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THE INVISIBLE INTRUDER

“Nancy Drew, forget the ghost hunt!” a male voice rasps on the telephone.

Despite the mysterious warning, the pretty teen-age detective and a group of friends start out on a ghost-hunting expedition to investigate five places reputed to be haunted. Danger strikes at once when Nancy tries to overtake the canoe that paddles itself on Lake Sevanee. Thrills and chills mount as the ghost hunters pursue a phantom horse and ghost rider racing across the field that surrounds the Red Barn Guesthouse. During these happenings and other weird events Nancy finds herself pitted against a dangerous adversary, clever enough to operate invisibly.

In a dramatic climax Nancy outwits her enemy in an eerie mansion and traps him in the fantastic Room of Skulls. This unusually intriguing story will delight all Carolyn Keene fans.

[image: 001]

“You are in my power and must help me!” the medium whispered
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CHAPTER I

The Haunted Canoe

“THIS is about the most exciting invitation I’ve ever had!” Nancy exclaimed.

Attractive, titian-haired Nancy waved a sheet of paper toward her lawyer father, handsome Carson Drew, who was seated in a chaise longue beside a high rose hedge in their back yard.

He smiled. “It must be very special,” he said. “Those lovely blue eyes of yours are fairly dancing.”

Nancy explained that the letter was from Helen Corning Archer, a close friend, who had been married a short time. Her husband Jim had read several articles about haunted houses and had recently heard rumors about ghost haunts some distance from River Heights.

“They thought it would be fun to organize a summer vacation group to prove or disprove the  stories. They have invited Bess, George, and me to join the ghost hunters.”

“Who else will be going?” asked Mr. Drew. “It seems to me that in a search like that there might be safety in numbers.”

Nancy smiled. “Well, Ned has been asked.”

It was Mr. Drew’s turn to grin. Ned Nickerson was a special friend of Nancy’s, and her father realized how pleased his daughter was to have Ned included.

“And how about Burt and Dave?”

“Yes, they’ve been invited also.”

Burt Eddleton and Dave Evans were special dates of Nancy’s closest girl friends, Bess Marvin and George Fayne.

Nancy went on to say that seven couples were included. “Is it okay with you, Dad?” she asked.

“Wait until I read the letter,” he teased. “Hm! Helen says none of them know how to solve a mystery and they want you to take charge. Well, under the circumstances I don’t see how you can refuse.”

“Oh, thank you, Dad.”

Nancy rushed to the telephone and called Helen. “Your invitation is really cool,” she said. “I’d love to go and I’m sure the others would too. I’ll phone them and find out. Helen, could we all meet here at my house this evening so you can tell us our itinerary?”

Helen said that she and Jim would be glad to  come and discuss the ghost hunt with Nancy and her friends. She explained that it was not necessary for the rest of the group to join them because they already knew the plans.

Before their arrival Nancy went upstairs to make a list of the clothes she would take.

“I wonder what Hannah would say about this expedition,” Nancy thought, smiling to herself.

Hannah Gruen was the kindly housekeeper who had lived with the Drews ever since the death of Nancy’s mother fifteen years ago. Mrs. Gruen at the moment was out of town visiting relatives.

Presently the telephone rang and Nancy answered it. A man’s voice said, “Nancy Drew? ... I am warning you—beware of the dead! Forget the ghost hunt!”

“Who is this?” Nancy asked, but the caller had hung up.

Nancy put down the phone and stared into space. So someone wanted to frighten her into staying home! “But who?” she wondered. “And why, and how did the caller know about our trip?” Then, recalling she had told her father the plans in the yard, she realized that there could have been an eavesdropper behind the rose hedge.

“Well, he’s not scaring me out of the ghost hunt,” Nancy said to herself. “This just makes it doubly interesting. And maybe doubly dangerous!” she thought. “I’ll have to watch my step.”

About eight o’clock the Archers arrived. Helen  was very pretty, and her tall, good-looking husband was full of fun. Within a few minutes Bess and Dave drove up.

Bess, slightly plump, blond, and pink-cheeked, was a good sport but inclined to be a bit timid. “Hi, everybody!” she said. “This trip sounds scary. Catching villains and turning them over to the police is one thing, but hunting for ghosts—that’s something else again.”

