





What the experts say about the Previous Editions of The Concealed Handgun Manual

The Concealed Handgun Manual is a must read for every serious defensive shooter. Chris Birds recommendations are firmly grounded in reality, unlike so much of what masquerades as good advice on this subject. Each new edition contains even more timely, useful information. I regularly distribute the Manual to my own defensive shooting students.

 Emanuel Kapelsohn, law-enforcement firearms instructor, author, attorney, and expert witness in firearms cases.

Im impressed with the street reality of this book. Chris Bird goes beyond the usual hardware and into the critical software: the ethics, the morality, the emotional and psychological elements of preparation, survival, and aftermath in a way that gives his book the third dimension of depth. I would recommend The Concealed Handgun Manual for the library of anyone who goes armed in public.  Massad Ayoob, author and director of the Massad Ayoob Group.

Chris Birds work on concealed carry comes at an appropriate time on this important issue. The book is well written, illustrated, and very informative.  Clint Smith, director, Thunder Ranch shooting school.

An excellent guide to responsible, safe, and lawful exercise of the right to bear arms. Useful for persons who carry licensed firearms for protection, and for persons who want a better understanding of this controversial, important subject.  Dave Kopel, author and research director, Independence Institute.

Mr. Bird has relied on his own years of experience and extensive research to compile an intelligent and well laid-out work. Detailed case studies have been used to validate theories and techniques. Not only does the book cover firearms and their safe and tactical use, The Concealed Handgun Manual also offers some interesting and poignant commentary on current societal views. Recommended reading material.  Louis Awerbuck, president, Yavapai Firearms Academy.

 Through Chris Birds significant journalistic talents, the reader meets numerous gun owners, and learns why they carry a defensive firearm. A good number of Birds anecdotes concern women and how they came to carry a gun. Expect stories about female stalking survivors, women who used cunning and courage to emerge unscathed from home burglaries, survivors of infamous shoot-outs and more.  Gila Hayes, author of Personal Defense for Women and staff instructor of The Firearms Academy of Seattle, in Women & Guns.

After reading The Concealed Handgun Manual by Chris Bird, it is apparent that a book has finally been written that teaches the proper techniques needed to safely carry a handgun concealed. The techniques used and applied are both life-saving and practical. Survival is what this manual is about, and for that reason I personally recommend it to everyone who carries a concealed handgun, both civilian and law enforcement. . . . survival is our number one objective, and I believe that Chris Birds number one objective is the same.  Jerry D. Lane, law-enforcement firearms instructor.

Outstanding! What I like is the anecdotes. Its a really good book for someone who is not sure if they want to carry. It definitely fills a need.  Jerry Patterson, Texas Land Commissioner and former state senator, who sponsored the Texas Concealed Handgun Law.

Each chapter contains real-life accounts of gunfights, often by the persons involved. The reports of the Lubys horror-story, and Gordon Hales episode which became Texas first-use incident are worth the price of the book!  Craig Palmer, president of the Kentucky Firearms Foundation, Inc.

The Concealed Handgun Manual is a truly universal manual, covering virtually every conceivable aspect of carrying and using a concealed handgun.  Tony Fabian, president of the Colorado State Shooting Association.

Appears on Texas Department of Public Safety list of approved reading for concealed-handgun license holders.

Reviews of Previous Editions of The Concealed Handgun Manual

The book explores all aspects and ramifications of carrying a concealed firearm. In addition to shooting instruction and guidance as to when it would be necessary to fire a gun in self-defense, the book also recounts many real-life events. This is an extremely useful guide for those who want to learn more about the world of concealed carry.  Michael O. Humphries in The American Rifleman.

The fourth edition adds two-hundred pages to the original book. Given the quality of the original the question is what could be added? The answer is, a great deal. The author has not simply fleshed out his basic work; he has provided layers of illustrative detail to owning, carrying, and using firearms for self-defense. The author has conducted an impressive amount of research to gather incidents which illustrate the many aspects of carrying and using firearms in self-defense.  K.L. Jamison on the website of The Western Missouri Shooters Alliance.

This book has made me re-evaluate my life and more importantly, my expectations of myself and the police. I do have the power to avert an attack either subtly or with direct action on my part. I thoroughly enjoyed reading the personal accounts throughout the book from real people who I can identify with.  Toni Winchester, Colorado Shooting.

The chapter that I find the most interesting is Chapter Nine, entitled Advanced Shooting: Back Up and Move to Cover. Even experienced instructors can learn something from this chapter.  John Krull in Gun Week.

A must for those looking to carry a concealed handgun.  The Second Amendment Foundation Reporter.

 Bird teaches through illustrative stories of self-defense and survival experienced by moms, laboratory workers, electricians and other everyday people who learned, sometimes the hard way, the value of the self-defense handgun.  Gila Hayes in Women & Guns.

One thing that jumped out at me as I was reading The Concealed Handgun Manual was the easy-to-read text layout and the fantastic use of pictures. The photos in this book are top notch. It is imperative to have explanatory photographs in a handgun manual. The quality and quantity of the images used in this book really put it into its own category of professionalism. In addition to these great pictures, the author writes in a very appealing easy-to-read style.  Timothy J. Schmidt in Concealed Carry Magazine.

Carrying a deadly weapon is too serious a matter to go unstudied. Chris Birds work serves as a fine textbook for those who have made, or are considering making, that commitment.  Will Cox in Gun Week.

Provides useful information on how to keep fender benders from escalating into homicidal nastiness . . . . Far from being psychobabble, this chapter is an honest look at the psychological dynamics of conflicts and how to deal with them.  Charles M. B. Smith, The Sharpshooter, newsletter of the Oklahoma Rifle Association.

I would recommend your book to anyone applying for a concealed carry permit . . . to understand the rights and responsibilities of concealed carry, along with very helpful information for choosing the proper equipment, all in a very readable and interesting form.  Representative Roy L. Brun, an author of the Louisiana Concealed Handgun Carry Law.

As a concealed weapon license holder and NRA Personal Protection Instructor for the past ten years, I found a lot of very effective information and answers to questions that I hadnt considered in an enjoyable and easy-to-read format. If you carry or are considering doing so, I strongly recommend this handy and informative resource.  Ray Walters, editor, Shoot! Magazine.
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To Anita, whose idea this was and who suffered through its completion again and again.


Those who give up essential liberties to purchase a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

Benjamin Franklin

The constitutions of most of our States assert that all power is inherent in the people; that . . . it is their right and duty to be at all times armed.

Thomas Jefferson

Forewarned, forearmed; to be prepared is half the victory.

Miguel Cervantes
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Foreword

Possession of guns for self-defense is a vital American freedom. Citizens struggles to overthrow restrictions on the exercise of that freedom are prevailing, proven by successes like the celebrated Heller and McDonald Supreme Court victories.

Though Supreme Court affirmations of the right to own defensive firearms are heartening, self-defense demands a lot more than a gun locked up in the home. True freedom to protect ourselves from predatory criminals includes lawfully carrying a self-defense concealed handgun outside the home, while going about our daily business. Historically, concealed carry has been restricted at the state level of government.

Efforts to overthrow state laws restricting or prohibiting concealed carry have won stunning victories over the past several decades. The Lone Star State was slugging it out over concealed-carry legislation when author Chris Bird began writing the first edition of The Concealed Handgun Manual. It has long fascinated me that Mr. Bird, who is one of our most articulate authors on the topic of guns carried for personal protection, was born and raised in England and lived in Canada before settling in the U.S. Could it be that his experiences as a citizen of nations that were in the process of sacrificing their self-defense rights to the false god of government-assured safety and security sharpened Mr. Birds insights into what is most important?

Mr. Bird observed the birthing pains of concealed-carry legislation in the State of Texas from the perspective of his job as crime reporter for the San Antonio Express-News. A life-time shooter, his interest soon went beyond professional reporting, and two years after the Texas legislature passed their concealed-carry law, he published the first edition of The Concealed Handgun Manual. Though he had experienced the genesis of concealed carry in Texas, the material in his book was national in scope. In the five editions that have since followed, updates and additions have literally doubled the number of pages.

Mr. Bird understands that just removing government impediments to concealed-carry self-defense rights is not enough. He knows that citizens who obtain a carry license and tuck a defensive handgun discreetly beneath their clothing desperately need to understand a wide array of issues ranging from gun safety, marksmanship techniques, defense tactics, and the extremely vital issue of when a gun is the best self-defense choice and when another solution is better. These topics and more are addressed in The Concealed Handgun Manual.

Mr. Bird is by nature a teacher. A weapons training officer for the Royal Military Police during his military service, he later honed the ability to tell a compelling story during his career as a crime reporter. Bringing both skill sets together, The Concealed Handgun Manual employs that most effective communication method, a well-told story. The sixth edition adds the lessons learned during Jean Assams armed defense of the parishioners at the New Life Church to other real-life experiences related in earlier iterations of The Concealed Handgun Manual. Most chapters begin with a true story about armed self-defense, used to drive home the importance of points discussed in that chapter. The result is a thick book that has plenty to teach concealed-carry practitioners of many years experience, as well as offering a wealth of information to new gun owners. The Resources section in the back of this book will help the reader on his or her continued quest for information.

That the reader will enjoy this book is without question. Its value as a reference work, kept on the bookshelf for return study is the unexpected bonus!

Gila Hayes

March 2011

Gila Hayes and her husband Marty Hayes own and operate the Firearms Academy of Seattle, an excellent school for armed citizens. She has trained under Massad Ayoob, John Farnam, Louis Awerbuck, Clint Smith, Chuck Taylor, Ken Hackathorn, and the late Jim Cirillo. Her instructor credentials are impressiveLethal Force Institute, National Law Enforcement Training Center, Heckler & Koch International Training Division, Washington State Criminal Justice Training Division, American Womens Self Defense Association, and the NRA. She has written two booksEffective Defense and Personal Defense for Womenas well as numerous articles for gun magazines. She is one of three founders of the Armed Citizens Legal Defense Network, a membership organization formed for the legal protection of network members after using deadly force in self-defense.


Introduction
To the Sixth Edition

As this edition of The Concealed Handgun Manual was going to press, a shooting incident occurred in Tucson that I felt needed to be includedparticularly as the first chapter is entitled Mass Shootings: In Search of Answers. A deranged young man was accused of targeting Arizona Congressional Representative Gabrielle Giffords, shooting her in the head, then wounding thirteen others and killing six. The shooting took place outside a grocery store in a shopping center where Giffords was holding a meet-and-greet session with her constituents. Several people attacked the shooter as he was trying to reload, disarmed him, and wrestled him to the groundhow different from what happened at Virginia Tech.

But what interested me most were the actions of another young man. Joe Zamudio was buying cigarettes at an adjacent drug store when he heard the shots. Instead of taking cover or staying away from the shooting, he ran to the sound of the gunfire. He was carrying a gun in his coat pocket, but did not draw it. He saw a man holding a gun and thought it was the shooter, but he also noted that the slide was locked back. Leaving his gun in his pocket, he tackled the man and disarmed him before finding out that the shooter was already being held on the ground by a seventy-four-year-old man and a sixty-one-year-old woman. When he realized what had happened, Zamudio assisted in holding down the suspect.

As I saw it, this was a perfect example of responsible gun carrying. He ran to the sound of gunfire, but he did not draw his gun because he didnt think he needed it. Too often when we carry a concealed handgun we think it is the answer to all problems. When carrying a hammer, everything looks like a nail.

Since the last edition of this book, there have been two major Supreme Court decisions that have confirmed the idea that the Second Amendment to the Constitution is an individual right. The Heller decision in 2008 determined that anti-gun laws in Washington D.C. were unconstitutional, and the McDonald decision in 2010 ruled that the Heller decision applied to the states, not just federal property. These decisions were major victories for those of us who believe in armed self-defense, though to some extent the devil is in the details.

Since the fifth edition of The Concealed Handgun Manual went to press, Barack Obama has taken over as president. His solid anti-gun record as a politician scared many gun owners and Second Amendment supporters. This resulted in a rush on the sale of ammunition and semi-automatic, military-style rifles, with many prices doubling. By 2009, some people were dubbing Barack Obama gun salesman of the year.

