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PREFACE



OH, WHAT A JOY IT WAS TO RESEARCH THIS BOOK! In the beginning, the task of finding the 50 best campgrounds in Colorado seemed daunting, for there are hundreds of campgrounds located among the millions of acres of national- and state-forest land, national parks and monuments, and other public lands. But the months of exploring Colorado’s varied landscape turned into a journey through a scenic wonderland. The Rockies come to mind first, where craggy, snow-covered mountains tower over verdant meadows, cool alpine lakes reflect deep forests and cobalt skies, and snow-fed mountain streams crash down narrow valleys. But there are other sides of Colorado: the amazing cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde, the chasm of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, the alluring reservoirs of the plains, the immense Great Sand Dunes backed against the Sangre de Cristo Range, the white water of the Arkansas River, the red-rock country of the Uncompahgre Plateau, and more.

After seeing this tremendous variation, I wanted the reader to be able to combine enjoying these sights and with having a quality camping experience at a good campground. I toured the state’s natural and historic features by day, then typed up on-site reports from the nearby camps where I stayed, using a computer powered by my car battery.

Each day’s experience left me looking forward to the next day, to see if I could find campgrounds to match the beauty of the landscape. Spells of cold and rain and wrong turns and long drives to campgrounds that failed to make the book could not overwhelm the sense of awe I felt while surveying the real Colorado. The subject material overwhelmed the actual physical process of finding the best campgrounds. In other words, researching Colorado was a blast!

And it can be for you, too, pitching your tent at 3,500 feet in the plains or 12,000 feet in the mountains, and just about every elevation and situation in between. Here, you can relax in attractive settings. Beyond the campgrounds you can hike canyons, climb “fourteeners,” raft wild rivers, fish remote trout streams, mountain bike tabletop mesas, boat reservoirs, go caving, and recall Colorado’s history. Combine this book and a slice of your precious time, then do a little exploring of your own.

—Johnny Molloy

A NOTE ABOUT THE FOURTH EDITION

Revising something that is otherwise perfect is both an honor and a daunting task. I was approached as a Rocky Mountain expert to update existing profiles, delete old campgrounds, and add new ones. We also reorganized the book according to more commonly known regions (around these parts, at least), refined the maps, and wrote a more thorough introduction to tent camping—all while keeping the same friendly tone and accuracy for which Johnny Molloy is known. We hope you’ll like the changes, and we encourage you to get out and find your favorite “room with a view” in Colorado. 

—Kim Lipker
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INTRODUCTION




A Word about This Book and Colorado Tent Camping



WELCOME TO THE FOURTH EDITION of The Best in Tent Camping Colorado. If you’re new to tent camping or even if you’re a seasoned camper, take a few minutes to read the following introduction. We explain how this book is organized and how to use it.

THE OVERVIEW MAP AND OVERVIEW-MAP KEY

Use the overview map to assess the exact location of each campground. The campground’s number appears not only on the overview map but also on the map key facing the overview map, in the table of contents, and on the profile’s first page.

The book is organized by region as indicated in the table of contents. A map legend that details the symbols found on the campground layout maps.

CAMPGROUND-LAYOUT MAPS

Each profile contains a detailed campground layout map that provides an overhead look at campground sites, internal roads, facilities, and other key items. Each campground entrance’s GPS coordinates are included with each profile.

GPS CAMPGROUND-ENTRANCE COORDINATES

This book includes the GPS coordinates for each campground entrance in two formats: latitude—longitude and UTM. Latitude—longitude coordinates tell you where you are by locating a point west (latitude) of the 0° meridian line that passes through Greenwich, England, and north or south of the 0° (longitude) line that belts the Earth, aka the Equator. 

Topographic maps show latitude—longitude as well as UTM grid lines. Known as UTM coordinates, the numbers index a specific point using a grid method. The survey datum used to arrive at the coordinates in this book is WGS84 (versus NAD27 or WGS83). For readers who own a GPS unit, whether handheld or onboard a vehicle, the latitude—longitude or UTM coordinates provided on the first page of each profile may be entered into the GPS unit. Just make sure your GPS unit is set to navigate using WGS84 datum. Now you can navigate directly to the campground.

However, readers can easily find all campgrounds in this book by using the directions given and the campground layout map, which shows at least one major road leading into the area. But for those who enjoy using the latest GPS technology to navigate, the necessary data has been provided. A brief explanation of the UTM coordinates from Flatiron Reservoir Campground.

UTM Zone (WGS84) 13T

Easting 0480500

Northing 4468900

Latitude 55′ 10″

Longitude W 105° 40′ 40″

The UTM zone number 13 refers to one of the 60 vertical zones of the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) projection. Each zone is 6 degrees wide. The UTM zone letter T refers to one of the 20 horizontal zones that span from 80 degrees South to 84 degrees North. The easting number 0480500 indicates in meters how far east or west a point is from the central meridian of the zone. Increasing easting coordinates on a topo map or on your GPS screen indicate that you are moving east; decreasing easting coordinates indicate you are moving west. The northing number 4468900 references in meters how far you are from the equator. Above and below the equator, increasing northing coordinates indicate you are traveling north; decreasing northing coordinates indicate you are traveling south. To learn more about how to enhance your outdoor experiences with GPS technology, refer to GPS Outdoors: A Practical Guide for Outdoor Enthusiasts (Menasha Ridge Press).

