






How to Talk to Santa


by Alec Greven


Illustrations by Kei Acedera


[image: image]





For my grandparents: Ree Ree and Papa, Opa and Nana.
 Also for Oma and Papa Tim, who are with me in my heart.





Contents


Introduction




Chapter One: The Countdown




Chapter Two: Being Naughty




Chapter Three: Being Nice




Chapter Four: Making a List and Checking It Twice




Chapter Five: Cookies, Carrots, and Christmas Eve




Chapter Six: Santa Is Here!




Chapter Seven: The Truth About Santa






Acknowledgments




About the Author




Credits




Copyright




About the Publisher








[image: image]

 

INTRODUCTION



Ever wonder about the big guy in the red suit?

You know…Santa!

 

There are many signs that Christmas is almost here and Santa is on his way—lights everywhere, Christmas trees in all the windows, and toys, toys, toys! It’s easy for kids to go wild at Christmas.

 

But Christmas is not just about toys and wanting everything you see. It’s about having fun and believing in magic, getting together and giving to others.

 

So, how do you control your greed, still get what you want, and spread the cheer? Read this book and find out, because Santa is almost here!
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CHAPTER ONE

The Countdown



[image: image]

{ Operation Christmas begins right after Thanksgiving. }


Operation Christmas (OC) begins right after Thanksgiving. One day everything is normal, and then all of a sudden people get zapped with OC and go crazy. Everyone starts shopping, decorating, and having parties. Some people go a little overboard, if you know what I mean.

[image: image]


You know Christmas is coming when…


	[image: image] “Jingle Bells” is stuck in your head.

	[image: image] Giant snow globes and dancing Santas take over your yard.

	[image: image] Every commercial on TV makes you want new toys.



Kids get into the spirit by starting the Christmas countdown, making decorations, breaking out the Christmas stories and movies, and writing THE LIST for Santa.

 

That’s when you know OC has hit you bad.

[image: image]

TIP: 98% of people do not do OC calmly.


 

But one thing that doesn’t get kids in the spirit is taking Christmas pictures. This turns your parents into aliens. First, they make you wear clothes that match your brother’s and sister’s, and usually it is something fancy and uncomfortable. And who wants to match your four-year-old sister anyway?

 

Then you have to pose until your legs go to sleep or you get an itch, and your sister keeps poking you.

[image: image]


Many kids will put on a goofy face or not look at the camera. But Mom and Dad will be mad if you do this. They expect you to smile while your brother is stepping on your foot. 94% of the time someone messes up the picture and you have to do it over and over again.

 

This is too much for some kids. I have never taken Christmas pictures without a kid breaking down into tears. Happy Christmas Pictures!

[image: image]

TIP: Keep in mind it is drama time. Just fake it and get through it.







End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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