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1. Why WordPress?



Everyone from Martha Stewart to Fortune 500 companies to your 12-year-old niece seems to be blogging nowadays. Blogging has gone from something only the nerdly found themselves doing a few years ago to something that your mother likely knows about—if she isn’t doing it herself.

WordPress has done its part to help spread the allure of blogging by making it very easy to start a blog—and to update that blog after it’s up and running. WordPress isn’t the only blogging tool in town. Lots of popular tools are out there, including Movable Type, Tumblr, Habari, and Blogger. Given all these choices, why should you use WordPress?

Check the following sections for the good and the bad about WordPress. To get it out of the way, I start with the bad.



The Downside of WordPress



All is not sunshine and fruit punch in the world of WordPress. Using a blogging platform that is engineered like this one has a couple of drawbacks:

• Appeal to bad guys. Popularity and an open codebase are generally a good combination, but a few people out there are always looking to ruin everyone’s fun. Because WordPress runs so many high-profile sites, some nefarious types are on the lookout for flaws that can be exploited. Luckily, the WordPress developers are very quick to patch vulnerabilities, but you have to stay on top of the releases.

• Dynamic page generation. WordPress dynamically generates most of the pages that you see. Each time you load a post, a bunch of things are happening in the background: Database queries are fired off, PHP code is executed, and then the page is displayed. Usually, this system isn’t a problem; it ensures that the content of your blog is as up to date as possible. But this approach is a little more resource intensive than a static approach and can translate to your blog’s being unavailable under heavy load.



Note

Movable Type, the other blogging heavyweight, takes the opposite approach. Movable Type (MT for short) stores posts, comments, and the like in a database just like WordPress does, but it creates static HTML pages from that data. This arrangement makes MT a little leaner when serving up content, but publishing a post can take more time because each index page needs to be rebuilt. MT has added an option to use a dynamic system, but by default, it publishes static pages.



The Upside of WordPress



Remember when you were a kid, and you asked your mom if you could do something all the other kids were doing? She replied, “If everyone else jumped off a bridge, would you jump off too?” Despite the fact that my friends weren’t known bridge-jumpers, the advice is clear: Be your own person, and you’ll be better off in life.

That advice works well as a general life practice, but when you’re considering a blogging platform, you want to pick the one that has the most users. Why? Because along with all those users comes some pretty neat stuff, such as an active developer community, a wide range of reference materials, and a large base of people you can turn to for help.

WordPress has all those features in spades. Many of today’s most popular blogs—including TechCrunch, ICanHasCheezburger.com, and The New York Times’ blogs—are powered by WordPress, so you can rest assured that WordPress is capable of handling the traffic generated by your adoring audience.

Furthermore, WordPress can be extended by little bits of code called plug-ins, which I talk about in detail in Chapter 13. Created by members of the WordPress community, plug-ins are often available for free or for a small fee. These plug-ins can make WordPress do all sorts of things it isn’t able to do out of the box.

The active plug-in developer community owes its existence in large part to the fact that WordPress is distributed under the GNU General Public License. This license means two things:

• WordPress is free.

• You’re allowed to alter the code to suit your needs and share your modified code with anyone, so long as you distribute it under the same license (for free and in such a way that others can change your code and share it as well).



WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org



Now that I’ve convinced you that WordPress is the way to go, you have another choice to make: self-hosting or hosted version?



Hosting your blog on WordPress.com

WordPress.com (Figure 1.1) hosts WordPress blogs for free. Hosting your blog on WordPress.com frees you from having to get your own hosting space and making sure that your Web server has the software that WordPress needs to run. It also means that your blog is ready for traffic spikes associated with popular posts. The team behind WordPress.com takes care of all the back-end stuff (patching servers, upgrading software, and the like) and leaves the blogging to you.



Figure 1.1. The WordPress.com logo.
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Keep a few things in mind when you host your blog on WordPress.com:

• WordPress URL. The URL of your blog will be something like www.mygreatblog.wordpress.com. If you’re going to host a blog for professional reasons, you may not want to advertise the fact that you’re using a free service.

• Extra cost for advanced features. WordPress.com offers some advanced features such as domain mapping, which allows you to point any domain to a blog hosted on WordPress.com (getting around the amateurish URL), but you have to pay for these features.

• No access to code. Given the nature of WordPress.com, you have no access to your blog’s code. You can’t modify the way your theme looks without paying a little extra, and you can’t upload your own custom theme.

