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THE
EVERYTHING®
________Series________

Dear Reader, 

Danke schön! Thanks for choosing The Everything® German Phrase Book as your vehicle for learning or brushing up on your German. I think you’re going to find it easy to use and the perfect companion for your journey through the German-speaking world.

My long-held interest in German is no mystery. Some in my family came from Germany, so I had the advantage of hearing the language from childhood. When I began my formal study of German, I realized my interest in it was the fundamental part of my future profession, and I ended up in graduate school in Hamburg. That marvelous city became my second home and my base for adventures into other areas of Germany. After I became a teacher of German in the United States, I never lost the need to travel back to my second home and became acquainted with every region of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

My hope is that this book will help to guide you in discovering the wonderful things and friendly people that the German-speaking countries of Europe have to offer. You’re going to be surprised how many smiles you’ll earn when you approach a shopkeeper or passerby with one of your German phrases.

Have fun learning. Viel Spaß!
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The Top Ten German Phrases 
You Should Know 

1. Do you speak English? Sprechen Sie Englisch?  (SHPREHCH en zee ENG lish) 

2. Hello. Guten Tag. (GOO ten tuck) 

3. Goodbye. Auf Wiedersehen. (owf VEE duh zay en) 

4. My name is . . . Ich heiße . . . (eech HICE eh) 

5. Where is . . . ? Wo ist . . . ? (voe ist) 

6. How much does it cost? Wie viel kostet es? (vee feel KAWS tet ess) 

7. I have . . . Ich habe . . . (eech HAH beh) 

8. I don’t have any . . . Ich habe kein . . . (eech HAH beh kine) 

9. I need . . . Ich brauche . . . (eech BROWCH eh) 

10. I would like . . . Ich möchte . . . (eech MERCH teh) 




[image: 9781598697551_0012_001]



Introduction 






It’s never too late to learn a new language. But there is one prerequisite, which apparently you have, because you’re reading this book: You need interest in the subject! Only you know exactly why you’re interested in German. Perhaps a relative came from Germany years ago and you want to visit the site of your family’s origins. Or maybe you just want to travel for fun or business and be able to communicate with the natives. It doesn’t really matter what your reason is. What matters is that you have the interest, and that’s the initial key to success.

Being able to communicate in German will open doors for you that most non-German-speaking travelers never even know exist. You can experience the native culture because culture and language are interrelated. Knowing what the street signs and advertisements mean, being able to read the headlines of a newspaper, understanding what the butcher is recommending to the customer next to you—these are things that only a German-speaking traveler can do. And The Everything® German Phrase Book can provide you with the phrases and vocabulary that will give you the basic skills to do just that.

Naturally, just carrying this book around with you won’t do the trick. You have to study the phrases and practice them. And remember that language—whether German, English, Russian, or Japanese—is first and foremost a spoken entity. You have to speak. You have to practice your phrases out loud. Just thinking them or reading them to yourself won’t do. Languages are spoken.

German is used in other countries besides Germany. It is the official language of Austria, and it is a primary language of Switzerland and Liechtenstein. It certainly is no surprise that there are large German-speaking communities in the United States and Canada. Immigration from the German-speaking world in the last two centuries occurred on a large scale, so many North Americans speak or understand German. Since German is used in different regions, there are regional differences of pronunciation and vocabulary usage. For example, in English, someone in the south of the United States might say “skillet” while someone in the north might use the phrase “frying pan.” In some English-speaking regions, you say “I’ll wait for you.” In other regions, you say, “I’ll wait on you.” Variations like this also occur in the German language. However, there is a standard German language that is generally accepted in all German-speaking regions, and that is the language used in The Everything® German Phrase Book.

Recently, the experts on the German language revised the rules for German spelling. Don’t worry. That won’t cause you a problem, because German spelling is for the most part phonetic. What the experts did was standardize a few letter combinations that differed depending upon the region in which they were used and depending upon the generation of the person who used them. For example, the German letter ß is sometimes replaced by ss, because they have the same pronunciation. But some people preferred ß and others preferred ss. So now there’s a rule: If the vowel sound that precedes these letters is long, use ß. If it’s short, use ss. Therefore, the word weiß (vice [white]) is spelled with ß, because the vowel is long. The word dass (duss [that]) is spelled with ss, because the vowel is short. 

The three main sections of The Everything® German Phrase Book are the lessons, the phrases, and the appendices. Naturally, you should start with the lessons, which provide you with the basics of grammar and pronunciation as well as practical phrases. Chapter 1 introduces you to the German language and how it is both similar to and different from English. Chapter 2 provides you with the fundamentals of German grammar and structure. With a careful reading of these two chapters, you will have a basic understanding of German that will help to guide you through the other chapters.

Chapters 3 through 14 provide you with practical German phrases for a variety of situations. Each phrase is accompanied by its English equivalent translation (not all phrases can be translated word for word) and by the approximate English pronunciation of the German phrase. When there is no equivalent English pronunciation of a German sound, the English sound closest to it is provided. An explanation of this is found in Chapter 1.

There are two appendices at the end of the book: a German/English dictionary and an English/German dictionary. These will come in handy when you need the translation of a specific word.

The Everything® German Phrase Book is a handy vehicle for learning German. It not only provides you with the most important grammatical functions of the language and a simple guide to German pronunciation, it also offers practical phrases for travel, shopping, dining, and business. With that said, it’s time to begin.

Good luck! Viel Glück!
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Chapter 1 
Introduction
 to German 






German is one of the Germanic languages of Europe and a close relative to English. German and English are brother and sister languages that were separated by time and geography during the migrations of the Anglo-Saxons. This means you can find many similarities of vocabulary and structure in the two languages. That’s important: It makes learning German just a little bit easier. Some important facts about German will be introduced here, which will give you a basis for understanding the nature of the German language and what it will entail to learn to use it effectively.

Reading German 

Just like English, German uses the twenty-six-letter alphabet designed by the Romans. Although most of the letters are the same visually, some have a distinctly unique pronunciation in German. Learning the German sounds of the alphabet is not a difficult task and will allow you to read words with ease.

[image: Il_9781598697551_0003_002]Fact 

In addition to the letters that are identical in both German and English, there are four letters that occur in German that do not in English. Three require the addition of an umlaut over a vowel: ä, ö, and ü. The fourth letter is a special compound of s and z and looks like this in the modern language: ß.

