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AUTHOR’S NOTE



With the mild climate and nearly year-round sunshine in Denver, you can enjoy a walk in any season here. And, yes, some of the walks reach that exact 5,280 feet mark above sea level here in the Mile High City (and higher when you get into the foothills). Keep that elevation in mind when out for a walk—especially if you are not a local—and always have water, sunscreen, and a hat. Even on a seemingly flat city walk, the altitude can be a factor, so be sure to rest often and stay hydrated. It’s a good idea to wear layers when out for a walk too, as the day can start off chilly, then become hot quickly with the bright sun. Conversely, it can cool off fast when the sun goes down. 

I would never brag about my sense of direction, but at least I know that the mountains are always to the west and can orient myself. Let them prevent you too from getting turned around while walking Denver—and enjoy the view!
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Numbers on this locator map correspond to Walk numbers.
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INTRODUCTION



Denver is a compact city that is great for walking around, and it is also surrounded by some wonderful places worthy of walks that can feel like a little vacation.

This book was written with the idea that many of these walks can be combined—to possibly explore adjacent neighborhoods or to simply make for a longer walk on a beautiful day. The really ambitious pedestrian could connect the first 11 walks, or take one walk and then after a short light-rail train ride, take another walk too.

Although Denver has the 10th largest downtown in the country, that area is so compact that within a one-mile radius you can walk to a majority of the Mile High City’s historic, architectural, and cultural highlights.

Beyond the appeal of the city itself are some intriguing towns and places to walk about—each with a strong connection to Denver, such as a prolific architect, a city that was once the state capital, or a terrific view of Denver itself.

It’s not just that there is a lot to see and do in Denver for locals and tourists alike, but that those sites or towns are best enjoyed on foot when you can soak up the Colorado sunshine almost every day of the year, smell the pine trees, see the whimsical or historical public art, and stop in for a bite to eat along the way.
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1 CAPITOL HILL: POLITICS AND ARCHITECTURE ROLLED INTO ONE 




BOUNDARIES: Colorado State Capitol Building, 14th Ave., Pennsylvania St. Governors’ Park, Logan St., Colfax Ave. 

DISTANCE: 2¼ miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Metered on-street parking is available along Sherman St., which intersects State Capitol Building, and on Grant St. on the east side.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: Across the street from RTD free mall shuttle bus and bus station; Denver B-cycle (denverbcycle.com) has nearby bicycle rental stations at 13th Ave. and Pennsylvania St., 12th Ave. and Sherman St., and elsewhere.



Denver’s Capitol Hill neighborhood offers a peek into the city’s earliest years and how the boom and bust cycles affected even just a few blocks, as castle-like mansions went up and then fell into disrepair when apartment buildings were built next door. Once homesteaded land beyond the muddy streets of downtown, this little slope was soon recognized for its views of the mountains and remove from the noise and chaos of city life. In 1868, Henry C. Brown (owner of the Brown Palace Hotel) donated his acreage for the capitol building—only to take it back and put grazing livestock on it when the construction did not begin as soon as he had wanted it to. A lawsuit secured the land rights, and the grand structure was completed in 1908. Meanwhile, many of the city’s wealthiest citizens had mansions built in the vicinity, only to have to sell them after the Silver Crash of 1893. J. J. Brown, husband of the “Unsinkable” Molly Brown (no relation to Henry C. Brown), moved into the neighborhood in 1894. (He made his fortune in gold and copper.) The couple made their mark on Capitol Hill and Denver with their wealth and charity, and on this walk you’ll see their former home as well as other institutions they funded. Today the Capitol Hill neighborhood is a hybrid of architectural elements with Art Deco apartments, beautifully restored historic homes and churches made from stone and brick, high-rise buildings, and other curiosities. 



	•
	Begin this walk on the mile-high step of the west side of the Colorado State Capitol Building. Confused yet? You should be. There are no less than three mile-high markers on these steps, thanks to advances in technology for making accurate measurements and the shifting ground below. Pick your favorite step (I like the one carved with the words, “One Mile Above Sea Level”) and enjoy the view to the west looking out over statues, monuments, Civic Center Park, the historic Denver City and County Building, and, finally, the Rocky Mountains. Free weekday tours of the Capitol Building tell visitors about the Colorado materials used in the building’s construction as well as murals and stained glass portraits. Heartier walkers can even climb up inside the golden dome.



	



	•
	Facing west on the steps, turn left and exit the parking lot before crossing Sherman St. and cross 14th Ave.



	



	•
	Turn left again and cross Sherman St. to begin walking east up 14th Ave. The grand building to your right was the first home of the Colorado State Museum and was designed by architect Frank Edbrooke in 1915. It now serves as an annex for state offices. Also on your right is the First Baptist Church of Denver, whose congregation was founded in 1864 prior to the statehood of Colorado. The landmark historic building was constructed in 1936 and boasts a remarkable—and also historic—pipe organ.



	



	•
	Continue walking east up 14th Ave. crossing first Grant St., then Logan St., and then Pennsylvania St.



	



	•
	Immediately after crossing Pennsylvania St., take a right and walk south on Pennsylvania St. On your left is what started out as the St. Mary’s Academy Building in 1911—in part built here to be in proximity to one of the Catholic girls’ school benefactors, Molly Brown. After being used as offices for Woolworth’s and other entities, then converted to condominiums, the building is today a regional headquarters for the Salvation Army.



	



	
	Just up the street is the former home of Molly Brown herself at 1340 Pennsylvania St. Tours of the home are available (walk around to the carriage house in the rear to make a reservation) and recommended to learn more about the full life of this remarkable woman. Molly Brown spent much of her adult life traveling for long periods of time abroad and rented this house out, even to a sitting governor for one year.



	



	
	At the corner of 13th Ave. and Pennsylvania St. is the old Penn St. Garage, where Molly Brown once stored her own (electric!) car. This 1911 building was a working service garage until 1997 when it was converted to restaurants and lofts.



	



	•
	Turn left up 13th Ave. one block to Pearl St. and The Kirkland Museum of Fine & Decorative Arts is on your left. A small part of the museum was an art school until 1931, and then became the art studio of modernist painter Vance Kirkland until he died in 1981. While there have been many additions to the original 1911 structure, Kirkland’s studio remains intact as part of the museum, which opened in 1996 (note that children under the age of 13 are not permitted inside the museum).



	



	•
	Cross 13th Ave. and walk back down to Pennsylvania St. and cross the street.



	



	•
	Turn left to walk south on Pennsylvania St. If it’s a hot summer day, look forward to welcome shade for the next several blocks of the walk.



	



	•
	Just before crossing 12th Ave., you cannot miss the Capitol Hill Mansion Bed and Breakfast Inn on your right. Built in 1891 in the Queen Anne style, the mansion was a private home for many years and then turned into a hotel, private apartments, offices, a convalescent home, and finally was renovated in 1993 to become a luxurious bed and breakfast.



	



	•
	Cross 12th Ave. as you continue on Pennsylvania St. The stunning condominium complex on the right started out as two separate homes in the 1890s and were joined in 1930 to become a nursing home. Today these are privately owned condos.



	



	•
	Cross 11th Ave. and you can’t miss the French Renaissance chateau mansion on the right. Built in 1891, the castle—now used as a professional building—is rumored to be haunted with typewriters working by themselves, lights flickering, and other bizarre happenings over the years.



	



	•
	Cross 10th Ave., then 9th Ave., and then 8th Ave., walking past the No OUTLET sign (just for cars). On your right is the Governor’s Residence at Boettcher Mansion, which was built by the Cheesman family in 1908 and then sold to businessman Claude K. Boettcher in 1923. The Boettcher family filled the already-grand house with furnishings and artwork from their international travels and remodeled some rooms before donating the home to the state. It is open for free tours on select days each year. (Not every governor chooses to live in the mansion; Governor Bill Owens never moved his family there during his two terms from 1999 to 2007, and current governor, John Hickenlooper, is not moving into the mansion.)



	



	•
	Walk to the end of this very short block and you will see the Grant-Humphreys Mansion on the left. James B. Grant was the third governor of Colorado and had the 30-room mansion built in 1902. Albert E. Humphreys, a successful entrepreneur, bought it in 1911 from Grant’s widow. Today it is used for private functions such as weddings.



	



	•
	Follow the sidewalk south as it becomes a path into Governors’ Park. As you wind down the path, pause on the hilltop to get a glimpse of the mountains to the south. This gives you a sense of how grand the views are from the Governor’s Mansion’s Palm Room.



	



	•
	Turn right at the bottom of the second staircase and follow the path until it joins with the sidewalk and continue right. One of Denver’s premier restaurateurs, Frank Bonanno, has two places to choose from for dinner only just a block away: Luca d’Italia and Mizuna. Walk north on Logan St. with the Governor’s Mansion on your right.



	



	•
	Cross 8th Ave. and keep walking north on Logan St. Cross 9th Ave., and on your left is the back of the Colburn Hotel and Apartments with Charlie Brown’s Bar & Grill on the ground floor. The Colburn was made semifamous when Jack Kerouac and Neal Cassady hung out there in 1947, when Cassady’s future wife lived there. Before that time, architect J. J. B. Benedict (see Walk 24) had lived at the Colburn after leaving Littleton. Stop in at Charlie Brown’s for a drink and enjoy the live piano music in this neighborhood bar.



	



	•
	Cross 10th Ave. On your right at 1030 Logan St. will be a rare Spanish Colonial Revival mansion, which was built in 1896.



	



	•
	Cross 11th Ave. and then 12th Ave. On your right is quite a surprise amidst the stone mansions and high-rise apartment buildings of this neighborhood—a wood-frame cottage built in 1886. It is rare to find wood-frame houses of this vintage since building codes in the 1880s required brick only after several large fires damaged many structures in town.



	



	•
	Cross 13th Ave. It’s hard to miss the Denver Woman’s Press Club on the left, where the tiny brick building built in 1910 sits alone between giant asphalt parking lots on either side. Molly Brown was an early member of the club—one of the wealthy patrons brought on to attract new members. On your right you will notice the Starkey International Institute for Household Management, which is a school for maids and butlers—just like the ones that perhaps once worked in this home when it was owned by a prominent social couple in the early 1900s.



	



	•
	Cross 14th Ave. and walk one block to Colfax Ave. You will see the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception directly across the street. Once again, J. J. and Molly Brown figure in to the story: the Catholic couple joined with other investors to purchase the land for this cathedral in 1902. The building was completed in 1912. Pope John Paul II read mass here for World Youth Day in 1993.



	



	•
	Turn left and cross 14th Ave. as you walk west on Colfax Ave. On the east side of the State Capitol Building you can see the public art statue The Closing of an Era, which depicts a Native American man standing by a slain bison.



	



	•
	Cross Grant St. and continue down Colfax Ave. to cross Sherman St. Immediately after crossing Sherman St., take the smaller sidewalk that veers left as a path under the crab apple trees.



	



	•
	The path leads to the Civil War Monument where this tour ends. Don’t worry about those Civil War–era cannons on either side—they were capped after the 21-gun salute ended with someone’s clothes catching on fire during a 1935 Colorado Day celebration.





BACK STORY: UNSINKABLE AND UNFORGETTABLE MOLLY BROWN

The Unsinkable Molly Brown, as she is best known for surviving the sinking of The Titanic in 1912, first came to this house on Pennsylvania St. when the owners lost their fortune in the Silver Crash of 1893. Her husband, J. J. Brown, made his fortune in gold and copper mines in Leadville, Colorado, and they enjoyed many years of prosperity together. Even after the couple separated, Molly Brown kept the house and would rent it out when she traveled. But the hard times of the Depression forced her to turn it into a boardinghouse. The house was sold after her death in 1932 and turned into 12 separate living spaces. By the 1970s, the neighborhood had drastically declined and the house with it, so it was likely next up for the bulldozer as urban renewal enthusiasts came through. The home’s owner appealed to Ann Love, wife of then-governor John Love, and she rallied supporters to create Historic Denver and saved the house of the famous Molly Brown. The fledgling nonprofit was able to restore the home to its more glamorous heyday.

Today the work of Historic Denver is seen throughout this neighborhood and many others. Their series of architectural guides offer greater detail on many of the homes and buildings given historic designation. And, of course, these guidebooks are sold at the Molly Brown House Museum.
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The Molly Brown House Museum offers tours inside.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Colorado State Capitol Building 200 Colfax Ave., 303-866-2604, colorado.gov

Kirkland Museum of Fine & Decorative Arts 1311 Pearl St., 303-832-8576, kirklandmuseum.org

The Molly Brown House Museum 1340 Pennsylvania St., 303-832-4092, mollybrown.org

Capitol Hill Mansion Bed and Breakfast Inn 1207 Pennsylvania St., 800-839-9329, capitolhillmansion.com

Governor’s Mansion at Boettcher Residence 400 E. 8th Ave., 303-866-5344, colorado.gov/governor/residence

Grant-Humphreys Mansion 770 Pennsylvania St., 303-894-2505

Luca d’Italia 711 Grant St., 303-832-6600, lucadenver.com

Mizuna 225 E. 7th Ave., 303-832-4778, mizunadenver.com

Charlie Brown’s Bar & Grill 980 Grant St., 303-860-1655

Denver Woman’s Press Club 1325 Logan St., 303-839-1519, denverwomanspressclub.org

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception 1530 Logan St., 303-831-7010, denvercathedral.org

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start on the west steps of the Colorado State Capitol Building between Colfax Ave. and 14th Ave. intersected by Sherman St.



	



	2.
	 
	Go left down the steps and walk to 14th Ave.



	



	3.
	 
	Cross 14th Ave. and walk east to Pennsylvania St.



	



	4.
	 
	Cross Pennsylvania St. and turn right.



	



	5.
	 
	At 13th Ave. walk one block east to Pearl St.



	



	6.
	 
	Cross 13th Ave. and walk one block west back to Pennsylvania St.



	



	7.
	 
	Cross Pennsylvania St. and turn left. 



	



	8.
	 
	Walk south on Pennsylvania St., crossing 12th Ave., 11th Ave., 10th Ave., 9th Ave., and 8th Ave.



	



	9.
	 
	One-half block after crossing 8th Ave., follow a winding path through Governors’ Park and around the rear of the Governor’s Residence at Boettcher. 



	



	10.
	 
	Exiting the park, go right and uphill on Logan St.



	



	11.
	 
	Continue walking north on Logan St. to cross, again, in reverse, 8th Ave., 9th Ave., 10th Ave., 11th Ave., 12th Ave., 13th Ave., and 14th Ave.



	



	12.
	 
	Go left at Colfax Ave. and cross Logan St., walking west on Colfax Ave.



	



	13.
	 
	Cross Grant St. and continue on Colfax Ave. past Sherman St.



	



	14.
	 
	Just past Sherman St., veer left as the sidewalk turns into a path.



	



	15.
	 
	End walk at Civil War Monument on west side of the Colorado State Capitol Building.
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The Colorado State Capitol Building
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2 CIVIC CENTER PARK AND GOLDEN TRIANGLE: TRIFECTA OF ART, POLITICS, AND MONEY




BOUNDARIES: Colfax Ave., Broadway, 11th Ave., Cherokee St.

DISTANCE: 1½ miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Metered parking is along many streets on this route.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: One block from RTD bus station at 16th and Broadway



Even Denver’s earliest civic leaders sought to make the city attractive with parks and public art. On this walk the public art on display dates from 1911 to 2006 and includes outdoor murals painted in 1920 and bronze sculptures created in 1922 just steps away from modern pieces of fiberglass, marble, and steel made in this century. Civic Center Park was designed to be the city’s heart—anchored by the most significant government buildings on the east and west axis and filled with classical architecture, trees, flowers, and monuments. The park has served as a staging ground for important political announcements and events and annually is used for public festivities such as The Taste of Colorado and Cinco de Mayo. As the Denver Art Museum has grown, so have the art galleries in the adjacent neighborhood, now called the Golden Triangle for its position between Broadway, Speer Boulevard, and Civic Center. The United States Mint at Denver near the end of the tour is an opportunity to see how money in circulation today may become tomorrow’s artifacts.



	•
	Begin on the steps of Voorhies Plaza on the north end of Civic Center Park, near Colfax Ave. Beginning in 1878, civic leaders sought to beautify Denver with tree-filled parks. The dreams for Civic Center Park that began in the late 1800s were fully realized over a thirty-year span, largely led by Mayor Robert Speer, who was a champion of the City Beautiful movement. The buildings and statues reflect the neoclassical architecture and Beaux Arts style favored at the time. Businessman John H. P. Voorhies, who lived across the street from where the park is now, funded the Voorhies Memorial. Look up to see the murals painted by artist Allen T. True.



	



	•
	Walk south out of the plaza and around the Children’s Fountain with two cherubs frolicking on sea lions, which spout water at each other in the summer. On your right you will notice a small water fountain dedicated to Emily Griffith, who started the Opportunity School for students of all ages and backgrounds in 1916 just a few blocks from here. Nearby is the McNichols Building, which was the first building on the Civic Center Park site in 1909 when it debuted as the Carnegie Library. After use as office space for decades, the building was renovated for use as exhibition space for the city’s first Biennial of the Americas in 2010. As you walk into the center of the park, there is a bronze sculpture of Christopher Columbus to the left. This artwork by William F. Joseph was installed in 1970 and has sometimes angered Native Americans who protest on Columbus Day. In spring and summer the flowerbeds are filled with colorful blossoms in full bloom. From the middle of the park you can look left to see the gleaming golden dome of the Colorado State Capitol Building on what was once just called “Brown’s Bluff.” Between the Capitol Building and Civic Center Park you will also see the 1990 Colorado Veterans Memorial made of Colorado red sandstone. To the east is the City and County Building of Denver, which is dressed up with bright lights and holiday displays December through mid-January (until the end of the annual National Western Stock Show). As you approach the park’s south end you will see two bronze sculptures representing different aspects of early Western life: On The War Trail (1922) and Bronco Buster (1920) both by artist Alexander P. Proctor.



	



	•
	Walk up the stairs into the Greek Theatre, which is used for cultural and political events. Don’t miss the large murals painted by Allen T. True in the archways on either side of the structure’s middle. These fragile murals were originally painted in 1920 and have since been restored.