THE CAMPGROUND PROFILE

In addition to maps each profile contains a concise but informative narrative of the campground, as well as individual sites. This descriptive text is enhanced with at-a-glance ratings and information, GPS-based trailhead coordinates, and accurate driving directions that lead you from a major road to the parking area most convenient to the trailhead. On the first page of each profile is a ratings box.

THE RATING SYSTEM

This book includes a rating system for Colorado’s 50 best tent campgrounds. Six campground attributes—beauty, privacy, spaciousness, quiet, security, and cleanliness—are ranked using a five-star system. A low rating in one or two areas, especially privacy and spaciousness, was not necessarily grounds for exclusion from this book. In some cases, the nature of the terrain just doesn’t allow for big, private sites, yet the campground still may be well worth a visit. This system should help you find what you are looking for.

BEAUTY In judging beauty, we took into account both what the general area has to offer as well as the campground. The most beautiful campgrounds have sites that you just don’t want to leave and locations with easy access to breathtaking scenery. 

PRIVACY Privacy is determined by how much your neighbors can pay attention to what you are doing and you to what they are doing. The best campgrounds have plenty of green space (shrubs and trees) between adjoining sites, as well as staggered sites (that is, the entrance to the site across the road is not directly opposite yours).

SPACIOUSNESS While this category contributes to the amount of privacy you have, it refers mostly to how much space you have to move around in. The sites at some campgrounds are surprisingly large—to the point of overkill; others are incredibly small.

QUIET Our evaluations were influenced to a great extent by the presence of RVs and the kinds of visitors a park tends to get (campgrounds near urban areas, for example, usually are a bit noisy, as are those that cater to families with children). We also considered the extent to which you could get away from the fray at a particular campground. You can expect some variation within my ratings based on whether you visit a campground during the week or on a weekend; on holiday weekends, all bets are off. 

SECURITY With few exceptions, we’ve found Colorado campgrounds to be very safe and secure, due largely to the presence of campground hosts and park rangers making the rounds. The only places at which we felt security might be compromised were those remote campgrounds that saw few visitors and had no host or ranger on duty. 

CLEANLINESS Our judgments were based on the presence and remnants of past campers around the campsite (trash, tent stakes, burned logs, etc.) and on the restroom facilities. We did take into account that primitive toilets tend to be a little less tidy than modern facilities, although there seemed to us to be little reason for either to be a mess.

WEATHER

We must stress that the weather in Colorado can change every ten minutes. Be prepared for anything: sun, snow, flash flood, lightning, and hail. Start by knowing the weather forecast and the road conditions; then pack smart. It can be a lovely day in Denver, but a campground may be inaccessible due to blizzard conditions. You must be prepared, and you should consider carrying a hiking card (see CORSAR). If you need to be rescued, these cards can save your life and your pocketbook.

ROAD CONDITIONS

Colorado Traffic Management Center of CDOT

www.cotrip.org

(877) 315-7623

AVALANCHE WARNINGS

Colorado Avalanche Information Center

www.geosurvey.state.co.us/avalanche

(303) 499-9650

CLIMATE OVERVIEW
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MEAN TEMPERATURE BY MONTH: DENVER AREA
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It is hard to generalize the climate and the altitude throughout Colorado but we can tell you that what you pack and how you deal with the altitude can make or break a camping trip.

The Rockies’ rugged and varied geography creates a number of weather zones. Whatever the region, whatever the season, be sure to dress in layers. In the summer, expect warm days and cool evenings. Bring shorts, hiking boots, a sweater, and a weatherproof jacket. In the winter, bring snow gear for the mountains and warm outerwear for elsewhere. 

ALTITUDE SICKNESS Nothing ruins an outing more often than the body’s resistance to altitude adjustment. The illness is usually characterized by vomiting, loss of breath, extreme headache, lightheadedness, sleeplessness, and an overall sick feeling. Our advice: take it easy. When traveling to a higher altitude, give your body a day or two to adjust to where there is less oxygen, hotter sun, and less air pressure. Drink plenty of water, and lay off the alcohol and cigarettes. Wear sunglasses and sunscreen. It’s that easy. (As always, if serious symptoms persist, locate the nearest emergency room or call 911.) 

LIGHTNING AND TORNADOES Violent storms are common in June, July, and August. If you are caught in a lightning storm above treeline, stay off ridgetops, spread out if you are in a group and squat or sit on a foam pad with your feet together. Keep away from rock outcroppings and isolated trees. If someone has been struck, be prepared to use CPR to help restore breathing and heartbeat.

In the event of a tornado (they are extremely common in the eastern portion of Colorado) immediately seek shelter. If you are in an open field, lie down in the nearest ditch.

CORSAR 

The Colorado Outdoor Recreation Search and Rescue Card (CORSAR) may be purchased at most outdoor shops, such as REI. You can buy a one-year card for $3 or spend $12 and buy a five-year card. CORSAR is not insurance—it does not pay for medical transportation, which may include helicopter flights or ground ambulance. The card does allow reimbursement to county sheriffs for costs included on a mission. These expenses can include mileage, meals, equipment, gasoline, and rental fees (horses, ATVs, aircraft) for vehicles used in the search. It says right on the CORSAR information that “you have helped ensure that trained and well-equipped search and rescue teams will respond should you become lost or in need of rescue and they will not have to incur undue expense due to your emergency.” 