Once you are familiar with the characteristics of German pronunciation, you will find that you can pronounce nearly all words upon seeing them for the first time, because German is, for the most part, a phonetic language. Any variances from standard pronunciation will be pointed out and explained. In the Pronunciation Key you will find examples of how to pronounce individual letters, letter combinations, and special letters. The comparable English pronunciation of the letters and letter combinations is only a guide. To be absolutely precise about pronunciation, ask a German-speaking friend to say the sounds for you. However, the key will provide you with a close facsimile of German that will be understood by any German speaker.

PRONOUNCIATION KEY 

	German 	English Representation Letter(s)	Comparable English Pronunciation
	A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	a.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“a” in father

	Ä.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	ay.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ai” in pain

	AA.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	a.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“a” in father

	AI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	i.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“i” in like

	AH.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	a.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“a” in father

	AU.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	ow.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ow” in how

	ÄU.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	oy.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“oy” in boy

	B.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	b.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“b” in baby

	C.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	ts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “ts” in its

	CH.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	h.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ch” in Scottish loch

	CK.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	k.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ck” in sick

	D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	d.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “d” in dad

	DT.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 	t.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“t” in tot

	E.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	ay.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ai” in pain

	EH.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	ay.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ai” in pain

	EI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 i.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“i” in like

	EU.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	oy.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“oy” in boy

	F.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	f.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“f” in fife

	G.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	g.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“g” in go

	H.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	h.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“h” in how

	I.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	ee.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ee” in sleep

	IE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	ee.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ee” in sleep

	J.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	y.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“y” in yolk

	K.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	k.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“k” in kick

	L.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	l.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“l” in lull

	M.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“m” in mom

	N.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	n.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“n” in nun

	O.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	o.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“o” in open

	OH.. . . . . . . . . . . .	o.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“o” in open

	OO.. . . . . . . . . . . .	o.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“o” in open

	Ö.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	er.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“e” in her

	P.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	p.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“p” in pup

	PF.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	pf.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“pf” in carp food

	PH.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	f.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “ph” in photo

	QU.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	kv.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“kv” in sick vet

	R.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 r. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“r” in red (guttural)

	ER.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	er.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“er” in father (British)

	S.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	z.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “z” in zoo

	S.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	s.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 (final) “s” in kiss 

	SS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	s.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ss” in kiss

	ß.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	s.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “ss” in kiss

	SCH.. . . . . . . . . . .	sh.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“sh” in shush

	T.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	t.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“t” in tot

	TSCH.. . . . . . . . . .	ch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ch” in church

	TZ.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	 ts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ts” in its

	U.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	oo.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“oo” in moon

	UH.. . . . . . . . . . . . .	oo.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“oo” in moon

	Ü.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	(ue). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	(“oo” while saying “ee”)

	V.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	f.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“f” in fife

	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	v.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “v” in very

	W.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .	v.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 “v” in very

	X.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	x.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“x” six

	Y.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	(ue). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	(“oo” while saying “ee”)

	Z.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 ts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	“ts” in its
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Certain consonants that end a word and sometimes a syllable become voiceless. When a consonant is voiced there is resonation in the throat (b, g, z, and so on). When it is voiceless, there is no resonation in the throat. The German voiced consonants are d, g, w, and z. Their voiceless counterparts are p, t, k, f, and s.

Vowels 

Pronouncing German vowels typically does not come easy to people who are used to speaking English. A few simple rules and some practice will make it easier.

Umlaut Vowels 

Only three vowels can add an umlaut: a, o, and u. The umlaut is a signal that the sound of the vowel has been altered. In the case of a (“a” in father), the vowel ä is pronounced similar to the German letter e (“ai” in pain). When o adds an umlaut, it signals a new sound that does not exist entirely in English. The vowel ö is much like the e in the English word her. In making this sound, omit the h and the r and retain the sound of the vowel e. When you add an umlaut to u, you have a sound that does not occur in English. The vowel sound ü can be produced by pursing the lips to say the English sound oo (as in moon) but simultaneously pronouncing the English sound ee (as in seen). 

Practice saying the following pairs of words.

	Bar                  
	Bär
	schon	 	schön
	fuhr	 	für

Note: Because there is no English equivalent of the sounds ö and ü, they will be represented in the chapters that follow by “er” and “ue” when the phonetic pronunciation is shown. In addition, the stressed syllable in a word will appear in capital letters: Vater (FAH tuh).

Short and Long Vowels 



The vowels can be pronounced as either “short” vowels or “long” vowels. Short vowels tend to precede a double consonant, and long vowels tend to precede a single consonant. Look at the following examples and their pronunciation.

	Short Vowels	Long Vowels
	Gasse (“a” in what)	Gas (“a” in father)
	fällen (“e” in get)	Käse (“ai” in pain)
	Kette (“e” in get)	geben (“ai” in pain)
	Ross (“o” in toss)	los (“o” in open)
	können (“er” short e in her)	schön (“er𔄢 long e in her)
	Butter (“oo” in look)	tun (“oo” in moon)
	müssen (“eu” short oo with e-sound)    	spülen (“eu” long oo with e-sound)

Consonants 

German uses pronunciations and consonant combinations that are unfamiliar to native English speakers.

The Consonant Combination Ch 

This consonant combination is often imitated by English speakers by the sounds k or sh. But it is really neither of those. To form the German ch, pronounce the sound k but open the throat slightly to permit a raspy rush of air to be exhaled. This requires considerable practice for English speakers—except for the Scottish, who have a similar sound in Scottish words such as loch, which means lake. 

Practice saying the following words.

ich 

ach 

hoch 

such 

The Letter R 

The German letter r is pronounced in two different ways, depending upon the geographical region. The German language is used not only in Germany, but also in Austria, Switzerland, and Liechtenstein. In some areas, particularly in the south, the sound r is a rolled r as heard in Italian or Russian. This sound is made by “flapping” a d on the palate of the mouth with the tongue.

The second r is often more difficult for English speakers. This sound is made at the back of the throat where the German ch sound is made. Pronounce the ch sound and hold the final aspiration (a raspy rush of exhaled air). The point where that sound is made is where the German r is made. Without moving the jaw, change the sound ch to r by saying “ra.” This can be done by slowly saying “ach ra.” To become proficient using this sound will require regular practice, but in time you will find that you are using both the ch and the German r comfortably.