	



	•
	Cross the 14th Ave. Pkwy. as you leave the park. To the left is the Denver Public Library, designed by architect Michael Graves and opened in 1995. Just outside the children’s section is the playful sculpture, The Yearling (2003), of a horse on a large red chair by artist Donald Lipski. Beyond the miles and miles of books, the library also has an impressive Western art collection on display on the 5th floor, where history buffs can also delve into historical tomes and photographs in the Western History and Genealogy Department. On the 7th floor is the Vida Ellison Art Gallery, which not only shows off contemporary art monthly but also has a balcony with a lovely city view. To the right is the Denver Art Museum’s north wing—the Gio Ponti–designed building that opened in the 1970s. The red steel sculptures out front on the lawn are collectively called Wheel (2005) by Edgar Heap of Birds and are in part a reminder of the Sand Creek Massacre. On the ground floor is Palette’s, a great choice for lunch with the family out for a day of culture. Between the library and the museum is the painted steel sculpture Lau Tzu (1995) by artist Mark di Suvero; this piece is actually part of the museum’s collection.



	



	•
	Cross 13th Ave. and as you look to the west you will notice the skybridge that connects the Ponti building with the museum’s new wing, the Frederic C. Hamilton Building. Designed by architect Daniel J. Libeskind and opened in 2006, this part of the museum is like a piece of art itself. The sculpture Big Sweep (2006) sits directly outside the door of this titanium-clad structure. To the left are the Museum Residences, lofts also designed by Libeskind that sit atop the parking garage for the museum. Beverly Pepper’s gigantic aggregate sculpture sits to the east of the museum. Mad Greens is a popular place for soup, salad, or sandwiches in this neighborhood. As you exit this Cultural Center Complex, you will pass the enormous bronze sculpture, Scottish Angus Cow and Calf (2001), by artist Dan Ostermiller.



	



	•
	Cross 12th Ave. as the plaza becomes Acoma St. and continue walking south. One block east at 12th and Broadway is the new History Colorado Center (slated to open in 2012). Just ahead on Acoma St. is the old Evans School, a 1904 building that is on the National Register of Historic Places. The three-story building sat empty for decades after the school closed and is now being converted to lofts.



	



	•
	Cross 11th Ave. and note the Curious Theatre Company, just across Acoma St. on the left. The theatre is housed in an 1880 church building, and the company puts on five main-stage shows per year.



	



	•
	Turn right on 11th Ave. and walk one block to cross Bannock St. Walk one more block.



	



	•
	Turn left at Cherokee St. and walk south to the William Havu Gallery at 1040 Cherokee St. This gallery represents a number of Colorado’s best artists as well as others from around the country. Shows here range from photography to sculpture to painting.



	



	•
	Turn right to cross Cherokee St. and walk north to Walker Fine Art, an immense gallery space on the ground floor of a new high-rise building. The large space accommodates equally large artwork and installations. On the corner of this building is Metropolis Coffee, a popular neighborhood hangout for the caffeine crowd.



	



	•
	Cross 11th Ave. and walk north on Cherokee St. At 12th Ave. note that one block away is the restaurant Cuba Cuba on Delaware St. Two brightly colored historic houses have been joined to make for a delectable Caribbean dining experience that is a local favorite.



	



	•
	Turn right after crossing 12th Ave. and cross Cherokee St. to walk east on 12th Ave.



	



	•
	Turn left at Bannock St. and walk one block to 13th Ave. On your right is the site of the new Clyfford Still Museum (slated to open in 2011), which celebrates the rarely seen works of the reclusive abstract painter.



	



	•
	Cross 13th Ave. On your left is the Native American Trading Company, a jewelry and art shop featuring Native American artisans. Next door on 13th Ave. is Pint’s Pub, a very British-style bar and restaurant—which is obvious from the flag of England out front.



	



	•
	And around the corner along Bannock St. is the Camera Obscura Gallery, a must for true art photography lovers. To the right at this intersection is the Byers-Evans House—a real surprise practically under the eaves of the ultra-modern Denver Art Museum. William Evans, son of the Colorado Territory’s second governor, John Evans, was the second owner of this 1883 house, and his daughter lived there until 1981. Tours show off the original furnishings and tell of how the neighborhood changed around the house over 100 years.



	



	•
	Walk north on Bannock St. and cross 14th Ave. This time the City and County Building will be on your left and Civic Center Park on your right. There are more Allen T. True murals to see inside the City and County Building (this neoclassical Beaux Arts building opened in 1932) and a few other sculptures too. Straight ahead across Colfax Ave. you will see the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Building and the marble sculpture, East 2 West Source Point, by Larry Kirkland out front. There are several public artworks inside this building and around it to see as well.



	



	•
	Turn left when you reach Colfax Ave. and walk to Cherokee St. As you are walking west you will surely see the Rocky Mountains in the distance. Cross Cherokee St. and you will find yourself in front of the United States Mint at Denver. The 1906 building is an example of Italian-inspired Gothic Renaissance architecture, and this side of it is the original, with seven additions since that now take up the entire city block. You typically need reservations for a tour, and the entrance is on the Cherokee St. side by the gift shop. Mostly what you will see made here are pennies, but the history is surprisingly interesting.



	



	•
	Turn around and walk east on Colfax Ave. back to Bannock St.



	



	•
	Cross Colfax Ave. and turn right to walk around the east side of the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Building (see Walk 13). You will pass by the stone and marble sculpture, Building Blocks (2003), by Robert Murase on your right as you approach 15th St.



	



	•
	Cross 15th St. and turn right. Cross Cheyenne Place and end the walk at the Pioneer Monument Fountain. Designed by artist Frederick Macmonnies in 1910, the original version featured a bare-chested Native American, but locals were outraged and it was changed to Kit Carson, an 1800s frontiersman and trapper.
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Sculptor Alexander P. Proctor’s Bronco Buster (1920) sits in Civic Center Park.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Civic Center Park 100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy., 720-913-1311, denvergov.org

Denver Public Library 100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy., 720-865-1111, denverlibrary.org

Denver Art Museum 100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy., 720-865-5000, denverartmuseum.org

Palette’s at Denver Art Museum 100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy., 303-534-1455, ktrg.net

Mad Greens 1200 Acoma St., 720-496-4158, madgreens.com

History Colorado Center 12th Ave. and Broadway, 303-866-3682, coloradohistory.org

Curious Theatre Company 1080 Acoma St., 303-623-0524, curioustheatre.org

William Havu Gallery 1040 Cherokee St., 303-893-2360, williamhavugallery.com

Walker Fine Art 300 11th Ave., 303-355-8955, walkerfineart.com

Metropolis Coffee 300 W. 11th Ave., 303-534-1744, metropolisdenver.com

Cuba Cuba 1173 Delaware St., 303-605-2822, cubacubacafe.com

Clyfford Still Museum 13th Ave. and Bannock St., 720-865-4317, clyffordstillmuseum.org

Native American Trading Company 213 W. 13th Ave., 303-534-0771, nativeamericantradingco.com

Camera Obscura Gallery 1309 Bannock St., 303-623-4059, cameraobscuragallery.com

Pint’s Pub 221 13th Ave., 303-534-7543, pintspub.com

Byers-Evans House 1310 Bannock St., 303-620-4933, coloradohistory.org

United States Mint at Denver 320 W. Colfax Ave., 303-405-4761, usmint.gov

Pioneer Monument Fountain 15th St. and Cheyenne Pl.

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Begin at the Voorhies Memorial on the north end of Civic Center Park.



	



	2.
	 
	Walk south across Civic Center Park and through the Greek Theater. 



	



	3.
	 
	Cross 14th Ave. Pkwy. and walk through the plaza between the Denver Public Library and the Denver Art Museum.



	



	4.
	 
	Cross 13th Ave. and across the Cultural Center Complex, which turns into Acoma St.



	



	5.
	 
	Continue walking south on Acoma St. to cross 12th Ave. and 11th Ave.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn right on 11th Ave. and walk east to cross Bannock St.



	



	7.
	 
	Turn left at Cherokee St. and walk to William Havu Gallery.



	



	8.
	 
	Turn right and cross Cherokee St. to walk north.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn right on 12th Ave. and walk east to Bannock St.



	



	10.
	 
	Turn left on Bannock St. and walk to Colfax Ave.



	



	11.
	 
	Turn left on Colfax Ave. and walk to the U.S. Mint just past Cherokee St. 



	



	12.
	 
	Turn around and walk back to Bannock St.



	



	13.
	 
	Turn left and cross Colfax Ave.



	



	14.
	 
	Turn right and walk around the east side of the W. E. Webb Municipal Building towards 15th St.



	



	15.
	 
	Cross 15th St. at Cleveland Pl. and turn right.



	



	16.
	 
	Walk south to Cheyenne Pl. and cross to the Pioneer Monument Fountain. 
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The Frederic C. Hamilton wing of the Denver Art Museum was designed by architect Daniel J. Libeskind and opened in 2006.
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3 ART DISTRICT ON SANTA FE: GALLERIES GALORE AND LATIN FLAIR




BOUNDARIES: 7th Ave., Santa Fe Dr., 10th Ave. 

DISTANCE: ½ mile

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free 2-hour parking is available on Santa Fe Dr. and side streets; $3 parking at West High School parking lot on First Fridays (proceeds fund the school’s art department) at 10th Ave. and Galapago St. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT: The RTD light rail stops at 10th Ave. and Osage St.; RTD 1 bus stops on this route.



The La Alma/Lincoln Park neighborhood of Denver is one with historic roots as deep as downtown and Auraria, but it remains lesser known. The buildings around here—whether homes, storefronts, warehouses, or theaters—date back to the late 1800s and turn of the century, and many have stucco covering the original brick, which gives more of a New Mexico feel than other parts of Denver. The primary business district of the neighborhood is along Santa Fe Drive, where you’ll find the city’s largest concentration of art galleries for three vibrant blocks. La Alma/Lincoln Park has a predominantly Hispanic population, and that culture resonates throughout a handful of the more significant galleries and art institutions on this walk. The emphasis in these art spaces is on local talent—artists based in Denver and Colorado—but there is also room for national and international work on display here. Even if you are not a serious art collector, the gift shops of some galleries make it easy for anyone to become a patron of the arts. On the First Friday of each month year-round, these narrow sidewalks are filled with people walking from gallery to gallery. The event is so popular they have added a Third Fridays night, which has smaller crowds and artist lectures or special events. During the holidays, traditional luminarias line the streets as well. Or it can be a fun afternoon stroll with a stop for tasty Mexican food and seeing art at your own pace.



	•
	Begin this walk on the west corner of 7th Ave. and Santa Fe Dr. Walk north on Santa Fe Dr. The majority of the galleries on this walk are members of Art District on Santa Fe—a collection of more than 50 galleries, shops, and restaurants that goes beyond these three blocks. Along the walk you will see banners and window stickers for Art District on Santa Fe, and you can pick up very handy brochures with maps to guide you along this street and beyond.



	



	
	On your immediate left is the Denver Civic Theater, now the home of Su Teatro. The building itself opened in 1921 as one of Denver’s first silent movie theaters and had many other uses before renovation in the 1990s to be used as two theater spaces. Su Teatro is the third-oldest Chicano theater company in the United States, and it recently acquired the Denver Civic Theater as its new home base. Su Teatro performs original plays, adaptations, and other works relevant to the Chicano/Latino community each year.



	



	
	Next on this block is Artists on Santa Fe, a co-op gallery of Denver artists and their open studios where you can see them create ceramics, paintings, sculpture, and photography.



	



	
	About halfway down the block after crossing 8th Ave., step into John Fielder’s Colorado gallery and Denver Photo Art Gallery. John Fielder is Colorado’s preeminent photographer, who is known for his vivid Colorado landscape images of mountain peaks, golden aspens, colorful wildflower meadows, and more. Fielder has published several books—guidebooks, children’s books, instructional books—but may be best known for his Colorado 1870–2000 books in which he recreates the landscape images of photographer W. H. Jackson. This gallery shows works of many other nature photographers too.



	



	
	A few doors down is the Museo de las Americas, an educational space that also exhibits Latino art. The Museo is one of the organizations on Santa Fe Dr. with a focus solely on Latino culture and art, through summer camps, workshops, and tours.



	



	
	After crossing 9th Ave. you will see the Metropolitan State College of Denver Center for Visual Arts. This off-campus art gallery has shows that go well beyond the student art body with exhibits by internationally recognized artists such as Christo and Jeanne-Claude, group shows by women artists from Vietnam and Japanese women ceramicists, all with educational components such as related workshops and lectures by visiting artists or professors.



	



	•
	At 10th Ave. turn right and cross Santa Fe Dr.



	



	•
	Turn right again to walk south on Santa Fe Dr. to return to 7th Ave. The historic Aztlan Theatre was also built in the 1920s and is now used as a music venue.



	



	
	Halfway down the block begins Nine10Arts (also known as 910 Arts), which combines housing, exhibit and performance space, and a coffee shop. This is currently Denver’s only green-built arts community. The former livery and bottling plant space has an open-air courtyard, coffee shop called Studio 6, eight lofts and 17 studios, all of it painted in eye-catching bright yellows, reds, and greens.



	



	
	At the corner of 9th Ave. is Spark Gallery, the Mile High City’s oldest art cooperative, featuring 30 established artists working in a variety of mediums, and the Core New Art Space with shows by emerging artists.



	



	
	Just after crossing 8th Ave. you will come to the CHAC (short for Chicano Humanities and Arts Council) gallery, showcasing Latino/Chicano performance and visual art. There are usually two shows per month at CHAC, with new visual artists, musicians, dancers, and poets, but you can also plan ahead for their special events such as Santos & Crosses in August, El Dia De Los Muertos in October and November, and Luminarias de la Guadalupe in December.



	



	
	Surprise! Ethiopian food on Santa Fe Dr. Arada Ethiopian Restaurant offers an alternative to the Mexican restaurants and pubs in the area with exotic dishes in a colorful dining room for dinner only. Plan ahead to eat here on a First Friday night out because it can quickly fill up.



	



	
	Next up is what you expect in this neighborhood: simple and delicious Mexican food. El Noa Noa has a courtyard with fountain and mariachi band for those warm summer nights in the city and simple combination platters or a la carte items with cold Mexican beer. Next door is El Taco de Mexico, also with familiar beef or chicken tacos, of course, but adventurous eaters might want to try the tongue or brain on the menu in this small café.



	



	
	At the corner of 7th Ave. and Santa Fe Dr., notice the Byers Branch Library. The Byers Library was built in 1918 as part of the Carnegie-funded libraries and is unique for its Spanish eclectic architectural style. The library was named for William N. Byers, founder of the now-defunct Rocky Mountain News, and it is now a designated historic landmark.



	



	•
	The walk ends at 7th Ave. and Santa Fe Dr.







BACK STORY: THE WHOLE ENCHILADA

The La Alma/Lincoln Park neighborhood is undergoing tremendous revitalization efforts, but because this development is occurring in somewhat isolated pockets of the greater area, walking may not be the best way to experience all of it. While much of this new growth in the area stems from light-rail lines and stops on the southern edge of the neighborhood, it is still not all pedestrian-friendly. Another way to see the additional restaurants, breweries, galleries, and new lofts being converted from warehouses is to take the First Friday shuttle bus. The shuttle bus takes you from the light-rail train station at 10th Ave. and Osage St. by the Buckhorn Exchange—truly a site itself with a large taxidermy collection on display on nearly every inch of wall space in Denver’s oldest restaurant. The shuttle also brings people to this gallery walk between 7th Ave. and 10th Ave. on Santa Fe Dr. along with stops at the Infinite Monkey Theorem, an alternative winery; the Bolt Factory, which is a collection of galleries in an old warehouse (or actually, old bolt factory); the Breckenridge Brewery, with a large tasting room; the Rackhouse Pub, located in Stranahan’s Colorado Whiskey Distillery; and then goes on to the Golden Triangle Art District and the Denver Art Museum too. Find out more details at artdistrictonsantafe.com.



POINTS OF INTEREST

Su Teatro 721 Santa Fe Dr., 303-296-0219, suteatro.org

Artists on Santa Fe 747 Santa Fe Dr., 303-573-5903, artistsonsantafe.com

John Fielder’s Colorado 833 Santa Fe Dr., 303-744-7979, johnfielder.com

Denver Photo Art 833 Santa Fe Dr., 303-744-7979, denverphotoart.com

Museo de las Americas 861 Santa Fe Dr., 303-571-4401, museo.org

Metropolitan State College of Denver Center for Visual Art 965 Santa Fe Dr., 303-257-1898, metrostatecva.org

910 Arts 910 Santa Fe Dr., 303-744-7979, 910 arts.com

Studio 6 Coffee House 910 Santa Fe Dr., 303-534-8900, studio6coffee.com

Spark Gallery 900 Santa Fe Dr., 720-889-2200, sparkgallery.com

Core New Art Space 900 Santa Fe Dr., 303-297-8428, corenewartspace.com

CHAC 772 Santa Fe Dr., 303-571-0440, chacweb.org

Arada 750 Santa Fe Dr., 303-329-3344, aradarestaurant.com

El Noa Noa 722 Santa Fe Dr., 303-623-9968

El Taco de Mexico 714 Santa Fe Dr., 303-623-3926

Byers Branch Library 675 Santa Fe Dr., 720-865-0160, denverlibrary.org

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start on the southwest corner of 7th Ave. on Santa Fe. Dr. 



	



	2.
	 
	Walk north on Santa Fe Dr. to 10th Ave. 



	



	3.
	 
	At 10th Ave., turn right and cross Santa Fe Dr.



	



	4.
	 
	Walk south on Santa Fe Dr. to 7th Ave. to complete walk loop.
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Dart—the Horse was made from a 1973 Dodge Dart by artist Greg Wasil, one of the artists represented by Core New Art Space, part of the Art District on Santa Fe.
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4 AURARIA CAMPUS: THE FIRST DENVER




BOUNDARIES: Champa St., 9th St., Auraria Pkwy., Speer Blvd.

DISTANCE: 1 mile

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Fee parking lots

PUBLIC TRANSIT: RTD light-rail train stops at approx. Colfax Ave. and 9th St.



