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For Emma, the actress in our family,
and special thanks to the real
Mrs. Denson for her guidance
—L.B.F.



For my husband Josh, my best friend
—J.K.
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NEWS FLASH

Here’s a riddle: Whose name starts with an A, her friend’s name starts with a D, and they’re both jumping around my fourth-grade classroom like they’re either on a trampoline or really excited about something? 

If you guessed Arielle and Danielle, you guessed right. 

“News flash!” says Danielle as soon as I walk through the door with my best friends Mary Ann and Joey. 

“What’s the news?” I ask. 

“We know, but we’re not telling,” says Danielle. 

“We got here early so Mr. Knight told us,” says Arielle, like the idea that they were here to get the information is almost as exciting as the information itself. 

The bell rings. “Class, take your seats, please,” says my teacher, Mr. Knight. 

“Since you’re late, you’ll have to wait and hear it when Mr. Knight tells the rest of the class,” whispers Arielle. 

I give Mary Ann and Joey an I-know-they’reenjoying-knowing-something-we-don’t look. 

“How do you know we even want to know what it is?” I whisper back. 

She and Danielle look at each other like they have to hold in their laughter. “Trust me,” says Danielle. “You’re going to want to know.” 

Even though I don’t like that Arielle and Danielle know something that Mary Ann, Joey, and I don’t, I do like that Mr. Knight has something exciting to tell us. I cross my toes. I hope whatever he has to say is as exciting as Arielle and Danielle think it is. 

[image: images]

“Class,” says Mr. Knight once everyone is seated. “Before we begin our lessons, I have an announcement.” 


He writes the word Annie on the board. 

“Fern Falls Elementary is going to be putting on a musical called Annie. I am sure some of you are familiar with the plot. If you are not, it is the story of an orphaned girl and her dog and what they go through to find a family.” 

[image: images]

Mr. Knight smiles. “It is a heartwarming story, and it will be a lot of fun for everyone at our school who chooses to participate.” 

A lot of hands go up. 

Mr. Knight motions for us to put our hands down. “I’m thrilled to see you’re all so enthusiastic. Let me finish explaining, and then you may ask questions. 

“The show is open to all students at Fern Falls Elementary. Auditions will be next week. If you are interested in trying out, please come see me. I will give you a preselected piece of the script, which you will need to memorize and recite at the auditions. As Annie is a musical, you will also need to be prepared to sing a song of your choice. There will even be some dancing involved for those of you who like to dance.” 
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Everyone starts talking at the same time. Now I know why Arielle and Danielle were so excited. This is going to be so much fun. “I can’t wait to try out,” I say to Mary Ann, who is at the desk next to me. “We should pick our songs after school today so we can start practicing.” 

“OK,” says Mary Ann. She picks at the frayed edges of her notebook like that is much more interesting than picking a song. 

“Aren’t you excited to try out?” I ask her. 

But before she can answer, Mr. Knight tells everyone to quiet down. “If anyone has questions, I’m happy to answer them.” 

“When is the show?” asks April. 

“Next month,” says Mr. Knight. “Once the show is cast, it will take some time for the actors to memorize their parts and to get everything ready, like costumes and scenery.” 

Joey raises his hand. “What if you don’t want to be in the show, but you want to help do something else?” 

Mr. Knight nods like he approves of the question. “You will be able to sign up to be part of the crew,” he says. “There will be all kinds of things for the crew to do like lighting and scenery and makeup.” 

[image: images]

Some of the boys laugh. I don’t think Joey had makeup in mind when he asked the question. 

Pamela Brooks, my good friend and desk mate from last year, raises her hand. “Who is going to be the director of the show?” 
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Mr. Knight smiles again. “That is a surprise. But what I will tell you is that we are bringing in someone very special who has done lots of school plays.” 

Everyone starts talking at once about the mystery person, but Mr. Knight stops us. “Class, please open your math books and let’s continue the section we’re doing on fractions.” 

Mr. Knight starts explaining about dividing a pie into parts. I look at the numerator and denominator he’s written on the board. It’s hard to think about parts of a pie, even if I imagine that it is my favorite pie, chocolate marshmallow, when all I can think about is Annie. 

I can’t wait to look for a song and start practicing lines from the script. 

And I’m not the only one who is thinking about it. At lunch, Annie is all that anyone at my table is talking about. 