FIRST-AID KIT

A typical first-aid kit may contain more items than you might think necessary. These are just the basics. Prepackaged kits in waterproof bags are available (Atwater Carey and Adventure Medical make a variety of such kits). As a preventive measure, take along sunscreen and insect repellent. Even though there are quite a few items in the following list, they do pack down into a small space:



	•
	Ace bandages or Spenco joint wraps



	•
	Antibiotic ointment (Neosporin or the generic equivalent)



	•
	Aspirin or acetaminophen



	•
	Band-Aids



	•
	Benadryl or the generic equivalent, diphenhydramine (in case of allergic reactions)



	•
	Butter-closure bandages



	•
	Epinephrine in a prefilled syringe (for people known to have severe allergic reactions to such things as bee stings)



	•
	Gauze (one roll)



	•
	Gauze-compress pads (a half-dozen 4- x 4-inch pads)



	•
	Hydrogen peroxide or iodine



	•
	Matches or pocket lighter



	•
	Moleskin/Spenco “Second Skin”



	•
	Whistle (it’s more effective in signaling rescuers than your voice)




ANIMAL AND PLANT HAZARDS

BLACK BEARS There are no definite rules about what to do if you meet a bear. In most cases the bear will detect you first and leave. If you do encounter a bear, here are some suggestions from the National Park Service:



	•
	Stay calm.



	•
	 Move away, talking loudly to let the bear discover your presence.



	•
	 Back away while facing the bear.



	•
	 Avoid eye contact.



	•
	 Give the bear plenty of room to escape; bears will rarely attack unless they are threatened or provoked.



	•
	 Don’t run or make sudden movements; running will provoke the bear and you can not outrun a bear.



	•
	 Do not attempt to climb trees to escape bears, especially a black bear. The bear will pull you down by the foot.



	•
	 Fight back if you are attacked. Black bears have been driven away when people have fought back with rocks, sticks, binoculars, and even their bare hands.



	•
	 Be grateful that it’s not a grizzly bear.




MOUNTAIN LIONS Lion attacks on people are rare, with fewer than 12 fatalities in 100 years. Based on observations by people who have come in contact with mountain lions, some patterns are beginning to emerge. Here are more suggestions from the National Park Service:



	•
	Stay calm.



	•
	 Talk firmly to the lion.



	•
	 Move slowly.



	•
	 Back up or stop; never run because lions will chase and attack.



	•
	 Raise your arms. If you are wearing a sweater or coat; open it and hold it wide.



	•
	 Pick up children and make them appear larger.



	•
	 If the lion becomes aggressive, throw rocks and large objects at it. This is the time to convince the lion that you are not prey and that you are a danger to them. 



	•
	 Never crouch down, or turn your back to retrieve said items.



	•
	 Fight back and try to remain standing if you are attacked. 




TICKS Ticks like to hang out in the brush that grows around campsites and along trails. Their numbers seem to explode in the hot summer months, but you should be tick-aware during all months of the year. Ticks, which are arthropods and not insects, need a host to feast on in order to reproduce. The ticks that light onto you will be very small, sometimes so tiny that you won’t be able to spot them. Primarily of two varieties, deer ticks and dog ticks, both need a few hours of actual attachment before they can transmit any disease they may harbor. Ticks may settle in shoes, socks, hats, and may take several hours to actually latch on. The best strategy is to visually check yourself a couple of times a day, especially if you’ve gone out for a walk in the woods. Ticks that haven’t attached are easily removed, but not easily killed. If you pick off a tick in the woods, just toss it aside. If you find one on your body at camp, you may want to dispatch it (otherwise, it may find you again). For ticks that are embedded, removal with tweezers is best.
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SNAKES Spend some time in Colorado and you may be surprised by the variety of snakes in the area. Most snake encounters will be with garter snakes, water snakes, and bull snakes (while not venomous, they are rather large and scary looking). The only venomous snake in the region is the rattlesnake. Rattler sightings are very common. A good rule of thumb is to give rattlers a wide berth and leave them alone. In the chance that you are bitten by a rattlesnake stay calm and get help immediately.

POISON IVY Recognizing poison ivy and avoiding contact with it is the most effective way to prevent the painful, itchy rashes associated with these plants. In the West, poison ivy is found as a small plant with three leaflets to a leaf. Remember “leaves of three, let them be.” Urushiol, the oil in the sap of these plants, is responsible for the rash. Usually within 12 to 14 hours of exposure (but sometimes much later), raised lines and/or blisters will appear, accompanied by a terrible itch. Refrain from scratching because bacteria under fingernails can cause infection and you will spread the rash to other parts of your body. Wash and dry the rash thoroughly, applying calamine lotion or another product to help dry the rash. If itching or blistering is severe, seek medical attention. Remember that oil–contaminated clothes, pets, or hiking gear can easily cause an irritating rash on you or someone else, so wash not only any exposed parts of your body but also clothes, gear, and pets. 
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MOSQUITOES Although it’s not a common occurrence, individuals can become infected with the West Nile virus by being bitten by an infected mosquito. Culex mosquitoes, the primary variety that can transmit West Nile virus to humans, thrive in urban rather than natural areas. They lay their eggs in stagnant water and can breed in any standing water that remains for more than five days. 