This paranoia also resulted in a surge in the number of people applying for concealed-carry licenses. Although they are a state responsibility, many thought that the administration might block concealed carry in some way. Many people were afraid Obama would bring back the so-called assault weapons ban. However when his attorney general, Eric Holder, suggested it, sixty-five Democrat congressional representatives wrote him a letter telling him to back off. With the House of Representatives solidly in Republican hands, it seems unlikely that more gun-control laws will pass in the immediate future.

In the fall of 2009, I received a phone call from Orion Multimedia requesting some help in putting together a thirteen-part series about armed self-defense called Dont Be A Victim. The result ran for two hours on Saturday mornings on Spike TV, starting in July 2010 and hosted by actor Gerald McRaney. I was mostly involved in the last half hour, called Conceal and Carry School. Orion sent six women and three men, most of whom had been victims of crime, to Tac Pro Shooting Center in north Texas for a week of intensive training. They were mostly non-gun people, but they did incredibly well. It is the first time that a national television station has spent twenty-six hours promoting armed self-defense. Spike then ran the whole series again. It appears that armed self-defense is becoming more accepted in these interesting times.

Stay safe and remain undefeated.

Chris Bird

San Antonio, April 2011


About the Author

Chris Bird has been a journalist for thirty-five years and a handgun shooter for more than fifty. His love for shooting has steered him through the bureaucratic red tape of owning handguns in England, Canada, and Australia. As a commissioned officer in the Royal Military Police of the British Army in the 1960s, Bird was stationed in Berlin, West Germany, and Belgium, serving as company weapon-training officer and winning awards for shooting in competition.

An incurable romantic, Chris migrated to Canada after leaving the military, where he worked as a cowboy in British Columbia while shooting and hunting extensively.

Chris became a journalist and worked as a crime and investigative reporter for the Vancouver Province and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. He has also worked as a salesman, a private investigator, and a shotgun guard for an armored car company. In 1986 Chris competed in the Canadian Practical Pistol Championships.
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The call of the sea lured him away from his Canadian career for a two-year voyage from Vancouver, Canada, to Sydney, Australia, aboard British Privateer, a twenty-seven-foot boat that he built himself. He sailed back across the Pacific to take up residence in the U.S.

Married to a native Texan, Chris has adopted the state as his spiritual home. He and his wife, Anita, live in San Antonio, where Chris worked as a reporter for the Express-News. As a police reporter, he claims he has reported on more shootings and killings than Wild Bill Hickok had gunfights.

Given his choice, Chris would never be without a gun at hand. He has shot in practical shooting competition and at one point belonged to so many shooting clubs his wife complained she never saw him. He belongs to the National Rifle Association and the Texas State Rifle Association and is a director of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association.
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Chapter 1

Mass Shootings:
In Search of Answers

The most frequent use of a gun in self-defense is when an ordinary citizen feels threatened by a human predator and produces a gunusually a handgun. The potential robber, rapist, or murderer sees the gun, realizes his victim selection process needs revision, and takes off faster than a shotgun slug goes through a sheetrock wall. No one gets hurt, usually the incident is not reported to the police, and there is almost never a report of the incident in the local paper or on the local television newsno blood, no story.

The other end of the media attention scale is when a disturbed individual turns up at a place where many people are congregateda school, a mall, a church, a workplaceand starts shooting, killing and wounding as many people as possible. These are the incidents that get splashed over the air-waves, television cables, and newspapers across the country. These shootings are usually accompanied by screams for more gun control by those people who think more laws will solve everything.

When the shooting starts, the flight response will kick in for most people. In various mental states, from thinking self-preservation to outright panic, they will run as fast as deer from a cougar away from the gunfire. However, there are a few people who, from instinct or training, will head for the sound of the guns. Joe Zamudio is one of these few.

Tucson, January 8, 2011

Twenty-four-year-old Zamudio was not supposed to be anywhere near the Safeway grocery store in Tucson on January 8, 2011. He normally works Monday to Friday at his mothers art gallery, selling paintings and delivering them to customers. Saturday was supposed to be his day off, but his mother asked him to come in to the gallery to help her with a special event. He and his mother finished breakfast at a nearby bakery about 10 a.m.

He got into his truck and drove across the shopping center parking lot to the Walgreens drug store next to the Safeway. As usual, he was accompanied by his dog Buddy, a black Labrador mix and, as usual, he had his gun, a Ruger P-95 semi-automatic, in an inside jacket pocket. Also, as usual, the fifteen-round magazine had only about eight rounds in it.

I dont keep my clips [magazines] fully loaded, Zamudio said.

What was not usual was that he had a round in the chamber. Usually, when he puts the gun in his pocket in the morning, he will put the magazine in, but does not rack the slide to put a round in the chamber.

That morning, who knows why, I chambered a round, he said.

Zamudio is left-handed, so carries the gun in his right-hand inside coat pocket for a cross draw.

He parked and, leaving Buddy in the truck, he walked towards the entrance of the drug store. He intended to buy a pack of cigarettes, and that too was odd. He said he had bought a pack the evening before and had smoked only one. Normally his cigarettes go everywhere with him, but on this day he had left the smokes at home, so he needed to buy more.

As he walked towards Walgreens, he noticed a crowd of people around a table in front of the Safeway. Although he didnt know it at the time, it was an outreach event where Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords was meeting with constituents.

I thought, I wonder whats going on, Zamudio said.

He decided to get his cigarettes first, then see what had attracted the crowd.

That decision is the hardest one for me, because I feel like if I hadnt gone into the store first, and I had gone down there, then I would have been in a better position maybe to stop him sooner, Zamudio reflected.

He went into the store and got his cigarettes. He had swiped his debit card to pay for them, but hadnt finished the transaction when he heard the shots. There was a burst of them, fired very fast, too fast for accurate shooting, he said.

He was shooting at a pile of people. They had nowhere to move: there was a wall behind them, columns in front, they were penned in there. It was literally like shooting fish in a barrel. He didnt have to aim; thats why he was able to hurt so many people so fast.

Zamudio realized immediately that what he was hearing was gunfire. He ran out through the door of Walgreens, heading for the sound of the shooting.

I know when I came through the doorway, I had my hand on my gun and the safety was off, he said. He did not draw his gun.

A man outside the door was shouting: Shooter, shooter, get down. Zamudio ran past him towards the group of people.

This is where it really got scary, he said.

He saw an older man getting up off the ground with a gun in his hand. He could see an extended magazine protruding from the bottom of the gun.

Luckily, I saw that the slide was locked open.

He realized that the gun would not fire in that condition, so he did not draw his own gun.

Im still moving, and its still pretty intense. Ive got my hand on my gun, Im like scared, all these people are hurting, screaming already, crying. The man whos holding the guy on the ground is all bloody. That was the first person I saw all bloody.

It becomes crystal clear: somebody just shot a bunch of people, and I see this guy holding a gun, so I think that hes the shooter, Zamudio said.

He heard the man holding the gun say: Ill kill you, you mother------, Ill kill you.

The problem for me is, as an outside responder who didnt see the shooter shoot people, I see a guy holding a gun and a bunch of people shot, so I thought, I need to shoot him. But I saw he couldnt shoot me, and in that split second I decided I didnt have to, so I didnt.
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Joe Zamudio.

Zamudio charged the man and grabbed the gun, twisting it away from himself and towards the man holding it. Zamudio pushed the older man up against the wall and told him to drop the gun. At that point, seventy-four-year-old Bill Badger, who was holding the shooter on the ground, and Patricia Maisch, sixty-one, who was helping him, yelled at Zamudio that the man he was holding was not the shooter. The young man being held down by Badger and Maisch was the gunman.

Initially Zamudio was suspicious of what he was being told, but then realized Badger and Maisch were telling him the truth. However, he was not going to allow the older man to keep holding the gun.

Zamudio told the man: Just drop it; put it on the ground. Make us feel safe; nobody feels safe right now.

The man let go of the gun, a Glock Model 19, and it fell to the ground. Zamudio told him to put his foot on it. Zamudio said he never did learn the name of the older man holding the gun.

Zamudio then helped Badger, a retired Army National Guard colonel, hold the suspect down until the police arrived. Relieved by Zamudio of holding the suspect down, Maisch ran into the grocery store and grabbed a handful of paper towels to tend to Badger, who was bleeding from a head wound. Earlier she had wrestled a full magazine away from the suspect as he was trying to reload.

When the police arrived, they arrested twenty-two-year-old Jared Lee Loughner. He was later charged with murdering six people, including federal District Judge John Roll and nine-year-old Christina Taylor Green, and wounding fourteen, including Badger. Representative Giffords, who apparently was the target of the shooter, was shot through the brain, but survived.

He Ran to the Sound of Gunfire

As the only person other than the shooter who had a gun at the scene, Zamudio showed admirable restraint and judgment. He is aware that, if the slide on the Glock had not been locked back, he might have drawn his own gun and shot the wrong man.

I asked him why he ran to the sound of gunfire. This was his response: I didnt think about itit was a reaction. I believe now, when I think about it, that having the gun and being comfortable and familiar with it gave me a giant confidence boost to be able in that situation to do something appropriate. I know that I am very comfortable carrying a gun all the time, and I feel responsible to help people in my daily life, with or without a gun. I always hold doors for ladies, and I always stop and help somebody with a flat tire. Im like a nice guy, I always help people. I think that its my natural nature to want to help and to protect, plus the confidence of knowing if there is a shooter out there shooting people, I can stop him.

Joe Zamudio learned to shoot from his father, a Vietnam veteran who worked for the prison service. Although his father and mother split up when he was two, he maintained a good relationship with his father while living with his mother, he said. His father was seriously injured in a motorcycle accident and could not get around much after that. One thing he and his father could share was shooting, Zamudio said.

Since the shooting, Zamudio said he always carries his gun with a round in the chamber.

There would never be time to chamber one, he said. You dont have that extra second.

John Benner is a retired police lieutenant with extensive experience as a firearms instructor and SWAT commander. He is also a Vietnam veteran. Benner runs Tactical Defense Institute, a shooting school that teaches the usual handgun courses to civilians and law-enforcement officers. In addition, Benner puts on a three-day course called Active Killer-Shooter for civilians. He says that most active-shooter situations are resolved by civilians before police arrive on the scene. Therefore, he feels it is important that interested citizens should receive training in how to deal with what police call active-shooter situations.

Benner says most of these shooters are not well trained and can be stopped by civilians whether they are armed, like Joe Zamudio, or not, like Bill Badger.

Most of the shooters really arent that good. These are people that are going into a place, generally a gun-free zone, and theyre carrying out their task. They are intent on shooting people, and thats what they pay attention to. Consequently, taking them is really not all that difficult, Benner says.

Where the difficulty comes in: when do you display your firearm? Do you start to run through some place with the firearm out? Now maybe another concealed-carry holder, or an off-duty police officer, or an on-duty police officer, sees you running with a gun in your hand. Now that could be a malfunction.

It was just that type of malfunction that Zamudio avoided by keeping the gun in his pocket.

There are many things that can happen during active-shooter situations, which is why TDIs Active Killer-Shooter course involves a whole day of scenario-based training, Benner says.

People get to see all these different scenarios play out. We let them participate in all of them, the ones they do themselves, and they participate as the role players in the other ones.

New Life Church, December 9, 2007

Jeanne Assam is another person who ran to the sound of gunfire. When she awoke at 5 a.m., she was hungry. She was on the last day of a three-day religious fast, but the hunger pangs were not excessive. The first day was always the worst. She was fasting in the hope of discovering what God wanted her to do with the rest of her life. Before the day was over, He would give her a hint.

She sat up in bed and started to read her Bible. Normally on a Sunday she would go to New Life Church, where she was a member and where she was also a volunteer security officer. She was having doubts about whether to continue in law enforcement or try something else. She had been a police officer in Minneapolis for five years, then moved to Colorado, where she had held several law-enforcement jobs. She was qualified as a police officer in the state, though she was not working for a police agency at the time.

Assam had decided to stay in her apartment this Sunday, December 9, 2007, to contemplate her maker and her future and not to go to the church with its cafeteria, where she might be tempted to break her fast.

