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MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Good morning, students. This is Headmaster Upchuck wishing you all a Rotten Day in every way. I know you are all proud to be Rotten Students. And I know you are looking forward to my morning tradition of reading the days announcements.
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Sorry. I didnt mean to shout. You know I care deeply about you all.
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[image: image] Coach Manley Bunz has a reminder for the first-grade track team. Youll win a lot more races if you all remember to run in the same direction.



[image: image] Are you interested in water sports? Fourth-grade comedian Hardy Harhar will be demonstrating how to do a water spit at the second-floor water fountain at three today.



[image: image] The after-school meeting of the fifth-grade Pick-Your-Nose-and-Eat-It Club will not be held today because THERE IS NO SUCH CLUB!



[image: image] One of our oldest school traditionsthe Tap-Dance-Swim-with-Arthropods Nighthas been canceled because no one can remember what youre supposed to do.



[image: image] Tonight is Lucky Dessert Night in the Dining Hall. Its called Lucky Dessert Night because Chef Baloney promises you wont heave your dinner until after dessert.








Chapter 1

HOW TO BE POPULAR



The most popular kid at Rotten School? Well, thats me, of course. Bernie Bridges. I suppose Im probably the most popular fourth grader in history.

But dont ask me. Ask my hundreds of friends.

Im a modest guy. I would never brag about how popular I am. Bragging is totally uncool.

How could I be the greatest dude who ever walked across campus if I bragged all the time?

So Im not bragging. You can ask my twenty best friends.

Theyd do anything for me. Anything.


Its easy to be surrounded by friends all the time. Really. You can do it, too. Here are my three rules for being popular:


	Be generous

	Be kind

	Dont bite



I always try to follow all three rules.

Thats why it was such a total shock to me when I had to prove how popular I am.

Whoa. Bernie Bridges in a popularity contest?

Could I lose? I dont think so.

I decided to prove it by throwing the biggest birthday party in the history of the known universe. But believe me, dudes and dudettesit wasnt a piece of cake.

It all started on a sunny afternoon after classes. My friends and I were out on the Great Lawn, stomping on each others shoes as hard as we could.
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End of sample
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