Remember those cool plug-ins I mention earlier in this chapter? WordPress.com offers a bunch of them for your use, but you can’t upload your own plug-ins, so if you’re interested in using one that isn’t available on WordPress.com, you’re out of luck.



Note



You can use your own plug-ins when you buy a VIP WordPress.com package, which starts at $600 a month. If this blog is your first one, however, I don’t recommend going that route.

WordPress.com is a great option if you’re looking to get into blogging with WordPress but don’t want to make a big commitment. Registering is free and easy, and you’ll be up and blogging in no time.

This book concentrates on the other option: hosting your own installation of WordPress. That being said, much of the content of this book (especially the chapters about posts, pages, and links) are valid for both blogs hosted on WordPress.com and self-hosted blogs.



Hosting your own installation of WordPress

Your other option is downloading the WordPress code from WordPress.org (Figure 1.2) and installing it yourself. Because you’re hosting the blog yourself, you decide what plug-ins you’ll use, and you have complete control of all the files. What’s more, pointing a domain to your installation won’t cost you anything extra (above and beyond your Web-hosting bill and registration fees, that is).



Figure 1.2. The WordPress.org logo.
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This option gives you the most control of your blog, but it does come at a price: You’re responsible for everything. You have to maintain backups of your blog and make sure that your blog is ready for a sudden surge in traffic, and you won’t have anyone but yourself to blame if you screw something up.

Hosting your own installation of WordPress won’t be much of a challenge if you’ve maintained a Web site before. If you’re new to Web hosting, you’ll have a learning curve (but you have this book to help you!).




2. Installing WordPress



The famed 5-minute installation is one of the most-talked-about aspects of WordPress. I’ve installed WordPress several times (a good thing, because I’m writing a book about it), and the process has always been painless, but knowing a few things will make it much smoother for those who are new to WordPress.

The most common way to install WordPress involves using a remote server—a computer that’s set up to serve Web sites to anyone who wants to visit them. I concentrate on this option for most of the book.

You can also do what is known as a local install of WordPress by using your own computer as a local server. This installation isn’t accessible to other folks but is good for testing. I won’t be covering local installs in this book, however.



Getting What You Need



In this chapter, I walk you through installing WordPress on a remote server. First, though, you need to gather some files and tools, and double-check some settings. WordPress requires certain programs to be available on your remote server, and to access that remote server from your computer, you need an FTP client.



A Web host

You need to have Web-hosting space before you can install WordPress. Picking a hosting company is a topic that could be a book in and of itself. But here are a few things to look for in a host, because your host has to have them for you to run WordPress:

• PHP version 4.3 or later. WordPress itself is written in PHP, so it makes sense that PHP has to be installed on the server for WordPress to run.

• MySQL version 4.0 or later. MySQL is an open-source database that stores all sorts of information for your WordPress install. All your posts, users, and settings will be stored in this database. (I cover setting up the MySQL database later in the chapter.)



Local tools

When your Web hosting is all set, you need to make sure that you have the necessary tools on your local machine to set up WordPress. Here’s the list:

• FTP client. You need to get files from your computer to your hosting space. You have several ways to transfer files, but the easiest is FTP (geek talk for File Transfer Protocol). FTP isn’t a program, but an agreed-upon protocol that programs use to transfer files. File-transfer programs that use the FTP protocol—called FTP clients—are available for every operating system. For more information, see the nearby “FTP Clients” sidebar.

• A text editor. The WordPress application is made up of files that you can edit with any plain old text editor. (Windows users can use Notepad, for example; Mac OS X users can use TextEdit.) Before you use your FTP client to upload files to your hosting space, you need to use a text editor to edit a configuration file (see “Editing the wp-config File” later in this chapter).



Note

Any text editor will do the trick, but don’t use Microsoft Word. Word adds a bunch of stuff to text files that only causes trouble with WordPress files.



FTP Clients

Chances are that you’re using either of two operating systems (OSes) on your computer: Apple’s Mac OS X or a flavor of Microsoft Windows. Both OSes have command-line FTP tools built into them, but I’m a graphical-interface kind of guy. Here are some FTP clients that you should check out.

For Windows:

• FileZilla. FileZilla (http://filezilla-project.org/) is free; open source; and available for Windows, Mac, and Linux computers. You can’t beat that!

• WS_FTP. WS_FTP (www.ipswitchft.com/) has been around forever. Both the Home and Professional versions are feature packed—as they should be, because pricing starts at $39.95 for the Home version.

For Mac OS X (my OS of choice):

• CyberDuck. CyberDuck (http://cyberduck.ch/) is open source and full featured. And who doesn’t like ducks?

