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Chapter 1

Horses and Hauntings

Like all cubs, Brother and Sister Bear had their favorite things. They had favorite foods and drinks, favorite songs and games, favorite school subjects and TV shows. They also had favorite kinds of storybooks. Sister loved horse stories. Brother couldn’t get enough spooky mysteries and ghost stories.

One spring day after school, Brother and Sister were at the Bear Country Library stocking up on books for the next couple of weeks. When they were finished finding the books they wanted, they met at the front counter to check them out.
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Ms. Goodbear, the librarian, raised her eyebrows as she placed a hand on the stack of five books that Brother had chosen. “I see you’re still into the adventures of the great bear detective, Grizzlock Holmes, and his faithful assistant, Dr. Bearson,” she said. “Can you really read all these books in two weeks?”

“Piece o’ cake,” said Brother. “I love mysteries.”
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“Don’t they give you nightmares?” asked Ms. Goodbear.

“Nah. The scarier, the better.”

“What about you, Sister?” asked Ms. Goodbear.

“I like horse stories,” said Sister, pushing her two books toward the librarian. Their titles were Brown Beauty and Misty of Grizzlyteague. “I think horses are the most beautiful animals in the whole world.”

“Have you ever tried a mystery story?” asked Ms. Goodbear.

Sister shook her head.

“She’s afraid of spooky stuff,” teased Brother. “She’ll never read a mystery for as long as she lives.”

Sister frowned. “Now wait a minute,” she said. “I might read one someday.” Then she added, “If it’s a horse mystery.”

“You mean like Grizzlock Holmes and the Haunted Horseman?” asked Brother. He grinned a wicked grin and bugged his eyes out at Sister.
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Sister looked frightened. “Maybe I’ll skip that one,” she said.

“Just foolin’, Sis,” said Brother with a laugh. “There’s no such book.”

Ms. Goodbear decided to change the subject so that Brother would stop teasing Sister. “Have you ever ridden a horse, Sister?” she asked.

“No,” said Sister. “I wanted to take riding lessons at Miss Mamie’s Riding Academy last year, but Mama and Papa said I was too young. But I think I’ll ask them again soon. My friend Lizzy Bruin started lessons there a couple of weeks ago, and she’s a whole month younger than I am.”

“If I remember correctly,” said Ms. Goodbear, “my daughter, Susie, started lessons with Miss Mamie when she was your age.”

“That does it,” said Sister. “I’ll ask Mama and Papa about lessons tomorrow.”

Later that night, the cubs lay in their bunk beds in the dark bedroom, reading library books by flashlight under the covers. Now and then, Sister would take time out from reading about horses and think about riding them. Tomorrow she would be asking Papa and Mama about riding lessons.

“Hey, listen to this,” Brother whispered to Sister. Sister lay Brown Beauty down across her chest as Brother read aloud from Grizzlock Holmes and the Speckled Band.

“‘As Holmes lay abed in the darkened room,’” Brother read, “‘all of a sudden the servants’ bell-cord above the bed began to move ever so slightly. Holding his breath, Holmes peered up into the darkness.’”

Sister stared up at the blank ceiling and pulled the covers up to her chin.

Brother continued, “‘As he watched, the bell-cord grew thick with moving, twisting coils. Something was slithering down the cord and right at his face!’”

Sister clapped her hands over her ears and screamed, “Mama-a-a-a-a!”

Mama and Papa came bounding up the stairs. “What’s the matter?” asked Mama.

“Brother scared me with his Grizzlock Holmes book!” Sister wailed.

“How?” asked Papa.
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“He read some of it to me,” said Sister.

Brother couldn’t help chuckling.

“Cut that out, Brother,” ordered Papa. “Scaring your little sister isn’t funny.”

“But she didn’t tell me not to read it …,” said Brother.

“That doesn’t matter one bit,” said Mama. “You know that spooky stories give Sister nightmares. From now on keep them to yourself.”

“Flashlights out,” said Papa. “Go to sleep. Both of you.”

The cubs listened as their parents’ footsteps grew fainter on the stairs. The room was dark and quiet.

Brother lay still for a minute or so, staring into the darkness. Then he propped himself up on one elbow, cupped a hand over his mouth, and whispered up at Sister, “Scaredy-bear.”
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