Most people infected with West Nile virus have no symptoms of illness, but some may become ill, usually 3 to 15 days after being bitten. In Colorado, August and September are the high-risk periods for West Nile virus. At this time of year—and anytime you expect mosquitoes to be buzzing around—you may want to wear protective clothing such as long sleeves, long pants, and socks. Loose-fitting, light-colored clothing is best. Spray clothing with insect repellent. Remember to follow the instructions on the repellent carefully, and take extra care with children. 

TIPS FOR A HAPPY CAMPING TRIP

There is nothing worse than a bad camping trip, especially since it is so easy to have a great time. To assist with making your outing a happy one, here are some pointers:



	



	•
	RESERVE YOUR SITE AHEAD OF TIME, especially if it’s a weekend, a holiday, or if the campground is wildly popular. Many prime campgrounds require at least a six-month lead time on reservations. Check before you go.



	



	•
	PICK YOUR CAMPING BUDDIES WISELY. A family trip is pretty straightforward, but you may want to consider including grumpy Uncle Fred who does not like bugs, sunshine, or marshmallows. After you know who is going, make sure that everyone is on the same page regarding expectations of difficulty, sleeping arrangements, and food requirements.



	



	•
	DON’T DUPLICATE EQUIPMENT such as cooking pots and lanterns among campers in your party. Carry what you need to have a good time, but don’t turn the trip into a major moving experience.




	



	•
	DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR THE SEASON. Educate yourself on the highs and lows of the specific area you plan to visit. It may be warm at night in the summer in your backyard, but up in the mountains it will be quite chilly.




	



	•
	PITCH YOUR TENT ON A LEVEL SURFACE preferably one that is covered with leaves, pine straw, or grass. Pitch your tent on a tarp or specially designed footprint to thwart ground moisture and to protect the tent floor. Do a little site maintenance such as picking up small rocks and sticks that can damage your tent floor and make sleep uncomfortable. If you have a separate tent rain fly but don’t need it, keep it rolled up at the base of the tent in case it starts raining at midnight.



	



	•
	IF YOU ARE NOT USED TO SLEEPING ON THE GROUND, take a sleeping pad with you. Take one that is full-length and thicker than you think you might need. This will not only keep your hips from aching on hard ground, but will also help keep you warm.




	



	•
	IF YOU ARE NOT HIKING INTO A PRIMITIVE CAMPSITE, there is no real need to skimp on food due to weight. Plan tasty meals and bring everything you will need to prepare, cook, eat, and clean up the mess.



	



	•
	IF YOU’RE PRONE TO USING THE BATHROOM MULTIPLE TIMES AT NIGHT, you should plan ahead. Leaving a warm sleeping bag and stumbling around in the dark to find the rest room, whether it be an outhouse, a fully plumbed facility, or just the woods, is second best. Keep a flashlight and any other accoutrements you may need by the tent door and know exactly where to head in the dark. 



	



	•
	STANDING DEAD TREES AND STORM-DAMAGED LIVING TREES can pose a real hazard to tent campers. These trees may have loose or broken limbs that could fall at any time. When choosing a spot to rest or a backcountry campsite, look up. 




CAMPING ETIQUETTE

Camping experiences can vary wildly depending on a variety of factors such as weather, preparedness, fellow campers, and time of year. Here are a few tips on how to create good vibes with fellow campers and wildlife you encounter.



	



	•
	OBTAIN ALL PERMITS AND AUTHORIZATION AS REQUIRED. Make sure you check in, pay your fee, and mark your site as directed. Don’t make the mistake of grabbing a seemingly empty site that looks more appealing than your site. It could be reserved. If you are unhappy with the site you’ve selected, check with the campground host for other options. 




	



	•
	LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS. Be sensitive to the ground beneath you. Be sure to place all garbage in designated receptacles or pack it out if none is available. No one likes to see the trash someone else has left behind.




	



	•
	NEVER SPOOK ANIMALS. It’s common for animals to wander through campsites, where they may be accustomed to the presence of humans (and our food). An unannounced approach, a sudden movement, or a loud noise startles most animals. A surprised animal can be dangerous to you, to others, and to themselves. Give them plenty of space. 




	



	•
	PLAN AHEAD. Know your equipment, your ability, and the area in which you are camping—and prepare accordingly. Be self-sufficient at all times; carry necessary supplies for changes in weather or other conditions. A well-executed trip is a satisfaction to you and to others.



	



	•
	BE COURTEOUS TO OTHER CAMPERS, hikers, bikers, and others you encounter. If you run into the owner of a large RV, don’t panic. Just wave, feign eye contact, and then walk away slowly.



	



	•
	STRICTLY FOLLOW THE CAMPGROUND’S RULES regarding the building of fires. Never burn trash. Trash smoke smells horrible and trash debris in a fire pit or grill is unsightly.




BACKCOUNTRY-CAMPING ADVICE

Be sure to check if a permit is required before entering the backcountry to camp and always strive to practice low-impact camping. Adhere to the adages “Pack it in, pack it out,” and “Take only pictures, leave only footprints.” Practice “leave no trace” camping ethics while in the backcountry. 

Open fires are permitted except during dry times when the Forest Service may issue a fire ban. Backpacking stoves are strongly encouraged. You are required to hang your food from bears and other animals in order to minimize human impact on wildlife, avoid their introduction to and dependence on human food. Wildlife learns to associate backpacks and backpackers with easy food sources, thereby influencing its behavior. Make sure you have about 40 feet of thin but sturdy rope to properly secure your food. Ideally, you should throw your rope over a stout limb that extends ten or more feet above ground. Make sure the rope hangs at least five feet away from the tree trunk. 

