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The chase is on. . . .

The Goog slowed down on the second-floor stairs. After he hobbled to the bottom, he finally stopped.

“Easy,” Harry whispered as we looked over the railing.

Harry and I crept down the last few steps. We were getting so close. Tiptoe . . . tiptoe . . .

Just as Harry reached out for his cat, The Goog leaped to the left, then ducked into the last room on the first-floor hall.

Harry and I stopped at the door.

We had never been inside this room before.

“We can’t go in there, Harry!” I said. “Kids are not allowed. It’s for teachers only!”

Harry looked me in the eye. “We have to. We have no choice. We have to rescue The Goog. Let’s go, Doug!”
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Dedicated with love to my beautiful  
daughter, Jennifer Kline DeAngelis.  
You are the world to me!

—Mom




The Goog
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My name is Doug, and I’m in third grade. I write about what happens in Room 3B. Usually my stories are about my best friend Harry, who likes to do horrible things.

I never thought I’d write about Harry’s cat.

He’s the reason Harry and I had our first adventure after school.

He’s the reason we ended up in places  at South School where we weren’t supposed to be!

I can’t wait to tell you all about it. But first, there are a few things you need to know about Harry’s cat.

He likes to do horrible things too.

His real name is Googer. Harry calls him The Goog, and, once in a while, Googie.

I think he looks scary. He has clumps of gray hair that stick together. Harry says that happens when cats get old and can’t groom themselves very well.

Harry thinks The Goog’s hairdo is cool.

I feel sorry for The Goog.

Last summer, he lost one eye and hurt his leg when he got caught in a Dumpster. The lid came right down on  him. He was lucky to escape alive!

I went with Harry to the animal hospital when The Goog was being operated on. I remember Harry made a “Get Well Googie” card in the waiting room. It had a lot of water spots on it because he was crying so much.
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The vet stitched up The Goog’s left eye, and he was fine afterwards. He just teetered when he walked or ran.

Harry and I tried walking around one day like The Goog. We wanted to know what it felt like. It was hard to see with one eye. We didn’t like it, so we just limped.

Harry takes good care of his cat.  He even brushes The Goog’s teeth. Googer has his own toothbrush. It’s right next to Harry’s in the bathroom. But that’s not the only thing that grosses me out.

When The Goog is licking himself, sometimes he swallows hair and then coughs it up. I hate hairballs, but they don’t bother Harry. He wipes them up off the rug, and looks at them closely. “Way to go, Goog!” he cheers.
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I have to say, though, I have learned a lot about cats from Harry. He knows The Goog has five toes on his front paws and four toes on his back paws. Harry told me cats can see six times better than people in the dark.

He also told me cats have nose-prints instead of fingerprints. Harry said that’s important for detectives to know. Harry thinks he’s a detective sometimes. He even carries a plastic magnifying glass and mini flashlight in his pocket.

Well, getting back to my story, I never thought The Goog would come to school. Usually he spends the day with Harry’s grandmother. She bakes things in her kitchen and sells them. The Goog likes the smell of food, and the kitchen is a warm place for him  during the winter. He also gets to lick the dirty dishes.

But today was different.

Harry’s grandmother came to South School, and The Goog followed her.




End of sample
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My Dear Reader,

This past year T got to visit scheols in
Alabawa, Corvecticut, Tllirois, Kentucky,
Mase, Massachusetts, Michgan, New
Jersey, New Hampshre, and New York.
At each ore, T asked the students the
same question: What place in your scheol
wodld you love to go o, but kave rever
been? Tt duidn’t watter which scheol or
state the students were from—they all
had the same answers

Yawll findk out wheh places those are
because Harry ard Doug end up in each ore
chasing Harrys cat

Keep loving books!

Dlpve,

gy K
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