“I can’t wait to try out for Annie,” says Zoe. 

“Me too,” says Hannah. 

“Me three,” I say like I haven’t been this excited about anything in a long time, and the truth is, I haven’t. 

Arielle and Danielle look at each other. Then they look at me. “I think it’s pretty obvious that not everyone who tries out will get a part,” says Danielle. 
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“At least, not a good one,” says Arielle. 

“We’ve been dancing for a long time.” Danielle gives Arielle a we’re-going-to-getgood-parts-because-we’re-good-dancers look. 

I know Arielle and Danielle think they will get great parts and I won’t. Usually, when they say stuff like this, it bothers me. But today, I’m so excited that I don’t let it. 

I put my peanut butter and marshmallow sandwich back in my lunch bag. “I’m too excited to eat,” I tell Mary Ann. “Want to come over after school, and we can pick our songs?” 

“OK,” says Mary Ann. But her “OK” doesn’t sound very enthusiastic. 

“C’mon,” I say as I drag her out of the cafeteria. “Let’s go get the script from Mr. Knight, and we’ll have everything we need this afternoon to get started.” 

“OK,” Mary Ann says again like that’s what she’ll do if I want to, but she doesn’t really care if she does it. 

I look at my friend. I don’t know what part of the script Mr. Knight is going to give us, but for Mary Ann’s sake, I hope it has the word OK in it. 

That’s the one word Mary Ann seems to be really good at saying lately. 




End of sample
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right on her forehead (even though she
was still in the auditorium filled with tons
of people). “But | told Mary Ann that |
think she will be an excellent big sister
and that even though she might not be
the youngest one in the %mdg, she will
always be my babg.”

“And she will always be my best
Sriend,” said &irl #1.

Then something really nice (and
surprising) happened. Girl #a actually
wiped awoy her tears and smiled. @irl #1
was relieved to see her friend smiling. 1t
was the First time she had seen her smile
in a long time.

airl #1 had tons of questions she
wanted to ask her friend like, “Can we
babysit $or the new baby together?” and
“Can we teach her how to say things
three times?”
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But she knew she would have to
wait and ask all of her questions later
because (o) it might not even be a. girl
and (o) right at that moment, she had a.
party to go to backstage.

S0 she did what any girl in her
situation would do. She looped her arm
through her best friend’s arm and said
she wasnt qoing

anywhere unless

her best $riend 3
was coming with  |£/

o Jrs

Rnd off they
went together.
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of the popular Mallory
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award-winning picture
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Friedman says she does,

though not quite as

much as Mallory.
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A TALE OF TWO
FRIENDS: PART 3

The tale of the two $riends
continues...

The minute that the play wos over,
&irl #1 ran out from behind the curtain.
Though she enjoyed her time onstage

ploying someone else, all she wanted to
do was 1o be herself ogain. She couldn’
get it out of her mind what &irl #a had
told her right before the show, and she
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couldn’t wait to #ind her and talk to her.

She searched desperately through the
erowd until she found her friend. She
was with her mother. even though they
were in an auditorium filled with people,
it looked like Girl #3 and her mother
were both erying.

&irl #1 ran to Girl #a and threw her
arms around her neck.

“Are you OK? 18 it really true?” Girl #1
asked il #a.

eut before Girl
#3 had a chance
*o answer, &irl
#als mother
answered for her.

“Yes, Mallory.
(That is what
il #a3’s mother -
called &irl #1) G"'Gl?f\%zz‘"a'“
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EXIT
when everyone leaves the stage
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Frank and | are having a baby. Mary
Ann is going to be a big sister.”
sefore Girl #1 could say anything else
like “Woul MARY ANN (thadt is what &irl
#1 sometimes called &irl #3) 1S GOING
To et A Blg SIsTeR! or “Why was it
such a big secret?” or “How come Mary
ann didn't want
to tell me?” &irl
#3)s mother kept

said she told you
about the baby,
| didn't know

she knew. She
overheard Frank
and me talking.
But we wanted to talk to Mary Ann, Joey,
and Winnie at the same time.”

Porteait of 4 preapant lady
who really [ikes totaik,
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&irl #1 tried to listen while Girl #a's
mother was explaining things, but she
was having a hard time listening because
she was busy wakehing a. tear (actually
lots of them) roll down @irl #as cheeks.
She realized that the reason Girl #a
hadn’t been interested in the play was
becouse she had other, bigger qugs ‘o
think about, like becoming a big sister.

