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Foreword



I’m not big on writing fantasy, but for the purposes of this trilogy I have stepped over the line and whipped up a bit of magic myself. I’m bringing together characters I created separately over a fifteen-year span. In this book, they’ve stayed the same ages they were when I created them. Hey, the Hardy Boys have remained teenagers for more than three quarters of a century.

So Sarah Byrnes and Angus Bethune and John Simet and Matt Miller and Montana West are living outside of their original times and in some cases outside of their original settings. If that bothers you, I salute you because it means you’ve read more than one of my formal novels.

Writing this was a great challenge for me. I’m asked over and over again whether or not there will be a sequel to Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes or Whale Talk, or if I’m ever going to write an entire novel in which Angus Bethune stands front and center. I don’t know the answer to the last question—Angus could certainly shoulder his own book—but I don’t generally get the notion to write a sequel to a novel that I’ve already taken two years to write. But during those two years I always fall in love with my characters, and I loved revisiting some of them in this other, shorter form.

But Angry Management isn’t simply a tribute to those characters I love: it’s also a tribute to some of my fans. Those who have read Whale Talk may remember John Simet as the swimming coach/teacher and mentor to T. J., the main character. I remember Simet quite differently. Not long after my novel Ironman was released, I received an e-mail from a student at the University of Nebraska. He referred to several of my novels, and I was taken by his knowledge of their details. At the bottom of the e-mail was his auto-generated homage to the Nebraska Cornhuskers football team. My team was the University of Washington Huskies, and the last time I’d seen the two teams play, the Huskies had killed ’em, and, after thanking him for his generous comments, I mentioned that. Within minutes I received a second e-mail: “They play tomorrow,” he wrote. “If UW wins, I’ll buy every one of your books in hardback and send you the receipt. If the Cornhuskers win, you have to use my name in a book.”

“You’re on,” I wrote back.

I had not been paying recent attention to college football. The Huskies were on their way down, and the Cornhuskers were in the running for the national championship. If I recall correctly, Nebraska beat the Huskies by three touchdowns plus.


When the game was over, I hopped on the computer and e-mailed John. “Do you want to be a freeway sniper or a one-legged transvestite?” I typed.

“I don’t care,” he wrote back. “Just put my name in a book.”

Done.

A name I’m sure you won’t remember from reading my books, unless you are a true trivia expert, is Matt Miller, whom you will meet, should you read on, in the story “Meet Me at the Gates, Marcus James.” Matt Miller had one mention in Deadline as a member of the football team—even minor characters would call him minor. But Matt Miller is also a young man who came to a bookstore reading a couple of years back. After the reading he handed me his copy of Deadline and asked me to sign it on the page where his name was mentioned. I was so taken with his intelligence and his sense of humor that by the time we finished our conversation, I was determined to give him a bigger role somewhere down the line.

We are down the line, and I give you Matt Miller.

—Chris Crutcher
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