• Transmit. Transmit (www.panic.com/transmit/) is the gold standard of FTP clients for the Mac and is made by a great indie Mac developer (Panic). For $29.95, you get one license for this well-thought-out FTP client.



The WordPress code



After you’ve gathered all your tools, you need the raw materials: the WordPress files. Getting these files couldn’t be easier. Simply point your browser to www.wordpress.org/download. You’ll see an orange box with a large link for downloading the most current and stable version of WordPress, which is WordPress 2.6.2 at this writing (Figure 2.1).



Figure 2.1. The WordPress download page. See that big orange box? That’s where you can snag your own copy of the WordPress code.
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Notice that I said the orange box links to the stable version of WordPress. If you like living on the edge, you can check out the Beta Releases and Nightly Builds links on the left side of the page.



Beta Releases

The word beta should be familiar to anyone who’s used the Web in the past few years. A beta release of a product allows the public to use that product before it’s fully done. When you use a beta release, you get in on the snazzy new features ahead of the rest of the population, and the company gets an unpaid tester to encounter any nasty bugs that may be lurking in the not-ready-for-prime-time code.





What Are Those Files, Anyway?

You’ve downloaded and uncompressed the latest version of WordPress, and now you have a folder called wordpress sitting on your computer. A quick peek inside the folder reveals a bunch of other files and folders. Not too impressive, is it?

Sorry if you were expecting more, but that handful of files is going to enable you to share your thoughts (and cat pictures) with the entire world. That’s pretty powerful stuff, wouldn’t you say?

At this point, you can ignore most of the files in the wordpress folder. You may want to check out the read-me file (though this book is far more entertaining), and if you’re curious you can open any of the files in your favorite text editor. Just make sure not to change any of the code, because changes could lead to unexpected behavior in your install.

You can join the WordPress beta program by signing up on the tester list—but if you’re new to WordPress, you shouldn’t sign up unless you’re a fan of the “sink or swim” learning methodology.



Nightly Builds

Nightly builds often are even scarier than betas. WordPress is a large open-source project, which means that an army of people out there are using their free time to work on the code that powers WordPress. When a creator is done with the code, he or she checks it into the system for someone else to look over. After all the changes have been given a once-over, a nightly build is created, containing all the most recent, untested changes.

I suggest downloading a nightly build of WordPress only if you’re the type of person who has to be on the bleeding edge. If you buy your cell phone from eBay Japan just so you can have it a few weeks before your friends, the nightlies may be up your alley.



Note



WordPress.org maintains an archive of old WP releases, just in case you’re hankering for some olde-tyme WordPress. Point your browser to http://wordpress.org/download/release-archive/ for a trip down memory lane. Be warned, however, that many of these releases were superseded by new releases that fixed security issues. Download at your own risk.



Setting up the MySQL Database

It’s almost time to install WordPress, but first, you need to create a MySQL database for WordPress to store all your content and user accounts. The installation will fail if you don’t set this database up beforehand.

Delving into the ins and outs of setting up a MySQL database is beyond the scope of this book, but here are some pointers:

• Name your database something that you’ll remember.

• You’ll need to create a database user that will install all the WordPress tables (the install script takes care of this process). Don’t use the same user name and password that you’re going to blog with; using a different name and password makes it a little harder for folks to guess your database credentials.



Tip

The database user who installs WordPress needs to have full rights over the WordPress database, meaning that the user can create—and delete—all manner of things. A good password is your best defense against malicious tomfoolery.



Editing the wp-config File



Note

This section, like the rest of the book, assumes that you’re using WordPress 2.6. Most of the information will be valid for older versions (and, I hope, for future versions), but you may notice some differences if you aren’t using WordPress 2.6.

Now that all the prep work is done, you’re ready to get your hands messy with a little WordPress code. If you’re code squeamish, worry not! The file you’re about to look at is honest-to-goodness PHP code, but I’m here to help you. (Also, the bits you’re interested in for purposes of WordPress are well documented in the code itself.)

Look inside the wordpress folder on your computer, and open the file called wp-config-sample.php (which I’ll call wp-config for short). You should see a bunch of code, along with some very helpful comments about what you should, and shouldn’t, touch in this file.

The wp-config file has four sections, which I’ll call MySQL Settings, KEY, Languages, and “not for editing.”



MySQL Settings

The MySQL Settings section is how WordPress knows where to look for the MySQL database you set up earlier. All you need to do is enter some information in this file.



Note

Remember to enter all your values between quotation marks; otherwise, your install will fail.