Many German words end in er. This combination of letters is similar to the final er in an English word as it is pronounced in Britain, for example, “father” is pronounced more like fath-uh. This British er is similar to the German final er.

Practice saying the following words.

	rot	 	Ring
	dort	 	Karl
	Mutter	 	Bruder



The Letter Z 

English has the sound of the German z at the end of words or syllables, but in English it is most often written as ts or tz. In German the final z is pronounced in the same way. The German word for “felt” is Filz and is pronounced “filts.” This sound can also occur in the middle of a word, for example: heizen, pronounced “hytsen,” which means “to heat.” Unlike English, German also uses this sound to begin words. For example, Zelt is pronounced “tselt” and means “tent.” The combination tz also exists in German, but it is found only at the end of words or between syllables, for example: Fritz, a name, and blitzen, “to flash lightning.”

Practice saying the following words.

	Zeit	 	Zoo
	Harz	 	Hitze



The Letters Sp and St 



The letter combinations sp and st have a unique pronunciation, especially when they begin a word or syllable. They are pronounced as if they begin with sh. Therefore, Sport is pronounced as “shport.” Stein is pronounced as “shtine.”

Practice saying the following words.

	Spende	 	sprich
	Stil	 	Stadt



German Dialects 

Just like English, German has regional differences not only of pronunciation but also of vocabulary. In English, for example, whether you will say “corn on the cob” or “roasting ears” depends upon where you live. The same occurs in German vocabulary as well as in pronunciation. In the north of Germany near Hamburg, for example, it is common to hear the letter combinations sp and st pronounced differently from the rest of Germany: The sh sound is not used, therefore, Sport is pronounced “sport” and Stein is pronounced “stine.”

Contractions 

German contractions occur when combining a preposition and a definite article. However, an apostrophe is not used in contractions, for example, in das (in the) becomes ins, zu der (to the) becomes zur, and von dem (from the) becomes vom.

COMMON CONTRACTIONS 

	an das................. ans....................... at the, or to the
	an dem............... am........................ at the
	auf das................ aufs...................... on the
	in dem................. im......................... in the
	zu dem................ zum...................... to the
	bei dem............... beim..................... by the
	für das................. fürs....................... for the
	um das................ ums...................... around the



Apostrophes are used in German to show that a letter has been left out of a word. A common expression that illustrates this is wie geht’s, which asks “how are you?” In this expression the letter e has been dropped from the word es and replaced by an apostrophe.

Capitalization 

German and English differ somewhat in how they capitalize nouns and adjectives. In German, all nouns are capitalized whether they are proper or common. The adjectives of proper nouns are not capitalized unless they are in an official name or title. Let’s look at some examples:

	Common Noun	 	English
	Land	 	country

	Schwester	 	sister

	Haus	 	house


	Proper Noun	 	Adjective	 	English
	Amerika	 	amerikanisch	 	America/American

	Deutschland	 	deutsch	 	Germany/German

	England	 	englisch	 	England/English


Cognates 

Cognates are words that are identical in both German and English (and often in other languages). Sometimes they are identical except for a letter change that is characteristic of the language. For example, korrekt is the German version of correct and uses the letter k where in English a c is used. If the German used c, the word would be pronounced radically differently. Look at the following list of cognates and take note of the German words that have a change of a letter to conform to German pronunciation.

	Noun	 	Adjective
	Automobil	 	abstrakt
	Akzent	 	aktiv
	Artist	 	blind
	Baby	 	effektiv
	Chance	 	fair
	Diplomat	 	innovativ
	Elefant	 	historisch

	Hardware	 	kommunistisch
	Kapitalist	 	kritisch
	Konferenz	 	lyrisch
	Manager	 	mechanisch
	Name	 	national
	Optimist	 	negativ
	Party	 	offensiv
	Pessimist	 	politisch
	Pilot	 	positiv
	Präsident	 	relativ
	Problem	 	rhythmisch
	Professor	 	romantisch
	Restaurant	 	solid
	Service	 	sozialistisch
	Statistik	 	strikt
	System	 	total



Can you guess the English meaning of the following words?

	Familie	 	Gitarre
	Natur	 	perfekt
	attraktiv	 	nervös
	Kaffee	 	populär



Patterns of Cognates 

Certain cognates occur in groups that conform to patterns. Two large groups of such English words are nouns that end in –ion and –y. Another large category is a group of English adjectives that end in –ic or –ical. In German, the endings for these cognates are –ion, –ie, and –isch. 

	Nouns Ending in –ion	Nouns Ending  in –ie	Adjectives Ending in –isch 
	Position	 	Philosophie	 	philosophisch
	Situation	 	Psychologie	 	psychologisch
	Spekulation	 	Therapie	 	therapeutisch
	Tradition	 	Melodie	 	melodisch
	Aversion	 	Astronomie	 	astronomisch
	Dekoration	 	Harmonie	 	harmonisch	 
	Formation	 	Anatomie	 	anatomisch
	Information	 	Psychiatrie	 	psychiatrisch
	Inspektion	 	Kolonie	 	bibliographisch
	Koalition	 	Fotografie	 	fotografisch
	Konstitution	 	Epidemie	 	epidemisch
	Reservation	 	Biologie	 	biologisch
	Revolution	 	Geographie	 	geographisch
	Ventilation	 	Geologie	 	geologisch
	Vibration	 	Archäologie	 	archäologisch
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How do I know whether I’m pronouncing German words correctly?

By using this guide, you can pronounce German words in such a way that German speakers will understand you. To develop a good accent, you should take a class, purchase some audio tools, or work with a native speaker.

Words Common to German and English 

Since German and English are languages in the same Germanic group, they have many words in common. Some are almost identical and have an identical meaning in both languages. Others have a slight spelling difference, and still others are used for completely different meanings in the two languages and often are similar only in the smallest of degrees. Let’s look at some examples.

