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Steven Saylor is best known as the author of the Roma sub Rosa series set in ancient Rome and featuring Gordianus the Finder. His work has been widely praised for its remarkable accuracy and vivid historical detail as well as for its passion, mystery and intrigue.

Steven divides his time between Berkeley, California, and Austin, Texas. His web address is www.stevensaylor.com.

 

Praise for the Roma sub Rosa series

‘How wonderful to have a scholar write about ancient Rome; how comforting to feel instant confidence in the historical accuracy of the novel.’

Sunday Times

‘Saylor has acquired the information of a historian but he enjoys the gifts of a born novelist.’

Boston Globe

‘Saylor evokes the ancient world more convincingly than any other writer of his generation.’

Sunday Times

‘Saylor’s scholarship is breathtaking and his writing enthrals.’

Ruth Rendell



 

 

THE ROMA SUB ROSA SERIES

Roman Blood

The House of the Vestals (short stories)

A Gladiator Dies Only Once (short stories)

Arms of Nemesis

Catilina’s Riddle

The Venus Throw

A Murder on the Appian Way

Rubicon

Last Seen in Massilia

A Mist of Prophecies

The Judgement of Caesar

The Triumph of Caesar
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In ancient myth, the Egyptian god Horus (whom the Romans called Harpocrates) came upon Venus engaged in one of her many love affairs. Cupid, her son, gave a rose to Horus as a bribe to keep him quiet; thus Horus became the god of silence, and the rose became the symbol of confidentiality. A rose hanging over a council table indicated that all present were sworn to secrecy. Sub Rosa (‘under the rose’) has come to mean ‘that which is carried out in secret’. Thus ‘Roma sub Rosa’: the secret history of Rome, as seen through the eyes of Gordianus.
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To those who taught me history,
beginning with Iva Cockrell,
and at the University of Texas at Austin,
Professors Oliver Radkey, M. Gwyn Morgan,
Richard Graham and R. David Armstrong


 

 

Men were eager to win office and even employed bribery and assassination to do so, but such was the state of affairs in the city that elections could not be held. With no one in charge, murders occurred practically every day.

Dio Cassius, Roman History, xl, 48

 

The Appian Way, which was made by Appius Claudius Caecus and honours his name, extends from Rome to Capua, a journey of five days. Its breadth is such that two wagons going in opposite directions can easily pass one another. This road is one of the noteworthy sights of the world, for the stones are so finely cut, levelled and fitted together, without mortar of any sort, that the unbroken surface appears to be not a work of man, but a wondrous phenomenon of nature.

Procopius, Gothic Wars, v, 14

 

‘Stop quoting laws to us. We carry swords.’

Plutarch, Life of Pompey, x, 2
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A NOTE ON NAMES
AND THE HOURS
OF THE ROMAN DAY
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For the names of certain historical figures in these pages, I have used familiar literary forms rather than the more authentic Latin. While their contemporaries never referred to Marcus Antonius as ‘Marc Antony,’ or to Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus as ‘Pompey the Great,’ these traditional versions carry such a magic that it seemed pedantic to resist them.

The ancient Romans did not number their hours as we do, in twelve-hour segments before and after midday, but rather beginning at daybreak, so that when a Roman spoke of the first hour of the day, he meant, quite literally, the first hour of daylight; and the first hour of the night was the first hour of darkness. The following table roughly approximates the equivalent hours of the day, as drawn from the historical sources and used in A Murder on the Appian Way:







	7 a.m.
	the first hour of the day



	8 a.m.
	the second hour of the day



	9 a.m.
	the third hour of the day



	10 a.m.
	the fourth hour of the day



	11 a.m.
	the fifth hour of the day



	noon
	the sixth hour of the day



	1 p.m.
	the seventh hour of the day



	2 p.m.
	the eighth hour of the day



	3 p.m.
	the ninth hour of the day



	4 p.m.
	the tenth hour of the day



	5 p.m.
	the eleventh hour of the day



	6 p.m.
	the twelfth hour of the day



	7 p.m.
	the first hour of the night



	8 p.m.
	the second hour of the night



	9 p.m.
	the third hour of the night



	10 p.m.
	the fourth hour of the night



	11 p.m.
	the fifth hour of the night



	midnight
	the sixth hour of the night



	1 a.m.
	the seventh hour of the night



	2 a.m.
	the eighth hour of the night



	3 a.m.
	the ninth hour of the night



	4 a.m.
	the tenth hour of the night



	5 a.m.
	the eleventh hour of the night



	6 a.m.
	the twelfth hour of the night
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