History can be so enlightening, just like a good education. Naturally there was more than one prospector around the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River in 1858. The town of Auraria was founded a few weeks before what became Denver City was settled on the other side of Cherry Creek. General William Larimer basically jumped a claim to secure Denver City for his party, and then soon was in competition with the town founders of Auraria. As each city grew, and the discoveries of gold in the mountains lured more and more people to the area, the towns were united in 1860 (legend has it the unification was agreed to over a barrel of whiskey). One hundred years later, much of Auraria was gone and the site was filled with a 169-acre campus for three colleges: the Metropolitan State College of Denver, the University of Colorado at Denver, and the Community College of Denver. This walk threads through the historical buildings still standing and in use—Victorian cottages, churches, and a former brewery—amidst the modern, bustling commuter campus.



	•
	Begin on 9th and Champa sts. at the east end of the Auraria townsite, also called the Ninth Street Historic Park. These 13 restored homes and former grocery store were built between 1872 and 1906. Walk west on either side of the grass divider between the houses. Although these charming Victorian-era homes are used as campus administrative office space today, small plaques in front of each house tell about the architectural style and who lived there originally. What makes this preserved block so appealing is how well maintained all of the houses are, including the individual fenced yards and gardens. It’s as if the original residents might return to finish pruning the roses any minute and strike up a friendly conversation.



	



	•
	At the end of the block, turn right on Curtis St. Walk under the skybridge between the campus buildings to the 10th St. Plaza and keep going to the stone church ahead on the right.



	



	•
	Turn right in front of St. Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church and walk east past the church to see the friary and shrine to St. Francis. The original church building became too small for the booming German, Irish, and other English-speaking parishioners, so it was torn down and this building was erected in 1889. In 1908, the church became infamous when the pastor was murdered during morning communion. The monastery and courtyard were built in 1936. St. Elizabeth was one of three Catholic churches in a five-block area at Auraria, and only two were preserved during urban renewal efforts of the 1960s (St. Leo’s was demolished). This church was completely renovated inside in the 1960s, including the stained glass windows you see today.



	



	•
	Walk back to the western corner of St. Elizabeth’s and turn left. Walk south to the 10th St. Plaza again.



	



	•
	Turn right on the 10th St. Plaza. Just past the Lawrence Street Pedestrian Mall (which looks like a park to the left), you will see a very small stone building called the Emmanuel Gallery. Built in 1876 as an Episcopal chapel, this is Denver’s oldest church structure. As the neighborhood around it changed, the church became a synagogue in 1903. It was sold, and from 1958 to 1973 the building served as an artists’ studio for Wolfgang Pogzeba; in 1969 it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1973 the church became part of the Auraria campus and has functioned as an art gallery since that time. It’s as tiny on the inside as it looks from the outside—a mere 24 feet by 66 feet. The gallery is open during typical business hours, so chances are you can go inside during this walk.



	



	•
	Continue walking west on the 10th St. Plaza to the Tivoli Commons. In the near distance (or rather, blocking your view of the mountains from this vantage point) is the Pepsi Center. Sitting on 52 acres of the Central Platte Valley, the Pepsi Center opened in 1999 as a state-of-the-art facility for concerts and sporting and political events. Both the Colorado Avalanche hockey team and the Denver Nuggets basketball team play here, and the 2008 Democratic National Convention was held here. (And, it should be noted, the views of the city skyline and the Rocky Mountains are spectacular from six-story atriums inside the Pepsi Center.)



	



	
	But practically right in front of you now is the Tivoli Center. If you step inside this landmark-designated building you will quickly sense that it is comprised of 12 original structures (read: it’s like a maze). As early as 1859, Denver had its first brewery, and by 1861 John Good was co-owner of the Rocky Mountain Brewery. In 1870 German-born Moritz Sigi began construction of the Tivoli Center, then called Colorado Brewery. After Sigi’s untimely death, Good and another investor bought Colorado Brewery, changed the named to Milwaukee Brewery, and expanded with an opera house, tower building, a bottling company, and more at the site. By 1901 Good was the sole owner and changed the name to Tivoli, after the famous Denmark amusement park, then merged with the neighboring Union Brewery. The Tivoli-Union brewery even survived the Prohibition years by making a non-alcoholic beer called Dash. In the 1960s the name was changed to Denver Beer, and a few years later the brewery closed its doors for a decade. In the 1980s developers restored the buildings to their former glory with shows in the old opera house, restaurants, and added a three-story atrium to bind the once-separate historic buildings. In the 1990s it was mostly converted to a student union, though there is a movie theater here that hosts the annual Denver International Film Festival.



	



	•
	Turn left and walk to the 9th St. Plaza. This might be the best spot on this walk to look west for a view of the Rocky Mountains, especially at sunset. You will also see the curved outline of Invesco Field at Mile High, the home of the Denver Broncos, to the left of this view. Also note that the Tivoli Commons connects to Larimer St. going north (or right), Cherry Creek, and Larimer Square.



	



	•
	Turn left to walk east on the 9th St. Plaza to St. Cajetan’s Church, the first Hispanic parish in Denver that dates to 1925. Thanks to funding from a wealthy Irishman, the church was built on this site near his old home. The Hispanic community grew around this church with a school, credit union, and clinic, only to be pushed out in the 1960s and 1970s. All but the church itself was razed, and it is used today as a theater and conference center for campus functions.



	



	•
	As you pass St. Cajetan’s, you will see two small homes on your right. The first is a rectory; the second is the relocated former home of Golda Meir. This house is out of place in more ways than one. This is the only remaining U.S. residence of former Israeli prime minister Golda Meir. At age 15, Golda Meir ran away from home in Milwaukee to avoid an arranged marriage and continue her education. She came to Denver where her sister had already moved with her husband and child. Meir attended North High School in the Highlands neighborhood, while also working at her brother-in-law’s laundry business. The small brick duplex was narrowly saved from demolition and moved twice before being saved and relocated to this site in the 1980s to preserve it. One half of the home shows off some of Meir’s personal belongings and photographs of her, while the other is used as a conference center. Call 303-556-3292 to schedule a tour of the Golda Meir House Museum.



	



	•
	Walk east back to the Ninth Street Historic Park and down the other side of the grass divider to learn more about these houses and who lived here originally.
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St. Cajetan’s Church on the Auraria Campus is now a theater and conference center.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Ninth Street Historic Park Auraria Campus

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church Auraria Campus

Emmanuel Gallery Auraria Campus, 303-556-8337, emmanuelgallery.org

Tivoli Center Auraria Campus

St. Cajetan’s Church Auraria Campus, 720-556-3291

Golda Meir House Auraria Campus, 303-556-3292, mscd.edu/golda/house

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at 9th and Champa sts. Walk west through the Ninth Street Historic Park. 



	



	2.
	 
	Turn right at Curtis St. and walk to St. Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church. 



	



	3.
	 
	Turn right in front of St. Elizabeth and walk to monastery. 



	



	4.
	 
	Turn around and walk back to Curtis St. 



	



	5.
	 
	Turn left and walk to the 10th St. Plaza.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn right and walk on 10th St. Plaza to the Emmanuel Gallery.



	



	7.
	 
	Continue on the 10th St. Plaza to Tivoli Commons. 



	



	8.
	 
	Turn left and walk to the 9th St. Plaza.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn left and walk on the 9th St. Plaza to St. Cajetan’s Church and the Golda Meir Museum.



	



	10.
	 
	Continue walking on the 9th St. Plaza and back through the Auraria townsite to complete the loop. 
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Gardens and fountains add to the charm outside Victorian-era homes in the Ninth Street Historic Park on the Auraria Campus.
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5 LODO: SALOONS TO SHOPS AND WAREHOUSES TO BREWPUBS




BOUNDARIES: 14th St., Larimer St., Wynkoop St., 22nd St. 

DISTANCE: 1¾ miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Metered parking on streets; fee parking lot on Market and 14th sts. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT: Market Street Station is 2 blocks away, and several RTD routes run through here; Denver B-cycle stations are nearby (denverbcycle.com).



Lower Downtown is likely Denver’s most familiar historic district to locals and tourists alike, as it attracts office workers by day and revelers by night—and don’t forget the baseball fans too. The very first buildings in the neighborhood likely burned or were flooded out, and after an 1863 ordinance required brick or stone, the next buildings became more permanent. The mighty warehouses, mercantile centers, and railway buildings withstood the elements, boom and bust economic cycles, and early urban “renewal” efforts to become today’s lofts, offices, shops, restaurants, and bars in what is affectionately called LoDo by locals who are proud of this preserved corner of the Mile High City.



	•
	Start this walk on the southwest corner of Larimer Square at Larimer and 14th sts. General William H. Larimer named this Denver City after the Kansas Territory Governor James W. Denver and in 1858 built a cabin on what is now his namesake block. Buildings were quickly built up in the area, and this block was filled with brothels, saloons, and theaters and the city’s first bank and post office. In the 1960s, preservationist Dana Crawford stepped in and made sure that this historic block was saved. While most of these buildings date to the 1800s, there are also some much newer buildings squeezed in between. The Square is closed for annual events such as Chalk Festival in June. On the opposite corner is Tamayo, an upscale Mexican restaurant with a wonderful upper-deck patio that offers a view of the Rocky Mountains.



	



	•
	Walk north on Larimer St. and stop in at Cry Baby Ranch, where cowboys, cowgirls, and little buckaroos can get the cutest t-shirts, boots, and accessories. So many restaurants, so little time! On this side of the street is Rioja, with inspired Mediterranean cuisine; The Market for coffee, sandwiches, and deli foods; Corridor 44, a champagne bar; and Osteria Marco featuring family-style Italian food. On the opposite side of the street is Lime, with a contemporary Mexican menu, and down the Kettle Arcade courtyard you will find Bistro Vendôme with a fine French menu. Every Christmas, Santa Claus greets children in this courtyard, and horse-drawn carriages take people on cozy winter rides around the neighborhood.



	



	•
	Cross 15th St. and turn left to walk west on 15th St. Larimer Square is actually its own historic district, marked in part by the alley between Larimer and Market sts. First cross Market St., then Blake St. At Wazee St. you will see the Wazee Supper Club, a great pizza place, on the opposite corner.



	



	•
	Turn right on Wynkoop St. The old Colorado Saddlery Building on the corner is the largest of the warehouse buildings along Wynkoop St. and is now being renovated. For the next few blocks you will find old loading docks in addition to sidewalks in front of these former warehouses.



	



	
	These funky raised docks can make it easy to miss gems like the Old Map Gallery—where maps are like works of art, and not just for collectors—at 1550 Wynkoop St. At the corner of 16th St. is the Tattered Cover Bookstore in the old Morey Mercantile Building. On the 16th St. side you can see an old doorway on the second story that used to line up with the elevated 16th St. viaduct. There is a coffee and sandwich shop on the first floor of the bookstore.



	



	
	Up next is Union Station on the left. Originally built in the 1880s, the train station has survived fires, renovation, and even the near end to railway transportation. Much of the building is used for private offices now, and in the basement is one of the country’s largest model railroads (for limited visiting hours see denveroscaleclub.org). Plans are underway for Union Station to become a transportation hub again with light-rail service nearby. Inside the station are historical photos of a bustling train station crammed with passengers, as well as some public art (go in the north side door and down the tiled corridor to see these).



	



	
	Between 17th and 18th sts. on Wynkoop St. are old warehouse buildings—once filled with supplies when the trains arrived across the street—shoulder to shoulder now turned into restaurants and other businesses. The most popular and well known of these restaurants is the Wynkoop Brewing Company at the 18th St. corner. Billiards, dart lanes, their own Railyard Ale, and pub food are all available at the ‘Koop (call 303-297-2700 to schedule a brewery tour). Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper (who recently transitioned from being Denver’s Mayor) was a founder of the Wynkoop and had a role in much of the transformation of these historic buildings.



	



	
	Also at the corner of 18th and Wynkoop sts. is the Icehouse, a former creamery and cold-foods storage warehouse, now housing lofts and restaurants.



	



	
	At 19th St. and Wynkoop is the Denver Chop House & Brewery in the one-time Union Pacific Railway Building—a place to spot all kinds of professional athletes, including the baseball players who play games right across the street. Here Wynkoop St. turns into a pedestrian plaza leading to Coors Field, home to Major League Baseball’s Colorado Rockies team, at the northern end of the Lower Downtown Historic District. The public art archway, The Evolution of the Ball by Lonnie Hanzon, marks the entrance to Coors Field. It’s fun to look at all the different types of silly balls on each side of the arch.



	



	•
	Cross over 20th St. on the overpass to Coors Field. Built in 1995, Coors Field was designed to match the historic warehouse buildings of the surrounding neighborhood. Special touches here include terra cotta Columbine flowers (the state flower) and the purple mile high row of seats that rings the nosebleed seats.



	



	•
	Turn right and walk east up the stairs and parallel to the baseball stadium. At the corner of 20th and Blake sts. turn left to round the bronze statue, The Player, of baseball pioneer Branch Rickey. Note that one block away on the corner of 20th and Market sts. is the bar El Chapultepec, which has been serving libations since it was built in the late 1800s. Since the 1960s it has offered nightly jazz and is the place for big-name musicians (Mick Jagger, Branford Marsalis, Frank Sinatra, and many more) to stop in and jam when playing big gigs in Denver.



	



	•
	Turn left on Blake St. to walk north alongside Coors Field. This east side of the baseball stadium is where to buy tickets, get souvenirs at the gift shop (assuming you really like purple!), on game days stop in at the Sandlot Brewery (a Coors company, of course) for lunch, and at the north end of the stadium check out the neon art of a baseballer sliding into home, Bottom of the Ninth by Erick C. Johnson. Across the street is Breckenridge Brewery, where you can drink their locally crafted ales or eat them in one of their specialty dishes.



	



	•
	Turn around and walk back to 20th St. and cross the street to continue walking on Blake St. It is sports bar mania along this block, but look closely and you will see there is a museum squeezed in too. B’s Baseball Museum is a recent addition on Blake St. and celebrates not just the Colorado Rockies but also the Bears (you just have to go inside to find out more) with seats, photos, cards, and other collectibles. On the right is the Falling Rock Tap House, which gets mighty crowded in October during the Great American Beerfest thanks to the 70 or so beers to sample. Next door is the nightclub Beta for dancing all night long. Cross 19th St. and the restaurants thin out a little. For dinner consider Vesta Dipping Grill or the Ninth Door, or for Irish beer lovers, the Celtic Tavern.



	



	•
	Turn right on 18th St. and walk one block to Wazee St.



	



	•
	Turn left at Wazee St. and cross 18th St. On the left is the Robischon Gallery, an exceptional contemporary art gallery. Cross 17th St. and about mid-block will be Rockmount Ranch Wear. Owner Jack Weil invented the snap-front Western shirt and worked here every day until his death at age 107 in 2008. While the fancy cowboy shirts are worn by rock stars and rodeo riders, even the t-shirts make terrific souvenirs for just about anybody. A few doors down is the Jet Hotel, with a mere seven rooms and a nightclub in the lobby. At the corner of 16th St. and Wazee St. is Dixon’s, a good choice for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.



	



	•
	Turn right and cross Wazee St.



	



	•
	Turn right again and walk north on Wazee St. back to 17th St. David Cook Fine Art will be on your left; here they combine American Indian art with regional American art of the 19th and 20th centuries.



	



	•
	Turn left at 17th St. and you will be at the entrance to the lovely Oxford Hotel, Denver’s oldest operating hotel. Opened in 1891, the hotel was such a success that they opened an annex across the alley (now a spa upstairs, fitness center downstairs), and in 1933 opened the Art Deco Cruise Room bar.



	



	•
	End your walk at Union Station.
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Union Station anchors the Lower Downtown neighborhood.
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The Player, a statue of baseball pioneer Branch Rickey, sits outside Coors Field. Photo courtesy of Visit Denver.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Tamayo 1400 Larimer St., 720-946-1433, richardsandoval.com/tamayo

Cry Baby Ranch 1421 Larimer St., 303-623-3979, crybabyranch.com

Rioja 1433 Larimer St., 303-820-2282, riojadenver.com

The Market 1445 Market St., 303-534-5140, themarketatlarimer.com

Corridor 44 1433 Larimer St., 303-893-0044, corridor44.com

Osteria Marco 1453 Larimer St., 303-534-5855, osteriamarco.com

Lime 1414 Larimer St., 303-893-5463, eatatime.com

Bistro Vendôme 1416 Larimer St., Ste. H, 303-825-3232, bistrovendome.com

Wazee Supper Club 1600 15th St., 303-623-9518, wazeesupperclub.com

Old Map Gallery 1550 Wynkoop St., 303-296-7725, oldmapgallery.com

The Tattered Cover Bookstore 1628 16th St., 303-436-1070, tatteredcover.com

Union Station 1701 Wynkoop St., 303-534-6333, denverunionstation.org

Wynkoop Brewing Company 1634 18th St., 303-297-2700, wynkoop.com

Denver Chop House & Brewery 1735 19th St., 303-296-0800, chophouse.com

Evolution of the Ball Sculpture 20th and Wynkoop sts.

Coors Field 2001 Blake St., 303-762-5437, colorado.rockies.mlb.com

El Chapultepec 1962 Market St., 303-295-9126

Sandlot Brewery 2161 Blake St., 303-312-2553

Breckenridge Brewery 2220 Blake St., 303-297-3644, breckbrew.com

B’s Ballpark Museum 1940 Blake St., 303-974-5835, ballparkmuseum.com

Falling Rock Tap House 1919 Blake St., 303-293-8338, fallingrocktaphouse.com

Beta 1909 Blake St., 303-383-1909, betanightclub.com

Vesta Dipping Grill 1822 Blake St., 303-296-1970, vestagrill.com

The Ninth Door 1808 Blake St., 303-292-2229, theninthdoor.com

Celtic Tavern 1801 Blake St., 303-308-1795, celtictavern.com

Robischon Gallery 1740 Wazee St., 303-298-7788, robischongallery.com

Rockmount Ranch Wear 1626 Wazee St., 303-629-7777, rockmount.com

Jet Hotel 1612 Wazee St., 303-572-3300, thejethotel.com

Dixon’s 1610 16th St., 303-573-6100, dixonsrestaurant.com

David Cook Fine Art 1637 Wazee St., 303-623-8181, davidcookfineart.com

Oxford Hotel 1600 17th St., 303-628-5400, theoxfordhotel.com

The Cruise Room 1600 17th St., 303-825-1107, theoxfordhotel.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Begin on southwest corner of Larimer Square at 14th St. Walk one block to 15th St.