Solid human waste must be buried in a hole at least three inches deep and at least 200 feet away from trails and water sources; a trowel is basic backpacking equipment. 

Following the above guidelines will increase your chances for a pleasant, safe, and low-impact interaction with nature. 

VENTURING AWAY FROM THE CAMPGROUND

If you go for a hike, bike, or other excursion into the boondocks, here are some tips:



	



	•
	ALWAYS CARRY FOOD AND WATER whether you are planning to go overnight or not. Food will give you energy, help keep you warm, and sustain you in an emergency situation until help arrives. You never know if you will have a stream nearby when you become thirsty. Bring potable water or treat water before drinking it from a stream. Boil or filter all found water before drinking it.



	



	•
	STAY ON DESIGNATED TRAILS. Most hikers get lost when they leave the path. Even on the most clearly marked trails, there is usually a point where you have to stop and consider which direction to head. If you become disoriented, don’t panic. As soon as you think you may be off-track, stop, assess your current direction, and then retrace your steps back to the point where you went awry. If you become absolutely unsure of how to continue, return to your vehicle the way you came in. Should you become completely lost and have no idea of how to return to the trailhead, remaining in place along the trail and waiting for help is most often the best option for adults and always the best option for children.



	



	•
	BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL WHEN CROSSING STREAMS. Whether you are fording the stream or crossing on a log, make every step count. If you have any doubt about maintaining your balance on a foot log, go ahead and ford the stream instead. When fording a stream, use a trekking pole or stout stick for balance and face upstream as you cross. If a stream seems too deep to ford, turn back. Whatever is on the other side is not worth risking your life.



	



	•
	BE CAREFUL AT OVERLOOKS. While these areas may provide spectacular views, they are potentially hazardous. Stay back from the edge of outcrops and be absolutely sure of your footing; a misstep can mean a nasty and possibly fatal fall.



	



	•
	KNOW THE SYMPTOMS OF HYPOTHERMIA. Shivering and forgetfulness are the two most common indicators of this insidious killer. Hypothermia can occur at any elevation, even in the summer, especially when the hiker is wearing lightweight cotton clothing. If symptoms arise, get the victim shelter, hot liquids, and dry clothes or a dry sleeping bag.



	



	•
	TAKE ALONG YOUR BRAIN. A cool, calculating mind is the single most important piece of equipment you’ll ever need on the trail. Think before you act. Watch your step. Plan ahead. Avoiding accidents before they happen is the best recipe for a rewarding and relaxing hike.




KIM’S TIPS FOR CAMPING WITH KIDS …

Camping with children can be a great way to introduce the young to the outdoors. It’s also wonderful exercise and an even better family-bonding experience. It’s time away from laundry, cell phones, and school—just you and the kids and nature.

WHAT TO BRING Packing for the kids is much like packing for the parents. Be sure each camper has the USDA Forest Service’s “ten essentials”: map, compass, water, knife, waterproof matches, high-energy food, suitable extra clothing (such as rain gear), mirror, first-aid kit, and whistle. 

Consider packing my list of additional “ten kid essentials” for the tent: your child’s favorite wholesome snack, juice, sunglasses, sunscreen, baby wipes, kid’s trail map, kid’s magnifying glass, scavenger-hunt cards, cuddle buddy, and permanent markers.

Be sure everyone is dressed for the weather. For hot or cold days, the rule is to dress in layers. All children need to have one proper pair of socks and one proper pair of shoes. Be sure there is no cotton in the socks, since cotton retains moisture and helps create blisters. Instead, buy child-sized wool socks and nylon liners—there are many different weights and variations for any condition. 

Each child needs a sleeping bag that will fit his or her body type and provide warmth at night. Do your research on sizes and temperature ratings. (Don’t cave in and get the Barbie sleeping bag little Susie really wants. Save that for slumber parties indoors.)

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS Children should be taught from the get-go that they must stay within eyesight of an adult. They are to never run off. Not only can they get lost or injured, they can cause damage to the ecosystem. Teach your kids to treat the outdoors kindly, and the outdoors will repay the favor. Also teach children to stay where they are if they get lost. Many children relate to hugging a tree when lost—instruct them to find one, hold on, and blow their whistle. Three whistle blows is the standard distress signal, which indicates, “I am lost” or “I need help.” Never let kids go near steep cliffs and other drop-off areas. Rules about rivers and other water sources and climbing on accessible rocks must be addressed as well. (My rule is “No!”)

Always teach outdoor etiquette: Leave no trace, pick up after others who do not, and don’t pick or pull anything. And of course, leaves of three, let them be.

KEEP IT FUN Before you leave home, have the kids help make a special kid-friendly map of the campground area that they can keep in their bag. Making maps helps teach direction and creativity. Create a kid-friendly legend that has items like waterfalls, trails, trees, or tents. Have the child mark interesting points of interest while they are camping.

Toy stores are home to many camping or backyard camping things such as kids’ magnifying glasses. A magnifying glass can be used to identify plants, insects, minerals in rocks, and flowers.

