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MY ILLUSTRATOR'S PIG
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Practice must have helped each story get a little
hotter, for on my seventh Ley 0o book came back
Just a “Yes please.”

That’s called an acceptance.

1 was heside myself with joy and excitement.
1 was the first author 1 had cver met.
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T used to think that writing had to he done
st 4 special time, while sitting at a desk
But slowly 1 discovered that 1 could write
anytime,

And anywhers,

T especially like to write when T'm bared,
because then I'm not anymore.
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Then T went 1o schoal and learned Lo make what they called
“real letters”

My writing was the pretticst in the class, with straight
straight lines and round round lines.

1t was perfect.

And it was perfectly hackwards,
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Thanks to a Lot of help, 1 was finally able
fo write in the proper direction.
But writing stories was so HARD for me!

Often | couldi't come up with 5 single ides,
and my stories got stuck in the middle,

and I couldnt think of a title,

and 1 had trouble making the changes my teacher
wanted me to make,

and 1lost my pencils,

amd T wondered why I was doing this,

and I got very very VERY frustrated.
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Tm glad 1 didn't join the circus.
Even though writing is sometimes hard worl,
it what Tlove to do.

T never dreamed Td heoome an author.

So this is better than a dream come true.
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Since no one from the eireus came looking for me,

Thecame a tescher
Tlearned that teachers do not live in schools,
cating only crackers and milk and sleeping
under their desks.
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The lucky people sent it back and said,

“That’s called a rejection.
1 decided Id never write again.
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And I thought,

“T spent ten years in socond grade,
s0 1 know a child from a chicken.
Mayhe T should.”
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1

T went ight home and
wrote a book, It was

the best book T had

ever writlen.

Of course, it was the only
book T had ever written.

T illustrated it with my nicest drawings and
proudly sent it
to 4 publisher.
“Lucky peaple”
T thought.
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T also learned that teaching was fun
and tha children have fantastic imaginations,
So my favorite subject to teach was — writing!
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And the fun part was that L could turn cach list
upside down and the words said the same thing,

[
S
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S0 T spent a lat of rime dreaming about
what I wanted to be when 1 grew up.





OPS/images/Author-page0011.png
L diduit just mix up b's and dis.

That's easy to do because they look so much alike.

My letters started at the right (well, wrong) side of the
paper and marched across, pretty as could be —

and backwards.

There's a name for somebody
with this problem.

I'was a “mirror writer”

My teachers had to hold

my work up to a mirror

10 understand what T

‘had written.
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Her line had no end.

Miue had 0o beginning
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OF course, writing anyTIME anyWLIERE somctimes
means writing on anyTHING.
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1 think I made hundreds of these uscful lists
for my mother, and she never once said,
“No thank you, dear, T have enough?”
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T drew the pictures for my first book.

And 1 did the pictures for this book.

But usually T work with an illustrator who has
been to art school and who can draw bicycles

and refrigerators and pigs.

This talented person draws what T would if T could

MY PIG
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Alang time ago there lived s three-year-old suthor.
Me.
1 was the best groces

ist writer in the world

and a huge help o my mother.

‘When T wrote a word I knew exactly what it said.
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So here Tam. An author!

And every time I sit down to write, perfect
words line up in perfect order and WHOOP —
a perfeet book pops out of the computer.
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For Robin, my hushand and best friend
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Not all of the ideas are useful.

1 keep & whole box full of fizzled thoughts and
half-finished books. L call it my Fizzle Box.
Whenever [ need an idea, T ean go to the box

and find wonderful things — just the name | needed!
— a funny word!

— a wise lesson!
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But that's sometimes.
Llove it best when ideas are hatching so fast
T can barely write them down.

1 grab the nearest thing to write on and get
50 excited I forget what I was doing
in the first place.

The ideas that come
in the middle of the night
are hard to read the
next d:
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Well, not exuctly
Sometimes writing stories is so HARD for me!
T can't come up with a single idea,

and my staries ger stuck in the middle,

and I cant think of a title,

and T have trouble making the changes my
editar wants me to make,

and Llose my peneils,

and T wonder why T'm doing this,

and I got very very VERY frustrated.
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