PEOPLE 

	German 	Comparable English 	Modern  English
	Bruder	 	brother	 
	brother

	Gärtner	 	gardener	 
	gardener

	Knabe	 	knave	 
	boy, lad

	Mann	 	man	 
	man, husband

	Mutter	 	mother	 
	mother

	Onkel	 	uncle	 
	uncle

	Schwester	 	sister	 
	sister

	Sohn	 	son	 
	son

	Tochter	 	daughter	 
	daughter

	Vater	 	father	 
	father


ANIMALS 

	German 	Comparable English 	Modern English 
	Affe	 	ape	 
	ape, monkey

	Frosch	 	frog	 
	frog

	Kalb	 	calf	 
	calf

	Kuh	 	cow	 
	cow

	Lamm	 	lamb	 
	lamb

	Maus	 	mouse	 
	mouse

	Schaf	 	sheep	 
	sheep

	Schwein	 	swine	 
	swine, pig

	Spinne	 	spinner	 
	spider

	Ratte	 	rat	 
	rat

	Tier	 	deer	 
	animal


COLORS 

	German		Modern English
	blau	 	blue

	braun	 	brown

	grau	 	gray

	grün	 	green

	rot	 	red

	weiß	 	white


MISCELL ANEOUS 

	German		Modern English
	alt	 	old

	Arm	 	arm

	beginn	 	begin

	bei	 	by

	Brot	 	bread

	Feld	 	field

	fett	 	fat

	Finger	 	finger

	frisch	 	fresh

	Fuß	 	foot

	Grab	 	grave

	gut	 	good

	halt	 	hold

	hart	 	hard

	Haus	 	house

	ist	 	is

	jung	 	young

	kalt	 	cold

	komm	 	come

	mach	 	make

	Milch	 	milk

	Mond	 	moon

	sing	 	sing

	Sonne	 	sun

	wann	 	when

	warm	 	warm

	Wetter	 	weather

	Wolle	 	wool
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Chapter 2 
German Grammar
 Basics 






This book provides ready-to-use lists of vocabulary and phrases for every situation. But still it’s important to know why you’re saying something in a specific way, so you can reuse a phrase in a new form that conforms to a new situation. This chapter is an introduction to the basics of German grammar. Grammatical structures will be explained and examples provided to illustrate how those structures function. When you finish these mini-lessons, you will have the the basic skills for saying things in German with accuracy.

Names and Nouns 

Just like English names, German names tend to refer to either males or females. As time goes by, some names are used less and less frequently because they are considered old-fashioned. At other times, new names become popular because they are the latest fad. But all in all, there are certain German names that are traditional and retain their popularity for long periods of time. Let’s look at some traditional male German names.

	Friedrich	 	Helmut
	Hermann	 	Johann
	Karl	 	Reinhardt
	Wolfgang	 

Here are some traditional names for females.

	Charlotte	 	Gretchen
	Helga	 	Ingrid
	Klara	 	Luise
	Marianne	 

Some names for men and women come from foreign sources and are often in fashion for just a short time. For example:

	Boris	       	Jens
	Sabine	 	Sonja



Surnames 

When using a person’s surname, you should precede it by the title Herr (Mr.) for a man and Frau (Mrs., Ms.) for a woman.

	Herr Schneider	 	Herr Braun
	Frau Benz	 	Frau Keller
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The title Fräulein (Miss) was used quite commonly in the past to refer to a single woman. But just as the women’s movement created cultural changes in the English-speaking world, so too did those changes occur in Germany. It is now taboo to use Fräulein. All women are addressed by Frau.

Professional titles are used much the same in German as in English. They do not usually identify the gender of the person addressed.

Professor Schmidt      Doktor Brenner 

When speaking to a professional, the titles Herr and Frau are used when the last name is omitted and the gender of the person is identified.

	Herr Professor	 	Frau Professor
	Frau Doktor	 	Herr Lehrer (teacher)



Nouns and Gender 

Nouns are words that represent a person, an object, or even an idea or concept. Boy, pencil, and education are examples of nouns. In English, the gender of a noun is masculine if it refers to males, feminine if it refers to females, and neuter if it refers to inanimate objects. German is somewhat different. Many nouns that refer to males and females are masculine and feminine respectively. But many other nouns that refer to inanimate objects are masculine or feminine, and still other nouns that refer to living people are neuter. For example, Mann (man) and Stuhl (chair) are masculine. Frau (woman) and Lampe (lamp) are feminine. Kind (child) and Haus (house) are neuter.

It is important to know the gender of nouns. Gender determines how articles and adjectives are used with those nouns. It is wise to try to memorize the gender of a noun as you learn it. However, if you make a mistake and use the wrong gender, German speakers will still understand you and it won’t be considered a major blunder.

It is often the form of a noun that determines its gender. Certain endings tend to signal a specific gender. For example, nouns that end in –el, –en, and –er tend to be masculine.

	Onkel.. . . . . . . . . . . .	uncle

	Mantel.. . . . . . . . . . .  	overcoat	

	Wagen.. . . . . . . . . . .  	car

	Brunnen.. . . . . . . . .  	well, fountain

	Lehrer.. . . . . . . . . . .  	teacher

	Keller.. . . . . . . . . . . .  	basement, cellar


Nouns that end in –ung, –heit, –keit, –in, and –ie are feminine.

	Zeitung.. . . . . . . . . . newspaper
	Gesundheit.. . . . . . health
	Einsamkeit.. . . . . . loneliness
	Lehrerin.. . . . . . . . . (female) teacher
	Industrie.. . . . . . . . . industry

Many that end in –e are also feminine.

	Lampe.. . . . . . . . . . . lamp
	Kreide.. . . . . . . . . . . chalk
	Küche.. . . . . . . . . . . kitchen
	Tante.. . . . . . . . . . . . aunt

Nouns that end in –chen and –lein are diminutives and are neuter.

	Mädchen.. . . . . . . . girl
	Vöglein.. . . . . . . . . . little bird



Sometimes a noun can have two genders. In such cases, the noun usually has two different meanings. For example, the masculine form of See means “lake.” When it’s feminine it means “sea.”

The Art of Articles 

There are two kinds of articles in German: definite articles and indefinite articles. Definite articles identify a specific  noun or group of nouns (the boy, the cars). Indefinite articles identify a noun or group of nouns in general (a boy, cars). German articles must agree with the noun in gender and number.

Definite Articles 

The German definite article has three basic forms in the singular and one basic form in the plural, all having the meaning “the”:

	der.. . . .masculine/singular.. . der Mann (the man)
	die.. . . . feminine/singular.. . . . die Frau (the woman)
	das. . . . neuter/singular.. . . . . . . das Kind (the child)
	die.. . . . plural. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . die Kinder (the children)
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Don’t confuse the singular feminine article die with the plural article die. When nouns become plural, their definite article is die, no matter what gender they were in the singular. The following singular nouns der Mann, die Lampe and das Haus become die Männer, die Lampen, and die Häuser in the plural.