Here’s the text of this section:

//** MySQL settings ** //
define('DB_NAME', 'putyourdbnamehere');
    // The name of the database
define('DB_USER', 'usernamehere');
    // Your MySQL username
define('DB_PASSWORD', 'yourpasswordhere');
    // ...and password
define('DB_HOST', 'localhost');
    // 99% chance you won't need to change this value
define('DB_CHARSET', 'utf8');
define('DB_COLLATE', '');

And here’s what you need to fill in:

• DB_NAME is the name of your database. (I usually call my databases something creative like blogname-wp, where blogname is the name of the blog that I’m installing.)

• DB_USER and DB_PASSWORD are where you enter the user name and password of the MySQL database that you created.

• DB_HOST is the name of the computer that is running your MySQL database. More often than not, you can leave this variable set to 'localhost', which means that the database is running on the same machine that hosts your WordPress install. If your blog is hosted on a larger Web host, however, check the host site’s documentation for the proper value.

• DB_CHARSET and DB_COLLATE both have to do with the character set that your MySQL database is using. If you have no idea what that sentence means, you should leave these variables set to the defaults.

One database setting in the default wp-config file isn’t grouped with the others, but it’s very important if you plan to point multiple WordPress installs to one MySQL database. $table_prefix allows you to set a custom table prefix for each WordPress install. The default prefix is wp_, which means that every table created by the install will have wp_ as its first three characters. This arrangement is fine if you plan to have only one WordPress install per MySQL database, but if you want to use one database for more than one blog, you need to set a custom prefix for each blog. (Otherwise, every installation would create exactly the same tables, overwriting what was already there and making you lose data, which is never fun.)



Key

Here’s the text of the KEY section:

define('AUTH_KEY','put your unique phrase here');
    // Change this to a unique phrase.
define('SECURE_AUTH_KEY', 'put your unique phrase here');
    // Change this to a unique phrase.
define('LOGGED_IN_KEY', 'put your unique phrase here');
    // Change this to a unique phrase.

The KEY section is all about making your installation of WordPress more secure. You may be tempted to skip this section because it’s optional (WordPress will work just fine if you don’t assign three unique key values here), but it’s such a great way to secure your blog that it’s well worth a few seconds of your time.

What do these keys do? WordPress uses cookies—little files that are stored in your Web browser to remember who you are and what your login information is. A hacker could grab one of your cookies (no one likes to share cookies!) and log into your blog posing as you. Setting these keys lets WordPress hash (scramble) those values to make it much harder for someone to get any information from the cookies. (He’d need to guess your hash key to unscramble the values, which is why the keys should be very complex.) These keys are also used in your MySQL database to make the passwords stored there harder to decipher.

The keys work best when they’re completely random and more than 60 characters long. I have two pieces of good news that will make using these keys seem much more attractive:

1. You never have to remember the values of these keys. You set them once in your wp-config file and then forget about them (though they’ll be stored in the file itself, should you feel nostalgic for them).

2. The smart folks behind WordPress set up a service that generates three very strong, and very random, keys for you. All you have to do is visit http://api.wordpress.org/secret-key/1.1/, which generates the code for you; just copy and paste that code into your wp-config file. Nothing could be easier.

Seriously, stop reading these instructions and set those keys. I’ll wait.

Done? Good! I’ll move on.



Languages

The default WordPress language is English, which is great for us English-speaking bloggers. But what if you want to blog in another language? That’s where define ('WPLANG', "); comes in.

Localizing WordPress to another language requires a few steps:

1. Define WPLANG to the language code you want.

2. Create a folder called languages inside the wp-content folder of your WordPress installation folder.

3. Obtain the proper MO file for the desired language, and put it in your new language folder.

The MO file contains all the information that WordPress needs to be displayed in anything from Italian to Portuguese. Volunteers create these files, some of which are available here: http://codex.wordpress.org/WordPress_in_Your_Language. You can also find a full list of the codes needed to define the WPLANG variable to your language of choice.



“Not for editing” section

Astute readers will note that I didn’t mention the final section of the wp-config file:

if ( !defined('ABSPATH') )
  define('ABSPATH', dirname(__FILE__) . '/';);
require_once(ABSPATH . 'wp-settings.php');

I have a very good explanation for this omission: You shouldn’t edit that part of the file. The wp-config file acts as a repository for settings that another file—wp-settings.php—uses to do all the heavy lifting of the WordPress installation. Fiddling with this section of the file will result in installation errors, so don’t touch it!