About 8:30 she decided she needed a break from the scriptures and, still in her pajamas, got out of bed and went to her computer. She went to the MSN home page and, in the top right-hand corner, immediately saw a story about a shooting in Avarda, a Denver suburb about seventy-five miles north of her Colorado Springs apartment.
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Jeanne Assam and President George W. Bush.

The story said two people had been killed and two more wounded at a Christian missionary training school called Youth With A Mission or YWAM. The gunman, who was not named, was still on the loose. His description was vague: white male in his twenties, possibly wearing a skull cap and glasses, maybe a beardno height or weight.

I knew in my gut that he was going to come to New Life. I just was certain. I dont know how I knew, other than it was God telling me, get to church, she said.

She phoned the head of the security team and told him she was coming to the church. Then she got into the shower.

When I was showering, I knew that there was a chance that I might not be coming home that day. I mean, I just knew it. This is how certain I was that he was coming to that church. I just thought, either Im going to come home, or Im not going to come home; Ill be killed.

To that point in her life, she had not felt anything as compelling as the feeling she was going to confront that gunman. She felt she couldnt warn the security team because, other than this premonition, she had no evidence that the gunman was going to the New Life Church.

I was just like, Ive got an assignment: hes coming, and Im going to take him out, Assam said.

She dressed in jeans, a short-sleeved sweater, and a black blazer to cover her gun. The gun was the Beretta 92FS that she had carried when she was a police officer in Minneapolis. It was loaded with fifteen rounds of 9mm hollow-points in the magazine and one in the chamber. She did not carry any spare magazines, as she didnt feel she would need them.

I just knew God was going to be with me. I didnt know what the outcome was going to be, because you never know what God is going to do. But I felt, Ive got enough here, Ive got my gun and my rounds, and Ive got God.

She got into her car and drove the mile to New Life Church. The morning was bright and cold. There was snow on the ground, but the sky was clear. The blizzard that had been predicted had not materialized, but it was twenty degrees Fahrenheit. As she drove, Assam recited scripture from memory.

The church has more than 10,000 members and is located on a property of thirty-five acres on the north side of Colorado Springs. Assam arrived about 10:15. She was the only female member of the churchs volunteer security team. In addition to the volunteer security officers, four Colorado Springs police officers in uniform were present. Two of them patrolled the extensive parking lot in their patrol cars, and two were stationed in the buildings.

Normally Assam would be assigned to protect the pastor during the second service but, because she was armed and a qualified police officer, she was posted in the lobby outside the huge sanctuary and in the long hallway that led to it.

The second service let out late, at about 12:40. Normally it would let out at about 12:20, but there was a guest speaker, so there were more people present than usual.

The cop next to me looked at his watchit showed 12:45and said, Im out of here.

There were still hundreds of people milling about. The volunteer security team would not leave until almost all the members had left.

Meanwhile, Matthew Murray, a troubled twenty-four-year-old, was sitting in his red Toyota Camry in the parking lot. The previous evening he had turned up at the Youth With A Mission training center in Arvada and asked to stay the night. After making some cell-phone calls, he was asked to leave by staff member Tiffany Johnson. He pulled a handgun and began shooting, killing Johnson and Philip Crouse and wounding two others. Murray went home, but left the next morning for the New Life Church in Colorado Springs.

He waited in his car until he saw the four uniformed Colorado Springs police officers leave the church parking lot in their patrol cars. He apparently drove around the church, setting off at least two smoke bombs, then he parked in the northeast parking lot.

About one oclock a volunteer at the information booth in the lobby caught Assams attention. He pointed towards the front doors and told her a church member had said something weird was going on outside. Assam approached the man and asked him what was happening. He said a smoke grenade or smoke bomb had been set off outside the front doors.

She went outside to investigate. An usher who was driving by joined her. They found what looked about the size of a stick of dynamite, but was light blue or light grey in color with commercial writing on it. Dense white smoke was pouring from it. Assam didnt want to get too close to it, because she didnt know if the smoke was poisonous or if the device might explode.

People were so naive that they were walking through this smoke like it was nothing, she said.

Assam directed people away from the smoke. She was trying to decide what to do next, when suddenly the smoke stopped. She tried to find out who had set off the devices and got two different accounts.

One witness said it was a white male in a red car, and the other witness said it was three white males in a white car. As a cop I know you get really different witness information like that all the time, so I was going to write both down.

She went back inside the church to write down the witness names before she forgot them, because she would have to make a report.

I wasnt thinking, oh my God the gunmans here. I was just thinking, this is weird.

The same volunteer in the information booth said there was another smoke grenade outside at the cafeteria doors, which were some way from where Assam was standing.

In the parking lot, Murray got out of his car carrying a Bushmaster AR-15 semi-automatic rifle. He was carrying two semi-automatic handgunsa .40-caliber Beretta PX4 Storm, fully loaded in a right thigh holster, and a Springfield Armory, model XD9, 9mm. He was wearing a black ammo vest and had loaded spare magazines for all three weapons.

David Works, fifty-one, his wife Marie, and their four daughters were getting into their white Toyota van in the east parking lot. They had attended the second service and were about to drive home to Denver. His wife was behind the wheel, and three of their daughters were in the back seatseighteen-year-old Stephanie and her twin, Laurie, and Grace, eleven.

Rachel, sixteen, was about to get into the back through the sliding door on the passenger side.

David Works had just got into the front passenger seat and was fastening his seatbelt when he heard a popping sound. He looked up and saw a man twenty or thirty yards away shooting at a white truck that was driving by. When the truck had gone past, the shooter looked at Works. He later told police that they made eye contact. The shooter raised his rifle and started shooting at the van. David Works yelled at his daughters to get down, then heard Rachel cry out in pain. He ducked down as the gunman fired several more shots. One hit Stephanie in the chest killing her. David got out of the van to help Rachael, who was lying on the ground beside the open door. The gunman was walking towards the front of the van in an arc. Works felt a burning pain in his stomach and fell beside Rachael. He was hit twice, once in the lower abdomen and once in the groin. He lay on the ground until paramedics arrived some minutes later. Rachel died later that evening at the hospital, but her father survived.

Christina Wilke, thirty-four, had been teaching Sunday school that morning and had attended the second service. She was driving her 1997 Honda Accord through the east parking lot when she heard a popping sound. As the popping continued, she felt her car jolt and then the Check Engine light came on. She saw, some distance away, a man dressed in black holding a rifle. She stopped the car and got out. She noticed two holes in the left front fender of her car. She also saw the Workses minivan with its windows shot out, and she heard a young girl screaming: Dont leave me mommy; dont leave me now mommy!

Wilke saw a female crawling on the ground beside the open sliding door of the minivan, then realized someone was shooting at her and other people in the parking lot. She became very frightened, got back into her car, and drove off. She reached the highway unscathed before her car engine died.

The Purcell family was leaving the east parking lot in their white Toyota Sequoia SUV when their way was blocked by a man dressed in black holding a military-style rifle. Matt Purcell, forty-eight, was driving. His wife Judy, forty, was in the front passenger seat, while their daughters Kayla, sixteen, and Kristen, twelve, were in the back with a friend, twenty-four-year-old Chelsea York.

Matt Purcell stopped six or eight feet from the gunman. Initially, Kristen thought she recognized the gunman and thought he was holding a paintball gun. They realized their mistake when he raised his rifle and started shooting at them. His first shot shattered the windshield, and the second plowed into the hood. Purcell tried to drive off, but stalled the vehicle. The gunman walked around to the passenger side of the vehicle and fired several more shots. Mrs. Purcell told police she realized she had been hit when she saw blood on her hands and felt heat on her shoulder. As soon as he restarted the engine, her husband drove off and took her straight to the hospital.

After shooting people in the east parking lot, Matthew Murray headed for the east doors of the main church building, changing magazines on his AR-15 as he went.

Jeanne Assam was still talking to the volunteer in the information booth when she heard a muffled pop, pop, pop coming from the East Hallway. The hallway is more than a hundred yards long and is thirty feet wide. It runs from the east entrance to the lobby of the sanctuary. It is the biggest and the busiest hallway in the complex, with the special-needs ministry and all the childrens ministries, including those for the babies and the pre-schoolers, leading off it.

Assam started walking from the information booth to the hallway. As Im walking, I heard the thundering crack of a high-powered rifle, incredibly loud, she said. This was the loudest gunfire Ive ever heard. Its obviously a high-powered rifle, not just a handgun.

She heard several shots fired fast, one after the other, obviously from a semi-automatic rifle. Though she didnt realize it, the gunman wasnt even inside the church at that point.

I pulled my gun out of the waist of my jeans, and Im thinking, where is he?

Murray was still outside, where he fired seven shots through the metal and glass double doors.

Hundreds of people were still in the huge hallway, all screaming and running in different directions. Mostly they were running past Assam, heading away from the gunfire.

Somebody yelled, Hes got a gun, hes got a gun.

Assam yelled back, Where is he? She couldnt see him. She is only five feet five inches tall and couldnt see over the mass of church members. Another member of the security team, a man over six feet tall spotted Murray.

There he is Jeanne; hes coming in the doors right now, the security officer yelled.

Assam immediately sprinted down the hall towards the doors and the gunman.

All of a sudden, instantly, everybodys gone. All the people in the hallway have found a place to hide. The best way to describe it is when you turn on a light, and theres cockroaches, and they scatter, and theyre gone. So no one was left in the hallway except me and the gunman. and Im walking. Ive stopped running, and Im walking.

She could see Murray dressed all in black with boots and kneepads, looking almost like a SWAT officer and carrying an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle. He pointed his rifle up as he came through the doors.

When he pulled open the second and last set of doors, this evil flooded in, into that hallwayjust a huge sense of evil, she said. The presence of evil was big, it filled the whole hallway, and that hallway is so huge.

Assam felt that presence of evil would have scared a normal person, but because she was on a fast and was trying to find God, she said she was not intimidated.

She thinks Murray saw her before she ducked into a smaller hallway on her right. But he probably thought she was like everyone else, looking for cover and to escape. He probably didnt notice that she had a gun in her hand.

Im really calm, my hands were not shaking, my heart was not pounding, she said.

She had cover in the smaller hallway: Murray couldnt see her, but she couldnt see him either. She wanted to make sure he was still heading towards her in the wide East Hallway. She took a peek around the corner of the hallway.

I looked real quick, then I took some steps back, and I prayed. I took a deep breath and just said: God, please be with me. I needed God, because I knew, if I messed this up, people were going to die, and I could die. I put my gun up to the high ready, and I was going to shoot him as soon as he came even with me.

Meanwhile Murray was advancing down the East Hallway shooting as he came. Assam found out later that he was shooting at the elderly volunteers further down the hallway. They were lying on the ground with bullets hitting all around them, until one of the security guards got them to move out of the line of fire.

Though Assam had cover and concealment in the smaller hallway, she felt that waiting for Murray was not a good plan. She decided to confront the gunman.

When I asked God to be with me, and I stepped out from behind cover, I felt an instant presence, a huge, magnificent power of the presence of God surround me, she said. I had a shield surrounding me, not just in front of me. It was really powerful. Ive never felt anything like that before or since.

Assam took several steps out of cover into the East Hallway and shouted: Police officer, drop your weapon.

They were sixty feet apart. He turned his body and his weapon towards her to fire. She fired her Beretta 9mm five times rapidly, aiming for center massthe middle of his body.

He went flying backwards onto his back, Assam said.

Murray sat up as she moved towards him and told him to drop his weapon or she would kill him. He shot at her with his AR-15, so she continued shooting at him, she said.

He was lying on his back with just his head propped up, and that would have been fine with me. I would just have thought it was over, but then he started to make a movement. As a police officer, when I tell someone not to move, you dont move. I had to shoot him again.

It was all over. She had confronted the gunman, stopped his killing spree, and had survived.