Indefinite Articles 

The German indefinite articles correspond to the English articles “a” and “an” and are also used for the number “one.” There are two forms of the German indefinite article, and, like English, the indefinite form of the plural is a plural noun standing alone without any article.

	ein.. . . .	masculine/singular.. . . .	ein Mann (a man)
	 	neuter/singular.. . . . . . . . .	ein Kind (a child)
	eine.. . .	feminine/singular.. . . . . .	eine Frau (a woman)
	 	plural.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	Kinder (children)



The indefinite article is also used to enumerate one of something: Ich habe ein Buch und zwei Hefte. (I have one book and two notebooks.) When referring to someone’s profession with verbs like sein (to be) and werden (to become), unlike English, no article is required: Ich bin Professor. (I am a professor.)

Declensions 

When nouns are used as the subject of a sentence, they are said to be in the nominative case. The nominative definite and indefinite articles are those illustrated in the previous section. However, the articles sometimes change depending upon how a noun is used in a sentence. For example, if a masculine noun is used as a direct object in a sentence, it is in the accusative case and requires a change of the article: Ich kenne den Mann. (I know the man.) As direct objects, feminine, neuter, and plural articles require no changes.

Certain prepositions and other functions cause other changes. These changes are described as the dative case and the genitive case. These changes of the articles are called declensions. Let’s look at the declension of the definite articles.

		Masculine	 	Feminine
	nominative    	 
	der Garte      
	die Lampe
	accusative	 
	den Garten	 	die Lampe
	dative	 
	dem Garten	 	der Lampe
	genitive	 
	des Gartens	 	der Lampe
		Neuter	 	Plural
	nominative	 
	das Haus	 	die Lampen
	accusative	 
	das Haus	 	die Lampen
	dative	 
	dem Haus	 	den Lampen
	genitive	 
	des Hauses	 	der Lampen

The indefinite articles follow a similar pattern.

		Masculine	 	Feminine
	nominative	 
	ein Garten	 	eine Lampe
	accusative	 
	einen Garten	 	eine Lampe
	dative	 
	einem Garten	 	einer Lampe
	genitive	 
	eines Gartens	 	einer Lampe
		Neuter	 	Plural
	nominative	 
	ein Haus	 	Lampen
	accusative	 
	ein Haus	 	Lampen
	dative	 
	einem Haus	 	Lampen
	genitive	 
	eines Hauses	 	Lampen



Accusative Case 

Articles change to their accusative case form when the noun is a direct object. Ask “whom” or “what” of the verb in a sentence to identify the direct object. For example: “They kiss the girl.” Ask, “Whom do they kiss?” The answer is “the girl”—the direct object. In German, the noun that is the direct object must appear in the accusative case:

Masculine: Sie küssen den Mann. (They kiss the man.) 

Feminine: Sie küssen die Frau. (They kiss the woman.) 

Neuter: Sie küssen das Mädchen. (They kiss the girl.) 

Plural: Sie küssen die Frauen. (They kiss the women.) 

Some prepositions signal that the noun following them must be in the accusative case. These include durch (through) für (for), gegen (against), ohne (without), and um (around).

Masculine: Er arbeitet für den Mann. (He works for the man.)

Feminine: Er arbeitet für die Lehrerin. (He works for the teacher.)

Neuter: Er arbeitet für das Mädchen. (He works for the girl.)

Plural: Er arbeitet für die Schwestern. (He works for the sisters.)

Dative Case 

The dative case is used to identify the indirect object in a sentence. The indirect object is identified by asking “to whom” or “for whom” of the verb in the sentence. For example: “I give the girl red roses.” Ask, “To whom do I give red roses?” The answer is “the girl”—the indirect object. In German, the indirect object must be in the dative case:

Masculine: Ich gebe dem Mann rote Rosen. (I give the man red roses.)

Feminine: Ich gebe der Lehrerin rote Rosen. (I give the teacher red roses.)

Neuter: Ich gebe dem Mädchen rote Rosen. (I give the girl red roses.)

Plural: Ich gebe den Mädchen rote Rosen. (I give the girls red roses.)

Some prepositions are signals that the noun that follows them must be in the dative case. Some of these are aus (out [of]), bei (by, at), mit (with), nach (after), seit (since), von (from, of), and zu (to).

Masculine: Ich spreche mit dem Lehrer. (I speak with the teacher.)

Feminine: Ich spreche mit der Mutter. (I speak with the mother.)

Neuter: Ich spreche mit dem Kind. (I speak with the child.)

Plural: Ich spreche mit den Lehrerinnen. (I speak with the teachers.)

Genitive Case 

The genitive case is used to show possession. In English, this is achieved by an apostrophe plus the letter “s” or with the preposition “of” (the man’s book/the roar of the lion). In German, the genitive case replaces both forms of English possession.

Masculine: Wo ist das Buch des Mannes? (Where is the man’s book?)

Feminine: Wo ist das Buch der Lehrerin? (Where is the teacher’s book?)

Neuter: Wo ist das Buch des Kindes? (Where is the child’s book?)

Plural: Wo ist das Buch der Kinder? (Where is the children’s book?)

Some prepositions are signals that the nouns that follow them must be in the genitive case. Two of these are während (during) and wegen (because of). In a sentence, they are used like this:

Masculine: Wo warst du während des Winters? (Where were you during the winter?)

Feminine: Wo warst du während der Woche? (Where were you during the week?)

Neuter: Wegen des Gewitters bleibe ich zu Hause.  (Because of the storm I stay home.)

Plural: Wegen der Probleme bleibe ich zu Hause.  (Because of the problems I stay home.)

The indefinite articles function in the four cases in the same way as the definite articles. For example:

Sie küssen einen Mann. (They kiss a man.)

Wir arbeiten für eine Lehrerin. (We work for a teacher.)

Sie sprechen mit einem Kind. (They speak with a child.)

Das ist das Auto eines Lehrers. (That’s a teacher’s car.)

Although the use of German articles is quite different from English, you will discover with time and practice that these declensions will fall into place for you. Be patient. There is no need to absorb all these endings immediately, don’t be afraid to experiment with them. And if you use the wrong case, German speakers will still understand you.