Example wp-config file

Here’s an example wp-config file all filled out:
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Tip

When you’re done setting up your wp-config file, make sure to save it as wp-config.php and not as wp-config-sample.php.



Choosing Your Blog’s URL



Before you upload the files, you have one more thing to think about: your blog’s URL structure.

Suppose that you’ve registered the domain www.wordpressforall.com, and you plan to host your WordPress blog there. You have a few options, including these:

• If you plan for your blog to be the primary content of your domain, you should upload the WordPress files directly to the site’s root folder. That way, people who go directly to your URL will be greeted by your blog.

• If you plan to have a landing page or some other content living at the root of your site, you should upload the WordPress files to a subdirectory. To get to your blog, people will have to enter a URL like www.wordpressforall.com/blog. (In this example, you would create a subdirectory called blog at the root of the site and then upload all the WordPress files to that subdirectory.)



Note

If you want your blog’s URL to be something other than www.YOURBLOG.com/wordpress, be sure to rename the default WordPress directory before you upload it to your site, or create the correctly named folder on your remote host and upload the WordPress files to that folder.



Installing WordPress



Now that you’ve figured out your blog’s structure, you’re ready to install WordPress. You’ve spent a good amount of time working on your wp-config file, so chances are that you won’t run into any problems. Just use your FTP client to upload your blog files to the directory you chose (refer to “Choosing Your Blog’s URL” earlier in this chapter). You should see a file list something like Figure 2.2.



Figure 2.2. WordPress files uploaded to a remote server via the magic of CyberDuck.
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After you’ve got all your files uploaded, the real fun begins.



Installing the software



To install the WordPress software, follow these steps:

1. Point your browser to the URL of your soon-to-be-functional blog.

You’ll be greeted by the WordPress installation screen (Figure 2.3).



Figure 2.3. The WordPress installation screen.
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2. In the Blog Title text box, enter what you want your blog to be called.

If you can’t think of anything great at the moment, don’t worry. You can easily change your blog’s name later.

3. Enter your e-mail address in the Your E-Mail text box.

Be sure to enter a valid address; WordPress uses it to send you the administrator account information it creates after installation.

4. Specify whether your blog should show up in search engines.

Not every blog is meant for public consumption. If you don’t want people to find your blog easily, clear the check box titled Allow My Blog to Appear in Search Engines Like Google and Technorati. Otherwise, leave it checked. (How are you going to get famous if no one can Google you?)

5. Click the Install WordPress button.

After a couple of seconds, you should see a Success! screen containing details about the administrator account for your new blog (Figure 2.4).



Figure 2.4. Success! The admin user and a random password have been created. (Don’t try to use this password; I’ve changed it already.)
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6. Make a note of the password, which you’ll need to log in to your blog for the first time.

If, in your excitement, you clicked the Log In button before you jotted down the admin account information, worry not. WordPress also e-mailed that information to the address you provided in Step 3 (Figure 2.5).



Figure 2.5. WordPress thoughtfully e-mails the account information to you.
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Logging in for the first time

The moment you’ve been waiting for is finally here. Click the Log In button, and you’re whisked away to the WordPress login screen (Figure 2.6), which will become familiar to you in very short order.



Figure 2.6. The login screen.
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Enter the admin account information and then click Log In. (Don’t bother checking the Remember Me check box; in Chapter 3 I show you how to set up a different account that you’ll use to log in to your blog in the future.)



Troubleshooting Common Installation Problems



As you see, installing WordPress isn’t that tough, but sometimes bad things happen to good blogging software. A couple of common errors could happen when you’re installing WordPress, and in this section, I show you how to work around them.



WordPress can’t access database



Most problems occur when WordPress can’t access your MySQL database. If you see an error message (Figure 2.7), make the following checks and then reload the install page:

• Double-check your DB_NAME, DB_USER, and DB_PASSWORD values. An easy way to make this check is to connect to your MySQL database using something other than WordPress. (Your Web hosting service should provide you a MySQL management tool.) If you can connect by using the values set in the wp-config file, reset the database user’s password, and try again.

• Make sure that you’re running the correct version of MySQL (version 4.0 or later).



Figure 2.7. A common installation error (but an easy one to correct).

[image: Image]



PHP isn’t enabled

The other common problem involves PHP and is also easy to fix. When you visit the URL to install WordPress, you may see a screenful of text starting with <?php instead of the install form. This text means that you don’t have PHP enabled on your server.

Contact your Web hosting company or system administrator to find out how to enable PHP (and make sure that you’re running PHP 4.3 or later). After you enable PHP, reload the install page. All should be well.




