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To my nieces and nephews —
Emma, Evan, Hannah, Katie, Louis, Miriam, Ramie, and Tillie
In alphabetical order, but all first in my heart.



Big huge hugs and kisses,
Aunt Laurie



For my sweet little Juliette
J.K.
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The Wheels
on the Bus

ON THE BUS ON THE WAY TO W.D.C.!

Dear Trip Journal,

The wheels on the bus go around and around and around. And Mr. Knight says they have to go around a whole lot more because we have a long way to go before we get to Washington. That’s the bad news.

The good news is that he’s passing out doughnuts.

G.2.G.E.D. (That’s short for got 2 go eat doughnuts.)
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P.S. It’s not so easy to write while you’re on a moving bus. It’s also not so easy to write when your best friend  (Mary Ann, in case you didn’t know who I was talking about) is asleep on you. C B Lo 2 C what I mean.
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STILL ON THE BUS,
STILL ON THE WAY TO W.D.C.

Dear Trip Journal,

10 things I have done since the last time I wrote in you:

#1 EATEN one plain, one chocolate, and one blueberry-filled doughnut. This  sounds easy, but it wasn't because I have a loose tooth on the left side of my mouth. My friend Pamela Brooks's advice: chew the doughnuts on the right side. Also not so easy.

[image: Image]

#2 REFUSED to be a human pillow.

#3 PLAYED Go Fish, Hearts, and Solitaire. (It is even harder to play cards on a bus than it is to write in a journal.)

#4 TRIED to pay attention while Mrs. Brooks (Pamela’s mother and our official trip chaperone) read us the history of the White House. Also not so easy to do as the White House has a VERY long history, and Mrs. Brooks read us every bit of it.
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#5 TALKED to lots of people on this bus including: April, Joey, Pamela, Dawn,  Zoe, Sammy, and C-Lo (a.k.a. Carlos Lopez— cute, new boy from Mexico whom I had a crush on and who I think would have had one back on me except that Mary Ann claimed him first). I didn’t actually talk to him. Mary Ann did. But I sat next to her while she did.

#6 GONE to the bathroom (4 times). How cool is it that there is a bathroom on this bus?

#7 READ three magazines.

#8 FILLED OUT one magazine questionnaire (with Mary Ann) about finding your soul mate. According to our answers, hers is right here on this bus and mine is in Australia.

 #9 TAKEN pictures of people on the bus. Most of the people were awake and smiling (like Pamela), but some were asleep and snoring (like Joey). Here’s a fact: Awake and smiling people look better in pictures than asleep and snoring ones. (I’m leaving a space to put in pictures so you can see what I mean.)
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 #10 LISTENED to Max’s iPod, which I still can’t believe he let me bring on this trip. (Note to self: Buy nice gift for Max so he will let me borrow iPod more often.)

I just asked Mr. Knight if we are almost there. He didn’t answer, which I think means we still have a long way to go.
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P.S. Actually, I did 11 things since the last time I wrote in you.

#11 WIGGLED my loose tooth (a lot). On a scale of 1-10, Pamela said my tooth is a 4, which means I have a lot more wiggling to do.



G.2.G. (Got to go.) G.2.W. (Got to wiggle!)
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STILL ON THE BUS,
STILL ON THE WAY TO W.D.C.

Dear Trip Journal,

This bus ride is taking a looooong time, which means I have had a loooong time to think about something that is bothering me. And that something is that I don’t really like writing Dear Trip Journal. If you ask me, writing Dear Trip Journal sounds kind of grownup-ish, and not so cute, if you know what I mean.

So . . . I’ve decided I’m going to name you. I have a very nice name picked out, but before I tell you, I want to tell Mary Ann. So B.R.B.A.S.A.I.T.M.A. (That’s short for be right back as soon as I tell Mary Ann.)
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OK. I’m back. Mary Ann loved the name I picked. It’s Martha! As in Martha  Washington. George’s wife. Get it? Love it?!? I hope so because it’s yours! From now on, I’m going to be writing Dear Martha instead of Dear Trip Journal.
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P.S. Mary Ann is going to call her trip journal Zac Efron.



STILL ON THE BUS,
STILL ON THE WAY TO W.D.C.