Helen looked surprised. “Do you want to back out? There’s still time.”

Dave answered for her. He was a blond, rangy boy with green eyes. He gave a hearty chuckle and said, “You know perfectly well Bess isn’t going to back out. She wouldn’t miss helping to solve a mystery for anything. And as a matter of fact, I wouldn’t either. But if Bess won’t go, that means I can’t.”

Bess made a face at him. “You people are all so serious. Can’t I have a little fun pretending to be scared?”

Before anyone could answer, George and Burt walked in. George was Bess’s cousin but very unlike her. She enjoyed her boy’s name, wore her hair short, and liked simple clothes. She was always ready to help Nancy solve a mystery. Burt particularly admired George’s adventuresome spirit.

He was a good athlete, and shorter and huskier than Dave and Ned. All three were on the football team at Emerson College.
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“Forget the ghost hunt!” a gruff voice warned

The last one to arrive was Ned Nickerson. “Greetings,” he said. “I’m sorry I’m late.” Turning to the Archers, he added, “Say, thanks for including me in the ghost hunt.”

Nancy felt that this tall, good-looking boy was just about everything a girl could wish for. He was wonderful company, lots of fun, yet serious and practical whenever the young detective enlisted his aid on a case.

Because the summer evening was warm, Nancy served lemonade. Then she said, “Now that you’re here, there’s something you ought to know.” She told about the warning telephone call.

Ned gave a low whistle. “Sounds as if we’re walking into trouble.”

“I knew it!” Bess exclaimed. “I just knew it!”

Burt grinned. “Anybody want to chicken out?”

There was a chorus of noes, which Bess joined a little late. Then Helen and Jim began to tell about the proposed ghost hunt.

“Our first stop,” Helen explained, “will be at Pine Grove Camp on Lake Sevanee. It’s a delightful small resort. I’m sure you’ll enjoy the boating and swimming.”

“And where or who is the ghost?” Ned asked.

Jim answered, “It’s not really an apparition. There’s a haunted canoe on the lake.”

“Haunted canoe!” George exclaimed. “How could a canoe be haunted?”

“You won’t believe this,” he replied, “but the canoe propels itself.”

Burt shook his head. “Sounds impossible to me. Something must make it go.”

“Spooks,” Helen replied. “Now I’ll tell you about the next place where there’s a mystery for us to solve. It’s at a medium’s prophecy hut. People say that during seances it always thunders.”

“You mean that there’s a thunderstorm?” Bess asked.

Helen and Jim shrugged. “No,” Helen answered. “The people inside hear thunder.”

Bess looked nervously from one to another. “I don’t like the sound of it,” she said finally.

Nancy, intrigued by the mysteries that lay ahead, had made no comment. Now she urged Helen and Jim to continue. “How many places are we going to visit?”

“Five in all,” Helen answered. “The third place is the Red Barn Guesthouse. Several persons have seen a phantom horse racing across a field at night, with a ghost rider running after it.”

Dave burst into laughter. “This I want to see. A ghost horse that dumped its rider!”

Everyone laughed but became serious a moment later when Jim said that the fourth stop was at a mountaintop inn. “It was once an old fort and the ghosts of prisoners are reported to be flitting around,” he announced.

George’s eyes sparkled. “This trip gets more interesting every minute. And now let’s hear about the final place. It’s probably a dilly.”

Helen explained that they would not be staying at the place because it was a private home. “The owner is a skull and shell collector. We couldn’t find out anything except that the house is set in a huge estate and night after night there’s an invisible intruder in the mansion.”

“An invisible intruder?” Burt asked.

Once more the two leaders of the ghost hunters shrugged. “We’ll have to track down that story,” Helen replied. “Well, do you all still want to go?”

“More than ever,” Nancy answered quickly. “If we accomplish all this, we’ll be solving five mysteries in one trip!”

“That’s right,” Helen said. “Can you be ready early Monday afternoon?”

All said they would be and it was decided that the six of them would use Nancy’s car.

Two days later the whole group met at the Archers’ house. Nancy and her friends were introduced to Bab and Don Hackett, Rita and Rod Rodriguez, and Ann and Bill Blanchard. Nancy liked all of them.