3. Managing User Accounts



The software is installed and running, and you’ve logged in to WordPress as an administrator. I bet that you think it’s time to blog about something, right? Not so fast, Sparky. First things first: You need to change the password for the admin user (you’ll never remember the randomly generated password that WordPress provided) and create a user account for yourself.

Why not just use the default admin user account that was created during the installation? Many people do, because it requires the least effort (we’re all lazy people, when you come right down to it), but best practice is to use that admin account for administrative tasks only. That way, you don’t have to do any tricks to get posts attributed to your name instead of the admin user name; all the user roles are clear from the get-go.



Managing User Profiles



The first time you log in to WordPress, you see the Dashboard (Figure 3.1), which I cover in more detail in Chapter 4. The Dashboard is the control center for your blog—the place where you access all sorts of options, statistics, and settings.



Figure 3.1. The WordPress Dashboard.

[image: Image]

Resist the urge to click all over this feature with wild abandon, and focus your attention on the options in the top-right corner: Settings, Plugins, and Users. Your first order of business is to check out the default user profile, so click Users to open the Manage Users panel (Figure 3.2).



Figure 3.2. The Manage Users panel, listing the default admin user.

[image: Image]

When you first open this panel, it lists only one user, called admin, but all the users of your blog will be listed here eventually. You’ll use this panel to add new users (which I discuss later in this chapter) and to change the profiles of existing users (which I discuss next).



Changing a user profile



You can change a user’s profile in either of two ways:

• Editing yourself. If you want to edit the account under which you’re currently logged in, click the Your Profile link at the top of the page.

• Editing someone else. To edit another user’s information, click that person’s user name. (Not all users can do this, thanks to user roles. More on those in a bit.)

Either way, you end up on the Your Profile and Personal Options page, which has a bevy of options for you to set (Figure 3.3).



Figure 3.3. Your Profile and Personal Options page for the admin user.
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Setting profile options



The profile options are grouped together, though I think the order of the options is a little odd. (I’d rather have the password options closer to the top of the page, for example. Something tells me that you’re more likely to change your password than your user name.) In the following sections, I look at each group of options and explain what the options mean.



Visual Editor and Admin Color Scheme

You can set two visual aspects of the blog in your user profile: the Visual Editor and the Admin Color Scheme (Figure 3.4).



Figure 3.4. Setting the visual aspects of your blog.
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Visual Editor. WordPress posts are written in HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), which is the tag-based language that Web pages are written in. Web browsers know how to interpret this code into the lovely words and images you read on people’s blogs and Web sites. The only problem is that not everyone knows HTML; in fact, some people aren’t interested in learning about HTML. They want to blog, not code. That’s where the WordPress Visual Editor comes in.

The Visual Editor option turns the WordPress posting form (which I promise to talk more about in Chapter 6) into a WYSIWYG editor. A WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get) editor allows you to do things like insert links, format text, and create lists, using controls that are familiar to anyone who’s ever edited a document in a word processor. Visual Editor generates all the HTML code for you, so that you can concentrate on writing that great post about your weekend.



Note

Why even have an option to turn off Visual Editor? Before this feature was introduced in WordPress version 2, users had to hand-code their posts, and some people still like handcrafting their HTML (and argue that they can do it faster and better than any silly old WYSIWYG editor). If you agree with them, simply clear this check box.

Admin Color Scheme. You have two color-scheme choices for the WordPress admin interface. The Classic option will be familiar to anyone who’s used previous versions of WordPress; the Fresh option is a relatively new color scheme that’s a bit lighter. WordPress doesn’t give you an easy way to create your own color schemes, which is a shame, but free add-ons to WordPress called plug-ins let you color to your heart’s content. (I cover plug-ins in Chapter 13.)



Note

The color schemes, as well as everything else listed in the Your Profile and Personal Options page, are applied on a per-user basis. That means that I can choose to use the Classic color scheme, and another user of the same blog can pick Fresh. Everybody wins.



Name

Figure 3.5 shows the name settings for each user. WordPress is very flexible in the way it displays a user name; you just have to be sure to fill in as much information as possible to gain maximum flexibility. (WordPress can’t display any information you haven’t entered.)



Figure 3.5. The Name options.
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You can set these options:

• Username. You can’t change this setting for the admin user. This user name is the one you’ll use to log in to WordPress. Like your password, it’s case sensitive.

• First Name. The user’s first name goes in this text box (shocking, I know). This setting is optional, though filling in the text box gives you more name-display options, because WordPress won’t be able to display your first name if it doesn’t know what your first name is (and isn’t it rude not to introduce yourself to your blog?).