	



	2.
	 
	Cross 15th St. and turn left to walk west until Wynkoop St.



	



	3.
	 
	Turn right at Wynkoop St. and walk north to Coors Field at 20th St.



	



	4.
	 
	Turn right at Coors Field and walk to Blake St. 



	



	5.
	 
	Turn left and walk to 22nd St.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn around and walk back to 20th and Blake sts. Cross 20th St. and walk on Blake St. to 18th St.



	



	7.
	 
	Turn right at 18th St.



	



	8.
	 
	Turn left at Wazee St. Walk to 16th St. 



	



	9.
	 
	Turn right and cross Wazee St. to walk back down the other side of this street to 17th St.



	



	10.
	 
	Turn left at 17th St. and walk to Wynkoop St. 



	



	11.
	 
	Walk ends at Union Station, 17th and Wynkoop sts. 
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A detail from artist Lonnie Hanzon’s Evolution of the Ball sculpture at an entrance to Coors Field.
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6 16TH STREET MALL/DOWNTOWN: MADE FOR WALKING




BOUNDARIES: Broadway, Tremont St., 14th St., Market St. 

DISTANCE: 1¼ miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Metered parking is available on all streets.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: Free 16th Street Mall Shuttle Bus; RTD bus station terminals at each end of 16th St. Mall service several routes; Denver B-cycle station at Market Street Station (denverbcycle.com; no bicycles allowed on 16th St. Mall). 



Downtown Denver is compact and easily walkable, and perhaps the most pedestrian-friendly place of all is the 16th Street Mall. These 16 blocks are closed to vehicular traffic (not counting the cross streets every block or the free shuttle buses that go from end to end all day) and make for an easy stroll among shops, restaurants, and hotels. Better yet, just a block or two in either direction of the 16th Street Mall there are many of Denver’s best hotels—both historic, renovated, and brand new—as well as public art, art collections, and other attractions.



	•
	Start at the Civic Center Plaza at 16th St. and Broadway.



	



	•
	Walk north on Broadway and cross the actual 16th St. (not the mall portion).



	



	•
	At 17th St., look to your right. Inside the lobby of this reflective high-rise at 1670 Broadway is a Dale Chihuly piece, titled Colorado Wildflowers, that was installed by a previous owner of the building.



	



	•
	Cross 17th St., then turn left and cross Broadway.



	



	•
	Walk north on Broadway again as you walk along one side of the triangular-shaped Brown Palace Hotel. The Brown is Denver’s most elegant historic hotel. It is named for the man who had it built in 1892, Henry C. Brown. The 230-room Brown has three restaurants—Ship Tavern, Palace Arms, and Ellyngton’s—as well as Churchill Bar, a cigar bar. Oh, and there is a luxurious spa in the basement . . . somewhere near the original artesian well that still supplies water to the hotel. Did I mention the eight-story atrium with stained glass ceiling and decadent chandelier? The lobby below the atrium offers tea service, cocktails, live piano music, and more throughout the year. There’s so much rich history that they have their own historian to give you a tour (by reservation). For starters, they might tell you that every U.S. President except Calvin Coolidge has stayed here.



	



	•
	At Tremont St. you will see the Trinity United Methodist Church across the street. The church’s 200-foot spire is made from rhyolite, a volcanic rock from Castle Rock, Colorado, and inside they proudly show off a 1880s-era Roosevelt Organ. Historic tours of the church are offered regularly.



	



	•
	Turn left and walk around the National Western Stock Show bronze statue. You might be wondering what this statue is doing here. Each year during the National Western Stock Show, there is a parade—complete with cattle drive—that makes it’s way up 17th St. (in the middle of January, no less) and ends at the Brown Palace. And there is a longstanding tradition that the stock show’s prize-winning steer is put on display in the hotel’s lobby . . . during teatime.



	



	•
	Walking down Tremont St., you can see the historic Navarre Building on the right. More is known about the past use of this building than the present. Built in 1889, it was a bordello, and rumor has it that an underground passage allowed men to sneak from the Brown Palace to the Navarre. It has also been a school and a hotel and today houses a private art collection that is not open to the public.



	



	•
	Cross 17th St. and note that four and five blocks down 17th St. respectively are the Magnolia Hotel in the fully restored Equitable Bank Building (at Stout St.) and the Hotel Monaco in the 1917 Railway Exchange Building and the Art Moderne Title Building (at Champa St.).



	



	•
	Walk one block to the 16th Street Mall, which was built in 1982. Note that at 14th and Tremont sts. is the 1882 Denver Firefighter’s Museum (open for tours).



	



	•
	Turn right on the 16th Street Mall and cross Tremont St. to begin walking west on the mall. On your left is the Denver Pavilions, like a mall at the mall that opened in 1998. Within the two-block-long Pavilions mall are chain restaurants, shops, bowling, and a movie theater. Just before the corner of Glenarm Pl. is Cook’s Fresh Market, a gourmet deli and market with delicious sandwiches, salads, soups, and more. On the other side of Glenarm Pl. is the Paramount Theatre, which opened to great fanfare in 1930 and still proudly shows off its Art Deco style both inside and out. In an era when newspapers are struggling and Denver’s original newspaper, The Rocky Mountain News, closed up leaving only the Denver Post daily, there is the living relic of the Denver Press Club nearby. The Denver Press Club is the oldest of its kind in the U.S., opened in 1867, and has been in this building about two blocks away on Glenarm Pl. between 14th and 13th sts. since 1925.



	



	•
	One block west at Welton St. is the 1889 Masonic Building, which was nearly lost to a fire in 1985 and then renovated for offices, shops, and restaurants such as the Appaloosa Grill. The Appaloosa’s owner plays with his own band there weekly, as do other local musicians nightly.



	



	•
	As you approach California St., stop in at Visit Denver on your right. Here you will find more brochures, maps, guidebooks, and helpful advice than you will ever know what to do with. They might even direct you to the Dikeou Collection across the street. Located on the fifth floor of the Art Deco Colorado Building, you would never guess there is office after office of wild contemporary art from artists around the world.



	



	•
	Turn left and walk south on California St. On your left is a piece of public art, Vacationland by artist Gary Sweeney (his art can be seen elsewhere in Denver, including at the airport). To your right is the Denver Dry Goods Building, built between 1889 and 1906 and home to the local retailer until the 1980s. It now serves many purposes as lofts, retail space, and offices. To the left at 15th St. and California is Tiri’s Garden, a vegetable garden that also hosts a weekly farmers’ market in the summer. Across 15th St. is the Hyatt Regency, where Peaks Lounge on the 27th floor has fantastic views of the mountains.



	



	•
	As you approach 14th St. and the Colorado Convention Center, you will see large public art on display—there is even more inside the center.



	



	•
	Turn right to walk west on 14th St. By now you have already spotted I See What You Mean, or as most everyone calls it, The Big Blue Bear. Installed in 2005 by artist Lawrence Argent, the 40-foot-tall bear peeking in the convention center windows is by far the city’s most popular and recognized public art. Miniature versions are sold in gift shops such as at the Denver Art Museum and elsewhere.



	



	•
	After cautiously crossing Stout St., where bell-clanging light-rail trains come through, walk to Champa St. On the corner is the Denver Performing Arts Complex, which started with the Municipal Auditorium in 1908 to host the city’s first Democratic National Convention. That historic building is now home to the very modern Ellie Caulkins Opera House. Inside the complex are a handful of other theaters and public art. It’s worth taking a detour through the soaring glass-and-steel open-air atrium to see it all. Note that one block away on 14th and Arapahoe sts. is the Hotel Teatro, a luxury boutique hotel that honors the theater connection with photographs of past productions throughout.



	



	•
	At Curtis St. turn right so that you are on the west side of the street. You can’t miss the All Together Now sculpture just outside of the Curtis Hotel and the Corner Office Restaurant and Martini Bar, both with hip retro touches in style.



	



	•
	Walk north and cross 15th St. Look to your right and one block east on 15th St. you will see the former Denver Gas & Electric Building, which features 13,000 light bulbs on the exterior. After you cross 15th St. make sure you walk over the easy-to-miss sidewalk grates that are actually a piece of brilliant public art, Soundwalk by artist Jim Green. As you step on each grate, different sounds—a clucking chicken, a yodeling woman, subway cars, to name a few—play loudly. By now you will be back on the 16th St. Mall.



	



	•
	Cross over the mall and turn left to walk west again. On your right will be the original Rock Bottom Brewery. In the center strip of the bus lanes are more pieces of functional public art—concrete and ceramic tile chessboards by artists Susan Wick and Doug Eichelberger.



	



	•
	At Arapahoe Street you will be just about face-to-face with the Daniels & Fisher Tower, which is locally called the D&F Tower. This Denver landmark was built in 1910 as part of the Daniels & Fisher Department Store, which was later razed. At the time it was built it was the tallest building west of the Mississippi River. The tower was converted to offices, and in the basement is Lannie’s Clocktower Cabaret, a nightclub featuring local music legend Lannie Garrett. About the only time to go inside the tower (aside from the cabaret) is during a private event or the annual Doors Open Denver architectural tour (denvergov.org/doorsopendenver) in spring.



	



	
	Perhaps the city’s most subtle “park” is also right in front of you. Yes, really. Skyline Park is a linear park that stretches from 15th St. to 18th St. along Arapahoe St. It was considered a highlight of Modernist landscape architecture when it was created in the 1970s. Although the park has been altered from the original design, the geometric fountains are a special feature. In summer free movie nights are held in the park, and in winter you can go ice skating. One of the best food-cart meals in town can also be found in Skyline Park—Biker Jim’s Gourmet Hot Dogs, for those with an appetite for Alaskan reindeer and elk meat hot dogs or buffalo sausage.



	



	•
	Continue walking west on the 16th St. Mall. After crossing Lawrence St. you will see Writer Square on your left. This collection of galleries, restaurants, and shops leads to Larimer Square and into the Lower Downtown Historic District (see Walk 5).



	



	•
	Walk west on 16th St. and next cross Larimer St. Looking to your left you will see—depending on the season—strings of holiday lights or banners draped across the street and marking Larimer Square.



	



	•
	Walk one more block west on 16th St. to Market St. and cross. In the historic building facing Market St. Station is Two-Fisted Mario’s Pizza for all-day and into-the-late-night pizza fixes and Mario’s Double Daughter’s Salotto, a very cool bar with an almost-believable back story. This walk ends at Market Street Station. There are two more pieces of functional public art here too: the giant chess pieces, King and Queen by artist Brian Swanson, are also benches. A great place to have a rest and contemplate the next walk.






BACK STORY: WHO’S WHO OF DESIGN

As you explore Denver, whether downtown or in residential neighborhoods, the names of some of the city’s first architects come up again and again. Here is a short list of the more prominent names and their best-known work:

Frank Edbrooke moved to Denver in 1879 to work for his brother. He designed the Brown Palace Hotel, the Oxford Hotel, the Gas & Electric Building, the Denver Dry Goods Building, and private residences. He is buried at Fairmount Cemetery (see Walk 30).

Temple Hoyne Buell moved to Denver in 1921 for tuberculosis treatment. He designed the Paramount Theatre, the original Cherry Creek Shopping Center (see Walk 18), and more.

William Fisher and Arthur Addison Fisher were brothers whose architecture business expanded to three generations of their family. Fisher & Fisher designed the Denver Tramway Building, Voorhies Memorial, Railway Exchange Building, Rockmount Ranch Wear Building, as well as many schools, homes, and banks. (No connection to the D&F Tower.)

Burnham Hoyt was a Denver native who got his start in architecture in New York City. He designed the Red Rocks Amphitheatre (see Walk 26), Denver Press Club, Daniels and Fisher Department Store, and many other houses and schools.
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Step inside for tea time or reserve a tour of the Brown Palace Hotel in downtown.

POINTS OF INTEREST

The Brown Palace Hotel 321 17th St., 303-297-3111, brownpalace.com

Trinity United Methodist Church 1820 Broadway, 303-839-1493, trinityumc.com

Magnolia Hotel 818 17th St., 303-607-9000, magnoliahoteldenver.com

Hotel Monaco 1717 Champa St., 303-296-1717, monaco-denver.com

Denver Firefighter’s Museum 1326 Tremont St., 303-892-1436, denverfirefightersmuseum.org

Cook’s Fresh Market 1600 Glenarm Pl., 303-893-2277, cooksfreshmarket.com

Paramount Theatre 1621 Glenarm Pl., 303-825-4904, denverparamount.com

Denver Press Club 1330 Glenarm Pl., 303-571-5260, denverpressclub.org

Appaloosa Grill 535 16th St., 720-932-1700, apaloosagrill.com

Dikeou Collection 1615 California St. #515, 303-623-3001, dikeoucollection.org

Peaks Lounge at Hyatt Regency 650 15th St., 303-436-1234, denverregency.hyatt.com

Denver Performing Arts Complex 1101 13th St., 303-893-4000, denvercenter.org

Hotel Teatro 1100 14th St., 303-228-1100, hotelteatro.com

The Curtis 1405 Curtis St., 303-571-0300, thecurtis.com

Corner Office Restaurant and Martini Bar 1401 Curtis St., 303-825-6500, thecornerofficedenver.com

Rock Bottom Brewery 1001 16th St., 303-534-7616, rockbottom.com

D&F Tower 16th and Arapahoe sts.

Lannie’s Clocktower Cabaret 1601 Arapahoe St., 303-293-0075, lannies.com

Skyline Park 1125 16th St.

Two-Fisted Mario’s Pizza 1626 Market St., 303-623-3523, twofistedmarios.com

Mario’s Double Daughter’s Salotto 1632 Market St., 303-623-3504, doubledaughters.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the Civic Center Station end of the 16th Street Mall and Broadway. 



	



	2.
	 
	Walk north down Broadway to 17th St. and cross.



	



	3.
	 
	Turn left and cross Broadway.



	



	4.
	 
	Turn right and walk down Broadway one block to Tremont St.



	



	5.
	 
	Turn left and walk two blocks to the 16th Street Mall.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn right and walk to California St.



	



	7.
	 
	Turn left and walk to 14th St.



	



	8.
	 
	Turn right to walk to Curtis St.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn right to walk back to the 16th Street Mall. 



	



	10.
	 
	Turn left and walk to Market Street Station. 
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7 PLATTE RIVER VALLEY: FROM GOLD RUSH BUST TO MODERN PLAYGROUND 




BOUNDARIES: Wewatta St., Cherry Creek, South Platte River, 19th St., Little Raven St.

DISTANCE: 2 miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free on-street parking for 2 hours is along Little Raven St.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: Denver B-cycle station on Little Raven St. (denverbcycle.com); light-rail train stops at Union Station half block from starting point on Wewatta St.; free RTD Mall Shuttle stops at Union Station.



Denver’s Platte River Valley is exploding with development, energy, and an appreciation for the enduring history in this part of the city. Confluence Park is the birthplace of the Mile High City. In 1858, prospectors discovered a bit of gold along the South Platte River, just above the confluence with Cherry Creek, and it wasn’t long after that the city of Denver was officially founded. Although the gold find turned out to be a bust, the town grew as a supply post and place for miners to escape from the harsh mountain winters where more substantial gold and silver mines were worked. The proximity to water in this arid land drew prospectors, Native Americans, and the earliest developers: John Brisben Walker opened the city’s first amusement park, complete with medieval castle and riverboats, in 1887 on what is now Commons Park. 

Today there are kayakers, sunbathers, and beachgoers frolicking in the waters of the confluence during summer’s hottest days. As cyclists, joggers, pedestrians, and dog walkers navigate the paths alongside the creek and river, the grassy lawns of Commons Park are filled with people in fitness classes, playing a casual game of Frisbee or football, flying kites, and more in summer or sledding and skiing in the winter. Others are rolling along on skateboards or inline skates and headed for the ramps and bowls of the Denver Skatepark north of Commons Park.



	•
	Start on the northwest corner of 16th and Wewatta sts. on the eastern flank of the Millennium Bridge and follow the sidewalk south as it curves around past Delgany St. Cross 15th St. at the intersection and go right.



	



	•
	Walk one block west and cross Delgany St. and you will find yourself at the entrance of the Museum of Contemporary Art Denver. Well, the entrance is in fact somewhat hidden in this black glass cube of modernism designed by architect David Adjaye (walk down the outdoor hallway and turn right to enter the museum). Inside visitors will find the latest exhibitions, as well as a room for families to create art together and a rooftop café with local beer, coffee, and tasty foods.



	



	•
	Turn left and walk two blocks down Delgany St. to Cherry Creek.



	



	•
	Turn right just before the footbridge and proceed down the ramp that merges with the footpath alongside Cherry Creek. (Note that there are paths on both sides of the creek: one designated for pedestrians, the other for bicyclists.) Soon you will pass Venice on the Creek, a gondola ride offered in the summer months, and on the creek you will see chutes that are opened or closed to allow the gondola to pass easily. On your right are some of the new condominiums that have sprouted up around the Platte Valley within the past ten years.



	



	•
	As you approach the confluence with the South Platte River, veer to the right and take the ramp up. Go right again when the ramp curves. At the top of the ramp, look left to see oversized granite sculptures of leaves and fishes by artist Andrew Dufford. Kids love to climb in and over these silly sculptures.



	



	•
	Turn right over the footbridge that spans Cherry Creek. The grass- and flower-covered hill on the other side is actually a landfill of garbage retrieved from the river’s most polluted days in the 1960s. In summer this hill is packed with people enjoying free movie and concert nights.



	



	•
	Turn left off the bridge and walk until the path forks.



	



	•
	Take the right fork, staying somewhat straight until you are parallel with Little Raven St. Walk under Speer Blvd., where there are huge painted murals called Confluent People by artist Emanuel Martinez on both sides. The 10,000-square-foot mural shows enormous faces of Denver’s diverse population—with different ethnicities, genders, and ages represented—with much smaller figures reflected in the sunglasses on each face. Look for animals native to the South Platte River and Central Platte Valley in the mural also.



