girl).
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So, for example, if a person has blue eyes, you would say she has ojos azules (eyes blue). To form a complete sentence, start with él tiene (he has) or ella tiene (she has), then ojos (eyes), then the color. Here are some examples:
















	English  
	Spanish



	He has blue eyes. 
	Él tiene ojos azules.


	She has green eyes. 
	Ella tiene ojos verdes.


	Juan has gray eyes. 
	Juan tiene ojos grises.


	Ana has brown eyes. 
	Ana tiene ojos castaños.




When you talk about someone’s hair, it’s just the same: él tiene or ella tiene, plus cabello or pelo (hair), and then the color or other description word. The words pelo and cabello both mean hair, so you can use whichever one you want. Here are some hair descriptions you can use:











	English  
	Spanish



	dark hair 
	cabello/pelo oscuro


	black hair 
	cabello/pelo negro


	brown hair 
	cabello/pelo castaño


	red hair 
	cabello/pelo rojo


	blond hair 
	cabello/pelo rubio


	straight hair 
	cabello/pelo liso


	curly hair 
	cabello/pelo rizado


	wavy hair 
	cabello/pelo ondulado


	short hair 
	cabello/pelo corto


	long hair 
	cabello/pelo largo






What type of hair do you have? Qué tipo de pelo tienes? Fill in your answer here:











	Yo tengo pelo	________________________________.





Two other words you might want to describe someone are pecas (freckles) and hoyuelos (dimples). For example:











	English  
	Spanish



	He has freckles. 
	Él tiene pecas.


	She has dimples. 
	Ella tiene hoyuelos.




Now you know how to describe what everyone looks like, but what about their personality? For these descriptions, you’ll use Él es or Ella es, plus the describing word. For the words that end in o, remember to change it to a for girls. If it doesn’t end in o, then it’s the same for boys and girls. Here are some adjectives you might use:











	English  
	Spanish



	affectionate 
	afectuoso


	boring 
	aburrido


	brave 
	valiente


	friendly 
	amistoso


	funny 
	divertido


	impatient 
	impaciente


	interesting 
	interesante


	kind 
	amable


	lazy 
	perezoso


	mean 
	mezquino


	nice 
	simpático



	outgoing 
	abierto


	patient 
	paciente


	playful 
	guasón


	serious 
	serio


	shy 
	tímido


	smart 
	inteligente


	snobbish 
	esnob


	strong 
	fuerte


	studious 
	estudioso


	stupid 
	estúpido


	weak 
	débil




Do you have an affectionate friend (un amigo afectuoso)? An interesting aunt (una tía interesante)? Fill in the following blanks to complete sentences describing yourself and your family members. For yourself, you’re going to use Yo soy again, which means I am. If you need to, refer back to the beginning of the chapter to review the Spanish words for different family members.
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Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




Remember that to ask how another person feels, you can just make a sentence with the tú form of the verb plus the adjective: ¿Estás triste? (Are you sad?) Or you can use a question word: ¿Por qué estás enojado? (Why are you angry?) To practice, try having a short conversation with someone in your family. Start by saying hello and asking how he or she feels in Spanish.





Yo soy _________________ y _________________.




Mi padre es _________________ y _________________.




Mi madre es _________________ y _________________.




Mi hermano es _________________ y _________________.




Mi hermana es _________________ y _________________.




Mi abuelo es _________________ y _________________.




Mi abuela es _________________ y _________________.




Mi tío es _________________ y _________________.




Mi tía es _________________ y _________________.




Mi primo es _________________ y _________________.




Mi prima es _________________ y _________________.




Feelings—Sentimientos 




So now you know how to describe what people look like and what kind of personality they have, but what about how they feel? People’s feelings change all the time, so you’ll need to learn some new vocabulary to keep up with them.




For most feelings, you’ll use the verb estar (to be). To say “I am” in Spanish, say yo estoy. To say “you are,” say tú eres. Now, just add one of the following feelings words and you’ve got yourself a sentence!











	English  
	Spanish



	angry 
	enojado


	annoyed 
	enfadado


	bored 
	aburrido


	depressed 
	deprimido


	dizzy 
	mareado


	embarrassed 
	avergonzado


	excited 
	entusiasmado


	happy 
	feliz, alegre


	jealous 
	celoso


	nervous 
	inquieto


	offended 
	ofendido


	sad 
	triste


	sick 
	enfermo


	tired 
	cansado




When you feel bored, you can say Estoy aburrido. When you feel happy, you can say Estoy feliz. These are emotional feelings, which means they describe how your mind feels. For physical feelings (the way your body feels) you can’t use estar; you need a different verb. This verb is tener (to have). In English, you say “I am hungry” or “I am cold,” but in Spanish what you literally have to say is Tengo hambre (I have hunger) and Tengo frío (I have cold.) This may seem a little strange because of the way you are used to using “to have” in English. Don’t worry; it just takes some getting used to.




To create a sentence using tener, start with yo tengo (I am) or tú tienes (you are). Then, add one of the following:











	English  
	Spanish



	hungry 
	hambre


	thirsty 
	sed


	hot 
	calor


	cold 
	frío




To tell someone that you’re hungry, you say, Tengo hambre. To ask someone if he or she is hot, just ask ¿Tienes calor? Easy, right? Remember: Practice makes perfect!






¡CUIDADO!




Mistake to Avoid 




Even though you should use estar with most emotional feeling words (like happy or sad) and tener with most physical feeling words (like hot or cold), some words don’t follow these rules. For example, to say “I am scared” (an emotional feeling), you would say Tengo miedo. 
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Diversión—Fun Stuff 




Here’s a great way to practice all the Spanish words for body parts: Draw a big picture of a person and label all of the different parts in Spanish. Don’t forget all the details, like teeth and fingers. Once you’ve learned these body part words, you can label them all!





Consejo 
IMPORTANT TIP 




Did you notice that you use the same word to say both “finger” and “toe” in Spanish? The word dedo literally translates as “digit,” which is another word you can use for finger and toe in English. If you need to be specific, you can say dedo del pie, so that the person you’re talking to knows you mean your toe and not your finger. Now that you know how to say finger and toe in Spanish, practice the numbers you learned in Chapter 1 and try counting them: Un dedo, dos dedos, tres dedos… How high can you count?





Parts of the Body—Partes del cuerpo 




Now it’s time to learn how to talk about parts of your body. From your head to your toes, it’s fun to describe all your parts in Spanish. Here are some good words to know:











	English  
	Spanish



	hair 
	el cabello, el pelo


	head 
	la cabeza


	face 
	la cara


	eye 
	el ojo


	nose 
	la nariz


	cheek 
	la mejilla


	mouth 
	la boca


	lip 
	el labio


	tooth 
	el diente


	ear 
	la oreja











	English  
	Spanish



	neck 
	el cuello


	chest 
	el pecho


	back 
	la espalda


	stomach 
	el estómago


	arm 
	el brazo


	shoulder 
	el hombro


	elbow 
	el codo


	wrist 
	la muñeca


	hand 
	la mano


	finger 
	el dedo


	fingernail, toenail 
	la uña


	thumb 
	el pulgar


	leg 
	la pierna


	knee 
	la rodilla


	ankle 
	el tobillo


	foot 
	el pie


	toe 
	el dedo
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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