• Last Name. The user’s last name is also optional.

• Nickname. We’re all familiar with the concept of nicknames. (In some circles, for example, I’m known as Dr. Awesome. Sure, those circles exist only in my imagination, but they still count.) The WordPress nickname option is just a name, other than user name or first name/last name, that you want to go by on your blog. You can have comments or posts credited to your nickname instead of your user name or real name.

• Display Name Publicly As. This setting is where that Nickname option pays off. You can choose to have your name displayed on posts and comments in a few ways: username, nickname, first name only, first name last, or last name first (Figure 3.6). Dr. Awesome is pleased.



Figure 3.6. The available display names are based on the information provided in the Name section.

[image: Image]



Contact Info

The Contact Info section (Figure 3.7) is straightforward, so I don’t need to walk you through each option. Note, however, that an e-mail address is required so WordPress can send you notifications.



Figure 3.7. An e-mail address is the only bit of contact info WordPress requires; the rest is just fun to have.
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A variety of theme tweaks and plug-ins (see Chapter 12 and Chapter 13, respectively) can help you take advantage of contact information later—perhaps by displaying instant-messaging user names on comments or user pages—so fill in as much or as little of this information as you’re comfortable with.



About Yourself

Figure 3.8 shows the “about” page for a user—you, in this case.



Figure 3.8. WordPress wants to know about you, but the password section is the most important part.

[image: Image]

Providing biographical info is optional, but as the Web becomes more of a social place, it’s nice to share a little bit about yourself with your readers. (Besides, who doesn’t like writing about himself or herself?) The New Password section, however, is required.

Changing your WordPress password is simple: Enter your new password twice (no need to enter your old password, because you can change your password only while you’re already logged in), and click Update Profile. Clicking this button also saves the rest of the changes you made to your profile. If you want to change something in your profile but don’t want to alter your password just leave both password boxes empty. The changes to your profile will be saved, and your password will remain the same.

Notice the Password Strength indicator below the password text boxes. This feature helps you pick a strong password but won’t stop you from setting a weak password (it’ll just be disappointed in you).



Tip

The best passwords are long, complicated, and hard to guess. Don’t use something common like password or your birthday. Do use a mix of letters (uppercase and lowercase), numbers, and symbols.



Adding and Deleting Users

Now that the default admin user has a strong password, you’re ready to create a user account for yourself. Are you excited? You’re getting so close to blogging that I can almost taste it.



Adding a new user

To add a new user (in this case, yourself), follow these steps:

1. Click the Users link in the top-right corner of the Dashboard.

The Manage Users panel opens (refer to Figure 3.2, earlier in this chapter).

2. In the Add New User section below the list of current users, enter the following required information:

• Username

• E-Mail

• Password

3. Choose a role from the Role drop-down menu.

I cover your choices in the next section, “Understanding user roles.”

4. Click the Add User button.

You’re all set.



Understanding user roles

WordPress has five user roles that you can assign to any user—one role per user. These roles define what a particular user can and can’t do.

Here are the five roles, in decreasing order of power:

• Administrator

• Editor

• Author

• Contributor

• Subscriber

Each role sees, and can access, different things in WordPress’s Dashboard.

In the following sections, I look at these roles and how they work in a typical blog.



Administrator

An Administrator has the power to do anything on the blog. This user can activate and deactivate plug-ins; modify themes; create and delete users; set global blog preferences; and delete, edit, and schedule all posts. The admin user that the WordPress installation creates has an Administrator user role, as should the first user account you create for yourself. If you’re going to have other people blogging with you, chances are that they should have one of the other, less powerful roles.



Editor



The Editor role is one step below the Administrator role. Although a user with Administrator privileges has access to both sides of the blog—the technical side (such as themes, plug-ins, and users) and the content side (pages, posts, and comments)—a user with Editor privileges has full control of content only. An Editor can create posts, comments, links, and pages, as well as edit anything that another user creates. This person can even edit content that is created by an Administrator.

In a multiauthor blogging environment, give this role to someone who’s in charge of all aspects of content, sort of like an editor-in-chief of a newspaper. This person can decide what gets published when.



Author

The Author role is even more focused on blog content than the Editor role. An Author can write and publish posts, as well as edit any comments on those posts. This person can’t edit or approve comments on other people’s work, however.

This role is suited for someone who (to continue the newspaper analogy) can serve as a staff writer. You trust this user to write well and publish only things that are worthy of your blog.



