






The Water Dancers


A Novel


Terry Gamble


[image: image]








TO PATSY





Jesus answered,

“I tell you, if my disciples keep silence,

the stones will shout aloud.”

LUKE 19:40




Ah, could we but once more return to our forest glade and tread as formerly upon the soil with proud and happy heart! On the hills with bended bow, while nature’s flowers bloomed all around the habitation of nature’s child, our brothers once abounded, free as the mountain air, and their glad shouts resounded from vale to vale, as they chased o’er the hills, the mountains, rowed and followed in the otter’s track. Oh, return, return! Ah, never again shall this time return. It is gone, and gone forever like a spirit passed.

MAC-KE-TE-BE-NESSY
(Andrew J. Blackbird from History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians of Michigan, the Ypsilanti Job Printing House, 1887)




ge-oph-a-gy, n. Pathol. The practice of eating earthy matter, esp. clay or chalk. Often assoc. with malnutrition or religious ceremonies.




lith-oph-a-gy, n. The eating of stones.
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