Make scavenger-hunt cards to use on any hike away from the campground (or in the area around the campground). A stack of index cards works fine. Have your child cut camping-related items from used magazines and paste them on each card. If your child can draw, this works as well. Write the name under the item and bring as many as you want. You can prolong your scavenger hunt cards throughout the summer by simply marking each item that you see on the back. It’s fun to have a trump card that could be tucked away for special sightings: bull snake, lost watch, or an abandoned sock. Bring a permanent marker to take notes on your cards—some may even want to laminate their cards.

Play games like “I Spy,” try bird-watching, look for animal tracks, or simply count rocks in the campground. The key is to play games that encourage children to observe their surroundings.

Assign a camping leader (or mountain leader as we call it) and have that child guide the camping trip. Have them plan the menu, decide when meals will be served, and even let them pick bedtime (don’t worry; most campers go to bed when the sun goes down). Have your child invite a friend, which helps your child see the world from another youngster’s perspective.

If the camping trip is going well, be sure to head home a little early; it prevents a last-minute meltdown. It’s always better to end early on a positive note than to end with sore feet, a lot of whining, and discouraged hikers.

… AND CAMPING WITH DOGS

I love camping with my dog as long as she doesn’t bark at strange noises in the middle of the night. Use these basic guidelines when taking your hound into the wild.



	



	•
	Leash a dog to prevent it from chasing wildlife and other campground users.




	



	•
	Also leash a dog to keep it from drinking out of streams and other water sources. Harmful bacteria, such as giardia, are a threat to dogs as well as humans. Always pack water for your dog.



	



	•
	Further, leash a dog to keep it from getting lost and possibly attacked by wild animals. Few things are worse than having to take a dog to the vet on a weekend with porcupine quills lodged in its sinuses.



	



	•
	Make sure that all of your dog’s vaccinations and medications are current, including rabies, bordetella, and heartworm. If you’re planning to camp in an area with Lyme disease, ask your vet about vaccinations.




	



	•
	After camping, carefully check Fido for ticks and burrs. Prepare for accidents, and keep antibiotic cream and self-sticking bandage tape in your first-aid kid.




	



	•
	It’s essential to pack out dog poop rather than leave it at the campsite. Dog waste is not the same as that of other animals, even that of coyotes or wolves. It’s dangerous to the environment, especially near water sources, and it makes a bad impression on the campers who use the site after you.
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BONNY LAKE STATE PARK CAMPGROUND

Burlington




“Bonny Lake is your prairie getaway in northeastern Colorado.”





RATINGS

Beauty: [image: images]
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Spaciousness: [image: images]

Quiet: [image: images]

Security: [image: images]

Cleanliness: [image: images]






KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	Bonny Lake State Park 30010 County Road 3 Idalia, CO 80735



	OPERATED BY:
	 Colorado State Parks



	INFORMATION:
	 (970) 354-7306; parks.state.co.us; Bonny marina and store, (970) 354-7339



	OPEN:
	 All year



	SITES:
	 10 walk-in tent sites, 190 other



	EACH SITE HAS:
	 Walk-in tent sites have picnic table and stand-up grill; others also have electricity



	ASSIGNMENT:
	 By advance reservation or pick an available site on arrival



	REGISTRATION:
	 By phone (call (800) 678-CAMP or (303) 470-1144 in Denver) or at www.reserveamerica.com



	FACILITIES:
	 Coin-operated hot showers, flush and vault toilets, laundry, phone, vending machines, group picnic area, marina



	PARKING:
	 At campsites or walk-in tent campers parking area



	FEE:
	 $5 Parks Pass plus $12 North Cove, East Beach; $12 Foster Grove, $12–$16 electric sites. Add $8 reservation fee.



	ELEVATION:
	 3,700 feet



	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: On leash only Fires: In fire grates only Alcohol: 3.2% beer only Vehicles: Designated roads only Other: 14-day stay limit in 30-day period






[image: images]

BONNY LAKE IS THE MOST EASTERLY campground in this entire guidebook. Located in a wide valley of the South Fork of the Republican River near the Kansas border, this 1,900-acre reservoir was originally built by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in the 1950s. The state of Colorado transformed it into a state park in the 1970s. Now you can boat, swim, and fish in this surprisingly scenic slice of the prairie. The East Beach is the best in tent camping among a good group of campgrounds that circle the lake. If you are coming from out of state, stop here on your way to or from the mountains. You will realize that Colorado really is beautiful not only in the high country, but in the prairie as well.

Starting on the northwest side of Bonny Lake is Foster Grove Campground. Cottonwood and willow shade the grassy flat of the campsites, though there is very little undergrowth and thus very little campsite privacy. However, the campsites are spread apart, making lack of privacy less of an issue. The lake is visible, but it is about a half-mile distant. Foster Grove is the second most developed campground here. It has showers and flush toilets.

North Cove is on a small arm of the lake. The campground is smaller, but more popular than Foster Grove. Ten of the 21 campsites face the lake. The sites away from the lake have metal shade shelters over the picnic tables. Although there is no electricity, bigger rigs still dominate this campground. There are vault toilets and water spigots, too. A boat ramp and small dock is at one end of the campground with a horseshoe pit nearby.

The East Beach Campground is at the southeastern corner of the reservoir near the dam. Drive in and pass three sunny campsites near the lake—they are screened from a view of the beach area by a line of cottonwoods. Under this line of cottonwoods are the park’s best campsites. This is a row of ten walk-in tent sites, which are by the lake under the trees and have a view of the beautiful waters. Try to get these campsites. Farther on are 20 more campsites exposed to the extremes of the prairie; mainly open exposure, high winds, and blazing sunshine. Thankfully, they do have shade shelters. The lake dam stands tall to your right.

