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For Doris Woodside ... Martha Zerfoss ...

Emily Hopkins ... and Pat Broderick,

because one of the best times of day

is time spent with friends.

—E. S. 

For Nikki,

any time I'm with you is my best time of day.

—B. L.
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Shh ... Everyone’s sleeping. The farm has grown still,

and nothing is stirring in starlight until . ¥
the barn owl awakens to softly take flight.

For Barn Owl the best time of day...

.
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The farmer’s dog finds that his best time of day
is dusk, when the spaniel down Mrs. Ives’s way
starts barking—to Dog's ears it’s more like a croon:

Come wander the meadow. Come wait for the moon.
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The best time of day, declares Farmer Fred,

is eating his lunch in the shade of the shed—
with his dog alongside and a note from his wife:
“Kisses XXX—till supper.” Ah, this is the life.
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The best time of day for the farmer’s son, Joe,

is recess. The bell rings—he’s ready to go.

The school yard backs up to a cornfield—what fun!
Let’s play come-and-catch-me. How fast can you run?






OPS/images/TheBestTimeOfDay-page0014.png





OPS/images/TheBestTimeOfDay-page0012.png
—

The best time of day for the farmer’s wife, Mabel, ;
is breakfast—with pancakes and eggs on the table. :
With apples a-sizzle and muffins galore,

and all of her family hungry for more.
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The best time of day for the rooster is when
the sun rises high over barnyard and pen.
He wakes up the farmer, the animals, too,
with his rowdy-dow “Cocka-doodle-dee-doo!”
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Emily Hopkins ....and Pat Broderick,
because one of the best times of day

time spent with friends.

For Nikki
any time I'm with you is my best time of day.
—B. L.
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The best time of day for the farmer’s wife, Mabel,
is breakfast—with pancakes and eggs on the table.
With apples a-sizzle and muffins galore,
and all of her family hungry for more.
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The best time of day for farmhand Bill Bower
is six a.m. Pop!—out of bed for a shower.
Time for a sudsing. Time for a song.
Sometimes his parakeet Pete sings along.
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The best time of day, declares Farmer Fred}

is eating his lunch in the shade of the shed—
with his dog alongside and a note from his wife:
“Kisses XXX—till supper.” Ah, this is the life.
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The best time of day for the farmer’s son, Joe,

is recess. The bell rings—he’s ready to go.

The school yard backs up to a cornfield—what fun!
Let’s play come-and-catch-me. How fast can you run?






OPS/images/TheBestTimeOfDay-merge0015.png
The best time of day for the marmalade cat

is her midmorning nap in an old scarecrow hat.
Drowsy and cozy, she lets out a sigh—
and seems not to notice two mice scamper b
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The best time of day for baby Nicole

is two p.m.—onto the road for a stroll.
“Oink” to the piggies. “Moo” to the cow.
Wave hi to Daddy, who's riding the plow.
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The best time of day for the neighbor Lynn Ives
is just after lunch, when the mail truck arrives

with postcards ... or letters her granddaughter sends—
or a packet of snapshots from one of her friends.
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The best time of day for Granny McCall
is five p.m. Why? That’s when Gus comes to call.
The two of them sit on the porch swing together
and chat about chickens and changes in weather.
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The best time of day for Joe's sister, Star,
is four—when she practices on the guitar.
Her music’s so lovely (a warm bluesy style)
that Farmhand Bill stops to listen awhile.
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The best time of day for Granny’s friend Gus

is when Mabel says, “Stay! Have supper with us.
~ There’s plenty of corn bread and plenty of stew.”
Gus sheepishly grins. “Don’t mind if | do.”
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The best time of day for Joe's sister, Star,
is four—when she practices on the guitar.
Her music’s so lovely (a warm bluesy style)
that Farmhand Bill stops to listen awhile.
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The best time of day for baby Nicole

is two p.m.—onto the road for a stroll.
“Oink” to the piggies. “Moo” to the cow.
Wave hi to Daddy, who's riding the plow.
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