“Are you sad about the baby?” &irl #1
asked her $riend.

“Not sad,” said &irl #a in a little voice.
“eut maype o little bit scared.”

Girl #1 noticed thot when Girl #3 said
what she did about being scared, she
Kind of looked like a baby herself.

“Mary Ann told me she is scared about
what this will mean for l«\er,W said &irl #3's
mother. Then she put her arm around
her daughter and planted a. big kiss





OEBPS/images/115.jpg
CURTAIN TIME
the beginning of the show





OEBPS/images/116.jpg





OEBPS/images/111.jpg





OEBPS/images/114.jpg





OEBPS/images/c14.jpg





OEBPS/images/c15.jpg





OEBPS/images/c16.jpg





OEBPS/images/c10.jpg





OEBPS/images/c11.jpg





OEBPS/images/c12.jpg





OEBPS/images/c13.jpg





OEBPS/images/c7.jpg





OEBPS/images/c8.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/c9.jpg





OEBPS/images/100.jpg





OEBPS/images/104.jpg





OEBPS/images/98.jpg
She closed her
eyes and made
a wish that the
answer to that
last question
would be yes. All
she wanted to do

was run out of

the theater and
find her $riend
and talk to her,
but she knew she couldn’t do that. The
show was about to begin.
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CONFLICT
the struggle between two or more actors
that leads to a climax
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Yortrait of a Stade
manage” with ne
clue whet fo do
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and a. D must have sent her email to
qirl #a.

That's right. They sent something that
was sent fo them to someone who wasn’t
supposed to see it.

when &irl #1 realized what had
happened, at Sirst she 9ot angry and her
mind filled with questions.

How could those girls have done
something like that? was it illegal to do
something like that? Could they go to
Jail @and if they did, who would play their

parts in the show)? why would they have
done something like that if they were
her friends?

As all of these questions ran through
airl #1's brain, she realized she felt sick
(not Severish sick or like she needed to
blow her nose sick but sick in every part
of her body. Sick from the fop of her
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head to the tip of her toes but especially
sick in her stomach.

She was mad at the girls who sent the
email, but she knew that wasn't going to
help anything with her best friend.

Whot she had written didn’t sound
very nice. She knew it must have been
why her best friend was so upset. She
started fo say something, but before the
words could come out of her mouth, &irl
#3 stood up and ran out of the theater.

airl #1 knew she had to find her best
friend and talk o her. She could feel the
tears starting to spill down her cheeks.
She looked down at the piece of paper in
her hand and wished she could take it all
back or, at the very least, magically turn
it into o tissue.

would her best friend still want to be
her best friend?
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who wanted
+o know what

was on a piece
of paper. She
looked at it.
But when she
did, she didn't
like what she
saw. On the
piece of paper
was an email.

1t took o minute Sor &irl #1's brain to
3\)1.5 understand why Girl #a had o copy
of this email. It was an email that &irl #1
had written about Girl #3. She knew she
hadn't sent it to Girl #3, but then, without
hawing to think for another second, she
knew exactly who had.

Her friends (if you can call them
that) whose names start with an A
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DRESS REHEARSAL
rehearsal in costumes prior
to the real thing
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&irl #1 peered out into the theater.
She saw Girl #3. She waved to her, but
Girl #3a didn’t wave back. &ven though
airl #1 didn’t think she should be the

one to do this, she went to say a quick
hello o her friend. But when &irl #1 got
+o where &irl #3 was sitting, some very
strange things happened.

&irl #a didn’t look like she was happy
to see Girl #1. Not only did she not wish
her luck in the show, she actually said
that the only reason she even came was
because her mother made her come.

&irl #1 was confused. She fold &irl #a.
that she didn’t understand why she was
acting this way.

So Girl #3 shoved something into &irl
#'s hand. It was a. piece of paper.

unsure what was on the piece of
paper, Girl #1 did what anyone would do
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A TALE OF TWO
FRIENDS: PART 2

S0 the tale of the two friends continues

as &irl #1 stands backstage, re&d\j to go
on the night of the biggest performance
of her life. But something was troubling

her. Her best $riend (remember &irl

#3, the one who had been acting weird
lately) still hadn’t wished her good luck
before the show. In fact, she hadnt said
one word to her all day.
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at 5:30 sharp! The show starts at 7:00, but
we will need plenty of time for last-minute
adjustments.