	



	•
	Turn right into Centennial Gardens just beyond the underpass. Centennial Gardens is modeled on French formal gardens but uses primarily native and drought-tolerant plants such as lavendar, penstemon, juniper, and more. The gardens are typically open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. The paths circle around splashing fountains, past neat hedgerows, and lead to shaded benches under a small pavilion.



	



	•
	After looping through Centennial Gardens, exit back onto Little Raven St. and turn left to walk north toward the Speer Blvd. underpass.



	



	•
	Just before the underpass, go left on the shared pedestrian and bike path. This short path ends at the South Platte River.



	



	•
	Turn right and walk under another section of Speer Blvd. as you walk north. As you come out from under the bridge, chances are you will feel the warm sun on your face any time of the year. As ducks and the occasional heron muck about in the water below, it is easy to imagine how the natural and gentle beauty of this place drew people who had just crossed the dry plains or clambered down from the harsh mountains. Although it is like a crowded beach with children and adults splashing about with colorful inner tubes and water toys on hot summer days, signs do say not to get in the water here.



	



	•
	Cross the first footbridge you come to on your left. As you cross the bridge, look to the southwest to see the Rocky Mountains and to the east to see the downtown skyline. If it’s summer, you might see the Platte Valley Trolley waiting on the other side of the bridge. Back in 1871 the first horse-drawn trolley arrived in Denver, only to be replaced by cable cars, which in turn were replaced by electric trolley cars that took people all over the city. By 1950, cars and buses drove the trolley cars out of town. This historic “Breezer” trolley takes riders a short distance to the west, making stops at Downtown Aquarium and the Children’s Museum of Denver, which are also accessible on the bike and pedestrian path.



	



	•
	Turn right as you leave the bridge. On your right is a river overlook where you can stop and get pictures with the city skyline and Confluence Park as a backdrop. Here you will also see a large plaque that gives a detailed history of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River. Once these seemingly gentle waterways caused catastrophic floods before they were dammed, only to become severely polluted with toxic waste, cars, mattresses, and all kinds of garbage. Finally they were cleaned up in the 1970s to create the beautiful urban park you see today.



	



	•
	If you were to walk straight to 15th St. and turn left, you would find both Mona’s Restaurant for breakfast and lunch and My Brother’s Bar for beer and burgers at both lunch and dinner. Brother’s is one of Denver’s oldest bars and made moderately famous because Jack Kerouac’s pal Neal Cassady was a regular. Cassady’s jailhouse note about settling his bar tab is on display there.



	



	•
	But save dining out for later and now stay on the path that hugs the river. Turn right at the first ramp after the plaque and walk down as it zigzags parallel to the South Platte River. The ramp levels off on Shoemaker Plaza, named for Joe Shoemaker, the man credited with revitalizing Confluence Park. Continue walking north and follow the sign that points to PLATTE RIVER TRAIL. Stay on the sidewalk path as it zigs and zags a little more and goes under 15th St.



	



	•
	Turn left to go up the stairs just after you walk under a footbridge spanning the river.



	



	•
	Turn left again at the top of the stairs and take the bridge east over the South Platte River. Often you can watch kayakers run the man-made rapids between Confluence Park and this bridge or see people playing with their dogs in the shallow water.



	



	•
	Follow the path as it curves gently to the left off the bridge. Then take a hard left at the base of the grassy hill.



	



	•
	Go right at the next juncture and head north. Often this is where the sounds of the river and birdsongs drown out the city noises. On your right you cannot miss the park’s signature piece of public art, Common Ground by artist Barbara Grygutis. This sculptural stone amphitheater is made from Colorado native lava rock. The staircase leads to a ramp that seems to merge with the path on the other side of the sculpture; it is meant to be walked in so don’t be shy.



	



	•
	Continue walking north as you pass the sculpture, keeping the river on your left. The sidewalk path continues north and then curves east to a juncture.



	



	•
	Go left at the juncture and walk north again, this time with flagstone walls, benches, and ornamental grasses to your right.



	



	•
	Commons Park ends at 19th St. across from the Denver Skatepark, where any day of the year there are skateboarders and rollerbladers sliding across the concrete bowls.



	



	•
	Turn right and walk a short distance to the first gravel footpath and turn right again to walk south back through Commons Park. Keep walking south when the gravel path merges with the sidewalk again near Common Ground.



	



	•
	Walk around the hill on your right as you continue south. At the top of the grassy hill is a Sky Garden made of black granite. Often mistaken for a sundial and more public art, it is actually an installation piece put in by the landscape architects who designed the park. It points to ordinal North, South, East, and West. The view from this hilltop is pretty spectacular in any direction and can be another photo-op spot in any season. While there is no formal path or trail up the hill, winter sledders have made a scar on the north side that can serve as a trail.



	



	•
	Turn left on the path just past the public restrooms. Little Raven St. just ahead was named for Chief Little Raven, one of the “Peace Chiefs” who desperately tried to save this land for his people, the Arapaho, without bloodshed (see sidebar).



	



	•
	Cross Little Raven St., first passing Zengo, a great place to stop in for dinner and drinks. If it is earlier in the day, get a cup of hot coffee and a bagel at Café Ink! on your right. Walk east and head up the stairs of the Millennium Bridge, which is a funny mix of past and present with modern shiny glass and brick apartment buildings on either side and coal trains rumbling under foot on tracks below the bridge. You have completed the loop for this walk. Be sure to take in the views once again—this is a popular place for fashion shoots and even a fashion show, so make the most of the location for your own candid shots.





BACK STORY: THE LAND OF PEACE CHIEFS

The fact is, the land under our feet belonged to the Native Americans—specifically the Arapaho and Southern Cheyenne tribes—long before 1858. Approximately 1,500 Arapaho and Southern Cheyenne camped in the confluence area and lived off the buffalo that roamed these plains. When white men began coming to the area, Chief Little Raven told them to take all the gold, but remember the land belonged to the Native Americans. He and other chiefs who tried to coexist with the settlers were called the Peace Chiefs because they did not advocate bloodshed. As they signed treaties, others fought with the white men. In 1861 the Fort Wise Treaty pushed the tribes to southeastern Colorado, where many were executed in a surprise raid in the Sand Creek Massacre of 1864. “It will be a very hard thing to leave the country that God has gave us,” he said. “Our friends are buried there, and we hate to leave these grounds.” Little Raven and his family ended up on a barren reservation in Oklahoma. Meanwhile the Cheyenne Dog Soldiers who fought bitterly against white settlers went on to join the United States Military and fight in both world wars and other battles. 



POINTS OF INTEREST

Museum of Contemporary Art Denver 1485 Delgany St., 303-298-7554, mcadenver.org

Venice on the Creek Creekfront Plaza, 303-893-0750, veniceonthecreek.org

Centennial Gardens 1101 Little Raven St., denvergov.org

Platte Valley Trolley 15th and Platte sts., 303-458-6255, denvertrolley.org

Confluence Park 15th St. between Platte and Little Raven sts.

Downtown Aquarium 700 Water St., 303-561-4450, aquariumrestaurants.com

The Children’s Museum of Denver 2121 Children’s Museum Dr., 720-865-3585, mychildsmuseum.org

Mona’s Restaurant 2364 15th St., 303-455-4503, monasrestaurant.com

My Brother’s Bar 2376 15th St., 303-455-9991

Commons Park 15th and Little Raven sts.

Denver Skatepark 2205 19th St., denverskatepark.com

Zengo 1610 Little Raven St., 720-904-0965, modernmexican.com

Café Ink! 1590 Little Raven St., 720-214-111, inkcoffee.com

Millennium Bridge 16th St. between Wewatta and Little Raven sts.

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the 16th St. and Wewatta St. intersection. Walk south on Wewatta St. to 15th St. and cross.



	



	2.
	 
	Go west on 15th St. to Delgany St. Turn left on Delgany St. and walk to Cherry Creek.



	



	3.
	 
	Turn right at Cherry Creek and walk on footpath to the next ramp. Follow ramp to footbridge and go right.



	



	4.
	 
	Go left on other side of bridge. 



	



	5.
	 
	Take a soft right at footpath intersection and walk toward Little Raven St.



	



	6.
	 
	Go right and walk parallel to Little Raven St.



	



	7.
	 
	Centennial Gardens is on right of sidewalk.



	



	8.
	 
	Cut through Centennial Gardens to reach the South Platte River trail or loop through the gardens and take the footpath just before the Speer Blvd. underpass.



	



	9.
	 
	Follow the South Platte River Trail north briefly under Speer Blvd.



	



	10.
	 
	Go left at the first footbridge and head west across the South Platte River.



	



	11.
	 
	Turn right after crossing bridge.



	



	12.
	 
	Walk north staying on sloping and zigzagging sidewalk parallel to South Platte River.



	



	13.
	 
	Take stairs up and off of the South Platte River Trail.



	



	14.
	 
	Go left at top of stairs to cross footbridge spanning the South Platte River.



	



	15.
	 
	Follow the path left after crossing bridge.



	



	16.
	 
	Go right to stay in park along sidewalk.



	



	17.
	 
	The path will wind slightly, staying mostly north, then curving east.



	



	18.
	 
	At the juncture, go left and continue north. 



	



	19.
	 
	The park ends at 19th St. Turn right on sidewalk.



	



	20.
	 
	Go right at the first gravel path and walk south to loop back into Commons Park.



	



	21.
	 
	Continue walking south when gravel path becomes sidewalk again. 



	



	22.
	 
	Just past the restrooms on your left, turn left and cross Little Raven St.



	



	23.
	 
	Walk east and go up the stairs of Millennium Bridge.
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Learn about the Native Americans who lived in this area before it became a city in 1858.
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8 LOHI: A TASTE OF THE HIGHLANDS




BOUNDARIES: Platte St., 16th St./32nd Ave., Clay St., 33rd Ave., Osage St., Central St.

DISTANCE: 2.5 miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Metered 2-hour parking is on Platte St. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT: Both the 32 and 44 RTD buses stop on 15th St. at Platte St.; Denver B-cycle (denverbcycle.com) station at base of Highland Bridge on 16th and Platte St.



The neighborhood to the west of downtown is commonly called the Highlands, but it is actually a blend of historic towns and communities that were founded independent of one another and served as home for various immigrant populations over the years. The name “LoHi” is a popular nickname for Lower Highlands, but it is not an official district name. This walk takes you from historic “North Denver” beginning on Platte Street and up through what was once the town of Highland and then clips the edge of the Potter-Highlands district. Part of this tour covers what was once Acacia Cemetery in 1866, which was later moved to City Cemetery and then to Riverside Cemetery (see Walk 12). Today an old mortuary building has been turned into a home for popular restaurants, and the entire walk is sprinkled with good eats. You can start at the crack of dawn for coffee and pastries, move on to a hearty lunch with a view, pick a place for a remarkable dinner made with locally grown produce, and then move on for after-dinner drinks. While sipping, consider discussing the unique history of this former town whose leaders strove to make this a puritanical Eden with limits on everything from kite flying to alcohol (liquor licenses were a prohibitive $5,000 annual fee) and more in keeping with their strict moral code. I think they might approve of the ice cream parlors of today though, so go enjoy your dessert.



	•
	Start the walk on the northwest corner of Platte and 15th sts. Walk north on Platte St. There are a handful of terrific eateries and shops along this street. First up will be Proto’s Pizzeria, next is House of Commons for the tea and crumpet fix, the strong aroma wafting out of the Savory Spice Shop might lure you inside, and Paris on the Platte is the place for a strong cup of coffee and a pastry or a sandwich down here.



	



	•
	At 16th St. turn left toward the Highland Bridge. Before ascending the steps, you might notice another restaurant on your left, Colt & Gray, which is open for dinners featuring Colorado-sourced fare. As you walk up the steps, you can’t miss the bright red public art sculpture, National Velvet, by artist John McEnroe, which was installed in 2008. Cross the bridge as you walk west.



	



	•
	Take the left fork as the bridge reaches Central St. on the other side of Interstate 25. Cross Central St. and walk west up 16th St. On your left will be the Masterpiece Deli, which serves a pretty perfect sandwich. Sweet tooth alert: A couple doors south from Masterpiece is Living the Sweet Life, a cupcake, cookie, and candy shop.



	



	•
	Cross Boulder St. as you continue on 17th St., where the old Olinger mortuary is finding new life as a home to popular restaurants. To your left is Lola’s, with modern Mexican cuisine, and Vita, with jazz music and a contemporary menu, and both places feature very busy patio bar scenes. The giant, silver, old-fashioned milk can tucked in behind the mortuary is Little Man Ice Cream, where lines stretch out into the street for their cool treats on hot summer days and nights.



	



	•
	As you cross 30th Ave. and veer right to walk north, note that the street grid has changed and 16th St. has divided to become both 30th Ave. going west and Tejon St. going north. On your right across the street is Hirshorn Park, a popular playground for the many families in this neighborhood and the site of the annual old-fashioned Fourth of July celebration.



	



	•
	Cross 31st Ave. and turn left to walk one block.



	



	•
	Cross Umatilla St. and turn right. This little block gives a glimpse into the common houses that were built here originally. These houses date from 1886 through 1901.



	



	•
	Turn left at 32nd Ave. and walk west. These next few blocks are the epicenter of real estate development in the neighborhood right now, which makes for an odd mix of sparkling new modern townhouses and FOR SALE signs on historic buildings or empty lots. Look south as you cross Vallejo St. and you’ll see the historic Asbury Church (the church has been partially renovated into lofts) whose bell tower can be seen from downtown streets a mile away. At the corner of 32nd Ave. and Wyandot St. sits Our Merciful Savior Episcopal Church, which was built here in 1890 and has barely changed since with the same pews, stained glass, and organ as when they first opened.



	



	
	Just ahead at Zuni St. and 32nd Ave. is where the neighborhood has been successfully redeveloped already with a handful of terrific restaurants. On this side of the street alone there is Pasquini’s Pizzeria, Zio Romolo’s Alley Bar, and the Wooden Spoon Café & Bakery with pastries and sandwiches (don’t miss the flaky croissants). And a few blocks farther west you will find some older establishments that reflect the Hispanic culture in the Highlands: La Mexicana Taqueria and Taqueria Patzcuaro.



	



	•
	Turn right at Clay St. and cross 32nd Ave.



	



	•
	Turn right again and walk east back down 32nd Ave. On your left will be Park Burger—featuring seasonal fresh fruit shakes and beef and buffalo burgers—and Spuntino, with delicious Italian small plates, gourmet popsicles, and some of Denver’s best gelato. The house at 2611 W. 32nd Ave. was once owned by the Coors family, of the Coors Brewery (see Walk 28).



	



	
	As you approach Zuni St. again, there is a fabulous restaurant that is a must for dinner or brunch. Duo has a seasonal menu influenced by locally grown ingredients. Duo and The Gallop Café—a coffee shop on the corner—are both on the ground floor of the historic Weir building. This is the starting point for the annual Fourth of July parade and picnic that fills the street as it winds down to Hirshorn Park.



	



	
	As you cross Wyandot St. again look north and you can see the tiny In Season Local Market, a shop that only sells Colorado grown and raised foods. At Tejon St. look south and you can see Pikes Peak when standing on the southeast corner of this intersection. The LoHi Steakbar on this corner is a decent place for a burger and beer. One block away is the Squeaky Bean, a café that serves delicious food all day and offers an incredible wine and cocktail list. Just past Shoshone St. as you continue east on 32nd Ave., you will find yourself walking between a century with modest brick bungalows from 1906 on the left and modern townhouses built in 2008 on the right.



	



	•
	Cross Pecos St. and turn left. Walk one block and you will see the mission-style Capuchin order of Poor Clares and Monastery of Our Lady of Light in the former St. Patrick’s Church. It is unusual to see this architectural style in Denver.



	



	•
	Turn right on 33rd Ave. and walk one block. At the corner of 33rd Ave. and Osage St. is Root Down, a hip restaurant that highlights the building’s past as a working garage in its décor and grows some of its own produce on site. There are great downtown views on the east side of Root Down where they have a patio.



	



	•
	Turn right on Osage St. and walk one block.



	



	•
	Turn right on 32nd Ave. and follow the sidewalk as it curves around Gateway Park on your right and you walk south along Central St. To the east you will have a view of Coors Field baseball stadium (see Walk 5) and the downtown skyline.



	



	•
	Turn left and cross Central St. when you reach the Highland Bridge again at 16th St. Walk east over the bridge and back down the steps to Platte St.





BACK STORY: A THIRST FOR CIVILIZATION

“Water is everything,” wrote the Denver Tribune in 1874, as the author went on to describe the land around this city as a rugged desert to be conquered. Indeed, what now seem like mere bumps in the land—Highlands, Capitol Hill—were like the mountains to the west when it came to finding a way to route enough water for early development. Smith’s Ditch, a 25-mile trench, drew water from the Platte River to the dusty Capitol Hill area by 1867. Certainly the Highlands also relied on irrigated water as well, but this is also where the country’s first artesian well water company was founded in 1886. According to Ruth Eloise Wiberg’s book, Rediscovering Northwest Denver, this was a time when other Denver residents had sieves on their faucets to catch the small fish that came through the new pipes with the Platte River water. That fresh artesian well water was quite welcome, and by 1886 there were over 130 artesian wells throughout Denver.
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Little Man Ice Cream is part of the LoHi neighborhood’s busy dining scene.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Proto’s Pizzeria 2401 15th St., 720-855-9400, protospizza.com

The House of Commons 2401 15th St., 303-455-4832, houseofcommonstea.com

Savory Spice 1537 Platte St., 720-283-2232, savoryspiceshop.com

Paris on the Platte 1553 Platte St., 303-455-2451, parisontheplatte.com

Colt & Gray 1553 Platte St. #120, 303-477-1447, coltandgray.com

Masterpiece Deli 1575 Central St., 303-561-3354, masterpiecedeli.com

Living the Sweet Life 1535 Central St., 303-477-8088, livingthesweetlifedenver.com

Lola’s 1575 Boulder St., 720-570-8686, loladenver.com

Vita 1575 Boulder St., 303-477-4600, vitadenver.com

Little Man Ice Cream 2620 16th St., 303-455-3811, littlemanicecream.com

Our Merciful Savior Episcopal Church 2222 W. 32nd Ave.