Verbs Perform the Action for You 

A verb is the word that describes the action in a sentence. It can describe something that happens (I eat/we learn), movement to a place (he runs/she flies), or a state of being (they are sick/I become tired). German verbs have to be conjugated, meaning they require specific endings depending upon what subject is using them. This occurs in English, too, primarily in the present tense. For example, you say “I see” but “he sees.” The third person singular in English requires an –s ending on most verbs. The verb “to be” has an even more complicated conjugation: I am, you are, he is, we are, they are. In the other tenses, English verbs tend not to have conjugational endings. In the past tense, all the persons have the same form: I had/he had, we spoke/he spoke. But the verb “to be” is an exception: I was, you were, he was, we were, they were.

German also has conjugational endings, but unlike English, these endings are required for all persons and in all tenses. The basic form of a verb is the infinitive. English infinitives begin with particle word “to,” for example: to come, to sing, to have, to bring. In German, many infinitives end in –en, for example: kommen, singen, haben, bringen. Some infinitives end in –n: sein (to be), tun (to do).

In order to conjugate a German verb, you have to drop the infinitive ending (-n or –en) and add the appropriate endings. Those endings are determined by the number, person, voice, mood, and tense of the verb in a sentence. At first glance, you may feel that German conjugations are quite complicated, but you will discover that the conjugations follow very consistent patterns.

Number, Person, Subject Pronouns 

In order to conjugate verbs, you need to be acquainted with the subject pronouns. Number refers to singular or plural. Person is defined as first person, second person, and third person. Therefore, subject pronouns are described as first person singular (I) and plural (we), second person singular and plural (you), and third person singular (he, she, it) and plural (they). The German subject pronouns are:

		Singular	 	Plural
	1st person       	 
	ich (I)	         
	wir (we)
	2nd person	 
	du (you)	 	ihr (you) / Sie (you)
	3rd person	 
	er (he, it)	 	sie (they)
		sie (she, it)	 
		es (it)	 
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There are three words that mean “you” in German: du, ihr, and Sie. The pronoun du is singular and informal. Use it when speaking to children, family members, and friends. Its plural form is ihr. The pronoun Sie should be used when speaking on a formal basis to one person or to a group.

The verbs duzen and siezen are used when describing the kind of relationship you have with another person. Wir duzen einander. (Informal relationship: We say du to one another.) Wir siezen einander. (Formal relationship: We say Sie to one another.)

Replacing Nouns with Pronouns 

When you replace a noun with a subject pronoun, the pronoun must be of the same gender and number as the noun it replaces. But remember that even inanimate nouns can be masculine or feminine, and some animates can be neuter, especially when they are diminutives (das Mädchen, das Vöglein). Choose the pronoun that replaces a noun carefully; inanimate nouns are replaced by “it” in English, but not necessarily in German.

	Noun 	Pronoun Replacement	English Translation
	der Onkel (uncle)	 	er	 	he

	das Land (country)	 	es	 	it

	die Kinder (children)	 	sie	 	they

	die Häuser (houses)	 	sie	 	they

	der Stuhl (chair)	 	er	 	it

	die Tante (aunt)	 	sie	 	she

	die Kreide (chalk)	 	sie	 	it

	das Kind (child)	 	es	 	he / she


All plural nouns, whether animate or inanimate, are replaced by sie (they).

Wo ist der Stuhl? Wo ist er?

(Where is the chair? Where is it?)

Wo ist Tante Luise? Wo ist sie?

(Where is Aunt Luise? Where is she?)

Wo ist das Buch? Wo ist es?

(Where is the book? Where is it?)

Many English sentences begin with the word “it” when “it” is not the replacement of a specific noun. In that kind of usage, “it” is called an impersonal pronoun. The German pronoun es functions in the same way.

Es ist kalt. (It’s cold.)

Es wird spät. (It’s getting late.)

Endings Make the Difference 

The conjugation of German verbs is a bit more complicated than the conjugation of English verbs. You’ll notice that similar endings are used in all the conjugations. That’s helpful; it means you can apply the same endings to new verbs as they come along. Let’s look at the present tense of some frequently used verbs: kommen, singen, sein, and haben. 

kommen (to come) 

	ich komme  (I come)		wir kommen (we come)
	du kommst (you come)	 	ihr kommt (you come)
	er kommt (he comes)	 	Sie kommen (you come)	
	sie kommt (she comes)	 	sie kommen (they come)	
	es kommt (it comes)	 

singen (to sing) 

	ich singe (I sing)	 	wir singen (we sing)
	du singst (you sing)	 	ihr singt (you sing)
	er singt (he sings)	 	Sie singen (you sing)	
	sie  singt (she sings)	 	sie singen (they sing)
	es singt (it sings)	 

sein (to be) 

	ich bin (I am)	 	wir sind (we are)
	du bist (you are)	 	ihr seid (you are)
	er ist (he is)	 	Sie sind (you are)
	sie ist (she is)	 	sie sind (they are)
	es ist (it is)	 

haben (to have)

	ich habe (I have)	 	wir haben (we have)
	du hast (you have)	 	ihr habt (you have)
	er hat (he has)	 	Sie haben (you have)
	sie hat (she has)	 	sie haben (they have)
	es hat (it has)	 

There are three pronouns that are spelled alike. One is the third person singular pronoun sie that means “she” or “it.” Since it is singular, the verb that accompanies it will have a third person singular ending: Sie ist. Sie singt. (She is. She sings.) Another sie is the third person plural pronoun that means “they.” Since it is plural, the verb that accompanies it will have a third person plural ending: Sie sind. Sie singen. (They are. They sing.) The third Sie means formal “you” and is also used with a plural verb ending. It is distinguished from sie (they) by context. For example: Herr Braun, sind Sie krank? (Mr. Braun, are you sick?) Wo sind die Mädchen? Sind sie krank? (Where are the girls? Are they sick?) Another difference is that Sie (you) is always capitalized.

In Good Voice 

Voice in German refers to the active voice and the passive voice. The active voice describes an action that is performed by the subject of the sentence, often on a direct object: John kisses Mary. The passive voice places the subject in a passive position in the sentence and makes the direct object the subject: Mary is kissed by John. Although some argue that using the passive voice in English is poor style, it is a high-frequency structure in German.

Getting in the Mood 

Mood in German refers to the indicative mood, the imperative, and the subjunctive mood.