“Helen told us about your mysterious warning, Nancy,” said Bab. “You haven’t any idea who it could have been?”

“No.”

“Sounds kind of scary,” said Ann. “We’ll have to keep our eyes open.”

The ghost hunters reached Lake Sevanee late in the afternoon. It was such a hot day Ned suggested that he and Nancy, Bess, George, Burt, and Dave go swimming off the dock of Pine Grove Camp.

“We girls will meet you in a jiffy,” Nancy said. “Won’t even take time to unpack.”

She was assigned to a cabin with Bess and George. Ned, Burt, and Dave were in the next cabin, while Helen and Jim and the other couples were in their own cabins nearby.

A few minutes later the three couples were diving and swimming in the lake. Bess looked very happy. She declared that the water was perfect.

“I just can’t believe that this place is haunted,” she said. “It’s too nice a spot for ghosts.”

But a moment later she cried out in excitement, “I see it! Over there! The canoe! It’s paddling itself!”

The others gazed toward the middle of the lake. A long, sleek, aluminum canoe with a blue stripe along the gunwale was actually paddling itself across the water!

Nancy called, “Let’s swim out and overtake it!”

She made a long shallow dive and began swiming furiously underwater. Ned, George, and Burt followed.




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

 
	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	    		 
	   		 
	    		 
		
	



 
	 






OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_msr_cvt_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_011_r1.gif
Match Wits with Super Sleuth Nancy Drew!

Collect the Complete
pancyd Nancy Drew Mystery Stories®
by Carolyn Keene

#1: The Secrat of the OId Clock. 433 T Witch Tres Symbol
#2: The Hidden Staicase #34: Tho Hidden Window Mystery
#3: The Bungalon Mystery #35: Tho Haunted Showboat
4 The Mystery at Litac Inn #36: The Secret of the Goiden Paviion
#5: The Secretof Shadow Ranch ¥57: The Clue n the Old Stagecoach
#6: The Secrat of Red Gate Farm #38: The Nystery of the ire Dragon
#7:The Give inthe Diary 35: The Clue of the Dancing Puppst
#8: Nancy's Mystorious Lottor 440: The Moonsiano Castle Mystery
#9:Tho Sign of (o Twistod Candlos 441 Th Clue of he Whisting Bagpipes.
#10: Password to Lakspur Lane 842: The Phantom of ine Hil
#11: The Clus of the Broken Locket #43: The Mystery of the 99 Steps
#412: Tro Messsgo in the Holow Osk - #4a: Th Glue in the Crossword Cipher
#13: Tho Mystory of tho hory Cham 445 The Spidar Sapphir Mystery
#14: Tne Whispering Statue 462 The Invisibe ntruder
#15: The Haunted Bridge #47: The Mysterious Mannequin
#16: The Chs of the Tapping Hesls #48: The Crooked Banister
#17: Tho Mystery of he Brass-Bound  #49: Tne Secretof Miror Bay
Tunk 450: The Double Jint Mystory
#18: The Mystery o the Moss-Covered 51: Mystery of the Glowing Eye.
Mansion #52: The Secre of the Forgotten Gy
#19: The Guest of the Missing Map #53: Tho Sky Phaniom
#20: The Clue in the Jows Box 542 Tho Strange Mossage n the
#21: The Sacrat in the OId Attc: Parchment
#22: The Clue n he Grumbling Wl #55: Mystery of Crocodie Island
#23: The Mysteryof the Toling Bl #56: The Thirtoenth Poar
28 Tho Clue n the Oid Aloum 457: The Tile Hoax
#25 The Ghost of Blackwood Hall 258: The Fiying Saucer Mystery
#26: The Cluo of the Loaring Chimney  #59: The Secret In the O1d Lace.
#27: The Secret o the Wooden Lady  #60: The Greek Symbol Mystery
#26: The Clua of the Black Keys. #61: Tho Swamis Aing
#29: Mystory at the SK Jump 62: The Kachina Dol Mystery
#30: The Clue of the Veivt Mask #63: The Twin Diemma
#31: The Fingmaster's Secret #64: Captive Winess

#32: The Scarlat Stpper Mystory
Nancy Drew Back-to-Back
#1: The Secret of e OId Clock/s2: The Hidden Saicase

Celebrate over 70 years with the World's Best Detective'





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_009_r1.gif
If you like reading i\lancy Drew;
you'll love playing
ancy Drew PC mystery

0 quaint 190’ small ton
rice o s0lve  sniser
sty involving thft
-~ doception and double-Crossing
Dare o play Nancy Drow:
Secret ofthe O Clock!