Pasquini’s Pizzeria 2400 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-4900, pasquinis.com

Zio Romolo’s Alley Bar 2400 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-0395, zioromolos.com

The Wooden Spoon Bakery & Café 2418 W. 32nd Ave., 303-999-0327

La Mexicana Taqueria 2538 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-3008

Taqueria Patzcuaro 2616 W. 32nd Ave., 303-455-4389, patzcuaros.com

Park Burger 2643 W. 32nd Ave., 303-862-8461, parkburger.com

Spuntino 2639 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-0949, spuntinodenver.com

Duo 2413 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-4141, duodenver.com

Gallop Café 2401 W. 32nd Ave., 303-455-5650, gallopcafe.com

In Season Local Market 3210 Wyandot St., 720-366-1544, inseasonlocalmarket.com

LoHi Steakbar 3200 Tejon St., 303-927-6334, lohisteakbar.com

The Squeaky Bean 3301 Tejon St., 303-284-0053, thesqueakybean.net

Capuchin Poor Clares of Denver 3325 Pecos St.

Root Down 1600 W. 32nd Ave., 303-993-4200, rootdowndenver.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Begin on the northwest corner of 15th and Platte sts. Walk north to 16th St.



	



	2.
	 
	Turn left and walk up the stairs of the Highland Bridge. Walk west over the bridge.



	



	3.
	 
	Take the left fork and cross Central St. Walk up 16th St., crossing Boulder St.



	



	4.
	 
	Veer right as 16th St. turns into both 30th St. and Tejon St. Walk north on Tejon St.



	



	5.
	 
	Cross 31st Ave. and turn left.



	



	6.
	 
	Cross Umatilla St. and turn right.



	



	7.
	 
	Turn left on 32nd Ave. and walk west to Clay St.



	



	8.
	 
	Turn right at Clay St. to cross 32nd Ave.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn right and walk east on 32nd Ave. to Pecos St.



	



	10.
	 
	Turn left and walk one block to 33rd Ave.



	



	11.
	 
	Turn right and walk one block to Osage St.



	



	12.
	 
	Turn right and walk one block to 32nd Ave.



	



	13.
	 
	Follow the sidewalk right as 32nd Ave. wraps around Gateway Park and merges with Central St.



	



	14.
	 
	Walk south on Central St. to 16th St.



	



	15.
	 
	Turn left on 16th St. and cross Central St. to reach the Highland Bridge.



	



	16.
	 
	Walk east over the Highland Bridge to Platte St.
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Pedestrians and cyclists can go from downtown to the LoHi neighborhood over the Highland Bridge.
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9 HIGHLANDS SQUARE: IT’S HIP TO BE SQUARE




BOUNDARIES: Grove St., Speer Blvd., 32nd Ave. Perry St.

DISTANCE: ½ mile to 1 mile

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free 2-hour parking on streets

PUBLIC TRANSIT: RTD 32 bus stops at Highland Park.



Some might say that Highlands Square is the heart of the Highlands neighborhood, with its cluster of locally owned shops and restaurants within easy walking distances to blocks and blocks of charming historic homes. It should be noted though that there is no actual square, but rather a few consecutive blocks with businesses shoulder-to-shoulder, which makes it an ideal place for an afternoon or evening stroll. Highlands Square is host to a few annual events, which can help you plan the best time for a walk. In June there is the annual street fair—which has been going on for more than 25 years—as well as a sidewalk sale; in every season except winter on the third Thursday of each month there is a sort of wandering happy hour along the avenue; Halloween brings trick or treating with costumed children going door to door in daylight; and during the holidays there are horse-drawn carriage rides.



	•
	Begin this walk on the western edge of Highland Park at Grove St. Back across the park is Woodbury Library. The library is named for Brigadier General Roger W. Woodbury, who came to Denver in 1866 as a Civil War Veteran and became a businessman, politician, and first president of the Denver Chamber of Commerce. Woodbury was a founder of the public library and persuaded Andrew Carnegie to make a large donation. This library is the only reminder of Woodbury’s Denver life, since his own palatial home in the neighborhood was razed in the 1950s. The library was designed by architect J. J. B. Benedict (see Walk 24).



	



	•
	Cross Grove St. On the corner behind the hedges is the landmark-designated Bosler House, built in 1891, and down the street is what was once the Tilden Health School and Sanitarium, likely serving tuberculosis patients as well as others (Dr. John H. Tilden is considered one of the pioneers of natural medicine in the United States). Tuberculosis brought many people in search of a cure for the fatal illness to Denver as they sought relief in the thin, dry, clean air. It has even been said that tuberculosis brought more people to settle in the Mile High City than the possibility of mining riches did. Research shows that one third of Colorado residents in 1900 had the disease. Being situated literally above the pollution of Denver’s downtown made Highlands a natural setting for sanitariums where patients could rest and recuperate—in both semi-permanent tent camps and hospitals. The city’s largest tubercular home was a complex of 25 buildings just east of Federal Blvd. on 32nd Ave. until the early 1930s when it was closed. Some of those who came here seeking a cure became prominent citizens, such as popular Mayor Robert Speer. All of the structures on this block at one time served as some sort of health-care facility, and some have now been converted to condominiums.



	



	•
	Cross Fairview Pl. and walk west on Grove St. one block.



	



	•
	Cross Grove St. again to reach the crosswalk at Green Ct. and Speer Blvd.



	



	•
	Cross Speer Blvd. and begin walking west on 32nd Ave. At Irving St. will be The Denver Bread Company, where you must stop in for at least a sample bite of their heavenly bread or the Victory + Love cookies they sell.



	



	•
	Cross Irving St. and continue walking on 32nd Ave. Though a continuous block, this next stretch past small Victorian-era homes feels like at least two blocks. At Julian St. you begin to enter the business district of Highlands Square, with Three Dogs Tavern on the left side of the street. If you like a game of pool with your beer, this is the neighborhood spot for you.



	



	
	After you cross Julian St. and continue west on 32nd Ave., you will see Happy Cakes Bakeshop and Westside Books on the south side of the street. I love the mini cupcakes at Happy Cakes, and Westside Books offers an intriguing mix of used, new, and unusual books. Uncommon Thread Denim Boutique on the right has a large selection of designer jeans and helpful staff so you can find the perfect pair. Stella’s specializes in hearty and creative Italian cuisine, and my absolute favorite neighborhood restaurant is Bang! The entrance to Bang! is down the narrow corridor between buildings—like a secret passageway to lunch or dinner—and the kitchen is in the storefront where they make award-winning pies and meatloaf with mashed potatoes. Common Grounds is a very popular coffee shop with free WiFi, and back across the street is the Coral Room, with an unexpectedly sophisticated menu and bar.



	



	
	As you cross Lowell St., take notice of St. Kilian’s Cheese Shop to your right, where you can ask for a sample of the unique cheeses before buying. St. Kilian’s is where I like to stop in for the perfect picnic or hiking snacks. To your left on 32nd Ave. are The Perfect Petal for flowers, gifts, and cards and Real Baby for expectant parents or children under five who need the latest gear. On the right will be Strut for fashionable shoes, Dragonfly with stylish clothes for women, and MAX is the outlet store for MAX of Cherry Creek (see Walk 18), where top designer clothes for women can be found. Mead St. Station is another neighborhood staple with live music and dependably good burgers and salads.



	



	
	At the corner of Meade St. you’ll see Kismet—a gem of a place for women’s accessories—and Wordshop tucked in behind it, for those still using stationery and stamps (like me!). You don’t just have to walk by the historic houses on this tour—you can go right inside. Stop in at Nostalgic Homes in the 1890 house at 3737 32nd Ave. to see inside a gorgeous historic home and maybe see what’s for sale nearby too.



	



	
	Just before Perry St. you will pass the Highland Garden Café, another historic home turned into a successful business in the neighborhood. This restaurant is ideal for a special family brunch or date night. On the south side of 32nd Ave. there is the Highland Pacific Restaurant and Bar, which features delectable carrot fritters and seafood with live local musicians playing on select nights. Next door is Basil Doc’s for pizza, which is mostly for ordering out but they offer a small casual eat-in space too.



	



	•
	The walk can end here and you can loop back to the starting point—after stopping to shop and eat, of course—or you can walk south down Perry St. (or any of the streets you have just crossed) about one mile to 25th St., then west to Tennyson St. and to Sloan’s Lake Park. The next chapter provides detail on a walk around Sloan’s Lake Park (Walk 10).





BACK STORY: HIGHLANDS HISTORY

As Denver and the Highlands neighborhoods were being settled in the 1800s, immigrant populations were carving out their own niches. The Highlands area attracted working-class German, English, Irish, and Italian immigrants who moved to North Denver and established their own churches, shops, and restaurants specializing in their own cultural heritage. The Italians were probably the most deeply established; parts of the Highlands were known as Little Italy for many years, and there were Italian language newspapers and a bank. As time went on, groups would complain of being pushed out by the next larger one, and the last were the Italians who were seemingly replaced by Latinos. Today that population is being edged out by gentrification, though there are still vestiges of those former cultures—particularly Italian and Latino—sprinkled throughout the Highlands.
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Dine on classic favorites like meatloaf and mashed potatoes with award-winning desserts at Bang! in Highlands Square.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Highland Park 32nd Ave. and Federal Blvd.

Woodbury Library 3265 Federal Blvd., denverlibrary.org

The Denver Bread Company 3200 Irving St., 303-455-7194, thedenverbreadcompany.com

Three Dogs Tavern 3390 W. 32nd Ave., 720-854-1277, threedogstavern.com

Happy Cakes Bakeshop 3434 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-3556, happycakesdenver.com

Westside Books 3434 W. 32nd Ave., 303-480-0220, westsidebooks.com

The Uncommon Thread 3455 W. 32nd Ave., 303-635-6790, theuncommonthreadclothing.com

Trattoria Stella 3470 W. 32nd Ave., 303-458-1128

Bang! 3472 W. 32nd Ave., 303-455-1117, bangdenver.com

Common Grounds 3484 W. 32nd Ave., 303-458-5248, commongroundscoffeehouse.com

The Coral Room 3849 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-2535, coralroom.com

St. Kilian’s Cheese Shop 3211 Lowell Blvd., 303-477-0374, stkilianscheeseshop.com

The Perfect Petal 3600 W. 32nd Ave., 303-480-0966, theperfectpetal.com

Real Baby 3600 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-2229, realbabyinc.com

Strut 3611 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-3361, strutdenver.com

Dragon Fly 3615 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-6331, dragonflydenver.com

MAX 3617 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-7253, maxfashion.com

Mead St. Station 3625 W. 32nd Ave., 303-433-2138, meadststation.com

Kismet 3640 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-3378, kismetaccessories.com

Wordshop 3180 Meade St., 303-477-9673, wordshopdenver.com

Highlands Garden Café 3927 W. 32nd Ave., 303-458-5920, highlandsgardencafe.com

Highland Pacific Restaurant and Bar 3934 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-6644, highlandpacific.net

Basil Doc’s 3930 W. 32nd Ave., 303-477-5400, basildocs.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the western edge of Highland Park. Cross Grove St.



	



	2.
	 
	Turn left to cross Fairview Pl. Walk south on Grove St. to Speer Blvd.



	



	3.
	 
	Turn left to cross Grove St. and walk to crosswalk.



	



	4.
	 
	Turn right and cross Speer Blvd.



	



	5.
	 
	Walk west on 32nd Ave. to Perry St. 



	



	6.
	 
	To make it a loop, walk east on 32nd Ave. back to Irving St.



	



	7.
	 
	Cross 32nd Ave. at Irving St. and turn right to walk one block to Speer Blvd.



	



	8.
	 
	Cross Speer Blvd. and turn left to walk to Grove St.



	



	9.
	 
	Walk east on Grove St. to 32nd Ave.



	



	10.
	 
	Cross 32nd Ave. to Highland Park. 
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10 SLOAN’S LAKE PARK: PICK YOUR VIEW




BOUNDARIES: Sheridan Blvd., 26th Ave., 17th Ave., Stuart St./20th Ave./Lakeshore Dr. 

DISTANCE: 3 miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free parking is available in lots around the outskirts of the park.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: The 28 RTD Bus runs along 26th Ave. 



It has jokingly been called Sloan’s Leak for the amusing way this large urban lake was discovered. In 1861 farmer Thomas Sloan was digging a well for desperately needed water on these dry plains, only to check on it later and find a flood in his fields. By the time it was done gushing, and Denver citizens and Native Americans alike had come out on horseback to watch it, Farmer Sloan had a 200-acre lake where his crops were supposed to be. It quickly became a popular recreation spot and remains so today as Denver’s second-largest park. The Rocky Mountain vista to the west offers gorgeous views, particularly at sunset, and to the east looking over the tree canopies of the Highlands neighborhood is the downtown Denver skyline. Sloan’s Lake itself is ringed by a sidewalk where you see parents pushing their jogging strollers, cyclists zipping past, and pedestrians ambling by; out on the water look for boaters in canoes, kayaks, and sailboats, all with various wildlife splashing around. The park is host to the annual Colorado Dragon Boat Festival, a celebration of Asian cultures and an elaborately decorated boat race across the lake. 

Note: As in other park walks, footpaths do cross roads within the park. Please use caution when off the designated footpath. Also keep in mind that there is very little shade along this walk.



	•
	Begin this walk from the north side parking lot at 26th Ave. and Tennyson St. by the tennis courts. Walk toward the playground and follow the concrete sidewalk path to the left as it slopes downhill. Continue downhill toward the lake as the concrete path becomes black asphalt.



	



	•
	Cautiously cross Byron Pl. near 24th Ave., as this is a regular street with car traffic.



	



	•
	Walk to the concrete path that circumvents the lake and turn right. Keep in mind that this wide path is shared by pedestrians and cyclists. This is your first view of the snow-capped Rocky Mountains to the west. At the time of this writing, improvements to the lake and park were underway. By summer 2011, visitors to Sloan’s Lake Park should see a reconstructed historic jetty with pavilion on the north side of the lake, 60 slips for rental boats, food concessions at the historic boathouse, and restrooms and basketball and tennis courts will be moved and improved in some places.



	



	
	To your right, back across Byron Pl. you will notice the hodgepodge of architectural vintages and styles in the houses of this neighborhood. There are tri-level moderns next door to Spanish-style villas and everything in between. This was the last area of the Highlands to be built up.



	



	
	As you approach Sheridan Blvd., take note of a sign on your right near a dock. The sign has one historical photograph of boaters in the lake’s early days, as well as detailed information on the water quality. Despite the fact that the lake is open to fishing, boating, and even water-skiing, it is polluted. The lake is stocked with carp, channel catfish, rainbow trout, and more. Permits are required for boating and licenses for fishing, which is only allowed from the shore. Sloan’s Lake does partially freeze over in winter, but it is not solid enough for people to walk on it.



	



	•
	Stay on the path as it curves to the left and becomes parallel with Sheridan Blvd. Just across this busy street is the town of Edgewater, founded in 1861 and part of Jefferson County. As the Highlands neighborhood has become increasingly popular and pricey, Edgewater has gained new appeal with its proximity to the amenities of Highlands and more affordable real estate. The place with the most history is the Edgewater Inn, just a block off Sheridan Blvd. and 25th Ave. (Byron Pl. becomes 25th Ave. after crossing Sheridan Blvd.), where people come for pizza and schooners of beer in a family-friendly atmosphere. In the newer strip malls along Sheridan Blvd. are Walk-in Burgers made with all-natural grass-fed beef and GB Fish and Chips, where the GB stands for Get Battered and not Great Britain, despite the English food menu.



	



	
	This stretch of the walk offers the best of the city’s downtown skyline when you look to the east back over Sloan’s Lake. It was from this vantage point that dreams of making the lake a play land were hatched—over and over again.



	



	
	Once Thomas Sloan had secured the rights to all of the land that the lake was now on, he developed a prosperous ice house on the lakeshore. In 1872 he sold and moved away. Although the lake had become a fashionable place for swimming, boating, and ice-skating, plans to make it a more formal park kept falling through. The first of a handful of resorts and amusement parks here was Sloan’s Lake Resort, which opened in 1890, complete with sailboats, rental boats, and a rigged-up barge called The City of Denver. In 1891, all of the resort’s buildings were burned to the ground. But this just opened the door for someone else’s dream, and on this side of the lake the Manhattan Beach Company opened an even grander amusement park later in 1891. With formal gardens, zoo animals, a new sandy beach, a large auditorium, and other attractions, Manhattan Beach was a success. Then in 1908, it too burned up. Next up was Luna Park in 1909, and a main attraction was The Frolic, a three-deck sidewheeler boat. Competition with the other amusement parks in Highlands hastened Luna Park’s demise, and the city bought up the land to eventually turn it into the park it is today.



	



	•
	Cross the footbridge as the path again curves left and you will be walking east, parallel to 17th Ave. You will notice a small fort-style building on the right as the path returns to concrete. This was built in 1923 as the Denver Municipal Trap Club, and members came here to practice their shooting skills with pigeons as targets. After noise complaints forced them to close, the Sloan’s Lake Boxing Club took over the space. On the other side of this building is a memorial for the USS Grayling, which was lost with a full submarine crew in 1943 during World War II.



	



	
	In fall the cottonwood trees, maple trees, and willow trees make this part of the walk very colorful as they go from green to sunshine yellow, orange, and gold. Also, early fall is the best time to walk around this or any other park because the city’s enormous Canadian geese population is at its lowest so the paths are very clean.



	



	
	As you approach the next playground area, be sure to stop and read the sign with lots of historical photographs of the park and detailed information about the lake use.



	



	
	Even after the amusement parks were long gone, into the 1940s people came here for boat races regularly. To see the modern dragon boat races, check cdbf.org for the current festival dates.



	



	
	By now you may have heard a helicopter flying nearby. St. Anthony Central Hospital is coming up on your right, just across 17th Ave. This hospital opened in 1892 with 180 beds, and in 1972 when a Fight For Life helicopter lifted off that launching pad it became the first civilian hospital-based craft in the country.



	



	•
	The path curves left again as you near W. Lakeshore Dr. and cross a footbridge. You are now walking north. To your right is Lake Middle School, which opened in 1926 as a junior high school. Architects Merrill and Burnham Hoyt, best known for designing the Red Rocks Amphitheatre (see Walk 26), designed the school. It is a combination of design elements, to be sure, with Tudor arches and parapets, elaborate brickwork, and towers.