•  The indicative mood is the most common way of making a statement. Herr Braun ist krank. (Mr. Braun is sick.)

•  The imperative is a command. Sprechen Sie Deutsch! (Speak German.)

•  The subjunctive mood describes a conditional idea or one that shows a cause and an effect. Wenn er nur hier wäre. (If only he were here.) Wenn er hier wäre, würde ich mit ihm tanzen. (If he were here, I’d dance with him.)

Tenses 

The main tenses covered in this book are the present, past, and future tenses. They are formed much like English tenses. You have previously encountered some present tense examples with kommen, singen, sein, and haben.

The regular past tense in English ends in –ed. The German regular past tense ends in –te. For example: Ich fragte ihn. (I asked him.)

The German future tense is formed by the conjugation of werden plus an infinitive. For example: Die Kinder werden ihn fragen. (The children will ask him.)

Adjectives 

An adjective is a word that modifies a noun or a pronoun. Just like English, German has two ways of using an adjective. Many adjectives follow a linking verb like “to be” or “to become” and are called predicate adjectives. Frau Benz ist krank. (Mrs. Benz is sick.) Es wird kalt. (It’s getting cold.) Other adjectives can be placed before the noun. Wo ist der kranke Mann? (Where is the sick man?) Adjectives that are not predicate adjectives require endings. Adjectives of this type are:

• Possessive adjectives: mein, meine (my), dein, deine (singular informal your), sein, seine (his, its), ihr, ihre (her), unser, unsere (our), euer, eure (plural informal your), Ihr, Ihre (formal your), and ihr, ihre (their)

• Demonstrative adjectives: dieser, diese (this, these) and jener, jene (that, those) 

• Interrogative adjectives: welcher, welche (which) 

Der-words 

This category of adjectives is named der-words because the adjective functions like the definite article, meaning that the gender of the noun is identified in the der-word. Some of the der-words are dieser (this), jener  (that), and jeder (each). Note that jeder is only used in the singular. When these adjectives modify a noun, they show the gender or plural number of the noun by their ending.

Masculine: der Mann, dieser Mann, jener Mann, jeder Mann (the, this, that, each man) 

Feminine: die Frau, diese Frau, jene Frau, jede Frau (the, this, that, each woman) 

Neuter: das Haus, dieses Haus, jenes Haus, jedes Haus (the, this, that, each house) 

Plural: die Kinder, diese Kinder, jene Kinder (the, these, those children) 

Ein-words 

This category of adjectives is named ein-words because the adjective functions like the indefinite article, meaning that an ending is required only for the feminine and the plural. The ein-words are the possessive adjectives and kein (no, not any).

Masculine: ein Mann, dein Mann, ihr Mann, kein Mann (a, your, her, no husband)

Feminine: eine Frau, seine Frau, Ihre Frau, keine Frau (a, his, your, no wife) 

Neuter: ein Kind, mein Kind, unser Kind, kein Kind (a, my, our, no child) 

Plural: deine Kinder, eure Kinder, ihre Kinder, keine Kinder (your, your, her, no children) 

Adverbs 

Adverbs are used more simply than adjectives because there are no endings to consider. An adverb that describes time precedes an adverb that describes manner (by car, by bus, on foot). An adverb that describes manner precedes an adverb that describes place. Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.

Modified verb: Sie laufen schnell. (They run fast.)

Modified adjective: Mein Vater istsehr krank. (My father is very sick.)

Modified adverb:  Sie sprechen zu schnell. (You speak too fast.)

Know Your Pronouns 

You have encountered other pronouons besides subject pronouns in the nominative case. There are also accusative pronouns, dative pronouns, reflexive pronouns, and relative pronouns. The list may seem long, but all pronouns follow a simple and logical pattern.

Accusative Pronouns 

The accusative case is required when a noun is a direct object or when it follows an accusative preposition (durch, für, gegen, ohne, um). The same is true of pronouns: They can be used as direct objects or can follow an accusative preposition. The German accusative case pronouns are:

mich (me) 

dich (you [singular, informal]) 

ihn (him, it) 

sie (her, it) 

es (it) 

uns (us) 

euch (you [plural, informal]) 

Sie (you [singular/plural, formal]) 

sie (them) 

In a sentence, the direct object pronoun follows the verb.

Sie findet es. (She finds it.)

Er liebt uns. (He loves us.)

Ich kenne dich. (I know you.)

With prepositions, the pronouns appear like this:

Er arbeitet für euch. (He works for you.)

Sie kommt ohne ihn. (She comes without him.)

Dative Pronouns 

The dative case is required for indirect objects and following a dative preposition (aus, bei, mit, nach, seit, von, zu). In a sentence, the indirect object pronoun follows the verb. The German dative case pronouns are:

	mir (me)	 	dir (you [singular, informal])
	ihm (him, it)	 	ihr (her, it)
	ihm  (it)		uns (us)
	euch (you [plural, informal])		 
	Ihnen  (you [singular/plural, formal])		ihnen (them)



In a sentence, indirect object pronouns precede the direct object if it is a noun. Indirect object pronouns follow the direct object if it is a pronoun.

Ich gebe dir das Geld. (I give you the money.)

Ich gebe es dir. (I give it to you.)

With prepositions, the pronouns appear like this:

Helga spricht mit ihnen. (Helga speaks with them.)

Sie wohnen bei ihm. (They live with him [at his house].) 

Reflexive Pronouns 

German reflexive pronouns can be in either the accusative case or the dative case and resemble the accusative and dative pronouns closely. Only their function is different.

	Accusative	 	Dative	 	English
	mich	 	mir	 	myself

	dich	 	dir	 	yourself 



			(singular, informal)



	 
	sich	 	sich	 	himself, itself

	sich	 	sich	 	herself, itself

	sich	 	sich	 	itself

	uns	 	uns	 	ourselves

	euch	 	euch	 	yourselves 

			(plural, informal)
	 
	sich	 	sich	 	yourself, yourselves

			(singular/plural, formal)
	 
	sich	 	sich	 	themselves


The reflexive pronouns are used when the subject and the object in a sentence are the same person or thing.

Sie kauft ihm eine Jacke. (She buys him a jacket.)

Sie kauft sich eine Jacke. (She buys herself a jacket.)