Hurry—before time ...
s out! ¥

FOR MYSTERY FANS 10 10 ADULT






OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_010_r1.gif
Match Wits with The Hardy Boys®!

!!M'_ Collect the Complete
As%s° Hardy Boys Mystery Stories®
by Franklin W. Dixon

#1: The Tower Treasure #34: The Hooded Hawk Mystery

#2: The Housa on the Giff 35: The Cluo in the Embars

#3: The Secret of the OId Mil 436: The Sacret of Prates’ il

: The Missing Chums #37: The Ghost at Skeleton Rock
#5: Hunting for Hidden Gold #38: Tho Mystery at Devi's Paw

#6: The Shoro Road Mystary #39: The Mystery o the Chinese Juk
#7: The Secret of the Caves 240: Mystoy of tho Desert Giant

8: Tho Mystery of Cabin Isand 41: Tho Clue of the Screeching Owl
#6: The Great Arport Mystery #42: The Viking Symbol Mystery

#10; What Happened at Midnight 243: The Mystory o the Agtec Warrior
#11:Wrile the Clock Ticked 442 The Haunted Fort

#12: Footpints Undor the Window 2452 The Mystory o the Spiral Bidge.
#13: The Mark on the Door 2462 Tho Socrat Agont on Fight 101
#14: Tno Hidden Harbor Mystery 247: Mystey of the Whale Tattoo
#15: Tho Sinster Sgnpost 452 The Arcic Patrol Mystary

#16: AFigure in Hiding #45: The Bombay Boomerang

#17: Tre Secret Warning #50: Danger on Vampire Tral

#18: The Twisted Claw 51 The Masked Morkey

#19: The Disappearing Fioor #52: Tho Shattered Holmet

#20: Tne Mystery of the Fyng Express  #53: The Clue o the Hissing Serpent
#21: The Gile of the Brokan Blade #54: The Mystorious Caravan

#22: The Flckering Torch Mystery 455 The Wichmaster' Key

#23: Tre Mettod Coins #56: The Jungle Pyramic

#24: The Short-Viave Mystery #57: The Frebid Rocket

#25: The Secret Panel #58: The Sting of the Scorpion

#26: The Phantom Freigher #55: Night of the Werawalf

#27: The Secre of Skull Mountain 480 Mystery of the Samural Sword
26: The Sign of the Crooked Arow  #61: The Pentagon Spy

#29: The Secret ofthe Lost Tumnal #62: The Apeman's Socrot

#30: The Wailng Sen Mystery #63: The Mummy Case

#31: The Secret of Widcat Swamp. #64: Mystery of Smugglers Cove
432: The Crisscross Shadow #65; The Stone Idol

53: The Yollow Feather Mystery #66: The Vanisning Thieves.

“The Hardy Boys Back-to-Back
#1: The Tower Treasure/#2: The House on the CIff

Celebrate over 70 Years with the World's Greatest Super Sleuths!





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_msr_cvi_r1.jpg
NANCY DREW MYSTERY STORIES®

T he Invistble
Intruder

BY CAROLYN KEENE

GROSSET & DUNLAP
Publishers - New York
A memper of The Putnam & Grosset Group





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_004_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_007_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_001_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_002_r1.jpg
NANCY DREW MYSTERY STORIES®

The Invisible
Intruder

BY CAROLYN KEENE

GROSSET & DUNLAP
Publishers « New York
A member of The Putnam & Grosset Group





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_008_r1.gif
Eyea
mystery ...

ress NANCY
DREW.

All-new stories in this New York Times
bestselling series

Visit www.SimonSaysSleuth.com for a complel
Nancy Drew titles, activities, a screensaver, and more!






OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_003_r1.jpg
F__mmﬂﬁ/ m ]

I—

fy
| =

—{





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_006_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_msr_ppl_r1.jpg





OEBPS/keen_9781101077474_oeb_005_r1.jpg