	



	
	The public art, The Denver, by artist Kristine Smock is a tribute to the steamship that once drew thousands of visitors to Sloan’s Lake.



	



	
	This portion is historically called Cooper Lake, a man-made creation formed when a canal was dug from the south side of Sloan’s Lake to a hotel a mile away. The canal was wide enough for a small steamship launch and caused Sloan’s Lake to empty into the low area to the east. This gives the combined lakes an hourglass shape from above. The combined lakes are 177 acres (portions of the original Sloan’s Lake were filled in years ago, shrinking it from its 200 acres).



	



	
	The rest of this walk in any season offers the most incredible views of the Rocky Mountains, really giving you a sense of the vast length of the 140-mile range visible from the Mile High City. It’s funny that Sloan’s Lake feels like a relatively low flat spot, and the view is so great. There are benches here and there where you can sit and gaze out at the water and mountains, with the skyline at your back.



	



	
	The island between Sloan’s and Cooper lakes is a bird sanctuary and off-limits to humans.



	



	•
	The path curves to the left again as you almost complete the loop.



	



	•
	Turn right to cross Byron Pl. and walk up the hill back to the playground and parking lot. This walk can be combined with Walk 9 by walking east on 26th St. to Perry St., then north on Perry St. to 32nd Ave. Or it can be combined with Walk 11 by walking 1 mile on Tennyson St. to 38th Ave.





BACK STORY: GOOSE ON THE LOOSE

Enjoying that almost year-round sunshine we get here in Denver? You’re not the only one. Turns out the Mile High City’s climate is mild enough to be considered south for migrating Canadian Geese. Certainly not all of the thousands of geese populating Denver parks are seasonal visitors; some are actually residents. Either way, these animals are rather messy and can leave the walkways and lawns of parks an unpleasant mess with their droppings. 

Try to time your walk with the migration of the geese for the cleanest walk season. In late summer and early fall, the goose population is at its lowest—plus, the temperatures are mild and the leaves are changing pretty colors. It’s likely that goose sightings and droppings will be at a minimum during this time of year. Their numbers explode in winter and unfortunately that means when the flowers are in bloom and the warmth of summer is coming on, the geese are molting and their population is at its most dense in the parks. 



[image: images]

The Colorado Dragon Boat Festival is held annually at Sloan’s Lake Park. (Photo by Dawn Jacoby / Colorado Dragon Boat Festival)

POINTS OF INTEREST

Sloan’s Lake Park 26th St. and Tennyson St.

Edgewater Inn 5302 W. 25th Ave., 303-237-3524, edgewaterinn.net

Walk-in Burgers 2255 Sheridan Blvd., 303-238-2002

GB Fish and Chips 2175 Sheridan Blvd., 303-232-2138, gbfishandchips.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the north side parking lot at 26th Ave. and Tennyson St. 



	



	2.
	 
	Walk along the sidewalk around the right side of the playground and follow it as it slopes down. Stay on this slope even after the path becomes asphalt.



	



	3.
	 
	Cross Byron Pl. and turn right on the pedestrian and bicycle path at the lake. 



	



	4.
	 
	Walk east on the path.



	



	5.
	 
	Turn left as the path parallels Sheridan Blvd. and walk south to the first footbridge.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn left again as you walk over the footbridge and stay on the concrete path as you walk east. 



	



	7.
	 
	Walk east until the next footbridge and go left to begin walking north. 



	



	8.
	 
	The path turns left again as you reach Byron Pl. again.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn right to cross Byron Pl. and walk uphill to the parking lot.
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Artist Kristine Smock’s sculpture, The Denver, honors a steamship that once crossed Sloan’s Lake.
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11 TENNYSON STREET: AMUSEMENT IN THE CITY




BOUNDARIES: 38th Ave., Tennyson St., 46th Ave., Sheridan Blvd.

DISTANCE: 2.5 miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: 2-hour free parking is available on Tennyson St. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT: RTD 38 bus runs along 38th Ave.



The Highlands neighborhood was once home to three amusement parks that all competed for customers beginning in the late 1800s. Into the 1990s, there were still two of these historic amusement parks standing and in use, and now just one remains, which you will see on this walk. Perhaps it was the combination of open land, the strict moral codes of the neighborhood that forbid alcohol sales for many years, and a desire to get out of the hectic downtown for a little clean fun nearby that made Highlands a natural place to develop gardens, add some animals, and throw in a few thrill rides. Elitch Gardens was the best-known amusement park—in Denver and beyond—and this walk will begin on the site of the park’s remains that are now surrounded by urban infill housing. For several blocks, Tennyson Street is a thriving business district filled with shops, restaurants, and art galleries. As the walk comes to an end after a stroll through Berkeley Park, you will have a chance to experience living history at Lakeside Amusement Park, the city’s last historic amusement park still in operation since its opening in 1908.



	•
	Start your walk under the old Elitch’s Pavilion at the corner of 38th Ave. and Tennyson St. This used to be where the park’s carousel twirled visitors around and around; it’s now used for various community events. Look out the sides of the pavilion to see the historic theatre, the only remaining original building from the amusement park. Elitch Gardens was opened in 1890 when John and Mary Elitch transformed an apple orchard and garden into a family-friendly resort with zoo animals, a professional theatre, Vaudeville acts, and rides. Friend P. T. Barnum donated some of the first animals from his circus. Mary Elitch was known to get into the bear pit to feed her favorite bruin as a way to entertain the kids and families who came to the park. The park changed with the times—going from an emphasis on theatre to hosting large dances in the Trocadero building, and then adding roller coasters and thrill rides. In 1994, Elitch’s was “relocated” to the Central Platte Valley and this 28-acre site was transformed into Highlands Garden Village, a “New Urbanism” layout of 300 housing units and businesses.



	



	•
	Cross 38th Ave. to begin walking north up Tennyson St. This section of Highlands is actually called Berkeley, just like the park you will come to near the end of the walk. As you walk along Tennyson St. you will see yoga studios, hair salons, an old-style barber shop, a bookstore, bakeries, bars, restaurants, a hardware store, a playground, antique shops, art galleries, and more. In short, it’s an old-fashioned neighborhood street that combines some of the old with a lot of the new. Once a month, First Friday art walks are held here, when patrons can wander between the galleries and shops open late. Every Halloween five blocks of Tennyson St. are filled with costumed youngsters trick-or-treating at the local businesses in the middle of the day.



	



	
	Just after crossing 39th Ave., you will see Brasserie Felix in a cute modern building on your left, and you can stop in for lunch or dinner to enjoy their French-style menu.



	



	
	On the right is Yankee Trader Antiques, a store that seems like an antique itself. With their large antique toy collection, it’s a fun place to peruse with the kids. And just a few doors down, you can dress those same kids in cute locally designed and locally made clothes from Studio Bini. 



	



	
	Ahead on the left is the Giggling Green Bean, with toys, cloth diapers, clothes, and other accessories for environmentally conscious mamas. Moving on, you will be lured by your nose as the aroma of spicy barbecue sauce wafts from Big Hoss Bar-B-Q Steakhouse. Next door is Patrick Carroll’s, a classic Irish pub with fish and chips on the menu and pool tables in the back. 



	



	
	After walking past Cesar Chavez Park on your left, you will see Tastes Wine Bar & Bistro, a fabulous little place for a nibble and a few sips before an evening out. On the right at 43rd Ave. is the Bookery Nook, a new bookstore with a big selection for adults and children, as well as author events. 



	



	
	Just before 44th Ave. on the right is Swing Thai with a lovely hidden patio out back to enjoy in the summer. At the corner of 44th Ave. and Tennyson St. is one of the neighborhood’s more popular restaurants, Parisi Italian Market & Deli. With a menu of pizza, pasta, and gelato, what’s not to like? To the right is Metro Frame Works and 44T Gallery Artspace, usually a very busy place on First Fridays. Next door along 44th Ave. is the Oriental Theatre, a vintage movie theater from the 1920s that is now a music venue. 



	



	
	Just around the corner back on Tennyson St. is Tenn. St. Coffee, which has books for sale and regular live music performances. And then you will see the Tennyson Studios, a collection of art galleries open during First Friday and other times as well to show off local budding artists.



	



	
	Continue walking north on Tennyson St. as the next two blocks become residential again.



	



	•
	Turn left on 46th Ave. after you have crossed the street to Berkeley Park and walk west on the paved path that is parallel to the park. Berkeley Park has tennis courts, a playground, a recreation center, and 43-acre Berkeley Lake. Canoes, kayaks and paddleboats can all be rented during summer months at the lake (wheelfunrentals.com).



	



	
	On your right is the Smiley Branch Library, which was built with funds from the Carnegie Library Corporation at the turn of the century. Smiley was completed in 1918 and is only one of a handful of the Carnegie-funded libraries still open as a library in Denver.



	



	•
	The footpath will end as you get to the Scheitler Recreation Center parking lot. You can continue walking west on the grass to Sheridan Blvd. Dog lovers may note that there is a designated dog park off to the right, next to I-70 on the park’s north flank.



	



	•
	Cross Sheridan Blvd. to the Lakeside Amusement Park. Even when the park is closed, you can peer in the gates and get a glimpse of the retro rides inside. Opened in 1908, Lakeside’s light tower, “Tower of Jewels,” was the tallest structure in the state—quite a brilliant sight on the wide-open prairie here. The carousel is original, and the miniature trains are from the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair. While there are some newer rides, the older ones with the Art Deco fixtures and neon are still so fun. The 1940s wooden Cyclone Coaster is a designated landmark. There are views of the mountains to the west from several places in the park, which is open during summer months only. The amusement park takes up half of what is the small town of Lakeside for several blocks.



	



	•
	Turn around and walk back the way you came to finish the loop. This walk can be combined with Walk 10 by walking 1 mile south on Tennyson St. to 26th St.





BACK STORY: ON HER OWN

Mary Elitch Long was inducted into the Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame in 1996, but it’s the contribution she made to Denver starting more than 100 years earlier that earned her that honor. In 1890, she and her husband, John Elitch, transformed an apple orchard into the city’s first zoo, Elitch’s Zoological Gardens, with marching bands, Vaudeville acts, and even opera for entertainment. At the end of the season, John Elitch went to California with a theater troupe and contracted pneumonia and died in early 1891. Mary Elitch returned to Denver in debt and heartbroken, but she made history when she went on to become the world’s first woman amusement park owner and operator by 1894. One biography calls her “The First Lady of Fun” and another “The Lady of the Gardens.” She started the country’s first summer stock theater company at Elitch’s, and people came from around the world to see such famous actors as Sarah Bernhardt, Douglas Fairbanks Jr., Lana Turner, Vincent Price, and other household names perform at Elitch’s. She remarried to Thomas Long but was widowed again in 1906. Although she sold Elitch’s in 1916, the sale included the provision that she could live there until her death and receive a $50 per month allowance. She remained in her cottage at Elitch’s into her 70s, then lived nearby with relatives until her death at age 80 in 1936. 
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The 1940s Cyclone Coaster is a designated landmark.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Brassiere Felix 3901 Tennyson St., 303-953-2401, brasseriefelix.net

Yankee Trader Antiques 4000 Tennyson St., 303-480-1132, yankeetradeantiques.com

Studio Bini 4020 Tennyson St., 720-255-2739, studiobini.com

The Giggling Green Bean 3929 Tennyson St., 720-988-3725, the-giggling-green-bean.com

Big Hoss Bar-B-Q Steakhouse 3961 Tennyson St., 720-855-3061, bighossbarbq.com

Patrick Carroll’s 3963 Tennyson St., 303-458-6666, patrickcarrolls.com

Tastes Wine Bar & Bistro 4267 Tennyson St., 303-952-9590, tasteswinebar.com

The Bookery Nook 4280 Tennyson St., 303-433-3439, thebookerynook.com

Swing Thai 4370 Tennyson St., 303-477-1994, swingthai.com

Parisi Italian Market & Deli 4401 Tennyson St., 303-561-0234, parisidenver.com

Metro Frame Works/44T Artspace 4400 Tennyson St., 303-433-1073, metroframeworks.squarespace.com

Tenn St. Coffee 4418 Tennyson St., 303-455-0279, tennstreetcoffee.com

Tennyson Studios 4420-4430 Tennyson St., firstfridaydenver.com

Berkeley Park 46th St. and Tennyson St.

Lakeside Amusement Park 4601 Sheridan Blvd., 303-477-1621, lakesideamusementpark.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at old Elitch’s Pavilion on the corner of 38th Ave. and Tennyson St. 



	



	2.
	 
	Cross 38th Ave. and walk north on Tennyson St. to 46th Ave. 



	



	3.
	 
	Cross 46th Ave. and turn left to walk west on 46th Ave. alongside Berkeley Park to Sheridan Blvd.



	



	4.
	 
	Turn around and walk east on 46th Ave. to Tennyson St.



	



	5.
	 
	Turn right and walk south on Tennyson St. to 38th Ave.



	



	6.
	 
	Cross 38th Ave. to return to Elitch’s Pavilion. 
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12 RIVERSIDE CEMETERY: WHERE EVEN THE CEMETERY ITSELF HAS DIED




BOUNDARIES: Brighton Blvd., York St., South Platte River

DISTANCE: 1½ miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free parking is available inside the cemetery.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: RTD 48 bus makes stops on Brighton Blvd.



Riverside Cemetery is Denver’s oldest cemetery, though not its first. Cemeteries in the Cheesman Park and Highlands neighborhoods were closed, and the bodies of those interred were moved to Riverside shortly after it opened in 1876. At the time it was a welcome alternative to the neglected and damaged cemeteries in the city, but now Riverside itself is dying. The short version is this: Riverside has not been watered since 2003. It’s one irony on top of another: a place devoted to the dead was designed to attract the living with its parklike setting of shade trees and flower beds next to a river, but research in the 1980s determined the cemetery did not actually have water rights to the nearby river and the tap was shut off for this 77-acre cemetery. This designated national historic district is located just two miles from downtown and partially in the industrial zone of Commerce City. Some of Denver’s earliest pioneers and most notable citizens who shaped the city and state lie here, as well as servicemen from the Civil War through the Gulf War, and various clusters of headstones devoted to different religious and ethnic groups are seen here. Rocky Mountain views to the west are visible from just about anywhere in the cemetery, and from other vantage points you will see the city’s skyline as you wander amongst the eerie and beautiful historic headstones. 

Note: All of the gravel pathways on this walk are roads, and cars do have access at all times too. Riverside Cemetery is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.



	•
	Begin the walk in front of the office, which is to the right of the gated entrance. Volunteers staff the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the first Wednesday of every month. On the left side of the building is a small chapel with wooden pews and a stained glass window, and in the office are the original hand-written internment ledgers and maps. There are a variety of brochures about the cemetery for sale in the office also. No matter where you are in the cemetery, the coal trains rumbling by and blowing their whistles are audible, but as you get deeper into the cemetery the sounds and industrial fumes seem to fade away.



	



	
	The office and entrance area are part of the 12 percent of Riverside that actually lies within the Denver County limits, while the rest of the cemetery is part of Adams County.



	



	
	According to the Friends of Historic Riverside Cemetery, a nonprofit group of volunteers trying to help preserve the cemetery, of the 67,000 people buried at Riverside only about half have grave markers. Riverside was dedicated as a National Historic District in 1992.



	



	•
	Walk around the left of the flagpole area while staying on the gravel footpath. You’ll see a small green marker with a white 36 painted on it to your left. Continue to follow the path as it curves left past green marker 35.



	



	•
	At the 19 marker, you will see the blue and white St. Michael’s Plot, erected in 1918. According to Annette L. Student in her excellent book, Denver’s Riverside Cemetery: Where History Lies, this plot is used for members of the Holy Transfiguration of Christ Orthodox Cathedral, which is located in nearby Globeville and was founded by Russian and Serbian immigrants.



	



	•
	Turn right and walk north so that St. Michael’s Plot is on your left.



	



	•
	Veer right again to walk between section 16 on the left and 15 on the right. (Note that St. Michael’s Plot was in the little 19 section and adjacent to the little 15 section, both of which have larger sections with the same number on the east side of this path.)



	



	•
	Make a hard left at the six-point intersection. To your right is a 2003 Colorado Confederate Veterans Memorial with flagpole.



	



	•
	Turn left again to walk parallel to the cemetery’s three mausoleums in what is called “the bottoms” of Riverside. Annette Student reports in her book that the first mausoleum is actually empty. Businessman Hartsville F. Jones was never buried in this mausoleum. Next up is the underground mausoleum of Martha T. Evans and seven other family members. Although locked wrought iron gates secure the tomb, the wooden doors that cover the stairs to the underground chamber are no longer in place and you can feel the cool air from below on the hottest day. It’s a creepy spot. Martha T. Evans (no relation to John Evans and family, who will be mentioned later on the tour) moved to Denver in 1882 with her children and worked as treasurer of a candy company, writes Student. The third mausoleum is for Ovando James Hollister, who came to Colorado to farm in the 1850s, then joined the Colorado Infantry during the Civil War, and later became an editor of the Rocky Mountain News.



	



	•
	Turn around and walk north back toward the flagpole. On your left is private cemetery property, but also the history of the water issues at Riverside. The South Platte River lies to the west and was the original water source for the cemetery’s thousands of trees. After losing their free water access rights, Fairmount Cemetery Company, the owners of Riverside since 1900, fought the decision all the way to the Colorado Supreme Court and lost. In 2003 Fairmount could no longer afford to pay for watering Riverside, and it has been dry ever since. The small reservoir below is home to various birds and wildlife throughout the year. Walking across this crunchy, desiccated ground does give one the sense of what Colorado’s pioneers faced when they first came to these arid plains and tried to farm and build.



	



	•
	Turn right and walk up the small hill with the first mausoleum on your right.



	



	•
	At the six-point intersection again, turn left to walk on the path in front of the stone house. This is the only other office building at the cemetery, but it is not open to the public.