Contributor

I like to think of the people in Contributor roles as freelancers working on assignment. They can write posts and create pages, but they can’t publish anything themselves. Everything a Contributor user writes is submitted for review. The post is marked as pending review until a user in an Editor or Administrator role approves and publishes it. Contributors can’t approve comments on their own posts or edit their own posts.

Assign this role to people whom you’re trying out on your blog. As you gain confidence in their abilities, you can promote them to Authors.



Subscriber



As the name suggests, a person in the Subscriber role isn’t able to create posts, edit users, or do any sort of administration of the blog. You can set your blog so that only registered Subscribers can post comments; I explain how in the next section, “Registering users.” You also can allow people to register themselves as users, generally in the Subscriber role; again, see the next section for details.

Subscribers can log in to the WordPress admin area, but they can only change their user information: set a new password or change a bio.



Registering users

You don’t have to add every user to your blog manually. This process could get quite cumbersome if you require people to register with your site before they can leave comments. (If you get more than a few readers, you won’t want to have to create their user accounts by hand.) Luckily, WordPress provides a way for people to register themselves. This feature is turned off by default, but you can enable it very simply.

In the Add New User section of the Manage Users panel, you see a line that says Users cannot currently register themselves, but you can manually create users here. Clicking the words register themselves takes you to the General Settings page of your blog (which I cover fully in Chapter 5). Figure 3.9 shows the membership options.



Figure 3.9. Membership options.
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The Membership section has two check-box options:

• Anyone Can Register: Check this box to allow any visitor to your site to register as a user.

• Users Must Be Registered and Logged in to Comment: Enable this check box to require commenters to be registered—a way to discourage comment spam (see the sidebar in this section).

You can also set the role for any user account registered in this fashion by making a choice from the New User Default Role drop-down menu (Figure 3.10). The default setting is Subscriber.



Figure 3.10. Assigning a role to a new user.
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Tip

I suggest that you keep this menu set to Subscriber. You don’t want random people to create their own posts on your blog, and you certainly don’t want just anyone to administer your blog.



Comments on Comment Spam

The WordPress user-registration feature was designed to combat comment spam—comments on your blog that have no relevance to your blog, posted only to add links to other sites. Most of the time, actual people aren’t leaving these comments; rather, software programs called bots trawl the Internet for blogs. When bots find a blog, they start hammering it with spurious comments, thereby creating comment spam.

Because WordPress uses a well-known URL structure for the new user form (which is the same across all WordPress installations), someone could craft a bot that signs up for several fake accounts on your blog. These accounts could then be used to leave comment spam, though more often than not, the accounts are simply created and nothing more is done.

In Chapter 13, I show you how to combat comment spam by using some great plug-ins.



Changing user roles



During the course of your blog’s life you may want to promote someone from a Contributor to an Editor, or make an Author into a Contributor just for fun. (Isn’t holding power over something a joy?)

All you have to do is follow these steps:

1. Click the Users link in the Dashboard to open the Manage Users panel.

2. In the list of your blog’s users, check the box next to the user whose role you want to change.

3. From the Change Role To drop-down menu above the list of users (Figure 3.11), choose the new role you want to assign.



Figure 3.11. Pick a new role from the menu.

[image: Image]

4. Click the Change button.

That’s it. Now the user now has more (or less) power.



Note

Only Administrator users can change user roles.



Deleting users

Deleting a user is much like changing a user’s role. Follow these steps:

1. Click the Users link in the Dashboard to open the Manage Users panel.

2. In the list of your blog’s users, check the box next to the user you want to delete.

3. Click the Delete button.

The Delete Users panel opens (Figure 3.12). Because WordPress assumes that all that users are making content for your blog, you have to tell it what you want it to do with this user’s content (if any).



Figure 3.12. The Delete Users panel.
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4. Choose an option to specify what to do with the user’s content.

You have two choices:

• Delete All Posts and Links. Selecting this radio button makes it as though the user you’re deleting never existed. All of his posts and links will be deleted from your site.

• Attribute All Posts and Links to X, where X is another user. This option is the more interesting, and more clever, of the two choices. The user account will still be deleted, which means that user won’t be able to log in and add more content, but the existing content won’t be deleted. Instead, the deleted user’s posts and links will be displayed under the user name of the person you choose from this drop-down menu.



Note

Even if you delete all of a user’s posts, comments on those posts will remain on display. If you want to get rid of all traces of that user on your blog, you’ll have to delete the comments on her posts manually. Keep in mind, though, that deleting comments generally is considered to be bad form unless the comments are abusive in some way. Use your power wisely.




End of sample
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