NERVES: You have all worked so hard.
It’s normal to be nervous right before a
performance. Just remember: if you forget
a line or aren’t sure where your place is

on the stage, our crew members will be
there on the sides of the stage to help you.
And here’s a tip: don’t forget to breathe!
Repeat after me: breathe deep! | promise,
it helps.

I know you will all do a great job. It has
been a pleasure working with each and
every one of you, and | can’t wait until the
big night!

Mrs. Denson
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REHEARSALS: We will be rehearsing
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at our
regular time after school. As these are
our final rehearsals, it is important that
everyone comes ready to work.

COSTUMES: All the costumes are
ready (and look fantastic)! They will be
backstage and ready for you when you
arrive for dress rehearsal.

DRESS REHEARSAL: Dress rehearsal
begins promptly on Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
in the auditorium. Please have a snack
beforehand. (Actors do better with food in
their stomachs!) We will do a straight run-
through of the whole show.

PERFORMANCE NIGHT: Everyone needs to
be backstage for costumes and makeup
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BACKSTAGE
any part of the stage not in the acting area
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A LETTER

From: Mrs. Denson, Director
To: Cast Members and Crew of Annie
Subject: Final Week

Dear Cast and Crew,
Congratulations on making it to the

final week before the big performance. As
Friday night is showtime, we have a lot to
do this week to be ready. The following
are a few last-minute instructions for all of

you to follow:
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CUE
a signal that starts a change of any kind
during a performance
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Wha¥'s Wrong with my friend 2
&le,

33

Time to Study. | None for me.

GilcK? TH'S amystery,
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CAST
the actors chosen to perform in a play
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THE LEAD
actor or actress who has the main part
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MONOLOGUE
a long speech by a single actor
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SCENES

the “building blocks” of a play,

like chapters in a book
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She reminded her that she liked to dance
and that she should practice her dancing
S0 she would look good at the audition.

She even made up 2
MARY ANN'S
*Rzususm_ *
% SCHEDULE

a little rehearsal

schedule for her. -
But nothing Mori: _PRACTICE:
TUES: PRACTICE!
she did seemed WED: PRACTIE,
e THurs: PRACTIcE!
difference. FRL: PRAC T,‘:
SAT: PRACTICE | |
It was like Q]AY\ [ PeacTize ]
#3 either didnt

care if she got a. good part or thought
she would get one whether she was
prepared or not.

As the days leading up to tryouts
passed, &irl #1 continued to prepare,
while &irl #a didn't. ach day, &irl
#1 begged her $riend to get her act
together. (Act. Actress. Get it?)
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But Girl #3 barely seemed to hear
what her $riend had to say.

As you can imagine, this annoyed &irl
#1 because she thought being in o ploy
sounded like a. lot of fun, especially if she
could be in it with her best friend. even
though her best friend had been her
best friend from the day she was born,
sometimes her friend sort of forgot to
act like a best $riend. And &irl #1 couldn’t
help but think thot this was one of those
times.

S0 the night before the auditions, &irl #1
did the only thing that was left for her to do.

She went to the wish pond on her
street. She found a perfect rock. She
el i tightly in the paim of her hand and
squeezed her eyes shut. Then she made
o wish that she AND her $riend would both
get parts in the play at school.
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friends do everything together, you
probably think that the other friend
(with curly, blonde hair), who we will call
&irl #3, did exactly the same thing, But
guess what? That'’s not what she did.

&irl #a didn’t get excited about the
play ot all.

She didn't pick out a.song +o sing. She
just said she would sing “whatever.” She
didn't bring home what she was supposed
to read at tryouts. Actually, she did. eut
then she said she couldn’t $ind it in her
backpack. And she didn’t even spend
any time in front of the mirror in her
bothroom.

This worried &irl #1. She tried to
explain to her friend how important it
was %o prepare for the auditions. She
*old her that it she wanted to get a good
part, she would have to work hard on it.
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PROPS
everything onstage, except the
scenery and the actors
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She threw her rock in the water. As
she walked home, she looked up at the
night sky. when she found the brightest
star, she repeated her wish again. Then
she made her way home. One thing she
was determined to do was get a good.
night’s sleep before the big day.