A few minutes after the shooting stopped, police officers started to arrive at New Life Church. The Colorado Springs Police Department got the call for an active shooter at 1:10 p.m., according to Police Chief Richard Myers. The dispatcher immediately called on the radio to see if any of the officers who had been providing security at the church were still there. Two of the officers, Mark Chacon and Alan Roman, had their radios on and were several blocks away. They immediately turned around and drove back to the church. They learned that the shooter had entered the church by the east doors. They were joined by an El Paso County Sheriffs sergeant and Colorado Springs Officer Eric Price.

In Prices report, he stated that they made a four-man active-shooter entry team and entered the building. About twenty yards down the hallway they came across several New Life security officers standing near the downed Murray. They were the first police officers to reach the scene. Price had been on traffic duty elsewhere and estimated the time he reached the church parking lot as about 1:20 p.m., according to his report. The first officers may have been on church property within two or three minutes of receiving the call, as Myers claimed, but it was several minutes later before they reached the scene of the shooting. By the time they got there, it was finished, and the shooter was dead.

Assam is convinced that her shots killed Murray, so she was shocked when a few days later the El Paso County coroner issued his autopsy report. It stated that Murray had committed suicide. Coroner Robert Bux, who conducted the autopsy, said that Murray had put a handgun in his mouth and shot himself.

Whether Assam killed Murray or not is irrelevant to the outcome. Though heavily outgunned, she hit him several times, put him down, and eliminated the threat. No one inside the church was killed or wounded except one man who was hit by shrapnel in the forearm.

As Coroner Robert Bux says: Shes a hero, a bona fide hero, and because of her courage, theres a whole bunch of people who didnt get killed.

Colorado Springs Police Chief Richard Myers also called her a hero and credited her with saving many lives.

If you want to know more about Jeanne Assam and Matthew Murray and what led them to that fateful meeting at New Life Church, I recommend Assams book: God, the Gunman & Me.

Let us take a look at another mass shooting.

Virginia Tech, April 16, 2007

When Seung Hui Cho, a twenty-three-year-old Korean-born student, reached Norris Hall on the campus of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, better known as Virginia Tech, between 9:15 and 9:30 the morning of April 16, 2007, he had already made one assault on campus. Shortly after 7 a.m. he had murdered Emily Hilscher and Ryan Clark in the West Ambler Johnston student residence. Hilscher was shot in her room on the fourth floor, and police speculated that Clark, whose room was next door, went to her assistance. Both were found in Hilschers room shot at close range.

Cho apparently escaped from the building without being seen and returned to his room in a nearby student residence. No connection was ever found to link Cho with Hilscher or Clark, and his motive in that shooting remains a mystery.

After changing out of his bloody clothes, Cho went to the post office in Blacksburg to mail a package to NBC News in New York. The package included a diatribe of rage and resentment against the university and its students, as well as the now infamous video clips of Cho holding guns, which were shown on national television.

According to the Virginia Tech Incident Review Panels report, Cho then returned to campus and entered Norris Hall, the three-story engineering building. He chained and padlocked the three main entrance doors to the building from the inside, thus preventing anyone from entering or leaving. He then went up to the second floor and poked his head into several rooms where classes were in progress.

Locking the doors also delayed the police response and gave him about eleven minutes to fire at least 174 rounds from two semi-automatic handgunsa 9mm Glock and a .22 caliber Walther and murder thirty students and faculty members. The Incident Review Panels report continued, Cho walked into classroom 206, where Professor G.V. Loganathan was teaching advanced hydrology engineering. Without warning he shot and killed the professor then turned his guns on the students. He killed nine and wounded two. Only two students in that class were unscathed. Cho made several visits to four classrooms, shooting some students six times or more.

Students and faculty in nearby classrooms heard the shots, but did not immediately realize what they were hearing. Meanwhile Cho crossed the hallway and entered room 207, where Professor Christopher Bishop was teaching a German class. Cho shot Bishop and several students near the door, then walked among the desks shooting others. Bishop and four students died, and six more were wounded. One student tried without success to wrench free the podium that was bolted to the floor to barricade the door.

About two minutes after he left, Cho tried to reenter room 207, but two wounded students and two who had not been hit managed to hold the door closed with their hands and feet, while keeping their bodies away from the center of the door. Cho beat on the door and pushed it open an inch, then fired several shots around the door handle. He eventually gave up.

In room 211 a French class was in progress. The professor, Jocelyne Couture-Nowak, realized that she and her students were hearing gunshots and asked a student to call 9-1-1. The first call reached Virginia Tech Police Department at 9:42 a.m., and the police response started. Other students in the room tried to use the instructors table to block the door, but Cho pushed his way in and started shooting. On that first visit he killed Couture-Nowak, then several students. He left, but returned several times, eventually killing eleven students and wounding six. No one in room 211 escaped unscathed.

In room 204 Professor Liviu Librescu was teaching solid mechanics. The seventy-six-year-old Romanian Jew was a survivor of the Holocaust and came to the U.S. from Israel in the mid-1980s. When Cho tried to enter the room, Librescu braced himself against the door and yelled for his students to jump out of the window. They responded by pushing out the screens and jumping from the second-floor windows, a drop of nineteen feet to grass and bushes. The smart ones lowered themselves from the windows, then dropped about thirteen feet.

While the students were escaping, Cho shot and killed Librescu through the door, then got into the classroom and started shooting the students waiting at the windows to escape. Ten students got out of the windows and reached the ground, some breaking bones when they hit the ground. Cho shot four students in Librescus class, killing one.

The students in room 205 came off best. They were attending a scientific computing class when they heard the shots. They held the door closed with their feet while keeping low to the ground. Cho tried to force his way in, but the students kept him out. He fired through the door, but did not hit anyone.

According to the report, police officers started to arrive at Norris Hall three minutes after the university police department received the first call. The officers were slowed by the chained entrances, but eventually found a locked door to a maintenance shop. They shot the lock with a shotgun and entered the building. Two police teams entered and ran up the stairs to the second floor, where the shots were coming from. They heard the last shot as Cho shot himself in the head, ending the worst massacre by a gunman on a U.S. university campus.

The panels report estimates that between 9:40 and 9:51, Cho shot and killed twenty-five students and five faculty members in the hallway and in four of the classrooms. He wounded seventeen other students.

The Media Responded

Immediately the local and national media were all over the incident like blowflies on a dead cow in August. They concentrated on the victims, the university, and the police response, on Chos obvious mental problems, and that the country obviously needed more gun-control laws. There were comparisons to the shooting in 1999 at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, where two students killed twelve other students and a teacher before shooting themselves.

The Virginia Tech shooting preceded the New Life Church incident by several months, but unlike in the latter, there was no Jeanne Assam to confront the shooter and stop the carnage before the police arrived. And unlike the Tucson shooting, nobody tackled the gunman or ran to assist.

After Virginia Tech, the media were aided and abetted in calling for more gun-control laws by the usual suspectsthe Brady Campaign to Prevent Handgun Violence (formerly Handgun Control, Inc.), the Violence Policy Center, and other anti-gun and anti-self-defense groups.

While the media and anti-gun organizations responses were predictable, the political response was muted. It was interesting and encouraging that, after the shooting, many politicians kept their mouths shut about gun control.

Many Democratic politicians have been stung by the partys enthusiasm for disarming law-abiding citizens. It is an issue they dont want to deal with. When Attorney General Eric Holder suggested reinstating the so-called assault-weapons ban in February 2009, sixty-five Democratic congressional representatives wrote him a letter telling him to back off.

The response to Virginia Tech from the pro-gun, pro-self-defense citizens and organizations was also predictable. The feedback I heard again and again from people interested in taking responsibility for their own safety was: If only one student there had had a gun.

But Virginia Tech was a gun-free zone. Even students and faculty members with concealed-handgun licenses were forbidden to take their guns on campus. In 2005 a student with a concealed-handgun permit was disciplined for bringing a gun on campus.

For more than two years, the Virginia Citizens Defense League had been trying to get a law passed in the legislature that would prevent public colleges and universities from banning guns from their campuses. The bills were stalled in committee after much lobbying by Virginia Tech and other institutes of higher learning in the state.

Apparently Virginia Tech spokesman Larry Hincker was pleased the bill in 2006 was defeated. He was quoted in The Roanoke Times as saying: Im sure the university community is appreciative of the General Assemblys actions because this will help parents, students, faculty, and visitors feel safe on our campus.

Right.

October 16, 1991, Killeen, Texas

Sixteen years prior to the Virginia Tech shooting, another incident took place in central Texas that would have a major effect on spreading concealed- handgun laws across the country. It would also produce one of the best advocates for an armed citizenry the country has seen.

It was a sunny fall day in central Texas when Dr. Suzanna Gratia walked into the Lubys Cafeteria in Killeen, Texas, with her mother and father. As they entered the restaurant, Gratia had no inkling that she would be the only one of them to leave there alive.

October 16, 1991, was Bosses Day, and the cafeteria was packed with employees taking their employers to lunch. Gratia, then thirty-two, was a chiropractor in nearby Copperas Cove. She and her parents were waiting for her friend, the restaurant manager, to return to their table. They had just finished eating and were dawdling over coffee.

The pleasant atmosphere was shattered when a pickup truck burst through the window into the restaurant, smashing into customers and showering them with broken glass.

At first, Gratia thought it was an accident. She started to go over to help the people knocked down by the pickup.

Then she heard a flurry of gunshots.
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Suzanna Gratia Hupp.

Immediately, Gratia and her father tipped over their table and, with her mother, took cover behind it. Gratia decided it must be a robbery, but the shooting continued. Then she thought maybe it was a hit. Perhaps someone important was in the restaurant because it was Bosses Day. But the driver of the pickup was walking unhurriedly from one person to another shooting them.

It took a good forty-five seconds, which is a long time, to figure out that the guy was just going to walk around and shoot people, Gratia said. You kept waiting for him to stop and give some sort of explanation, but he didnt.

By this time, the gunman, later identified as George Hennard, was standing at the right-front fender of his truck, about fifteen feet from Gratia, still shooting people.

I thought, I got this turkey. I reached for my purse. I had a perfect place to prop my arm; everybody in the restaurant was down; he was up. Then I realized that a few months earlier I had made the stupidest decision of my life. My gun was one hundred yards away, in my car, completely useless to me. I had made the decision to begin leaving it in my car, because I was concerned about losing my license to practice chiropractic.

In 1991 Texas had no concealed-handgun carry law. Only law-enforcement officers could carry concealed handguns legally in the state.

Gratia was appalled. She groped for something to do to stop the carnage. She thought about throwing her purse at the gunman. She eyed the sugar container and the butter knife, but Hennard had two semi-automatic handguns and was in complete control of the situation. Any attack would be suicide.

Meanwhile, Gratias father, Al Gratia, was getting increasingly frustrated.

Ive got to do something. Ive got to do something. Hes going to kill everybody in here, Gratia remembers her father saying, as he started to rise to his feet.

Suzanna grabbed him by the shirt collar and jerked him down, cursing at him and saying: If you go at him, hes going to kill you, too. But he shook her off and, when he thought he had a chance, tried to rush Hennard.

I remember ducking down because I already knew what was going to happen. He didnt have a chance. The guy could see him coming a mile away. Dad probably covered half the space, and the guy turned and shot him in the chest. My dad went down in the aisle. He was still alive and still semi-conscious, but he was maybe eight feet from me. I saw the wound and, as horrible as it sounds, I basically wrote him off at that point.

After shooting Gratias father, Hennard changed direction away from her and her mother. For the first time she looked at the gunmans face.

You think the stupidest things. I remember looking at this guy, thinking, this is a good-looking guywith a new truck. What could possibly be so wrong in this guys life that hes doing this?

Hennard reached the wall and, fortunately, turned away from Gratia. She and her mother were in the front part of the restaurant and were trapped until somebody broke a window near the back. Her first thought on hearing the crash of the breaking glass was that Hennard was not alone. Perhaps it was a terrorist attack. But she saw people escaping through the broken window and knew it was their only chance to get out.

Gratia kept peeking around the table, where she and her mother were crouched, until she saw an opportunity. She stood up with her back to Hennard, who was still shooting people, expecting at any moment to be shot.

I remember standing with my back to the guy, and I kept hearing the gunshots. I kept waiting to feel the impact. I remember feeling that so vividly.

