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Sadoshima
Mano

Minato

‘Tsukahara
Sawata
Echigo

Sado Island in the Sea of Japan

Main port city and provincial
headquarters on Sawata Bay

Village between Lake Kamo and the
northeast coast (modern Ryotsu)

Village near the southern mountains
Town on Sawata Bay

Northern province of Japan, known as
“snow country” (modern Niigata)
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Prince Okisada

‘Taira Takamune
Professor Sakamoto

Mutobe Toshikata
Mutobe Toshito

Shunsei

Yoshimine Taketsuna

Jisei

Haseo
Doctor Ogata
Lieutenant Wada

Superintendent
Yamada

Masako
Shijo Yutaka
Genzo
Ribata
Osawa

Kumo Sanetomo

Kita

Aka the “Second Prince;” oldest son
of the previous emperor. Exiled for
plotting the current emperor’s
overthrow

His former tutor and fellow exile

Retired professor of classics, writing a
history of Sado Island

Governor of Sadoshima
His son and assistant

Young Buddhist monk and the prince’s
lover

Newly arrived exile with a secret

Prisoner recently released from digging
“badger holes”

Taciturn prisoner with a scarred back
Alcoholic physician and coroner
‘The local police authority

In charge of the prison and the
“Valuables Office™

His daughter
Head of the provincial archives
One of his scribes

Nun with a past

‘Tax inspector in search of a wife

Local landowner and high constable of
Sadoshima

Kumo's mine foreman
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Sugawara Akitada
Tora

Seimei

Tamako

Minor government official, deputy
governor in Echigo

One of his retainers, presently lieutenant
of the provincial guard

His aged secretary

His wife, the mother of his baby son, Yori
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Takao

Haru
Doctor Nakatomi
‘Taimai (Turtle)
Oyoshi

Little Flower

Tkugoro

Landlady of the Minato inn and Osawa’s
friend

Owner of lake restaurant Bamboo Grove
‘The prince’s physician
Crippled porter

His sister, hostel keeper, and mother of
‘many children

Childiike prostitute

Wada's sergeant of constables