She could only hope that her $riend
would be smart enough to do the same.

Girl %1 . e.f\ #z |

Prepared
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and lots of $reckles), who we will call irl
#1, got super excited. She couldn’t wait
to try out for the play. The same doy
that the teacher told them about the
play, &irl #1 started getting ready for
ouditions.

She picked out a song to sing. She
started practicing it every chance she
got. She brought home the part she was
supposed to
read ot tryouts
and rehearsed
it in $ront of
the mirror in
her bathroom
ot least three
times o day.

Since you
already know
that the two
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A TALE OF TWO
FRIENDS: PART 1

©Once upon a time there were two
friends. These friends did everything
together. They had sieepovers
together. They painted their toenails.
together. They were even in the same.

class ot school. One day, their teacher
announced there was going to be a. play
at their sehool

The $irst Sriend (with red hair, bangs,
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INGREDIENTS:

One play or musical
Lots of delicious snacks
Plenty of friends

STEP 1: Go to the nearest video store and
look in the section with plays and musicals.
Rent something that looks good. Better yet,
rent several that look good.
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STEP 2: Get busy making snacks. You
will need lots of yummy things to eat

while you are watching. My favorites are
popcorn and lemonade.

STEP 3: Call your friends and invite
them over to watch with you.

(Even though it’s really fun being in
play, it's just as much fun watching them
with your friends.)

Step 4: Have fun,
and don’t forget to
return the videos
when you're done.

I hope you have just as much fun with
plays as | did!

Big, huge hugs and kisses!

Mallory
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DIRECTOR
the person in charge of a show
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PLOT
‘the story, or in simple English,
“What it's all about”
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SCRIPT
the text of a play
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A WORD FROM MALLORY

My name is Mallory Medonald, like he
restaurant but no relation, and | have a Bl
problem. QC{\AGHB, 1have a BF88. problem

In case you don’t know what that means,
Vil tell you. 1 have a Best Friend Behaving
8sadly problem.
The best friend I'm talking about

is Mary Ann, and the reason she’s
behaving badly is because she's
not acting like my best $riend.
In fact, she’s acting like
she hardly even knows
who | am. 'm not
K\dd\r\g. As far as Mary
Aon is coneerned, | might

os well start wearing o
T-shirt that says /'m
Invisible.

whenever Mary
Ann sees me
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own life.” Miss McDonald's friends

and family all say that they were

very proud of her performance.
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(which lately, isn't very often), she actually
looks the other way and pretends like 'm
not even there.

1% you're asking Yoursel? why she would,
do something lie tha, you can stop asking,
Vil tell you the answer in one simple word:
JEALOUSY.

That's right. Mary Ann is jealous of
me. 1# you're wondering why she would be

jealous of me, 1l tell you that too.

she’s jealous because | got something she
wants and instead of being happy for me,
she’s unhappy for herself.

Now do you see what | mean about Best
Friend Behaving Badly?

Mom says | should talls o Mary Ann. Mom
says there are always two sides to every
story. But | say this doesn’t have anything to
do with sides. It has to do with acting, Mary
Ann needs to start acting like my best friend.

Period. &nd of story, which if you ask me,
has only one side . ... MiNg!
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THE FERN FALLS REPORTER
Though got off to a slow
start, the students of Fern Falls

Elementary put on a wonderful

performance of Annie last night.
It was standing room only in the
school auditorium last night as

Miss Mallory McDonald, playing the
role of Annie, led her schoolmates
in a flawless performance.

McDonald said she enjoyed the acting
experience very much. “It's fun
being somecne else for a while, but

e to get back to your
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DARK
a theater that is closed to the public
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THE WORLD IS
A STAGE FOR
MALLORY
McDONALD!

When Mallory tries out for a
part in the school play and gets
the lead, she is super excited.
But not everyone shares her
enthusiasm, especially her

best friend Mary Ann. In fact,
the more excited Mallory

gets, the less excited Mary

Ann becomes. Mallory can’t
understand why Mary Ann is
acting so strange. Even though
the lights are shining bright,

is there something Mallory is
not seeing? Can Mallory find a
way to play the roles of leading
lady and best friend?
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