Gratia grabbed her mother by the shirt, pulling her to her feet. Come on, come on, weve got to run; weve got to get out of here, she urged.

Her feet grew wings and she ran, not stopping until she was through the window and outside in the sunshine. The restaurant manager, Mark Kopenhafer, met her outside and asked if she was all right.

I said, Yeah, but Dads been shot. And I turned around to say something about Mom or something to Mom, and she wasnt there.

Her mother had not followed her out of the restaurant. Gratia learned afterwards from the police what had happened. When they arrived on the scene, the officers knew a man was inside the restaurant shooting people. Earlier, while Hennard had been systematically executing people, everybody was hugging the floor, and it was quiet except for the sound of the gunshots. But when the police arrived, people were scrambling to get out, and pandemonium reigned. The officers could not see who was doing the shooting.

My mother, according to them, had crawled out into the open where my father was and was cradling him until the gunman got back around to her.

According to the one cop, he didnt realize who the man was at that point, and he saw the guy look down at my Mom. He said, she looked up at him, put her head down, and then he put the gun to her head and pulled the trigger.

My parents had had their forty-seventh wedding anniversary a week and a half before, and she just wasnt going anywhere.

Hennard killed twenty-three people and wounded another thirty-three before he put one of his pistols to his own head and pulled the trigger.

An Advocate for Gun Rights

Suzanna Gratia, now Suzanna Gratia Hupp since her marriage, has now testified before Congress and numerous state legislatures, urging law-makers to allow law-abiding citizens to carry guns for self- defense. She is acknowledged to be one of the most compelling witnesses in the gun-control debate. Hupp was elected to the Texas Legislature, where she served for more than ten years as a champion of gun rights.

Im not a crack shot, but I can definitely hit what Im pointing at, she says.

When legislators ask her what would have happened if she had shot at Hennard and missed, she answers: Its possible, but if nothing else, it sure would have changed the odds, wouldnt it? Because, as it was, I cant begin to get across to you or anybody else what its like to sit there and wait for it to be your turn. I get very angry right now even thinking about that. Can you imagine not being able to fight back?

Hupps testimony in February 1995 before the Texas Senate committee looking at a proposed concealed-handgun carry law undoubtedly helped sway lawmakers to the reality that the police and the justice system cannot protect people. Although the justice system is supposed to deter crime, it hasnt been doing a very good job. While patrolling police officers do deter some crime, it is difficult to determine how much. Most often they take reports of crimes after they happen and then try to catch the perpetrators.

Hupp has written a book about her experiences: From Lubys to the Legislature: One Womans Fight Against Gun Control.

The Public Response

After the April 1999 shooting at Columbine High School in Colorado, some law enforcement agencies were interested in changing their response to an active shooter. At Columbine the first police officers to arrive did not enter the building, but surrounded it to contain the gunmen, allowing the shooting to continue. Forty-five minutes after the first call to police, SWAT (special weapons and tactics) officers made entry. By that time the gunmen had committed suicide, twelve students and a teacher were dead, and twenty-four were wounded.

In 2003, the Illinois State Police Academy issued a report that examined a technique called Rapid Deployment, in which patrol officers do not wait for SWAT teams but enter the kill zone and run to the sound of the gunfire. Researchers studied forty-four mass shooting incidents. In case after case they found that the shooter had escaped before police arrived or that he had committed suicide. But in seven cases ordinary citizens had confronted the gunman and held him until the police arrived.

In its conclusions, the report states: Immediate action taken by personnel who are on-site when the shooting starts, is the most effective way to stop the killing.

Of course the report does not recommend arming citizensIllinois is one of two states with no provision for concealed carry by ordinary citizens. The closest it comes is to refer to some terrorist incidents in Israel. Reports suggest many of these terrorists are being shot by armed Israeli citizens who happened to be on the scene or arrived before military or police units.

More recent research into mass shootings has been done by Bill Batchers of Hard Tactics Corporation, which teaches military-style tactics and skills to law enforcement. Batchers retired from the U.S. Army after a twenty-year career in special operations.

On his blog at www.hardtactics.com he summarizes his active-shooter research. He says that the best possible outcome is where the intended victims resolve the incident by confronting the shooter. Examining forty-nine incidents, Batchers states that police only resolved only nine incidents, while the victims resolved fourteen.

We find that the most likely way to survive an active-shooting incident is not to run. It is to turn and attack the shooter. The problem is attacking the shooter runs contrary to most current politically correct and police thoughts.

 Interestingly, however, in the fourteen incidents in which the victims themselves stepped up to resolve the incident, they did so with a minimum loss of life, the blog states.

In the days and weeks after the Virginia Tech shooting, some people spoke in favor of allowing students and faculty members who have concealed-handgun licenses to carry handguns on campus just as they can off campus.

The shooting at Virginia Tech made some students realize how vulnerable they were, and it spawned an organization called Students for Concealed Carry on Campus. By 2010, it had more than forty thousand members in all fifty states, according to its web site: www.concealedcampus.org.

The organization has two main functions. The first function is to dispel the common myths and misconceptions about concealed carry on college campuses, by making the public aware of the facts. The second function is to push state legislators and school administrators to grant concealed handgun license holders the same rights on college campuses that those licensees currently enjoy in most other unsecured locations, the web site states.

It does seem ridiculous that young soldiers who have served their country in Iraq or Afghanistan should come home and be denied the right to carry concealed handguns for protection while students on campus. We have only have to look at the shooting at Fort Hood on November 5, 2009, to see what can happen to soldiers who are disarmed. Thirteen were killed and many others wounded apparently by a U.S. Army major who was also a Muslim terrorist.

Various people weighed in, in support for students and faculty members being able to protect themselves on campus. Texas Governor Rick Perry was quoted as saying that Texans with concealed-handgun licenses should be able to carry anywhere. He included college campuses, bars, courthouses, and churches.

Suzanna Hupp told a reporter from Time magazine that she puts some of the blame for Virginia Tech on politicians. She was angry because the shooting was preventable, she said.

 The politicians havent figured it out. They have created gun-free zones, and all of the dreadful things that have happened were in these gun-free zones, Hupp told the reporter.

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, agreed. He said every tragic school shooting and some other mass shootings had one thing in common. They all happened in so-called gun-free zones, he said. You can pass all the laws you want, but the only proven way to stop shootings in gun-free zones is an armed response.

Sheriff Wayne Rausch of Latah County, Idaho, favors more law-abiding citizens, including adult students, getting permits to carry concealed handguns. However, he has experienced occasions when permit holders have hindered police while intending to help. In most cases permit holders should use their guns only to defend themselves or their families, he says.

An active-shooter situation is certainly an example of an exception where I would like to see the armed citizen get involved, Rausch said, because one of the questions that was posed to me by many of the people that called was: What could law enforcement have done differently at Virginia Tech?

Quite frankly Ive spoken to a lot of my fellow sheriffs and chiefs, and we all agree: basically nothing. Its absolutely ludicrous to think that on a huge campus like that, when there is an isolated incident going on that is not only dynamic but changing fast, that somehow or another police are miraculously going to be able to pinpoint the exact location and have immediate response to shut it down before it gets worse. Thats just not feasible; thats just not going to happen.

Rausch feels the most reasonable expectation is that law enforcement is probably going to get the information about a shooting from someone calling on a cell phone. When police are alerted, they go there and take care of it as quickly as possible.

On the other hand, the quickest answer to this obviously is that, if youve got a classroom full of students, and you are lining them up to shoot them, and some of them are armed themselves, there is a possibility this may be shut down much quicker.

The University of Idaho, with a student body of ten thousand, is located in Latah County and the city of Moscow. Rausch says the university has a policy of no guns on campus.

While some colleges and universities have not banned students or faculty with permits from carrying concealed handguns on campus, one state has tackled the issue head on. Utah fought the battle against such bans in the courts and won.

In 2006 the Utah Supreme Court upheld a law passed by the legislature in 2004 that requires public colleges and universities to honor concealed-handgun permits on campus. No mass shootings have been reported at Utah colleges since the law went into effect.

The Virginia Tech Incident Review Panels report stated that data on the effect of carrying guns on campus are incomplete and inconclusive.

The panel knows of no case in which a shooter in campus homicides has been shot or scared off by a student or faculty member with a weapon.

However, in an appendix that lists school mass shootings, the report notes two cases where this happened.

One of the incidents mentioned happened five years before and only a hundred miles west of the Virginia Tech campus. Another foreign-born student went on a shooting rampage near Grundy, Virginia.

Appalachian School of Law, January 16, 2002

When Tracy Bridges and his friends were late getting back to the law school after lunch, Bridges parked his Chevrolet Tahoe in a faculty spot near one of the exits from the classroom building. He and the friends with him climbed the stairs to the second floor and entered the classroom. About fifteen students were waiting in the room for the professor to arrive.

Bridges, twenty-five, was in his third and final year at the law school. He was also certified as a peace officer in North Carolina and was a deputy with the Buncombe County sheriffs office in the far western part of that state.

The students were talking among themselves when they heard what could have been a shot, Bridges said. One of the students in the class was Ted Besen, another third-year student, who had been a law-enforcement officer, also in North Carolina.

We both kinda looked at each other and kinda jokingly said that sounded like a gunshot. And then when we heard the second and third, thats when we knew it was a gunshot, Bridges said.

He and Besen ran into the hallway, where they saw Professor Wesley Shinn who, according to Bridges, told them: Peters in the building, and hes got a gun.

Shinn was referring to Peter Odighizuwa, a forty-three-year-old naturalized U.S. citizen from Nigeria, who had been told he was to be dismissed for failing grades.

We didnt know what he had done at that point. We didnt know if anybody was hurt or injured, Bridges said.

He and Ted ran back into the classroom and herded all the students out of the room, along the hallway to a back entrance, and down a metal staircase.

At that point we didnt know where Peter was or anything, so my thinking was: get them outside. At least we have some escape routes, if we get them outside.

Many of the students who escaped from the classroom went to a grocery store which is right next to the school, but Bridges had other things on his mind.

My immediate thought was, I needed to get to my vehicle, because I knew that I had a weapon in my vehicle.

It was fortunate that he had parked in a faculty spot, because the vehicle was much closer than it would have been had he parked in the student area. He ran to his Tahoe, unlocked it, and got his gun from its hiding place under the seat. The gun was a Ruger Speed-Six revolver with a 2-inch barrel in .357 Magnum caliber he had received as a gift some years before.

Leaving his vehicle door open in his hurry, Bridges ran towards one of the front entrances, where he could see some students milling around where Odighizuwa had come out of the building. He was about twenty yards away when Bridges first saw him, and he was holding a small pistol, later identified as a Davis .380, a cheap semi-automatic. He advanced on Odighizuwa, yelling at him to put the gun down and get down on the ground.

They say you get tunnel vision, but I think I got tunnel sound [auditory exclusion], because I dont think I heard anything except for me screaming and yelling.

He did glance to his left at one point during his advance, where he saw Mikael Gross, a first-year student, who also was certified as a peace officer in North Carolina. Bridges saw that Gross had a Beretta semi-automatic in his hand.

In training Tracy had been taught that at some point you have to make up your mind that youre ready to pull the trigger. I had already made that decision; it was a question of whenhow I could get the shot off and be safe about it?

As he approached Odighizuwa, he saw that Ted Besen and another student, Todd Ross, were in the way of a clear shot. Besen was in front of the student with the gun, while Ross was behind him. Bridges said he could hit Odighizuwa without hitting Besen, but he was afraid the hot loads from his .357 Magnum would go clean through the gunman and hit Ross.

Bridges did not shoot, but as he got close, Odighizuwa put his gun down on the ground and moved away from it. The moment for shooting passed.

It seemed like once Peter turned around and recognized that other people were armedmyself and MikaelIm not sure if he seen Mikaels gun; Im not sure if he seen mine. Theres no way to tell. I think once he noticed that we were armed, he laid his weapon down.

Besen was in front of the gunman, who hit him on the jaw with his fist. Ross grabbed him from behind, and then the others joined in. They wrestled him to the ground, where Bridges got his arm in a lock. He asked Gross if he had any handcuffs. Gross said he did, and ran back to his car to get them. When Gross returned, they handcuffed the gunman and held him until the first police officer arrived.