Dear Martha,

Mr. Knight said we’re getting close! He also said he has some rules he wants to go over, AND he’s going to tell us who our partners will be when we go places and whom we will be rooming with at the hotel. Pamela just told me it’s time to stop writing and start paying attention.
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 STILL ON THE BUS, STILL ON THE
WAY TO (You guessed it!) W.D.C.

Dear Martha,

Mr. Knight just gave out the rules we’re supposed to follow:
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Joey just said he’s not sure why Mr. Knight gave us all those rules, because in his opinion, they all mean the same thing, which is DON’T GET LOST!

Pamela said Mr. Knight is just trying to emphasize a V.I.P. (short for a Very Important Point).

Mr. Knight also gave out partner assignments and room assignments. My partner assignment is all good. It’s Mary Ann. When we found out, Mary Ann said: “YEAH! YEAH! YEAH!”

My room assignment is half good and half bad. ( No YEAH! YEAH! YEAH!)

C chart 2 C what I mean.
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 If you’re wondering why I think sharing a room with Arielle and Danielle for the next four days will be bad, I will give you an example.

Right when Mr. Knight announced the room assignments, Danielle tapped Mary Ann on the shoulder and said, “Arielle and I get first dibs on the bathroom.”

 Then Arielle looked at me and said, “Danielle and I call the closet.”

Martha, if you were a wish pond (like the one on my street), I would make a wish, and the wish I would make is that living with Arielle and Danielle for the next four days won’t be as bad as I think it will be.
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P.S. Mr. Knight just said we are getting close.



STILL ON THE BUS,
BUT NOT FOR MUCH LONGER!

Dear Martha,

Mr. Knight just announced that we are in Alexandria, Virginia!!! This time, I was the one who said, “YEAH! YEAH! YEAH!”

You’re probably wondering why I’m so excited to be in Alexandria, and the  reason is because Mr. Knight also said that Alexandria is a hop, skip, and a jump away from Washington.

Translation: We are very close and everyone on this bus is very excited!
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 STILL ON THE BUS,
BUT GETTING
READY TO GET OFF!

Martha,

Mr. Knight just said to pack up our belongings and to dispose of our trash in the bag as he walks through the aisles. Right now, he sounds more like a flight attendant (or in this case, a bus attendant) than he does a teacher.

But I don’t care . . . because guess what . . . We’re here! It’s time to get off this bus!

[image: Image] Mallory



One more thing: Here’s a We-Arrived poem!



YEAH! YEAH! YEAH!

YIPPEE! YIPPEE! YIPPEE!

I never thought we’d get here,

But we’re in WASHINGTON, D.C.!



NOTE TO MR. KNIGHT:

I didn’t actually make up this poem. Mary Ann did. But she said it would be super cute if we both put it in our journals. Also, if you get sick of being a teacher, you would make a good bus attendant.
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End of sample
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Dear Students,

Tomorrow morning we leave on our
class trip to Washington, D.C. We've
waited patiently for this exciting time
to arrive, and at last it has!
Enclosed are several items:

Item #1: A Blank Notebook. During
our trip, I expect you to keep a journal.
Our nation's capital is a special place.
You will all find much to write about.
When we return, you will have a

week to turn in your journals. You are
welcome to add in illustrations, photos,
and anything else that you think will help
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make your journal unique. I encourage
you fo be creative.

Item #2: A Trip Itinerary. Enclosed
are two copies of our Trip Itinerary.
One is for you and the other copy is for
your parents so they will be able to "go
along with you" to all of the wonderful
places we will be seeing.

Item #3: A class trip T-shirt. Put
it on bright and early fomorrow morning.
Everyone needs to be at school at 5:30!
The bus leaves at 6 a.m. sharp. We don't
want to leave anyone behind.

Get a good night's sleep, don't forget
to pack your cameras, and get ready to
have a great time in Washington, D.C.!

Sincerely,
Mr. Knight
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MALLORY!

Mallory is in Washington, D.C.
with her fourth grade class. She
can't wait to see the famous
monuments and museums. But
from the moment she sets foot

in the nation's capital, there’s

one thing she doesn't see much

of ... her best friend. Mary Ann

is spending so much time with

the new boy in their class, she’s
forgotten all about being partners
with Mallory. And when Mallory
wanders off to wiggle her loose
tooth, her tooth isn't the only
thing that is lost! Will Mallory’s
trip to Washington turn out to be
one she'll always remember o
something she'd rather forget?






