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Editor’s Note

As William Makepeace Thackeray once said, ‘Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little children.’ And your children are the apple of your eye. From baby’s first steps to holding your first grandchild, motherhood provides a lifetime of magic moments.

But don’t let these little cherubs fool you; they’re your one-way ticket to the wonderful world of nappies, sleepless nights and back-chat. From one hair-raising moment to the next, they will rattle your nerves and turn your home upside down. And then there’s adolescence.

So when you no longer give a pram and you’re ready to throw out the basinet with the baby in it, sit back and enjoy these hilarious quips and quotes, and remember why being a mum is the best job in the world.
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WHAT IS

MOTHERHOOD?

Nothing beats

having this beautiful

child look at me

and say, ‘mum’.

Nicole Appleton





Never being number one in your list

of priorities and not minding at all.

Jasmine Guinness

[image: sep_img.jpg]

It’s the biggest on-the-job training

program in existence today.

Erma Bombeck
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Mothers… speak the same

tongue. A mother in Manchuria

could converse with a mother in

Nebraska and never miss a word.

Will Rogers





I understood once I held a

baby in my arms, why some

people… keep having them.

Spalding Gray
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It is to decide forever to

have your heart go walking

around outside your body.

Elizabeth Stone





 

Having someone else

to blame when there is

a rude smell in the air.

Jane Horrocks
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Nothing will ever make you as

happy or sad, as proud or as tired.

Elia Parsons, The Mother’s Almanac
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It intensifies who you are, but also

forces you to stretch and go beyond

anything you thought possible.

Felicity Huffman

[image: sep_img.jpg]

I want to make a better world…

that’s motherhood.

Cass Elliot





… in our law books… Mother was

believed to have been so basic that

no definition was deemed necessary.

Marianne O. Battani
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Pride is one of the seven deadly

sins; but it cannot be the pride of

a mother in her children, for that

is a compound of two cardinal

virtues – faith and hope.

Charles Dickens, Nicholas Nickleby





 

Motherhood is

perhaps the only

unpaid position where

failure to show up

can result in arrest.

Mary Kay Blakely, American Mom
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A TWINKLE IN THE EYE

There’s a time when

you have to explain

to… children why

they’re born, and it’s

a marvellous thing if

you know… by then.

Hazel Scott





Familiarity breeds contempt

– and children.

Mark Twain
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Sometimes when I look at all my

children, I say to myself, ‘Lillian,

you should have stayed a virgin.’

Lillian Carter
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I rely on my personality

for birth control.

Liz Winston





Women who miscalculate

are called mothers.

Abigail Van Buren
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Next time I’m not just having

an epidural for the birth – I’m

having one for the conception.

Sally James
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I like trying to get pregnant. I’m

not so sure about childbirth.

George Eliot





 

My husband and I…

can’t decide whether

to ruin our carpet

or ruin our lives.

Rita Rudner on the choice between

having a dog or a baby
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A WOMB WITH A VIEW

I studied pregnancy

symptoms – moody,

big bosoms, irritable.

I’ve obviously

been pregnant for

twenty years.

Victoria Wood





If pregnancy were a book they would

cut out the last two chapters.

Nora Ephron
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Life is tough enough without having

someone kick you from the inside.

Rita Rudner
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Typical of Margaret. She

produced twins and avoided the

necessity of a second pregnancy.

Denis Thatcher





Being slightly paranoid is

like being slightly pregnant

– it tends to get worse.

Molly Irvins
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I feel cheated never being able to

know what it’s like to get pregnant.

Dustin Hoffman





The only time a woman wishes

she were a year older is when

she is expecting a baby.

Mary Marsh
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Being pregnant is an occupational

hazard of being a wife.

Queen Victoria
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Carrying a baby is the

most rewarding experience

a woman can enjoy.

Jayne Mansfield





 

Every four weeks I

go up a bra size… it’s

worth being pregnant

just for the breasts.

Natasha Hamilton



[image: p27.jpg]





I’ve got seven kids. The three words

you hear most around my house are

‘hello’, ‘goodbye’, and ‘I’m pregnant’.

Dean Martin
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Everything grows rounder

and wider and weirder.

Carrie Fisher
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