The police officer asked if anybody had been inside the building, so Bridges went in to check on who had been hurt in the shooting. Several students urged him to check on Dean L. Anthony Sutin. There was a lot of blood in the front lobby, but Bridges went straight up the stairs to Sutins office.
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Tracy K. Bridges.

When I went into his office, he was lying there on the floor. I checked for vitals, and there were none.

It appeared to Bridges that Sutin had been shot several times in the body. The student left Sutins office and entered the office of Professor Thomas Blackwell. He found Blackwell still sitting in his chair facing his computer with his head down.

It looked like he had been shot at pretty close range in the back of the neck.

He again checked for signs of life, but found none.

Bridges went back downstairs to find Angela Dales, a thirty-three-year-old student, had been shot in the neck. The blood he saw when he first entered the building after capturing the gunman was hers.

Dales was shot beside some couches in a lounge area, but she apparently jumped up and ran towards the door. Although she was somewhat responsive when Bridges got to her, she had lost a lot of blood and died shortly afterwards. Three other students were wounded, but recovered.

Dean Sutin was a personal friend of Bridges. He had been a senior official in the U.S. Justice Department under Attorney General Janet Reno during the Clinton administration. He and Bridges were at opposite ends of the political spectrum, but they had an agreement: Bridges would read one of Sutins left-wing books, if the dean would read one of his right-wing books. They traded books frequently, Bridges said.

He was very open to listening to what I had to say.

Rather than face the death penalty, Odighizuwa accepted a plea bargain of multiple life sentences, which he is now serving.

Competing Agendas

Afterwards, it seemed to Bridges that the pro- and anti-gun people were using the incident to further their own agendas. The anti-gun people were deploring the use of a gun to murder three people and wound another three. The pro-gun faction said that, in this case, having guns on campus saved lives.

In his book, The Bias Against Guns, Professor John Lott of the University of Maryland uses this incident to show the medias unwillingness to portray the use of guns by citizens in a positive light. He wrote that he ran a Nexis-Lexis computer search and, in the week following the incident, found 208 stories about the law-school shooting. However, only four reports mentioned that Gross and Bridges were armed with handguns when they confronted Odighizuwa. Most of the stories stated that the shooter was tackled by the students, but failed to mention that any had their own handguns.

The day after the shooting, Bridges was interviewed by Katie Couric, then co-host of NBCs Today Show. He got the impression that she didnt want to talk about the fact that he and Gross were armed.

As soon as I mentioned the weapon, she very quickly said, but we need to mention that you are a law-enforcement officer, he said. This is borne out by the transcript of the show.

Bridges thinks that if students with concealed-handgun permits had been allowed to carry on campus at Virginia Tech, the incident might have ended differently. I think it would have. Thats my personal feeling, he said.

While after Virginia Tech many people railed against the ostrich-like attitude of most educators towards guns on campuses , another more disturbing question was being raised: Why did none of the students in Norris Hall fight back?

The answers varied, but the theme seemed to be that we have produced an emasculated generation of young adults who have been socialized by educators to obey orders and avoid conflict at all costs.

Nationally syndicated radio-talk-show host Neal Boortz opined: It seems that standing in terror waiting for your turn to be executed was the right thing to do, and any questions as to why twenty-five students didnt try to rush and overpower Cho Seung-Hui are just examples of right-wing maniacal bias. Surrendercomplyadjust.

National Review Online columnist John Derbyshire asked, Where was the spirit of self-defense here? . . . Why didnt anyone rush the guy?

Syndicated columnist Michelle Malkin stated, Instead of teaching students to defend their beliefs, American educators shield them from vigorous intellectual debate. Instead of encouraging autonomy, our higher institutions of learning stoke passivity and conflict-avoidance. And as the erosion of intellectual self-defense goes, so goes the erosion of physical self-defense.

National Review columnist Mark Steyn refers to a culture of corrosive passivity.

Its deeply damaging to portray fit, fully-formed adults as children who need to be protected. We should be raising them to understand that there will be moments in life when you need to protect yourselfand, in a horrible world, there may come moments when you have to choose between protecting yourself or others, Steyn wrote.

Bill Batchers of Hard Tactics Corporation thinks the attitude applies not just to students. In his blog, he writes: After thirty years of cultural change in which our society has done much to emasculate men and generally make society less self-dependent and more dependent on government services, one of the outcomes is that the average citizen appears to be much more physically timid than the average citizen of forty years ago.

Training Matters

However, Assam has a word of warning for ordinary citizens who carry concealed handguns and are faced with an active shooter: Dont think that youre not going to freak out when a gunman comes in and that youre going to be this brave police officer cause you have no training, you have no exposure to this.

Taking on an active shooter may not be a good idea for civilians who have just enough training to get a concealed-handgun license. A better idea is to get themselves and others out of the way by fleeing or hiding. When Assam took on Murray, she was seriously undergunned. Murray was armed with a semi-automatic rifle, two semi-automatic handguns, and plenty of spare loaded magazines for each weapon. She only had only her 9mm Beretta handgun and sixteen rounds. Gunmen who perpetrate mass shootings usually come well prepared. They have often decided to end it by shooting themselves as Seung Hui Cho did at Virginia Tech, and they may well be wearing body armor, which makes taking them down that much harder.

However, if a person is trapped by a gunman, the handgun helps to even the odds, if he or she cant avoid a confrontation. Ordinary citizens with law-enforcement or military training, and some with extensive firearms training, may choose to take on the shooter as Assam did.

There are cases where something inside of a person emerges, and they just know in their gut that, hey, even though Im not a cop, if someone ever comes in shooting, Im going to do something about it, Assam acknowledged.

Its inside of a person. And I dont think many people have it, I really dont, but some people do. But if this gunman is taking lives, and youre willing to die you may dieand you have an opportunity to do something about it, then I say,: go for it.

Choosing to Fight Back

The hero of the Virginia Tech shooting was undoubtedly seventy-six-year-old Professor Liviu Librescu, but he was from a different generation. He sacrificed himself by holding the door, while ordering his students to escape through the windows. He understood the responsibilities of leadershipthe leader, like the captain of a ship, saves himself last.

Another professor who successfully saved his students and also died was Kevin Granata. His class was on the third floor. He locked his students in a small room, then went down to the second floor to investigate. Cho shot and killed him there.

We talk of flight or fight as a response to danger. Flight is a respectable and preferable course of action. Students who jumped from the windows in room 204 followed Librescus order and saved their lives. Those who tried, some successfully, some unsuccessfully, to block the doors have nothing to be ashamed of. They saw that action was needed and took it.

But if you are trapped, what about the other option: fight? Time magazine quoted one student in room 211, who cowered under a desk while other students were being executed around him. He was waiting for it to be his turn. He heard the gunman reload three times, but no one apparently thought to attack him while his gun was out of action.

Another student in the same class who feigned death told Newsweek reporters: Nobody tried to get up and be a hero.

The Incident Review Panels report states, Several students, some of whom were injured and others not, successfully played dead amid the carnage around them, and survived. This worked for at least some students.

The report made no mention of anyone trying to rush the shooter. Apparently this was fine with the panel. Its recommendations concerned action by police, making sure that exterior doors cannot be chained shut, and that bomb threats should be taken seriously. The focus of the report seems to be to absolve the police and administration of any responsibility, while failing to address how students could save their lives. There was no recommendation that students should be taught to fight back.

However, students can and should be taught to fight back, even when unarmed, against a classroom shooter, according to Greg Crane of Response Options.

Crane and a partner started Response Options to teach school teachers and students what to do when faced with a gunman such as Cho. Crane has a law-enforcement background and taught high school for two years.

Response Options first came to public attention in October 2006, shortly after a gunman walked into a one-room Amish school in Pennsylvania, murdered five girls, and wounded six before killing himself. People were asking what could be done about such incidents when the Response Options program came to media attention.

For two years the company had been teaching the staff of the Burleson School District, just south of Fort Worth, how to cope with a gunman in a school. In 2006 Crane had a contract to start teaching the students what to do. When the program became national news, the school district administrators said they didnt know Response Options was teaching children to fight back and ended the program. The school district apparently couldnt stand the heat and got out of the kitchen.

However, the Virginia Tech incident opened up a new venue for Response Options. Crane said he got inquiries from colleges and universities, as well as schools across the nation, requesting information and training.

I guess what Virginia Tech did was change some thinking, because now you had a whole building full of young adults who were attacked by one person and he won. The question was: how did this happen?

Cranes answer is that either the shooter was a highly trained individual, or the targets were just too easy. In all these school mass shootings, the shooter was not a highly skilled tactical operator, therefore, the targets were too easy.

A static, passive target just does not require any kind of skill set [on the part of the shooter] to win that battle, he says.  Hiding under desks and praying for rescue from professionals is not a recipe for survival.

Crane takes issue with school lock-down policies that keep students and teachers in the target area. They are locked in their classrooms and are not provided with any information that would allow them to escape and survive. Lock-down allows for three things: command, control, and convenience. But not just for police and school administrators; it does the same thing for the bad guy.

Should the shooter gain access to them [the students], they do exactly what they have been told to do, which is either sit quietly in a corner or cower under their desks, and he gets to just walk amongst them and do whatever he wants to do.

Response Options initially focuses on escape from the area of the threat, but most schools are poorly designed to make this easy. They have long hallways with classrooms off both sides. Each classroom has only one door, only one way in or out. Because of fear of property crimes, if there are windows, they are small and high off the ground, and dont open.

There is no escape from these rooms should you actually be attacked. These kids have no choice; if theyre going to survive, theyre going to have to fight their way out against the gunman.

Shooting a gun accurately, particularly a handgun, requires skill and concentration. Even trained police officers in a dynamic situation dont hit the target with more than about one shot in five, Crane says. Youve got to interrupt his ability to shoot accurately.

One way is to throw at his head anything you can get your hands onbooks, chairs, pocket change, rulers, etc.

At a minimum you get a closing of the eyes. Usually what we see is a turning of the head and even a raising of the hands to protect the head, Crane says. We want to cause mass mayhem and chaos where he is going to have to mentally and physically deal with an environment that he was not expectingstimuli that he was not expecting. And then we use our numbers to gain back control.

He recommends a swarming technique, in which as many students as possible use their numbers and their total body mass to subdue the shooter.

It doesnt take very many people to overcome one individual if you know how to do it. Were not guaranteeing that there wont be any casualties, but youve got to be proactive.

Crane pointed out that at Virginia Tech, in rooms 205 and 204, where teachers and students were proactive, only two people were killed. Five were killed initially in room 206, but then the students blocked the door preventing Cho from returning, and no one else was killed in the room. In rooms 207 and 211, where the students were not proactive, twenty students and two teachers were killed.

Asked why he thought nobody actually fought back at Virginia Tech, Crane said: Its because they have been taught since they were little kids that when you are in the school you are passive. We have zero tolerance rules in place now in education.

Even though self-defense is perfectly legal, and you have an absolute right to defend yourself outside school, if a student is attacked in school and fights back, he or she is in as much trouble as the attacker.

Its now been ingrained in these kids ever since they were little, that they cannot fight back. They need to walk away.

Crane admonishes teachers and administrators: You guys are neutering a bunch of people.

One high-school student who did fight back was Jake Ryker. He didnt know he had already been shot in the chest when he charged the shooter in the school cafeteria that Thursday morning, but it probably wouldnt have made any difference if he had.

Springfield, Oregon, May 21, 1998

It was Rykers seventeenth birthdayMay 21, 1998. He was just getting up from a table with his friends at Thurston High School in Springfield, Oregon. It was just before 8 a.m., and the students were getting ready for their first class. Ryker had a history assignment to turn in.

Thats when Kip Kinkel walked through the cafeteria door and opened fire on his fellow students with a .22-caliber Ruger semi-automatic rifle with a fifty-round magazine. Kinkel had sawed off the butt of the rifle to make a pistol grip and to make it easier to conceal under his trenchcoat.