Verbs that usually require a reflexive pronoun are called reflexive verbs. Some of the most common ones are:

	sich anziehen	 	to dress

	sich ausziehen	 	to undress

	sich duschen	 	to shower

	sich freuen	 	to be glad

	sich hinlegen	 	to lie down

	sich rasieren	 	to shave oneself

	sich setzen	 	to sit down

	sich waschen	 	to wash oneself


When a reflexive verb is conjugated, the appropriate reflexive pronoun must be used.

	ich setze mich	 	I sit down (I seat myself)

	du setzt dich	 	you sit down (you seat yourself)

	er setzt sich	 	he sits down (he seats himself)

	wir setzen uns	 	we sit down (we seat ourselves)

	Sie setzen sich	 	you sit down (you seat yourself/yourselves)

		

	ihr setzt  sich	 	you sit down (you seat yourselves)

	sie setzen sich	 
	they sit down(they seat themselves)


Relative Pronouns 

The German relative pronouns are der-words—the definite articles or welcher. Just like English relative pronouns, German relative pronouns link a relative clause to a main clause. This occurs when the same noun is in both clauses. Two sentences such as “He knows the man. The man bought my car.” become one sentence: “He knows the man who bought my car.” The English relative pronouns (who, whom, whose, that, which) can be replaced by either a definite article or welcher, which closely follow the der-word declensional pattern.

		Masculine	 	Feminine
	nominative	 
	der/welcher	 	die/welche
	accusative	 
	den/welchen	 	die/welche
	dative	 
	dem/welchem	 	der/welcher 
	genitive	 
	dessen	 	deren 

		Neuter	 	Plural
	nominative	 
	das/welches	 	die/welche 
	accusative	 
	das/welches	 	die/welche
	dative	 
	dem/welchem	 	denen/welchen 
	genitive	 
	dessen	 	deren 

The relative pronoun that replaces a noun must be the same number, gender, and case as the noun. For example:

Wo ist der Mann, der Deutsch spricht?

(Where is the man who speaks German?)

Wo ist die Frau, die Deutsch spricht?

(Where is the woman who speaks German?)

Wo ist das Mädchen, das Deutsch spricht?

(Where is the girl who speaks German?)

Wo sind die Kinder, die Deutsch sprechen?

(Where are the children who speak German?)

If the relative pronoun in the relative clause is used as the subject, it will be in the nominative case. As a direct object or after an accusative preposition, it will be in the accusative case. As an indirect object or after a dative preposition, it will be in the dative case. The genitive case is used to show possession, where in English the relative pronoun can be “whose” or “of which.”

Being Negative 

Negation in German is very much like English. It can be done in two ways: by inserting the negative adverb nicht (not) or by using the ein-word kein as a modifier. For example:

Sie wohnt nicht in Berlin. (She doesn’t live in Berlin.)

Er kommt nicht heute. (He’s not coming today.)

Es gibt keine Milch. (There is no milk.)

Ich habe kein Geld. (I don’t have any money.)

[image: Il_9781598697551_0003_002]Fact 

There are other negative adverbs like nicht. They, too, follow the verb in a sentence. Some examples are: niemals (never), noch nicht (not yet), and nicht mehr (no more). Two negatives are the pronouns niemand and nichts: Niemand wohnt hier. (No one lives here.) Ich verstehe nichts. (I don’t understand anything.)

Asking Questions 

Just like English, German has more than one way to ask a question. Sometimes just intoning your voice while you make a statement is a question. Other questions require a yes or no answer. Still others begin with an interrogative word. 

Yes or No Questions 

When asking a question that can be answered by either ja (yes) or nein (no), invert the subject and the verb to make a question.

Statement: Er kommt um acht Uhr.

(He’s coming at 8 o’clock.)

Question: Kommt er um acht Uhr?

(Is he coming at 8 o’clock?)

Statement: Deine Schwester singt gut.

(Your sister sings well.)

Question: Singt deine Schwester gut?

(Does your sister sing well?)

Using Interrogative Words 

Interrogative words ask questions about specific elements in a sentence: how, when, where, why, who, what.

COMMON INTERROGATIVE WORDS 

	wer	 	who

	was	 	what

	wann	 	when

	wo	 	where

	wie	 	how

	warum	 	why


A question that begins with an interrogative word requires the inversion of the subject and verb, just like in a yes-no question.

Statement: Du hast kein Geld.

(You don’t have any money.)

Question: Warum hast du kein Geld?

(Why don’t you have any money?)

Statement: Er findet eine Zeitung.

(He finds a newspaper.)

Question: Was findet er?

(What does he find?)

Statement: Sie kommen um acht Uhr.

(They’re coming at 8 o’clock.)

Question: Wann kommen sie?

(When are they coming?)





End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0134_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0218_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0148_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0206_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0012_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0264_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0118_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0244_001.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
               



OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0162_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0196_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0180_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0003_002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0004_001.jpg
A acams

e— T N





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
WERYTHING
GERMAN

BOOK

A quick refresher &
> forany situation &

Edward Swick, M.A.





OEBPS/images/1.jpg
Edward Swick,





OEBPS/images/9781598697551_0290_001.jpg
Perjekt! The only German phrase
book you’ll ever need!

acked with everything you need to know to understand
Pand be understood, The Everyting™ German Phrase Book
is the ideal companion for a trip to any German-speaking
region of the world. Featuring hundreds of commonly used
phrases, this thorough guide provides the words you need
for any situation. Learn the basics of German grammar and
pronunciation as well as common idioms and slang words.

Conveni

ntly organized by subject, this essential guide
includes informas

+ Ich m&chte ein Kaffe, bitte. The polite way to place
orders and make requests.

+ Wo ist die Bakerei? Asking for directions and finding
your way around.

« Ich bin krank. Telling a doctor what's wrong.

German-English and English-German dictionaries ensure that
yowll always be able to find the right words when you need
them. This pocket-sized phrase book is all you need to make
the most of your travels.

Edward Swick, M.A. has beea teachiag languages for more than
thirty years. He holds masters degrees in German, Russian,
and English, asd was a Fulbright scholar at the University of
Hambung. He in the author of several Germas, Russian, and
ESL textbooks and wrote The Everything” Learning German Book
He lives in Chicago, IL.

Hiustrations by Barry Littmann

5995 NS I099) reTe—
s 3-370- 1350051301
so000.733.2
I i A
mn med
667551 |||||| ||||| adamsmedia

ol781598!