	



	•
	As you continue walking north, section 13 on your left has three notable markers. The first is a large granite marker with the name “Evans” for Evan E. Evans and his wife, Annie Cecilia Evans. Mr. Evans was the son of John Evans, whose own gray granite memorial is in the same section just ahead. The elder Mr. Evans was appointed by Abraham Lincoln to be the second territorial governor of Colorado from 1862 to 1865, and Mt. Evans just west of Denver is named after him. His wife Margaret Evans is buried next to him, according to Student’s book. (See Walk 2 for information on the Byers-Evans House owned by William Evans.)



	



	
	By now you are wondering who that man is way up there. That is a bronze statue replica of Colonel James Archer atop the 10-foot-high granite grave marker. He is best known for creating the Denver Gas Works, which brought gas lighting to streetlights and people’s homes in the late 1870s.



	



	•
	Turn right to walk east, with section 4 on your left and section 5 on the right. About halfway down section 4 is a large boulder marker for Katrina Murat, the third white woman to live in Denver, writes Student, and known as the “Mother of Colorado” for making the first U.S. flag (from her own clothes, no less!) to fly over Denver in 1859. Her husband, Count Henri Murat, has a flat marker in front of hers, and if you read more history on this couple you’ll see why that is a fitting arrangement.



	



	•
	At the next intersection you do not even need to turn to see a white horse on top of a memorial. According to Student, the sandstone horse “is the only one of its kind in a U.S. cemetery.” Her research found that the family of Addison Baker had the statue made for his grave because of his love of horses. He is remembered for delivering fresh water in barrels to Denver residents in 1860 from a fresh-water spring on his property in West Denver.



	



	•
	Turn left and walk to Lester Drake’s Cabin, perhaps the most unique headstone here—or anywhere. Research by the Friends of Historic Riverside Cemetery found that Lester Drake was a gold miner in Black Hawk, Colorado, and this limestone monument is a replica of his mining cabin. The detail in the front of the cabin includes mining tools.



	



	•
	Turn right into the circular section 7.



	



	•
	Turn left almost immediately and walk south. Just behind a large marker with the name “Gibson” is a smaller monument for Augusta Tabor (she has two markers here: the smaller one chosen by her, the other a dedication), which describes her as the “epitome of a pioneer.” Tabor came to Colorado with her husband Horace Tabor, who went on to make a fortune in Leadville’s Matchless Mine and then divorced Augusta after he fell in love with a woman who came to be known as “Baby Doe.”



	



	•
	Walk right as the circle turns. On the left you will see the gray draped urn marking the Zang burial plots. Philip Zang came from Germany in the 1860s and established the Zang Brewery, which during its peak was the largest brewery between San Francisco and St. Louis.



	



	•
	Walk right around the circle and to your left is the gray granite obelisk for Miguel Antonio Otero, who Student describes as the “first native New Mexican elected as a delegate to the U.S. Congress” in 1855. For reasons not given, Otero did not want to be buried in New Mexico. Just to the right of Otero’s marker—and much closer to the ground—is the headstone for Roger Woodbury, for whom the Woodbury Branch Library in the Highlands neighborhood is named (see Walk 9).



	



	•
	Take the first left out of the circle and walk east.



	



	•
	Take the left fork in the path and walk with section 5 on your left and section 4 on your right.



	



	•
	Turn right to walk north and again past Col. Archer. The plot on the left with the white marble cross is the only section of the cemetery designated for a particular religious or ethnic group. This is the Catholic section. To your right in section 8 is a monument to Sarah (Sadie) Likens, Denver’s first police matron.



	



	•
	Turn right between sections 9 and 10.



	



	•
	Turn right again between sections 25 and 24. Just to the right of the heavily eroded red sandstone marker is a small granite marker for Aunt Clara Brown, who was born a slave and freed in 1857. She came to Denver in 1859 and ran a successful laundry business for miners; by then she was in her 60s. She is honored with a stained glass window at the Colorado State Capitol Building (see Walk 1).



	



	•
	Veer left as the path goes to the cemetery’s most northeastern corner.



	



	•
	Turn right to walk south between sections 27 and 21. On your left are the small white military grave markers—many of which simply read “Unknown”—of the Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery. Notable here is the grave of Capt. Silas Soule (found to the right of the flagpole in the third row), who testified against Col. John Chivington in a review of the Sand Creek Massacre.



	



	•
	At section 20, veer left to walk with section 28 on your left and section 20 on your right.



	



	•
	Then veer right to walk with section 2 on your right and section 20 and the property line fence on your left. In section 20 is the marker for Barney Ford, who was born a slave and the son of his white owner in Virginia. Ford came to Colorado and repeatedly tried to make it as a miner, but African Americans were not allowed to own mine claims, Student points out. He became a successful businessman as owner of restaurants and hotels in Denver, and his prominent role in gaining rights for African Americans earned him a stained glass portrait in the Colorado State Capitol Building (see Walk 1).



	



	•
	When you reach the intersection near the office again, look to your right to section 6. You will see the marker for John Long Routt, who served as the last governor of the Colorado Territory before statehood and then was elected as Colorado’s first state governor in 1876. He was mayor of Denver from 1883 to 1885, then reelected as state governor in 1891. Routt County, Colorado, is named for him.



	



	•
	The walk ends at the office on your left.





BACK STORY: BACK TO CIVILIZATION

Before you head back to the living in downtown, stop and explore this section of Denver. Artists are modern-day pioneers, and when neighborhoods like LoDo and the Highlands got developed and rents increased in the 1990s, creative types looked northeast to the empty warehouses and industrial zones of Globeville and the northern edge of the Denver city limits. Today it’s called RiNo, short for River North, and home to places like the big yellow Taxi development that includes Fuel Café (3455 Ringsby Ct., 303-296-4642, fuel cafedenver.com), as well as living and workspace for photographers, architects, sculptors, and more. Check rivernorthart.com to find out about upcoming studio tours, area cafes, and the latest art news for this growing community. 
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Some of Denver’s most prominent early citizens are buried at Riverside Cemetery.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Riverside Cemetery 5201 Brighton Blvd., friendsofriversidecemetery.org or fairmount-cemetery.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the office on the southeast side of the cemetery. 



	



	2.
	 
	Walk around the left of the flagpole section directly in front of the office and head west.



	



	3.
	 
	Veer left between sections 36 (on your left) and 19 (on your right).



	



	4.
	 
	Turn right at the top corner of section 19 to walk northwest (St. Michael’s Plot will be on your left).



	



	5.
	 
	Veer right to walk north with section 16 on your left and 15 on your right.



	



	6.
	 
	At the six-point intersection, turn hard left.



	



	7.
	 
	Turn hard left again to walk in front of the three mausoleums.



	



	8.
	 
	Walk back to the six-point intersection.



	



	9.
	 
	Take the upper left road in front of the stone house and walk north. 



	



	10.
	 
	Turn right with section 5 on your right and section 4 on your left.



	



	11.
	 
	Turn right into section 7 at Lester Drake’s Cabin.



	



	12.
	 
	Walk clockwise around section 7.



	



	13.
	 
	Turn left out of section 7 just past the Woodbury marker.



	



	14.
	 
	Walk west with section 5 on your left and section 4 on your right.



	



	15.
	 
	Turn right at section 4 and walk north.



	



	16.
	 
	Turn right with section 10 on your left and section 9 on your right.



	



	17.
	 
	Turn right to walk with section 25 on your left and section 24 on your right. 



	



	18.
	 
	Veer right slightly to keep section 25 on the left and section 22 on the right.



	



	19.
	 
	Turn right at section 27.



	



	20.
	 
	Walk south with section 21 on your right and sections 27 and 28 on your left.



	



	21.
	 
	Veer left with section 28 on your left and section 20 on your right.



	



	22.
	 
	Veer right with section 20 on your left and section 2 on your right.



	



	23.
	 
	Turn left to return to the office. 
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One of the more unique headstones in Riverside Cemetery.
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Many of the headstones and statues in Riverside Cemetery have fallen into disrepair.





[image: images]







13 FIVE POINTS, CURTIS PARK, AND SAN RAFAEL HISTORIC DISTRICTS: A HUB OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY




BOUNDARIES: 24th St., Arapahoe St., Downing St., 22nd St. 

DISTANCE: Approx. 2.5 miles

DIFFICULTY: Easy

PARKING: Free parking is available on many streets.

PUBLIC TRANSIT: The RTD light-rail D line goes to 30th and Downing and makes stops along Welton St.; Denver B-cycle (denverbcycle.com) has a station at 27th Ave. and Welton St.



This walk combines three historic districts located about one mile from downtown Denver: the Five Points commercial district, once called the “Harlem of the West” and Denver’s first African American neighborhood; Curtis Park, which is Denver’s oldest residential neighborhood; and the San Rafael Historic District, with its turn-of-the-century homes and grand churches. The entire area has gone through the highest highs to the lowest lows over the years and is still in the process of renewal. This walk includes three institutions devoted to African American history—in this neighborhood and well beyond—as well as historical buildings, churches, and homes, all in the shadow of downtown skyscrapers.



	•
	This walk begins with a recommendation to not just begin your tour in front of the Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library (a branch of the Denver Public Library) at Welton St. and 24th Ave., but to go inside. The third floor of the library is an exhibit space tracing the history of African Americans to the West and also has replicas of a barber shop—and the story of the barber and his family escaping slavery and coming to Denver—of the Roxy Theater with video and music, and a replica of the mayoral office of Mayor Wellington E. Webb, Denver’s first African American mayor who served three terms from 1991 to 2003. The Wellington E. Webb Municipal Office Building is on Walk 2. A “Leadership Gallery” tells the stories of numerous African American leaders from Denver and Colorado. On the second floor are archives and the research library. The library opened in 2003 as part of the revitalization efforts for this area. It is named for Omar Blair, the first African American to head Denver’s School Board, and Elvin Caldwell, Denver’s first African American city councilman.



	



	
	The Sonny Lawson Park on the west side of the library is where author Jack Kerouac spent an evening watching a baseball game, which he wrote about in his classic, On the Road. Kerouac’s pal Neal Cassady grew up in this neighborhood.



	



	•
	Walk north on Welton St. from the library.



	



	•
	Turn left on 25th St. to walk west to Arapahoe St. This portion of the walk takes you through Curtis Park, which was Denver’s first “streetcar suburb” when horse-drawn cable cars brought people from downtown up to 27th and Champa sts. Houses in this neighborhood date back to the 1870s, with many of them built in the early 1880s. At the corner of 25th and California sts. is the former First German Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, built in 1887. The house at 2445 California St. on your left was built in 1879, as was the home at 2461.



	



	
	Detailed history and architectural details of the houses in the area are given in Curtis Park: Denver’s Oldest Neighborhood by William Allen West. West points out that as soon as water was made available to Brown’s Bluff, now called Capitol Hill (see Walk 1), wealthy citizens pulled out of Curtis Park and built new mansions on the hilltop before 1900. The heyday of fancy houses in Curtis Park was short-lived, and it became a middle-class area with a mix of immigrants and then a lower-middle-class area with Italianate and Queen Anne–style mansions turned into boardinghouses.



	



	•
	Turn right at Arapahoe St. On this corner is the Gregory Inn Bed & Breakfast, which has a renovation story that could probably be told of many places in this neighborhood—long abandoned and all but destroyed, then reconstructed to look like new. A lone tombstone in the yard is part of the house’s lore.



	



	•
	Turn right on 26th St. back toward Welton St. You can choose a street—Curtis St., Champa St., Stout St., or California St.—and turn left before turning right up 27th St., as there are so many gorgeous mansions to see along any of these quiet wide streets.



	



	•
	If you have stayed on 26th St., turn left on Welton St. The neighborhood is named for the five-point intersection where Welton St. meets Washington St./27th St.



	



	•
	At the corner of Washington and Welton sts. is the Rossonian Hotel (built in 1912 as the Baxter Hotel, then changed to the Rossonian in 1929). The Rossonian was Denver’s jazz mecca from the 1930s through the 1950s, with big names like Duke Ellington, Nat King Cole, Billie Holliday, Louis Armstrong, and other greats playing here. Jack Kerouac and Neal Cassady were jazz lovers and were known to frequent the Rossonian too. It has been sitting vacant for ages and remains full of potential.



	



	•
	Walk south on Washington St. with the Rossonian on your right side. 



	



	
	As you approach 25th St., look left to see Denver Firehouse No. 3, which was built in 1931 and is still a fully functioning firehouse. The city created the only African American fire station to serve the Five Points area in 1893. The fire department was integrated in the 1950s, and Denver’s first African American fire chief was named in 2001.



	



	
	On your right on the triangular corner of the block is the Stiles African American Heritage Center, which has many African American artifacts on display and also provides educational workshops, reenactments, and other history lessons.



	



	
	Continue walking south on Washington St. to 23rd St. At the corner is a one-time Presbyterian church that was built here in 1883.



	



	•
	Turn left on 23rd St. to walk to Ogden St. You will see the Belltower Residences at San Rafael on the corner. This 1915 building was once home to the New Hope Baptist Church and was recently converted to four very swanky condominiums.



	



	•
	Turn right on Ogden St. and walk to 22nd St. On this corner are the Sanctuary Lofts, once the Scott Methodist Church.



	



	•
	Turn right on Emerson St. and walk to 24th St.



	



	
	At 24th St. look right to see the Zion Baptist Church built in 1892. According to Michelle Pearson in Historic Sacred Places of Denver, the Zion Baptist congregation is considered one of the oldest African American congregations in the United States, founded in 1865. This church was built for the congregation of the Calvary Baptist Church and bought by the Zion congregation in 1911.



	



	•
	Turn left when Emerson St. meets 26th Ave. On your left will be Tom’s Home Cookin’, always a packed house at lunch for delicious Southern food.



	



	
	You will find yourself back at the five-point intersection and the Rossonian once again.



	



	•
	Turn right on Welton St. and walk to 30th St. (Another option is to walk one more block over to California St. where there are a few more houses to see and walk east to 31st St.) Through the 1950s, Welton St. was the main commercial strip for Five Points, with three newspapers, nightclubs, movie theaters, hotels, dentists, barbers, hatters, and many other businesses that catered to the African American population. For many reasons since then—desegregation, crime, a slumping economy all among them—Five Points has become a neighborhood without a community as it slowly gentrifies and storefronts sit empty. You’ll hear the ding-ding of the light-rail train as it makes stops along the street.



	



	
	An annual Juneteenth Festival (denverjuneteenth.org) was revived in the last few years and fills the street one summer weekend with food vendors, music, and special celebrations to honor the end of slavery in the United States.



	



	•
	Turn left on 30th St. at the vintage Tivoli sign painted on the side of the brick building.



	



	•
	Turn right on California St. and walk one block to the Black American West Museum on your left at the corner of 31st and California sts. The museum is in the one-time home of Dr. Justina Ford, the first African American woman doctor in Colorado. (Dr. Ford’s husband was the Reverend John E. Ford, minister at the Zion Baptist Church from 1899 to 1906.) Dr. Ford came to Denver in 1902 and lived in this house, although it was several blocks away where it was originally built in 1888. The house was saved from demolition and relocated in 1983. The museum has a few exhibits, including one with more details about Dr. Ford, and also displays about Buffalo Soldiers and rodeo cowboys like Deadwood Dick and Bill Pickett.



	



	
	The RTD light-rail station is directly across the street from the museum. You can take the light-rail train back to the library at 24th and Welton sts. or walk back down Welton St.





BACK STORY: NOT FOR EVERYONE

Denver was a segregated city. The Rossonian was not only famous for its jazz music but also for welcoming African Americans who could not stay in the other hotels downtown. When musicians came to town to play a show, they were told they could stay at the Rossonian for free if they played some music in the lobby—after their other concerts. 

Smith Lake in Washington Park (see Walk 19) was unofficially for whites only, writes Nancy Widman in her book, Washington Park. The exception was Japanese people, who were officially barred. One day in 1932 a large group of African Americans came to Smith Lake to swim and a small riot broke out. 

And in Denver’s Riverside Cemetery: Where History Lies, author Annette Student tells of how former slave–turned-businessman Barney Ford came to Colorado to seek his fortune in the mines, like so many other men. “Although Blacks were allowed to own land at the time, they were not allowed to file on a mining claim or a homestead,” she writes. Ford filed several claims on mines, only to have them jumped by white men. Ford went on to become a prosperous and highly respected hotel and restaurant owner in Denver.



[image: images]

Front gate and Black Cowboys Walk of Fame at the Black American West Museum.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library 2401 Welton St., 720-865-2401, aarl.denverlibrary.org

The Gregory Inn Bed & Breakfast 2500 Arapahoe St., 303-295-6570, gregoryinn.com

Rossonian Building 2650 Welton St.

Denver Firehouse Station No. 3 2500 Washington St.

Stiles African American Heritage Center 2607 Glenarm Pl., 303-294-0597, stilesheritagecenter.org

Zion Baptist Church 933 E. 24th Ave., 303-863-9413, zionbaptistchurchdenver.com

Tom’s Home Cookin’ 800 E. 26th Ave., 303-388-8035

Black American West Museum 3091 California St., 720-242-7428, blackamericanwestmuseum.com

ROUTE SUMMARY



	1.
	 
	Start at the Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library on Welton St. 



	



	2.
	 
	Turn left on 25th St. and walk four blocks to Arapahoe St.



	



	3.
	 
	Turn right on Arapahoe St. 



	



	4.
	 
	Turn right on 26th St.



	



	5.
	 
	Turn left on Curtis St.



	



	6.
	 
	Turn right on 27th St. and walk to Welton St.



	



	7.
	 
	Cross Welton St.



	



	8.
	 
	27th St. is now Washington St. Walk south on Washington St. to 23rd St.



	



	9.
	 
	Turn left on 23rd St. and walk to Ogden St. 



	



	10.
	 
	Turn right on Ogden St.



	



	11.
	 
	Turn right on 22nd St.



	



	12.
	 
	Turn right on Emerson St. and walk to 26th Ave.



	



	13.
	 
	Turn left on 26th Ave. and walk west to the five-point intersection. 



	



	14.
	 
	Turn right and walk east on Welton St.



	



	15.
	 
	Turn left on 30th St.



	



	16.
	 
	Turn right on California St.



	



	17.
	 
	Walk to 31st and California sts. where the Black American West Museum is on the corner.



	



	18.
	 
	Take RTD light rail from across the street back to 24th and Welton sts. in front of the Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library.
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Zion Baptist Church is home to one of the country’s first African American congregations.
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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