Kinkel, fifteen, had already murdered his parentsboth teachersbefore coming to school. And in the breezeway a few feet from the cafeteria door he had executed Ben Walker with a shot through the head.

At first Ryker didnt see the gun as Kinkel came in, but he did hear the shots. When Kinkel started shooting at the students around his table from about twenty feet away, Ryker pushed his girlfriend, Jennifer Alldredge, to the ground. That was when he got shot. But he thought as he landed on the ground that the blow was from someones arm or fist. He was unaware that a bullet had gone through his right lung and broken a rib. He looked up to see Kinkel approaching the end of the table where he and the others had been sitting.

He grabbed my friend Mike, held him down, and shot him in the head, Ryker said, referring to Mikael Nickolauson. Thats when I got up and started running. I tripped over this girl Christina and hit the ground. I hit my chin or my forehead or something. I remember my face bouncing off the floor.

Ryker looked up to see Kinkel pointing the rifle to fire again, and he heard the click as the firing pin snapped on an empty chamber.

I knew when I heard that click that if anybody was going to hit him, nows the time, Ryker said.

Kinkel had fired all fifty rounds in the magazine and struggled to reload the rifle as Ryker came up off the floor and ran at him.

When he saw me, he started backpedaling.

Ryker, a high-school wrestler six feet four inches tall, swept Kinkels feet from under him in a wrestling tackle, and the rifle went flying.

 I hit him hard enough that it knocked him over. His feet went up in the air, and I came down on top of him.

Another teenager picked up the rifle, and several others joined in the attack on the shooter, including Rykers brother Josh. But Kinkel was not ready to give up. Ryker could see Kinkel was armed with a knife, but he also had a Glock 9mm semi-automatic pistol in his waistband under his trenchcoat.
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Jake Ryker

When he hit the ground, thats when he started going for that Glock, Ryker said. I thought he was going for the knife. I put my hand on the knife and grabbed his face, but then he took the gun out. Thats when I grabbed the barrel of the gun. By that time, he had it up in my face, so I was looking down the barrel.

The previous weekend, Jake Ryker, his fourteen-year-old brother Josh, and their father Robert had been shooting at a local range. They had been shooting a .45-caliber Colt Gold Cup semi-automatic. The pistol is a target version of the .45 semi-automatic that used to be the standard issue for the U.S. military. Robert Ryker, at that time a chief petty officer in the U.S. Navy, knew all about the big pistol. He was explaining the safeties on the .45 to his sons. He told them that if you push on the muzzle or the slide of most semi-automatics they will not fire.

If you push the slide back an eighth of an inch, it throws it out of battery. I said that if somebody stuck one in your face or pointed one at you, you could push back on the slide, and it wont go off, Robert Ryker said. But then I said, if hes still got his finger on the trigger and you release the slide, itll shoot, because itll slam back in battery, and the hammer will fall.

Jokingly, Robert warned his sons not to try this move except as a last resort. He said he never expected that less than a week later his oldest son would be fighting for his life with someone who had stuck a pistol in his face.

I was taught that very same thing when I was in the Navy as a gunners mate, and when I went to gunnery school, they showed us that. Our chief told our class: dont ever try this unless you know youre going to be dead anyway, Robert Ryker added.

When Kinkel stuck the muzzle of the Glock 9mm in Jake Rykers face, Ryker grabbed the muzzle with his left hand. Remembering his fathers advice, he tried to push the slide back out of battery.

I figured that would be the best thing for me to do with that thing pointed in my face, Jake Ryker said. If not, I was going to get a bullet between my eyes. So I grabbed the end of it. When I grabbed it, I guess I didnt grip it strongly enough, but I got it away from my face, and it discharged.

The 9mm bullet went through the knuckle of Rykers left index finger, burned the top of his thumb, ricocheted off the floor, then ripped through another boys buttocks. But Rykers grip on the slide prevented the gun from cycling, and it jammed.

By this time several boys, including Adam Walburger and Josh Ryker, had piled on Kinkel and managed to get the Glock away from him.

Adam was helping Jake, and I grabbed the legs because he was kicking and fighting, Josh Ryker said. We kept fighting him, until we got pulled off by the adults.

I was beating on him as much as I could. They had to pull me off him, Jake Ryker said.

It wasnt until another boy, Chris, pulled him off Kinkel that Jake Ryker realized he had been wounded. Chris grabbed him where his rib had been broken, and Ryker felt a stab of pain. The boy rolled Ryker over and pressed down on his chest where blood was welling from his chest wound. Ryker noticed blood all over Chriss hands. He noticed his own left index finger hanging by a piece of skin from his hand. Chris told him he had also been shot in the chest.

When he was arrested, police found that, in addition to the .22-caliber rifle and 9mm pistol, Kinkel was also armed with another handgun and had more than a thousand rounds of ammunition on him.

Jake Ryker has been called a hero for his actions in the school cafeteria, but he plays this down, pointing out that he was not the only teen to charge Kinkel, just the one in front. He said he did not have time to be afraid.

By the time I got to stop and think about what the hell I just did, I was actually in the hospital, he said.

Ryker spent about a week in the hospital. Doctors were able to save his finger, and he was fit enough a year later to survive Marine boot camp. In November 1999 Kinkel was sentenced to one hundred eleven years in prison for murdering his parents and two Thurston students and for wounding more than twenty students.

Robert Ryker is a concealed-handgun license holder and life member of the National Rifle Association. He is proud of his sons knowledge and ability with firearms. He believes this knowledge enabled Jake to take down the shooter and almost certainly save the lives of more students.

He knew enough about guns, had been around them enough, so he respects them like anybody should, Robert Ryker said. But he knew when he could make his move, because he was familiar with them.

Jake said he remembers shooting at beer cans with his grandfather with a .22-caliber revolver when he was six or seven years old. I got my first BB gun for Christmas when I think I was eight, he added.

A Change in Attitude

Blaming the gun for mass shootings is like blaming the car for traffic accidents. Guns have been readily available in the United States ever since the country was founded, so this is not anything new. There are still many Americans who can remember taking guns to school. Texas Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson, who, as a state senator, helped push the concealed-handgun law through the Texas Legislature in 1995, is one.

In 1959 I took a gun to school for show-and-tell, and nobody thought anything of it, he said.

Robert Ryker, Jakes father, said that he had taken a gun to school to work on during shop class.

In my school annual, there is a picture of a teacher with an actual six-gun on his hip that we shot blanks in. We had a quick-draw contest in the courtyard, he said.

While demonizing guns has been popular with many public figures, other factors are probably more to blame for the school shootings: lack of discipline at home and at school, single-parent families, child abuse, the use of behavior-altering drugs such as Luvox and Ritalin, and the Internet.

Retired Lieutenant Colonel David Grossman and Gloria DeGaetano, authors of Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill, blame violent video games and films. They make a compelling case for blaming violent video games for removing kids inhibitions against killing and for making them more aggressive.

Many people blame the media for sensationalizing these school-shooting incidents.

Patterson argues that the First Amendment to the Constitutionthe amendment that guarantees free speech and freedom of the pressis far more responsible for the shootings than the Second Amendment, which guarantees the right to keep and bear arms.

The presss First Amendment right to report as they see fit has killed children in this country, Patterson said. Its unequivocal. You cant argue that these copy-cat killings would have happened without the press.

However, he would not support more restrictions on First Amendment rights any more than he would support further erosion of Second Amendment rights, he added.

Robert and Jake Ryker both agree the media is much to blame for the shootings. Jake feels that if the media didnt give so much publicity to the shooters, others would not be encouraged to do it. He also thinks the media made Kip Kinkel into a national hero.

I received hate mail because of this guy, because there are people who like this guy and think he did the right thing, Jake said. There is an Internet site for Kinkel groupies, he added.

One of them wanted to know how she could marry him. She was madly in love with him. Theyre seeking that attention.

Robert Ryker believes the media has a right to report whats happening; he just wishes they wouldnt make so much of it.

If the media would quit making a circus event out of these shootings, the damn performers would quit coming to the circus, he said.

Media celebrities have not been slow to voice opinions about school shootings, most calling for more restrictions on guns and gun owners. Talk-show personality Rosie ODonnell said she thought all gun owners should be jailed. She then weighed into Tom Selleck for taking part in ads for the National Rifle Association. Selleck had appeared on her show to promote a movie. He seemed angry and uncomfortable at ODonnells attack, later calling her unprofessional.

In May 1999 actress Sharon Stone made a big production of turning in a shotgun and three handguns to the Los Angeles police as a result, she said, of the Columbine High School shooting. Stone said she was surrendering her right to bear arms and urged other gun owners to turn in their guns. This is a woman who has made a lot of money from violent films. In one of her movies, she portrays a character who murders lovers with an ice pick during sex.

While the Second Amendment has come under attack as a result of these shootings, so has the free speech guarantee of the First Amendment. A thirteen-year-old boy in Ponder, Texas, was jailed for five days after writing a scary Halloween story as a class assignment. Christopher Beamons essay described shooting his teacher, Amanda Henry, and two students. The teacher gave him an A and had him read the story aloud in class. Parents named in the story complained, and Principal Chance Allen called police.

When Christopher appeared in front of Denton County Juvenile Court Judge Darlene Whitten, she ordered him imprisoned for ten days. He was set free only after the familys lawyer demanded his release, and the district attorney declined to prosecute.

In another incident of bureaucratic stupidity, nine-year-old Vincent Olivarez was almost suspended from Telfair Elementary School in the Los Angeles Unified School District, when he was caught with what administrators called extremely disturbing and offensive photos. Are we talking porno shots here? No, they were photos of him and his brother shooting guns at a shooting range under the supervision of their aunt, who happened to be a police firearms instructor.

In November 1999 the Chicago public-school system abolished rifle training with air rifles for some nine thousand cadets in the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps. The move was another paranoid reaction to the school shootings elsewhere in the country. It took prompting from The Chicago Tribune to bring this harmless and useful form of training to an end. The newspaper published an article drawing attention to weapon training in Illinois schools, while schools nationwide are pondering how to prevent shootings.

Paul Vallas, speaking for the school district, said it didnt want to send a contradictory message to students, discouraging the use of violence and weapons, and at the same time supporting a marksmanship program. This evisceration of the JROTC is particularly troubling, as there appears to be no reason for it other than a desire by officials to avoid controversy. This action was taken at a time when the media were reporting about plummeting rates of violent youth crime and gun deaths since the early 1990s.

It seems these school shootings and other multiple shootings around the country have given the national media, some politicians, and anti-gun activists a wonderful opportunity to brainwash the American people into believing that guns are bad and that the people who have them are evil. Their ultimate aim is the disarmament of America.

Many people who support the right of civilians to carry concealed handguns for protection seem to be in favor of allowing teachers to be armed. Jesse Ventura, then the colorful governor of Minnesota, spoke for many when he suggested that if someone at Columbine High School had had a concealed-handgun license and been armed, lives would have been saved. He was widely criticized in the media for this statement, but at least he kept his job.

The same cannot be said of John Varis, for thirteen years superintendent of Reading Community Schools in Ohio. Reading is a suburb of Cincinnati. Varis was forced to resign after he suggested at a public meeting that teachers could be armed and trained to respond to a school shooting. He pointed out that guns can be used to save lives as well as kill people. Some parents circulated petitions calling for his removal. Varis said he was discussing school-safety options.

Most of the high-profile school shootings have occurred in states that give ordinary citizens the right to carry concealed handguns for protection. But in each of those states, concealed-handgun-license holders are prevented from carrying guns at schools. Is this an effective policy? Professor John Lott, author of More Guns, Less Crime: Understanding Crime and Gun Control Laws, thinks not.

I understand the motivation behind itto try to create safe zonesbut what I think happens when you do that is, rather than making it safer for the good people, you make it safer for those who are intent on doing the harm, he said.

Lott has studied the effect of concealed-handgun laws on multiple shootings in public places. He concludes that, in states where concealed-handgun laws have been passed, such shootings have been reduced more than 80 percent. Where they have occurred in those states, they have been in placeslike schoolswhere concealed-handgun-license holders are not allowed to carry their guns.

Allowing teachers and other law-abiding adults to carry concealed handguns in schools would not only make it easier to stop shootings in progress. It could also help deter shootings from ever occurring, Lott said.

