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Who Was
Annie Oakley?

“Aim at a high mark, and you’ll hit it.”

—Annie Oakley

Who was Annie Oakley?

Her real name was Phoebe Ann Moses, and she ignored rules all her life. In an age when ladies did not handle guns, she became a sharp-shooting legend. While most women stayed at home with their children, she traveled the world performing for enormous crowds, living happily in a big canvas tent. She was quiet, even shy, yet a brilliant performer.
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During her lifetime, 1860–1926, women were paid far less than men, but at her peak she earned as much as the President of the United States. She was one of the best-known women of her age, and the public loved her, yet she was never anything but modest and down-to-earth.

Her life story inspired books, movies, television shows, and Broadway musicals. Most important, it changed the image of American women forever.
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Chapter 1
Darke County

Phoebe Ann Moses was born on August 13, 1860, in Darke County, Ohio. Her birthplace—a rough settler’s cabin built by her father, Jacob—was near the tiny village of Woodland. It was also close enough to the woods for good hunting. Even as a tiny girl, Annie loved to go hunting with her father.
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Sadly, Jacob Moses died of pneumonia when Annie was five years old. He left her mother, Susan, with six young children to care for. Susan Moses was a hardworking country nurse. But her wages—$1.25 a week—were not nearly enough to feed and clothe the family. They were very poor.
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Annie and her brother and sisters helped out as best they could. They cared for the animals, did the laundry, worked in the garden, baked and cooked and sewed, and looked after the babies. “Somehow we managed to struggle along,” Annie said of those times.
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Annie always liked roaming in the woods. They were alive with squirrels, rabbits, chipmunks, turkeys, and pheasants. She began making traps—cornstalks stacked up and tied with string—to catch wild birds. Her father had taught her how to make them, and she was good at it.

Her traps put food on the table every day. “We served them toasted with dressing, fried, broiled, fricasseed, and in potpies, and sometimes they made a nourishing broth,” Annie wrote of the birds she caught.

As welcome as the food was, Susan Moses found Annie’s hunting troubling. She wanted her daughter to be a lady, not a hunter. Moreover, Susan was a Quaker. She believed in living without harming others. She had forbidden Annie to touch Jacob’s rifle, which hung over the fireplace.
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Annie had never shot a gun. But she had watched her father many times. One day when she was alone, she climbed on a chair and took down the rifle. She knew she was disobeying her mother. She also knew her brothers and sisters were nearly sick with hunger.

Somehow Annie managed to load and fire the big old rifle, and to hit a squirrel. When she brought it home, Susan Moses was pleased to have food for the family. But she was also disturbed by Annie’s growing interest in guns. They might be necessary for survival, but they were dangerous. Susan Moses did not like them.

Annie felt differently. “I guess the love of the gun must have been born in me,” she said. By the time she was ten, she was handling her father’s rifle with ease.
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TIMELINE OF ANNIE OAKLEY'S LIFE

-Annie (Phoebe Ann Moses) is born, August 13, in Ohio
-Annic’s father, Jacob Moses, dies

-Annic is sent to work at the Darke County Infirmary

-Annie recuens home for hee sistr Lydids wedding; she pays off
the mortgage on the house with her shooting

Annic meets Frank Budler

[CZZ— i and Frank are married
[CEE— Annic and Frank tour the Midwest as “Budler and Oakley”
LR —Anic and Frank join the circus

-Annic and Frank join Buffalo Bil’s Wild West show
“The Wild West show performs in New York

-Annie sails to England for Queen Victorias Golden Jubilee
-Annie rejoins the Wild West show and travels to Paris

Wild West show twain crash

Newspaper scories accuse Annie of drug use

Annie and Frank raise money for soldiers and perform
 toops

-Anic dies November 3, 18 days before Frank





OPS/images/104-1.jpg





OPS/images/28-1.jpg





OPS/images/62-1.jpg





OPS/images/85-1.jpg





OPS/images/81-1.jpg





OPS/images/100-1.jpg





OPS/images/24-1.jpg





OPS/images/20-1.jpg





OPS/images/43-1.jpg





OPS/images/66-1.jpg





OPS/images/89-1.jpg
s s et A PR
e Wt My !
o Y 1,‘.)‘\!5““'\

{
) 'y
“
A 74
i LA B T A
y “\‘Il W "'.Q\‘Q
()

i ™ dan n
RUITREE R A





OPS/images/38-2.jpg





OPS/images/19-1.jpg
4 turkeyshoot does not
involve real turkys,

THE MAIN GOAL IS TO SHOOT
ON OR CLOSE TO THE BULLSEYE ON A
PAPER TARGET. EACH CONTESTANT
SHOOTS FROM A
DISTANCE OF 58 FEET
IN ASERIES OF ROUNDS.
THE TARGETS ARE
THEN JUDGED AND
THE WINNER IS DETERMINED
BY WHO SHOOTS THE CLOSEST [
TO THE BULLSEYE.
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TiMELINE OF THE WORLD

Abraham Lincoln is elected president of the United States

End of the Civil War
President Lincoln is assassinated

P T. Barnum’s “Greatest Show on Earth” opens in New York-
Fire in Chicago

Alberc Einstein is born.

General Custer is defeated ac Lictle Big Horn:
Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone

Rutherford B. Hayes becomes president
The automaic machine gun is invented

Huckleberry Finn, by Mask Tiin, is published:
i 'ib'rx:ﬁmmllcrmnnxopem

Bicycles arc invenced:

‘The Statuc of Liberty arrives in New York
The first Coke is sold

‘The Eiffel Tower s completed in Paris
Vincent van Gogh paints “The Starry Night”

President Willam McKinley is assssinaced
“Teddy Roosevelt becomes president
"Wale Disney is born

The Wright brothers fly the first planc-
e B S S 4kt

Outbreak of World War I (1914)
erica joins the war (1917)
World War I ends (1918)

Harry Houdini dics:
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A
VICTORIOUS BATTLE'
AT LITTLE BIGHORN .

LT. COL.GEORGE A. CUSTER
DEFIANTLY LED HIS UNIT OF 215
MEN TOWARD THE MIDDLE OF
THE LARGEST INDIAN CAMP
IN THE SI0UX NATION, CUSTERS
UNIT WAS OUTNUMBERED ’
AND NOMATCH FOR THE
INDIANS LED BY CHIEF
CRAZY HORSE,

NO PRISONERS WERE TAKEN-
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