On the southern shore of Bonny Lake near the main body of park development is Wagon Wheel Campground. It has all the amenities including laundry facilities, a dump station, and electricity—this means RVs. Stay away from this campground. A boat launch and marina are nearby.

This is but one of three boat launches scattered around this reservoir with the blue waters. Waterskiing is very popular here, but skiers must make their wakes in designated areas only. You can rent small fishing boats and pontoons at the marina here, and if you already have a boat, storage facilities are available as well. Limited supplies are available here, but I suggest loading up in Burlington.

Bonny Lake is known as one of the best warm-water fisheries in Colorado. Wipers, walleye, pike, bass, and bluegill can be caught in season. Call ahead to the state park for the latest fishing report. Beach lovers don’t have to leave land-locked Colorado to get a little sand between their toes. Bonny Lake has several beach areas. West Beach is one of the designated swimming areas. The other designated swimming beach is near the marina. Other beach areas are not designated for swimming.

Bring a bike and pedal around the lake. The view of the waters and the prairie from the dam is vivid. Bonny Lake is not just for summer. Wildlife viewing is a year-round pastime here. Bird life is particularly abundant. Hunting is allowed in season. No matter what time of year, you will be pleasantly surprised at Bonny Lake.



GETTING THERE

From I-70 in Burlington, drive north on US 385 for 23 miles to CR 2. Turn right on CR 2 and follow it 1.5 miles to Bonny Lake State Park.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (WGS84) 13S

Easting 0741440

Northing 4388090

Latitude N 39° 36′ 30.8″

Longitude W 102° 11′ 16″
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JACKSON LAKE STATE PARK CAMPGROUND

Fort Morgan




“Enjoy shoreline camping on this high-plains reservoir.”





RATINGS
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	 Jackson Lake State Park 26363 CR 3 Orchard, CO 80649



	OPERATED BY:
	 Colorado State Parks



	INFORMATION:
	 (970) 645-2551; parks.state.co.us



	OPEN:
	 All year



	SITES:
	 262



	EACH SITE HAS:
	 Picnic table, fire ring



	ASSIGNMENT:
	 By reservation or pick an available site upon arrival



	REGISTRATION:
	 (800) 678-CAMP (2267) or (303) 470-1144 in Denver), at entrance station or park office, or online at www.reserveamerica.com



	FACILITIES:
	 Hot showers, flush and vault toilets, laundry facilities, phone, electricity, marina



	PARKING:
	 At campsites or walk-in tent campers parking area



	FEE:
	 $5 Parks Pass plus, $12 basic sites, $16 electric sites. An $8 reservation fee is additional.



	ELEVATION:
	 4,440 feet



	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: On leash only Fires: In fire grates only Alcohol: 3.2% beer only Vehicles: None Other: 14-day stay limit in a 30-day period
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JACKSON LAKE, A LARGE, WARM-WATER reservoir, is an important feature of the northeastern Colorado high plains landscape. Local farmers depend on its water to irrigate their lands. But before these waters grace the fields, they provide scenic recreational opportunities to all who are lucky enough to come this way. The Rocky Mountains will always be a draw, but this relaxing state park should not be overlooked. Campers can stay overnight in a slew of shoreline campsites while boating, sailing, swimming, and fishing on the 2,700-acre lake. A walk-in tent camping area and lakeside beaches make this oasis even more appealing.

Several campgrounds border the impoundment along the west shore. The Lakeside Campground has wide-open, sun-whipped campsites farther from the lake, but nearer to the water, cottonwoods shade the preferred lakeside sites. A camper services building and shadier campsites are closer to the lake. Then a set of walk-in tent sites stretches along the shoreline. These are the best sites in the park for tent campers. A beach swimming area is near these walk-in tent sites.

The Cove Campground is more open. It has electrical hookups and caters more to RVs. The campsite picnic tables are shaded with interesting shelters that look like the shell of a turtle turned sideways. There is access to the swim beach here as well. The Pelican Campground also has four walk-in tent sites a slight distance from the shore and some shady shoreline drive-up campsites. Many of the others are more exposed to the elements. Boaters will want to take advantage of the quick access to the Shore-line Marina and boat ramp just north of the Pelican Campground.

The next campground, Sandpiper, lies on an open slope with numerous planted trees. The height of the hill allows for a great view of the lake, but at the expense of shade and privacy. There is a camper’s services building and electrical hookups here. Fox Hills is on a wide slope that offers views of the prairie and lake, which is fairly distant. There are many trees here. The final campground on the west shore, Northview, is on an open slope, but has electrical hookups and shade shelters for the campsite picnic tables. These last three campgrounds should be your last choice.

There is one small campground, Dunes, on the south shore of Jackson Lake. This campground abuts some wooded dunes that separate you from the lake, but the water is just a short climb over the dunes. The campground has picnic shelters, but also Russian olive and cottonwood trees for shade. These are more popular sites, and the small size of this campground makes for a quiet camping experience.

Water sports dominate the activities at Jackson Lake. Jet skiing, power boating, and waterskiing are enjoyed during summer months. The Shoreline Marina has limited supplies and most anything a boater might need, including boats themselves, from jet skis to pontoon barges. The west and south shores are designated as wakeless areas. In these areas are two lakeside beaches where swimmers cool off in the waters and sunbathers soak up some rays on the sand.