Another high-profile school shooting was brought to an end by a civilian with a handgun.

Pearl, Mississippi, October 1, 1997

Shortly after 8 a.m., Joel Myrick, an assistant principal at Pearl High School, was walking back to his office with a cup of coffee in his hand. He was dressed as usual in a pinstripe suit, white shirt, and tie.

He crossed a large area about the size of a basketball court with a high ceiling that was referred to as the Commons. About six hundred students were milling about in this vast area. They had just arrived and were waiting around for the school day to begin. It would be unlike any other school day they had ever experienced.

As Myrick reached his outer office, he heard a loud explosion. Immediately, he set down his coffee and stepped back out into the Commons.

There was another loud boom. Most of the children in the Commons ran for the exits, many of them screaming. As some ran towards Myrick, he held open the door and they flooded into his outer office. After fifteen or twenty children had run past him into his office, Myrick heard the third boom.

He realized someone was shooting. He started moving carefully out into the Commons looking for the source of the gunfire. His view of part of the Commons was blocked by a stairwell. By this time the area was almost empty of students. After moving a few steps, Myrick saw the barrel of a rifle, then as he moved further, a large youth wearing a long coat. He was walking, with the rifle pointed forward and down, towards the center of the Commons area, where there were four columns, each about three feet thick.

As Myrick watched, he saw the shooter lift the barrel of the rifle slightly and fire another shot. Myrick saw chips of concrete fly from one of the columns, as two girls fell to the ground. The shooter, later identified as sixteen-year-old Luke Woodham, kept walking towards one of the columns, where several children were trying to hide. But one boy was left exposed.

[image: Image]

Joel Myrick

He pulled his book bag up to his chest, and he said: No, man, no. And Luke shot him within about four or five feet, Myrick said.

The two other children behind the column turned and ran. Woodham worked the lever of the rifle, chambered another round, and fired at them. The bullet hit the floor behind them and broke up. They were hit by pieces of the bullet and went down. Woodham was walking away from Myrick thumbing rounds into the magazine through the slot in the receiver of the .30-30-caliber Marlin rifle.

I was contemplating running [at Woodham], but I was scared. Because there was about forty or fifty feet between me and him, and I thought, if I start running and he turns around, Im dead, because hes killing folks, Myrick said.

The assistant principal said he has been hunting all his life and knows what the .30-30 round will do to a deer.

Woodham turned and started to walk towards one of the halls that led off the Commons. Myrick sprinted along the side of the Commons towards an exit that led to where his truck was parked. In the truck he kept his .45-caliber handgun.

I knew I had to get to my gun, because I was defenseless, and I couldnt do anything with him at that point. I knew there was no one else around that could do anything with him at that point, Myrick said. He was king. He was God of that school, and he could take life whenever he got ready, and he was doing it.

About halfway to the exit, Myrick turned and looked back. This is the image Ill remember for the rest of my life. I looked, and I saw seven bodies lying around in various positions. I could smell gunpowder, he said.

Woodham was walking away from him down the hall with the rifle held diagonally across his chest. Myrick had his truck key in his hand even before he reached the back door. He sprinted across the parking lot to his pickup, opened it up, and reached under the seat for his gun. The .45-caliber Colt compact semi-automatic was in a soft case. Myrick undid the zipper and took it out. It had a full magazine but no round in the chamber. He paused a moment realizing that he was holding a loaded gun on school property, then he racked the slide, chambering a round, and put on the safety. Myrick said that, once he had the gun in his hand, he felt unbelievably safe during the rest of the incident.

He took off running with the gun pointed up in the air and his finger alongside the trigger guard. He didnt want to enter the building through the door from which he had exited, so he started running clockwise around the building.

Myrick fondly remembers an elderly black custodian named Irene who summed up the whole situation in two words. She was standing in the next entrance with one foot each side of the door so she could run in or out depending on the threat. She looked at Myrick running past with a gun in his hand, and she said, Oh, my.

Myrick turned the corner of the building and ran towards the front door. He figured that was the closest entrance to where he had last seen Woodham. He thought the shooter was probably searching classrooms, closets, and bathrooms looking for more unarmed victims.

When he was about forty yards from the front door, Woodham emerged from it still carrying the rifle. Myrick stopped and settled into a classic Weaver stance, pointing the gun at Woodham, and yelled, Stop.

Woodham turned his head and looked at Myrick, but kept walking to his car, which was parked at the curb. Behind Woodham cars were leaving the parking lot, and kids were running. Myrick didnt have a clear shot at him, and Woodham didnt point the gun at him.

I made the decision not to shoot at him at that point. I safed my weapon again, and took off running towards his car.

Before Myrick could reach the car, Woodham had taken off, burning rubber as he accelerated away.

I remember looking at the white smoke coming off his tires.

Myrick ran as fast as he could to cut Woodham off before he could escape from the parking lot onto the street. Woodham was slowed by traffic at an intersection on school property. Some cars were still bringing students to school, and others were trying to leave the area as fast as they could. A car was stopped in front of Woodham at a stop sign. Woodham backed up and went around the car, but the delay allowed time for Myrick to reach the exit ahead of him.

Myrick was standing with one foot on the road when Woodham turned the corner about thirty yards away. There was nothing on the other side of the road but trees, so this time the assistant principal would have a clear shot.

I was going to shoot him as he came across my field of fire, because the junior high was right down the road, and thats where my son goes to school, said Myrick. I dont know where he was heading, but I knew he had just shot up a bunch of folks with a high-powered rifle, and he was getting away. I just figured I needed to stop him.

When Woodham turned the corner and headed straight for him, Myrick took up his position, covering the shooter with the .45 in a two-hand hold. He clicked off the safety. When Woodham saw him, he swerved off the road onto the grass away from Myrick. The grass was wet, and the car spun out, coming to a stop across the road about fifteen feet away from him, Myrick said.

The assistant principal kept Woodham covered and told him not to move. Woodhams knuckles were white from where he was gripping the steering wheel, and his glasses were askew on his face, but he didnt move. Still keeping him covered, Myrick walked quickly to the car.

I knew I had him at that point. I moved right up to the car and held the pistol a couple of feet from the side of his head. I told him: If you do anything, Im going to kill you. And he never moved. He never said a word. In the seat next to him was the rifle lying muzzle down.

Myrick noticed that Woodham had black electrical tape around both of his hands. He found out later that Woodham had stabbed his mother to death before coming to school and had cut himself.

Myrick got the youth out of the car and made him lie face down on the grass. The assistant principal pulled Woodhams jacket up over his head, partly to immobilize him and partly to see if he had any other weapons on him. Myrick put his foot on the back of Woodhams head to make sure he didnt move, then asked why he had done this.

Mr. Myrick, the world has wronged me, and I couldnt take it anymore, Woodham replied.

I didnt think twice, I said: My God, wait till you get to Parchman, which is the state penitentiary, Myrick recalled.

A few minutes later a police car pulled up, and the police officer took over, handcuffing Woodham. Myrick cleared his gun then ran back into the school. He found Woodham had killed two girls and wounded seven other students.

Although no one but Woodham knows for sure, Myrick believes he would have continued his murderous rampage, if he had not been stopped. He still had two rounds in his rifle and thirty-six rounds on him at the time of his capture. Myrick said, I truly believe that he would have continued to do what he was doing.

In June 1998 Woodham was sentenced to life in prison for his rampage, which he tried to blame on the leader of a satanic group that he belonged to.

Kids Need To Feel They Belong

Like Jake Ryker, Joel Myrick has received hate mail. He has received more than twenty letters from around the country from people blaming him for what happened. Some were bizarre enough that he was concerned for his safety.

The gist of what they were saying was that I was the problem. Luke Woodham was not the problem; that I created Luke Woodham, because Im a big bully that carries a gun.

Myrick has been a hunter and shooter all his life and is a member of the National Rifle Association. He is also an officer in the National Guard. He believes children are being desensitized to killing because of the graphic violence they see in movies and the violence they participate in when playing video games. This is the same sort of indoctrination that soldiers receive to enable them to kill an enemy.

Myrick says kids need to feel a sense of belonging. If there is a common thread to the school shootings, it is that the shooters felt alienated from the student body. They were really not a part of the mainstream culture, he said. They were a little bit outside.

In 1999 Myrick moved from Pearl to a job as the principal of a high school in northern Mississippi. He has been working to develop a sense of community in his school, so all students feel that they belong. If he sees a kid sitting alone, he will go and talk to him or her, he said. He also speaks to adult community groups to get them to become involved in the school and its students.

 Ive really made a big effort to try to draw kids into the mainstream of the school, so everybody feels like theyre part of the school, and nobody is just left out.

Myrick is in favor of taking the initiative and trying to head off such incidents before they start. However, in a school situation, once someone has decided to go on an armed rampage, it is not easy to prevent them. You are not going to stop them by making the school into a prison, although I do believe an armed security guard is a great deterrent, because some of these shooters are cowards, he said.

If these youths knew there was a good chance they would be shot or killed, it would deter some, Myrick said. Under the current system, schools proclaim loudly with signs that they are drug- and gun-free zones.

Its a shooting gallery. What better place to go and shoot than a gun-free zone, he said.

Myrick does not have a concealed-handgun license, though he could easily get one in Mississippi. He said it is legal for him to have a gun in his home and in his vehicle. He is usually not far from one or the other and does not want to carry one on his person.

He believes having teachers carry guns would create a problem. Teachers get jostled by students in crowded hallways. Female teachers with guns in their purses would be vulnerable, because they have to put down the purses to teach.

Youre not maintaining a posture of keeping your weapon secured in a crowded hallway. Thats why I think that an armed guard would be better.

Myrick did feel that, with sufficient training, it would be an advantage to have a teacher or administrator have a gun locked inside the school building.

I would love to have a gun loaded in my desk, drawer locked. It would be safe there; it would be inaccessible, he said. It would really be safer than the one in my truck thats there now, because Im not watching my truck, and if you wanted to take a pipe and knock my window out and snatch my gun, you could.

He acknowledges that if he had had a gun in his desk at Pearl High School he could have reached it a lot quicker and perhaps saved some of the students from being shot. He stressed that whoever was allowed to keep a gun on school premises should receive training and have strict instructions about when it could be used.

The Dynamics of School Threats

Although the school shootings have received an enormous amount of publicity, they are quite rare. According to a Justice Policy Institute report in 1998, the chance of a student becoming the victim of a school-associated violent death is slightly less than one in a million.

Meanwhile, another, more terrifying threat looms over U.S. schools. Until 2007 mass shootings at schools have been carried out by one or two socially isolated and paranoid students and have resulted in less than a dozen people murdered in each incident.

However, according to news reports, Muslim terrorists are setting their sights on American schools. A report in World Net Daily on September 20, 2007, states that al Qaida terrorists in Afghanistan have practiced attacks on schools issuing commands in English.

Plans of schools in Virginia, New Jersey, and Texas have been found on terrorists captured in Iraq, the report stated.

Retired Lieutenant Colonel David Grossman, author of On Killing and co-author of Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill, estimates that U.S. schools are quite unprepared to deal with a terrorist attack. He urges school teachers and administrators to carry firearms.

BOOKS ON MASS SHOOTINGS

Assam, Jeanne. God, the Gunman & Me. Colorado Springs, Colo.: Jeanne Assam Publishing, 2010. www.jeanneassam.com

Hupp, Suzanna Gratia. From Lubys to the Legislature: One Womans Fight Against Gun Control. San Antonio, Texas: Privateer Publications, 2010. www.privateerpublications.com

ORGANIZATIONS

Students for Concealed Carry on Campus: www.concealedcampus.org

SAFETY TRAINING

Hard Tactics Corporation, 7719 Hernando Court, Naples, FL 34114; 239-692-8374; www.hardtactics.com

Response Options, 251 S.W. Wilshire Blvd, Ste. 124, #550, Burleson, TX 76028; 877-652-9461; www.ResponseOptions.com

Tactical Defense Institute, 2174 Bethany Ridge, West Union, OH 45693; 937-544-7228; www.tdiohio.com
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