Bank fishing is popular in the Dike Fishing Area, where boats are prohibited. Both warm- and cold-water species inhabit the reservoir. Trout, walleye, wiper, perch, and crappie are angled for from the Dike Fishing Area and throughout the lake on boats. Anglers who go ice fishing on Jackson Lake increase each winter.

Landlubbers will be seen bicycling on the park roads. Campers can enjoy interpretive programs on summer weekends. You may learn about Jackson Lake’s wildlife, especially the wealth of waterfowl. Whether on land or water, you will come away from this pride of the prairie with a new perspective on Colorado.



GETTING THERE

From Fort Morgan, head west on I-76 for 14 miles to exit 66 and CO 39. Head north on CO 39 and follow it for 7.3 miles to CR Y5. Turn left on CR Y5 and follow it 2.5 miles to Jackson Lake State Park.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (WGS84) 13T

Easting 0577140

Northing 4470680

Latitude N 40° 22′ 50.1″

Longitude W 104° 5′ 24″
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CHECK OUT THESE OTHER GREAT TITLES
FROM MENASHA RIDGE PRESS!

60 HIKES WITHIN 60 MILES:

DENVER AND BOULDER
by Kim Lipker

0-89732-627-X

$16.05

6x9, paperback, 256 pages

181 maps, photographs, index

This book is the only guidebook in the area that pinpoints the
trails close to home. Hikers can explore Rocky Mountain
National Park, Barr Lake State Park, Roosevelt National
Forest, and everything in between
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CHECK OUT THESE OTHER GREAT TITLES
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GPS OUTDOORS

by Russell Helms

1SBN 10: 0-80732-967-8
1SBN 13: 978-0-89732-067-5
$10.05

120pages

Whether you're a hiker on a weekend trip through the Great
Smokies, a backpacker cruising the Continental Divide Trail,
a mountain biker kicking up dust in Moab, a paddler running
the Lewis and Clark bicentennial route, or a climber
pre-scouting the routes up Mount Shasta, a simple

handheld GPS unit is fun, useful, and can even be a lifesaver.
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DEAR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS,

SUPPORTING YOUR INTEREST IN 0UTDOOR ADVENTURE, travel, and an
active lifestyle is central to our operations, from the authors we choose to
the locations we detail to the way we design our books. Menasha Ridge
Press was incorporated in 1982 by a group of veteran outdoorsmen and
professional outfitters. For 25 years now, we've specialized in creating
books that benefit the outdoors enthusiast.

Almost immediately, Menasha Ridge Press earned a reputation for
revolutionizing outdoors- and travel-guidebook publishing. For such
activities as canoeing, kayaking, hiking, backpacking, and mountain
biking, we established new standards of quality that transformed the
whole genre, resulting in outdoor-recreation guides of great
sophistication and solid content. Menasha Ridge continues to be outdoor
publishing’s greatest innovator.

The folks at Menasha Ridge Press are as at home on a white-water river or
mountain trail as they are editing a manuseript. The books we build for you
are the best they can be, because we're responding to your needs. Plus, we
use and depend on them ourselves.

We look forward to seeing you on the river or the trail. Ifyou'd like to
contact us directly, join in at www.trekalong.com orvisit us at
www.menasharidge.com. We thank you for your interest in our books
and the natural world around us all.

SAFE TRAVELS,

AUy

BOB SEHLINCER
PUBLISHER
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Looking For More Info?

Menasha Ridge Press has partnered
with Trails.com to provide additional
information for all the trails in this
book, including

- Topo map downloads
- Real-time weather
- Trail reports, and more

To access this information, visit:
http://menashari

In Partnership With

@ Trailscom
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“A great resource for familis looking fo scenic, selected locations where
they can asily take the kids, or for those folks who donit have the time or
the inclination for a fll-scale backpacking trip”

—Buckpacker Magazine

PERFECT CAMPING FOR YOU IN
COLORADO!

Camping is one of lfe’s great pleasures, and Colorado has plenty to offe those.
who need a quick getaway. The campgrounds chosen for tis guide had to be

‘accessible by car but not overrun by RVs, boast great scenery, and be as close to
a wilderness experience as possible. For native Coloradians or outof-state vaca- 1

tioners,ths exhaustivel researched uide makes it easy to find and enjoy the
best tent-camping experiences in the state—from the ciff dwellngs of Mesa

Verde to the deep canyons of the Gunnison National Park to the native grasses
of the Pawnes National Grasslands, camping in Colorado has never been better:

‘THE BEST IN TENT CAMPING: COLORADO includes:

A maps of 50 campgrounds in five distinct Colorado regions;

A ey information such as fees, restritions, dates of operation, and facities

A selections based on location, diverse topography and size, overall_appea,
and reliable management;

A Driving directions to the campground and UTM coordinates for 6PS users;

A Ratings for beauty privacy, spaciousness, quiet, safety and security, and
cleanliness

‘THE BEST IN TENT CAMPING: COLORADO says adios to:
A Concretersiab platforms A Blaring stereos
A Poor maintenance A Convoys of RVs

S0 get ready to pitch your tent. And take along your copy of THE BEST IN TENT
CAMPING: COLORADO. It's handy on your way, and even after you arrive. This
Quite s a keeper.

- S e D

52l 514

‘ 51408

Menasha Ridge Press






